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: r t SUPTS.  M]JMO.  NO.  5 .1 ,

STATI TtrACI]ER OT TIItr Y]TAII

B a s i c  D a t a  S i r e e t

( inc lude fu l l  face  photograp i r )
( i n  c o l o r )

Age43 Flome Add-ress1910 Rorer Avenue, SW 24016

of School lluff Lane Elementary, 44L2 Huff Lane, NW 24012

v
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Name,.Mrs, Pesev Sue Mason

Name and Locat ion

Sub jec t  and Grade Level SpeciaL Tdu.cation 
- lntermediate m{R

P r e s e n t  P o s i t i o n  9  T o t a l  l e a r s  o f Hxperr_ence 15Years  in

-Name and

Name and

PREViOUS

Address  o f  Schoo l

A.r ldress of School

EXPERIEI{CE

Principal Miss Marcla Larson, Huff Lane Elementary
44L2Huff Lane, l{W@12

Superintendent Mr. M. Don Pack, Roanoke City Schools
;aK-240L7

D a t e s Inst i tu t ions ano.  Locat ion
%

Pos i t i on

Roanoke City Public Schools, Roanoke, VA - Special Education Teaeher

L965-L967 - Edgewood Elementary School, SanAntonio, Texas - Special Education Teacher

1963 - L965 - PACAF - Fifth Air Force - Tokyo, Japan - Special Education Teacher

L957 - L959 - Roanoke City Public Schools, Roanoke, Virginia - Ilomebound Teacher

PROFESS IONAL PREP;'\R.ATIO}{

Dates fnst i tu t ioTs and Locat ion

L952-L956 - The North Carolina College'- Durham, NC - B. A. Degree

Degree

t

v

Completed 1969 - The Uni{rersity of Virginia - M. A. Degree

Summer L959 - Hampton Institude, Hampton, VA - Certification for Elementary Education

September L966 - January, L967 - Our Lady Of the Lake College, San Antonio, Texas
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THE STORY OF MY LIFE

by PEGGY SIIE HARRIS I'IASON

In 1935 on the LZth day of January, I  was born in Roanoke,

Vi rg in ia  to  the wonder fu l  fami ly  of  E ls ie  and Kol lye Harr is ,  Sr .

I  was to  be the last  ch i ld  in  th is  c losely  kn i t  fami ly  of  Lhree

gi r ls  and one boy.

The Lc l rd b lessed me to be born in  a fami ly  whose mother  s t i1 l

proc la ims,  even 43 years la ter ,  that  her  ch i ldren are her  most

p rec ious  possess ions .

1 can not personally remember my early chi ldhood before age

six .  My mother  keeps those memor ies ref reshed in  our  minds by

reeall ing over and over again stories about her chi ldren that

s t i l l  br ing laughter  to  our  l ips.

My father  d ied when I  was s ix  years of  age,  My mother ,  wi th

the help of  God,  kept  her  fami ly  of  f ive ch i ldren together  by

work ing at  the Greyhound Bus Stat ion.  She held th is  job for  23

y e a r s .

I  shal l  never  forget  my f i rs t  s teps in to the wor ld  of

educat ion.  My f i rs t  grade teacher ,  Mrs.  Mat t ie  Morr is ,  was every-

th ing a f i rs t  grade teacher  should be.  She was our  "Mother" ,  in

every sense of the word, away from home" Her elassroom was ful l

o f  in terest ing th ings in  every avai lab le space.  Who knows,  maybe

th is  is  why I  s t i l1  fee l  today that  my e lassroom must  be a p lace

where the children can have an educational experience in every

di rect ion they turn", \//

r--
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My f i rs t  school ,  Gainsboro Elementary School ,  was a school

where the children held their principal and teachers in great

respect .  To the s tudents,  they were the k ind of  ind iv iduals  that

we  wan ted  to  g row up  to  be  " j us t  l i ke . "  I  can  s t i l l  see  the

classes l ining up to mareh into the school each morning. Our

teachers made school a place where God was included in our daily

devot ions.  I  remernber  eer ta in  Bib le  verses and chapters of  the

Bib le that  we learned in  Gainsboro School .  The Reverend A.  L.

James f rom the F i rs t  Bapt is t  Church on Nor th Jef ferson Street

would come each year to have a "mini" revival and extend an invita-

t i -on to  the s tudents to  accept  Chr is t  as the i r  personal  Savior .

These are v iv id  th ings in .my memory because th is  is  where I  jo ined

the church in a revival of this nature. My family has always,

then as well as now, been active members of a church.

On the co ld winter  days,  w€ were for tunate t .o  have great  pot -

bel l ied s toves in  th is  large school .  They gave the school  an even

more wholesome atmosphere from learning, a sec'ure place to be

menta l ly  as wel l  as phys ica l ly .

My teachers in the elementary school were well quali f ied for

the i r  pos i t i ons  as  l eaders .  They  s t ressed  the  impor tance  o f

get t ing an educat ion.  The Leachers and parents worked c losely

together to see that this goal would be reached in as many l ives

as poss ib le .  1  wi l l  forever  be gratefu l  to  these dedicated

indiv iduals ,  who passed on to  the i r  s tudents a " love for  learn ing."

I knew early in l i fe that I wanted to be a teacher to help others

as  I  was  be ing  he lped .: \ v

I
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I am glad that I came up in a generation where the prineipal

of the school was rendered the admiration and respect l ike that

of  a  Queen.  My f i rs t  pr inc ipa l 's  name was Miss Queen Wi l l iams.

The students would alwaSrs stand when she entered the room. Our

parents shared the responsib i l i ty  wi th  th is  "s tate ly"  lady in

shaping our  l ives.  They worked so c losely  together  that  a

student knew that i f  he misbehaved in school and was punished

for i t ,  he would get a double dose of punishment when he was

repor ted  to  h i s  pa ren t .

My school  career  cont inued in  the Lucy Addison High School .

This was a cormnunity school where everybody knew each other.

Friendships were cemented that have never been broken down through

the years.  Whi le  in  Addison,  I  fo l lowed a course of  s tudy in

preparation for col lege. Even though my mother was not f inancial ly

able to  send us to  co l lege,  w€ had the fa i th  lo  know that  i f  th is

was the course in  l i fe  God desi red for  us to  fo l low,  a way would

be made for  us to  at tend eol lege.  Hard work and study were the

par ts  we had to personal ly  p lay,  and we d id i t  wel l  "

I  had many good teachers in  High School  Never theless,  I  do

not  fee l  gu i l ty  in  say ing that  my favor i te  teacher  was Mrs.  Ethel

Robinson.  Mrs.  Robinson was my e leventh grade Engl ish teacher .

Ear ly  in  l i fe  I  had begun to develop a love for  reading as one of

my major  le isure t ime act iv i t ies.  Mrs.  Robinson increased ty  love

for  reading by adding l i terature.  I  loved to  hear  her  rec i te

poems.  I  can s t i l l  hear  her  say ing l ines f rom the poem, Jqne

from "The'Vis ion Of  Si r  Larrnfa l "  by James Russel l  Lowel1;

j

i v
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'Tis heaven alone that is given away'

'T is  on ly  God may be had for  the ask ing;

No pr ice is  set  on the lav ish sunmer;

June may be had by the poorest comer.

Schools  were never  c losed for  any reason in  those days.  h le

were l ike the mai lmen,  " through ra in,  ha i l ,  s leeL or  snow, etc l

e t c ;  e t c ;  "  . r ega rd lesS  o f  t he  wea the r , "  we  a t tended  sehoo l .

I  had to  be i l l  to  miss a day in  school .  Then as wel l  as now,  I

s t i l l  get  a  thr i1 l  when T receive a Per fect  At tendance Cer t i f icaLe

at  the end of  a  school  Year .

Af ter  graduat ing f rom Addison High School ,  I  began my col lege

eareer  at  The Nor th Caro l ina Col lege,  Durham, Nor th Caro l ina on a

work scholarsh ip.  Here I  majot"d in  Socio logy and rn inordd in

Socia l  Studies.  For  the f i rs t  t ime in  my 1 i fe ,  I  was to  be away

from home without a member of my family being with me. After the

f i rs t  spel l  o f  homesickness passed,  I  got  down to the business of

being a co l lege g i r l  in  every respect .  I  worked my way through

col lege,  a  fact  that  1  s t i l l  apprec iate twenty- two years la ter '

I  studied and worked hard for my college education. My mother was

my paftner. She was a partner who sacrif iced a great deal- to make

th is  oppor tuni ty  poss ib le  for  me.  I  wi l l  forever  be gratefu l  for

her moral and f inancial suPPort.

Af ter  graduat ing f rom North Caro l ina Col lege,  I  came back

to Roanoke expect ing to  secure a job as a Socia l  Studies teacher .

M.uch to my regret, there was no vacancy. My family did not wanL

me to seek emplo;zment in another city" I  got a job in the Dietary

I)
I,
I
l
l v))
I
I

l v)
I
I

I
i
I
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Department at Roanoke Memorial Hospital

happy  years .

I  worked there for three

t

I

- t

i.

:.

,

Whi le work ing at  Roanoke Memor ia l  Hospi ta l ,  I  secured a par t -

t ime job as a Homebound and Substitute Teacher with the Roanoke

Ci ty  Sehools"  These jobs were "sandwiched" in  between my hours

a t  t he  hosp i ta l  "

During the summer of 1958, I left Roanoke Memorial Hospital

to work as a counselor in a summer camp sponsored by the Rockland

County Center  for  the Physica l ly  Handicapped in  New York Ci ty ,  New

York.  This  was my f i rs t  exper ience in  the f ie ld  of  Specia l

Educat ion.  This  was a reward ing exper ience.

After returning home from New York, once again I was not able

to secure a regular  teaching job wi th  the Roanoke Publ ic  S ihools .

I returned to my job at the Roanoke Memorial Hospital where

worked unt i l  the Spr ing of  1959.  Once again I  le f t  the hospi ta l

to  take a job as a Secretary at  the L incoln Terrace Publ ic  Housing

Projects"  This  job was to  be for  two months,  whi le  the regular

Secretary was on matern i ty  leave.  Fol lowing th is  job,  I  a t tended

suntrner school at Hampton Insti tute, Hampton, Virginia to become

cer t i f ied in  Elementary Educat ion.

'  I n  Augus t ,  L959 ,  I  r ece i ved  a  te lephone  ca l l  f r om Mar t i nsv i l l e

Virginia to come for an interview for a posit ion as a teacher for

the Menta l ly  Retarded.  I  was successfu l  in  obta in ing th is  pos i t ion.

My years of wait ing for a regular teaching job f inal ly came to an

e n d .
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I  worked for  2 \  yeas in  l r {ar t insv i l le ,  v i rg in ia .  Dur ing th is

t ime I  s tarLed work ing toward a Master 's  Degree in  Educat ion at

the Univers i ty  o f  V i rg in ia .  This  goal  was reached in  1969 when I

received th is  degree wi th  my specia l  f ie ld  of  in terest  be ing

teaching the Menta l lY Retarded.

In August  Lg62 I  got  marr ied to  sgt .  Dewey M. Mason,  Jr . ,

who was a career  person in  the Uni ted States Ai r  Force"  From

this  r :n ion,  two lovely  daughters were born,  Bet t i -na Suzet ta '  and

Ke l l y  M iche l l e ' .  As  a  resu l t  o f  my  mar r i age ,  I  was  ab le  to

travel and teach Special Education in Tokyo, Japan, and San

Antonio,  Texas,  as wel l  as t ravel  extens ive ly"  I  secured a

teaching posit ion in Germany, but due to unexpected events, I  was

r :nable to  keep i t .

After a tragj-c automobile accident in Germany in which my

loved  one  was  k i l l ed ,  I  had  to  read jus t  t o  bu i l d ing  a  l i f e  w i th -

out  h im.  Af ter  1 !  years of  be ing a mother  and fa ther  to  my

daughters,  and complet ing the requi rements for  my Master 's  Degree,

I  re turned to  teaching and secured a job as the Specia l  Educat ion

teacher at the Huff Lane Elementary School. I  thank God for

these n ine successfu l  and reward ing years ax th is  wonder fu l  school .

To me,  f ly  fami ly ,  f ry  church,  andmy school  are s t i l l  the

most  impor tant  th ings in  mY t i fe"

:
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},IY PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION

bY PEGGY SUE HARRIS MASON

I  once  read  a  ch i l d ren ' s  l i t e ra tu re  book  en t i t l ed ,  "The

Door In  The Wal l "  by Marguer i te  DeAngel i .  One of  the most  mean-

ingful paragraphs that could r:ndoubtly be the key statement to

summar ize my personal  ph i losophy of  Educat ion reads as fo l lows:

"None  o f  us  i s  pe r fec t .  I t  i s  be t te r  t o  have  c rooked  l egs

than a crooked spir i t .  We can only do the best we can with what

we  have .  Tha l ,  a f t e r  a l l ,  i s  t he  measure  o f  success :  Wha t  we

do wi thwhat  we have."  I  s incere ly  hope that  I  have sueceeded in

help ing my pupi ls  in  Specia l  Educat ion to  "Succeed by doing wi th

wha t  t hev  had . "

Personal Tnvolvement: Teaching is many things. As a teacher

of  Specia l  Educat ion,  I  must  be many persons.  Teaching school  is

more than just  a  mat ter  o f  reading,  wr i t ing and ar i thmet ic .  Any

teacher who can spend f ive to six hours a day, f ive days a week,

with a group of chi ldren and not become involved in their personal

problems nor develop some feeling of parenthood, shorrld not be

allowed in a classroom. Tgrching i" a verJ hulnan prglqqsion and

very human people cannot help but get involved"

A Teacher As A Guide: I must aet as a guide on the l""tfrrg

jou rney  fo r  t hese  spec ia l  pup i l s .  As  the i r  gu ide ,  1  mus t ,  on  the

basis  of  my exper ience,  my knowledge of  the road (subject  mat ter )

and of  the t ravelers  (my pupi ls) ,  and my keen in terest  in  the i r

learn ing,  assume major  responsib i l i ty  for  the t r ip .  I  set  the

goals ,  establ ish the l imi ts  of  the t r ip  in  terms of  the s tudents '
: \-/
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needs and abil i t ies, determine the way to be taken , enL;Ken

and enr ich every aspect  o f  the journey and evaluate progress.

I must know well the travelers (pupils) for whom I am to guide.

The bet ter  I  know thei r  backEror :nds ,  ab i l i t ies ,  matUr i ty  levels ,

gg5gggths- and weaknesses , special_ talents and interests, the

bet ter  f  wi l l  be able to  guide Lhem.

An Authority: One Who-lhows : As a teacher, I  should be an

authority: one who knows and knows that I know. I must know;

not everything of course, noL anything completely for that is

impossib le ,  but  I  must  know much.  The teacher ,  as one who knows,

exempl i f ies the f ru i ts  o f  knowing and learn ing:  i ts  uses,  i ts

j o y s ,  i t s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  i t s  l i m i t s .

As '  A Teacher  I  _  l igst  Be A Leainer :  As I  work in  the c lass-
VNvn"

room, on any level  f$a*  the preschool  room to the posL school

shel tered workshop,  I  am engaged in  conrnunicat ing.  In  order  to

communicate, I  must know as much as I can about my subject

mat ter ,  new contr ibut ions to  my own par t icu la l  f ie ld ,  DI  pupi ls

and how these pupi ls  react  and re la te to  the subject  mat ter .

As a learner  wi th  other  learners in  the c lass the sources of

my knowledge wi t l  inc lude reference books,  textbooks,  o ther

teachers,  and or ig ina l  research"  As the teacher ,  however ,  the

pupil  learns new information and the teaeher gains new insights as

he real izes that  learn ing is  easy for  some and d i f f icu l t  for  o thers.

J I wil l  become more keenly aware of the need to f ind the paths along

which I can coil lmunicate to others, and 1 wil l  learn that the paths

j v



t o

o f

I
*-
t
3

1r
s

a;_
I

?
t
'l --

iL
4.
i-

*
?
a

::
i :

a.
x
-:
;

:
:

. l

r
a.
l

:

!

- 3 -

differ with each individual. Some wil l  be hungry

wi l l  not  want  to  learn,  and there wi l l  be degrees

abi l i ty  between these two ext remes.

learn,  some

desi re and

3av

i.

; ! ,

:

I  Must  Be A Facer  Of  Real i ty :  As a teacher ,  I  must  face many

real i t ies.  I  must  face the fact  that  people are what  they are

at  d i f ferent  levels  and stages in  process toward matur i ty .  I

wi l l  have to  accept  my pupi ls  and the i t  s t rengths and weaknesses

and p lace the i r  a t t r ibutes in  the proper  perspect ive.  I  must

reaLLze that every individual must have some sense of worth and

adequacy to  c l ing to  i t  and to  bui ld  on i t ,  and that  th is  must

be preserved as the ind iv idual  takes a more accurate look at

h imsel f  .

A Teacher  ts  An Evaluator :  In  making evaluat ions,  I  wi l l

need to understand the pupils in terms of their environment and

thei r .p laces in  the home s i tuat ions and in  the communi ty .  I

need to know that pressures are brought to b.ear. Through my

ef for ts ,  I  w i l l  d iscover  some impor tant  in format ion as I  ta lk

e i t he r  d i rec t l y  w i th  the  s tuden ts ,  d i rec t l y  w i th  the  pa ren ts ,  o r

wi th  the admin is t rat ion who have knowledge of  the pupi ls '  back-

grounds "

A Parent .  Too? I  know that  I  must  be more than f i rs t  a  teacher

i f  I  am to suceeed.  1 know that .  my most  percept ive cr i t ics  wi l l

be nei ther  the parents of  the ch i ldren I  teach nor  my fe l low

teachers,  but  the learners themselves.  I  r r i l l  soon be rewarded

by  be ing  a l l owed  to  se rve  as  second  r ra ren t ,  adv i so r ,  b ig  s i s te r ,

p s y c h i a t r i s t ,  e t c ;  e t c ;  e t c .
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In suurnary, I  would l ike to menfion Marguerite DeAngeli 's

beaut i fu l  book,  "The Door  In  The Wal l . "  This  is  a  marvelous

story to help young people understand that somewhere there are

people who care i f  they wil l  be open-minded enor-lgh to see and

accept them for their worth" I feel that my outlook on l i fe

is one which I attempL to forget about my wants and desires but

try to plan my l i fe so that I wil l  make a worthwhil-e contribution

to mankind" In achieving this goal, I  feel that my pupils and

other young people that I work with wil l  reach their highest

potent ia l  and be able to  adjust  to  a wor ld  that  has eonstant

changing mores and ideals .

t:

av
f,;
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SPBCIAL AWARDS

MOTHER OF THE YEAR - L974 - High Street Baptist Church, Roanoke, Virginia

OUTSTANDING ELEMENTARY TEACHER - 1974 (An Award shared by outstanding Elementary
Teachers throughout  the Unl ted States)

LrFE MEMBERSHIP rN TI1E VTRGTNIA CoNGRESS OF PARENT-TEACHER ASSOCIATION, 1978

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Membership in the Following:

National Education Association , - Roanoke Education Association
Virg in ia Edueat ion Associat ion
lnternational- Reading Associat j-on

The National Council for Exceptional Children
NAACP
Burre l l  Hospi ta l  Associat ion

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Roanoke Neighborhood All iance - Board Of Directors
TeachelCenter Planning - Board Of Di-rectors
Past ,  Credi t  Union of  l l igh 'Street  Bapt is t  Church -  Board Of  Directors

COMMT?TEES

Served on the Superintendent of Roanoke City Schools Pl-acement Comrnittee for

Specia l  Educat ion

OFFICE IIE],D

Presi-dent - Local
Vice President  -

Chapter of the National Council
Classroom Teachers Associat ion

For Exceptional d:i ldren

AT PRESENT

Vice President - Southwest Cormnunity Neighborhood All iance
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Hrcs Stnrer Blprrst Csuncs
2302 Florida Avenue, N. T[.

.Rolrorn, VIacnn 24017
TELEPHoNE 563-0T23

NOEL C. TAYLOR. D. D.. PASToR

CHAIRMAN OF JOINT BOARDE

ULAA N. BROADY
g2oa LYNNHOPE DR., N. W.

a62-l i la

CHURCH CLERK

WILLIAM D. COLEMAN

47OO GRANpIN RO, EXt-,

ar4-allae

s . w

September 15, 1978

To Whom It May Conern,

I am pleased to give my highest reeommendation for the
consideration of Mrs. Peggy Sue Mason as the "Virginia State
Teacher Of The Year." She has demonstrated outstanding
capabilities in serving the City of Roanoke in a teaching
capacity for a number of years.

Mrs. Mason is a woman of learning and skiL1. Her profound
knowledge and experienee have r,aon for her wide-spread recognition
in her profession. She has performed her offlcial duties in
the highest possible manner. Her sincerity and integrity have
earned for her the respect and admiration of her fe11ow co-workers
and the people of the community.

In spite of Mrs. Masonts accomplishments, she has remained
unaffected and unassuming. Through her intellectual force and
the warmth of her understanding she has done much to aide
students with learning problems.

She is a woman of great charact,er and wonderful- temperment
who enjoys a splendid reputation for honesty, loyality, and con-
cern for others.

In addition to her tremendous suecess as an educator, she is
also a great worker at the High Street Baptist Church where she
has demonstrated her warm-hearted hr:manity and deep concern for
the welfare of others. She is a creative teacher who is
throughly f arniliar with teaching procedures and policies . lulrs.
Mason is highly respected throughout Roanoke and is a delightful
person. I am pleased to reconunend her without any hesitation or
reservation for the "Virginia State Teacher Of The Yeart' award.

I
Sincerely yours,

YurL&
Noel- C. Taylor
Minister,  High
Mayor,  City 0f

Street Baptist Church
Roanoke

NCT/urj e
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R O A N O K E  C I T Y  P U  B L I  C  S C H ( ) O L S
HUFF LANE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

4412 HUFF LANE, N.W.

ROANOKE.  VIRCINIA 24OI2

Septe,nber 18, 19?B

To l&rom It Hay Concernl

It is my prlvilege to recsmrend Mrs. Peggl Sue llason for the
rrTeaeher of the Yearn award. She is an outstanding teacher of
mentally retarded ehild:ren.

Mrs. llasonrs first concem Ls for ttre nel:fare of her students,
provir{ing many opporiwrities for ttrem to Learn and become fully
functioning nerabers of soeiety. ller cmsistent and lovely &tanner
of leadershlp and elassroom managetnent creates a sonderful at-
mosphere for learrring and respecting one anottrer. The rapport
betreen teacher and students is exemplary.

There is a purpoee in everytlring Hrs. Hason provides for students.
The elassroom is a living exarple of a learni^ag eenter. It is
firll of exciting extrpriments, extriblts, proJects and aacourpllsh*
ments. Eaeh student is encouraged to suceeed and to become
aecountable for bis behavior. sre pr''orrides tlne rrhen students
nay partioipate ln activities nittr students ln the ruegular class*
room.

Mrs. Mason is highly respected and loved by parents ntro have not
hesitated to exprress to me ttrelr appreciatisr for her and errert-
thj.ng she does for their children.

I appreciate the opporhmity to recorunead Mrs. Magon for this
honor, for she possesses ar1 t'lre fine qualities of an outstandirc
teacher.

Slncerely yours,

ete;""T'{*-J
Mi.ss Mareia L. tarson
Principal; Huff Lane $ehooI

J
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Huff L,ane School

Septeurber L9, 1978

To Whom ft May Concern:

We commend for yoer eonsideration as "Teacher of the Year"
! our eolleague, Illrs. Pegry Sue S{ason.

As a teacher of the Edueable F{entally Retarded, Hrs, $lason

has been an integral part of the Huff Lane professional educa-
J tional eommunity for mar6r years. She has esmbined a high degree

of professional ability with a compassionate concern for the

children in her care, and in so doing has set a remarkable

example for all of us.

&Irs, Mason has involved the eonmunity in her instrtrction.

As an example of this teehnique she ha"s'uti l ized senisr eit izens

as tutors and resouree persons in her elass with good sueeess,
J She has also involved her students with senior citizens by eat-

ing lunch with them and sharing holiday aetivitj.es.

Srs. &lason has exhibited a highJ-y professional attitude in
a her dealings with students, fellow teaehers, and parents, She

has served as an offieer of our PfA and eontinr.r.es to be very

aetj.ve as both a teaeher and parent. She has served. as a

faeulty representative for her professior.ral assoeiation and
v coRtinues as an active member.

As co-workers we recognize in Mrs, Blason the most desirable

qual-ities of an educator. Stre remains to all of us an example
r of a caring, eoncerned professional,

Sincerely yours,

l -

i -
tr
t

tJ"tz* A- ,/4,A.
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I beve hae th€ bomr ?6dL IF{viLe€B ef rortr:ng Hith Hrs! Fegry fue Hasoa i.g

tbe rrgb SFeet &ptlst €he'c& for Bore than ten yeare"

I:r our fudsgr $erbool srbe Ls s teseAer of c&tl*r@ ln t'hc la*m€&tatc Detrnstamtr

ffrs. gasoa takee 1nd"de i.a prresaat{tl€t her Leesotrs te hear cllase Bhtob shory Eeridsnee

of BaSr hsws of plaming asd gtu'tlyi.ngo

56e segYs6 as pblieity chatmaa fer our SmAqy $ebeo3.r lrlsefpa.] en{ toa,chef fof

L Yaeatlon Sble Sehoel, a spoasor for the laeplic gholrt teaeker for the Settxeaitey gveaisg

BlbLe Stady 0laser and. peddent of, tb€ Seni.or Eegee of, enr chrreh.

ltrsr SBsa le deFeada.ble anil & ?erT efftcLsnt ttersoa fu tbe ares of Relfui€us

Echrcation.

ft is aB hsnor to reemend her fen eardl.ilasy for ffi$SLSSISi mffffi Sg8, EIRGIHIA

SE TEIg SGT6tsER, OF lEE IEAR ATASD IYI}.

(giss) A, Lorrraiae Jo$son

U-'-(*"*'19'1*)
$ryer{nteud*nt, $tndlay'Se$ool

srgh $t:l6@t B&ptist 6eccb

finnresarten Teacher,

Eoanoke C*tty eblie Sctuble

LJ
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Roanoke City Public Sphools
Division for Educational Programs 40 Dpuglas Avenue, N.W,
P. O. Box 13145, Roanoke, Virginia 24031 (703)981-2876

September l l ,  l97B

L

ll

L

L-
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L

Re: Teacher of the Year Recommendation
Mrs .  Peggy  Sue  Hason ,  Spec ia l  Educa t i on  Teacher
Huff Lane School
Roanoke Ci ty  Publ  ic  Schools

D e a r  S  i  r s :

I  am very p leased to have the oppor tuni ty  to  recommend an outs tanding
ind i v idua l  as  teacher  o f  t he  yea r .

I  have known Mrs.  Mason as a fe l low teacher ,  a  member of  the Counci l
f o r  Excep t i ona l  Ch i l d ren ,  and  fo r  t he  l as t  t h ree  yea rs  as  a  spec ia l
educa t i on  teacher  under  my  superv i s ion .

Specia l  educat ion teachers,  even more than teachers of  the non-
handicapped,  must  be very specia l  people.  There must  be an abundance
o f  pa t i ence  and  compass ion ,  as  we l l  as  the  know ledge  and  exper iences
requ i red  fo r  e f fec t i ve  c lass room pe r fo rmance .  l n  a l l  o f  t hese  a reas ,
Mrs.  Mason has cont inuously  demonstrated a level  o f  excel lence observ-
a b l e  i n  v e r y  f e w  i n d i v i d u a l s .

Pe rsona l l y ,  I  f ee l  t ha t  he r  nomina t i on  i s  a  l ong  ove rdue  honor ,  and  tha t
he r  se lec t i on  as  teacher  o f  t he  yea r  wou ld  be  recogn i t i on  o f  he r  ou t -
s tand ing  se rv i ce  to  young  hand icapped  ch i l d ren .

S i n c e r e l y ,

F-*""8,e"4
Rober t  B .  S ie f f
Superv i so r ,  Spec ia l  Educa t i on

RBS:  ep

I
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Roanoke City Public Schools
Department of Pupil Personnel Services 40 f5ouglas Avenue, N.W.
P. O. Box 13145, Roanoke, Virginia 24031 (703)981=2744

September 
. |3,  

1978

T0 Whom it May Concern:

Mrs. Peggy Mason has requested that I write a letter of recommendation
concerning her nomfnat ion to be teacher of  the year in Virginia for
1979.

I have known Peggy Mason as a teacher for the educable mentally
retarded for around seven to eight years. Her classrosm provided
a cheer fu l  ou t look  and was most  in te l lec tua l l y  s t imu la t ing  so  tha t
a gi f ted chi ld urould be able to f ind resources and help for
learn ing  in  a  way tha t  was  bo th  in te res t ing  and cha l leng ing .  She
was also concerned about the wel fare of  her students and their
fami l ies  as  we l l .  She had good re ' la t ionsh ips  w i th  her  ch i ld ren 's
parents.  She was very wel ' l  respected and a part  of  her local
school  .

Mrs.  Peggy Mason was not only president and president elect  of
our Councr ' l  for  Except ional  Chi ldren but she has been act ive in
this organizat fon even when not holding of f ice.  She was presr 'dent
i n  1 9 7 5 * 7 6 .

Mrs.  Feggy Mason is a cheerful  and posi t ive person al l  the t imes
I have known her. She has always had a professional respect for
her fel ' low teachers .

I am most pleased to recommend Mrs. Peggy Mason to be Teacher of
the Year for  1979 in the Commonwealth of  Virginia.

Eugene H. Meyer
Pres ident ,  Chapter  134
Counci l  for  Except ional  Chi ldren
School  Psychologist

I

v

L

L

L Si  ncere ly ,

t
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OTIS OGDEN
PRESIDENT

t .
PEGGY MASON
VICE PRESIDENT

MARTHA OGDEN
RECORDING SECRETARY
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Black Eouthu)est N eighborhood Allisnce
P. O. Box 12954

828 CAMPBELL AvE..  S.  W.

ROANOKE. VIRGINIA 24025
(703 )  942 -3513

S e p t .  l l ,  1 9 7 8

""..,I::f,1"*Ji1.,n", 
To wHoM rr MAy coNCERN:

W e  h i g h l y  r e c o m m e n d  M r s . "  P e g g y  M a . s o n  a s  a
V cLoRlA BRATToN

, r " ^ " , r i r * '  r e c i p i e n t  o f  t h e  V i r g i n i a  S t a t e  T e a e h e r  o f  t h e  Y e a r
a w a r d  .

M r s .  M a s o n  i s  a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  p e r € o n  i n  t * r e  c o m m -
u n i t y .  S h e  i s  i n v o l v e d  i n  m a n y  c i v i c  a n d  c o m m u n i t y
a c t i v i t i e s .

S h e  h a s  b e e n  e l e c t e d  b y . o u r  A l l i a n c e  f o r  t w o
c o n s e c u t i v e  y e a r s  t o  t h e  R o a n o k e  N e i g h b o r h o o d
A l l i a n c e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  a n d  s e r v e s  e x c e p t i o n *
a 1 l y  w e l l  o n  t h a t  b o a r d .  S h e  a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  v i c e
p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S o u t h w e s t  C o m m u n i t y .  N e i g h b o r h o o d
A l l i a n c e  ( p r e v i o u s l y ,  B l a c k  S o u t h w e s t  N e i g h b o r h o o d
A l l i a n c e ) , -

M r s .  M a s o n r s  c o n c e r n  a n d  i n v o l v e m e n t  w i t h  y o u n g
p e o p l e  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  c o m m e n a b l e .

N o t  o n L y  h a s  M r s , -  M a s o n  c o n t r i b u t e d  o f  h e r -
s e l f  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  s h e  h a s  b e e n  g e n e r o u s  i n  h e r
c o n t r - i b u t i o n s  o f  f  u n d s  a s  w e 1 1 .

W h e n  c a l l e d  u p o n ,  M r s . . M a s o n  r e s p o n d s  i m m e d -
i a r e l y  a n d  w i t h  e n t h u s i a s m  t o  l e n d  t h e  h a n d  t h a t  i s
n e e d  d e s p i t e  h e r  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  m a n y  o t h e r  w o r _ t h w h i l e
a c t i v i t i e s .

W e  . f i n d  M r s .  M a s o n r s  w o r k  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y * i n v a l u a b 1 e ,
a n d  h e r  i m p e c c a b l e  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  p l e a s i n g  p e r s o n a l i t y
m a k e  h e r  a  g r e a t  e x a m p l e  f  o r  o u r  y . o u n g  p e o p l e . -

L

t,

I

S i n c e r e  1 y  y o u r s  ,

C-h e!,*
O t  i s  O g d e n v
P r e s  i d e n t



L

L

a,

L

L*

L

L

L

ROAI{OKE NEIGHBORHOOD ALLIANCE, INC.

P. O. BOX 12354 . 824 CAMPBELL AVE.. L W. . ROANOKE. VIRGINIA 240.25 o PHONE: (7OB) 9a2-g5tg

S e p t  1  3 ,  1 9 7  B

T O  W H O M  I T  M A Y  C O N C E R N :

T h e  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  f o r  t h e  R o a n o k e  N e i g h b o r h o o d  A l L i a n c e
v o t e d  u n a n i m o u s l y  t o  p a s s  a  r e s o l u t i o n  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  M r s .  P e g g y
S u e  M a s o n  a s  a  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  t h e  T e a c h e r  o f  t h e  Y e a r  A w a r d . .

R o a n o k e  N e i g h b o r h o o d  A l l i a n c e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  w i s h e d  t o  a c k n o w -
l e d g e  t h e  t r e m e n d o u s  e f f o r t s  t h a t  M r s .  M a s o n  h a s  e x e r t e d  i n  o u r
m o v e m e n t  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  g e n e r a l  l i f e s t y l e  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f
o u r  c o m m u n i t y .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  w e  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  h i g h  p r o f f e s s i o n -
a 1  q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  s h e  h a s  e x h i b i t e d  i n  h e r  j o b  a s  a  t e a c h e r "

I t  h a s  b e e n  r e s o l v e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d  o f  d i r e c t o r s  f o r  t h e
R o a n o k e  N e i g h b o r h o o d  A l l i a n c e  t h a t  M r s . -  P e g g y  S u e  M a s o n  b e  g i v e n
c o m p l e t e  s u p p o r t  a s  a  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  t h e  T e a c h e r  o f  t h e  Y e a r  A w a r ' d .

R e s p e c t f u l l y  y o u r s ,

1-'

t,

L

'CItJ"l UtilAtusfi^/d,
A b d u L  M u b d e e  S h a k i r
A s s o e i a t e  D i r e c t o r

A M S / c 1 c
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To Whom I t  Coacerss,  ,

The n-ominatioa of, reg6y $ue I4ason for Teacher of the

Year displays exceller,rt Jud"gemetat. For two years I harre h*d the

privilege and pleasure sf, working vith F4rs. ivlason as an aide.

Professional  expert ioe prevj .d"es a s impl l f , ied des -

er ipt ion of  her teaching abi l i t ies.  $he of fers to the c la,ss €x -

enplary leadership and gBidanee. Al l  subjecte are taught wi th

excitementn clarity and on any $.eeesse.ry level Frsn the plan -

ning book to the appes.raace o$ the classroon she spends s&ay,

nany hours.

Ia the cless, Mrs. ff lasCIn exhibits a earing, loving

attituile fsr each ehild.. fhe disinterestedl, fruetrated or u& -

happy child wil l be eonfronted vith a reaely emlle anil a cha"nee

to grov,  to belong, to at ta in specis ic indiv idual  educat ional

s,eeds.

Starting a 4 - f i club, introdueinS the students to the

Jualor Red" Cross, the Studeat Sovernment, I{uej-e arail eqmmuaity

relat ions are just  a f raet ion of  the resul ts ehe hae achievedl .

For several  years F{rs.  Mason has been an ef feet ive,

dedicated teaeher in the f ie ld of  $peeiaL Educat iorq.  the !srd,

bestowed her with many talents and she uti l lses them gem.ereusly

for her studente, conimtlnity aud ehureh.

Any ehlld, eoworker, parent or ecquaintanee wil l f iad

she has a s incere,  genuiue, car ing at t i tud.e for  a l l .

To, teach is to instruct  or  shov otherg.  To witness her

Iove and devot iou for  her profession and al t  i t  concerns is to

1eartr.

Everyone leaving her class goes trith hope, a fee)-ing

of aecornpliehment ared a lsok to the future,

L
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If askeil, I could nane no one ff iore deservias of thls honor

than Peggy $. Ivlsson.

$rs.  F{ason cu}t ivatee and poeoesees the qual i ty of  belng

unelerstand.ing. She l"ife she l ives emanatee unselfish eervl 'ce.

The wll l i .ngraess te help others, l istening wlth a caring ear sJId'

giving of herself are traits she hae that &re adnj.red by many.

ffatching her in the c}&ssr@@n geiag about her i lutles Lete

you eone face to faee with ttre purpose for which we ere all

ereated, to be of  service to others.  Chi ld.ren sense and know

she eare$. fhey know she is concerlred. if they have persoreal

problems or if their problem is aeademlc. Sach student is made

to f,eel that they are sonebody, ff id that they have eomething

to contribute to the world. no rnatter hsr* sma}}.

the manr,rer in which she teaches and the care she givest

were not morely obtained by attending eollege and earning a

degree. fhe techreiques a,nd. eare cofies from the I{EA'RS.

this w@rld would be a better pl*ee if there was a bit @f

L Seggy Flasen ln all of us. Hy l ife and that of ny fa;tl}y has beea

touched en& srade rj.eher by sueh e $egnanlnous person.

If na:rned. Teacher of the Year this wil l be an honor not

L Just given to her, beeause she has wel3. earrned. that hon@r.

Therefore t t  is  to the credi t  of  a l l  concerned that ve rec@n$end

Peggy $. F{&son.

L

L

L

$ ince re l y r .

$arah $i lpit l
t,MAl d;l&;r'SSAA Aide '-,

r t /ezrz.&(-
-X'-u4u /<

{4ean Pence

$pecial  Educat ion Aid.e
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25L7 Maycrest Street
Roanoke,  Vi rg in ia

Sep tember  15 ,  L978

To Whom It May Concern:

The L luf f  Lane School  PTA was del ighted to  learn
that M.rs. Peggy Mason has been nominated for the
Vi_rg in ia  StaE6-Teacher  of  the Year  Award.  Mrs.  Mason
has-been an outstanding member of the Huff Lane PTA,
serving as Program Chairman and Historian Gn our
Executive Board, and being a faithful and active
PTA member.

For  severa l  years now,  Mrs.  Mason has accompanied
our Huff Lane students to monthly rol ler skating
par t ies,  sponsored by the PTA.  Lqst  May our  PTA'awarded'Mr i .  

Mason an honorary l i fe  membership to- the
v i rg in ia  congress of  PTA's for  her  dedicated serv ice
and interest in PTA work.

our  PTA is  proud of  Mrs.  Mason and a l l  her  endeavors.

Sincere ly  yours ,
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Judi th  T.
Pres ident
Huff Lane
Huff Lane
Roanoke,

+--Tfol*;
Kuell ing

PTA
School
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September 22, L978

To Whom It l4ay Coneern

f  am the Program Manager of  a res ident ia l  fac i l i ty  for  ch i ldren
and have knor,un Mrs. Mason for the past L\ yeats. She has been the
teacher for one of the children in my program since his entrance
into the 

| " f - f -Lane 
School .  

l

In the tirne that I have been acquainted with Mrs. Mason, she
has been most hel-pful to both me and my child. She has insti l led in
John a desire to learn that has made his school experience most
rewarding.  Mrs.  Mason has made a specia l  e f for t  to  see that  h is
class has been mainstreamed into all the activit ies and functions
o f  t he  schoo l .

Mrs. Masonrs patience and eagerness have been an inspiration
to me and I feel privileged to have had the opportunity to know her
and work with her.

Chov nc' t

Janres A.. Ford

Vtce Choirnan

Wiiliarn R. Reid

S€ciefor!'

H. James Hebert

Treasurer

Mrs. Jane Hough

E ecLriue Direcior

Dr. Freci P. Roessel, Jr. Sincerely ,

Stephanie Phil ips
Program Manager
3003 Read Road

S P : m f

MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES OF THE ROANOKE VALLEY
Executive Offices - Suite 512,92O S. Jefferson Street, Roanoke, Virginia 24016 - (703) 345-9841


