
Falsehoods . not only 
disagree with truths, 
but usually quarrel 
among themselves. The Illuminator 

Hap piness is a hard 
thing because it is 
achieved only by mak­
ing others happy. 

\Tol.11, No. 12 KENTUCKY AND WEST VIRGINIA POWER COMPANY 

Bates Promoted To 
Assistant Manager 
Of Bluefield Division 

Mr. Bates 

L. W. Bates, a veteran of 34 years' 
service · with Appalachian, has been 
promoted to the position of assistant 
manager of the Bluefield division. H e 
has held the position of manager of 
the Bluefield d istrict of the company 
since 1943. The promotion was ef­
fective September 1. 

Mr. Bates began his career m the 
electric utility field with the old Ap­
palachian Power Company at Blue­
field as a helper in the meter depart­
ment on July 15, 19 17. Later he was 
promoted to automatic substation in­
spector and then relay engineer. In 
1934 he was moved to the commercial 
department as a power sales engineer 
anJ in 1943 ·.vas named d istrict 
manager. 

H e is a registered electrical engi­
neer in West Virginia, a member of 
the West Virginia Mining Institute, 
the Pocahontas Mechanical and Elec­
trical Institute and the Southeast 
Chapter of the West Virginia Society 
of Professional Engineers. 

Mr. Bates has been very active in 
civic affairs. In his new position, he 
succeeds E. W . H ogg who was trans­
fe rred to Roanoke recently. 

Pulaski Employees 
Elected Presidents Of 
Three Civic Groups 

Three Pulaski district commercial 
department employees, Paul V. Kel­
sey, A. L. Lemons, and Brownie E. 
Yeager, recently were named to presi­
dential posts in Pulaski civic organiza­
tions. 

Paul Kelsey, district commercial 
manager, was elected president of the 
Pulaski Rotary Club. 

A. L. Lemons, who is employed as 
residential sales represen tative, was 
elected president of the Northwood 
Parent-Teacher Association. 

Brownie E. Yeager, a member of 
the power sales department, was 
elected president of the Pulaski Busi­
ness and Professional Women's Club. 

Employee's Daughter 
Singing In Famous 
Choral Group 

Miss Mary Ellen Snider, daughter 
of Mrs. and Mrs. E. 0. Snider, is 
singing this summer in the nationally 
known Robert Shaw Collegiate Choral 
Group. The Shaw choral unit is 
rated as one of the finest group of its 
kind. 

Mary Ellen 
was graduated 
from Baylor 
University in 
1949 with a de­
gree in music 
and is now 
working on her 
master's degree 
in the sa me 
field. 

Miss Snider Since grad­
uating from Baylor, she has been em­
ployed as supervisor of music for Jef­
ferson County, West Virginia. 

Mr. Snider is employed as Beckley 
district rural and residential sales 
supervisor. 

- STEWARD CLOETE 
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Huntington Division And District Win 
Top Honors In 'Sweepstakes' Campaign 
Over 22,000 Units 
Sold During Four 
Months' Contest 

The "Sweepstakes" Sales Campaign 
is over and the Huntington division 
and district won top honors in the 
four months' long contest. 

A total of 11,943 ranges, 6,188 
water heaters and 4,650 water systems 
were sold during the campaign. These 
sales will result in more than $565,-
000 in revenue annually to the com­
pany. 

In a special bulletin to the division 
and district managers, Julius H all, Jr., 
system commercial manager said, 
"These sales achieved by your dealers, 
with your aid and assistance are out­
standing." 

All divisions exceeded their quotas 
in the campaign which ended July 31 . 
Huntington division had 179 per 
cent of quota followed by Charleston 
with 138; Roanoke 120 and Bluefield 
116. 

In the district race, Huntington 
topped them all with 2 1 6 per cent 
of quota. In the last week of the 
campaign Beckley moved into second 
place with 194 per cent to push Logan 
into third place with 171 per cent of 
the quota. 

In conjunction with th~ "Sweep­
stakes" campaign, a water heater 
"Derby" was held. The Charleston 
district finished on top in the sale of 
water heaters, followed by the Blue­
field district. 

Over half of the ranges, 91 per cent 
of the water systems and 48 per cent 
of the water heaters were sold by our 
dealers in the rural territory served by 
Appalachian and Kingsport Utilities. 

The leading area sales representa­
( Continued to page 8) 

Requ i red Specia l H and ling 

New 102-Ton Synchronous Condenser · 
Arrives At Hancock 132-KV Station 

The Virginian Roilroad crane operator, Marvin Clark, is photographed as he 
skillfully swings Hancock Station's 102-ton synchronous condenser from a flat­
car to specially constructed cribbing at the substation site. Much of the work 
was accomplished in rain and was completed without mishap or the interruption 
of the Virginian's train schedules. 

Lynchburg Office Opening Attracts 4,000 A new I 02-ton synchronous con-
denser has been delivered to the 
Hancock 132,000-volt station near 
Roanoke. The massive piece of 
equipment required a great amount 
of coordinated effort and planning 
among representatives of the General 
Electric Company, The Virginian 
Railroad, Richardson-Wayland con­
tractors and Appalachian. 

This operation consumed two hours 
and five minutes without interference 
to Virginian train schedules. 

About 4,000 people attended the 
public opening on August 18 of the 
enlarged Lynchburg district office 
building. 

Under construction since May of 
last year, extensive remodeling of the 
old building and a three-story addi-

\_,,tion make the structure appear as a 
completely new building. The addi­
tion was built on the former site of 
"Old T's Place" and Happy Billy's 
pre-World War I saloon. 

An employee opening was held 
( Friday, August 17, when about 350 

employees and their guests toured the 
building and were served refreshments 
in the auditorium. Employees served 
as hosts and hostesses on Saturday 
when they conducted the public on 
tours through the building. 

Among the officials of A. G. & E. 
and Appalachian visiting the building 
were Philip Sporn, Graham Claytor, 
M. C. Funk, G. L. Furr and W. I. 
Whitefield. 

Although the "open house" for the 
public was not scheduled to start until 
10 a. m. on Saturday, many people 
started arriving at 8 :3 0 a. m. and 
were escorted through the building 
early to prevent crowding. One of 
the most interesting features of the 
building to the public was the heat 
pump in the basement. 

Located at the corner of Sixth and 

M ai n streets, the district office is 65 
feet wide and 103 feet deep. The 
126-seat auditorium and demonstra­
tion kitchens are located just off the 
lobby on the first floor while the 
commercial and accounting depart­
ments occupy the rest of the floor. 

Located on the second floor are the 

managerial offices, rural department, 
power sales department and personnel 
department. 

Distribution and engineering de­
partments are on the third floor. The 
distribution and appliance service of­
fices formerly were in the building 
across the street. 

/ 

The condenser, wh ich was manu­
factured at General Electric's Schc-

/

nectady plant was shipped August 1 
and arrived in Roanoke August 23 . 
Since the unit stood 16 feet, 3 inches 
above the rails and was 12 feet, 8 
inches wide, it could not be shipped 
direct and required a special routing. 

Monday, August 27, 0 . C. Farris, 
car department superintendent, J. R. 
Keeley, general foreman, and M arvin 
Clark, the Virginian's crane operator, 
moved their crews and equipment 
onto a siding in the Virginian's Roa­
noke yards. H ere, out of the way of 
~cheduled railway traffic, two hours 
bf tests were begun. The railroad's 
~00-ton capacity crane completed its 
~ing and lift tests and final plans 
for moving the crane. The special 
rain moved off the Roanoke yards 

toward Salem. 

At the unloading site, all power 
~ines and cables had been cleared in 
order to avoid contact with the crane's 
boom. Clark lifted the condenser 
from the flatcar to the specially con­
structed cribbing almost tenderly. 

The condenser was skidded clear of 
the right-of-way on rails by winches 
operated by Richardson-Wayland per­
sonnel. U nder the supervision of 
Charlie Goode, foreman, the massive 
un it was moved near its permanent 
location. 

Others assisting in the operation 
included: Jack Flaherty and Jim Bew­
ley, General Electric; H enry Clarke, 
A. C. Rogers, E. C. Rankin and R. L. 
Lewis, Appalachian. 

Red Feather 
Month Coming 
October will be Red Feather 

month in most of the cities on 
the Southern Properties. This 
year the Red Feather represents 
not only the Communi ty Chest 
agencies but also the United 
Defense Fund. The United 
Defense Fund will provide 
services to the armed forces 
and to communi ties congested 
because of the defense effort. 

The United Red Feather 
Campaign in your town needs 
you as a volunteer solicitor in 
next month's big fund drive. 
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A Personal Responsibility 

l_J 
This is Samp Branson . He is a 

Mech anical Maintenance Man in t he 
Hazard Plant, and the folks in the 
Hazard Dist rict will tell you that h e is a 
good one, too. Samp has two good eyes 
today, after a piece of steel from a chisel 
shattered his goggles, because he used 
good judgment. T his particula r accident 
happened before h e could t hink- but 
Samp thought beforehand artd wore his 
goggles. 

It would be rather difficult to find a 
better illustration of how thinking before­
h and-of following good safet y practices­
pays valuable dividends. But t he 
avoidance of personal injuries and damage 
to property is becoming more and more a 
personal responsibility. 

There is reason for a la rm over ou r 
record of accidents and near-accidents 
this year. \Ve have lost three fellow 
employees as the result of accidental 
deat hs. Two exceedingly close calls a re 
recorded where e rrors in switching left 
the potential for causing several deaths 
or serious injuries. We have h ad other 
close calls where men made accidental 
contacts with e nergized lines and equip­
ment. 

Several employees have fallen from 
poles, some of whom have been seriously 
injured. Others, inclu ding office workers, 
have had falls on stairs because they 
didn't think to use t he h and ra il. Still 
others have fallen to the floor because 
they didn't take time to carefully sit 
down on their chairs. Most of t hese 
falls, like other accidents, are not peculiar 
to any special group of employees, but 
apply to a ll of u s. 

We have reason to be concerned with 
highway accidents. Our own frequency 
rate of au tomotive accidents shows an 
increase this year over the same period 
last year. These accidents, luckily, have 
primarily resulted in damaged equ ip­
ment, but the national trend of highway 
deaths and injuries is on the increase. 

What can be done to stop employees 
from be.ing ki lled or injured? What can 
be done to prevent unnecessary waste 
t hrough the destruction of property? 
It becomes increasingly apparent that 
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What three qualities do you consider 
most important in an employee? 

ELIZABETH K. MATTOX. Engineer­
ing department, Pt. Pleasant: 

I consider honesty, 
neatness and a pleasing 
personality qualities 
which are musts in a good 
employee. An employee 
who can be trusted with 
the work and be relied 
upon at all times to carry 
it through is invaluable. 

Neatness of dress and 
!lJ above all, neatness of 

work assigned is a quality 
not to be overlooked in any employee. 

Last, but far from least, is a personality that 
enables the employee to get along in close har­
mony with his fellow workers. A pleasant, 
helpful employee has helped many of us iron 
out rough spots in our daily routine. 

0. A. HESSON. Boiler Maintenance 
Foreman, Cabin Creek Plant: 

There are three quali­
ties I consider most im­
portant in an employee. 

The first is personality. 
I t expresses character, 
job attachment, sells the 
employee, sells his com­
pany and its products. 

The second is ability. 
I t permits achievement, 
performance, capability 
and fulfills the desires of 

the employee and the company. 
The third is cooperation. It is necessary for 

an employee to operate together with others if 
he secures the goal which he seeks. The manu­
facnuing of kilowatts for public service re­
quires individual cooperation. 

MRS. GLADYS BALLARD, PBX Oper­
ator. Glen Lyn Plant: 

Honesty is one of the 
most outstanding qualities 
that an employee can 
possess. Unless one can be 
trusted by his employer, 
he cannot be a success. 
We must be honest with 
everyone with whom we 
come in contact. 

We, as employees, 
should be loyal to our 
company by working reg­

ularly, assuming all responsibilities willingly 
and cooperating with company rules at all times. 
We can each prove our dependability by doing 
our duties efficiently. 

Last, but not least, we should be industrious. 
Let our motto be "Anything worth doing is 
worth doing well." 

rubber gloves, blankets, h ose, safety 
belts, and a ll the other safety equi pment 
we have available w ill not a lone stop 
accidents. Guard ra ils, goggles, care­
fully inspected tools and equipment, 
safety reminders and other precautionary 
measures, important and . necessary as 
they are, will not alone solve this serious 
problem. The desire and determination 
of each of u s to prevent accidents is 
absolutely essential. 

No one wants to get hurt or to have a 
fellow employee injured. But the facts 
are rather conclusive that many of us 
have not been sufficiently concerned to 
do much about it. The prevention of 
accidents to ourselves and to others is 
largely an individual and personal re­
sponsibility that we cannot honestly 
fail to assume. An accident is no respector 
of persons. It u sually brings suffering and 
expense to the individua l ·and his fami ly. 
Are you, as an employee, doing your 
part to stop these accident s? 

JAMES L. WARD, Holston Substation, 
Kingsport: 

Of the three qualities 
I consider most important 
in an employee, the first 
is honesty. If an em­
ployee is honest to the 
company and to himself, 
a lot of mistakes can be 
overlooked, but a dis­
honest employee is always 
a cause of trouble. 

l 1 ~ The next is coopera-
tion and safety. By pull­

ing together and working safely, a job will be 
well done with an enjoyment in our association 
wi th our fellow employees. 

The third quality is cleanliness of the em­
ployee and the area in which he works. It is 
a real pleasure to go in to a shop or an office that 
is kept neat and orderly and associate with a 
person who keeps himself and his work area 
neat and clean. An employee is definitely 
judged by his appearance and the area in which 
he works. 

A. G. THORNTON, System Substation 
department. Roanoke: 

The outstanding de­
sirable quality in an em­
ployee is a good person­
ality. This is especially 
true in our type of 
work - public service. 
Since our job is to serve 
the public, we must be 
able to keep our relations 
with them friendly. 

This leads to the 
second quality-the abil­

ity to assume responsibility. I t is our responsi­
bi lity from the first day on the job to promote 
well-being with our customers and fellow em­
ployees. In each individual job, there are always 
responsibilities to be assumed. 

The third quality looked for in an em­
ployee is a good attitude. Without the proper 
attitude, an employee is of no benefit to the 
company and obviously the company could not 
fill the desire of the employee. 

JOHN A. BARNS, Supervising Engi­
neer, Welch: 

\ ' ' 1' 

his fellow workers. 

The three qualities 
which I consider most 
important in an em­
ployee are integri ty, a 
willingness to cooperate 
and a vi tal interest in the 
company's progress. 

In order to do a good 
job in any chosen field a 
person should certainly 
be honest and sincere 
with his employer and 

In a utility business it is necessary for all 
departments to cooperate and work, as a team 
for efficient operation. It is equally important 
for each employee to cooperate with fellow 
employees and the various departments. 

An employee who is really interested in the 
company's progress should be willing to spend 
the extra minutes it might take to finish a job, 
rather than feel that his job is just putting in 
a certain number of hours. 

Your Own Corner 

There's only one corner of the universe you 
can be certain of improving, and that's your 
own self. So you have to begin there, not out­
side, not on other people. That comes after­
wards, when you've worked on your own 
corner.-Aldotu H uxley. 
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MRS. NELLE PHILLIPS, Accounting 
department, Roanoke: 

Other than the usual 
moral qualities of honesty 
and character and a neat 
personal appearance ex­
pected of any person, I 
think an employee should 
possess the following busi­
ness qualities: 

First, the ability to co­
operate with fellow em- "\ 
ployees, as well as man- ..J 
agement in completing 

assign men ts satisfactorily. 
Second, punctuality, being on time for work, 

in completing reports, etc., should come as a 
matter of course. 

T hird, an understanding of what you are 
doing. Ask questions, know what you are doing 
and what part your work plays in the final 
product and the work will become easier and 
more pleasant. 

RALPH H. BRAGG. Meter department, 
Logan: 

Dependability, interest 
in his work and a pleas­
ing personality are the 
three most important 
qualities in an employee. 

Your employer de­
pends on you to perform 
your duties efficiently, he 
trusts you with company 
equipment and expects 
you to be punctual and at 
work regularly. 

Sincere interest in your job and the company 
is necessary. An employee should learn all that 
he can about his job and those indirectly con­
nected to his. H e should use good judgment 
and accept responsibility. 

An employee must have a pleasing personal­
ity. He must be cooperative and get along well 
with his fellow employees and with other people 
he may come in contact with on the job. 

PATSY YESTER, Accounting depart­
ment, Philip Sporn Plant: 

'' 

Three qualities I con­
sider most impor tant in 
an employee are ability, 
rel iability and the will to 
do. 

Ability is a leading 
factor. One must have 
the ability to do his 
duti es if he is of any 
value to his employer and 
to those with whom he 
works. 

Reliability is a second factor. One must be 
reliable in carrying out his assignments. With­
out this quality his ability could not be de­
pended upon. 

The third quality is the will to do, upon 
this rests the other two. The will to do in an 
employee is as important as the "spike to the 
punch," it's the "zip" or the "spirit" with 
which one does his work and the quality which 
is needed to make the first two effective. 

Possessions 
Cultivate fine taste and discrimination m 

your choice of things. Get a right idea of 
values. M aterial possessions that you do not 
need and cannot use may only be an encum­
brance. Let your guiding rule be not how 
much but how good. A thing you do not want 
is dear at .any price. Avoid surplusage. Choose 
things that express your own individuality. 
You must possess your things or they will 
possess you. Look for quality rather than quan­
tity. Unneccesary possessions bring unnecessary 
care and responsibility. Excess is waste. Have 
an occasional stocktaking and eliminate 
unsparingly. -Greenville Kleiser. 
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New 132 KV Line Links Cabin C1·eek, Glen Lyn Plants 
76-Mile Line Built 
Through Isolated 
And Rough Terrain 

Take a look at the map of the trans­
mission system of the Southern Prop­
erties which accompanies this story. 
Do you notice the dotted line marked 
"Cabin Creek-Kanawha-Glen Lyn 
13 2 KV Line?" That's one of the 
most important additions we've made 
to our transmission system in several 
years. 

During the past five years the load 
on our system has more than doubled. 
To provide additional generating 
capacities, we have built Sporn Plant 
and now have under construction the 
Kanawha River Plant. Along with 
the construction of additional gener­
ating facilities has gone the plans for 

/ new transmission lines, like the Cabin 
Creek-Glen Lyn line. 

Recently Put In Service 

The Cabin Creek-Hinton portion 

of this line was recently put in service. 
The Hinton-Glen Lyn section was 
placed in operation last J anuary. This 
double-circuit 132,000 . - volt line, 
which has been in the planning stage 
for many years, makes available to the 
southeastern part of the system addi­
tional electricity produced at the Phi­
lip Sporn Plant and the Cabin Creek 
plant and will make the electricity to 
be produced at the Kanawha River 
Plant available when it is completed. 
I t was built to provide additional 
transmission line capacity so that the 
future needs of the rapidly developing 
southeastern area will be adequately 
served. 

The 76-mile line has a total of 
289 steel towers, each weighing an 
average of about 8 tons. I t is a double­
circuit line consisting of six conductors 
and one ground wire. In the con­
struction of the l ine the longest span 
was 3,898 feet across Paint Creek. 
And the second longest was 3,779 
feet across the Piney River gorge. 

Bill Jefcoat, le~, and W. P. Carter, system transmission line superintendent, 
discuss some of the construction plans on the line while men on the tower in the 
background sag-in the conductor. 

Sagging operations on one part of the line. In the foreground the workmen 
are feeding the conductor to the me n on the tower. Note that. part of the con· 
ductor has already been strung to the tower in the background. 

Rough Country 

W. A. (Bill) Jefcoat, system trans­
mission engineer, who was inspector 
on the line, says, "The line was 
built over some of the roughest 
country I 've ever worked through. 
I t was very isolated and sparsely 
settled." Bill has been an employee 
of the company for more than I 5 
years and 12 of those years have been 
spent in the system transmission line 
department. 

The H oosier Engineering Com­
pany bui lt the li ne under the super­
vision of W . P. Carter, system trans­
mission line superintendent. During 
the right-of-way cutting and construc­
tion as many as 450 men were on the 
contractor's pay roll at one time. 

People Cooperative 

Bill said, "The folks in the country 
through which the line passes were 
most cooperative in helping us any­
way they could and were greatly in­
terested in the construction of the 
line." 

One of the problems during the 
project was in maintaining privately 
owned roads which were used to get 
the materials to the tower sites. Much 
time was spent in keeping the roads 
in good condition and in making sure 
that they were left in good shape. 

Many of the residents of the area 
asked questions about the line. Bill 
recalled a few of the questions, such 
as: " H ow are you going to get the 
stuff up on that mountain and across 
that gorge?" 

Roads Cut 

T ractors, caterpillars, winch lines, 
bulldozers and sleds were used to get 
the materials to seemingly inacces­
sible places. In numerous places, roads 
had to be cut out of hillsides so that 
the steel could be moved to the tower 
locations. The work went on in spite 
of snow, rain, sleet and extremely 
bad weather during last winter. 

Bill recalled one story about a sales­
man who stopped alongside the road 

at Grandview in Raleigh County. 

"He wanted to watch us get the con­
ductor across the P iney River gorge 

and waited as long as he could. When 

he had to leave before we could sag 

in the conductor, he asked one of the 
men where the next long span would 
be. 

"When the workman answered his 
question, the salesman said, 'I'm 

going to arrange my schedule so that 

I can see it'. " 

>· 
( 
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Looking down off Bad Off Mountain some six miles from Beckley where the 
towers had already been built ot the time the picture was made. 

The sagging of conductor begins across the Piney River Gorge near Grandview 
in Raleigh County. This span is 3,779 feet long. 
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Logan District 

Mr. and Mrs. T. L. Henritze, Sr., 
honored Price Blankenbeckler and his 
fiancee, Ann Woodrum of Kings­
port, with a dinner at their home. 
Mr. Henritze, line foreman, is Mr. 
Blankenbeckler's uncle. Others pres­
ent were Mr. and Mrs. R. E. Blank­
enbeckler, Mr. and Mrs. Frank White 
and Thomas Henritze, Jr. 

J ames R. Warren, Jr., is a new 
summer employee in the stores de­
partment. 

Recent visitors on leave from the 
Navy were Boyd Richardson, J r., son 
of the district superintendent, and 
Billy Tom Johnson, accounting de­
partment employee on military leave. 

Vacationers:. Merrill R. Atkinson 
and his mother in Alaska; Mrs. Jason 
Riggins and husband in Washington, 
D. C.; T. F. Valley and wife with her 
mother in Princeton; Caleb White in 
Wheeling as a delegate to the Pythian 
Grand Lodge and in Cincinnati; 
Mary Goodman with her daughter 
and family in New York City; H. ]. 
Collins and family at Ashland. 

Local office employees honored 
Mrs. Eunice ]. Fitzgibbon, account­
ing department, with a surprise bi rth­
day party in the hospital where she 
was confined with injuries received 
in an au tomobile wreck. 

Sympathy is extended Ohley L. 
Bennett, commercial department, on 
the death of his brother-in-law who 
was killed in an automobile accident 
in Mingo County. 

Alda J ones, accounting department, 
has returned to work after an illness. 

Sympathy is extended Mr. and 
Mrs. Paul C. Gosney on the death of 
Mrs. Gosney's mother. 

Huntington District 

Phyllis Dodrill, Huntington system 
billing office, is recuperating from a 
broken leg received in a fall. 

Ann Swindler, system billing office, 
resigned. 

Geraldine Lapool is a new em­
ployee in the mail and file unit. 

Vacationers: Mrs. Ethel L. H yldahl 
in Maryland and New York City; 
Edith L. Shy in Cincinnati and Chi­
cago; A. R. Guthrie and family at 
Virginia Beach and Marlinton, West 
Virginia; Margaret Dial in Cincin­
nati; Willie Mae Hunt at Sharpsburg, 
Kentucky;]. I. Schultz in New York. 

Williamson District 

Mrs. Margaret Morris is the new 
receptionist replacing Tina Davis 
who resigned to make her home in 
Youngstown. 

Steve Apple has resigned to resume 
studies at Cincinnati University. 

Karen Blackburn, daughter of 
Betty Blackburn of the engineering 
department, is recuperating after an 
operation. 

Vacationers: Mr. and Mrs. T. M. 
Watkins at Virginia Beach, Manassas 
and Alexandria; Mr. and Mrs. J . R. 
H artzog at Washington, New York 
and Normandy Beach, New J ersey; 
Mr. and Mrs. H enry D. H atfield 
and Steve Apple in Florida; Frances 
Keadle, Mabel Kiser, Lorrayne Corea 
and Mr. and Mrs. ]. L. Gilbert at 
Virginia Beach; J . L. R ichmond and 
family at Kermit; Ace Cerrato and 
family at Washington, Pittsburgh, 
Bloomfield and New York; Leroy 
Hairston at Philadelphia, Atlantic 
City and New York; Mr. and Mrs. 
Don H atfield at Cincinnati and Roa­
noke; Woodrow H olbrook and family 
in Kentucky. 

{See Huntington, page 10) 
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Fieldale District 

Vacationers: Albert Fudge and wife 
at Washington, D. C., and Lexington, 
Virginia; Alfred St. Clair and wife at 
Richmond; Bruce Hogan and wife 
at Washington, D. C., and Chesa­
peake Bay ; Earl Bullard and wife at 
Ridgecrest, North Carolina, and in 
the Smoky Mountains; 0. A. Keene 
near Charleston; Harvey B. Merri­
man and family at Buggs Island and 
Buckroe Beach; Bowling A. Cruise at 
Virginia Beach; Mrs. Lois Sheppard 
with her daughter in Salem. 

William W allace Joyce, transmis­
sion and distribution department, has 
resigned. 

Woodrow W. Hylton, groundman, 
has returned to work after a tonsil­
lectomy. 

William G. Simpson, serviceman, is 
convalescing from injuries received in 
a fall. 

Charles B. Kellam is a new em­
ployee in the transmission and distri­
bution department. 

Lynchburg District 

Mrs. Elizabeth Campbell, home 
economist, is 1ecup<;rating at home 
after undergoing an operation. 

Ralph E. Boze, employee on mili­
tary leave with the Navy, recently 
visi ted the office. 

Sympathy is extended C. H. Mor­
ris, PBX operator, on the death of 
his father who was killed by light­
ning on August 14. 

Vacationers: R. D. Curtis in Mary­
land and Pennsylvania; R . L. Smith 
at Ocean City, Maryland; Pete 
Thompson at Washington and Vir­
ginia Beach ; J eanne Pugh and Kay 
H udson at Old Point Comfort. 

Roanoke District 

Sympathy is extended Buddy 
Fulcher, pay-roll department, on the 
death of h is grandfather. 

Vacationers: Jessie Chase at Nor­
folk and Virginia Beach; Bee Eakin 
with her sisters in Bedford; Louise 
Lewis at Huntsville, Alabama; H. A. 
Howbert and family at Pauley's Is­
land, South Carolina; Fred E. Bow­
man and family at Virginia Beach; 
]. W. Faucette in Ohio, Kentucky 
and West Virginia; B. T. Stone in 
Washington, D. C.; R. L. Spencer in 
West Virginia and at Virginia Beach; 
W. A. H enley at Virginia Beach; 
Catherine Swain and husband at 
Washington, D. C. 

Sympathy is extended Miss Jim­
my Calloway, elevator operator, on 
the death of her sister. 

Elaine Wood is a new employee in 
the distribution office. 

Mrs. Arlene Pugh, distribution of­
fice, has resigned. 

Mr. and Mrs. H. P. Laughon at­
tended the State Elks Convention at 
Norfolk. She is a telephone operator 
while he is an employee in the rural­
residential sales department. 

System 

Glenna Gay Brammer and Sam T. 
Hancock are new employees in the 
system operating department. 
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Dolly van de Wint, operating de­
partment, visited her family in Van­
couver, British Columbia, due to her 
father's illness. 

Mrs. Doris Wilhelm, commercial 
department, has returned to work 
after a recent illness. 

H. L. Cushing, system residential 
sa les supervisor, has returned to work 
after an operation. 

Vacationers: ]. W. Smith at Blue­
field; Mrs. Stanley Hall at Virginia 
Beach, Portsmouth and Richmond; 
Betty C. Carper at Williamsburg and 
Richmond; Mrs. Shannon Dowdy at 
Buckroe Beach; Nancy Kerfoot at 
Ocean View; R. H . Price in West 
Virginia and at Claytor Lake; Kath-

{See Roanoke, page 8) 

Ashland District 

Vacationers: Louise Woodie in 
Paris, Kentucky; Fern Gesling in 
Colorado; Paul Lumbard in Missouri; 
Carl H opson in Washington, D. C.; 
L.B. Morris and 0. 0. Henderson in 
H ouston; Bill Holbrook in Kentucky 
at Wolf Creek Dam. 

New employees in the Ashland dis­
trict are : Martha Hankins, main ac­
coun ting office; Bill McKinney, dis­
tribution department, and Don L. 
Farmer, J r., substation department. 

Hazard District 

The commercial department gave a 
farewell dinner for Jean Riddle who 
is to be married to Coolidge Howlett 
of Lexington. Present were Mr. and 
Mrs. C. A. Zoellers, Mr. and Mrs. 
C. B. Cornett, Mr. and Mrs. W. R. 
Peyton, Mr. and Mrs. H . J . Bonta, 
Mr. and Mrs. K. C. Brashear, Jr., 
Mr. and Mrs. David Begley, Mr. and 
Mrs. Roy Miller, Mr. and Mrs. 
Adrian Fields, Mr. and Mrs. R . B. 

{See Kentucky, page 6) 

New employees of Kingsport Utili­
ties are James W. Overbey, Howard 
G. Brooks and T. C. Dorton, Jr., 
distribution department; Ray Cloud, 
steam production, and William L. 
Collins, meter department. 

Vacationers: Mrs. Betty Boyer and 
husband in the Great Smokie Moun­
tains; Frank Umberger and family 
in the Smokies, at Cherokee Lake and 
Chattanooga; Mr. and Mrs. James T. 
Duncan in Scranton; C. E. H olyoke 
and family in Brewer, Maine; George 
Smith and wife at Daytona Beach; 
W . C. Kerley and family at Harri­
man, T ennessee ; L. M . Safriet and 
family at Washington, D. C., and 
China Grove, North Carolina; E. R. 
Barrett and family at Daytona Beach; 
J. E. Ford and family at New Haven, 
West Virginia. 

Fred Pierce, distribution depart­
ment has returned to work following 
an extended illness. 

Mrs. Geraldine Deadmore recently 
visited her husband, Pvt. Thomas 
Deadmore, at Camp Breckinridge, 
K~ntucky. 

Pulaski District 

R. J. Blair and L. C. Angle, Jr., 
have returned after serving with the 
Reserves at Camp Lee. 

Sympathy is extended S. A. Dewey 
of the power sales department on the 
death of his mother. 

Ann S. Poe, Marion local office, 
attended the production of "Unto 
These Hills" while in Cherokee, 
North Carolina. 

Shirley R. Miller, Marion local 
office supervisor, attended the Inter­
national Convention of Pilot Clubs 
in St. Louis. 

Glen Lyn Plant 

E. A. Painter spent two weeks at 
Camp Lee as a member of the reserves. 

Vacationers: N. J. J essee and Elbert 
Jennings in the Smokie Mountains; 
H . L. Surber at the Beach; H . H. 
Reed in Canada. 

Hunter Dunn is a new employee 
at the Glen Lyn plant. 

A. C. Hollins, A. H. Hare, Harve 
Clemons, H. G. Pendleton and 
George Mann have been ill. 

Welch District 

The commercial department and 
the department heads presented F. M. 
"Dink" Cloyd a set of traveling bags 
at a dinner given in his honor on 
August 6. 

Pvt. Bradford Porter, Lt. W. B. 
Belchee and Lt. Roy Franklin were 
recent visitors in W elch. 

Estel Crabtree has returned to his 
job in the Welch line department 
after serving three years in the Army. 

Juani ta Lawrence, Mary Dalton 
and Mrs. Pearl Lawrence vacationed 
in Canada and the eastern states. 

Frances Lucado has resigned. 
W. T. Lanter is recuperating after 

an operation. 

Abingdon District 

M arion M. Miller has returned to 
work after an attack of pneumonia. 

Kathryn Dobbins is a new home 
economist in Washington County. 

Cpl. Russell Fleenor, employee on 
military leave, recently visited the 
office. 

L. W. Duncan has returned to work 
after a recent appendectomy. 

Mrs. Katherine Thomas, rural and 
residential department, has resigned. 

Jack Leonard has returned to work 
after a recent illness. 

Sympathy is extended ]. H. Davis, 
general foreman, on the death of his 
mother-in-law. 

Vacationers: Mr. and Mrs. A. D. 
Rosenbalm in Washington, D. C.; 
Sylvia Darnell in St. Augustine; Mr. 
and Mrs. ]. C. Lambert touring the 
Smokie Mountains; Mr. and Mrs. 
C. W. Johnson in Bluefield; Roy 
Gregory and family in Gratton; Patsy 
Byars in Biloxi; Jack B. Frier at 
M yrtle Beach; Mr. and Mrs. C. C. 
Self in Richmond; Mr. and Mrs. 
W. L. Smythers in Fries, and Mr. 
and Mrs. ]. J. Rosenberry and family 
in Wytheville and Pulaski. 

{See Bluefield, page 8) 
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Beckley District 

Sympathy is extended A. B. L illy 
on the death of his brother. 

Vacationers: H. F. Arnott and fam­
ily in Ohio; Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
H ancock in Florida; Elizabeth Scott 
in Ohio; Mr. and Mrs. Don Slayton 
in Baltimore; L. C. Bias and family 
in the Southern states; Pat Long in 
Richmond; H. B. White, Jr., and 
family in Ashland; F. E. Fisher and 
wife in Cleveland; J.E. deVenny and 
family in Florida; Mr. and Mrs. P. E. 
Pauley in Massachusetts; Mr. and 
Mrs. Clyde A. Marshall at New Or­
leans and Daytona Beach; J. W. Muir 
and fami ly at Bowling Green; Mr. ' 
and Mrs. R. H. McCullogh in Pa. J 

Among those attending the softball 
tournament in Kingsport from Beck­
ley were Mr. and Mrs. Waldo Lafon, 
Mr. and Mrs. ]. E. H ammer, Mr. 
and Mrs. L. C. Mollohan, Mr. and 
Mrs. L. C. Bias, W . E. Mitchell and 
L. H. Williams. 

Sporn Plant 

Marj orie Waldie, junior clerk, at­
tended the State Legion Convention 
in CJ1arJeston. She is president of the 
Pt. Pleasant Legion Auxiliary. 

J ohn W. Lawrence has returned to 
work after an extended illness. 

John W. Taylor, William H. King 
and Elroy E. Kaylor are new em­
ployees in the labor department. 

Vacationers: Charles Wilson and 
family in Ontario; Richard Fisher in 
Orlando; Howard Christy in Michi­
gan; Don Ohlinger in Michigan; 
Donald Thompson in Canada. 

Cabin Creek Plant 

Sympathy is extended Howard A. 
Bowen on the death of his mother. 

Sympathy is extended Mary Curry 
on the death of her grandmother. 

Vacationers: W. L. Wilshire and 
family at Ocean View; H . A. Bowen 
and family at Claytor Lake; W. K. 
Evans and family in the Carolinas; 
C. 0 . Weise in New York; Ernest 
and Norma McCormick at Miami 
Beach and Key West ; Mrs. Dixie Sue 
Foster in Florida; Owen Wilson and 
fami ly at Watoga State Park; T. E. 
Peay and wife at Virginia Beach; 
John Keffer and family at Ocean 
View. 

]. K. Hodges recently underwent 
an operation at Charleston General 
Hospital. 

]. B. Reynolds has recuperated 
from an operation. 

H. N . Belcher, retired, and wife _j 
took an extended tour through the 
Sou thcrn and Western states. 

Charleston District 

Commercial department vacation­
ers: Joe Kusky and wife at Wheeling; 
Mr. and Mrs. J ennings Fulknier and 
Mr. and Mrs. Lindy Jividen at At­
lantic City; E. A. Murray and wife 
at Myrtle Beach; Ed and H elen Braid 
at Salem, West Virginia. 

K. L. Lowe, pay roll clerk, is re­
cuperati ng at home from an illness 
after returning from Saranac Lake, 
New York. 

Vacationers: G. B. Moir, Jr., and 
family in Virginia and Florida; 
Henry Grimm and family at Ocean 
City, New J ersey ; George Kapp and 
family in Florida; Mary Emma Rus­
sel at Virginia Beach; Mr. and Mrs. 
"Red" Zontini at Cincinnati; Mr. 
and Mrs. Glenn M cDowell at Day­
tona and Miami. 

Sgt. John Davis, husband of Wanda 
{See Charleston, page 8) 
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Four Glen Lyn Plant Employees Build 
Fire Truck At Big Saving To Town 

This 800-gollon fire truck wos planned and built by Glen Lyn plant employees 
with a saving to the Town of Glen Lyn of over $3,000. Shown above from left 
to right: H. H. Reed and D. A. Buckland who did the actual construction; E. A. 
Painter who designed the truck, and W . R. Johnson who serves as f ire chief for 
the town. 

Some Glen Lyn plant employees, 
working with the Town of Glen Lyn, 
have built a fire truck at a saving of 
over $3,000. 

About three months ago, E. A. 
Painter, mechanical engineer, pre­
pared drawings and specifications for 
the 800-gallon truck from the studies 
made of several other fire trucks. The 
town ordered the necessary parts 
through a fire equipment company. 

Then H. H. Reed, working fore­
man, and D. A. Buckland, utility man, 
star ted assembling and welding to­
gether the various parts. Remaining 
parts now being installed are booster 
reels, hose and pump. The truck is 
scheduled for completion the first of 
this month. 

Another company employee, W. R. 
Johnson, who is a boiler operator, 
serves as fire chief for the town. 
Whitt's Service Station at Kellysville 
donated the painting on the equip-
ment. 

Two Ashland Men Lead 
Jaycee Drive To Raise 
Funds For Youth Center 

D. P. Wade and R. W. Schweitzer, 
of the Ashland commercial depart­
ment, were co-chai rmen of the recent 
Ashland Jaycee Youth Center Drive 
which surpassed its goal. 

The drive was the first of a series 
to raise funds to build a youth center 
and about 100 teen-agers sold 5, 116 
"Jiffy Fences" with a net profit for 
the club of more than $500. 

Among the youngsters receiving 
cash awards for being top salesmen in 
the four-day affair was John Gordon, 
16-year-old son of R. L. Gordon who 
is administrative assistant of the Ken­
tucky and West Virginia Power Com­
pany at Ashland. 

Annual Report Gets 
Honorable Mention 

M. C. Funk, vice president and 
general manager, recently was advised 
t hat Appalachian's 1950 Annual Re­
port was awarded an Honorable 
Mention citation in the eleventh an­
nual sunrey of annual reports. 

The announcement was made by 
Weston Smith, executive vice presi­
dent of Financial vVorld magazine. 
The judges were: Dr. Pierre R. 
Bretey, Elmer C. Walzer, Denny 
Griswold, Carman G. Blough, and 
Guy Fry. 

The judges reviewed more than 
five thousand annual reports which 
were submitted by industrial corpora­
tions and financial institutions from 
every section of the United States. 

The survey is being conducted each 
yea r by the Financial W orld maga­
zine, an investment and business 
weekly. 

Six Fieldale And Stuart 
Cashiers Win Dinners 

Six Appalachian cashiers of the 
Fieldale and Stuart offices, for the 
second month in succession, balanced 
to the penny every day the offices 
were open during the month of July. 
For this accomplishment, the cashiers, 
both regular and relief, won them­
selves steak dinners. 

The cashiers entertained with 
steak dinners at the Broad Street 
Hotel in Martinsville were: Misses 
Joy Tipton, Dot Shaw, Ann Eggleston 
and Mrs. Geraldine Lawless. Mrs. 
Lois Sheppard and G eorge Turner, 
both of Stuart, were not able to 
attend. 

THE ILLUMINATOR 

Son Of Roanoker 
Attends Boys State 

Jimmy Bell, son of J ames B. Bell, 
was one of nine boys selected at Jef­
ferrnn High School, Roanoke, to at­
tend the annual "Old Dominion Boys 
State" recently held at Virginia Poly­
technic Institute. "Boys State," which 
is in session one week each year, is 
sponsored by the Virgi nia Department 
of the American Legion. 

.. 
Jimmy Bell 

At the con­
ferences, boys 
from every sec­
tion of the State 
attend a series 
of claSf:es deal­
ing with state 
and ci ty man­
age ment and 
take parts in 
the actual func­
tion of mock-

civic and court duties. At this year's 
conferences, Jimmy was elected Clerk 
of his City; a delegate from his City 
to the State Convention of the Na­
tionalist Par ty and also passed the bar 
examination. 

Delegates to "Boys State" are 
chosen on a basis of scholarship, char­
acter, and outstanding work in vari­
ous school activities. 

Mr. Bell is supervisor of the right­
of-way and records department in the 
Roanoke district. 

Miss Mitchell Resigns 
Position With Company 

Miss Lucille Mitchell, who for the 
past three years has been secretary in 
the public relations department in 
Roanoke, has resigned. 

She was first employed by the com­
pany about four years ago in the com­
mercial department of the Roanoke 
district, where she was a stenographer. 

Upon the forma­
tion of the public 
relations depart­
ment she became 
secretary in 
the department. 
In addition to 
her stenographic 
duties , Miss 
Mit chell has 
been circulation 

manager, society editor and typist for 
THE I LLUM INATOR. 

She is spending a month wi th her 
paren ts, Mr. :md Mrs. Hugh T. 
Mitchell , in Ashland and plans to be 
married in September to Samuel H. 
Esleeck, of Norfolk, Va., who is em­
ployed by the General Electric Com­
pany. 
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Two Turner Operators Escape Injury 
As Big Alcohol Tank Explodes Near By 

C. L. Yest, seated, and F. H. Rouse tell W. R. Witzel what they were doing 
when lightning struck an alcohol tank at the near-by Institute plant of Carbide 
and Carbon. The explosion knocked down the two lights in the foreground, the 
one on the left hit the floor at the edge of the cha ir mat while the other fell 
on top the desk. 

The blast was terrific just l 5 0 yards 
from the explosion. Windows shat­
tered, glass flew, fixtures fell. But two 
Turner substation operators miracu­
lously escaped injury. 

C. L. Vest, system operator, and 
F. H. Rouse, station operator, were 
on duty the night of July 28 when 
lightning struck a tank containing 
over a million gallons of ethyl alcohol 
at the near-by Institute plant of Car­
bide and Carbon. The tank exploded 
with a roar heard for miles and throw­
ing flames 300 feet into the air. 

Vest was talking on the telephone 
to F. H. Lewis, chief operator, when 
the lightning bolt struck. The blast 
knocked the phone from h is hand. 
Looking around, he saw Rouse bury­
ing his head in his arms to keep from 
being cut by the glass which was flying 
through the room. 

Rouse had just finished taking 
hourly readings from the various 
power plants on the panel and had 
turned around to say something about 
the severity of the lightning storm. 
He says that he did not hear an ex­
plosion or feel any concussion, only a 
very bright light and glass flying. He 
first thought lightning had struck the 
switch yard and it had blown up. 

Two overhead lighting fixtures 
were jarred loose by the explosion and 
fell near the men. When they 
realized the lightning had hit the 
alcohol storage tank, they got tarps to 
cover the openings left by the explo­
sion which ripped out three plate 
glass wi ndows in Turner substation. 

Joe Campolio, station operator who 
was off duty but lives right outside the 
plant yard, ran over to help put the 

wet tarps over the windows, keeping 
out the rain and the terrific heat 
coming from the fire. 

No major power interruption re­
sulted from the blast. The only dam­
age to company property, with the 
exception of the glass broken, was to 
some poles on a 4 kv line about 100 
yards from the blazing tank. They 
caught fire, causing a limi ted outage 
to that section of the line. 

As there was danger that the burn­
ing tank would ignite another near-by 
storage tank and the resulting explo­
sion would cause further damage, 
plans were made to take care of the 
emergency in the event the substation 
should be lost. 

H owever, firemen prevented the 
fire from spreading. Estimates put the 
loss for Carbide and Carbon at well 
over a million dollars. 

Charleston's Picnickers 
See Added Attraction 

As a rule, when members of the 
Charleston Kilowatt Club plan family 
entertainment, it goes off with a bang. 
This year, while the club's family pic­
nic was in progress at the Dunbar 4-H 
Fairgrounds, they got more than they 
had bargained for. They were but a 
short distance away when the tank of 
the Carbide and Carbon Chemicals 
Corporation exploded and caught fire. 

In addition to seeing the most se­
vere fire Charleston has experienced 
in a number of years, the picnickers 
enjoyed swimming, horseshoe pitch­
ing, and various other forms of enter­
tainment followed by a dance at the 
recreation center. 

Safety Behind The Wheel • • . Ashland Folks Show It In Action 
Caution 

Many motor veh icle accidents occur ot street and highway inter­
sections. The Safe Driver approaches and crosses every inter­
section with caution. He tokes nothing for g ranted, having 
more confidence in the right way than the right-of-way. Al­
though he knows other drivers may ignore stop signs, the Sa fe 
Driver accepts the sign at its face value. To him it does not 
mean merely to slow down, take a quick glance to see if the 
way is clear and then keep going. He knows the sign means 
exactly what it soys--STOP. 

Courtesy 

The Safe Driver is always a Courteous Driver. Courtesy beh ind 
the wheel is a habit with him because he recognizes the fact 
that the street or h ighway is not for his use alone but that other 
people hove rights, too. He is considerate of pedestrains and is 
always willing to g ive the other driver a brea k. He is a lways 
alert a nd ovoids those s ituations t hat would involve h im in an 
occident. He has discovered that every little act of courtesy re­
words him with a deep feeling of personal satisfaction. 

Cooperation 

When the Safe Driver intends to stop or change the course of 
the vehicle he's driving he does not keep it a secret. He let s 
the other fellow know by giving the proper arm signals. This 
advance t ip off of his intentions permits the other driver to 
adjust h is own a ctions in plenty of time. The development of 
sudden a nd unexpected situations is the cause of many accillents 
on the highways. The Safe Driver minimizes such possibilit ies 
by using t he coned arm signals at eve ry opportunity. Ashland 
District personnel ore operating the vehicles in the photographs. 
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Better Than A Dog's Life 

Abingdon District Pets Attract Attention 

Kingsport Utilities 

Kingsport- Rhea H. J ennings from Appalachian E lectric Power Com­
pany at Welch to Kingsport; Wayne M atthews from auxili ary equipment 
operator to collector; Rudolph Lyons from laborer to groundman; J oseph B. 
Baker, .J r., from junior meter reader to junior helper; M onroe Lynch from 
laborer to boi ler operator B; ]. W. Johnwn from groundman 'to lineman C. 

Appalachian Electric Power Company 
Abingdon District- Viladene P. Winstead from junior clerk to junior 

PBX operator; Gladys M. Reed from junior cashier clerk to j un ior cashier; 
H arry M . Rasnick from meter depar tment to transmission and distribution 
department; Elbert]. Sanders from transmission and distribution department H ave you ever heard of a skunk 
to meter department; Fred S. Rosenbaum from transmission and distribution named White Shoulders, of a pony 
department to substation department. named Champ, of a parakeet named 

Charleston District- ]. R . Skelton from serviceman C to serviceman B; Shanghai, of goats named Woody and 
E. 0. D avis from meterman C to meterman B; H . M. Coutz from meter Blatz or of a lamb named Tony I If 
helper to serviceman C; Margaret ]. E vans from j unior clerk to junior you knew any or all of them, then 
cashier; Rosie Sanders from clerk-typist to cash poster ; F. E. Smith from j unior you know some Abingdon district em­
bookkeeper to senior bookkeeper; R. W. Palmer from maintenance man ployees who own these unusual pets. 
helper to mai ntenance man C; Graham H . Summerson, Jr. , from meter de- The pet skunk belongs to Doris and 
par tment to area sales representative ; W alter H. Minsker, serviceman A to James Fleenor. Doris is employed in 
senior merchandise order and billing clerk. the managerial department and J ames 

Fieldale District- Derwood G . M erriman from meter serviceman B to in the meter department. J ames al-
substation main tenance man B ; J. W . Eanes from meter serviceman B to ways wanted a pet skunk and while 
meter serviceman A; W. G. Simpson from meter service helper to meter worki ng in a rural area of Scott Coun-
serviceman C. ty he bought one for $ 1. 5 0 from a 

Huntington District-Thelma J effers from system billing to the local boy who had captured it. 
accounting department. Bringing it back to Abingdon, he 

Logan Plant,.-L. D. Adams from utility operator B to utility operator A; gave it to Doris as a gift. They agreed 
E. L. Kimmell from laborer to utility operator B. that the first thing to be done was 
~ · to have it deodorized. As the vet-

Lynchburq District-G. C. Go~ady, Jr. , from lineman B to troub}e- erinarian charged $7 for such danger­
man A; Charles D. Mattox from semor PBX operator to customer service. ous work J im had a friend in Rural 
clerk ; Jesse L. Ashworth from senior petty cash clerk to senior pay-roll clerk; Retreat ~erform the operation. 
Charles W. Hogan from junior meter record clerk to senior petty cash clerk. / The name " White Shoulders" was 

Williamson District- Betty Lee Roach from accounting department to given the skunk not only because of 
meter department. the two white streaks across its 

System Offices-Vernon D . Will.is from Roanoke local accoun ting de- shoulders but also because that is the 
partment to system accounting; M ary A. Via from system billing department name of J im's favor ite perfume. J im 
to local accounting department; Albert E. Dodson from Charleston district buil t the pet a pen with a screened 
to system operating department; M ildred S. Dowdy from hydro production porch and sliding door to separate 
department to execn tive office. it from a dark space in the back. 

Bradley Station Transformer Arrives 

This 30,0100 kva transformer has been installed at the Bradley transmission 
station near Beckley. The Bradley station is rapidly nearing completion and 
will be put in service soon. It will provide an additional source of electricity to 
the Beckley area. It is connected to the system by the new 132,000-volt Hinton­
Kanawha-Glen Lyn Line. 

Kentucky 
(Continued /rorn page 4) 

Muncy, H ope Francis J ack Caudill 
and Mr. and M rs. A. R. Barber. 

Kay Cornett is a new employee in 
the commercial department. 

M rs. H elen Robertson, home econ­
omist, recently spent some time with 
her mother who underwent an oper­
ation in Lexington. 

Vacationers: Bruce Muncy, M ac 
Smith, Dewey Parks and Paul Muncy 
fishing in Canada; L. B. Ferguson 
and family in Rom.e, Ga. ; Thomas 
Bunton in Columbus visiting h is 
father ; Mr. and Mrs. K. C. Brashear, 
J r., in Canada. 

Pikeville District 

Sympathy is extended Bill H arris, 
d istribu tion department, on the death 
of h is step-father. 

Jarrett M. W ood and Bill Barnett 
recently trained with the reserves at 
Fort Campbell. Both are captai ns in 
the airborne infantry reserve unit in 
Pikeville. 

Sympathy is extended Homer and 
Auborn H elvey, linemen, on the 
death of their mother. 

Dan Allen Penny, meter reader, 
has returned to school. 

Raymond Caldwell, serviceman, is 
recuperating after breaking his foot 
in a recent fall. 

White Shoulders, however, prefers 
to stay in the house where she sleeps 
in any dark place, usually under the 
refrigerator. She likes to sleep dur ing 
the day and prowl at night. 

Very particular about her diet, 
Whi te Shoulders eats scrambled eggs, 
bacon, jelJy on toast and warm milk 
for breakfast. Cottage cheese, fried 
chicken and corn on the cob are other 
favorites along with a nice big bug, 
which Doris is not too enthusiastic 
about catching. 

A clean pet, nothing pleases the 
skunk more than a good soapy bath 
and drying with a big turkish towel. 
W hite Shoulders is not too friendly 
with strangers because she has no way 
of protecting herself. H owever, the 
skunk is maki ng a nice pet for Doris 
and Jim and a wonderful playmate 
for their two kittens. Besides-they're 
fond of the little stinker. 

Another unusual pet in the Abing­
don district is Champ, a pony owned 

Some of the pets owned by Abingdon district employees are shown above. Top 
row: W . B. Clatterbuck feeds Tony from a bottle. Doris Fleenor tries to keep 
White Shoulders from being camera shy. Carl Carrico holds Champ for "Ricky" 
Warden, son of Richard Warden of the engineering department. Bottom row: 
James L. Q. Moore, Jr., holds young Blatz and old Woody. Mrs. Paul Dunn 
feeds Shanqhai some feed while Paul watches. 

by Carl Carrico, maintenance man at 
Abingdon. Champ was bought from 
a man in North Carolina and now 
weighs about 250 pounds. 

The three-year-old pony is very 
fond of candy and biscuits and each 
morning starts braying for his break­
fast about 6 a. m. Champ is such 
a horsey little fellow that the Car­
ricos have to keep the back screen 
door closed to keep him from coming 
right into the kitchen. 

Paul Dunn, Abingdon rural de­
partment, and his wife fell heirs to 
a parakeet named Shanghai about two 
years ago. The parakeet was given 
Mrs. Dunn by her sister-in-law be­
cause it sang so much that it kept her 
baby awake. 

About nine years old, Shanghai is 
a light blue and whi te. Not to be 
outdone, Shanghai sings when the 
radio starts playing. If hungry at 
night, Shanghai doesn' t hesitate to 
wake the Dunns wi th singing so that 
it will be fed . 

Goat's milk - that's the order for 
J ames L . Q. Moore, Jr. This book­
keeper in the local accounting depart­
ment at Gate City has two pet nanny 
goats, W oody and Blatz. 

H e fi rst bough t the 3-year-old 
Woody to graze the weeds in some 

extra lots. Of the Toggenbury breed, 
she gives a quart of m ilk per day 
which J ames uses for cooking and on 
breakfast cereals. 

Blatz is 5 months old and of the 
Nubian breed. She is the pet of the 
two goats and likes to ride in the car-. 
She was bought while very young 
and J ames raised her on, of all things, 
cow's milk. 

Although J ames likes his pets, he 
believes that two goats is one too 
many. He plans to sell old Woody 
after Blatz grows up. 

Thrown out of the family ci rcle at 
an early age, Tony never had it so 
good. This lamb was one of t riplets 
and his mother would not claim him. 
Thus W. B. Clatterbuck, lineman at 
Cleveland, took the "orphan" when 
he was one day old. 

Since Tony became the property of 
Clatterbuck, he has grown by leaps 
and bounds. At first kept under an 
electric lamp to keep h im warm, Tony 
still likes t hat old childhood habit of 
being hand-fed from a bottle. 

W. B. McGlothlin Cuts 
Marion Fire Damage 

T he experience of W. Bates M c­
Glothlin, Pulaski d istrict serviceman, 
helped prevent extensive damage to 
electric wires at a fire which recently 
destroyed the Cornett build ing in 
Marion. 

Bates, a member of the M arion 
volun teer fire department, climbed a 
pole in terrific heat and cut the service 
wi res going into the building. Until 
the blaze was brought under control, 
he kept close watch over the 4,0 00-
volt line which was close to the fire 
to see that no Rames spread to the 
pole. 

J. B. Campolio Promoted 
At Turner Substation 

Ann W eatherton of Ashland, 
daughter of G. A. Weatherton, re­
cently visited friends in Hazard. 

Newt Money recently underwent 
an operation. 

New employees in the Pikeville 
district include: William Zoellers, en­
gineer; M ary Lou Stapleton, home 
economist; Lois ]. Rankin and Charles 
R. Robinette, accounting department. 

The children's watermelon eating contest, shown above, together with boating, 
softball, skeet shooting, horseshoes, bingo and other entertainment, were the 
highlights of the Glen Lyn Steam Plant' s family picnic. The 1951 outing was 
recently held at McKenzie's Lake with more than four hundred employees and 
their guests attending. It was considered the plant's most sucd sful picnic 
in a number of years. 

J oseph B. Campolio lus been pro­
moted to C hief System Substation 
Operator at Turner substation at 
Institute. 

Coming to work with the company 
in May of 1942 as operator at the 
substation, he served in that capacity 
until h is promotion on August 1. 
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Welch District's History Parallels Coal Deve~oprnent 
Blacksmith's Fuel 
Attracted Settlers 

When the strange r with a wagon 
arrived about 1870, "Aunt Betsy" 
T hompson rushed across the fields and 
down the hill. She told the men at 
the blacksmi th shop that he must not 
be permitted to take away a full wagon 
of coal. She protested that such ex­
ports would soon exhaust the supply. 

Since then, over 40 mill ion tons 
of coal have been taken from the 
original Pocahontas m ine 111 the 
W elch district. 

Any story of the h istory and de­
velopment of this district which co1·ers 
parts of T azewell, McDowell, Bu­
chanan, W yoming and Mercer coun­
ties must necessarily para llel the 

1.f'-.fevelopment of coal. The earliest 
v 1erttion of this section prior to the 

discovery of coal was the Indian mas­
sacre of the Moore family in 1786. 

Note Coal Deposits 
About 1840 the Rogers brothers, 

English geologists, made extensive 
studies of the Appalachian coal meas­
ures in Pennsylvania and carried their 
examinations to the section then be­
longing to Virginia. They made the 
firs t record, so fa r as is known, of the 
rich coal measures on Laurel Branch 
in what is now the Pocahontas coal 
field. 

When Jordan N elson in 18 6 7 ac­
quired a 1,000 acre tract of land 
where Pocahon tas is now situated, he 
began · using in his blacksmith shop 
the rich coal cropping to the surface of 
his property. As fame of the new fuel 
spread, other smiths traveled fa r to see 
the wondrous fuel and to carry some 
back in t heir saddle bags. Finally, 
they started coming for coal wi th 
wagons drawn by oxen. I t was at this 
point that "Aunt Betsy" who lived on 
an adjoining farm to Nelson made her 
protest against selling all the fuel. 

Fame . of the fuel spread even fur­
ther and the N ew River Railroad, a 
predecessor of the N . & W ., changed 
its plans and started building tracks 
to Pocahontas instead of to H inton. 
At the same time the Southwest Vir­
ginia D evelopment Company was or­
ganized and developed the mine until 
they were ready to ship coal when the 
Norfolk and W estern extended its 
t racks to Pocahontas in 188 3. That 
same year the fi rst car of coal was 
shipped to the H onorable William 
L amb, mayor of Norfolk. 

The Southwest Virgin ia Improve­
ment Company was succeeded by the 
Pocahontas Consolidated Collieries 
Company, later the Pocahontas Fuel 
Company Inc. 

Tracks Extended 
As a result of the e fforts of M ajor 

ed H otchkiss, a capitalist and pro­
moter of Staunton, Virginia, and 
Captain Isaiah A. W elch, a prospector 
who explored the coal deposits in M c­
Dowell County, others were interested 
in the development of this region. 
Railroad t racks were extended in 
l 892 through the E lkhorn T unnel, 
down Elkhorn Creek to T ug R iver 

where the Town of W elch was 
founded in 1893. 

T he beginning of the electric 
industry in this area was the construc­
tion of small plan ts by the various 
coal mining companies. The largest 
of these plants was the Pocahontas 
Fuel Company plant at Switchback 
which was connected to the power 
house at Pocahontas by a 13 .2 kv line. 

T he original franchise for furnish­
ing electricity, water and street rail­
wars in W elch was granted by the 
town council on April 7, 1902, to 
D. J. H owell of Alexandria, Virginia. 
H e organized the W elch W ater, 
Light and Power Company of which 
he was secretary and treasurer. 

Turns On lights 

W. H . Gannaway, the district's 
oldest retired employee, turned on 
the fi rst lights fo r about 1 5 customers 
on October 25, 1902. They were 
operated on a monthly rate of 50 cents 
per 16 candlepower ligh t. Only night 
service was provided. 

The firs t meter was installed in 
1903 in the home of R. B. Bernheim. 
About 40 street lights provided a 
maj or part of the load at the plant 
which consisted of a 50 ki lowatt 
machine. The boiler was a 100 hp 
locomotive type which operated the 
steam-driven pump for the water 
works as well as the generating equip­
ment. 

In 1904 an addi tional 15 0 kw 
machine and a 200 hp engine were 
added . The original boi ler was torn 
out and two boilers formerly used 
in the U nited States Senate building 
were installed. 

Contract Signed 

At a time when the mines were 
findi ng increased use for electric 
energy for operations, the Appalachian 
Power Company was organized in 
19 11 by the H . M . Byllesby and 
Company and Viele, Blackwell and 
Buck. A contract of far-reaching sig­
ni ficance was signed by Appalachian 
and the Pocahontas Fuel Company 
whereby the utility company would 
supply electric energy for the oper­
ation of Pocahontas' mines. Appa­
lachian also purchased the steam plant 
at Switchback from the fuel company. 

The new electric company had 
what was then an advanced idea for 
servicing the mines. They were build­
ing two hydro plants on N ew River 
south of Pulaski and were going to 
transmit electricity over high voltage 
lines to the m ines. W ith the comple­
tion of Buck and Byllesby hydros, 
an 88 kv line was built to Switchback 
and service was extended to other 
mining companies throughout the 
area. With a new power source avail­
able, more and more mines discon­
ti nued using their small plants and 
started buying power from Appa­
lachian. 

In addition, the company started 
serving small towns which had been 
served by various coal companies from 
their mine plants. Both Bramwell and 
Pocahontas granted Appalachian the 
franchise to serve them soon after the 
company started serving the mines. 

Main Street of Grundy, Virginia, in Buchanan County 

Appalachian Power Company ac­
quired the W elch W ater, Light and 
Power Company on J une 18, 19 11. 
Both water and electricity were sold 
until 1926 when Appalach ian became 
a part of the American Gas and Elec­
tric Company. 

Mullens, Pineville And Grundy 

W hen the Virginian railroad com­
pleted its line into M ullens in Wyom­
ing County early in 19 14, the coal 
industry developed rapidly and 
created a demand for electricity. Con­
struction of a line was started on June 
3 0, 1914, and rushed to completion 
that same fall to provide the fi rst 
electric service for that county. 

In 192 7, a line was constructed 
down the Guyandotte River to Pine­
ville, the county seat. T his line pre­
ceded the railroad and paved high­
ways wh ich followed as the town grew 
rapidly. 

Fi rst electric service for Buchanan 
County was furn ished by a small steam 
plant installed by H arry J ohnson 
about 19 14. About 5 0 families in 
Grundy were served until 1923 when 
a committee of citizens presented a 

l--
Top: Located in the heart of Wyoming 
County near Mullens, the new ltmann 
Colliery of Pocahontas Fuel Campany 
processes 5,000 tons of coal a day. 
Tall as a ten-story building, ltmann 
is really two plants in one, a dry-clean­
ing plant and a heavy media wet proc­
ess wash ing plant. (Photo courtesy of 
Pocahontas Fuel Company). Center: 
Looking north on McDowell Street in 
Welch . Left: The Welch district office 
build ing . 

Three Have Total Of 107 Years' Service operator, most of the time at Jenkin­
j ones. 

A reminder of the company's origi­
nal contract with the Pocahontas Fuel 
Company is the fact that direct cur­
rent is furnished that company for its 
m ining operations. Indicative of the 
magni tude of the operations in the 
Pocahontas field is that all the mines 
are electrified and have 884 miles of 
underground electric railway serviced 
with 27,000 mine cars. Over 200 
electric cu tti ng machines are operated 
and the mines are ai r-conditioned. 

G. W. Steadham C. C. Belchee C. C. Caldwell 

Although "Aunt Betsy" had no 
way of knowing it in 1870, most of 
the land in the area is so rich in coal 
deposits that there are over three 
acres of coal underground to each 
acre of surface land. In add it ion to 
the 700 million tons of coal mined 
and shipped from the Pocahontas field 
since its opening, it is estimated that 
there are one billion tons to be mined 
and shipped during the coming years. 

petition to Appalach ian requesting 
se rvice. The company's Coalwood­
C linchfield 88,000-volt line passed 
within three miles of Grundy. 

As a result of the petition, a trans­
former station was installed and line 
constructed to the town in January of 
1924. Electric service again preceded 
the railroads as the Buchanan Branch 
of the Nor folk and W estern Railroad 
was not completed until 1931 when 
the Buchanan County coal fields were 
opened to extensive developmen t. 

Although industries in the area or 
incident to or connected with the 
dominant coal mine industry, there 
is considerable farming in the district. 
M any miners have purchased tracts 
of land on which they have built their 
homes and tend their farms after 
hours. 

District's Growth 

As an indication of this trend, the 
d istrict serves over 14,000 rural cus­
tomers today. About 2 5 ,00 0 customers 
are being served by the district's 192 
employed compared with about 
1 0,000 customers in 1941. A. F. 
H orne is district manager in the 
l ,200 square-mi le area served by more 
than 1,800 miles of line. 

Three veteran employees in the 
d istrict are George W . Steadham, 

0 

Chester C . Belchee and Charles C . 
Caldwell who have a total of 107 
years of service with the company. 
Steadham, Pocahontas serviceman, was 
employed in M arch of 19 12 and has 
worked as groundman, lineman and 
substation operator. 

Belchee was employed in J une of 
1 9 16 and worked as groundman, line­
man, troubleman, line foreman and 
service foreman before becoming gen­
eral line foreman. Caldwell, substa­
tion operator, was employed in Jan­
uary of 1 9 18 and has worked his 
entire length of senrice as substation 

H aving seen the t remendous 
growth of coal mining through the 
years, W elch district residen ts would 
have been the first to tell "Aunt 
Betsy" that she need not have been 
alarmed. There was plenty of coal to 
go around-even by the wagon load . 

Near Pocahontas is the only mine in the world equipped to shaw sight-seers 
how coal is mined. A paved road through the mine makes it possible for visitors 
in the ir cars to see phases of mining in the various " rooms" cut into the huge 
coal seam. G. E. Adams, loca l superintendent at Welch, stands in front af an 
exposed seam nea r the exhibition mine entrance . 

_J 
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Bird Cage To Bedstead--A Conglomeration 

I 

What is it? That's a good question . The boy scratching his head ot the back 
of the "Indian princess" seems just as puz:ded as the rest of us. Appearing in 
an American Legion Convention parade, th is car belonging to George Hancock 
of the Ashland distribution department is a rolling duplicate of Hancock's Con­
glomeration Store on Winchester Avenue. Hancock advertises that "we buy and 
sell anything." From the number and variety of articles on the car, it seems the 
only thing not on the car is the photographer and his camera. 

Joule Club Officers 
Elected At Meeting 

N. B. Kean was recently elected 
president of the Joule Club, a social 
group of the Huntington engineering 
and executive departments. O ther 
officers chosen for the coming year 
were Edith L. Shy, vice president; 
Stella Buttrick, treasurer, and Cath­
erine Twohig, secretary. 

Committee appointments at the 
meeting at St. Clouds Commons Club­
house were C. H. Price, Ethel Hyl­
dahl and R. T. H ibner, advisory com­
mittee, and Azel McCurdy, Mary E. 
Fike and C. M. Duke, social com­
mittee. 

A vote of appreciation was extended 
to the retiring officers who served and 
developed the Joule Club during its 
first year. 

Sweepstakes 
(Continued from page 1) 

tives by districts were: J. M. Wysong, 
R. H. Smith, Carl Phillips, C. H. 
Ferguson, K. D . Moore, R. C. Wilton 
and Paul Baker of Huntington ; P. W. 
Burks, G. C. Covey and J. C. Steele 
of Beckley; 0 . L. Bennett, Logan; 
B. J. Oney, Williamson ; H. A. How­
bert and J. M. Peck, Roanoke; Ralph 
Hale, Welch; J. R. Whitehurst, 
Bluefield; A. L. Graham and J. E. 
Grantham, Pulaski ; W. H. Ferguson, 
Abingdon; W . E. Henderson, Lynch­
burg; W . K. McGraw and H. K. 
Shabdue, Charleston; J. D. Higgins, 
Fieldale, and S. N. Johnson, Pt. Pleas­
ant. The top men in the water heater 
derby were 0. L. Williams, L. A. 
Goeller and G . B. Stump all of 
Char]eston. 

These men were awarded a trip to 
Iags H ead for their outstanding 

records in the campaign. 

System 
(Continued from page 4) 

erine Matthews at Cherokee Indian 
Reservation, North Carolina; Reba J. 
Turner in Richmond; W. F. Keehne 
and family at Dou that State Park; 
Mrs. Cline Bradford at Bath, North 
Carolina; Mr. and Mrs. J . Clyde 
M iller in Florida. 

Tyler Stowers h<!s returned to work 
after an illness. 

About 11 5 members and guests of 
the system accounting Appa-Mo Club 
attended an all-day picnic at Bedford 
State Park on August 11. 

Charlotte Key and Mary Ann 
Grisso are new employees in the ac­
counting office. 

Sarah Adams is recuperating after 
being discharged from the hospital. 

Lucille Mitchell, public relations 
department, was honored with a 
luncheon at the Patrick H enry H otel 
on August 8 by the girls of the fourth 
floor. Miss Mitchell left the company 
to spend a month with her parents 

New Hazard Employee 
Startled By Two-Way 
Radio Conversation 

A two-way conversation had a new 
employee in the H azard district be­
lieving that he had picked up a secret 
broadcast in code on the company 
radio network, 

Traveling in a company car on the 
first day of h is employment, he heard 
something like this: "KIA 400 to C-
45-9. Come in, Mosco." 

Thinking this was a call to the Rus­
sian capital, he became very attentive. 
A short time later another voice an­
swered : "C-45-9 to KIA 400. OK, 
Truman. C-45 -9, over and out." 

He did not learn until later that 
this was a routine check call between 
two company employees, Mosco Black­
burn and Truman Hart. 

Beckley District Holds 
Annual Family Picnic 

About two hundred and fifty em­
ployees, their families and guests, at­
tended the Beckley district annual 
picnic held recently at the Beckwith 
4-H Camp near Fayetteville. 

Among the attractions of the annual 
outing was an old-fashioned square 
dance. Other entertainment included: 
softball, volley ball, badminton, horse­
shoe pitching, swimming and various 
contests. 

in Ashland before her marriage in 
the latter part of September. 

M rs. Kathleen C. Chandler is a 
new employee in the public relations 
department. 

Vacationers: Adrena Harmon in 
New York and Washington; Bettye 
Lugar at Virginia Beach; Jane West 
in North Carolina and H agerstown; 
Mary H enderlite in Washington and 
Maryland; H enry Howell at Hungry 
Mother Park; W. F . Moore at Nags 
H ead; Joyce Gri ffin in Richmond and 
North Carolina; Frances Thomas in 
York, Felton and Gettysburg; P. C. 
Ray at Daytona Beach. 

Joan Wylie, accounting office, has 
returned to work following an ap­
pendectomy. 

Sympathy is extended Helen Pear­
son on the death of her grandfather. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Reynolds 
attended the Masonic School at 
Blacksburg. She is an employee of 
the accounting office. 

M. L. Burdette attended the Na­
tional Dokkie Convention in Toledo. 

Vacationers: 0. A. Hawkins and 
family in Greenbrier County; Bur­
nette Caldwell in Eli zabethton, T en­
nessee; C. L. Robinson and family 
at Philo and Dunbar; Wallace Coffey 
and family at Rustburg. 

THE ILLUMINATOR 

A. L. Thurston 
Of System Office 
Retires Sept. 1 

~~----' 
Mr. Thurston 

A. L . Thurston, sytsem accounting 
office, Roanoke, retired September 1 
after having completed more than 
twenty-seven years of service with the 
company. 

Mr. Thurston was guest of honor 
at a dinner at the Shenandoah Club. 
He was presented a watch by L. E. 
J efferson on behalf of the employees 
of the department, and a pen-and­
pencil set by Frank Moore, president 
of the Appa-Mo Club, on behalf of its 
members. 

In rounding out his twenty-seven 
years of service which began in 
March, 1924, at Bluefield, Mr. 
Thurston has remained in one general 
field of work. H e was first employed 
with the accounting department of the 
Appalachian Power Company and re­
mained at the Bluefield office until the 
Appalachian Electric Power Company 
was formed in 1926. At that time, 
he was transferred to the Roanoke 
main accounting office and remained 
there in variou~ capacities until his 
retirement. 

Mr. Thurston has been a member 
of the Greene Memorial Methodist 
Church, Roanoke, for the past twenty­
four years where he served as a mem­
ber of the Board of Stewards. He is 
the father of two sons, A. L. Thurs­
ton, Jr., H illsboro, Texas, and Carl G. 
Thurston, Bergenfield, N . J. 

When asked about h is plans for the 
future, Mr. Thurston replied, "First, 
I'm going to take several months' va­
cation. That's when I'll decide how 
I'll spend my leisure years." 

J. K. Hall Dies 
At Cabin Creek 

Mr. Hall 

John K. H all, 50, a Cabin Creek 
Plant employee, died at his home 
August 2 following a prolonged ill­
ness. 

Mr. Hall had been an employee of 
Appalachian since July, 1943, and 
worked as material clerk. 

H e is survived by his wife, Mrs. 
Clara M ae Hall and six daughters, 
Mrs. M ary Lee Ferrell of Miami, 
W. Va. Mrs. Eleanor Mae Eggleton 
of Wyandotte, Michigan; Dorothy 
J ean, Marcella Kay, Clare Layne, and 
Sue Anne, all living at home. Also one 
step-son, John Hamilton, Jr., of 
Kansas City, Mo. 
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Survey Shows Employee Information 
Program Is Interesting And Helpful 

A Good Report 
The tenth annual Southern 

Properties Softball tournament 
was played on August 17 and 
18, but al ready good reports 
have been received from Kings­
port. 

Hotel managers, restaurant 
operators and others in Kings­
port have been high in their 
praises of all those who attended 
the softball tournament. In 
every case hotel people said they 
would be very happy to have 
all of the players and fans who 
attended the tournament to 
come again. 

Everyone conducted them­
selves in line fashion and made 
a very favorable impression, 1s 
the word from Kingsport. 

Charleston 
{Continued from page 4) 

in the credit department, was dis­
charged from active reserve duty. 

Hobart Ballangee recently had as 
his guests his sister-in-law and fam­
ily from Orange, Texas. She is Mrs. 
W. E. Markham, a former employee 
of the bookkeeping department. 

D. F. Boggess trained for two weeks 
with the National Guard in Kentucky. 

Vacationers: J. W. Layne in Flor­
ida; George Litsinger and family at 
Nags Head; Mrs. Patty Horn and 
husband at M yrtle Beach; Joe Red­
inger and family at camp on Lake 
Chaweva; Mr. and Mrs. Carl Elkins 
at Cincinnati; R. G. Skinner and 
family at Chautauqua Lake in New 
York; Mr. and Mrs. G ene Eager at 
Nags Head; L. C. Lively and family 
at Mobile, Gulf Shores, Gulf Port 
and Biloxi. 

P. 0. Bailey trained for two weeks 
with the Naval Reserve. 

Betty Cayer, on leave from the 
W aves, recently visited the office. 

Ralph Baughan, Jr., recently vis­
ited his home at Pratt before being 
t ransferred to the Naval Air Center at 
J acksonville. 

Vacationers: E. C. Judy fishing 
near Tampa; E . C. Flannery and 
family at Claytor Lake ; W. H . Zinn 
and family at a camp on Greenbrier 
River near Hinton; Kyle Wilson and 
wife at Virginia Beach; M ary Louise 
H ardy at New York City; Ardith 
Ferrel at Sanford, Florida, with her 
husband who is stationed at the Naval 
Air Station. 

Kenna Judy's wife is recuperating 
from typhoid. 

L. M . McKibbin has been ill. 
I. C. Lavender suffered a heart 

atttack. 
S. T . Preston is recuperating after 

an operation. 
F. C. Young is recuperating after 

an operation. 
Nella H igginbotham is recuperat­

ing after an operation. 
L. F. Nichols is recuperating after 

bei ng released from St. Francis Hospi­
tal. 

New employees in the Charleston 
district: Barbara Cummings, pay-roll 
department; Garnet Naylor and Clar­
ence Elswick, transportation depart­
ment; Mrs. Anne H art, Polly Ann 
H arris and E. L. Mitchell, commer­
cial department; Anna M. Canter­
bury, accoun ting department, and 

Mrs. Norma D. Amory, personnel 
department. 

The Employee Information, Pro­
gram apparently is well liked by the 
employees of the three companies. 
The results of a survey conducted 
recently, though disappointing in the 
number of returns, show that those 
who did return the questionnaire have 
found the program to be very inter­
esting and helpful. Less than one per 
cent of 416 questionnaires returned 
said that the program is not at all 
interesting. 

There were several constructive 
suggestions made and those preparing 
the program say they are most helpful. 
There were also some criticisms which 
the program planners are taking under 
consideration and making plans to 
overcome some of the objections. 

Several topics were listed by em­
ployees for discussion in future meet• .,_) 
ings. Topping the list in the number 
of requests was a discussion of de­
partmental duties and relations. The 
second high topic was a discussion of 
insurance, retirement and other em­
ployee benefits. All of the topics are 
being considered for future sessions 
and the program planners say that 
they will be given further study and 
if possible will be given a place in the 
program. 

The program has been in recess 
for the past two months but will be 
resumed in October with a discus­
sion of "Our Retirement Plan." 

Bluefield 
{Continued from page 4) 

Bluefield District 

Vacationers: Mr. and Mrs. J. R. 
Wolford and family in the Great 
Smokies and Lake Cherokee in Ten­
nessee; Mrs. Mary Archer Murphy 
in Canada and N iagara Falls, New 
York. 

H . M . Strong, Jr., Princeton local 
office manager, attended the Elks In­
ternational Convention in Chicago. 
He was joined by his wife and spent 
the remainder of h is vacation in Mar­
ion and Leesburg, Indiana. 

Sympathy is extended T. M . 
Counts, Tazewell, on the death of his 
mother. 

L. E. Riggs, M atoaka, has returned 
to work after a recent illness. 

Sympathy is extended W. W. 
Munsey on the death of his father. 

R. E. Shipwash, Princeton, and 
J ames Loyd, Bluefield accounting de­
partment, attended the Imperial 
Shriners Convention in New York. 

Vacationers: A.G. Ferrell and fam­
ily at Daytona Beach; Eulalia Footo, 
Dorothy Boyd and Pauline H awley at 
M yrtle Beach; H arry Garber, Mr. 
and Mrs. Ernie Linkous, Elsa Carter 
and Millie Bishop at Virginia Beach 
C. S. Bowling and family at Watoga __,. 
State Park. 

Finish First Aid 

Three Philip Sporn Plant employees 
recently completed a series of three 
American R·ed Cross First Aid Courses. 
Their t raining included the Standard, 
Advanced, and Instructors' courses. 
All three will conduct classes for other 
plant employees in the near future. 
The instructors, shown above, left to 
right, ~'re: Jack Givens, safety super­
visor; Robert Johnson, test engineer, 
and Gerald LeMasters, junior test 
engineer. 
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Here are some of the brides and bridal couples who were married during the 
past month. Top row, left to right: Mrs. Douglas McTier, Roanoke; Mrs. John L. 
Shissler, Roanoke; Mrs. J . E. Blaker, Jr., Beckley. Second row: Mrs. Carl R. 
Shepherd, Logan; Mrs. Robert Dean, Kingsport; Mrs. Henry Spradlin, Lynchburg. 
Third raw: Mr. and Mrs. Joe E. Creasey, Cabin Creek; Mrs. James A. Dunham, 
Roanoke, and Mr. and Mrs. Chester M. Weaver, Sporn plant. 

Cromer-Dunham 
Miss Lois Cromer and James A. 

Dunham were ·married August 4 at 
the Villa Heights Baptist Church in 
Roanoke. Mr. Dunham is an engineer 
trainee in Roanoke. 

Crawford-Creasey 
A double ring ceremony united 

Miss J eanne Crawford and Joe · E. 
Creasey in marriage on August I 0 in 
Chelyan, W . Va. Mrs. Creasey is em­
ployed at the Cabin Creek Plant. 

Osborne-Bartley 
Miss Neva Mae Osborne became 

the bride of J erry Bar tley, August 7, 
at Clintwood, Virginia. Mr. Bartley is 
employed in Pikeville. 

Grimstead-Crabtree 

Thrasher-Weaver 
M iss Kathleen Thrasher and Ches­

ter M. Weaver exchanged marriage 
vows recently at the First Methodist 
Church in Huntington. Mr. Weaver 
is employed at the Philip Sporn Plant. 

Thomas-Kibbey 
M rs. Marie F. Thomas and 

William Kibbey were married at the 
home of the bride in Ashland on July 
28. Mrs. Kibbey is employed in 
Ashland. 

Roberts-Hensler 
Miss Eula Roberts became the bride 

of Glennith L. H ensler on July 21 in 
Pomeroy, Ohio. Mr. Hensler is em­
ployed at the Philip Sporn Plant. 

/ Spencer-Spradlin 

Miss Mary Grimstead and Edsel ( In a double ring ceremony per-
Crabtree were united in marr iage re- formed July 21 in Lynchburg, Miss 
cently in Dillon, South Carolina. At Thelma M. Spencer and Henry 
the time of the wedding Mr. Crabtree Spradlin were united in marriage. 
was on military leave, he has since Mrs. Spradlin is employed in Lynch-
eturned to the company at Welch. burg. 

Home Economist Gives Lunch Tips 
Mrs. Dorothy M. Barker, Beckley 

district home economist, has listed 
a number of timely suggestions for 
ILLUM INATOR readers who frequently 
prepare box lunches. Here are some 
suggestions that may help you to pre­
pare better lunches and have more 
spare time. 

For the well-balanced and whole­
some lunch, the most important item 
to consider is the menu. First, always 
include a protein food such as meat, 
fish, cheese or peanut butter. Next, 
a vegetable and this may be raw, 
cooked or frozen. Third, a fruit, 
dessert, fresh, frozen or canned should 
be included. Four th, a wholesome 
serving of a bread. Fifth, a beverage 
will round out the lunch. As some­
thing of a surprise, and this always 
helps, salted nuts, candy, dates, prunes 
or something of that nature will 
always be welcomed. 

Persons having home freezers will 
find these lunches easy to prepare and 

easy to store for weeks at a time. 
Box lunches for the freezer can be 
prepared in two ways. Lunches may 
be assembled and ready to use or may 
be removed and packed later. 

Many homemakers find a complete 
lunch can be prepared in the spare 
time and taken from the freezer as a 
unit. If removed in the morning, 
the lunch will be thawed and ready 
to eat by noon. Foods also can be 
packed individually, frozen, and then 
combined with other foods to com­
plete the lunch. For example, a meat 
sandwich and a wedge of cake can 
be removed from the freezer and be 
combined with celery hearts or fresh 
fruit from the refrigerator. 

A typical menu of a boxed lunch 
where the entire contents are frozen 
could include tomato juice, creamed 
cheese on nut bread or a meat salad 
sandwich, brownies, potato chips and 
frozen strawberries. 
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Johnson-Shissler 
Miss Barbara Johnson became the 

bride of John L. Sh iss1er on July 28 
in Roanoke. Mrs. Shissler is the 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. W. M. 
Johnson. Mr. Johnson is employed by 
the A. G. and E. Service Corporation 
in New York and formerly was lo­
cated in Roanoke. 

Marks-Blaker 

New Fall Coats Appear In Many Textures 
And Appealing Colors For Casual Look 

Miss Lorraine Marks and J. E. 
Blaker, Jr., were united in marriage 
on August 4 at the Maxwell Hill 
Baptist Church. Mrs. Blaker is em­
ployed in Beckley. 

r, Da lton-Smith 
Miss Nancy Dalton and Robert 

Allen Smith were married August 3 in 
Welch. Mrs. Smith is the daughter of 
Line Foreman John D. Dalton in 
Welch. . 

Cris I ip-Griffitts 
Miss Jane Crislip and John P. 

Griffitts exchanged wedding vows on 
August 17 at Grafton, W. Va. Mrs. 
Griffitts is employed in the Marion 
office. 

Shannon-Roberts 
Mrs. Charlene B. Shannon became 

the bride of Donald Roberts in Cat­
lettsburg, Ky., on August 11. Mrs. 
Rober ts is employed in Ashland. 

Lambe rt-Shepherd 
Miss Rose Lambert and Carl Ray 

Shepherd were married recently at the 
bride's home in Logan. Mr. Shepherd 
is employed at the Logan Plant. 

Cregger-Mc T ier 
Miss Evelyn Cregger became the 

bride of Douglas McTier on July 28 
in Roanoke. Mrs. McTier is em­
ployed in the system real estate and 
right of way department in Roanoke. 

Anderson-Dean 
Miss Shirley Anderson and Robert 

Dean were united in marriage on July 
28 at the home of the bride's parents. 
Mrs. Dean is employed in Kingsport. 

You'll be going and becoming in 
a loose, easy-hanging coat silhouette 
offered in a wide array of fabrics and 
in colors as varied as a fall landscape. 
Such is the fabulously soft, lightweight 
coat of tangerine wool fleece shown 
above. The cuffs are deep and de­
signed for interestingly different fore 
and aft effect. Back of cuff is slit and 
dotted with a single button. A small 
shawl collar falls over rounded, seam­
detai1ed yoke; slit pockets at side are 
banded. This is a coat you can sling 
on over the smartest suits, team with 
dresses, wear season after season with 
complete fashion assurance. It is pre­
ferred by the girl-with-a-job because 
of its casual look. 

Fall's entire collection of coats make 
flattering news from shoulder to hem­
line. Shoulders are rounded, raglan 
sleeves boast cuffs that can be turned 
up or down, many of which are lined 
in a contrasting color and fabric. 
Collars are small and buttoned high. 
Hemlines may stop short to reveal 

Charleston Area Girls Hold Swim 

Some of the Charleston and Cabin Creek girls a re shown as they enjoy a part 
of the singing session at their party. Shown above, left to right, are: Virginia 
Wilson, Golda Johnson, Rose Ann Smith, Jane Rutherford, Phyllis Burns, Mary 
Dolan, Kathryn Wilkerson, Maxine Urwin, Blanch Frost, Helen Porter and Pa­
tricia Toman. Seated, Rita Marie Schneider and Suzanne Seese. 

Sixty girls, all Charleston district 
and Cabin Creek Plant employees, re­
cently enjoyed a swimming party at 
the Kanawha Country Club. Swim­
ming, outdoor games and contests, 
dancing and singing, along with 
chicken and fish dinners, were the 
highlights of the outing. 

Door prizes were awarded to De­
lores McDowell, Jean Burford, Golda 
Johnson, and Margaret Wood. Other 

-~ 

prizes were won by Helen Porter and 
Patricia Toman, winners of the three­
legged race, and Margaret Wood, 
winner of musical chair. 

Party arrangements were completed 
by Mary Alice Caudill, Ida Maye 
Newkirk, Rose Ann Smith, and 
Wanda Estep; Rita Marie Schnieder 
and Peggy Jane Rutherford, musical 
entertainment, and Jane Hutchinson, 
photographs. 

the bright color of a dress or skirt. 
Fabrics, too, anticipate the golden 

season with p.ew appearances of wool 
coatings. Fabric news focuses on the 
bulky, face-finished woolens such as 
the poodle cloth family-including 
all richly textured wool fabrics of the 
\vonderful roughish looking looped, or 
nubbled surfaces, the long haired 
woolens, spongy fleeces, shaggy brushed 
tweeds and lively ribbed woolens. Im­
portant coatings following closely are 
the silken soft broadcloth and duve­
tyne types, with covert also receiving 
special attention. 

T here are many favored color 
combinations for coats interpreted in 
the woolen weaves, such as dark tone 
plaids, subdued checks and Linten 
tweeds. Black and honey is a favorite 
combination. Black comes in for 
strong interest this season as well as 
Banker's grey. 

1rhr~'rr ~ngagrd 

MISS JANE HUTCHINSON to William 
Abbott. Miss Hutchinson is employed in 
Charleston and Mr. Abbott in Beckley. 

M ISS ANN MUSSER to Samuel B. Howard, 
J r. Miss Musser is employed in Abingdon. · 

I .1Jlr\\l Slrrillals . . . I 
MR. AND M RS. L. D. BOLIN are the 

parents of a daughter, Lynda Susan, born on 
August 5. Mr. Bolin is employed in Beckley. 

MR. AND MRS. C. P. MINNICK, JR.0 
( ~re the parents of a son, Gregory Carlton. Mr. 
\...,Minnick is employed in Lynchburg. 

MR. AND MRS. JOEL WILSON are the 
paren ts of a son, Joel Thomas, Jr., born on 
August 17. Mr. Wilson is employed in Fieldale. 

MR. AND MRS. JAMES T. FARMER, JR., 
are the parents of a daughter, Patricia Ann, 
born on July 25. Mrs. Farmer formerly worked 
for the company in Beckley, where Mr. Farmer 
is now employed. 

MR. AND MRS. J. W. VANDALL are the 
parenu of a son, Stephen Marshall, born on 
July 20. Mrs. Vandall was formerly employed 
in Huntington. 

MR. AND MRS. CHARLES CROW are the 
parents of a daughter, Susan Crow, born on 
August It. Mr. Crow is employed at the 
Sporn Plant. 

MR. AND MRS. JACK K. BUTLER arc the 
parents of a son, R ichard Kenneth. M r. Butlet 
is employed in Huntington. 

MR. ANri MRS. PAUL JEFFREY arc the 
parents of a son, Timothy Ray, born on July 28. 
Mr. J effrey is employed at Man in the Logan 
d istrict. 

MR. AND MRS. JOHN ORR are the parents 
of a son, Allen McCann, born July 28. Mr. 
Orr is employed in Abingdon. 

MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM BONDURANT 
are the parents of a son born July 24. Mr. 
Bondurant is an employee of the Charleston 
division transformer shop stationed at Cabin 
Creek. 

MR. AND MRS. VIRGIL CASTO are the 
parents of a son born August 5. M r. Casto is 
employed in the Charleston division t ransformer 
shop at Cabin Creek. 

SERGEANT AND MRS. CARL W. SLATER 
are the parents of a daughter, Sharon Anne, 
born August 18. Mrs. Slater is a former 
Charleston employee. 

MR. AND MRS. ROBERT J . GILPIN arc 
the parents of a son, Robert Lindsey, born 
August 3. Mr. Gilpin is employed in Bluefield. 

MR. AND MRS. A. C. STRICKLAND are 
the parents of a son, Mark' Littleton, born 
July 17. Mr. Strickland is employed in the 
system operating department in Roanoke. 

MR. AND MRS. OSCAR FOWLER, JR,. 
are the parents of a daughter, Sandra Sue, 
born August 10. Mr. Fowler is employed in 
Huntington. 

MR. AND MRS. CARL PATTESON arc the 
parents of a daughter. Mr. Patteson is employed 
at the Glen Lyn Plant. 

MR. AND MRS. W. G. HARTGROVE are 
the parents of a son, Johnny Lynn, born July 
zS. Mr. Hartgrove is employed in Kingsport. 

MR. AND MRS. JOHN E. MORAN are the 
parents of a son, William Joseph, born July 28, 
195 1. 

MR. AND MRS. B. L. FOSTER, JR., arc 
the parents of a daughter, Bonnie Sue, born on 
August 14. Mrs. Foster formerly worked in the 
system accounting department in Roanoke. 
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C. W. Allen, 
Roanoke Chief 
Operator, Dies 

Mr. Allen 

Charles William Allen, chief system 
substation operator at the 132 KV sta­
tion, Roanoke, died August l , follow­
ing a Jong illness. 
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Kingsport Utilities 
Kingsport-25 YEARS: J. A. Randall, m eter departm'ent and ]. T . 

Duncan, accounting department. I 0 YEARS: Andy Skelton, steam production 
department. 

Appalachian Electric Power Company 
Abingdon District-2S YEARS: Lewis C. Peck, Jr., d istribution de­

partment. S YEARS: Charles C. Self, transmission and distribution department. 
Beckley District- 1 S YEARS: G ilman E. T ucker, distribution depart­

ment; 10 YEARS: H arry H. Wills, me_ter department; S YEARS: Roy E. 
Lilly, commercial department, and William F. Epling, accounting department. 

Bluefield District- 1 S YEARS: G. E. Hill, Sr ., garage. 
Cabin Creek Plant- 15 YEARS: R. L. Bias, coal handling utility 

operator. I 0 YEARS: R. W. O'Dell, assistant control operator, and W. R. 
Brooks, coal conveyor operator. 

Fieldale District-S YEARS: J . D. Puckett, accounting department. 
Glen Lyn Plant- I 0 YEARS: H unter 0. Brookman and Elber t W. 

Ganoe. 
Charlie, as he was known to most Huntington District- 1 S YEARS: W illie F. Kates, miscellaneous de-

Roanoke d ivision employees, had com- partment. 10 YEARS: C. M . Dunn, commercial department, and L. A. 
pleted more than thirty years of serv- Meador, accounting department. S YEARS: M argaret F. Dial and Mary L. 
~ce with the company.and was active Young, system billing department. 
111 all employee's affairs. H e was a . . . . . 

b f Bl Ii ld L d N b 
Loqan District- 25 YEARS: M crnll R . Atkmson, commercial depart-mem er o ue e o ge um er 

SS, A. F. & A. M., Bluefield, W. Va. mcnt. 

M All 
. . d'b h. .d Loqan Plant-30 YEARS: Elias Adams, operations department. 10 

r. en 1s survive y 1s w1 ow E RS N J h J I · 1 · d 
M 0 1 All 

' Y A : orman o nson, r., mec ia111ca mamtenance epar tment. 
rs. a en, one step-son, one . • . . . ) 

daugh ter, one brother, and two grand- Lynchburg District-30 YEARS: H . C. Metts, d1stnbut1on departme~t. 
children. GS YEARS: B. C. Cook, stores department and L. A. H udson, managerial 

department. 20 YEARS: R. C. Reynolds, substation. 10 YEARS: C. D. Ross, 

H distribution. S YEARS: M . W. Phelps, J r., distribution. 
untington Pulaski District- 1 S YEARS: Q. M . H arless, right-of-way department. 

{Continued from page 4) 

T he K-Appa-Klub held a wiener 
roast on August 2 at the home of 
Juani ta McCoy. 

1 O YEARS: Zelle Phillips, H . L. Vaught and B. G. Frazier, accounting de­
par tment. S YEARS: R . L . Overbay, substation, and R. H . Cornett, trans­
mission and distribution depar tment. 

Philip Sporn Plant- 1 S YEARS: H arold C. Johnson, unit operator. 

Wallace G. Smith, J r., resigned to Roanoke District-2S YEARS: H. W. D earing, accounting department; 
return to school. ]. G. H arvey, division personnel supervisor ; D. M . Rusmisell, commercial de­

Captain G eorge Boothe, J r ., is Tl.OW 

stationed in Roanoke where h is wife 
and daughter will join him. 

Logan Plant 

]. E. G ibbs, watchman, is recuper­
ating from a recent operation. 

Robert E. Stone, assistant chemist, 
has resigned to resume stud ies at West 
Virginia University. 

F . K. Armstead, Solomon Adams 
and W. W . Farley are new employees 
at the plant. 

B. G. Wheatley, J ohnnie R iggio, 
Mineral Adkins and E. T. H astings 
have resigned. 

Vacationers: Cora L. Straughan at 
Nags H ead; Bardin Montiegel and 
family at Wheeling; M r. and M rs. 
C. H . Feiszli at Fort Wayne, Wheel­
ing and Dayton; Don Brown and 

partment and Mary E. Mills, accounting department. 1 S YEARS: F. 0. 
Adams, steam production and A. Raymond Martin, Rocky Mount superinten­
dent. S YEARS: H . F. Carter, transmission and distribution, and K. D . Cox, 
distribution department. 

System Offices-25 YEARS: C. 0 . ·Roberson, executive office. S 
YEARS: Doris E. Carter and H. A. H owell, system accounting department. 

Welch District- 1 S YEARS: Guineline Mitchell, accounting depart­
ment. 5 YEARS: William C. Sexton, substation and Perry H atmaker, distri­
bution records department. 

Kentucky and West Virginia Power Company 
Pikeville District- 1 S YEARS: Ira Smith, distribution department; 

C. ]. Aders, substation department. 10 YEARS: L. M. N ewson, engineering 
department. 5 YEARS: J arrett Wood, commercial department. 

family in Maine; Roy Kirk at Toledo 
and in Michigan; Moss Blevins and 
family at Pontiac; L. A. Singleton 
and family at Myrtle Beach ; E. D . 
Buskirk and family. at Washington ; 
]. R. Beckett and family in Kentucky; 
Mr. and Mrs. L. H . M cDonald at 
Proctorville, Ohio, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Orville N apier at Cincinnati. 

J. H. Belcher Dies 
In Pulaski Hospital 

Saltville Station Work Near Completion 

T he Saltville station in the Pulaski 
district has been undergoing some 
changes in recent months. Already 
completed and in service is one 30,-
000 kva transformer and another is 
on the si te ready to be installed. A 
13 2 kv oil circuit breaker has been 
installed at the station to take care 

of the additional ci rcuit from Switch­
back. The 132,000-volt second cir­
cuit from Switchback is completed to 
Saltville and will be put in service 
soon. 

In the photograph, the new trans­
former may be seen at the left near 

· the end of the large steel structure. 

I 

Jomes Belcher 

J ames H . Belcher, SS, who had 
been an employee at the Pulaski office 
since I 93 7, died in the Pulaski H os­
pital August 12. 

H e was born in Pulaski and was a 
member of the armed forces in E urope 
during World War I. H e was keenly 
interested in sports and often made 
trips with the Pulaski district softball 
team as official batboy and coach. For 
several years, he traveled to support 
his favor ite baseball team during the 
World Series. 

H e is survived by his wife, Mazie 
G. Belcher, who also is a d istrict 
commercial department employee. 
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Fourteen Veterans Get Service Emblems 

~~ 

~ 

t - . 
These fourteen people received service pins during the post month for twenty 
years or more service with the company. Top row, left to right: Elias Adams, 30 
years, Logan Plant; T. J. O'Connor, 30 years, Charleston. Second row: Merrill R. 
Atkinson, 25 years, Logan; J. A. Randoll, 2S years, Kingsport; L. R. Hudson, 
25_yeors, Lynchburg. Third row: Jomes T. Duncan, 25 years, Kingsport; Henry 
Dearing, 25 years, Roanoke; !!· C. Cook, 25 yeon,___L)'.llch.bUJ:g,_ Fourth row: 
Mory E. Mills, 25 years, Roanoke; C. 0 . Roberson, 25 yeors, system offices, 
Roanoke; J. G. Harvey, 25 years, Roanoke. Fifth row: Clark Peck, Jr., 25 years, 
Abingdon; D. M. Rusmisell, 25 years, Roanoke, and L. C. Lively, 20 years, 
Charleston. · 

Employee Manages Legion Team 

Leon F. Volley, Honaker, Virginia, servic·emon for the Abingdon district, 
coached and managed the Honaker Junior American Legion baseball team 
to the Legionr.!' Ninth District Championship. Volley hos coached the team 
for three yea·rs and was rewarded as his clouters slugged their way through 
the southwest Virginia competition. The team is composed of boys ranging 
from ten to fifteen years of age. Shown above, front row, left to right: Bobby 
Jones, L. Volley, Jr., and H. T. Sword, Jr., bot boys. Kneeling, left to right, 
Lorry Sykes, Don Steele, Doc Stovall, Curtis Steele, Gene White, and Ben 
Volley, Mr. Volley's son. Standing, left to right: Bill Justice, Poul Hughes. 
Clyde Wilson, Bob Justice, George Bundy, Jr., and Mr. Volley. 
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Huntington Defeats Beckley To Win Softball Title 
Roanoke Finishes In Third Place Tournament Softball Champions And 1 51 All-Stars 

Huntington district is the softball 
champion of the Southern Properties. 
Led by Pitcher Paul Baker, the H unt­
ington softballers defeated Beckley 5 
to 2 in the finals at Kingsport to 
regain the crown they lost to Beckley 
three years ago. Roanoke won the 
·consolation trophy in the tenth annual 
tournament. 

The showings made by Pikeville 
and Kingsport were the biggest sur­
prises of the tournament. After defeat­
ing Seabiscuit Simmons and Roanoke 
in the biggest upset, Kingsport went 
on to lose to H untington, then 
defeated Welch and fimilly lost to 
Seabiscuit and his Roanokers in the 
consolation finals 3 to 2. 

Pikevi lle gave the defending cham-
ion Beckley club a scare in the second 

round before bowing I 3 to 12 , and 
then in the consolation round fought 
the Roanoke club to a standstill for 
eleven innings before losing 4 to O. 

Championship Contest 

All of the scoring in the Beckley­
H untington game was confined to two 
innings. I t started out like a pitchers' 
duel between M cGinnis for Beckley 
and Baker for Huntington. McGin­
nis ran into trouble in the second 
inning and Huntington scored five 
runs on a double by Derbyshire, 
singles by W ebster and Baker com­
bined with two walks and a hit bats-
man. 

Beckley had difficulty solving Bak­
er's pitches as he struck out 12 men. 
The defending champions scored thei r 
only runs in the sixth inning as the 
result of a single by Farmer, two 
walks and an error. 

Consolation Finals 

Pitcher Howard W exler and his 
mates from Kingsport took the field 
for their fourth game in the two-day 
affair against Seabiscuit Simmons and 
Roanoke in the consolation finals. The 
Kingsporters could not turn the same 
trick the second time and lost to Sea­
biscuit and his cohorts 3 to 2. 

Kingsport took a two-run lead in 
the second inning on a double by 
Trumbo and singles by Rayfield and 
Wexler. Roanoke tied it in the third 
on singles by Simmons and Hubbard 
and a double by Bryant. The Vir­
ginians added the clincher in the 
fou rth inning when Wright doubled 
and Simmons singled him home. 

Bluefield Bowler 
Gets ABC Award 

Ernie Linkous, an outstanding Blue­
field district bowler, recently received 
an award of merit from the American 
Bowling Congress for outstanding 
bowling during the 1950-51 seaso!'. 
The award, a gold belt buckle, was 
presented to Linkous for his high 268 
single game, and his 664 three-game 
series, which were rolled while com­
peting in the Bluefield City Bowling 
League. Ernie, an employee of the 
Bluefield stores department, has par­
ticipated in various company sports 
over a period of several years. 

First Round 

Kingsport's forces swung at the 
pitches of Seabiscuit Simmons for five 
inn ings and couldn't score a run 
against the Roanokers. T J1ey were 
trailing 3 to 0 going into the sixth 
as the result of two runs scored by 
the Virginians in the first inning and 
a single run in the fifth inning. In 
the sixth the Utilities nine changed 
tactics and began bunting. They sent 
eleven men to the plate and scored 
six runs. 

Beckley's defending champions 
made short work of a valiant Welch 
nine in the opening round by defeat­
ing them 7 to I. H orse Martin was 
on the mound for Beckley and the 
W elch boys couldn' t solve his pitch­
ing. W elch tallied once in the fourth 
on singles by Gibson and Jones. 
Beckley took a three-run lead in the 
first inning and added four in the 
fourth. 

Second Round 

H untington's sluggers had an easy 
time of it in their first appearance 
in the tournament by shutting out a 
battling Kingsport nine 12 to 0. 

T he fireworks came in the Pike­
,·ille-Beckley contest. The Beckley­
ans got off to a fast start by scoring 
three times in the first inning. Pike­
ville scored once in the second and 
tied it by scoring two in the third. 
They added two more in the fourth 
when Brock took over the pitching 
chores for Beckley to take a 5 to 3 
lead. Beckley tied it up in the fifth, 
but Pi keville came storming back in 
the fif th to tally six runs by sending 
ten men to bat against H orse Martin. 

The defending champions were 
not to be beaten, however, and added 
four runs in the sixth to make it 
11 to 9. In the top of the seventh 
Beckley plated four more runs to take 
a 13 to 11 lead. Pi keville loaded the 
bases in their half of the seventh but 
could only get one run across and the 
game ended 1 3 to 12. Evans of Beck­
ley hit the only home run of the 
tournament in the seven th inning. 

Consolation Round 

Saturday morning, Pikeville and 
Roanoke opened the consolation 
rounds and battled through eleven 
innings as Seabiscuit Simmons and 
Curt Charles matched pitches. I n 
the first ten innings each team was 
able to get only five h its. Charles 
weakened in the eleventh and gave up 
three hits including a double by Sim­
mons and singles by Hubbard and 
W ebb, which with two walks ac­
counted for the four runs. 

Kingsport trounced W elch 12 to 
4 in the second consolation contest 
as Wexler gave up only five h its while 
his mates were getting ten off Hall 
and Walters. 

Charleston Keglers Set 
Schedules For 151-52 
10-Team Bowling Loop 

Members of the Charleston district 
bowling committee headed by Denny 
Caldwell, chairman, completed final 
plans for the formation of the district's 
195 1-5 2 AEP Bow Ii ng League. 

At the committee's first meeting, 
ten teams were entered in the first 
half of the league's race. The schedule 
will begin September 7 and continue 
through 36-week split season. 

According to Caldwell, the dis­
t rict's bowling program will accomo­
date about eighty players, sixty reg­
ulars and about twenty reserves. 

-~ 
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Members of the Hutttington district softball squad, winners of t!-ie Tenth Annual Southern Propartias Soft ball Tourn­
ament, are shown in the top photograph. Front row, left to right, are: Clarence Price, division personnel supervisor, 
J . Eddy, R. Hoggsett, J. Triplett, and district personnel supervisor, Azel McCurdy, Jr. Middle row, left to right, B. 
Moore, E. Wellman, Paul Baker, R. Smith, and L. Perke y. Back row, left to right: C. Derbyshire, J . Butler, R. 
Webster, and D. Keyser. In the lower photograph, members of the All-Tournament team were photographed fol­
lowing their sel~ction. Players were selected on the basis ot their tournament performance. Front row, left to right: 
Earl Wellman, Huntington, second base; Jim McNeish, Beckley, first base; Bennie Kelly, Beckley, catcher; Ira Peters, 
Roanoke, left field; Tom Bryant, Roanoke, third base, and Maxie Dwornick, Beckley, short stop. Back row, left to 
right: Seabiscuit Simmons, Roanoke, pitcher; Wayne Ma thews, Kingsport, utility outfielder; Bob Brinkley, Beckley, 
right field; Paul Baker, Huntington, pitcher; Keith Evans, Beckley, utility infielder, and Bob Weddle, Pikeville, center 
field. Players who were given honorable mention, were: T rumba, Wexler, and Rayfield, Kingsport; Cook and Hall, 
W elch; Former, Martin, and McGinnis, Beckley; Butcher, Derbyshire, and Smith, Huntington; Hubbard, G. Warric;k, 
and Wright, Roanoke. 

Williamson Bowlers Hold 
First Organizational Meet 

About forty members of the W il­
liamson District Bowling League at­
tended the fi rst organizational meet­
ing of. the •l-95 1-5-2 season. 

According to present plans, six AEP 
teams will be entered in this year's 
league race. It also was expected that 
several girls' teams will be formed by 
the time the season schedules have 
been completed. 

Lands Big Bass 

Lyman C. Valley, line foreman at 
Cleveland, Virginia, in the Abingdon 
district, is shown with a twenty-one 
inch small mouth bass he pulled from 
the Clinch River early last month. 
Lyman, prior ta this catch, had caught 
an e ight and one.half pound small 
mouth bass a s well as a six and three­
quarter pound pike. All of Mr. Valley's 
catches have been made in the Clinch 
River but he did not disclose the lo­
cation of the lucky hole. He uses live 
minnows for bait. 

One Less Rattler 

Bob Smith, left, and Ralph Cook hold 
the four-foot rattlesnake they killed on 
July 31. These two W elch district 
employees were driving along Clear 
Fork Creek in the course of their 
service work when they saw the snake 
lying in the middle of the road. Stop­
ping the car, they killed the snake 
with rocks. It was a timber rattler of 
the black species and had 11 rattlers 
and a button. It measu red three and 
a half inches in diameter. 

Montgomery Employees 
Hold Wiener Roast 

Employees of the Montgomery of­
fice and their families recently at­
tended a wiener roast and outing at 
Hawks N est State Park. 

The program, which was planned 
by members of the accounting depart­
ment, included games and contests for 
every member of the family. 

Beckley Wins City 
League Playoffs 

The Beckley district softball team, 
C harleston division elimination tour­
nament winne rs, recently won the 
Beckley City L eague C hampionship 
by winning two of three contests over 
Beckley College. 

Beckley College managed an early 
lead in the series by downing the dis­
trict nine 5 to 3 in the first contest. 
Appalachian won the next two clashes 
by scores of 7 to 2 and 9 to 4. 

'Stop The Boat' 

"Stop the boat-I'm hung on the bot­
tom!" yelled Bill White while he was 
trolling at Che rokee Lake recently. 
The bottom Bill had hooked turned 
out to be a twenty-pound catfish it 
was discove red after a thirty-minute 
tussle. Bill, a retired Kingsport Utili­
ties employee, spends much of his 
time fishing . So far this year, he has 
caught a number of nice fish, but Bill 
says, " That catfish topped them all!" 
Mr. White presented C. A. Thornburg, 
retired general manager of the Utili­
ties, with the overgrown "cat." 
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Retiring Employee 
Will Devote Time 
To Church Work 

Eight Men Authors of Six Operating Notes Articles Abingdon Drivers 
Take Improvement 
Refresher Course 

Bernard Wood 

Bernard Wood, a Lynchburg dis­
trict employee with more than 23 
years of service with the company, 
retired September I. Wood was first 
employed by Appalachian in J anuary 
of 1928. 

In retirement, Bernard plans to 
continue church work on a full-time 
basis. He has been extremely active 
in church functions for more than 
forty years. 

Thirty-seven years ago, he founded 
and helped to construct t he Full Gos­
pel H oliness Church at Clarkstown, 
and later founded and helped build 
the Full Gospel H oliness Church at 
Montvale. He preaches regularly at 
both churches two times each month 
wi th an alternating schedule. It was 
said, W ood has never accepted a salary 
for his services. 

Aside from his church activities, 
Wood expects to devote his spare 
time to the ra1smg of poultry 
at his heme in Campbell ccunty. H is 
present home is located across the 
road from the site where he was born/ 

in 1896. / 

Possum Stowaway Caught 
By Machine At Sporn 

A coal car stowaway was recently 
caught by the wheels of progress at 
the Sporn plant. 

M embers of the coal handling de­
partment were running coal to the 
plant over a mechanism which sepa­
rates any foreign matter from the coal. 

·They were surprised when the 
mechanism caught a stowaway, a pos­
sum, which was thrown out the refuse 
chute. 

They were no more surprised than 
the disgruntled possum, probably 
awakened from a peaceful nap. After 
recovering from the rude jolt, it 
ambled off across the coal storage area. 
Occasionally the possum glanced over 
its shoulder and spit, some say at the 
modern machine that wrecks havoc 
upon unsuspecting possums. 

Eight employees are authors or co­
originators of six articles which were 
published recently in A. G. & E. 
Monthly Operating Notes. All re­
ceived commendations and are auto­
matically entered in the competition 
for the A. G . & E. annual awards. 

From the Welch district, ]. W. 
Vermillion and B. E. Bates were 
co-authors of the article, "Checking 
G-9 Demand M eters." The W elch 
authors constructed a demand meter 
checking device for which there had 
been a need for several years. 

Mr. Bates is district meter super­
visor and Mr. Vermillion is meter­
man A. 

Earl Q . Teaford, assistant chemist 
at the Philip Sporn Plant, gained 
recognition for his article, "Ebonizing 
and Acid-Prooli ng Laboratory T ables." 
Teaford's treatment can be applied 
to table tops, shelves and various sur­
faces. The application of certain 
chemicals gives surfaces a lasting and 
acid-proof finish. 

From the Beckley district, C. C. 
Darrah, assistant district manager, de­
scribes a "Distribution Fuse Contain­
er for Pole M ounting." Darrah's 
device provides storage for extra fuses 
at the pole. 

As co-originators in a second Beck­
ley district article, Mr. Darrah and 
W . D. Cox, retired general foreman, 
gained recognition for their ar tcle, 

George Johnston, 
Glen Lyn, Retires 

Mr. Johnston 

George C. J ohnston, Glen Lyn 
Steam Plant turbine operator, retired 
August 1, after having completed 
more than twenty-eight years of serv­
ice with the company. 

Mr. Johnston, one of. the plant's 
old-timers, has seen the plant expand 
from a one to a five-unit plant and has 
progressed through several classifica­
tions to turbine operator. 

M r. J ohnston expects to make his 
home on his farm near Kellysville, 
West Virginia, where he has lived for 
a number of years. 

Hazard District Holds 1951 Picnic 

Employees and their families of the Hazard district of t e Kentucky and West 
Virginia Power Company are shown as they invade the picnic tables during their 
annual family outing. The 1951 picnic was held at the Hazard Golf Club and 
various forms of entertainment were mode avoilable for persons of all ages. 
Canasta, croquet, horseshoe pitching, and numerous contests rounded out 
the day's activities. 

I , . . 
More than one hundred Abingdon 

distr ict employees recently completed 
an automobile driver improvement re­
fresher course. 

Appalachian employees having articles published in A. G. & E. Monthly Oper­
ating Notes are, top row, left to right: C. C. Darrah, B. E. Bates, T. M. Roberts, 
and M. H. Stevenson. Bottom, le~ to right: Earl Teaford, E. R. Hill, J. W. 
Vermillion, and W. D. Cox. 

The training was a streamlined 
course based upon the driver im­
provement classes which were con­
ducted on a system-wide basis in 1948 
and 1949. The refresher training 
consisted of a number of tests which 
included: glare vision, night vision, 
field of vision, foot reaction time, the 
Keystone telebinocular visual safety 
tests, traffic driver knowledge tests, 
and actual road tests in all types of 
traffic. 

Introductory courses, which were . 
conducted by C. K. Kirkland, assist-
ant district manager, covered such 
points as economy of operation, stat J 
laws, courtesy, and safe operation. ~ 

"Patrol of M ultiple Street Light C ir­
cuits Aided by Fused Safety Switch." 
This useful installation helps solve 
problems encountered in patrolling 
multiple street lighting circui ts and 
in the detection of short circuit con­
ditions. 

T . M. Roberts, system civil engi­
neering department, Roanoke, de­
veloped the article, "Easily Revised 
System Wall Maps." Roberts' wall 
map consists of two layers. One layer 
is the conventional base map while the 
other is a transparent overlay. The 
overlay permits company Jines and 

proper ties to be drawn on its surface 
and revisions are made by erasing ink 
or pencil markings with a damp cloth. 

T wo Logan district employees, M. 
H. Stevenson and Earl R. Hill, col­
laborated on their article, "Safety 
During High-Voltage Laboratory 
Tests." 

Operating N otes described the au­
thors' findings as a safe and fas t 
method for the testing of instrument 
transformers in meter shops. Mr. 
Stevenson is district meter supervisor 
and Mr. Hill is an electrical engineer. 

W. S. Kitchen, system safety de­
partment, and C. B. Yearout, Blue­
field division, as~isted local personnel 
in the administering of the training 
program. 

Retired Employee 
Is Named Beckley 
Draft Board Clerk 

Julius Frey, Retired, Finds Pleasure In 
Meeting People While Tending Lot 

E. B. H awkins, retired Beckley dis­
trict stores supervisor, has been ap­
poin ted assistant clerk of Raleigh 
County Draft Board Number 18. 

Mr. Hawkins 
retired in Sep­
tember of last 
year after hav­
ing completed 
more than six­
teen years of 
service with the 

J ulius Frey, retired Logan Plant 
mechanical maintenance man, has met 
the problem of inactivity by tending a 
parking lot for the Consolidated Bus 
Company in Logan. 

H e said that when he retired in 
July of 1949 he had never faced a 
more difficult problem than what to 
do with the time on his hands. For 
about three months he helped his son­
in-law build a house. Then in No­
vember of 1949 he took this job in 
the parking lot. 

However, he does not think of his 
present occupation as work. The way 
he looks at it, he meets all kinds of 
people which gives him a new and 
enjoyable insight in to human nature. 
H e says that he likes to deal with 
people and has found out that every­
body is basically honest. 

As a result of his experiences in his 
present job, he believes that every one 
should be more trusting and less 

Only One Employee, 
Lee Thompson, Enters 
Service In August 

Only one man, Lee Thompson of 
the Charleston district, was reported 
entering the military service last 
n1onth from among employees of our 
three companies. This set a new low 
for employees reported entering the 
armed forces during any one month. 

Thompson, 19-year-old Charleston 
mail room employee, reported for 
duty wi th the Air Corps on August 
15. He was employed by the com­
pany on August 29, 1950. 

Mrs. E. C. Funk Dies 
At Home In Williamson 

Mrs. Bessie Funk, wife of E. C . 
Funk, who is a retired employee, re­
cently died unexpectedly at her home 
in Williamson. 

Children surviving are Eleanor 
Carpenter, wife of R. L. Carpenter 
who is a Williamson district employee, 
and H oward Bowen, an employee at 
the Cabin Creek plant. 

Mr. Frey 

suspicious. Enjoying life and letting 
every day take care of itself, Julius 
Frey expects to see a good many more 
years of activity. 

. i 

company. He 
was first em­
ployed in the 
s tores dep art­

remained in that 
department until the t ime of his re­
tirement. Prior to coming to Appa­
lach ian, he had worked with the 
Amere Gas Utili ties Company, Bank 
of Rale igh, and was manager of a 
local store. 

Mr. H awkins, who was born in 
Fayetteville in 1885, was graduated 
from H ampden-Sydney College and 
later attended West Virginia Univer­
sity. 

Fieldale Picnic Held In Rain 

Armed with raincoats and umbrellas, a few Fieldale district employees are 
shown with their families at the annual picnic. Seated on the leh, Leonard 
and Nora Jenkins with their two children. Standing, Melvin Brown; seated, 
Richard Youngman. On the right are seated Jewel and Gil Faison and Larry 
Beheler with his two children. 

It is not exactly what you would guests enjoyed a picnic at Fairystone 
call a habit, but when the Annual State Park. 
Fieldale Picnic dates are set, most As expected, all out-of-doors games, 
district personnel get the feeling that contests and plans were abandoned in 
they are assured of holding their an- favor of sheltered entertainment. Box 
nual event in lightning, rain, thun­
der, mud and all of the trimmings. 
It happened again th is year to make 
it three in a row. In spite of the 
rain and bad weather, more than one 
hundred and fifty employees and t heir 

lunches were served those attending. 
Picnic committee members were : 

Audrey H arlowe, Virginia H ancock, 
Irene Minter, Nancy Kitts, Marjorie 
Prillaman, G eorge Turner, Wallace 
Joyce and Joe Higgins. 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12

