
Molder Of Citizens 
A devoted patriot d ed last Sun­

day and nowhere will she be more 
mourned than in the hearts of the 
war brides and many others whom 
she G"on \rerted into loyal and well­
instructed new Americans. 

Mrs. Adrian Davant An t r i m 
spent most of 11 years from 1942 
u n t i I 1953 as Americanization 
teacher for the public school sys­
t em. A former school librarian who 
touched t he- lives of thousands of 
young Roanokers, she made prac­
t ically a r eligion out of ·teaching 
new. citizens. 

But it was as a counsellor of 
scores of war brides from all parts 
of th.e worlri th J:tt Mrs. Antrim 
made her mark. Th is sweet-faced. 
lovelv little lady took the homesick 
and bewildered foreign wives un­
der her wing and became a mother­
away-from-home t o them. 

The task became far more than 
coaching them on passing of cit i­
zenship examinations. They took / 
to her their personal and family 
problems. thPir .~rief and jov, their 
bones and fears . Her smile. her 
s0ft-voicPd advice and often a bit 
of maternal unbraiding solved a 
lot of problems. 

There was a general pr o t e s t 
when she was comoelled to retire 
seven years ago. After all, she wa~ 
only 72 then and what al'e seven 
years over the customary retire­
ment age for one who loved life 
and people so much? Things have 
not been quite the same since then 
for mar1y of her proteges. 

A noble life- has come to its close 
but bow won~erful that her influ­
ence will continue to live. 

I 
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M'rs. Parker 
Gives Shawl 
To Museum 

A shawl which once belonged 
to her great-great-grandmother, • 
Mrs. Elizabeth Uhl Griffing, · 
has been presented to the Mu· 
seum of the National Society, 
Daughters of the -American 
Revolution. Washington, D.C., 
by Mrs. Felix Kay Parker of 
the Margaret Lynn Lewis Chap· 
ter, DAR, Roano~e. 

The I shawl 's owner, born in 
Dutchess County, N.Y., was the 
wife of Ensign (and Lieutenant> 
Stephen Griffing, Revolutionary 
War officer. 

The garment Is dated by the 
museum authenticator n o t 
later than 1820, but is more . 
likely to have been late 18th 
Century. Measuring 60 Inches, 
it is of black silk c11epe with a 
large brocade medallion in the _ 
center and is bordered with 
deep black silk fringe. 'Its con­
dition is perfect. It is current­
ly on exhibition in the museum 
which was founded in 1890, 
concurrently with the society, 
a.nd which owns not Jess than 
ten thousand Items, all Revo­
lutionary relics; 

Scattered over Memorial Con­
tinental Hall, but also part of 
the museum, are the many pe­
r iod rooms maintained by the 
sta te societies. 

Museum and state rooms, as 
with the entire Memorial Con· 

1 t inental Hall and Constitution 
Hall, are open to the public, 
Mondays through Fridays ffom 

1 10 a .rn. to 3 p.rn. except Con· 
gress Week in April when it is 

_ open only to members. 



DAR Plans 
llelp With . 
Restoration 
The Ma1;garet Lynn Lewi.s 

chapter, Daughters of the Ameri­
can Revolution, has voted to con-

1 tribute to the restoration of Han­
over County vestry books of 1706-1786. 

qihat pmject is in connection 
with the restoration of Scotch. 
town. one-time home of Patrick Henry. 

'1t its recent meeting, the 
chapter had a 111e111orial sen'­
fce for three former members: 
Mrs. Ernest D. Penn, charier 
member, l\Irs. 1\drian Da\•ant Ii 
Antrim and Mrs. Henry A. 
Dudley. 

It also welcomes llirs. Gilbert f 
Butler and Mrs. Charles Henry 
Toppin" into membership. I 

Guests at its meeting werel 
members of the l\1ilJ Mountain 
chapter, Children of the Ameri­
can Revolution. Mrs. Creed K. 
Lemon Jr. was a charter Inem. 
ber of the group and erves now/ 
as it senior Pre ident. 

It ga.i.·e a demonstration of one 
of its ses ions and Miss Nancy 
Royall of Roanoke. student at / 
Hollins College, read a paper on 
the Lewis family. 

Guests included Mrs. William 
Anderson of Detroit, Mich., for-/ 
merly of Roanoke; Mrs. Paul 
Yount of Salem, former rerrent . 
of the Valley Forge, Pa., chap- ' 
ter ; lllrs. H. T. Hopkins, De­
mopolis, Ala., Mrs. Walter Arn 
and 1\Irs. W. Blair Mitchell of l 
Roanoke. I --- ~~ 



i ~argaret Lynn,- Mother Of Gen. Andrew 
• eivis, Was 1 Pion~er Of Augusta tJounty 

-" 
I 

......... 
• J 

For Margaret Lynn Lewis Chapter, D~R 

EDITOR'S ·NOTE: This is the fifth and last column County, representing the coun-
on Revolutionary War figures of the Roanoke area as ty in the House of Burgesses. 
prepared by Daughters ot the American Revolution chap- He was a member of the Can-
ters in honor, of American History Month. vention of 1775 and believed 

THE MARGARET 
Lewis chapte1· of the 
ters of the American 
ti.on is named for 
Lewis' mother. 

LYNN 
Daugh­
Revolu­
Andrnw 

General Lems, the third son 
of John and Margaret Lynn, 
came with his parents from 
Ireland County, Ireland, in 
1732. His father and mother 
were · the f i r s t European 
settlers in Augusta County. In 
the wilds of the beautiful Shen­
andoah Valley, his father 
established his home and lived 
there until his death in 1762. 
His tomb is located two miles 
east of the town of Staunton, 
which he f ounded, and is on 
a hill overlooking the valley 
of the Lewis River and close 
by old Ft. Lewis, which was 
const111cted under his super· 
vision. 

* * · ANDREW LEWIS, with this 
splendid background, distin­
guished himself as a soldier 
and statesman d u r i n g the 
growth of our country. He 
helped bring the frontier wil­
derness of Virginia to civiliza· 
tion and made his home at 
Richfield, on 625 acres granted 
to him by patent, which em­
braced what is now the town 

of Salem. Nearly half of his 
life was spent in military serv­
ice, where he advanced rapidly 
from captain to general. 

In 1754, he commanded as 
captain, a pompany of Augusta 
County volunteers at the ca­
pitulation of Ft. Necessity, with 
Maj. George Washington, 
where, by his cool~ess, he prob­
ably prevented a general mas­
sacre .of Virginia troops. He 
served, with distinction through 
the campaign of 1755 and dis­
played great coµrage in the 
bloody battle in which Gen­
eral Braddock was defeated on 
June 10, 1755. He also fought 
in the French and Indian war 
against Chief Cornstalk at the 
battle of Pt. Pleasant in 177 4, 
thus ridding Virginia of hos­
tile invasion and contributing 
to the success of the colontes 
in their struggle for freedom. 

* * THE COMMANDING abill· 
ties of General Lewis were as 
efficiently devoted to the arts 
of peace as to the s t e r n e f 
duties of war. In civil affairs 
as well as in the field, his 
sound judgment and resolute 
will made him a leader of men. 

General Lewis was one of 
the first justices o~ Botetourt 

in tbe rights of the colonies. 
He had the good fortune to 

drive from the s.t;a,te the last 
Indian foe and expel from the 
soil of Virginia, Lord Dun­
more, the last of the royal 
governors. No officer enjoyed 
so fully the confidence of 
Washington. It is said that 
Washington recommended him 
for post of Commander-in­
c hie f of the Continental 
armies, however, he resigned 
his commission in the Army 
and died of fever in 1781,, 
shortly before the Revolution­
ary War ended. 

* * THE EXACT SPOT where 
he was · buried near his home, 
might have been lost but for 
the thoughtfulness of Frederick 
J o h n s t oin, of, Salem, who 
marked the grave with boulder 
stones and painted A n d re w 
Lewis' name on• one 0f them. 

A1ter 116 years, the Daugh- -
ters of tee. American Revolu­
,tion had General Lewis' re­
mains removed to East Hill 
Ct:!metery, Salem, which was 
part of his farm at the time 
of his death. Since that time 
t he Daughters of the America~ 
Revo)~tion have considered. it 
8: pri~1lege to care for this dis-. 
tmg_msped Virginians' f i n a 1 
resting place. 
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March 4, 1962. 

The Discovery of on Eorl,y Area Artist · \ 
l 

Mrs. Cocke's Winning Sketch 

' By PRISCll.LA YOUNG 

Tmp "first artist of Roanoke" 
is a title which undoubtedly 

belongs to a gracious Virginia 
housewife and mother who died 
63 years ago. She is Lelia Maria 
Smith Cocke, wife of the first 
mayor of the city of Roanoke 
and daughter-in-law of the found· 
er and first president of Hollins 
College. 

This fact has come to light 
with her first one-man show 
of paintings and drawings, 
which just opened at the Hol· 
llns Art Foyer. Her work will 
be on view through March 17. 
'Fhe impressive exhibit Is the 
result of the persistent efforts 
of Ulysse Desportes, professor 
of art at the college. 

' "I became interested in Mrs. 
Cocke when I saw her painting 
of her mother-in-law, Susanna 
Pleasants Cocke, which has al­
ways hung in one of the main 
parlors," he said. 

"Two other paJntings of 
hers are here; and I had the 
opportunity of cleaning tl\em 
and restoring still another," 
he told. us. "I couldn't help but 
admll-e her vigorous, sure 
style. She paints like a man, 
you know, so unusual In any 
woman • • • partlcularlY a 

mode~t. 19th-century Virginia 
lady. I bad to see more of ber 
work," he confessed. 

thin< to do for a Southern lady 
In those days that followed the 
Civil War, to study ari at l 
Cooper Union. 

Many· of the charcoal studies When she was there but four 
and oil sketches on display were months she won a competition 
retrieved from an all-but-forgot- for portrait drawing over 200 
ten portfolio, which had been other contestants,. many of whom 

d · h . d ht · tt' f • had been studymg four years. store m er aug er s a IC or She won with the forceful char-
over 50 years. coal study sh.own here \Jth this 

column .. Mr. Desportes to,ok a truck 
to gather up the work from the 
homes of the artist's three liv· 
Jng children: Mr. C. Francis 
Cocke; Mr. Lucian D. Cocke, 
Jr.; and Mrs. William H. 
Goodwin. Paintings of these 
three now on view, were done 
In 1893, commissioned for the 
Virginia Pavilion at the Chl· 
cago ' Exposition, where they 
were easily the most popular 
pictures of the show. A fourth 
child, the late Mrs. IGng Funk· 
houser, was an infant at the 

· time Mrs. Cocke did tbe paint· 
lngs; and all of the others re· 
member that their mother 
painted them while she held 
their sist-er on her lap. 

Mrs. Cocke was born in 1859 
in Pavilion V. of Jefferson's 
famed quadrangle at the Univer­
sity of Virginia, where her fa· 
ther was professor of natural 
philosopJtr. 

At the age of 18 she went to 
New York City, an unheard of 

Mrs. Cocke'• pRlntlngs are 
forceful and dired. She worked 
In the tradition of Eakins, cap. 
turlng Immediate llkenesse1 
with great speed. "Ber por­
traits go beyond the recording 
of mere facts of light and 
shade," Ulysse Desportes sai~ 
"Just look at the ears" h~ . 
pointed out. "They are Poems 
of virtuosity." 

What also should be known 
about Mrs. Cocke is that sh 
was not only a gracious host e 
and moth'er. She organized r~s 
Ma~et Lynn ~·ewj~ Chapter oi 
tile15AR, the first m Roanoke · 
~nged for the fa ·t tlo • 
shows; and organized the t'er 
lectures and "dramar irst 
tainments " Fo ic enter-. r a modest 
assuming gentlewoman ' ~n-
died in her 4otb year Leliw 0 

Cocke has much to offer a M. 
day. Those who visit herusfirto­
one-man show during th st 
three weeks Will find 6 next 
1peak1 for itself. her work 



NECROLOGY 
With deep regret the National Society announces the death , on Thanks­

giving Day November 22, 1962, of Sally Smith (Mrs. Arthur) Rowbotham, 
Honorary Vice Pr<> idrnt General, at Richmond, Va. Mrs. Rowbotham was Hon­
o'rary Sta te Regent of Virginia and a Past V ice President General , and was a 
;_ ember of CommonweaHh Chapter of Richmond; for many y ars she was affil­
i·a!·ed wi h Margaret Lynn Lewis Chapter of Roanoke. 

Among h r .,urvivors is her daughter, Miss Sara K. Rowbotham, of 12 West 
Locke Lane, R ichmond 21, Va. 



~la k E1'~1ts And 011 Dapiel vn ~d Extensive Lands.And 
Gn'Ve M' l t. Its ~Tonie; McCla.11al1: ns Took~ Over.In 1782 

B. ·Raymond Barne! 
A. s .J.' 'l) fa1 ur1te 

primal'l i' hecau e he 
was l e first to f<tke up lands 

which a Ian:~ portion of Llw 
( ity of Roano~r is built. Hadn~ 
he who! cou~t1. side from which 
o chQose. hl ·ook his time about 
;t nd elec· , fertile lands. well 
f · h~· ~u. hnU? priMs and run­

n<r watrr. 
Emhrneed in !!r<tnl of l<tod in 

lhe north \·est section of present 
RoaJloke, E' ans 

th p ig 
spring flowinrr a 
million and a half . 
gallons per day, ' 
just ea t of lhe 
Cove Road in the 

""Fai.r1and Addit10n . 
.also Cedar Spring 
neat the iunctiou 
of the ioorman 
Road at Tenth 

--eet Aero s the Barn?5 
rh er he 01\ ned 87 
acres includin,e Cr~-. ta! , prin~. 
owing 5,<!f.I0.000 gallons oi pu ·e 

water per diem. Qaniel F.1:ws 
inherited the big ~prini:: and 
the mill which ga1·e the m 
tain abnve it the nati.1e it be 
today. Da.'liel, dying prior to 1, 
left his wife Rhoda. and i' " 
at her home that Geor.ce \\'"·' 
ington spent a nil!ht "hen he 
on a tour inspecting forts in O 

, tober of 1756. 
Rhoda ·married Robert Do!!gett 

and in 1782 sold the mill pla~a 
and "fountafn" to Willia.m Mc· 
Clanahan who came to the Roa· 
no)(e Valley in 1769. McClana· 
hall was land /u.mgty apd pur· 
chased or "took up" land to such. 
an extent that according to a 
survey made March 25. 1795, he 
owned :J. l'iO acres including the 
mill place. 

* * Where Ute house of Daniel Ev-
,!;>ns stood. we do not know lmt 
hazard !hat it w:;s built close to 
the bk spring-. as was the cus· 
+om of pioneen~. for Indian~ us· 
U<il 1~ made their raids at dawn, 
and i.t wa a popul::n; ntse to 
i::atch a pioneer on the way to 

et water. ~ 
William McC\anahan now made 

tbe mill tract bis home and. 
tami.ly leiJ,end has it \bat he built 
a lQ1!. house on I.he site ol 
th.e ' we ent \i'i.!'st 'Presbyter\an 
~burch (S. Jeifonon and Mc· 
C\_,ahan' 'lne \e~end \<:, O.\le~· 
\iorut} e as \;is 1lS 'it as~ri.he"'- to 
this h(Juse porlholecr for vrotec;,. 
firm a!{ainst tf1e Indians. The In­
dian menace had lon rt since re· 
h•eated far beyond the Alle:!hany 

'Mo11JJta i11." and jt is imvro/JalJle 
T'.'illi~n McCla11aha11 woulrl J1ave 
enctl.mbered his house with such 

C.'SPles.q precaution. ' 
ln like m~1er the bronze 

nlaoue on the front steps al our 
Mqnicioal Bvildin~ wrongly as· 
sir.ms the sile of this hou~e as 
Fort 1f;:Json The journal of 
George Washington shows th is 
fort, if it e,·er existed. to be at 
ilie home of .John Ma on near 
thP 1:.\a1-ve' '-Starke house "Speed· 
wpll ·• ahoH? Siar"-" station. 

Wlien William , lcC'lanah;i,n diPd 
in H\21) boe owned so mucli l'lnd 
jn resent Rl)aool<e ('hunt thr.t 
be v s enabler! to "" e to ea h 
of his sons. Col E lijah. Gre,,n . 
.J:imes and John an ei>lensi,·e 
nlanlation. 

* * Elijah married A:;atha Strothel' 
l.e\•is. a datt"hter of rol .\n­
d ·0 w Lewis of Benl Mnuntaiil and 
todav holh .ie in neglected and 
~?nd?!-l'lei:"t :?r;:ive~ on :i knoll 
Just off 24fh Street, N.W, fSee 
mrirkf'r pic1·1re. 

A not h<>r son, f'lrecn . inhetifed 
'"hat my c-eneration knew as the 
W. \V. B"rklC'v nlace on GI· <lo 
<'Fer.k bdow Vin1on Grf'>en 1'::' 
I ';>n11ha11 w:.is fhe rath r of Flj. 

P11 G McC'lan11han fh Ort. 10, 
IR17) ho m:cirried firf't Sarah l\L 
Hurt of r,, •1chbur~ ;:imi secon<i 
F.nm1a S. Cren. haw of the same 
~11' 

I~ 

(E L I J A H G. McCLANAHAN 
e rected in 1855 the attractive 

1 home (top photo) demolished 
in 1928 to make way f(}r the 
new First Presbyterian Church -
sanctuar.v <center photo ). The 
J\lcClanahan~. being Scottish, 
have been pillars of this church 
1or i;eneration~. His grand· 
father, Col. Elijah Mcclanahan, 
married A:~atha Strother Lewis, 
daughter of C'ol. Andrew Lewi~. 
They lie ln nl"~lect.ed vandalized 
gTave!I ·on a knoll near the 240\ 
Strt~I marker (below) qnd 
acvoss \he st,-eet fTom old Ner· 
Uebrook. 

father . Ferdinand Rorer. hecame 
so in,·o11·ed in the 1Janic of 1B84 
that their failure dealt the- N­
tle hank such a mortal blow 
it soon folded up. McClanahan 
nrn•r rreo\ errd from the mis­
fort4ne and died Feb. l l. H1~2. 
His wido •:, Emma Crenshaw Mc­
C\pnahans l ivrd on in the home 
until her de;.1 \h DPc. 13, 1910. 

* * 111 the mrantimt> Willi?m !). 
McC.lanahan. hi son <b. Jan. 20, 
ln69 l. married 1\11'~. Annie .J. 
Stanarri anil hy brr had tw'l C'hil· 
r!ren. William Elijah 1 h .. June Hl, 
1q0Jl and Robert W. I'. J\lcClttna­
han <n. Feb. 10. l'io:n. HI' built 
the handsome frame res;clencC' 
across Lhe ~1reet from his old 
home \\hich rf'cently was clc>­
molished lo make way for the 
Roanoke Hospital 'Rehabilitation 
Center 

During the prospi>rou~ twenties, 
the f';rst Preohytrrian Church. 
e;;pe11rne:in" the need for l::irger 
<'Ui:lrlrrs. Ptrrchascd the old Eliiah 
c; !llt:Clanahan hnme ;.1ncl <le­
moll211ffi ii in 1nw to makr \';iv 
f1w thnr hanii ome new rrlJiir·P 

hi<'h \'.is r!eciicatcd June Zl, J'i.!~ 
1 rrntnr ph I) 1 

The < 'f •aJ Sprin:: La11d f'om­
an)' Mr into po~ e s1on of 

around a . nu and acres of Mc· 

AG.ATHA . STROTHER LEWI~ , 

ON A KMOll ta · ?·fl~ NORTMEAS-l 
IS ·1·HE GRAVE er. AG~THA STR01 KER 
. LEWIS, llFE DF ELIJAH MeCLANAffANi 
DlU&HlER BF COLONEL ANDREW LEWIS 
AH,O GRANO-DAUGHTER OF GENERAL 
ANDREW LEWIS~ BORN )!ARCH lS, 1779i 
DIED JUKE 14. 18SZ .. A~SD THE GRAVE 
or COLO·NEL ELIJAH McCLANAKAN 
·HER HUSBAND, BORN Af RlL 20~ 1710' 
DIED DECEMBER 4, 1837.. . ' 

t;l•i:H' iU nn. llM!' .-.µv '.i·p 'F.Glfl r ·~r11!f>, 11, ~-ti. A.H. 1 9:,~. 

Clanatutn land in IHno wilh a 
<' pitli of . 400 .000. The old name 
of ··Cl:rnr1han Spnng was dis· 
f'a rrirrl an<l the more grandiose 
tit!e Cr s1:1l ,;pri ng rmploycd in 
ii lrarl . . 

.Jrt1r·1 •on artrf Wt1!n11t :-it!'cet 
h11rl"1>~ \\eTf' h11 ill hv thr Do­
nnke <;a ;.nrl \ atrr· ( omp;my 
and Jpfferson Stri¥.l e tenrfed 

from WG1ln11t Avenue 
g1111a College (ahoul inth S:x<:· 

l\Tr-Clanahan Strecl was 01; 
nally a <'ounlrv !:inc IC'aclin~ fi·'lnl 
th!' C'Arolina 'fr;iil rF'ranklin 

1 Ho;1rl l ne;u· To. h ' ~ I• of(j lo ~J;irk 
Fv<'n~· Mill. Pr:ictirally all oth,r 
lhmo1u:hf;ir<'s in thl ntt hhor­
hO<Jcl were laid out bf the !and 
company, 



DAR Exhibit Has Historic Interest 
Six chapters of the Roanoke Revolution contributed items arrangement shown recently. erty of Mrs. Arthur Ellett of 

Area Regent's council of the of ·historical interest and value A portrait of George Wash- the Nancy Cqristian Fleming 
Daughters of the American to a .department store window ington as a yo·ung man, prop- h 

c apter, dominates the scene. 

This tableau appeared in a win­
dow of Miller & Rhoads store for 

three weeks in observance of Ameri­
can History Month. 

------~. 

A rnannikin representing 
Betsy . Ross is at . his right 
gowned in a costume of the 
Revolutionary era anc: prop­
erty of Mrs. C. T. Kennett of 
the Col. William Preston chap­
ter. 

Beneath copies of Washing­
ton's prayer and the Declara­
tion of Independence, c"Ontrib­
uted by the Gen. James Breck­
inridge chapter, is an old vol­
ume of American h i s t o r y ~ 
property of Mrs. Paul Bowe~ I 
of the Preston chapter. I 

At th~ left of Washington I 
are steel engravings of Alex­
ander Hamilton and J o h n 
Quincy Adams belonging to ; 
Mrs. Frank Pittman of th~ 
Margaret Lynn Lewis chapter. I 

She owns too, the mahogany I 
roll top cabinet used to store 
tall beaver hats. At9p it are 

1 antique candle ~ticks and ink 
wells. , 
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ist r,ic Draw·ng Room is State 
BLACKSBURG - The first be undertaken in Southwest Vir- room. Jiam P reston, on 41'-l acres was Lamb is a direct descendent of 

sl ate project of the Daughters ginia will be the J:uxnishing of Tl;e mansion. bui lt in 1772 as deeded by Mrs. BrockenboroLtgh Col. Preston. 
of the American Revolution to Smithfield Plantation's drawing the residence of the late Col. Wil- Lamh of Richmond in 1961. Mrs. 

The 1lecision was m ade af a 
vieeti nJr or the State DAR · 

hoard Tu esday in RirhtnolHl . 
l 1t1nnimous S?t t)JlOl' t to tT1i<; 
three-yea r pro,iPct was gh1en 
after its prcsenbtion by Mrs. 
Uohel'! A. Fisher of 8 lacks­
h11rg w hn r p 1'l'< r11 t~ d D istr iC'f 
Sernn's Smifhfirld Conunittee . 

The committee is comlJosctl 
or the fo ll ow i n~ members: Mrs. 
Rohert S. Hopkins, Radforrl ; 
Mrs. C. W. Crush. Christians­
h11 rg: Mrs. Susie R . Mane:cs, 
Bl aclcslimg: frs . J\ T. A. T::i rt <> r , 
Roa noke( Mrs. Richarrl P. 
Adams. Christi ansh11re: : Mrs .. T. 
]l:!yrnn Cl<1 i·k, . tu art: Mrs. Hu ':! h 
S. Kearfoot. Martinsville . am! 
Mrs. F. W. Burks, Bedford. 
These members w~re annointed 
April 19 hy tlie rl ',.ed'l•' ~.Trs. 
\V. F. J ennino::s rf rh ri <l'ans· 
bLt rg. 

Actual furfl 'shin"!s fo r Smith­
field 's drawin'! rMm ll' ill hf' sc· 
lected by a Richmond interior 
decorator. The proposal is for a 
dcta i le~ repl acement of furni · 
ture, lighting, draperies, ru j:!s 
and other accessories to dupli­
cate the original. 'l'his room will 
he known as the :Virginia Daugh­
ters' Drawing Room of Virginia ." 
An\ iq11cs will he genuine 18th 
Century pieces. 

S1ruclurc on the mansion is 
soon to get under w<1y. 

Smi lhfidrl is e~prcl c ll to a t­
tract man~' visitors to Viqtinia 
11mt tn lak<' it< nl;i~r in lnwor­
h nrt> nlnn:; \\ ith other historic 
shrin e<. 

roiect 
tal in securing Smithfield aod In 
fu rU1e ring the DAR project 
through the Montgomery Chap­
ter of AP\/ A. The property ad· 
joins the VPI campus. 

The Daughters, who n11mb1>r 
over 6,000 in Virginia. make up 
109 chapters. According to them. 
I he project of restoring the Pre 
ton home was undertaken bP· 
cau r " it expresses the aims l)f 
the society fcir patriotism his­
toric value and erlucationai fur. 
thenrncl'. " 

Roanoke World-News, Monday, J~muary 



" I Edi orial View 
6 Roanoke World-N•.ttt~ Wednesday, March 20, 1963 
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DAR·And The Sm.tltfield Project 
The name Daughters of the governors; James Patton Preston 

"American Revoitition is a proud and John B. Fl9yd. A direct de­
one that encompasses far more scendant, Mrs . Brockenbrough 
than the popular misconception of Lamb, of Richmond, conveyed tbe 
a group of elderly ancestor wqt ... 

1 
house and its environs of about 

shipP,ers. 4% acres to the Montgomery Chap-
Patriotic. Yes, and rightfully so. ter of the Association for the Pres­

Any nation of people is bankrupt ervation of Virginia Antiquities 
when it no longer reveres its his- four years ago this month. 
tory or seeks to keep eternally Something like $85,000 has been 
green the· memory of those who raised in cash and pledges toward 
shed their blQod ,or died for the restoration with the C o m m o n­
blessings of liberty . wealth contributing $30,000 during 

Through the limited means of the c u r r e n t biennium. Serious 
its members the DAR not only work is scheduled to begin under 
seeks to extol the virtues of pa- the eye of a Roanoke ar.chitectural 
triotism by scholarship, essay and firm this spring, requiring several 
public speaking awards but it as- years. 
sumes in many instances the cloak This project, we might add, is 
of historical foundation. the most extensive and significant 

One of the most notable efforts historical project to be undertaken 
by the Virginia regency is its as- west of the Blue Ridge. It is so 

• sistance in the restoration and important because ~t will preserve 
preservation of Smithfield, home of one of the few great pre-Revolu­
the famed Preston clan at Blacks- tionary frontier homes still stand­
burg. ing, turning it into a tourist shrine 

Smithfield, erected by Col. Wil- for the future. 
liam Pr c s to n in 1773. was the Presently the Virginia DAR is 
manor house on a 200,000-acrc worlcing t o w a r d furnishing the 
plantation which came to him after great dr awing room of Smithfield. 
the death of his uncle , Col. James The fine "L" shaped structure of 
Patton, after the Drapers Meadow modified Georgian architecture, 
massacre of July , 1755. · closely akin . to the Williamsburg 

Here were orn two Virginia style, was falling into ruin until 
the APVA took an interest, in­
spired hy Dr. George Green Shack­
elford , professor of history at VPI 
and APVA director. 

* * Presently the V i r g i n i a DAR, 
working closely with the APV A, 
is seeking to refurnish the great 
drawing room. "That the future 
may learn from . the past" is a 
vital slogan to both. 

Thus , it is, with pleasure that 
'l'he World-News salutes the Vir­
ginia DAR which convened in Roa­
noke last night for its 67th state 
conference. ~r he s e devoted and 
dedicated women deserve a hand 
from us all. 
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Attending 
i State Meet 
• Virginia Daughters of the 

American Revolution, register­
ing · more than 300 strong at Ho­
tel Roanoke today, turned to an 
afternoon of memory while 
awaiting Gov. Albertis Harri­
son's official conference open-
ing this evening. 1 

Mrs. William E. Batton of • 
Daleville, state chaplain, con­
ducted a memorial service for · 
113 members \Vho died between 
February, 1962 and February, 1 

1963 . . 

· Special tribute was paJd the 
late Mrs. Arthur A. Row­
botham or Salem, honorary 
state regent and honorary 
vice president general, national 
DAR; and to Mrs. Gayle Cox 
of Independence, organizing 
regent of that chapter. 

Aftet. the service, the organi­
zation: moved to nearby Fincas- I 
tie to place a wreath at the 
courthouse marker honoring 
Gen. James Breckinridge, fam· 
ed Revolutionary figure. His . 
grave is in a field near the 
town. 

With colorful pamp and pre­
sentation of officers, the state 
group's evening session will 
start with dinner and an ad· 
dress by the governor of Vir­
ginia. A reception for the state 
regent, Mrs. Robert B. Smith 
of Newpor t News; distinguished 
guests and state officers will 
follow. 

Mrs. Smith's conference aide 
Is Lt. Gen. (ret.) Withers A. 
Burress of Salem; ber )!ages, .. , 
Mrs. Earle E. Davis Jr. of 
Alexandria and Mrs. Joh,n R. 
Tumperl of Roanoke. 

Special awards will be made 
at a youth breakfast tomorrow 
with the announcement of the 
Miss Junior DAR contest win­
ner, Children of the American 
Reyolution and DAR good citi­
zens and presentation of a bond 

. to the state good citizen winner. 
The regent will make her of· 

flcial repor t before lunch and a 
report of the resolutioins com­
mittee, beaded by Mrs. George 
H. . Ross of Richmond, is ex· . 
pected to be of interest during 
the afternoon. 

A banquet for chapt!'t regents 
will close Wednesday's activi· 
ties and the state conference is 
to end Thursday after breakfast. 
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AR Founding TO 
The Margaret Lynn Lewis the mother of Gen. Andrew Chapter records show Mrs. 

chapter, Daughters of the Lewis of Revolutionary War Coc)rn "issued a personal in­
American Revolution (DAR), fame. vitation to a number of her 
wilJ observe , the 75th an-
niversary of its founding dur- The Roanoke · chapter was friends to meet in her home 
ing a luncheon Saturday at organized in February, 1894 ... with a view to organizing a 
Hotel Roanoke. by Mrs. Lucian H. Cocke, chapter of the National Socie-

The chapter's name honors daughter-in-law of the' founder ty, Daughters of the American 
a distinguished Vwginian of of Hollins College, an ac- Revolution." 
Scottish ancestry who came to , eomplished artist, and mother She became the first regent, 
this country with her husband, of C. Francis Cocke and Luc- ' and the chapter's minutes 

_J_o_hn __ Le_w_i_s,_in_17_2_9._Sh_e_w_a_s_i_a_n_H_._c_o_c_k_e_J_r_. o_f_R_ oa_n_o_k_e._ book for March of that year 
shows the following as mem­

l\Irs. Lucian Cocke 
Seit portrait at Hol~s _College __ ..,... __ _ 

bers : 

Mrs. T. H. Bransford, Mrs. 
A. C. Christian, M;rs. Cocke; 
Miss Mary M. Daniel , 'Mrs. w: 
S. Gooch, Mrs. M. A. Ham­
brick (a great-granddaughter 
of Patrick Hem·y), Mrs. E. T. 
Kindred, Mrs. J. C. Lazell,' 
Mrs. Thomas Lewis, Mrs . T. 
M. Miller, Mrs. R. H. Soule 
and 1\1.rs. J. R. Schick. 

J- Otl:iers were Mrs. W. W. S. 
Butler , Mrs. T. F. Barksdale, 
Mi_ss Agnes Palmer, Miss An­
nie H. Penn, Miss Lucy D. 
Penn, Miss N. B. Schackelford 
and Mrs. :'A. P. Staples. 

The 12 :30 p.m. luncheon 
program will include a sketch 
of the otganizing qegent's life 
by Mrs. R. Hoskins Slater. A 
number of guests are ex­
pected, including descendants 
of early chapter members. 



The Squthwest ·Corner 

Lewis ·· ro ers· We re· Pioneer Leaders 
By .GOODRIDGE WILSON 

The five sons of John Lewis and Margaret Lynn, his wife, 
early settlers near the site of Staunton, were 1JOwerful men, and 
mighty useful on the Virginia frontier. Four of them , Samuel, 
Thomas, Andrew, and William were born in Ireland. Char les, the 
youngest, was born soon after his parents settled in what became 
Augusta County. 

All of them except Thomas , the second son, acquired military 
titles, all being colonels at one time or another in thP.ir careers . 
Andrew, the third son , became a general. Thomas was 
disqualified for military service by defective eyesight, but he 
was probably called "colonel" by vir tue of being a member of 
the House of Burgesses. He was County Surveyor of Augsuta and 
held other positions of trust and honor. His four brothers were all 
present at Braddock's defeat, and three of them were severely 
wounded in that disaster. 

Samuel, the oldest son , was conspicuous in border warfa re in 
Greenbrier County. Gen. Andrew's record is well known. Charl es 
r anking as colonel, was county lieutenant of Augusta County 
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when he was killed In the Battle of Point Pleasant, and was 
perhaps the most popular hero of the border at that time. 
William 'was commissioned a colonel of the Continental Army in 
the Revolutionary War. 

ALL FIVE OF THE LEWIS BROTHERS were big m e n, 
physically powerful and famed for their athletic agility. 

William, the fourth son, never sought distinction as a soldier. 
He was a man of peace who served his country conscientiousJy ill 
the camp and on the . battlefield in time of war. McCauley' s 
''History of Roanoke County" says : 

"At the organization of the army, at the beginning of the 
Revolution, he was commissioned as one of the colonels of the 
Continental line. When the British forces under Tarleton drove 
the Legislature from Charlottesville to Staunton, the stillness of 
the Sabbath eve was broken in the latter town by the beat of the 
drum , and voiunteers were called for to prevent the passage of 
the British through the mountains at Rockfish Gap. The elder 
sons of William Lewis, who then resided at the old fort , were 
absent with the Northern Army. Three sons, however, whose 
ages were 17, 15 and 13 years, were at borne. The fa ther was 
confined to his room by sickness, but his wife, with the firmness 
of a Spartan mother, called them to her and bade them take 
their rifles to Rockfish Gap and see to it that the v,alley was no~ 
polluted by the foot of a British soldier. When this incident was 
r elated to Washington shortly after its occurrence he 
enthusiastically exclaimed, 'Leave me but a banner to plant 
upon the mountains of Augusta. and I will rally around me the 
men who will lift our bleeding countr:i from the dust and set her 
free.' The name of this heroic mother , before her marriage, was 
Anne Montgomery, a native of Delaware. 

"COL. WILLIAM LEWIS WAS AN ELDER In the 
Presbyterian Church , and his kind deeds and daily walk and 
conversation comported with his Christian profession . His 
influence on the rough frontiersmen was so elevating that he was 
styled the Civilizer of the Border. He removed from Augusta 
County to the Sweet Springs, Virginia, where he died in 1812." 

The physical strength and mil itary prowess of the Lewis men 
·appea.red in the grandsons of the founders of this family in 
America. A notable member of the third generation was Maj. 
J ohn Lewis of Sweet Springs, the oldest son of Col. William. He 
served. with distinction under his uncles, Andrew and Charles, in 
th~ Pomt Pleasa ~t Campaign . When his younger brothers were 
bemg sent by. the~ r mo~her to stop T~r leton 's cavalry at Rockfish 
G'ip hP. .was f1 g)'l~mg with Gen. Washmgton in the northern areas 
o.f conflict. He Jomcd the Continental Army early in the war as a 
lieutenant and was a major at its close. · 

He was engaged in the Battles of Saratoga Trenton 
Monmouth and others and spent. the winter · of 1177' at Valley 
For~~· After the war he made his home at Sweet Springs. He 
mame~ Mary Preston, ~. da~gh~er ~! Col. William P reston, who 
was born and .reared at Sm1thf1eld. One of his granddaughters 
wrote about .him .as fo llows:."From.1783 to Wayne's victory over 
western Indians m 1794 ~a]or Lewis was much on the fronti er 
had many encounters with sava.ges, and won applause for his 
personal strength. He was only five feet ten inches high but h ' 
muscular power was enormous. It was commonly said' th t hs 
was the Strongest man in Virginia. " Like his fa the h a · e 
beloyed elder in his church. Both of them are buried ·ne thas lda 
Lewis graveyard at Sweet Springs. 1 e o 
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Several Homes In Fincastle 

Reflect Earlier Life, Times 
"Carper House and Cabin" 

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Weir Thompson, known 
as the Carper house was bought by Mr. George 
Carper in 1856. It consisted of the brick part only. 
The frame construction was added about 1880. The 
log cabin, now used by Mr. Thompso~ as a shoo 
for refinishing antique furniture was built in 1792-, 
frame. 

"Hedrick House" 
The home of Mr. and Mrs . Cromer Hedrick, is one 

of the oldest houses in town. Mr. Hedrick's great­
grandfather was a tailor and is said to have made 
the first uniforms for V.P.I. in this house. 

"Ammen House" 
Here the Ammen family lived that ran a mill 

where woolen material was woven. During the 
War Between the States many uniforms for Con­
federate soldiers were made in Ammen's Mill 

This house also has interesting old woodwork and 
windows. It is now owned by Mrs . H. I. Switzer. 

"Prospect Hill" 
Prospect Hill was built in the early 1800' s by J h 

Gray and was originally called Gray's Folly 
0 I~ 

remained 1n the hands of th d d · 
Gray almost continually until eM:s~e~ :rs of John 
McDowell purchased it i~ 1940 It. n th rs. James 
and the wings added 1 . · was en restored 
view on 11 11 Rid~ f'.~P. ~ ~~dioon t~ hav~ng a glorious 
worll::. -pane \ ng rt JJ -· Qt n t"I! f, 're f'l 'd "" 
stencn work. ' 0 g na1. ma.nt.ela, beaded mo\.d\ng ano 

"Kyle House .. 
The Kyle House known locally as Central Hotel 

or more recently as Bolton's Store is built flush 
with the street at the corner of Main and Church 

(Continued on Page 3) 

First Fincastle Court House Built In 
The first court house on this site was built in l 770 

It was of log construction. In the space around 
1
· 

were stocks and a ducking stool. t 
The second court house was started in 1818 1 was made of brick with a dome in the center. t 

chimneys on the east and west ends. The plans ~nd 
this building were drawn by Thomas Jefferson ~r 
letter to General James Breckinridge transm'tt His 
these plans read in part: Monticello o 

6 
ting 

"You have had a right to suppose me very uct. . -18. 
of my promise to furnish you with drawin s nm1ndful 
court house' yet the fact is not so. Af ewg dafor your 
I parted with you, the use of the waters of thys;fter 
Spring .began to affect me unfavorably. The~e arm 
ferings, aggravated by the torment of the journeyh suf­
over the rocks and mountains I had to ome 
z:educed me to the lowest state of exhausug:~s ~d 
time I . had got back. I have been on the rec:!ve e 
some time and still am so but not yet able t ry 
erect for writing. By working at your draw~nsi~ 
a little everyday, I have been able to compl g 
and now to _forward them by mail, with the explanau~~ 
accompanying th'em. I hope your workman will suf­
ficiently understand them. I send also some seed 
of rhe succory (chicory) which I think I promised 
you. I shall not despair, in my annual rambles to 
the Natural Bridge of being able at some time to 
extend them to Fincastle." 

The present Court House was erected in 1847-48 
and was copied from the Jefferson Court House of 
1818. 

Within the vaults of the cherk's office in the build-
;" ; r, 

o. h1ngton- and to Thomas .Jefferson, for land now 
being a part: of the states of West Virginia and 
Kentucky. Y ou may also see the marriage bond 
of General Wm Clark of the Lewis &. Clark Expedi­
tion. Records also show that men were excused 
from jury service in this court, who lived on the 
banks of the Ohio River, because of th . 
from the Court House. e distance 

The edicts 1.ssued from this buildin law 

SPE CIAL EDITION 

1770 

within its terntory, which extended t ~h were . 
sippi River and contained all or o e Miss1s­
of West Virginia, Kentucky Ohtarts of the states 
and Wisconsin. ' o, Indiana, Illinois {r!s early photograph of Court Hou e in ~incastle ••• I f of West Roanoke Street 

•.• shows steppmg- stones n sur ace • 
(Continued on Page 4) 
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Wuere woo en lllaterta1 was \VOYen. During th •rec. for wrlting. By wor1<1ng at your ra t 
War Be"'een the States many Unlfonne for Con• a llttie everyday, J have been able ro complea 
t de rare oldle,a were made In Ammen '• Mlll. •nd now to forward them by man, .., th the expJanadons 

This hous also has lnteresdng old woodwork and •ccrunpanYlng tlrem. I hope your workman ..,!J 6Uf-
Mnd..,s. It ls now own d by Mrs. H. I . SWltzer. flc1ent1y Undersra.,. them. I ••nd also some seed 
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0

, me descendanrs of JOhn d e Present Court House ,.as •rected In 

1847

_

48 

Gray .imosr con'1nual1y, unm A<r. •mt Mrs. Jamee ::;, 8. ""• 0 ""'"" fron, the Je""•son Court House Of McDo II purch~ed l< tn '9<0. I<-• m n resro,.,,., Wit in rho ••ut'° 
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WOrk paneling, ortgtnal mantels, beaded molding and Washington and - to Thomas Jefferson, f.;r land noW 

stencil work. being a part of the states of West Virginia and 

Kentucky. You may also see the marriage bond 
of General Wm Clark of the Lewie & Clark Expe<!i- · 
tlon. Records also show that men were e~cusea 
from Jury service in thls court, who lived on the 
hanks of the Ohio River, because of the distance from the Court House. 

•Kyle House• 

The Kyle House known locally as Central Hotel, 
or more recently as Bolton's Store is built flush 
with the street at the corner of Main and Church 

(Continued on Page 3) 

The edicts issued from this building were law 
within its territory which extended to the Missis­
sippi River and coniaJned all or parts of th~1'ttatea of West Virginia, Kentucky, ·Ohio, Indiana, nois and Wisconsin. 

(Continued on Page 4) 

~~.is eorty Photograpti of Court House In Fincastle ••• 

••• shows stepp;llg-stones in surface of West Roanoke Street. 

New old-style lights ••• 

•.• dress Court House tor tours. 
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---LAID OFF BY COL JOHN ANDERSON 

12121/1850 

1--COURTHOUSE: 

2--ST. MARKS EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
3--METHODIST CHURCH . 
4--KYLE HOUSE 
5--PUBLIC SPRING 
6--PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
7--WESTERN ftOTEL 
8--MUSEUM 
9--JAIL 

__ 10--HAYTH'S HOTEL 



Special Edition Prepared Oil Early in castle 
This special edition is designed to show a sample 

of life in Fincastle from Colonial Times through its 
glorious year s as a "spa" in the latter part of the 
last centu ry, to the present. It is only a sample; 
the r e a r e many homes not described, many interesting 
mantel s , s tai r ways and balconies unmentioned. If 
your ancestors did not make our columns, it was due 
to lack of space. 

All exce;rpts, play bills and ads are actual copi~s, 
taken from old issues of the Fincastle Herald, Its 
predecessors or from privately owned paper_s . . 

The brochure committee expresses special grati­
tude to the following: Miss Frances Niedere r author 
of "The Tbwn of Fincastle, Virginia" and to RbliD. · 
Stoner, author of "A Seed Bed of the Repu c,. 
Early Botetourt." 

The Case For Preserving History In Fincastl·e 
(As presented before the Cultural Commission in Roanoke, March 31, 1967) 

"Why Should The Commonwealth of Virginia Be Most of the streets are the same as they wer:e~~~~ 
Inte r ested in the Small Town of F incastle?" laid off in 1770, and over ihem have para nt and 

Since Fincastle is s m all , it has retained many of militia companies on their way to Point Pleasa c and 
the early buildings , some of them without material to the Indian Expeditions to the south and we~{shop 
change , which add the i r charm to the quaintness and· to the Revolutionary battlefields. Over them ligion 
attractiveness of the community. Since so-callecb · Asbury passed to exhort the villagers in the r~hodiat 
"progress" has pass ed this village by, many of of the day, and designed a plan for the first Me }chart 
these early buildings can be restored rather than Church here. Over them, Capt. Patrick Loccur 
resurrected. depa~ted to escort the British prisoners _ca~etl~ 

The Established Church Building, wi th its sur- at . Kings Mountain for imprisonment at F1ncerson 
rounding graveyard i s much the same as it was this at the request of Governor Thomas Jeff eor · 
in 1770, when its :Parish exte nded to the Missfs..., In Fincastle are lodged the records by which Ge tfe 
ssippi River. In the sur r ounding ceme tery areburied Washington's representatives perfected beforrfdg e 
the progeni tors of many of those families that pio- County Justices his ownership of Natural l3 e. 
neered the se ttleme nt of Southwest Vi rginia and . Clark 
Kentucky. In the county cle rk' s offi ce are deposited Lieutenants Merriweather Lewis and WilllaJTl itin 
the r ecords of our early pioneer families, and strolled along the streets of Fincastle, coll furg 
thousands visit this village from the South, the West young Fincastle women, during visits here o~lli~ 
and the Northwest seeking knowledge of them. laughs from the French and Indian wars; and W clar1c 

Upon the es tablishment of Fincastle in 1770 the Clark after his return from the Lewis & f tni 
industries of tha t day sprang up and became a t e lf- Exped_it_ion deposited his books and records .0 ,la'#i8 

sufficient town, and "The Frontie r Town" of the colony- expe~it1on in the home of his future father- 1~iece · 
the last place where adequate supplies could be In this same home Patrick Henry visited hiS kl • 
purchased by those going west into the unknown Mr s . Henry Bowyer; and General James sre~Po~~ 
wilde rness. In 1800 it boasted of having the second ridge carried along these same streets from tl1 fl\ 
newspaper to be established west of the Blue Ridge office to his own office, the plans dra'wn by 'fh0 as 
Mountains . As the county seat of Botetourt, its Jefferson for the County Court House. 
authority extended from the water shed of the Blue 
Ridge Mountains southward to the Virginia- North 
Carolina border, and westward to the Mississippi 
River. It had its own surveyor for .the territory 
on the Ohio River; and the battle of Point Pleasant 
was fought in its te r r itory in 1774, where the f r ont­
iersmen fought unde r the command of its Magistrate, 
Col. Andrew Lewis , whose stature facing westward 
on our Capitol Sqoa r e in Richmond depicts the 
"personifica tion of the colonial era,,. as the Town 
of Fincastle projected the struggle for the con­
quest of the w este rn wilderness. 

Negoti~tions are now in progress betweefl9.Q~he 
Appalachian Power Company the Town of fi!lc u le 
and theBoard of Superviso:s of Botetourt C~ l\ty 
looking toward the underground placement 0 d an 
e lectrical wiring around the Court House, a.r1 n to 
remove the present street 1 . he f o<ll Of 
Fincastle, r eplacing them wit~m~: 1~~a~ of tile ~~­
ginal ofl lamps used in the Vill p w· thin tlte an St 
twelve months, a museum h age. 1 stabll ect 
on the ·court House Square, thr~ h ~en f~orts of tne 
Roanoke and the Botetourt liistori~al ts~c~etieS · 

Some Quick Looks At Fincastle Life Across The Yeatl 
Items of Fincas tle and Botetourt County fr om 
"The Herald of the Valley"-1820-23 and 
"The Fincastle Mirror"-1823-29 
Compiled by A. L. Burger 
From papers loaned by Mrs . James McDowell 

sept. 2s. is22 
Prevailing prtces of Lynchbu 1& mar ket: toy:>acccr-

~4~~1CT a nunctrea, corir-p. 5<1-$4. 00 a barrer; CQffee­
$28-$31 a hundred, flour-$5. 50-$6 a barrel, bacon-
$.12-$.14 a lb. whiskey $.42-$.45 a gallon. 

, ************ 
Nov. 30, 1823 
Lost: "The subscriber had in his possession a 

subscription paper for the purpose of building a meeting 
house for the Society of Baptists in the town of Fin­
castle, to which there was subscribed upwards of$400 
whtch paper he lost sometime since." Should it 
be th f. nd ... 1"°'"'"'"" d.aU_cr.A-- it- ....,, - · 

fr om this part of the country wi . ~pat he 
owed the printers; this is to thout pay1n~ of his 
forgetfulness, and of his breach o~emtnd hi 91'10 that 
he may also be reminded of the promise; iic'ollnt 

"th us stands thus: to his amount, hiS co th 
~I ald commencing with No 44 subsc r iptiofl 0 1.'n e 
th~r tradesmen of the Wes t may k~~1w ~l$3 . 0~e ~ .... ~ 
a short description of his person li m, ~C()tie 
mason by trade , and a short, tht~k- a!t i s aorJ!l'll.,.;. 
they would do well co receive payment h iib~ c-e 
of him. 

************ 

Oct. 31, 1823 ..rle 
Announcement of the opening of the Ftnc9iren 

Academy "for the instruction of young . Genue~n 
and Ladies where will be taught Enghsh, L9 rai 
Greek, Mathematics , Rhetoric, Moral and Nat~:>­
Philosophy, En11;lish Cgmoqs!tton, HJ.~tory A. _____ .... ___ - . ...t .. _i... .. \....... .~ --- -

-

Jockey Alley, above, was busy trading spot... . 
... during court days held in old Fincastle. 

. · b siness and one that 
Horsetrading was a th~vmg ~usion of all other 

was often followed to e exc much of 
activities on "Court Days. ,. Fin~::~e wS:Sw set aside 
the horsetrader. In fact, one s All 
for the J·ockeys and was thus known as Jockey . ey . 

i S ring on the east to Covmgton 
It runs from the B g P Th·s street is still 
Turnpike (Rt. 220) on the west. 1 

so-called. d th 
In 1890 there were four barrooms in town an e 

horsetraders took full advantage of them. FiKJ1ts 
were frequently along the Alley and even one mur er 

had its origin in the Alley. It is said that two traders 
who lived in the same general section of the cou~~ 
had very harsh words over a trade whi 

·n a still in town; on the way home they engaged 1 

fight. One drew a gun and killed the other. fbe 
killer was tried in the local court and given 15 years. 

. One fellow once boasted that he made seven trad~ 
one day, winding up with the same horse he bro~S 

3 
to the alley, but in addition he had $37,awatc' 
pocket knife and the promise of a phonograph. 

Old . Jail B.uilt In 1897 Is Still Standing Here 
On March 13, 1770, the Justice~ of the County 

agreed with workmen to build a pnson of log con­
struction 16 by 20 feet, with an addition a; one e~d 
the same slze for the residence of the gaoler . 

The present building was. built i.n 1897. On April 
13 1897 a windmill and steel tower to proviae water 
at' the j~il was authorized and on April 14, 1897, 
Court appointed inspectors for the new jail reported 
that it had been completed in accordance with the 
Contract specifications, and that so far as security, 
comfort of prisoners and sanitation are concerned 
the said jail is sufficient--and the jail was accepted. 

_The author of the book, "The Town of Fincastle, 
Virginia,'" Miss Frances J . Niederer of Hollins Col­
lege has suggested that the iron work on the jail was 
~he result of the influence of the summer visitors 
rom New Orleans. · 

It is said that fifteen New Orleans women married 
representative young men of Fincastle around the turn 
~~ the century, and for what bolstering it may give 

e theory of Miss Niederer, F. D. Bolton was a 
sub-contractor on the jail and his wife was Miss 
Aurtch from New Orleans. 

Ear ly 1900'e 

TOWN HALL 
WHEN A MANS SINGLE 

~ 

•- - ... , 
TH E CAST INCLUDED: ' 

DR. GRAYBILL 
MR. AND MRS. E. M. MILLER 

I I 

JAMES MEHAFFEY 
MISS LILLIE MORGAN 
MISS MINNIE ROSS 
MRS. DR. ROBERTSON 

'" 

Old glass-plate photo shows jail... . 
189
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incastf e life ~cross 

Ir ms f Fincastle and Botetourt County from 
4'Th Herald of the Valley" -1820-- 23 and 
*Th Ffn astle Mirror" -1823-29 
. piled by A. L. Burger 

From papers loaned by Mrs. James McDowell 

Sept. 2~, 1822 
Prevailing i>r\ces of Lync\\bu.rg mark.et~ 

31
4

8 ~~ndx-ed. tlou.r-$5. 50-$6 a barrel; ~aeon-
. a ·• whisk ey $. 42-$. 45 a gallon. 

··-········· ov. 30, 1823 
Lost! "The s ubs crtl>e r had in his possession B 

subscription paper for the pu rpose of building a meeting 
house for the Socie ty of Baptis ts In rhe covm of Fin­
castle, to which there was s ubscribed upwards of$400 
which paper he los t som e time s ince. .. Should it 
be found, the finde r will please deliver it to me. 

Signed: Absaloin Dempsey" ........... ... 
Jan 4, 1823 

The following ordinances for the town of F in­
castle were published by J. C. Griffin, "president 
of the Trustees" . 

Art. 14: That r acks of other fixtures for hitching 
horses on or in the streets to be removed "forth­
with" on penalty of a fine of one dollar for every 
24 hour s they r emain. 

Art. 15: That a fine of two dollars be imposed 
upon the owner or driver of any wagon etc .• allowed 
to s tand overnight in any of the streets, lanes, or 
alleys , or any part of the Court House lot or Court 
Common and that a fine of one dollar be imposed for 
feeding in any of the aforesaid. 

Art. 16: That a fine of one dollar be imposed 
for suffe ring chimneys to take fire. 

Art. 17: That a fine of not mqre than $5.00 
be imposed for injuring the enclosure, locks, etc. 
of the Presbyterian Church of anything apperta ining 
the re to; and a similar fine for hitching horses 
to the e nclosure around said church. 

Art. 20: That a fine of ten dollars be imposed 
for kindling a fi re in any stree t, lot, or lane within 
said corporation, unless for necessary mechanical 
purposes. 

Art. 21: That a fine of ten dollars shall be im-
posed on anyone carrying a candle or candles into a 
stable or stables without the security of a lantern. 

Ar t . 2?: That a fine of one dollar be imposed 
upon any per son riding on the pavements now made, 
or such as shall hereafter be made in said town, 
and that a fine of two dollars be imposed for driving 
a wagon or carriage on same. 

***"'"'*****"'* 
Jan. 4, 1823 Black tist: 

"Whereas Thos. Vance has tho' t proper to remove 

from this part of the coun~ without pay1?l 
owed the printers; this is to remind ht~ ~ fie 
forgetfulness, and of his brea((h of promise .~ ~a'11 1e 
he may also be reminded of the amount, hi' lll)~f,~~t 
with us stands thus: to his subscriptl(}l'\q_~coi.1tl; 
Herald, commencinp; with No. 44 Vol. 1-$3.~ t0 r~t 
the tradesmen of the West may know him, ~~ ~~e 
a short description of his person. He is a ~t ~e­
mason by trade, and a short, thick-set Dut 0an; 

9 ..., l <!fnt in tit:e 
o f' h 1m . 

Oct. 31, 1823 
Announcement of the opening of the fine~\ 

Academy "for the instruction of young Gentl~~ le 
and Ladies where will be taught English , ~fn 
Greek, Mathematics, Rhetoric, Moral and Nat4 "i 
Philosophy, Ensdish Comoositlon, History, ~~;. 
graphy with the use of the globes, Spelling, p.eacttl'l-
Writlng and Arithmetic"-· Young Gentlemen ~a~{!!>• 
to prepare for college will be thoroughly f1tt~~ ~~ 
enter the most respectable. 

uct. 24, 1823 d for 
Allen Jones offE(red 6 1)4 cents rewar m lhe 

return of a "runaway apprentice to the blades tlhs 
business, age 16 or 17 stout, and a little cross-eY~~. • 

**********"'* 
Oct. 24, 1823 NO 

J. w. Thompson secretary of Amity Lodge. at" l 12 
of Masons, announ'ced the "funeral obsequies o'cl~ol. 
Matthew Harvey in Fincastle, Nov. 9 at 12 tk. 

***********"' 
Nov. 4, 1823 t l. 

Died-Col. Andrew Hamilton "after a shor ~ut 
severe illness". 

************ 
Nov. 7, 1823 odge ~ 

J. w. Thompson, secretary of Amity L ibel' o. 
112 of Masons extended an invitation to L nbrt t:y • . 
Marshall, Mt. Pleasant, Rockbridge and G~e~ Arnt'ty~r 
lodges to attend on Sunday, Dec. 7, "to ass s emo 
Lodge in paying last duties of respect to the fl'l :ty 
of Bros. Andrew Hamilton." 
Feb. 13, 1824 1ect1 

Mr. Pitzer, 2nd Lieutenant announced an e utPo on 
would be held in Fincastle on Feb. 23 for the P Se 
of choosing officers for the Rifle Company. 

************ 
April 16, 1824 ctsed Un 

E. Pate, postmaster of Big Lick, adver -
claimed letters. 

Botetout's All-County Newspaper 

THE BOTETOURT COUNTY NEWS 
and 

THE F.INCASTLE HERALD 
Our 101st Year Of Service · Established 1866 

Published weekly by the Herald Publishing Corporation at Fincastle and 
Buchanan, Virginia, and entered as Second Class mail matter at the Post Office 
in Fincastle, Virginia, . 24090, under Act of Congress of March l, 1897. Sub- · 
scriptions are $4.00 per year, in advance. 

Letters to the Editor on pertinent topics and in good taste are welcome. They 
must be signed, although names will be withheld from publication upon request. 

Paul E. Fitzgerald Publishers Don R. Smith 

C. H. Rieley, Editor 
This Special Edition of the Fincastle Herald was 

prepared for distribution to Visitors to Fincastle and 
those friends and residents of the Town who believe 
that the heritage here is worthy of recognition and 

Telephone 473-2741 
preservation. The committee preparing this pub­
lication consisted of: Mrs. E. N. Camden, fytrs. 
J. J. Madine, Mrs. M. F. Ring, Mrs. James Mc­
Dowell, and Mrs. R, D. Blanton, Jr. 

EarlY 1900's 

TOWN HALL 
WHEN A MANS SINGLE 
THE CAST INCLUDED: 

DR. GRAYBILL 
MR. AND MRS. E. M. MILLER 
JAMES MEHAFFEY 
MISS LILLIE MORGAN 
MISS MINNIE ROSS 
MRS. DR. ROBERTSON 

c '
900 TOWN HALL 

THE OPERETTA 
A MERRY COMPANY 

Will be given on April 29 by pupils of 

Miss Liia Beckley's vocal and 
instrumental class. 

THE CAST INCLUDES: 
ELLA CRUSH, MARIE SLICER, MARYE. 
GODWIN, MARY PECK, AND BESSIE 
RANDOLPH. 

•PROCEEDS OF THIS 
ENTERTAINMENT, AFTER DEDUCTING 

NECESSARY EXPENSES, WILL BE 

USED TOWARD A DEBT CONTRACTED 
BY THE LADIES AID SOCIETY 

OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH.• 
(Miss Mary Peck became Professor of History 

at Longwood College, and Miss Bessie 
Randolph became Dr. Bessie Randolph--
Pres. of Hollins College.) 

Early 1900's 

TURN OF THE TIDE 
or· 

WRECKED-IN-PORT 
A NAUTICAL AND TEMPERANCE DRAMA 

THE CAST INCLUDED: 

J. 0 . LUSTER 
C. C. HEDRICK 
C. W. HEDRICK 
TOM CARPER 
MERCER ROBINSON 
JESSIE HEDRICK 
HELEN CARPER 

. CINDERELLA IN 
FLOWERLAND 

LOSl tADIES SLIPPER 
CAST: 

PRINCE SUNSHINE-- FULTON WAID 
SWEETBRIER--LELIA PECK 
ROSE- - KATHLEEN LUSTER 
VIOLET--JOSEPHINE LUNSFORD 
SUNBEAMS--ROBBIE DILLON, ROY FELLERS 
F. D. BOLTON, JR., L. CALVERT, HORACE • 
GRAYBILL, JOHN HILTON. 

COMING AGAIN 

THE GREAT 
DEESTRICT SKULE 

HAYTH'S MUSIC HALL 

APRIL 12, 1907 

IN THE CAST: OMAH HOWELL, MISS LILLIE 
MORGAN L o PECK MISS MOLLIE PECK 
F M HOUSMAN Miss' GRACE GRAYBILL, Miss 
c'ARRIE WALTHALL, MRS. J. N. SLICER, M.A. 
WOODSON, S. B. SMITH, AND DR. MADDOX. 

VILLAGE POST 
OFFICE 

GIVEN BY 

F.H.S. LITERARY 
SOCIETY 

FEB. 22, 1910 

FINCASTLE OPERA HOUSE 

.. 

CAST INCLUDED: CECIL SLUSSER, FANNIE WAI 
MALCOLM PECK, ANTHONY SIMMONS, ~MILY 
MCDOWELL, BILLIE CRUSH, GRACE HOWELL. 
HASELTINE SLICER, ANNIE HOUSMAN, GORDoN . 
PECK, GRACE PLANK, RUBY CAMPER, ROY 
BOLTON, HELEN HOUSMAN, JAMES MCDOWELL 
LPLA SL}JSSER. I 

. '• 



Old. Brochure Describes· Famous Springs 
That Made Fincastle Big Resort Center 

"Th. prings are within one-quarter mile of ~he 
ese s f Fi astle which 

incorporated limits of the ~own ° ea~cthe c~ntre of 
is the county seat and is s i tuated n River division of 
Botetourt County, lyi ng in t?e. Jam~~h the Blue Ridge 
the Great Valley of Virginia, wi nies on the West; 
mountains on the East _and Allegha cial conditions 
distinguished alike for its cul.tuired soand preserving 
salubrious, gentle, health-giv ng i1 showin forth 
climate with matchle~s f~rtility of. s~n~xcelledkauty 
agricultural and grazing interests insque region rich 
-all within an entrancingly picture ' 
in historic interest and romantic ef~ec~~wn with 1000 

Fincastle, this pleasant moun~a~~mmanding many 
inhabitants is built on an emjnencltivated valleys and 
most beautiful views of the ~u. r gentle undulations 
densely~ wooded hills cari:rinS: d ei nd rugged mothers, 
to the very sides. of their wtl and storm-breaking 
the precipitiou~ storm-beat~~n:v is g;iven its pure 
mountains. While to every rejoicing in its laugh­
and limpid springs, each v~le from rock to rock, 
ing, rushing cascade, leapm~ ool beneath, ready 
losing itself in the cold placid P turninF; the µ;rand 
to beg;in the long journey to the ;et~e quaint thatched 
old moss covered whe~ls 0 idly waits his al­
mms where the farmer s boyre are such scenes 
lowance of yellow meal. He here in the writing 
in actual life as only exist elsewTime in its onward 
of our most famous author~his locality its former 
rush for wealth has left to h"le nature in its lavish 
life and ante-bellum d_ays w u~equaled for the purity. 
gifts has endowed ~ chmate rties of its atmosph~re 
elasticity and tome prope Ii u on its wings which 
which carries balm and h~~va7rdspsufferingfrom lu~g 
is particularly grateful to 1 

. Aitors rejoicing to their 
troubles and has sint m~;:mv~elves and revelling in 
homes after rega i~g storative power. Fincastle 
its gentle and enticing_ rt~d and for their comfort 
will welcome the afflic di hold joint reign beneath 
its summer and autumi° wnd andalusian sunshine will 
a blue sky, the balmyf a1[ :as and joy of life and health. 
woo them back to the ~ n n1mown-the conditions are all 

Malarial poiso~ing s ~ure tmmunity from epidemic 
lacking. There is abs~itions are all unfavorable to 
diseases while the co~ n · Botetourt's free air and 
the spread of cont~g ~~ ideal sanitarium. No town 
water make Fincast eregion of Virginia can boast 
within the springs a summer outing, either for 
better advantages for hich such favorable conditions 
heal th or pleasure. for ~rtainty of charming · scenic 
of temperature, th~imate both for health and physi~al 
views and pleasf;~ relied upon, in a visit here being 
comfort can we 

"Santillane" 1800 this house stands on a hUI jus t Built about ~ -
outside of Fincastle. It, too, has many fe atures 
Of beauty- wide planks in the floors . fine wooawork 
and m antels. lt originally had a double..:. s toried 
Porch on the fr_ont ~~ich .. was replaced in recent y:ears 

profitable both to the body and mind.-The lover of 
Nature in ideal-untarnished by art, here finds all 
that could be sought after. To the hunter the adjacent 
mountains abound in all wild game, from the fleet 
footed deer to the timid hare, streams with trout 
bass, etc. • 

Of the local objects of interest may be enumerated 
the famous Natural Bridge and the Peaks of Otte 
either conveniently near to visit and return in t~' 
same day, if so desired. - "Murder Hole," a ma .e 
ficant and grand work of Nature rivaling in gran!ru~ 
and surpassing the "Bridge" in awe inspiring wond~Ut 
This remarkable phenomenon or freak of nature ~­
an immense depression on the summit of a rock riv is 
and weather beaten hill extending over a hund en 
feet perpendicularly towards the bowels of the ea:~c! 
with its ice cold caverns, moss and fern cove t , 
its causeways, galleries and balconies, balustr:~c!, 
of natural rock place on a scale too grand and es 
for the work of a human hand1 reigns eternal wi Wild 
in her majesty. "White Roc1e" would also be nter 
worth a visit, it being a huge mass of bould we11 
(covered with peculiar moss at certain season ;rs, 
white) arising from the crest of the mountai eaq 
giving an excellent panorama of the surro n ~nc! 
country for miles upon miles highly cultivated unding 
one side, the other presenting the lesser ron the 

anges 

Earlier Times Reported 
In Old Herald Copies 

The following excerpts are taken from cop· 
the Fincastle Herald . · ies of 

·1904, October 27-Confederate Monument Unvei 
Large Attendance-Reunion Confede:rate Vete/ecl 
A program from 9:30 a.m. - 3:30p.m. is descri~s . 

which included bands, choral music, speech cl, 
parades. es, 

******"'***** 
1879-Craduation excercise held in Town Ha 

"Prof. Wilson of Connecticut who ca1!1e to Pincas 11. 
for his health" was princ~pal presentmg diplomas tle 
a large class . some of the graduates were: Jam tti 
Luster Turner McDowell, Robert Housman, Pren es 
Bolton' Will Glasgow, Bowyer Hayth, Claib0~b. 
Godwi~ Clarence Beckley• Robert James, Selftt ~ 
Woodso'n, George Leftwich "(handsome young man)~ 
Bertha and Willie Woodson and Annie J.nd Ell~ 
Smith. 

Faded photograph from old brochure shows ... 
.. :handsome structure protecting famous spring. 

• 
f mountains in their rude and rough state by naLure 

0 rouched and undefiled by art or war. This locality 
0f 0 boasts its "Flowing" or Intermittent "Spring" 
a i~h the lovely leµ;end attached. "The wish veri{ied 
VI the flowing of the water or the fond hope los.t." 
bYThis being a limestone region many wonderful and 
ttractive caves and entrancing waterfalls abound. 

~tncastle is reached by a double daily line of coaches 
nning to Troutville, six miles distant on the Nor­

rulk and western R. R . and the same to Springwood, 
f~ ht miles distant on the James River Division 
e g the Chesapeake and Ohio R. R. also by a bi­
of kly stage line to Roanoke city, 18 miles distant , 
.,,eepassengers will be met whenever notice is given." 
or ************ 
from testimonial page: 

December 1, 1884 
r. J . F . Grant. who has twice filled the Presi­

d ~cy of the State Medical Society of Tenn. , and served 
e Medical Director of the Army of Tenn. C.S.A. 

as es the following: 
gi~ have carefully examined the analysis of the Lith-

ted-Ferro-Magnesian Springs Water and have had 
ia practical demonstration of its powers and effects 
a rnY own person. . .. It surpasses any water of which 10 have any knowledge, either in this country or 
kurope. It possesses virtues equal if not superior 
to any of the famous mineral springs of the world. 

Dr. J. B. Ami ss who is Chief Surgeon of the B. &C. 
R.R. and Manager of the Harrisonburg Branch of the 
World Bi-Chloride of Gold Treatment of the Whiskey 
Habit says: 

Gentlemen: 

Harri sonburg 
May 8, 1893 

I use Lithiated-Ferro-Magnesian in my private 
practice and also for patients in my Institu te for the 
treatment of the whiskey habif- This wate r excel s 
any I ever used for any disease, and accomplis hes 
more fully what is claimed for it than any medical 
agent I have every prescribed. For diseases of the 
stomach nothing compates with its cur ative effects . 

*****"'****** 
Gentlemen: 

. .. From the varied ingredients it contains , this 
water is applicable to treatment of a l a r ger clas s 
of cases than perhaps any mineral wate r in Virginia. 

Thomas Miller 
Member of Royal College of Surgeons 

*********"'** 
Fincastle 

February i . 1883 
... For dyspepsia and all the di s tur bances of the 

Chylopoetic Viscera. 
I. R. Godwin, M. D. 

Scrapboolcs Show Details In Social, Business Activity 
Gleanings from scrapbooks owned by W. M. Simmons 
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n ~ n~--.-.. -F-o-r--:d~y-s~pe~p~s~i~a-=-a~nd:;--a~l~l-:th~e:--:;d~is~t~u;rhba~n~ce=:eeslooff tthhee-~ ··- Y"' '"'\;;"pa-1 resennng - . llI1'r-r--i-~~r-""· "'11 rson. · · · 1 su:r;pi'.h i this country or cu-"".--;;-~;;;::~· ==-::-::::::;:--;.,,~1-;a;:rg;.eLJc:t1';a~ss;;,-·some of "'"'e graduates .. ,ere. fren e h., a\re any knowledge, ei er nal If nor superior Chylopoetic Viscera. I. R. Godwirt, M. o. - - ·· - "• f'J.easa t 1 ---"' .-.ani c arming scenic .. t:.11 .., ~ ... rope es virtues equ 
comfort can "'ellnbec hn~te both for health. and phyBiCi;il Luster. Turnel' McDowell, Robert Housman, 

1
·):)0!'11 A to · It possess 

1 

al springs of the world. 
" rehed upon, Jn a Visit here being Solton, Wm Glasgow, Bowyer Hayth, c1a seltt'~ any of the famous m ner 

Goowin, Clarence Beckley, Robert James, 8n) ., f $ • f 8 • ACfl.Vl•f y 
Hornes In Fincastle Reflect... ;::'.;'::l,~0n;.:'0;~~u~ef;;:.~",,;~ha.!'~d'0";,:~J~"':.s.t fll1' Scrapbooks Show Deta1 s n OCIO , . us1ness 

Sntith. 

(Continued from Pagel) ••••••,.•••• e Gleanings from scr•Pbooks owned by w. M. Simmons Streete. It was built of red brick, both tcs outside · 1896-Etlftor of the Herald, C. 8. C•'nper spell 
walls and Partlttons. Ir at a Children's Day Sentce a< Mt. Pleasant.' otb•~ 

It has elaborate! y carved wOodwork, man tels• ""' - • i>eake rs we re A. A. w oodson r epresenting Dry gV 
-cases and chair rails. Many of the original p anes : r : Sunda y School, c. B. Campe r r epr ese nting Fincastle 
still in the windows. Or:tginal wind ow sills r M ethodis t Church . a nd J . c . Peck repres enttn Mt· 
sandstone, and some of the plas ter i s believe cl to be P1.::i!anr. 

6 

t 

8 

r g 

t e his Jli~ing was constructed by Kyle to be a store subject: '"Par ents , pr ovoke not your child to wratn .. i 

School in Farmville (Longwood). 

nd dwelling, as it is once more. Mr. and Mrs. which made a profound impression upon the Peopl~ 
a E. Bolton reside in the eastern sid~. The par t The collection was $15.00." · 
.R d b ************ Of. it along Church Street is a s tore oper ate y 

ol l 897:destructive fire in Fincastle- - After a lengtl)
1
" 

R· E. B ton, Jr. de•cr!p!ton of fire which burned a large sectton 0 oeed- ... 93 
************ 

poles of land on Nor th Side of Main St. 

Miss Grace Plank is teaching in the Eagle Rock 
Graded School. 

"Santillane" 
Built about 1800, this hol_l~e s tands on a hill just 

outside of · Fincastie. It, too, has many features 
of beauty-wide planks in the floo r s, fine woodwork 
and mantels . It originally had a double.:. storied 
porch on the front which was r eplaced in recent years 
by a "columned portico." 

santillane was originally the home of the Hancocks; 
rhe daughter Judith married William Clark, of the 
Lewis and Clark expedition. 

In more r ecent times , Weir Mitchell the poet 
and ~is s on. Langdon Mi tchell boarded there while 
.,acattoning ~n Fincastle while the house was owned 
bY Miss Annie Spencer. 

santillane is now owned by Mr. and Mrs. R. D. 
stoner . Mr . . Stoner was until his r etirement Clerk 
of the Couno/· He is the author of "A se~d Bed 
of the Republic , Early Botetourt," published in 1962. 

1869 

DR. C. B. F. JANKINS 
(DENT AL ROOMS AT HIS RESIDENCE ON 
METHODIST ST. , FINCASTLE) 

INSERTS 

ARTIFICIAL TEETH 
IN ALL THE MODERN AND IMPROVED STYLES .. • 

WITH AS LITTLE PAIN TO THE PATIENT AS 
POSSIBLE. 

the main part of town there was a listing of an Io&! 
ses and this commen't: "The fire w~s the work ~ 
an incendiary, as appeared from u~m stakable evt! 
dences. " 

************ 
1909-Grove Hill Bums-- Grove Hill, the old Brec1c1~ 

ridge - homestead was destroyed by fidre on Sunc1 11~ 4 h ' Hill was erecte by Jam 1 2 t instant. .. Grove st of about $
20 

el!l 
Breckinridge in 1795 a~ :1 c~ullt residences 

1 
.OOo, 

one of the most substant a ~e Hill was the n tht 11 
section of the state. GJi~tinguished PeopI seat Qf 

~~~~:~:~~Zd i~~~~:ini.!ifo~;:~~: *Monroe, an(t M~d'fs~~~ 
1919-The Young Ladies of thle ATown Wthill give " 

t Hayth's Hote -- mong ose p ... 
leap Year party a Pl nk Miss Ruth Lunsford M~e, 
sent, Miss Grace . a Ph'oebe Brugh. ' Isa 
Helen Housman, Mi::********** 

91l-Mr Oswald Flint and Mr~. Melanie Bol St~inhouser of Galveston were marned June 9. Mrst 
d hter of Charles Holt of Galveston is a hanc1 . Flin~, :C,~~g woman and deservedly popular in Fin: 

som h has spent a number of surnrne 
ca~~~ssw~:i~n~e e was the ~s:0 ~e ~~te~~~~~~ Vi~~ tors; she continued to retu ti n After ·~ rnrnet 

1 as it was in opera o . . ':''e hote1 
as ~ng he continued to visit Virginia staying With 
~f:: Re~kah Peck and at the Patrick Henry Hotel 
in Roanoke. ************ 

1912_Mrs. E. B. Hayth entertained the U.D.c. on 
Feb 'b at 4 o'clock. The next meeting was helct at 
"Ridgely" (now the home of Mr. and Mrs. Pa1.11 
E. Fitzgerald) with Miss Mary Godwin. 

************ 
1915-Mrs. Flint entertains--Th~ largest sociai 

function of bth~::a~~a~~s Ffin~~r part at Hayth's 
Hotel giveI'i Y f th~ ballroom were banked with ever, 

The wads floowers . Miniature Japanese lanterns greens an · i 
ave color to the festive occas on . • 

••••••••••••••••••••••• .. g · those present: Miss Emma Cary Breck, ~mong Peck, Mr. and Mrs . . Turner Mc, 
innd~~, J~ ~~d Mrs. B. T. Walshe, Mr. and Mrs. 
Dowe ' d ·ut Mr and Mrs. E. B. Hayth, Dr. anct 
James1 RRi ~Godwin· and daughters Nan and Mary Ect. 

1871 

HAZLETT KYLE 
·CABINET-MAKER AND UNDERTAKER 

AT 

Rudd's OLD STAND 
AMSTERDAM, VA. 

ALL BUSINESS IN THE UNDERTAKERS LINE 
PROMPTLY DONE AND COFFINS FURNISHED 
TO ALL PARTS OF THE COUNTY. 

PRODUCE OF ALL KINDS TAKEN IN EXCHANGE 
FOR WOFK AT MARKET PRICES . 

Mrs .. · 

1869 FINCASTLE 
WOOL ROLL CARDING 

MACHINES 
ARE NOW IN GOOD RUNNING ORDER AND 

PREPARED TO DO WORK WITH NE4TNESS 

MN:Oi:TCAMMEN 
& co. 

MAY 20, 1869 

Wm. Ander son 

************ 
Sept. 20, 1796 

t818 Receipt-For the estate of John Graybill, 
deceased-2- gals Of brandy furnished at sale of the 
deceased~2 . 67. 

News item-1869 
Hollins Institute 

************ 
Sol Graybill 

The session of this institution commenced Monday, 
and prospects are good for a large Southern patronage. 
young ladies from 17 states are already present. 

************ 
washington College opened on Thursday the 16th 

instant ... A judicious professor has expressed the 
opinion that the number this session will reach 400. ,, 

************ 
N~ws item from Fincastle Democrat, November 11, 
1846: . 

"An effort is being made to raise funds for placing 
a cown clock in the cupola of the Court House. Three 
11undred and fifty d?llars will get one of the latest , 
and most approved kind and enough left to pay freight 
and put it up." ************ 

1913-The Weekly Calendar-Fincastle Baptist Church 
publication. 

Miss Rebekah Peck is teaching_ at the State Normal 

Miss Helen Housman is attending the State Normal 
School at Harrisonburg (Madison). 

Miss Annie Housman is attending Hollins, this 
being he r thi rd year there. 

Mr. Billy Crush is attending National College in 
Raonoke. 

1879 

WESTERN 
HOTEL BAR 

WINES, WHISKEY, LIQlJORS, AND BEER-

MY NAME IS CASH--NO PERSON WILL F ALL 
OUT WITH ME FOR TRYING TO SELL FOR 
CASH. 

W. W. CASH 

I ' 

J.W.S,IMMONS, 
DRUGGIS.T, 

Druggis~' Sun~ries, PerfumJrJ, Toh1cco an~ Cigara; 
Prescriptions. Carefully Compounded. 

. MAIL ORDfR5 R[CflVf PROMPT ATTfNHON. 
ST A TION-ERY. 
NIGH'l1 BELL ANSWER. 

Phone ·No., 1 9. 

Fincastle Virginia. 

1: 



History of Fincastle Churches Spans Nearly 200 Years 
Fincastle Pr.esbyterian Church. 
The ground on which this church was built was on 

an original grant from the English Crown to ~srael 
Christian. The building was constructed pnor to 
1770 and was used by the Church of England. Follow­
ing the period of the Revolutionary Wa.r and the dis­
solution of the Church of England in America , the 
church came into the use and possession of the 
Presbyterian consi:resi:ation. 

The church was r enovated in 1840. The entrance 
was changed from the east to the south side and the 
columns and s teeple we re aqded. 

Until 1958 the church was heated by wood stoves 
which are being preserved because of their historical 
value. The Communion Service was a gift from the 
Elders in 1853 and is currently displayed. 

In front of the church is one of the original town 
lamps. 

In the grounds surrounding the church may be seen 
graves that date back to 1795. 

The Educational Building, built in 1958, was con­
s tructed from brick that came from the old Union 
Church on the T_rinity Road. 

In June 1845, Andrew Jackson died at his home, 
The Hermitage, in Nashville , Tenn. The people 
of Botetourt County', to show their . r espect for the 
dead President, held a publi c funeral 

The procession which was both civil and military 
was in command of Col. Aunspaugh who, though a 
Whig, was Postmaster in Fincastle. The procession 
was headed by James McDowell, Jr. who led a horse 
whose empty saddle suggested the active military 
career of the great hero. They marched in solemn 
file through the principal streets and into the P res­
byte rian Church, where the funeral sermon was 
preached. The congregation then assembled ar ound a 
grave _ in the churchyard where the honors of war 
were paid the dead hero by firing a ·military salute 
over a grave . 

There is also a story tha t has been handed down 
about the three slaves that were charged with murder 
tried in the local court and found guilty. They wer~ 
taken from the Court Room to the Presbyterian Church 
where they were s eated on the fr ont row and their 
funeral preached. They wer e then taken out and hanged 

The front left side of the Churchyard where there 

F lncastle Baptist Church 

support. The Church and its land gradually came u~der 
Presbyterian influence until the former Anghcan 
Church building housed the present Fincastle Pres­
byter ian Church. 

The Indian menace and the difficulty in obtaini~g 
qualified clergymen also plagued the young chu.rch ~ 
early days, but during the interval of the closing 0 

the Church of England until 1837 , services were 
held at Grove Hill by visiting clergy. 

In that year, however, a fresh start was .mad~ 
when the Vestry bought land on the west side 0_ 

Roanoke Street and began the construction of the pre 
sent St. Mark's Episcopal Church. n 

When the Church of England (present Presbyteri~e 
Church) was taken over by the Presbyterians, 
Col!1munion Service was carried over by the Episcfrj 
pahans to the new church. The handsome George · e 
service was given to the Botetourt Parish when ~g 
county was organized by Lord Botetourt, this be~, 8 customary in that day. Visitors to St. Mar 
will be. interested in seeing the sevice, which is the 
only thing salvaged from colonial properties. 

6
6 

The Educational Building was finished in 19 
1

' 
being constructed from old bricks. It is presentJ 
used for TAP classes as well as a Sunday Scho 
Building. 

Fincastle Methodist Church 
The'Memom prsco a -Cnurc was irst forma 

organized at a conference of Methodist ministers calle~ 
for that purpose in Baltimore, Md., on Dec. 25, 178-t 

The Botetourt Circuit was formed in 1789. Bish
0
D 

Francis Asbury was closely associated with tl\~ 
Fincastle ChurcJ:l. In his journal from. 1795-18()< 
he records: "while at Edward Mitchell's, ~rew a 
plan for a house 40 feet long a~d 30 feet wide al'lc:l 
two stories high-to be built in Fincastie---this li1'~ 
many more of my good designs may come to naught . ., 

The deed conveying the land on which th~ fi:r~t 
church stood· and being the same land. on whtch t}\~ 
pre nt church stands was recorded in July. 18oa 
Thesepresent building w_as erected in 1840, and i~ 

_Fincastle Baptist Church 
The '.Fincastle Baptist Church was organized on the 

6th day of August 1831 by Absalom C. Dempsey. 
There were fifteen members. A. C. Dempsey had 
been pastor of the Mill Creek Baptist Church--a 
Position he held for more than fifty years . 

Under his efforts "a few humble brethren were 

Fincastle Methodist Church 

enlisted in the project of forming a church in Fin­
cas.tJe ." He remained as pastor of this church 
Untl} 1861 

The fi~st church building was on Main Street on 
the lot now owned by Mrs. M. A. Terr~ . It was 
tectangular in shape, with brick walls, white s tone 
a~d green wood t r im . The entr ance was on the east 8 lde; there were two doors and over each a srnall 

~~~~~~~~__..:....~_:____._~ 
similar to the first building. .~.---L------------' .;JUila.JilV----"m......._,,,,.. _l!-._,,.J !t'!o i :n b""- a_a n _c._t11_s:a r..u --- -

Fincastle Presbyterian Church 

window. It had a bell cupola. June 
The present Baptist Church was dedicated 

1 
ted 

13 , 1896. The Educational Building was comP e 
in 1923. 

A silver communion se rvice belonging to the 
fi r st chur ch·is still in e xis tence. 

First Baptist Church 
The Fi rst Baptis t Church is situated on the easte1:r 

slope of Academy Hill. It is said th~t a gr~udinll 
s laves made up the congregation of the first bug was 
on this site, which was a wooden building. 'lding 
destroyed by a windstorm. Another wooden bui 
was constructed, but was destroyed by fire. b ilt 

The present building made of brick was u 
during the latter part of the last century. en 

For awhile school was held on the ground floor, th the 
the School Board moved the school to, first n 
Poague House presently the home of Miss Kathlee

1 F airfax and then to the Spurlock Home and final Y 
to a two story building on Academy Hill. 

The brtcks jn the Church building are said to be handmade. 

NEVER DESPAIR!! 
NOTHING 

WITHOUT LABOR 
~_,INL\ r 



F lncast le Bapt ist Church 

'! · '- .• ~'~\\1\i1t1W,\1\\I\\\~ ._~ 
, kllilhHiWtlUhh 

Baptist Church 1832-1896 

are no marked gr aves i s said to be filled with graves 
of fallen soldie rs of theRevolutlonary War. It was 
believed that on New Year' s Eve , the bugler of these 
lost men would rise and blow TAPS fo r his comrades. 

St. Mark's . Episcopal Church 
Alth<?ugh St. Marks , built in 1837, is one of the 

County s oldes t l andmarks, the history of the Epis­
copal Church in the F incas tle area dates back to 
pre-Revolutionary times. 

On Nov. 15, 1771 , the Justices of Botetour t County 
con~eyed an acr e of l and to the Vestry of Botetourt 
Pansh to be used for the erection of a church and 
the establish~ent of a cemetery. With the coming 
of the Revolution, came the disestablishment of the 
Anglican Churches, wi th its withdrawal of government 

1908 

E. M. MILLER 
PACKER 

OF 

SANTILLANE BRAND 
TOMATOES 

FINCASTLE, VA. 

St. Mark's Episcopal Church 

f incastle Methodist Church 
'Ilh Met odi s t E p iscopal Chur ch was first: t or mall 

organized a t a conference of Methodis t minister s callee! 
for that purpose in Baltimore, Md. , on Dec. 25, 1784 

The. Botetour t Circuit was formed in 1789. BishOf' 
F rancis Asbur y was closely associated with tlle 
Fincastle Chur,~h. . In his journal frorn l 795- t80Z 
he r ecords: while at Edward Mitchell's drew ll 
plan for . a h?use 40 feet long and 30 feet' ·de afld 
two ston es high• to be built in Fincastle---~is 1i1'~ 
many more of my good designs may come to naught· 

h Theh deed conveying the land on which the fi!et 
c urc stood and being the same land on which tlle 
present church stands was recorded in July t803-
1:he. present building was erected in 1840 'and i 6 

81~~ar/o the first building. ' 

1845 
e b our ~hairs in the sanctuary were made ifl 

. Y Damel Spangler, a Spaniard who owned ~ 
chair factory in Fincastle. The two black chai!9 

were always kept on each side of the Amen cor ne t 
and used by the oldest couple bel onging to the churcl'l · 

,:ecfal'~;;n wood trim . The entrance was on the east 
llnd g there were two doors and over each a small 
side; 

First Baptist Church 

Hayth Hotel Site Had fQ~ern As Early As 1820 
Records show that as early as 1820 a tavern wa

9 

operated on this site by William Craft . 
In 1878 W. B. Hayth bought the property and con­

verted it into a 30- bed hotel. 
With the development of the "Lithiated-Ferro­

Magnesian" Springs just east of town the hotel wolC 
on new life. 

Guests from New Orleans, Galveston, Mobile and 
other southern cities came to avoid the southern 
summers and to enjoy the health-giving waters of 
the mineral springs. . · 

(Many present day inhabitants of the town are 
descendants of those southern guests who chose 
to make Fincastle their permanent home.) 

In 1882 Hayth acquired the Western Hotel and ran 
it as an annex. 

In 1894 additions were made to the main hotel 
so that it could accomodate 100 guests. Not onlY 

Fincastle Col.irt House ••• 
(Continued from Page 1) 

At the rear of this court building were br1ck 
houses containing offices for the local attorneys, 
and housing some of the county officials. Among 
these buildings, one is yet standing which was the 
office of Andrew Hamilton who was using it as bis 
law office in 1812. 

This is now being restored for use as a museutn 
for the collection and exhibition of old items in­
digenous to Botetourt County or of particular interest 
to its citizens. -

YOUNG LADIES 
BEWARE 

OF THE INJURIOUS EFFECTS OF FACE 
POWDERS AND WASHES... . 

IF YOU WOULD HA VE A FRESH HEAL THY 
AND YOUTIIFUL APPEARANCE 

II 

HEMBOLD'S EXTRACT 
SARSAPARILLA 

.111 ................. .. 

the s 
lawye~Uthern guests filled these r ooms , but also the 
The 

1
;9

4
junes and others connected with the Court. 

ran th remodeling included two balconies whi ch 
0Pen~n entire length and breadth of the building. 

a rn111in g on the balconies of the first floor was 
roorn fo~rs shop, a photographers studio, a sample · 
bedroorn salesmen, the lobby, several parlors and 

0 s . 
b n the n h allroorn ~rt side, on the ground floor was a large 
Cales and~ ich was the scene of costume balls,musi­

Rat . ances . 
at hal~s p~ the }880's were $25.00 per month- children 
Who do not ce- Special rates for females and persons 

Many foccupy separate rooms. " 
by local 0 the hotel registers which are owned 
history ~ollectors contain a running story of local 
in sea~i t is easy to determine when the court was 
arrived on, and to tell when the southern season 
Put the~ Comments are scattered through the books 
liayth, w~~ no doubt, by the last proprietor,- E . B~ 
Decernbe;'~~ a philo~opher as well as an innkeeper. 

hunting toni h .: 1905- First snow of winter-no coon 
Jul g t. 

to they w~ 
1
1d926-"Hurrahl for America! Half-brother 

A r . 
"Thfril 4, 1907- 40 dinners paid 
Finc:s~~~hr was $iven to the "Vets" by the U.D.C. 

Jul apter. 
Mrs YM 2t·· l907-Mrs. Chas. Holt-Galveston Texas. 

D~ce~:enie3Slteinhouser, Galveston, Texas.' 
r , 1907-

1.869 

"Stores up today in memory's vault 
We leave 365 golden days ' 
Did we improve them 
And shall it be said, Well done?" 

F. H. MAYS 
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW . 

FINCASTLE, VIRGINIA 

OFFICE IN THE OLD 
COUNTY COURT 
CLERK'S OFFICE 

- AV'Y'-' 'QA l"\ \?ISU~ l. l tllateC} 
slaves made up the consi;re t a eatd on the eastern 
on this site, which was :at1011 Oft rhat a group of 
destroyed by a windstorm. ~Ol:>tien b~i{~yst bulldinSl 
was constructed, but was destr~othe't' wo0<1 ng. It '1iae 

The present building maaeYe<t by fi een building 
during the latter pa rt of the last cC: bttctr 

For awhile school was held on th~tury was built 
the school Board moved the sch &ro1 Und n00 

t1 th h oo t~ r, then 
poague House, presen Y e orne of M-v, firat th 
pairfax and then ~o the Spurlock Horn~as l<athlee~ 
to a two story b~ilding on Academy H.ill. and finally 

The bricks in the Church building are 8 
be handmade. atd to 

CONST ABLE GENERAL CLAIM AGENT AND 
AUCTIONEER, PROSECUTES ALL MAIL AND 
OTHER CLAIMS AGAINST THE U.S. 

1878 1933 
Why Not Take 

DINNER 
-T oday and During Court at 

HAYTH'S HOTEL 
No
. TICE- ~ A F uU M-eal, Regular Dinner Cooked ·a.nd Ser ved 

• After the Old Country Style, A Tempting Menu 
of T wo M eats , FivEC Vegetables, Butter arid Bread, Tea, Coffee 
and Milk. Choice of P leasing Deserls. " In _Court Day Par~ 
lance. : Square Meal ,' ' A ll You Can Eat For 

• >" • 

_ 50c~ _·_ 
·Bowyer'.H~~th, Owner and Pr~rietor. 

~ ·- • ---·--~ I • 

A 'Souvep.ir·of ~incastle ,-.-Va. 
· . HISTORICA L. 

I Cis generall y understood by thos·e-wbo h-~~" inqoir~d -into 
the m·atter th.at Botetou;t .Co~nty was· n amed ' after Lord Bote­
tourt , who'. was Sit N orbarrie Be~kl~y, las t of the b~rons of' Bote­
ton rt aµd '(:;overno.r of Vi rg ini a, ·i 770, 5· years,, before the declara­
tion of..American independence. _.T l!e cou nty was formed under 
the fy lhiwin g circumstances : ·· . - - •. . -· :· 

''On the 10th clay 'of ,Nov. l 7p9, the House of. Burgesses, as-­
. sembled in Williamsbu i:g- , passe.d an act di-viding the eoanty and 

·par ish o.f Augus ta, .by reason of tb t gr.eat extent tmereof, and !=ut­
t.ing-ofi from i t an o.tbei county to lie known ;is Bote~ourt.n 

Bote.tourt theli i:::c1uded all cl Si:mtb- West Va . .and a part .of 
Ken ucky ~nd Tennessee,. and r~ain e'Q. iii ·poss~s.slon of a)l that 
territory untir.:1'(72. Oh the ~ame date, -:Nov . . 10, 17_69~ an ac.,t 
;:=.;.-yass&I "exe mpting: all tl:\f! j:>eople -o_f Bcitetotirt . Co?nty· ~ho _ 
b ad. settled on the w~ters oft he Miss_fssiJlp i from taxes for build~ 

- ing Cour.t H ouse and JajJ, on account of.tb.eir great distan~e from 
t he counti: seat." On ;i;~e·l 2th d ay ot Eel>:t' 1772, •:.f1nc·a.st~e 
Co)1n ty"· was forny:cl · by cutlipg pff fr11m Bot~ou rt 11 l arge pa!'t -of 

.. her Sou~liwest. corner. _ ·F.o.µ~ ye~r5)ater- : the cou-nti'es 9£ Ken - . 
tucky, Montgoiuer:y-and Washin·gtoa wei:e for med and Finca~t-le 
Coll nty· became extia C!.t. ."T fie town: of F incastle · b ad its birth 
F eb. ·12, 1772.. Isreal .(..'i:t?ristian , -:o( t he County of Botetourt, · 
formerly of ~fobile, A,1a., <lonat~d ·~O acres to the "General~ As_­
sembly" for the nse oftb·e county on which.to ere·ct'a Court H_ouse: 
and Pn·son •. · Fincastle is the 9Jdest -E nglisli.speaki ng town West 

. of, the Bl.ue Ridge Monntai.n s and S outh of- th~ Mason and Dilrnn 
Lme. . . . · , . _ · · _ . 

. Open All 11qurs for T ~urists. . Compliments Ha~th' s Ho~el 
. . - ·. . : ·-

.·.·-:.· 

. •. -

-· ·. 
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DAR Marks Grave Of 'Henry' l(in 
· A granite footstone was member of the Margaret 
placed at tpe gra.ve of Maria • Lynn Lewis DA.R at its first 
Antoinette Henry Hambrick in meeting 1 j.n February, 1894, 
the old City Cemetery on anq served as historian and 

chaplain. Tazewell Av.enue yesterday' in 
a Memorial Day ceremony 
sponsored by the Margaret 
Lynn Lewi s c h a p t e r , 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR). 

The late Mrs. Hambrick 
was a granddaughter of 
Patrick Henry and taught 
school in Roanoke until she 
retired. She died in 1900. 

She was the daughter pf 
Alexander Spotteswood Henry 
and Paulina Cabell and was 
born in 1838. After the Civil 
War, when her family like 
many in the South /suffered ' 
great financial loss, she 
decided to come lo Roanoke, 
then a young railroad town, 
and open a primary school. 

It operated successfully 
near First Street and Center 
Avenue , NW, until the opening 
of public schools in Roa~oke . 
Miss Henry married A. L. 

· Hambrick while in Roanoke, 

She was named an honorary 

In 1903, the chapter erected 

Patriot's Granddaughter. Taught Here 
a marble headstone on her chapter r~gent, presided at of Mrs . Hambrick's life ; and 
grave. yesterday's ceremonies; Miss a wreath was placed"·on the 

Mrs. Robert C h u r c h i 11 , Lucy Wingfield read a sketch grave. ·- · 
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