
So m ething simple now 
and then, 

Saying just ((Good will 
to men.1

' 

- MARGARET F1snnAcx. 

The Illuminator 
At Christmas play and 

make good cheer, 
For C hristmas com es 

but once a year. 
-THOMAS TussER 
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Cloverdale Station Placed In Operation Kentucky Takes 
In Botetourt County During November Lead In System 

~ales Campaign 
With a month to go, Kentucky and 

West Virginia Power Company leads 
the 195 1 Range and Water H eater 
Campaign on the A. G. & E. System. 

The Kentucky company had 11 8 
per cent of its quota as of Nevember I. 
Appalachian was third wi th 11 0 per 
cent of quota at the end of October. 
Second with 11 5 per cent was Central 
Ohio Light and Power Company. 

Among the I 0 outstand ing districts, 
Sprigg tops all districts in the A. G. & 
E. System with 138 per cent of quota 
wi th Ashland close behind with 129-
.58 per cent. 

Bradley Transmission 
Put In Operation In 

Substation 
Beckley District 

Is 

Other districts in the Southern 
Prope rties among the leaders include: Earl Wood To Head 

County Dimes Drive 

John Horne, chief operotor of Roanoke substotions, closes the first switch of the 
Roanoke-Cloverdale 132,000-volt line as the new Cloverdale Station is placed 
into operation. Observing, left to right, are: E. C. Rankin, system supervising 
engineer; Bradley Doss, syst·em transmission line department foreman, ond John 
Armstrong, system operating deportment. 

Abingdon, third with 129.11 per 
cent; Welch, fifth ; H azard, sixth; 
Bluefield, seventh; C harleston, ninth, 
and H untington, tenth. 

The Western division of Central 
Ohio Ligh t and Power Company was 
in first place for divisional honors at 
the end of I 0 months. Two months' 
sales may push Bluefield, Roanoke, 
Huntington or Charleston divisions to 
the top. Bluefield is second with 116 
per cent; Roanoke, third with I 09 
per cent; Huntington, sixth wi th 106 
per cent, and Charleston, seventh with 
I 02 per cent. 

For the second consecutive year, 
Earl "Jake" Wood, Welch district 
rural and residential supervisor, has 

been named to 
an executive 
post for work 
with the Na­
tional Founda­
tion for Infan­
tile Paralysis. 

The Clm·crdale Station, a new 
high voltage transmission station near 
Cloverdale, in Botetourt County, was 
placed into service last month by 
Appalachian. Operations at the new 
30,000 kva station were begun fol­
lowing earner current equipment 
tests. 

The completion of the Cloverdale 
Station will provide a new source of 

H.K.ShabdueWins 
M. C. Funk Award 
Trip To Chicago 

Hubert K. Shabdue, area sales rep­
resentative at the Montgomery office, 
attended the 4-H Congress in Chica­
go as winner of the M. C. Funk 
Award in West Virginia. 

He accompanied Ronald Lee 
Moore, state 
winner of the 
4-H Club farm 
and home elec­
tric project 
from Fayette 
County in the 
Montgomery 
area. 

Mr. Shabdue 

Also attend-
111g the 4-H 
Congress in 

Chicago was the M . C. Funk Award 
winner from Virginia, Lloyd M. 
Miller of the Lynchburg district. 
L ike many other area representatives 
and agricultural engineers, the award 
winners worked closely with youth 
and adult groups having electric proj ­
ects during the past year. 

Mr. Shabdue graduate.cl from 
Montgomery H igh School and served 
two years with the Marines. Dis­
charged in 1945, he attended West 
Vi rginia Institute of Technology and 
graduated with a degree in industrial 
electricity. 

He started to work with the com­
pany on July 18, 1949. Trained as 
an area sales representative in Charles­
ton, he was transferred to Mont­
gomery where he and his wife reside. 
Softball and hunting are two of his 
favorite pastimes. 

electricity for a number of rapidly 
developing sections of Botetourt 
County and the area north of Roa­
noke. With the completion of Clover­
dale and the H ancock Station, now 
under construction near Salem, the 
available capacity to the Roanoke 
area will be more than doubled what 
it was a year ago. 

The new Cloverdale Station 1s 
located on a 23-acre site on U. S. 
Route 11 about 12 miles north of 
Roanoke and has a capacity of 30,000 
kva. I t is supplied by two of the 
company's 132,000-volt lines. 

In the past, the Huntington Court 
Station, Roanoke, supplied the area 
now served by the new Cloverdale 
Station. 

To help push the campaign, various 
districts in the Southern Properties 
are having local campaigns among em­
ployees. Special con tests such as the 
Big Sales Hunt in Abingdon and 
Dealer Salesmen Campaigns are under 
way with prizes to employees turning 
in the most prospects. With these con­
tests in progress, many districts in the 
Southern Properties show indications 
that they will be among the leaders 
when the campaign ends Dec. 3 1. 

" Last year, 
J ake was named 
chairman of the 
March of Dimes 

Mr. Wood campaign for 
the C ity of Welch. In recognition 
of the success of that campaign, he 
was given greater duties this year. 
H e will head the drive as chairman 
for the 1952 March of Dimes Drive 
for all of McDowell County. 

Mr. W ood has been active in a 
number of Welch' s drives and civic 
organizations. H e is a past president 
of the Welch Lions Club. 

Just Counting The Days 'Till Christmas 

Like most ch ildren this time of year, Doug and Billy Jones 
are counting the days to Christmas. In the center picture 
Doug, left, and Billy dream their separate dreams on the 
some subject-Christmas morning. Two-year-old Doug 
thinks of that truck he sow in a store window. He can see 
it in the living room beside him now. Billy, having turned 
the four-year-old corner, sees himself a s bad medicine for 
outlaws as he enforces law and order with that gun he 

hopes St. Hick will leave before going back up the chimney. 
Like oil youngsters jumping out of bed early Christmas 
morning, their happiest moments ore those when they show 
their discoveries ta their parents, Mr. and Mrs. W. S. Jones 
of 522 Walnut Avenue, S. W., Roanoke. Bill is o main­
tenance man in the substation department. He and Marilyn 
know what Santo means to their youngsters. Their real 
Christmas jay comes from sharing their children's pleasure. 

A new transmission station, located 
at Bradley, West Virginia, in the 
Beckley district, has been placed in 

service. T he Bradlq station has a 
capacity of 60,000 kva. It provides 
an addition al source of power to the 
Beckley d istrict. 

T he Bradley station is connec~ed to 
the 132,000-volt transmission system 

by the recently completed Cabin 
Creek-Hinton-Glen Lyn lines. It is 
linked to the main circuits feeding 

the Beckley area by a double circui t 
44,000-volt steel tower line . • 

Two 30,000 kva transformers and 

the necessary related equipment are 
installed at the station. 

Fieldale Employee 
Wins Scholarship 

·At 4-H Congress 
Aubrey Bradshaw's 4-H work 

brought him national honors last 
month as the 
Fieldale district 
meterman won 
the 195 1 meat 
animal contest 
and a $300 col­
lege scholarsh ip. 
H e was selected 
from among 
eight sectional 
winners from all 

Mr. Bradshaw over the nation 
at the 4-H . Club Congress in Chicago. 

He completed 54 projects in h is 
nine years of club work and was 
State winner in field crops in 1949 
and in achievement in 1950. 

Si nce he began his meat program 
with a purebred Berkshire gilt, he 
has increased his livestock holdings to 
2 3 beef steers, seven beef heifers and 
two baby beef steers. Production of 
grain and forage crops round out the 
farm operation which he works with 
his father. 

Aubrey has served as jun ior and 
assistant leader in his H enry Coun ty 
4-H Club for five years. Since em­
ployed by the company a year ago, 
he has devoted puny afternoons and 
week ends to caring for h is livestock 
and crops. 

Last month T HE I LLUMINATOR 
carried a story about Aubrey's 4-H 
work growing from a hobby into a 
business. Now his club work brings 
him additional awards with an op­
portunity of h is own making for a 
college education. 
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Yes, There Is A Santa Claus 
The following editorial by Francis P. 

Church appeared in the New York Sun 
in r897 in answer to a lette; from a.n 
eight-year-old girl whose friends said 
there was no Santa Claus and who wanted 
to know the truth: 

Virginia, your little friends are wrong. 
T hey have been affected by the skep­
t icism of a skeptical age. They do not 
believe except they see. They think 
t hat nothing can be which is not com­
prehensible by their little minds. 

All minds, Virginia, whet her they be 
men's or children's, are little. In this 
great universe of ours man is a mere 
insect, an ant, in his intellect, as com­
pared wit h the boundless w?rld .about 
him as measured by the mtelhgence 
cap~ble of grasping the whole of truth 
and knowledge. 

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. 
He exists as certainly as Jove and gener­
osity and devotion exist, and you know 
that they abound and give to your life 
its highest beauty and joy. 

Alas! How dreary would be the world 
if there were no Santa Claus! It would 
be as dreary as if t here were no Virginias. 
T here would be no childlike faith then, 
no poetry, no romance to make tolerable 
t his existence. We should have no en­
joyment , except in sense and sight. T he 
eternal light with which childhood fills 
the world would be ext inguished. 

Not believe ii\ Santa Claus! You 
might as well not believe in fairies! You 
might get your papa to hire men to watch 
in all the chimneys on Christmas Eve 
to catch Santa Claus, but even if t hey 
did not see Santa Claus coming down, 
what would that prove? Nobody sees 
Santa Claus, but that is no sign that 
there is no Santa Claus. 

The most real things in t he world are 
those that neither children nor men can 
see. D id you ever see fairies dancing on 
the lawn ? Of course not, but that's no 
proof t hat t hey are not t here. Nobody 
can conceive or imagine all the wonders 
there are unseen and unseeable in t he 
world. 

You tear apart the baby's rattle and 
see what makes t he noise inside, but 
there is a veil covering t he unseen world 
which not the st rongest man, nor even 
t he unit ed st rength of all t he strongest 
men t hat ever lived, could tear apart. 
Only faith, fa ncy, poet ry, love, romance 
can push aside that curtain and view 
and pict ure t he supernal beauty and 
glory beyond. Is it all real? Ah, Virginia, 
in all this world there is nothing else 
real and abiding. 

No Santa Claus! Thank God! H e 
lives , and he lives forever. A t housand 
years from now, Virginia, nay, ten t imes 
ten thousand years from now, he will 
continue to make glad t he heart of child­
hood. 

THE ILLUMINATOR 

When a child asks, "Is there a Santa Claus?," 
what is your reply? 

MRS. LOIS C. HART, System Real 
Estate and Right-of-Way Department 
Roanoke. 

Santa is a spirit who can 
cover in a night 

the whole wide world of 
darkness, leaving 

happiness and light; 
Because he calls on every­

one 
to help unload his pack 
Of kindness, unselfish­

ness, 
of thoughtfulness and 

tact. 
Santa is the spirit sparking deep in every heart 
that makes the Christmas time more joyful 
as each one gives his part. 
So make your gifts of right and good­
you'll help the one who doesn't. 
Of course, dear, there's a Santa Claus! 
Wh at made you think there wasn't? 

LOUIS RAY MARTIN, Oak Hill Office, 
Beckley District. 

Yes, darling, there is 
r --- . a Santa Claus for all good 

children, regardless of 
what anyone else will 
ever tell you. 

Santa Claus is a repre­
sentative of our Saviour, 
Jesus Christ, and just 

•before Christmas time, it 
is his duty to check up 
on all good children to 
sec what they have been 

doing during the year: The good ones will 
be rewarded with gifts, while the bad ones 
get a switch and scolding. 

I would then read and explain the first and 
second chapters of St. Matthew and explain 
that as long as she or he abides by God's rules 
there will always be a Santa Claus. 

A. M. BEATTY, Stores Department, 
Roanoke. 

Sure there is a Santa 
Claus. To me Santa 
Claus is a personality. 
Christmas commemorates 
the birth of a great per­
sonality. We celebrate 
this occasion more wide­
ly than any other because 
His personality stands 
out above all others. The 
greatness of His person­
ality was that of sharing. 

H e gave His time, His talents, His comfort 
and even His life for others. 

Nobody secs Santa Claus but that is no sign 
there is none. The real things in the world 
are those that neither children nor men see. 

Christmas is the time to inspire children 
with the thoughts of their fellow man. They 
that do not believe in Santa Claus are those 
that believe only what they see. 

MRS. TALMADGE CORNETT, Ac­
counting department, Hazard. 

Is there a Santa Claus? 
That is a question that 
all parents must answer 
one way or another and 
my way to answer is: 
Sure, there's a Santa 
Claus. 

All children want to 
believe, so why discour­
age their Ii ttle thoughts. 
It gives .them something 
to occupy their mind and 

then think of the hours of enjoyment the 
parent has read ing and telling stories of Santa 
and the little ones asking, "How many. more 

days until Santa comes, Mummy?" 

The joy of their awakening on Christmas 
morning is also something to think about. Is 
there a better way to instill happiness in their 
little hearts? And then as they grow older 
you can explain to them the true meaning of 
Santa Claus. Of course, there will be a certain 
amount of disappointment but the feel ing that 
they are getting bigger will overcome it. So 
for me there is a Santa Claus. 

CHARLES WILSON, Results Depart· 
ment, Philip Sporn Plant. 

A child asks "Is there 

·----j : ~:~~e~;a~~ "a;:datfo: 

loss for an answer.· We 
then begin to think about 
Santa Claus and what 
meaning he has for us 
and we realize the answer 
can only be one thing. 

We remember the 
wonderful surprises of 
Christmas morning, the 

many new toys, the candy and fruit, the 
decorated Christmas tree, the family gathered 
together around the Christmas dinner table 
and later the fireside, and the singing of carols. 
All of these are numbered among our fondest 
memories. We want our children to believe and 
enjoy these same never to be forgotten mo­
ments resulting from or in the expectation of 
a visit by Santa Claus. Our answer can only 
be "Yes, there certainly is a Santa Claus." 

A Picture Of St. Nick 
The most famous description of Santa Claus 

was written in D ecember of 1823 by Clement 
Clarke Moore in his memorable classic, "The 
Night Before Christmas." H e visualized St. 
Nicholas as follows: 

He was dressed all in fur, from his head to 
his foot, 

And his clothes were all tarnished '(fith ashes 
and soot; 

A bundle of T oys he had flung on his back, 
And he looked like a pedlar just opening 

his pack. · 

H is eyes-how they twinkled! his dimples, 
how merry! 

His eyes were like roses, his nose like a 
cherry! 

His droll little mouth was drawn up like 
a bow, 

And the beard on his chin was as white 
as the snow. 

The stump of a pipe he held tight in his 
teeth, 

And the smoke it encircled his head like 
a u·reath; 

He had a broad face and a little round belly, 
That shook when he laughed, like a bowl 

full of jelly. 

He was chubby and plump, a right jolly 
old elf, 

And I laughed when I saw him, in spite 
of myself; 

A wink of his eye and a twist of his head 
Soon gave me to know I had nothing 

to dread. 

He spoke not a word, but went straight 
to work, 

And filled all the stockings; then turned 
with a jerk, 

And laying his finger aside of his nose, 
And giving a nod, up the chimney he rose. 

He sprang to the sleigh, to his team gave 
a whistle, 

And away they all flew like the down of 
a thistle. 

But I heard him exclaim ere he drove 
out of sight, 

"Happy Christmas to All, and to All a 
Good Night!" 

December, 1951 

WILLIAM H. COE, Serviceman, 
Abingdon District. 

It is an old tradition 
that has been handed 
down from one genera-
tion to another. It makes 
a child's face beam w ith 
h appiness to think of 
Santa's visit. I would not 
th ink of ruining a child's 
pleasant . thoughts of \ 
Santa by telling him -..I 
there isn't a San ta Claus. 

I would like for chil­
dren to have the same Christmas joy that I had 
when I was a ch ild. You can speak of Santa 
to a child and his first thoughts are. of toys of 
all kinds, fruits, nuts and candles. A child who 
believes there is a Santa Claus will better un­
derstand the true meaning of Christmas, which 
leads their belief to Jesus Christ. 

PHYLLIS REEDER, Accounting Depart­
ment, Huntington. 

children? 

Is there a Santa Claus? 
What a familiar ques­
tion! Every mother has 
heard it, and every 
mother, in her own way, 
has tried to answer it. 

Is anything comparable 
to child-like faith; to the 
joy of a child on Christ­
mas morning; to the 
privilege of sharing this 
great happiness with our 

Without faith, hope, and love, everything 
in life would be meaningless, and Santa Claus 
exists as surely as these. The things we can­
not see are the things in which we have the 
most faith; the things that are real and abiding. 
We do, however, see the effects of these. 

And so, with a thankful heart, my reply to 
a child would be, "Yes D ear, there will always 
be a Santa Claus." 

RAY PHILLIPS, auxiliary equipment 
operator, Logan Plant. 

My answer is, "Yes, 
there is a Santa Claus 
becau se Santa Claus 
means we will receive 
gifts for Christmas. He 
is the spirit of giving." 

W e should be very 
careful in our teaching 
so our children will 
know the real meaning 
of Christmas. In OUl'--./' 
rush of giving and re­

ceiving gifts we may fail to stop and explain 
to the chi ldren why we celebrate this impor-
tant day. T hey should be told in easy to under­
stand words the story of the first Christmas, 
then they will understand the spirit of giving. 

MRS. JACQUELINE C. SHIPLEY, Ac­
counting Department, Kingsport. 

T he natural answer to 
a child's question: " l s 
there a San ta Claus 1 " is 
yes. It is a hear.twarming 
experience to see a child's 
face light up on Christ­
mas morning when he 
sees the packages he 
thinks Santa left for him. 

To disillusion a child 
by telling him that there 
is no Santa Claus is cruel. 

The memories of our own childhood days when 
the magic of Christmas filled us with joy should . 
make us want to continue the illusion of Santa • 
Claus. Since most adults forget the real mean­
ing of Christmas, we should try to keep the 
children happy because they will have to face 
the realities of life soon enough. 

1 

l 
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New Look For Roanoke H. H. Widener Retires 
In Bluefield District; 
Completes 24 Years Underground Network System Completed 

Logan Plant And 
District Christmas 
Parties Planned 

Hugh H enderson Widener, a 
Bluefield district employee working 
at Pocahontas, Virginia, retired 
November 30 after having completed 
more than twenty-four years of serv­
ice with the company. 

M r. Widener was first employed 
as a meter reader in early 1927. In 
the first of the thirties, he was trans­
ferred to the substation maintenance 
department. H e has served the dis­
trict as maintenance man and relief 
operator since that time. 

Widener recently purchased a 
home in Abingdon where he expects 
to make his home after the first of the 
year. Both Mr. and Mrs. Widener 
were raised in the Widener Valley 
section of Washington County about 
fifteen miles from Abingdon. 

Mr. Widener indicated that he 
had no immediate plans for the future 
other than moving into his new 
home. 

Two Roanoke Servicemen 
Help Free Wreck Victim 

Two Roanoke meter servicemen 
were called upon to perform a weight 
lifting feat when they reached the 
scene of an accident near New Castle 
on November 13. 

Jack Carper, of New Castle, was 
pinned under an overturned truck as 
Rudolph E. Leftwich and Gerald G. 
Maxey arrived. They and two other 
men lifted the truck off the victim. 

The employees then radioed the 
Roanoke office where A. J. Good 
telephoned to New Castle for an 
ambulance. Hospital examination 
showed the victim suffered only a 
bruised side as the result of rapidly 
being freed of the weight of the 
truck. 

Writing on November 21 to the 
Roanoke meter department, the vic­
tim expressed his appreciation for the 
aid given by the two employees. 

D ecember marks the end of Ap­
palachian's three-year program to put 
electric wires underground in down­
town Roanoke. 

Along with the underground sys­
tem, 159 new mercury vapor street 
lights were installed. They produce 
I 0 times as much light as the old 
street lights. The first I 00 white­
way lights were turned on M arch 18, 
195 0, in a special ceremony. 

Involved in the program covering 
36 blocks was the electrical change­
over from the old 4,000 volt over­
head system to the 12,000 volt 
underground network. 

Roanoke district line crews under 
the direction of R. G. Amos, foreman, 
threaded over 22 miles of various 
sizes of wires and cables through 
ducts or tubular conduit. About 27 
miles of ducts were built to provide 
for future expansion. 

A major part of the three-step 
program was construction of 5 5 man­
holes and 30 underground vaults, 
most of which are as large as an 
average room. These 30 vaults re­
quired major street work and house 
the 90 transformers used to convert 
high voltage into usable electric energy 
for the business establishments in the 
downtown area. Each vault is equip­
ped with a subway oil swi tch and a 
network protector. 

To supp.ly the underground net­
work, enlargements were made at the 
Campbell Avenue and Seventh Street 
substations. Additional line faci li ties, 
transformers and switching equipment 
were added at the stations to insure 
sufficient power for the future growth 
of the business section. 

Another big part of the program 
included taking down the overhead 
wires and removing the old steel 
poles which held the wires. More 
than 400 old poles were taken down. 

During the three-year program, 
seven contracting firms laid ducts, 
installed vaults, removed old poles 
and wires and put up new street 
light standards. 

Appaleisure Club Holds 
Annual Halloween Dance 

The Appaleisure Club, recreational 
club of the Beckley district em­
ployees, held its Halloween D ance on 

ovember 2 at Twin Oaks Country 
Club. 

As part of the entertainment, vari­
ous members were called upon to 
sing or present some act. Prizes were 
presented Arline Ables, most original; 
Mrs. Leo C. Bias and Mrs. Herman 
H arvey, prettiest, and Leo C. Bias 
and H erman H arvey, tackiest. 

Music for the dance was furnished 
by Harold Miller and his orchestra. 

Unusual Costumes Feature Abingdon Party 

The goblins and the ghosts were loose at the Abingdon district's Halloween 
party, but they ran a poor second to many of the costumes which employees 
wore. Shown above are some of the employees in their Halloween costumes. 
Entertainment at the party included on apple bobbing contest, milk bottle con­
test, a suitcase relay, bingo and square dancing. Mr. and Mrs. Bob Weisfe ld 
won the prize for the best-dressed couple, Mrs. Olen Quillen for the best­
dressed lady and Poul Dunn for the best-dressed man. More than 135 em­
ployees and their guests attended the party. 

7 
/ 

Roanoke in 1936 at the corner of Jefferson Street and Campbell Avenue hod a 
maze of wires spreading fan-like in every direction. Many of the wires served 
the old trollies which passed from the Roanoke scene several years ago. Even 
those unfamiliar with Roanoke in 1936 will readily recognize in the photo below 
many changes which have token place through the years. 

Modern Roanoke with the old poles and overhead wires removed stands out 
sharply in contrast with the picture above. Mew stores are also evident in the 
recent picture which was taken from about the same spot as the old photo. 
One-way traffic on Campbell Avenue is another innovation while traffic signals 
on the corners also guide pedestrians with "Wolk" and "Don't Wolk" signs. 

Joe Gills Named 
To Visitor's Board 
At Emory And Henry 

Joe P. Gills, manager of the Abing­
don D istrict, has been elected to 
membership on the board of visitors 
of Emory and Henry College at 
Emory, Virginia. 

The board of visitors is composed 

Mr. Gills 

of 28 to 32 
business and 
professional 
l eaders of 
southwest Vir­
ginia and up­
per east T en­
nessee. 

The board 
makes an an­
nual inspection 
of the college's 

facilities and curricula. Upon com­
pletion of its inspection the board 
makes its recommendations to the ad­
ministration and the trustees of the 
college. 

A. H. Jopp Presents Report 
At Recent Kentucky Meet 

A. H . Jopp, Pikeville district com­
mercial manager, recently presented 
a report entitled, "Grounding and 
Lighting Protection for Utility and 
Mining Distribution Systems,'' to 
members of the Kentucky Mining In­
stitute. Jopp's report was made as the 
group held its annual meeting in 
Lexington. 

Glen Lyn Planning 
Christmas Parties 

A Glen Lyn Plant working com­
mittee is completing final arrange­
ments for the Employees Annual 
Christmas Dinner. Tentative date for 
the dinner has been set for December 
18. 

For employees' children, plans also 
are underway to invite Santa to at­
tend the annual Children's Party. Al­
though no date had been set at this 
time, arrangements were being made 
w ith the Rich Creek Theatre to run 
a special showing of "Mickey Mouse" 
films for the children prior to Santa's 
arrival. Other forms of entertain­
ment are being considered for the 
youngsters. 

The children's party will 
all youngsters up to the 
fourteen. 

include 
age of 

The annual Employees and Guests 
Christmas Party for both Logan 
Plant and Logan District personnel 
w ill be held December 15. Tentative 
plans call for beginning the celebra­
tion with a dinner at the Masonic 
T emple at six- thirty and continuing 
the party with dancing and entertain­
ment at the Town O ffice auditori um. 

All plant and district personnel arc 
en titled to invite one guest for the 
dinner. For the dance, any employee 
can bring as many guests as desire. 

The annual Children's Christmas 
Party will be held in the auditorium 
at the Town Office December 2 I. 
The part;' will be in progress between 
three-thirty and five and an enter­
taining program for the youngsters 
has been planned. 

Dog Gets No Reward 
From Master For Find 

Melvin Underwood usually re­
wards his dog when successful on a 
hunt. There are exceptions, however. 

Melvin recently went coon hunt­
ing one night with a Red Bone 
Hound, his pride and joy. Ready 
for the chase, the Roanoke garage 
employee turned h is dog loose. 

First he heard the excited bark, 
then the chase, then the baying when 
the animal was treed. Melvin rushed 
up for the kill, gun ready, sight 
steady. Down a slan ting tree came 
an animal. 

W as it a coon? No, to M elvin's 
disgust, it was a goat. 

So Melvin and h is dog went home 
unrewarded. Melvin didn't get :i 

coon; his dog didn't get a scent. 

Prowse Promoted From 
Lineman To Foreman 

M. D. Prowse has been promoted 
to line foreman in the Charleston dis­
trict. H e was employed by the com­
pany in 1936 as a lineman. 

Mr. Prowse was graduated from 
Charleston High School in 1936 and 

Mr. Prowse 

worked for the 
Du Pont Com­
pany a short 
time before be­
ing employed 
by Appalachian. 
H e served in 
World War II 
as an electri­
cian's mate in 
the Navy. 

He is mar-
ried and with his wife and two chil­
dren lives in Dunbar. 

Mr. Jopp's material was well re­
ceived and detailed discussions were 
held on several points of interest. 

The Institu te represents the min­
ing industry in Kentucky and has 
members from the Clinchfield Coal 
areas of Virginia. 

Appalachian employees practice erecting the flood gate in the new flood wall 
protecting Point Pleasant. Their preparation is part of the program of the Flood 
Woll Commission which asked various local businesses to be responsible for 
manning the wall in time of peril. The record flood in the area in 1937 was 
38.8 feet above normal river stage. Such a flood crest would be above the 
head of the stone figure on the Point Pleosont Bottle Monument in the back­
ground. 
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Williamson District 

Nancy Baldw in, home economist, 

has resigned to enter the University 
of Kentucky. 

Mi lton Cole has returned to work 
after a recent illness. 

L. W. Robinette spent Thanksgiv­
ing with h is family in W ayne. 

Sgt. John T. Blackburn has re­
sumed his duti es as se rviceman in the 
meter department after retu rn ing 
from service with the Army in Korea. 

Vacationers: Betty L. Roac h, meter 
department, vacationed in Cincinnati 
and in Kentucky; Paur Woods and 
family in Augusta and Kingt1port, and 
Arnold Hatfield , stores department, 
h unting in Nicholas County. 

G. B. Trent and Clyde Runyon, 
engineering department, have re­
turned to work after recent illnesses. 

Paul Woo~s, d raftsman, recently 
won an electric toaster as first prize 
in a contest whereby he guessed 
closest to the number of nails in a 
container at a local hardware. 

Huntington District 

Ralph K. Baber has returned to th e 
commercial department in connection 
w ith his cooperative studies at the 
Georgia Institute of T echnology 
where he is a sophomore. For the 
past year he has been stationed at 
Lackland Air Force Base in Texas 
with the reserves. 

Geraldine W. Garretson is a new 
employee in the transmission and 
distribution department. 

Lucil le Arbaugh is a new employee 
in the accounting department. 

Logan Plant 

Carl Feiszli, assistant supervisor of 
maintenance, and wife recently visi ted 
Dayton. 

Vacationers hunting in Logan, 
Cabell and Lincoln counties: R. D. 
Booker, F. H. Mannon, Norman 
Johmon, J r. and L. H. McDonald. 

Lillian E. Straughan, assistant 
chemist, vaca tioned at D aytona. 

Mr. and Mrs. George F rey visited 
their son and h is fam ily in D etroit. 
Their 10-month-old granddaughter 
returned with them to spend a month 
in Logan. Mr. Frey is supervisor of 
maintenance. 

D on Brown, J r. , son of the plant 
chemist, recen tly underwent a tonsil­
lectomy. 

M rs. M . F. Morrison and daughter 
recently visited Mr. M orrison, plant 
office supervisor, at Scott D epot where 
he is recovering from a major opera­
tion. 

C. E. Marshall , chi ef dispatcher, 
vacationed w ith h is sister in Virgin ia. 

B. W. Lanthorne, shift supervisor, 
va~ationed in Bladen, Ohio, w here he 
went rabbit hunting. 

Logan District 

Mr. and Mrs. T . F . Valley and 
their daughter recently visited Mrs. 
Valley's parents. in P rinceton. He is 
local office manager. 

Simon A. Dingess, father of Bill ie 
Dingess of the accounting department, 
recently received trea tment at Logan 
General H ospi ta!. 

Mr. and M rs. W. F. Giles attended 
the second annual "Extravaganza" 
of th~ Marshall ·college department 
of music. Their son, Bill, sang a 
solo with the Symphonic Choir. Bi ll 
is a sophomore and was employed in 
Logan's substation department during· 
the summer. Mr. Giles is in the 
commercial department. 

Mrs. Ruth D ean, mother of M rs. 

Syrean Baker of the accounti ng de­
partment, has been ill. 

Pfc. Bill F. M cGhee recently 
visited the service building while 
home on leave from the Army at 
Camp Pickett. H e was formerly em­
ployed in the line department. 

Gene Leeson, son of the stores 
supervisor, recently visited his parents. 
He is a freshman at Bowling Green 
Business University and president of 
his class. 

Joseph Eibling, cooperative student 
from the University of Cincinnati, 
has returned to school and Robert 
H eitmann will replace him in the 
engineering department for the next 
three months. 

Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Hayner re­
cently entertained 28 persons in their 
home in honor of the fifth birthday 
of their daughter, Elizabeth Ann. 
Mr. Hayner is employed in the en­
gineering department. 

M. R. Atkinson, commercial de­
partment, was one of four judges 
named to select winners in contests 
held at the Annual Halloween Party, 
sponsored by the Logan Kiwanis Club, 
of which he is president and the 
merchants of Logan. 

Thon;as J. H anley, meter depa rt­
ment, and wife recently visited Char­
leston. 

A. 0. Edwards, area representative 
in the M ad ison area and chairman of 
the Boone County Red Cross Blood 
Bank, was pleased w ith the response 
of the ci tizens of the Whitesville area 
when the bloodmobile rece11tly col­
lected 134 pints of blood there. 

Wayne Warren, stores department, 
and family recently vacationed in St. 
Petersburg. 

Emil Gore, accounting departmen t, 
hunted in Pocahontas County while 
on vacation . 

(See Hunting/011, page 10) 

Welch District . 

Mr. and Mrs. F. L. Lineberry va­
cationed at Miami, Fla., and H avana, 
Cuba. 

Bluefield District 

• Lacy H . W allace, Jack Newland, 
Cecil A. Rh udy and Roy. R. Hawkins 
have returned from military service. 
Wallace left in August of 19 5 0 for 
the N avy and spent most of his t ime 
in the Pacific with three months at 
Inchon, Korea. Newland en tered the 
M arines in September of 1950 and 
was s ta~ioned in North Carolina. 
Rhudy entered the A rmy in Novem~ 
ber of 19 5 0 and served with the 
mili tary pol ice at Fort Eustis. H aw­
kins entered the N avy in January of 
195 1 and trained at Newport and 
Little Creek. 

Sympathy 1s extended W. G . 
Cunningham on the death of his 
father. 

C. ]. Light, stores $Upervisor, va­
cationed at D ayton a Beach. 

Sympathy is extended Howard and 
Roy Kidd on the death of their 
brother. 

Vacationers: L . H. Saunders, d ivi­
sion personnel supervisor, with rela­
ti ves in Bedford, Virgin ia; James 
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Woo:is, J r., pay-roll supervisor, and 
wife in New York City; Anna Neal 
Howard , division manager's office, 
and Mrs. Maude M cCullocli, senior 
home economist, motoring through 
tbe Great Smoky Mountain Park 
and at Gatlinburg; Tennessee. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ernest S. Owen 
motored to various points of M ary­
land and Pennsylvania while 01.1 va­
cation. H e is system transmission rec­
ords supervisor at Bluefield. 

(Sec Bluefield, page 10) 

Thelma Clarke is a new employee 
in the accounting department. 

M rs. Betty Boyer, accounting de­
partmcn t, has resigned. 

F.dd Christian, L indsay W ade, J r., 
Doyle L. Robinette and J ames V. 
Bowman are new employees in the 
steam production department. 

Sympathy is extended Woodrow 
Ball on the death of his father- in-law. 

Vacationers: Maye Bayless with 
relatives in Knoxville; Joe Baker anp 
family with relatives in Cincinnati, 
and Mr. and Mrs. H . F. Wil hoit in 
Miami and Key West. 

D . P. Blankenbeckler is recovering 
.from a recent illness at his sister's 
home in Marion. 

R. A. Parrack, distribution depart­
men t, has resigned. 

Point Pleasant District 

Guy Jordan, lineman, recently 
underwent an operation at H olzer 
Hospital. 

Frank Wol fe has returned to work 
after a recent illness. 

Cabin Creek Plant 

M argaret M atheney was enter­
tained w ith a birthday dinner at 
K ing's Lamp Room in Charleston by 
Mari e Simmons and M ae Smith. 

Sympathy is extended W. L . H ar­
ris and family on the death of his 
father. 

M . M. Wingfield's daughter, 
Judy, has been confined in M armet 
Hospital w ith an illness. 

Sympathy is extended W. H . 
C row and family on the death of his 
father. 

Mrs. A. V. Johnson has been ill. 

Sympathy is extended J. K. 
Daniels and family on the death of 
his fa theT. 

'Mr. and Mrs. W. N . N ewcomer 
vacationed with h is parents in Wash­
ington, D. C. 

Sporn Plant 

Sympathy is extended H arold 
M arquis on the death of his mother. 

R. G. Ellis, master maintenance 
man, and family recently visited 
Vero Beach, Florida. 

Sympathy is extended A. L. Smith 
on the dea th of his mother. 

Charles Grimm, maintenance man, 
is convalescing at home after a recen t 
injury. 

New employees at the Sporn plant 
include: J ames P. Keefer, stores de­
partment; William H. Jones, Ernest 
L. Damewood, William R. Doolittle, 
Harry R. Layne and Paul E. Stewart, 
labor department. 

Clarence T ennant, first assistant 
shift operating engineer, has returned 
home from the Ohio Valley Hospital 
after undergoing an opera tion. 

Robert Parsons, auxiliary equ ip­
ment operator on mil itary leave, re­
cently visited the plan t whi le on fur­
lough from an Air Force base at 
Colorado Springs. 

E sl ie Mossman, control operator, is 
recovering after a home accident 
when he burned his hand . 

Russell A. Fields, control operator 
on military leave, recently visi ted the 
plant while on fu rlough from the 
Naval base at Norfolk. 

M ary Alice Schultz is a new em­
ployee in the accounting department. 

Sympathy 1s extended H arold 
Marquis and family on the death of 
hi s fathe r-in- law. 

Charleston District 

Sympathy is extended H. L. Bosti c, 
d istribu tion department, on the death 
of his foster daughter, Phyllis Ann 
W olfe. 

J ack Walters, accounting depart­
ment, has' returned to work after an 
operation. 

Mr. and M rs. C . B. Talley vaca­
tioned at Fort Lauderdale, Fia. 

Mrs. Phyllis Aquino, home econo­
mist at the Whi tesville office, has 
resigned. 

Vacationers: Mr. and Mrs. L. M. 
Cobbs with relatives in N orfolk ; Rose 
Ann Smith, engineering departmen t, 
in Cincinnati; Maxine Urwin, Char­
leston office cashier, and husband at 

(See Charleston, page 8) 

Ashland District 

W alter K eeton, distribution de­
partment, appeared on WSAZ-TV 
with h is T ennessee M elody Boys on 
the Saturday Nigh t Jamboree on 
November I 0. 

Sympathy is extended Liew Os­
borne on the death of h is fa ther. 

Vernon T oothman has resigned to 
accept a position in Cleveland. 

Sympathy is extended E. E. Van­
Over on the death of his mother- in­
law. 

G eraldine Chinn is a new employee 
in the stores dcpartmcn t replacing 
Nora Hunnicut who resigned. 

Ira See, engineering department, 
has returned to work after an eye 
operation. 

" Buddy" Preston recently under­
went an operation. 

E. E. H eyl, main accounting office, 
vacationed in St. Louis. 

Amy Watts, commercial depart­
ment, vacationed wi th her daughter 
and grandchild ren in C hicago. 

Pikeville District 

Peggy Leah Appleton, PBX opera­

tor, has resigned. 
M. C. Mutter, substation crew 

(See Ke11tucky, page 10) 
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Fieldale District 

D eer hunters in Wythe County: 
Billy C . Harlowe, transmission and 
distribution department; Lewis In­
gram, local accounting department, 
and John G . Morrison and G erald F. 
Sanders, transmission and distribution 
department. 

D ot Shaw Perry, local accounting 
department, vacationed wi th a tour 
of the Shenandoah Valle1 and the 
Blue Ridge Parkway. 

System 

Sympathy is extended Thelma 
Manning on the death of her ~ 
brother- in- law. ....._,/ 

Doris Carter, system accounting 
office, has returned to work after an 
illness. 

G eraldine Sorrels, system account­
ing office, has returned to work after 
an extended illness. 

N ancy B. Kerfoot has resigned. 

C. G . Price, Jr., system account­
ing office, is convalescing af ter a re­
cent illness. 

M ary L ee Farrier vacationed 111 

Richmond and N ewport News. 

Sympathy is extended Frances 
Thomas on the death of her aunt. 

M argare t H aley visited her sister, 
in Philadelphia, during the holidays. 

C. L. Robison has had his father 
from Philo, Ohio, as a guest. 

Nancy B. Kerfoot was honored 
with a shower the evening of Novem­
ber 1 5 by employees of the material 
and supplies department at the home 
of Norma C. Bell. Reba T urner as­
sisted the hostess. 

Margaret Carter recently visited 
relatives in Washington, D. C. 

Carl R. H edgecock is recuperating 
from a recent illness. 

Patricia Brinkley has retu rned to 
work following an illness. 

Morene N. Turnbull, former em­
ployee of the system accounting office, 
was honored with a shower the even­
ing of November 13 by a group of 
employees of the accounting office. 
Joan Wyl ie and Allie Whitlow were 
hostesses. 

Eli zabeth Bosang, execu t ive office, 
recently visited her sister in Chat­
tanooga. 

Mrs. John F. Smith, personnel de­
partment, and husband are vacation­
ing in New J ersey. Sgt. Smith re­
cen tly returned from Korea. 

J esse Bussey, personnel depart­
ment, hunted in Bath County while 
on vacation. 

Mrs. Gloria Saunders is a new em­
ployee in the publ ic relations depart­
ment. 

Elaine Abercrombie, real estate 
and right-of-way department has re­
turned to work after a recent tonsil­
lectomy. 

Mrs. Evelyn M cTier is recovering 
after an appendectomy. She is an 
cm ployce of the system real estate 
and right-of-way department. 

Girls of the billing office gave a 
luncheon on November 14 in honor 
of M rs. M artha Michael Fitzgerald 
w ho is resigning. She rece ived a gift 
from the girls and one from all of 
the employees of the office. 

Vacationers: Marguerite Gregg 111 

New York C ity and Ruth Wright 111 

W ashington, D . C. 

Lynchburg District 
...,____________________________ 1 

Sympathy is extended Mrs. Ber­
nice G . Anderson, distribut ion de­
partment, on the death of her mother: 

Hazel Bell, accounting department, 
{See Roa11oke, page 5) 
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Mirror Device Reduces Time Necessary 
In Accounting Procedure By 50 Per Cent 

l _Mrs. Beatrice S. McCrow, o member of the Roanoke district accounting deport­
'-/ ment, is shown os she uses the "Gadget" while typing bills. (Inset) The heavy 

nut holds the cord in the old method used for typing bills. 

M embers of the Roanoke distr ict 
local accounting office have developed 
a simple little "gadget" that cu ts the 
amount of work required for one 
task in half. 

The "gadget," which was devel­
oped by Roy F . Dowdy, 0. C. Cald­
well and R . G. Calhoun, speeds up 

has been credited with a number of 
useful and time-saving ideas now 
used by the company. H e developed 
the present cash posting machi ne; an 
X-ray device for opening and search­
ing envelopes; demonstration boards 
and maps, l ighted signs and emblems, 
and other devices. 

As early as I 9 1 5, Roy received 
recognition for his work. At that 
time he was singled out as one of 
the fi rst three winners in a national 
lamp contest. H e is emplo~'cd as a 
Roa noke d istrict customer service 
representative. 
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Chamber Of Horror 
Makes A Big Hit At 
Pt. Pleasant Party 

W hen members of the Point Pleas­
ant d istr ict Whathour Club plan a 
Halloween Spook Party-anything is 
apt to happen and it usually docs. 

The committee for this year's party 
did not overlook a single chance to 
startle their fri ends and fam ilies and 
arranged to hold the outing in proper 
surroundings. An empty house that 
had been vacant for about eight years 
became the party site. T he weather­
beaten home's dark and damp cellar 
provided the Horror C hamber and 
was decorated w ith well-placed skele­
tons, snakes, and o ther sin ister crea­
tures. 

Of the seventy- five employees and 
guests attending, all enjoyed the 
spine- tingli ng arrangements. Refresh­
ments, music and square dancing also 
shared the par ty's entertaining pro­
gram. 

Hazard Linemen And 
Metermen Attend Class 

A group of H azard distr ict line­
m en and mete rmen have been at­
tending a class on transformers con­
ducted by J. W. Scholtens, district 
supervising engineer. 

The course is furn ished by W est­
i nghouse Electr ic Company and 
teaches the fundamentals of d istribu­
tion t ransformers from the time thev 
are manufactured to their use in th~ 
fi eld . 
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Storekeeper Has Bugs In Stock 

Dick Presley Likes Growing Flowers 
With Help Of Homemade Greenhouse 

Holding some of the flowers that thrive 
in the wormth of his greenhouse, Dick 
is surrounded by specimens of his 
hondiwork. His flowers consist moinly 
of geroniums, begonias, snapdragons, 
delphinium, asters, petunias and mari­
golds. 

Now's the time for R. E . " Dick" 
Presley to come to the aid of his 
flowers. 

Unli ke most people, th is Beckley 
district storekeeper docs most of his 
flower growing during the wi nter. 
H e spends about two hours nightly, 
three times a week tending flowers 
in his homemade greenhouse. An 
avid basketball fan, he takes h is rad io 

with him to listen to the games while 
work ing. 

Dick traces his hobby back to an 
idea one day w hen he "just go t to 
thinking about it and decided to bu ild 
a g reenhouse." Wi th the help of hi s 
brother-in-law who lives next door, 
Dick went to work. H e did the 
plumbi ng, wiring, glass cutting and 
cinder-block laying. 

Dick says, "My neighbors · were 
foremen on the job." H e does not 
say it ironically but explains that they 
came up w ith a lot of good ideas 
which he put in his build ing. 

M easuring I 3 ~,;; by 24 fee t, the 
greenhouse co3t Dick about $ 17 5 for 
materials. The lean-to g reenhouse on 
the back of his garagc-apartmen t h as 
a western exposure, giving flowers the 
benefit of the eveni ng sun. 

Although Dick gives away most of 
his handiwork, he tries to sell enough 
flowers to meet expenses. H e con­
centrates mainly on geraniums, 
begonias, snapdragons, delphinium, 
asters, petunias and marigolds. 

Dick finds that he has his share of 
troubles just l ike any other hobbyist. 
His main complain t is against insects 
which l ike the warmth and sunshine 
of his greenhouse as well as the flavor 
of his flowers. The storekeeper feels 
that too many insects loaf around h is 
stockroom of flowers during the winter 
rather than burrow in to the ground 
until spri ng. 

one billing job 
more than fifty 
per cent. W hen 
typi n g delin­
quent notices, it 
is necessary for 
the typist to 
refer to both 
sides of the led­
ger record. In 
order to gather 
the desired in-

ROANOKE D.!,YISION Continued from pa~e 4 . .. 
H e has found local flor ists very 

cooperative in helping fight the in­
sects and in g iving professional advice 
on flower raising. Dick has neve r 
had professional training in his hobby 
but has read many books and maga­
zines on flowers. 

Mr. Dowdy 

formation, name and address, a weigh t 
often was placed on the cards so both 
hands were free for typing. 

The "gadget" puts an end to the 
turni ng of the consumers ·cards and 
the handling of weights. The desired 
in fo rmation is reflected to the typist 
by a conventional mirror to a second 
mi rror wh ich m agn ifies the prin ted 
matter. The typist arranges her cards 
so she can gather the information 
from the front of the ca rd and the 
m irror reflects the details on the back. 

The "gadget" came into existence 
following a d iscussion between Cald­
well and Calhoun as they attempted 
to solve this problem. Calhoun had 
seen somethi ng similar but it had not 
been too satisfactory. Roy Dowdy 
was consulted on the project and per­
fec ted the "gadget." 

Dreaming up ideas and making 
them work is nothing new to Roy. 
The veteran of more than 3 8 years of 
servi ce wi th the company not only 
has several inventions of his own, but 

has retu rned to work after an opera­
tion . 

Bessie J ohnson, accoun ting depart­
ment, visited in W ashington and 
Greensboro whi le on vacation. 

Sympathy is extended C . D. M c­
Carthy and C. H . M cCarthy, Reusens 
hydro, on the death of their brother­
in-law. 

Sympathy is extended Morris 
Lewis, Reuscns hydro, on the death 
of his sister. 

Mrs. Virginia D eaner, power de­
partment, recently visited her hus­
band in New York. 

Sympathy is extended J. P. M c-
Dermott, garage foreman, on 
death of h is brother. 

the 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Campbell, 
distribution departmen t and home 
econom ist, recently visited the Easte rn 
Shore. 

Sympathy is extended Ray Davis, 
stores department, on the death of 
h is sister. 

Roanoke District 

Gloria Spencer, daughter of R. L . 
Spencer of the dist ribution depart­
ment, recen tly won a television set in 
a con test sponsored by a local store. 

Sympathy is extended Frances 
Thurman on the death of her · aunt. 

L . M. Absher, substation depart­
ment, has been ill. 

J. W. Peery, substation depart­
men t, went deer h unti ng in Bath 
County. 

Beatrice Eakin, ru ral residential 
sales department, recen tly visited her 
sister and family in Kingsport. 

Vacationers: Mrs. Pauline H iner, 
rural residen tial sales, in Richmond 
with her son and his family ; J ohn 
J ett, rural residential sales, in Wash­
ington and P hiladelph ia; T. C. 
Smith, pay-roll department, and wife 
in New York City. 

Julia Law, elevator operator, re­
cently visited Buckroe Beach with her 

club, the "Gi rl F riends of Vi rg inia." 

J ames Ella J ones, ele1•ator operator, · 
motored to P etersburg to visit J immie 
Callaway who is recuperating from an 
illness. 

Mrs. J essie Chase is rccoveri ng 
after an appendectomy. 

Barbara Campbell, pay- roll depart­
men t, h as resigned. 

Jewell Ramsey attended the mi li­
tary funera l services for her brother, 
Lt. Frederick T. Crouse, who was 
killed seven years ago in a plane 
crash in Europe. H e was buried in 
the Zachary T aylor Nati6nal Ceme­
tery at Louisville. 

Roanoke meter department em­
ployees sent Christmas packages to 
the following w ho are in the service: 
T ommy Abshire who is in Iceland 
and H arry Guilliams and Gordon 
Brown who are in Korea. 

B., L. H enderson, meter depart­
ment, vacationed in D ayton, Virginia 
and in North Carolina with fr iends. 

In addi tion to raising flowers in 
h is yard during th e spring and sum­
mer, Dick grows enough tomatoes 
for hi s and his neighbors' use. H e 
also cultivates ~ hill or two of canta­
loupes wh ile they are in season . 

Dick Presley estimates that his green­
house cost about $17 5 but points out 
that that figure doesn't include his own 
labor or his friend's good advice. 

Safety .Behind The Wheel • • • Bluel ield Drivers Practice It 

Squeeze Play 
Here is the beginning of o squeeze ploy that often results in o 
disastrous sideswipe. Intent on passing that first car, the driver 
of ·the middle vehicle has failed to consider the fact that the 
driver behind him may have the some idea ot the some time. 
The Safe Driver ovoids this situation by checking his rear to 
make sure it is clear before pulling out to pass around. And to 
let the driver ahead know he is starting to pass, he signals by 
a polite toot from the horn. It's just a simple procedure for 
preventing a lot of trouble. 

Skidding 
Winter months lie oheod and with them come increased hazards 
on streets and highways. With ice and snow covered pave­
ment, the danger of skidding is ever present. Making wise use 
of chains but fully aware of their limitations, the Safe Driver 
avoids situations that will throw his vehicle into a skid. He 
drives at greatly reduced speed so he con come to a slow and 
gradual stop when necessary. But if he does go into o skid, 
he turns the front wheels in the direction of the skid and 
applies the brakes with o light, pumping action. 

Defensive Driving 
Driving along o heavily congested city street presents o real 
challenge to the skill of any driver. The scene ahead is con­
stantly changing and shifting . There may be o jaywalking 
pedestrian stepping from between parked vehicles, o driver 

• climbing out of his car on the street side, a parked vehicle 
• suddenly coming to life and pulling away from the curb. Pro­

ceeding ot reduced speed and with his· alert eyes spotting these 
situations 'in the making, the Safe Driver is not caught off 
guard-on example of defensive driving ot its. best . . 
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Sporn Veterans Name New Officers 

These Philip Sporn Plant veterans of over 20 years service with the company 
recently held their onnuol dinner. At the meeting, Scott Morgon wos elected 
president, John Grimes, vice president, ond Charles Carroll, secretory ond treas­
urer. The eight men shown above represent more thon 200 years of service with 
the company. Reading leh to right ore: Clayton Athey, 25 years; W. C. Strain, 
28 years; Howard R. Andrews, 22 years; Alfred Smith, 27 years; Howard Roder, 
24 years; Scott Morgon, 22 years; Charles Carroll, 28 years, ond Frederick Em­
mert, 24 years. Two other members of the veterans group, John Grimes, 29 
years, ond Clarence Tennant, 28 years, were unable to be present for the 
meeting. 

Appalachian Electric Power Company 

Abingdon District- Paul S. Dunn from rural sales representative to acting 
administrative assistant. 

Fieldale District- Robert L. Unne from Roanoke system engineer trainee 
.toB eldale ... Disttlc.L]~. cfotri bu ti on engineer. 

L nchburg_ District-Thelma Spradlin from accounting department to 
commercial department, Inez M. Hanenkrat from office messenger to junior 
clerk and T homas H. Pillow from Roanoke district to power sales engineer Jr. 

'OaiiOJCel)istrict- T . S. Lunsford, Jr., from stores department to system 
purchasing department. 

Philip Sporn Plant- Donald E. Tuite from main tenance man to master 
maintenance man, Robert G. Gi lmore from maintenance man to master main­
tenance man and Russell G. E llis from maintenance man to master maintenance 
man. 

Kingsport Utilities 

Kingsport- H enry Gi lreath from boiler operator B to boiler operator A. 
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Lafon Named Chairman 
Of County's Camp Drive 

Waldo S. Lafon, Beckley district 
manager, has been named chairman 
of a Raleigh County fund-raising 
drive. This drive is being launched 
in order to solicit funds for t he con­
struction of the W est Virginia Youth 
Camp and Conference Center at 
Ripley, W est Virginia. 

P. W. Burks, a district commercial 
department employee, was named as­
sistant to Mr. Lafon in conducting 
the drive. 

The project is being sponsored on 
a state-wide basis in order to com­
plete the million dollar camp. Its 231-
acre tract will offer West Virgi nia 
youth clubs one of the finest camps 
in this region. Already, the W est 
Virginia legislature appropriated in 
195 1 $237,000 for the construction 
of two large dams, a roadway, water 
and sewage systems. 

Welch District Entered 
Float In Armistice Parade 

A floa t, representing Appalachian 
and area appliance dealers, was entered 
in the Welch Armistice Day Parade. 
Its composition created considerable 
interest. 

The theme contrasted the old and 
new cooking methods. Miss Eleanor 
Dillard, home economist, Grundy, 
represen ted the homemaker of the 
l 890's, and Mrs. Faye Wood, W elch 
commercial department, represented 
the modern homemaker. I t was fitted 
with new and old cooking equipment. 

Point Pleasant Men Find 
Squirrel Is Troublemaker 

Pt. Pleasant district troublemen, 
Jim Bob H offman and Tom J ewell 
recently investigated an unusual rush 
call. 

After tracing down the trouble 
spot, they discovered a large red 
squirrel ha<l climbed the pok. While 
resting on the transformer it came 
into contact with a hot phase wire. 

I t was believed the squirrel was 
hid ing from hunters but only caused 
another headache for the trouble 
shooters. 

Employees Receiving Pins For 20 Or More Years' Service 

Above ore 16 employees who recently received pins for 20 
or more years of service. Top row, leh to right: W. E. 
Mason, 30 years, Charleston; George Frey, 30 years, Logan 
plont; E. E. Pitchford, 25 years, Charleston; Raymond 
Chambers, 25 years, Glen Lyn plant; R. W. Sanderson, 25 
years, Roanoke. Second row: Roy E. Doss, 25 years, system 
transmission line deportment, Bluefield; L. D. McGraw, 25 
years, Beckley; Porter R. Grubb, 25 years, Welch; Bee 

Queen, 25 years, Logan plant; Mrs. Mildred V. Marcus, 25 
vears. Lynch~. Third row: . Pee , 25 years, Blue:­
field; L. E. Jefferson, 25 years, system accounting depart­
ment, Roanoke; Clayton A. Athey, 25 years, Sporn plant; 
Raleigh N . Wilkinson, 25 years, Glen Lyn plant; G. A. 
Weotherton, 20 years, Ashland; C. A. Beatty, 20 yea rs, · 
Williamson. 

• 
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New 20,000 KVA Substation Provides 
Another Power Source In Logan Area 

Hopki ns station gives the northern The new 20,000 kva H opkins sub­
sta tion has been put in service in the 
Logan district. Construction of the 
station, which is located near Madison, 
was begun last January. 

end of the Logan district an additional \ 
power source and provides capacities .J 
for future development in the area. 

The new station is connected to the 
13 2,000-volt transmission system by 
a tap off the Turner-Logan number 
one line. 

The station was formally dedicated 
at ceremonies on November 16. A 
luncheon was served to the guests at 
the M adison office communi ty room 
and a tour of the sta tion followed. 

Kentucky and West Virginia Power Company 

Ashland District-20 YEARS: G. A. Weatherton-, general commercial 
manager ; 5 YEARS: Hargie Conley, substation department 

Hazard District- 5 YEARS: Corbett H. Brashear, transportation depart­
ment. 

Pikeville District- 15 YEARS: B. P. Bogardus, d istrict supervising 
engineer. 

Kingsport Utilities 

Kingsport-5 YEARS: A. G. Pairgin, distribution department. 

Appalachian Electric Power Compan·y 

Abingdon District-5 YEARS: Ralph L. Carter, transmission and distri­
bution department ; Warren L. Smythcrs, transmission and distribution de­
partment. 

Beckley District-25 YEARS: L. D. McGraw, transmission and distri­
bution department; 15 YEARS: E. A. Berginnis, transmission and distribution 
department; B. V. Kelly, transmission and distribution department. 

Bluefield District- 25 YEARS: W . G. Peck, credit manager ; W. F. 
"Red" Sage, system transmission man; Roy E. Doss, system transmission 
general foreman; 5 YEARS: Oscar W. Adams, distribution engineer; James 
L. Combs, system trammission man; Robert R. Jones, maintenance man; 
Lamer Shrader, ground man ; J ames 0 . T aylor, senior meter reader. 

Charleston District- 3 0 YEARS: W. E. Mawn, substation record clerk; 
25 YEARS: E. E. Pitchford, draftsman senior; 15 YEARS: W. W. Champe, 
lineman; 5 YEARS : Elsie H. Walker, customer service clerk. 

Glen Lyn Plant- 25 YEARS: Raymond Chambers, shift supervisor; 
Raleigh . Wilkinson, working foreman; I 0 YF.ARS: William M. Collins, 
maintenance man; J ohn W. Ellison, plant janitor. 

Huntington District-5 YEARS: Lois Butler, billi ng department. 
Logan Plant-30 YEARS: George Frey, maintenance department; 25 

YEARS : Bee Queen, operation department. 
~ nchburg_!)istrict-~ : Ml$ . .}.lljldrcd V Marc~ accoun_ting 

dcputment. 
Pulaski District- 15 YEARS: S. H . Bryant, transmission and distribution 

department; R. 0. Thomas, tranm1ission and distribution department ; I 0 
YEARS: W. L. Dotwn, transmission and distribution department; 5 YEARS : 
J. J. Cassell , transmission and distribution department; J. T. Keglev, trans­
mission and distribution department. 

Roanoke District- 25 YEARS: R . W. Sanderwn, collector accounting 
department ; 15 YEARS: W . W. Krebs, transmission and distribution district 
supcrintenden•; C. R. Paxton, division engi neering; R. J. Siner. meter de­
partment; 10 YEARS: St. E lmo Murray, hydro operator; 5 YEARS: I. L. R . 
Spangler, acco11nting department; R. C. Si mmons, line department. 

System Office--25 YEARS: L. F.. J cffcrrnn, svstem accounting; 1 5 
YEARS: C. G . Price, Tr., system accounting and Jo:eph Angell, Senior drafts­
man; I 0 YEARS: F. R. Noc, system operation. 

PhHip Spom Plant-25 YEARS: Clayton A. Athey, shift operating en­
gineer. 

Welch District- ?.5 YEARS: Porter R. Grubb, transportation depart­
ment; 15 YEARS: H elen V. Brinegar, pay-roll department; IO YEARS: 
Mark W. Miller, substation operation departmen t ; Forrest C. Brown, trans­
mission and distribution department. 

Williamson- 20 YEARS: C. A. lleatty, assistant d istrict manager; 5 
YEARS : Alex Doka, transmission and distribution department; Joe H atfield. 
transmission and d istribution department; Wayne H erald, local accounting-; 
Kyle Freeman, transmission and distribution department; Ernest Bevins, 
local accounting; H enry Kiser, transmission and distribution departm ent; 
Thelma Jude, transmission and distri bution department; L. W. Justice, meter 
department. 

/ 
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Beckley Grows Fro:m ''Paper Town 11 To City In A Century 
Rapid Transition 
Traced To Mining 

Friends 'chided General Alfred 
Beckley about h is "paper town" in 
1838. The Town of Beckley existed 
in name only until 1850 when it was 
made the county seat of newly formed 
Raleigh County. 

At that time Beckley had less than 
I 00 inhabitants. T oday the modern 
city has a population of 20,000. This 
is 6,000 more than in 194-0 , marking 
Beckley as the second fastest growing 
city in West Virginia in the past ten 
years. 

But it was not always so. At the 
turn of the century there were only 
260 persons living in Beckley and no 
aved streets. The growth of the city 
nd the surrounding area is easily 

traced to the development of the 
region's multi-million dollar industry 
-coal mmmg. · 

Early Explorer 

Long before anything was known 
of the vast coal deposits that lay be­
neath the surface of the area, a survey 
was made by Dr. Thomas Walker. 
In 1750 he led Jive companions 
through southwest Virginia, northern 
Tennessee and eastern Kentucky 
before returning through West Vir­
ginia. 

Fayette County was formed in 
1831 with the county seat at New 
H aven. In 1837 the county seat was 
moved to Fayetteville, then called 
Vandalia for Abraham Vandal who 
owned the tavern where court was 
held un til public buildings could be 
completed. 

Beckley was originally chartered in 
1838 at the request of General Alfred 
Beckley, its founder wro left an Armv 
post in Pittsburgh to come to the are.a 
in 1837. His father served as clerk 
of the House of Representati,'es dur­
ing the administrations of the first 
three presidents and was one of the 
patentees of a large grant of land in 
the section. 

Beckley became the county seat 
when Raleigh Coun ty was formed in 
1850 . T he new county was practi ­
cally a wilderness and was inhabited 
by only 1,765· people. Fayette 
County's population, in comparison, 
had grown to over 4-,000. 

Railroad Comes 

1872 marked the completion of the 
Chesapeake & Ohio Rqilwav Com­
pany's main line through New River 
Gorge. Branch lines were extended 
gradually to reach vast timber reserves 
in the area. 
T~ coming of the C. & 0. to 

t fr ince in 1872 meant Beckley wag­
"\,,,....oners would not have to haul perish­

ables and merchand ise over ru tted 
roads all the way to and from Marmet 
and Malden a few miles south of 
Charleston on the Kanawha River. 
Instead, the haul was reduced to I 0 
miles by way of Batoff Mountain. 
Goods were brought in much cheaper 

and faster. As a result, salt dropped 
from $I 0 a barrel to $2. 

Water Service Company which bought 
power from Appalachian. 

In the meantime, however, Ap­
palachian had acquired several utilities 
in Fayette County. 1926, when Ap­
palachian Electric Power Company 
was formed, was a year of expansion 
in Fayette County. Fayette Utilities 
Company which served the county 
seat and Oak Hill became a part of 
Appalachian in that year as did the 
Mount Hope Electric Power and 
W ater Company. Additional property 
was added with the acquisition of the 
W est Virginia Light and Traction 
Company and the Virginian Power 
Company. 

Appalachian first began distributing 
electric power in Raleigh County in 
1927 in the communities of Coal 
City and Warden Road. At that time 
the company had I 04- miles of line 
and 4-8 customers in the county: 

By 1880 Beckley had only 14-4-
inhabitants and Raleigh County was 
still an agricultural area with a popu­
lation of 7 ,324-. Other counties were 
also agricultural when the first mine 
in Raleigh County was developed by 
the Royal Coal and Coke Company in 
I 8 91. It was located just across New 
River from Prince. Eighty m iners 
produced about 300 tons daily. The 
output was carried across New River 
on an aerial cable and dumped into 
rail road cars on the opposite side. 

Other companies acquired included 
the Meadow Creek Power Company 
at M eadow Bridge, served by a 4-4- kv 
line from Appalachian's M cClung 
substation, the company in Thur­
mond and the Beaver Light and 
Power Company. 

One of Beckley district's most familiar sights and one of West Virginia's out­
standing views is the deep canyon of New River as seen from the overlook at 
Hawk's Nest. The state park, with its picnic facilities, restaurant and historic 
museum, is located on U. S. 60 north of Fayetteville near Ansted. Other state 
parks in the region are Babcock and Grand View. 

Development of coal deposits not 
only led to the extension of C. & 0 . 
tracks but brought another rail road, 
the Virginian, into the area. From 
then to now, the area's transition 
from an agricultural to an industrial 
section is the story of coal. And si nee 
the mechanization of coal m ining led 
to further industrial development, it 
is also the story of electricity. 

First Utility Companies 

Beckley Light and Power Company 
was incorporated in 1904- by J. M. 
McCreery, ]. J. Duffy, Ashton File, 
T. K. Laing and W. H. Wickham. 
The original plant wh ich served about 
I 0 0 customers consisted of two 2 5 kw 
steam generators and was located in 
what is now Mabscott. 

Numerous ownership changes led 
to the Beckley company being ac­
quired in 1930 by the West Virginia 

The distribution system of the area 
was consolidated when Appalachian 
absorbed the properties at Beckley on 
September I, 1934-, the date of the 
fo rmation of the Beckley district. 

Growth of District 

When the District was formed, 3 0 
employees served 8,300 customers. 
Now 188 employees serve almost 
40,000 customers in 1,570 square 
miles. The district area includes most 
of Raleigh and Fayette Counties and 
parts of the counties of Greenbrier, 
Mercer, Wyoming and Nicholas. 

Two veteran district employees are 
A. J. Thomas and J. E. Vickers, both 
substation operators at Scarbro. 
Thomas was employed in 191 8 as a 
switchman and became a substation 
operator in June of 1932. Vickers 
was employed in July of 19 19 as a 
lineman and served as utility man and 
district serviceman before becoming 
operator in 194-4-. 

Mr. Thomas Mr. Vickers 

Primary reason for the area's rapid 
growth is the continued growth of 
coal mining. Taking 194-8's produc­
tion as an average during the past nine 
years, over 13 million tons were 
mined in Raleigh Co1.mty alone. 

Output from mines like those of 
McAipin Coal Company accounts for 
this h igh tonnage. In the first six 
months of this year McAlpin pro­
duced 166,226 tons. Reserves in the 
area have been estimated to last I 00 
years at the present rate of production. 

LEFT: A view of the main street of Oak Hill which was 
founded in 1870 and incorporated in 1904 when about 
300 persons lived there. It was so named because of its 
location on a hill near a large white oak tree. Oak Hill, 
where an Appalachian local office is maintained, has a 
population of 4,518. RIGHT: A street scene in Mount 
Hope which was incorporated in 1895. It was named far 

its location at the head of a valley where pea vines grew 
in abundance early in the spring in defiance of the late 
snows and where settlers brought their cattle to graze 
before the grass grew. The home of West Virgin ia Gover­
nor Okey L. Patteson is located in Mount Hope which has 
a population of 2,588. A local office is also situated in 
Maunt Hape. 

LEFT: Main Street in Beckley, county 
seat of Raleigh County. Abaut 20,000 
people live in this modern city which 
has two daily papers, three radio sta­
tions, a new airport, a junior college, 
a 600-patient sanitarium and a 200-
bed VA hospital. General Alfred Beck­
ley gave the land for the court hause 
and some building lots in the town 
site when Beckley was made county 
seat in 1850. RIGHT: Beckley dis­
trict office, Appalachian's headquar­
ters for activities in the six-county 
area. Waldo S. Lafon is manager of 
the district where the company has 
over 2,300 miles of transmission and 
distribution lines serving about 40,000 
customers. Some idea of the growth of 
this di~trict is evident u1>on comparing 
the 13,388 residential customers of 
1941 with today's 28,950 residential 
customers. Ten years ago there were 
17,350 customers in the district while 
today there ore more than twice that 
number. 

Balance Being Restored 

But coal mining has grown to such 
proportions that it has harmed agri­
culture. The eight coun ties surround­
ing Beckley now produce only half 
of the milk and a four th of the poul­
try products consumed in the area. 
This condition is being changed by 
the Beckley Area Rural Development 
Counci l. 

E. 0. Snider, rural-residential salei 
supervisor, heads one of the Jive com­

missions of the 
R ural Develop­
ment Council. 
Company serv­
ice for Snider, 
one of the three 
oldest employ­
ees in the dis­
trict, dates from 
October of 
192 1. He has 

Mr. Snider 
been a salesman, 

rural supervisor, right-of-way agent 
and acted as sales supervisor before as­
suming the title in 194-8. 

The Council continues to strive to 
put more emphasis on the area's farms. 
Businesses, industries and rural people 
are nearing the goal to place the coal 
industry and agriculture in a more 
righ tful balance on the economic 
scales of the area. 

Last year when Raleigh County 
was observing its 1 OOth anniversary, 
Roy Lee H armon wrote a poem abou t 
the county, tracing its transition from 
an agricultural to an industrial section. 
H owever, the West Virginia Poet 
Laureate wrote in summary: 

" It's still a land of dreams exceed­
ing fa ir, 

Where high plateaus are closer 
H eaven's dome, 

A land that wears the white clouds 
in her hair, 

A land of fa ith and peace . 
hope . . . and home." 

. . and 
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W. C. Underwood's Formula 

Savings, Good Climate and Light Work 
Listed As Essentials For Retirement 

Save some money. Find a pleasant 
place to li ve. Get some light work 
to occupy your time. 

Those three recommendations arc 
given employees planning to retire by 
W. C. Underwood, retired Scarbro 
substation man of the Beckley dis­
trict. Mr. Underwood has followed 
his own advice and now operates an 
apartment camp at Fort Myers, Fla. 

H e started to work with the Vir­
ginia Power Company as switchman 
at Cranberry in J anuary of 1915. 
After that company was merged with 
Appalachian in 1926, he became sub­
station attendant at Scarbro. 

Retiring in 1936, he first mm·ed 
to his place at Cranberry where he 
d id some farming and raised chickens 
and hogs. I n May of 1942 he traded 
h is home and filling station at Shady 
Spring about nine miles southeast of 
Beckley for the apartment camp. 

Speaking of the swap, he says: 
" I was sure glad to make the trade 
for I wanted to come to Florida for 
my health. I could not stand the cold 
weather." 

After taking over the six apartmeil t 
units, he remembers his first big 
storm. H ere's his account: " I had 
two grown pine trees in front of my 
place. I was standing at the front 
window about 11 o'clock at night 
when I saw some bushy thing raise 
up at the edge of the street. P retty 
soon that pine came by. T he main 
body went right along side of the 
house." H e had to cut the limbs 
off the tree before the occupants of 
num ber two and three apartments 
could get out. 

But like a true resident of Florida, 
Mr. Underwood adds that he prefers 
the storms in Florida to those in West 
Virginia because "you don't freeze 
when you are kept out in them." 

Winter finds Mr. · Underwood 
mighty busy as the tourists head south 
for those balmy breezes that sweep 
Fort M yers which is on the south­
west coast of F lorida directly across 
the state from Palm Beach. When 
the tourists start north again with the 
approach of summer, he compensates 
for the loss in potential customers 
with lower rates. 

M r. Underwood was recently 
visited by R. W. Sanderson of the 
Roanoke local office. Although M r. 
Sanderson did not know the retired 
employee, he had been advised to 
drop by to see him by 0. C. Cald-

W. C. Underwood stands in front of 
his opartment camp in Fort Myers. 
The retired Beckley district employee 
has lived there since 1942 when he 
swapped his home and filling station 
in West Virginia for the six-unit 
camp in Florida. 

well, local accounting office manager 
at Roanoke who had worked in Beck­
ley and knew Mr. Underwood. Mr. 
Underwood reports that he was de­
lighted with the ,•isi t because he is 
always glad to see "members of Uncle 
App's family." 

Both he and his wife, who is an 
invalid, arc over 7 5 Years old. Thev 
have six li\•ing chiidrcn, one died 
this year, and 22 grandchildren. 
Although he enjoys his work, he 
plans to sell the camp because "my 
wife and I arc not able to look after 
the place and it costs more than I 
can afford to hire someone." 

Looking back on his years of re­
tirement, he advises everyone to save 
some money, select a home in a 
pleasant climate and do something in 
your spare time while retired. 

H e says, "A m an who has worked 
until 60 or 65 is not going to get 
much out of his last days just sitting 
around if he is able to do something. 

To the questionnaire sent him, 
Mr. Underwood replied in summary: 
"This is all I can think of now. I 
hope it will miss the waste basket. 
If you come to Fort Myers, be sure 
to look me up. Wishing you and 
yours good l1calth and good luck, 
fraternally you rs." 

And like the good resident that he 
is, he added a postscript to his letter 
that should make any Florida Cham­
ber of Commerce very happy. Hi s 
final words were: "I don't think 
anyone would make a mistake by 
coming to Florida." 

Families Enjoy Cabin Creek Halloween Party 

About four hundred employees and members af their families attended the 
Cabin,. Creek Plant's Halloween party which was held in the gymnasium af the 
Chelyan Junior High School. Entertainment included round and square dancing, 
professional acts, refreshments, and the awarding of prizes for costumes in 
¥Grious classifications. As you can judge fram the appearance of a few af 'the 
above contest winners, both children and adults had the time of their lives. 

THE ILLUMINATOR 

Charleston Blood 
Donor Is Cited By 
Area's Red Cross 

W. T . Tibbets, a Charleston dis­
trict employee, was one of SC\'Cn per­
sons recen rly honored by the Kana­
wha-Clay Chapter of the Red Cross 
for blood donations. The ceremonies 
were held in the lobby of the Charles­
ton Post Office. 

Those honored were ci tcd for do­
nating three pints of blood during 
the recent dri\·e. All were given 
timely emblems of gratitude for their 
participation in the program. 

T ibbets, since that time, has do­
nated an additional pint of blood, 
his fourth Qf the campaign. 

When asked about his acti,•e in­
terest in the blood donor program, 
he replied, "Gi\•ing blood requires. 
such a small effort and incom·cnience 
on my part that l can't understand 
why more people don't take part in 
the drive." 

Roanoke Employee's 
Daughter Named In 
College Who's Who 

Miss Rolanda Sydnor, daughter of 
Mrs. Elizabeth Srdnor of the Roanoke ' 
district building. sen·ice department, 
has been included in the 1951-52 
edition of "Who's Who in American 
Uni\•crsities and Colleges." 

Miss Sydnor is a senior at Fisk 
University, Nashville, Tenn. She is 
majoring in mathematics with a minor 
in business administration. She is 

president of the 
Women's Se­
nate; member 
of the Fisk Oval 
staff, student 
council and the 
faculty com ­
mittee. Upon 
graduation, she 
hopes to enter 

Miss Sydnor the teaching 
profession. She 

was graduated from Lucy Addison 
High School, Roanoke, in 1948. 

'ominations to "Who's Who" are 
based upon scholarship, cooperation, 
leadership, citizenship, extra-curri ­
cular activities and the promise of 
future usefulness. 

Mrs. Sydnor's son, Carl, a Miami 
University student at Oxford, Ohio, 
also received college recognition. H e 
has been chosen by med ical students 
to represent them on a tour of 1·arious 
colleges to attend medical lectures and 
laboratory demonstrations. Carl is a 
sophomore. 

H. P. Grubb Made 
Local Superintendent 

H ugh P. Grubb, line foreman at 
Pocahontas, has been transferred to 

Mr. Grubb' 

field, He worked 

Galai< as local 
superintendent. 
H e replaces 
Raymond S. 
Fi sher, who 
died September 
26. 

Mr. Grubb 
was employed 
April I, 192 1, 
by G. C. Mc-

: Call at Bluc­
at Coalwood and 

Swi tthback -before transferring to the 
Wekh district_ line department in 
193 5.. H e w:is mo,·ed to Pocahontas 
in 19-39. ·and· becan~c line foreman • 
there in 1940: · · · 
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Bluefield Association Elects Officers 

Members of the Bluefie ld district Employees' Benevolent Association elected the 
above officers for the coming year. The association was formed in 1934 and 
directs a systematic method of handling contributions to charitable organiza­
tions. It eliminates individual solicitations. Shawn, left to right, the new 
officers are: O. B. Yost, treasurer; Leroy Pothress, director; Larry Dunn, 
director; Bill Riley, chairman, and Evelyn Simmons, seated, treasurer. 

CHARLESTON DIVISION Continued from page 4 
\'cro Beach; Mr. and Mrs. H. F. 
Fennell in Pennsylvania. 

l elJ Jean Higginbotham, substa­
tion department, is reCO\'ering from 
a 1·irus infection. 

I. C. Lavender, distribution de­
partment, has returned to work after 
an illness. · 

cw employees are: Mary Ester 
Fike, engineering department; 
Charles Ivan Walker, Jr. and Dewell 
B. D unlap, commercial department; 
Martha Lee Grimes and Edith 
Sperry, accounting depa rtment. 

J ohn R. Ware, now stationed at 
Bainbridge, recently visited his fami ly 
and fr iends in Montgomery. 

Mrs. Mora Lee Singleton and 
Dorothy H ale, Montgomery office, 
attended the Southern-Capital Dis­
trict Com·ention of Junior Women's 
Clubs at White Sulphur Springs on 

10,·ember I 0. 

Ernest Kavinsky has transferred 
from the account ing department to 
the commercial department. 

Beckley District 

Sympathy is extended C. R. French 
on the death of his sister-in-law and 
niece. 

Mrs. Nell M. Cody has returned 
to work after a recent illness. 

Worth H arper is rcco,·cring from 
an illness. 

Distribution records department 
had a dinner dance at the 19-21 club. 

L. H. Williams, foreman, has been 
ill. 

Myra Sue Roush recently 1·isited 

friends in New York City. 

J. E . Agee has .returned to work 
after a brief illness. 

Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Webb va­
cationed in Florida. 

S/ Sgt. Edgar R. Cantley, Jr., now 
sen·ing with the Air Force in the 
Azores, recently visited his family in 
Beckley. 

Mr. and Mrs. J. E. Hammer va­
cationed with family and friends in 
~everal parts of the state. 

R . E. Presley has returned to work 
after an illness. 

Mr. and Mrs, C. E. Pitsenberger 
and daughter, Patty, attended the 
home-coming celebration at West Vir­
ginia University where their son, 
Bi ll , is a student. 

Mrs. Margaret W ebber and daugh­
ter spent the Thanksgiving holiday in 

orth Carolina visiting friends and 
relatives. 

W. C. McMahan is temporary 
chairman of the new chapter of the 
West Virginia Society of Professional 
Engineers which is being formed in 
the Rainelle area . 

J. E. Vickers vacationed at his 
hunting camp in H ardy County. 

Mr. and Mrs. H. C. Sessions 
visited their daughter and her family 
in Newark, Delaware. 

Mr. and Mrs. R. S. Brashear visited 
their daughter and her family in 
Raleigh wh ile on vacation. 

Waldo S. Lafon, district manager, 
and W. E. Mitchell, district superin­
tendent, were solicitors for the 
Raleigh County Community Chest. 

Veterans Honored At Pulaski District Dinner 

~ ~~ 

Forty Pulaski district employees, each having over 20 years service, attended 
a dinner November 15 at the Maple Shade Inn where D. P. Minichan, district 
manager, awarded service pins. Left to right above: Mr. Minichan; T . A. 

.·.·He :is.~ n1embe~ of the Methodist 
Cht;rch, Masonic Lodge and takes an 
active· interest in -civic affairs. He and 
Mrs·: Gnibb \\•ill make their home 111 
G~ia~·. . . ; .. 

· Roberts, Jr., 20 years; 0 . B. Kidd, 25 years; Miss Shirley R. Miller, 20 years; 
G, C. Beasley, 25 years, and K. H. Mustard, 25 years. R. L. Sharp received his 
25-yea r service pin. Also attending the dinner were four retired employees, 
W. M. Carter, W . S. Crawford, C. E. Shephe rd and C. E. Dudley. 

/ 
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Tangerine Mums For Holiday Dessert 

The little zipper-skin fruit from 
Florida, which is as symbolic of 
Christmas as Yule trees, should go into 
the toe of every stocking and also 
into lots of your holiday meals. Here's 
an idea for a light dessert to follow 
the heavy main course. 

It's a bowl of nu ts and a platter of 
mums fashion~d of tangerines, cen­
tered with mint patties for flavor 

contrast. 

T o make the mums, cut the tan­
gerine peel in six sections and peel 
down halfway but do not remove. 
Cut sections of peel with scissors into 
very fine slivers. Spread the sections 
apart sunburst fashion. Raisins or 
maple sugar candy may be used in 
the center in place of the mint 
patties. 

Six Couples Exchange Wedding Vows 

Mr. and Mrs, E. A. Smith, Jr., cut their 
wedding cake following ce remonies at 
Hazard Christian Church. She is em­
ployed in the Hazard district commer­
cial department. 

Apperson-Hi 11 

Mrs. Savilla Shipe Apperson be­
came the bride of Earl R. Hill at the 
residence of the Rev. Bruce Peck, of 
South Charleston, in October. Mrs. L H ill is a former employee of the 
company and Mr. Hill is employed 
in the engineering department. 

Barns-Gearhart 

Miss Betty Jo Barns and Kenneth 
L. Gearhart exchanged wedding ''ows 
on November 9 in Bluefield. Mr. 
G earhart is employed in the system 
transmission line department in Blue­
field. 

Talmann-Collins 

Mrs. Clyde W. T almann and John 
H . Collins were married on Novem­
ber 18 at Pt. Pleasant, West Virginia. 
Mr. Collins is employed as an en­
gineer on construction at the Kana­
wha Valley Plant. 

Francis-Smith 

Miss H ope Francis became the 
bride of E. A. Smith, Jr., at cere­
monies 111 the H azard Christian 
Church last. month. Mrs. Smith is 
employed in the commercial depart­
ment in Hazard. 

Hart-Sharp 

Miss Mary Lou H ar t became the 
bride of Earl W. Sharp on November 
17 in Morgantown, W. Va. Mr. 
Sharp is a step-son of Joe E. Bedinger 
of the Charleston commercial depart­
ment. 

Spencer-Beg ley 

Miss Janette Lee Spencer and Paul 
Begley were united in marriage on 
October 25 in H azard. Mrs. Begley 
was employed in the engineering de­
partment in H azard. 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Begley are pictured 
afte r the ir wedding in Hazard. She is 
a member of t he Hazard engineering 
department. 

Miss Mildred Steele 
Made Day Supervisor 

Mildred Steele, daughter of A. N. 
P' •, · ,. Steele of the 
if .• Hazard district 

t-- production dc­
pa rtm en t, has 
been appointed 
day supefl'isor 
at Mount Mary 
H ospital 111 

Hazard. 

Attending 
1 Hazard schools, 

Miss Steele Miss Steele 
recently graduated from St. Elizabeth 
School of Nursing at Covington, Ky., 
after three years of training. 
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Getting Ready For Christmas 

Mrs. R. T. Phelps Shows How To Make Holiday Candles 
Some wax, pieces of twine and a 

Ji ttle imagination arc all you need to 
make some unusual candles for your 
Christmas decorations. T hat's the 
advice of Mrs. Ryland T. Phelps, 
wife of the division ci1•il engineering 
supervisor at Bluefield. 

Mrs. Phelps shows some of her 
handiwork in the following pictures 
with a few tips on how you can de­
sign your own candles for the Christ­
mas scene. She has been instructor 
for H obby Night at the Y.W.C.A. 
and is often called upon to instruct in 
the art of candle making for 1•arious 
clubs and schools throughout the Blue­
field area. 

Caution is advised in taking ca re 
not to 01·er-hcat the paraffin. With 
this in mind, follow Mrs. Phelps 
through several steps in making 
Christmas candles. 

.Rem 2lrri\1als . . . 
MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM BOGGS, a son, 

\Villis Lee, was born lovember 5. Mr. Bogg& 
is employed in ] lazard. 

MR. AND MRS. JOllN BRYAN are the 
parents ·of a daughter, Dorthea Leona, born 
October 29. Mr. Bryan is employed al the 
Sporn Plant. 

MR. AND MRS. J. R. SLAUGHTER arc 
the parents of a son, f\.1icheal Lynn, born Octo­
ber 10. Mr. Slaughter is employed in R oanoke. 

:\1R. A:--ID MRS. ROBERT DAILEY arc the 
parents or a son, James Robert, born 'ovember 
6. Mr. Dailey is employed at the Sporn Pl•nt. 

MR. AND MRS. E. M. PUGH arc the 
parents of a daughter, Deborah Faye, born 
N"ovember 5. h1rs. Pugh was formerly employed 
in Roanoke. 

MR. AND MRS. RICHARD S. LEASE are 
the parents of a daughter, Nancy Lou, born 
O·tober 23. Mr. Lease is emplo)1cd at the Sporn 
Plant. 

MR. AND MRS. KELLY ROWLA D arc 
the parenls 0£ a daughler, M-ary Margaret, born 
October 24 . Mr. R owland is employed at 
Clintwood, Va. 

MR. AND MRS. CLARENCE BRA DFORD 
are the parents or a daughter. Brenda Joyce. 
born November 4-· Mr. Bradford is employed :'ll 
the Sporn Plant. 

MR. AND MRS. JOHN WRIGllT are the 
parents of a daughter, \V:rnda Gay, born Octo­
ber 30. Mr. Wright is employed in Fieldale. 

MR. AND MRS. EUGE1 E JONES. JR .. are 
the parents of a son, E.mery Eugene I I I. Mrs. 
Jones was formerly employed in the di,•ision 
commercial department in Bluefield. 

MR. AND MRS. SYD:-:OR BARKSD.\LE. 
IR .. are the parents of a son. Sydnor Il l. f\fr.;.. 
Barksdale was formerly emplored in the stores 
department in Bluefield. 

MR. AND MRS. OLIN D. BOOTHE arc 
the parents of a son, Cody Ra)r, born on 
~ovember 17. ~1r. Boothe is emplo)·ed al the 
Philip Sporn Plant. 

MR. A 'D MRS. E. C. QUESINBERRY arc 
the parents or a dau~hter, Jean ~larie. born 
November 14. Mr. Quesinberry is employed ;.H 

the Glen Lyn Plant. 
MR. AND MRS. L. D. ADAMS arc the 

parents of a son, Randy Dale, born November 
. Mr. Adams is em lo ed at the ~n Plant. 

_M R ¥1~l!!R5-..EDW.ARD 10SS are t 1e 
parents (;~ aug~amCla Sue, born Novem-

• l>O ·1 L nchbur•. 
MR. AND MRS. ARTHUR ROTENBERRY 

are the parents 0£ :t son. Lewis Blake, born 
November 16. Mr. Rolenberry is employed in 
Welch. 

MR. A:-:D MRS. ARLIN llAMlLTON are 
the parents of a daughter born October 22. Mr. 
Hamilton is emplo}1ed in Pikeville. 

?.IR. AND MRS. EDWARD II. BURTON 
are the parents of a ~on, Edward, Jr., born 

1ovember 18. ~1r. Burton is employed in 
Welch. 

l\lR. AND MRS. C LAUDE FRISllETTE arc 
the parents of a dauJ,!hler born OcLOber 23. 
l\1r. Frishettc is employed in Pt. Pleasant. 

MR. A:-:D MRS. L. I. ROl'SII arc the 
parents of a dau~hter born in October. Mr. 
Roush is employed in Pt. Ple:tsant. 

MR. AND MRS. PAUL C. KELLEY arc the 
parents of a dauf?;hter, 'l\1aria Elizabeth, born 
October 24. Mr. Kelley is employed in Blue­
field. 

MR. AND MRS. R. M. MILLER are the 
parents of a cbu1?hter, Palricia Kay, born Octo­
ber 31. Mr. Miller is employed in Charleston. 

MR. AND MRS. RONALD E. G I VENS are 
the parents of a son. J ames Owen, born Octo­
ber 26. Mr. Givens is employed in Ch(trleston. 

MR. AND MRS. ROBERT 1!. LOV I". .ire 

the parents of a son, Dennis Duncan. born 
November 14. Mr. Love is employed in Pulaski. 

MR A D MRS. JAMES SULLIVAN are the 
p:irenlS of a son, James Marvin, Jr., born 

lovember 16. Mr. Sullivan is employed in 
Logan. 

MR. AND MRS. BILLY T OM JOHNSON 
are the parents of a dauRhter, Deborah Lynn, 
born 1ovember 19. Mr. Johnson. formerly 
with the Logan district accounting department, 
is now serving in the ~a\'y. 

1:hqf rt Engegtd 

M ISS FLORENCE HAGAN to William W. 
Zoellers. Miss H:igan is employed in the ac­
counting department and Mr. Zoellers is an 
engineer at Pikeville. 

MISS ANNA RUTH McKINNEY to Ed­
ward F. Pioch, a junior distribution enginc<;r 
in Beckley. 

Mrs. Ryland T. Phe lps, of Bluefield, stands beside some of her homemade 
candles which she hos used in making the arrangements for decorating her 
home fo r Christmas. Few mate rials are needed to make these and other at­
tractive cente rpieces which add much to your home at Christmos time . 

Making a mold for a Christmas tree 
candle, Mrs. Phe lps rolls a magazine 
back cover into a cone shape. Don't 
forge t to add the desired color crayon 
to the wax before pouring into the 
mold. 

Pouring wox into cone is illustrated by 
Mrs. Phelps as a milk bottle holds the 
mold steady. Cotton twine closes the 
hole in the bottom ond serves as a 
wick. A popsicle stick or any light 
piece of mate rial will hold the wick in 
the cente r of the base end of the 
candle mold. Mrs. Phelps advises that 
you pour only small amounts of wax 
into the cone ond allow each ppu ring 
to solidify before the next. Afte r t he 
final pouring, allow the wa x t o cool 
and then pee l off the magazine cover. 
With a knife cut small impressions ot 
various places on the cone. Dip red 
and green birthday candles in wax and 
fix in the impressions. Then drip wax 
on the candle and allow to cool. Next 
apply Grippit with a brush and sift 
bronze powder ove r the candle. Mrs. 
Phelps says a salt shaker is mighty 
handy for the sifting . Then add bits 
of Christmas color for final touches 
and you have your Christmas candle 
in a natural setting. 

Beckley Christmas Party 
Will Be Held Dec. 2 lst 

According to J. E. H ammer, gen­
eral chairman, the Beckley district 
Christmas Pam· will be held Decem-
ber 2 I. . 

Members of the 1952 committee 
arc: Mildred Webb, C. R. French, 
H. R. Miller, L. W. Thorn, Emma 
J ean Turner, Arline Ables, Ru th Wil­
son, M yra Sue Roush, Dorothy 
Barker and Mr. Hammer. 

Mrs. Phe lps shows the va rious molds 
she uses around the house ta make 
unusual shapes for he r Christmas 
candles. The glass was the mold fa r 
the be ll with the clapper made of 
paraffin in contrasting color. The 
crayons are added ta the molt en wax 
to give the desired color. A common 
jello mold served as pattern for the 
floating condle. Square candles were 
made with four blocks of household 
wax. Fusing the blocks together with 
hot paraffin, o wick a f ordinary cotton 
t wine was inserted in the center. Poraf­
fin which had been allowed to cool a 
little was then dripped on the blocks. 
Small Christmas ornaments like bells, 
holly or spruce give holiday color while 
a red or green ribbon adds the final 
touch . 

Miss Spangler Named 
Quota Club Officer 
For First District 

Miss H elen Sue Spangler, who is 
employed· in the Bluefield D ivision 
personnel office, has been named sec­
retary- treasurer of the First District 
of Quota I nternational. · The first 

district includes 
all of the Quota 
Clu'bs in West 
Virginia. 

Miss Spang­
ler'. is a past 
president of the 
Bluefield G irls' 
Service Club, 
secretary of the 

.. Bluefielq Com-
Miss Spangler munity Concert 

Association, social sponsor of 1{i Zeta 
Sorority of Beta Sigma Phi, a mem­
ber of Bland Street Methodist 'Church 
and its choir, secretary of the Iris 
Garden Club, member of the speak­
er's bureau of the Chamber of Com­
merce Clean-up Committee, emer­
gency driver for the Red Cross Motor 
Corps and past president of the Blue­
field Quota Club. 

Miss Spangler has been employed 
in Bluefield since I 929, 

u 
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Abingdon Girls' Club Holds Election 

THE IUUMINATOR 

Christmas Parties 
Are Scheduled For 
Roanoke Employees 

Hotel Roanoke is the site for the 
annual Christmas party of Roanoke's 
white employees on December 19. 
The program will be similar to those 
of the past two years with professional 
entertainment, refreshments and a 
cabaret dance with music by Freddie 
Lee's orchestra. 

Negro employees and their guests 
will have their party at the Hotel 
Dumas on December 22 when a buffet 
supper will be followed by a program 
and dancing. 

Parties for children will be held in 

This photo was made at a luncheon of the Abingdon District Girls' club at which the company auditorium at 3 p.m. 
time officers for the coming year were elected. The new officers are: President Negro employees' children will be en­
Ruth Caldwell, Vice President Shirley Grubb, Secretary Ann M. Howard and tertained December 20 with movies, 
Treasurer Audrey Haga. Shown in the picture left to right are: Kathryn Dobbins, si nging and a visit from St. Nick 
Katherine Thomas, Patsy Byars, Shirley Grubb, Ruth Dol inger, Edith Stevens, 
Betty Holmes, Doris Fleenor, Ann Howard, Viladeane Winstead, Virginia Lester, while white employees' children will 
~udrey Haga and Ruth Caldwell. -----t, be entertained similarly the following 

Safety Skit Presented 
At Pikeville Meeting 

Miss Charlie Lumsden 
Is Elected President Of 
Lynchburg Spinster Club 

afternoon. 
Final arrangements for the parties 

are being made by employee com­
mittees. 

December. 1951 

Eight-Year-Old Set Back Game Going Strong 

Continuing their eight-year-old set back game which threatens to set some 
kind of record, four Cabin Creek employees get ready to play their noon-t im \ 
game. Leonard Carnifax and Owen Wilson compete against Donald Murphy-./ 
and Arthur McCoy as lunchers look on. When the back-to-work whistle blows 
at 12 :30, they fold the game up just whe re is and take it up again the next 
day. Who's winning? They say they connot te ll yet because "it's nip and tuck 
all the way." 

Personal safety was brought home 
to Pikeville district employees at a 
recent meeting when a skit was pre­
sented on the frequency of accidents. 

Miss Charlie Lumsden, Lynchburg 
district employee, recently was elected 
president of the Spinsters German 
Club of Lynchburg. She formerly 
served as secretary of the organization. 

BLUEFIELD Continued from page 4 ... 
Employee's Son Is 
Student of Month 

Jarrett Wood and Chandos Tackett 
portrayed assistants to the Grim 
Reaper and chalked up accidents 
every five minutes while discussing 
the causes and effects of accidents. 

Between the five-minute periods, a 
record made prior to the meeting 
was played. Representing a disc-jockey I 
radio program, a local radio an­
nouncer's voice interrupted the music 
from time to time to announce the 
death of some employee as the re­
sult of an accident. 

A movie, "Summer Storm," was 
shown and refreshments were served. 
F. M. Baker presided at the meeting 
and recognized those who h<1d re­
ceived service pins since the previous 
general safety meeting. 

The Spinsters 
German Club 
of Lynchburg 
is a social organ­
ization and en­
tertains with 
seasonal parties 
and dances. I ts 
members are 
single girls liv­
ing in Lynch-

Miss Lumsden burg. 
Miss Lumsden also is active in the 
Junior League and the Junior 
Woman's Club. 

She has been a member of the 
Lynchburg accounting department for 
eight years. 

W. G. French, system transmission 
engineer, and Ralph Hill, system 
transmission man, hunted deer· in the 
mountains of southwest Virginia 
while on vacation. 

Roy S. Nash, system transmission 
man, spent part of his vacation butch­
ering his hogs raised on his place in 
Tazewell County, Virginia. 

Pulaski District 

W. S. "Uncle Bill" Johnson, re­
tired employee of Marion, left for a 
vacation in Florida after voting in 
the November elections. 

Fred R. Poe, rural sales representa­
tive at Marion, vacationed at San 
Antonio where he visited his son who 
is in the armed service. 

M rs. J ane Griffitts, home econo-
______________ _:__!;.....,_.._,....,.,.....,.,...., ___ """',_-=,_-~ mist at Marion, visited her parents in 

HUNTINGTON Continued from page 4 . .. 
The daughter of Frank Stone, ac­

counting department, recently under­
went an operation at Logan General 
Hospital. 

E. K. Bias and E. P. Hager at­
tended the Ohio State-Northwestern 
game as winners of the "Going 
Places" campaign last summer. They 
were accompanied by W. F. Giles 
and J . C. Hansbarger and joined a 
group from the Huntington district · 
in Columbus. 

Mrs. Tom Hanley, wife of the 
meter department employee, was one 
of the hostesses at a recent stork 
shower for Mrs. Lonnie Shortridge. 

Mr. and Mrs. William Kirchman 
and family attended home-coming at 
West Virginia University. 

Margaret Tyler, line department, 
visited in Huntington. 

Appearing in the Madison Lions' 
Club Benefit Show were: Edith 
Overton, home economist at Madison; 
Mrs. Paul C. Gosney, wife of the 
service man, and Peggy Edwards, 
daughter of A. 0. Edwards, area 
representative. 

Dorothy Matthews, maid in Madi­
son office, had as recent guests her 
grandmother from Prospect, Tenn., 
and her aunt from Cincinnati. 

Edith Overton, home economist at 
Madison, recen tly visited friends in 
Welch. 

Lester Toler, Madison office, went 
on a rabbit hunting trip in Cabell 
County. 

Mr. and M rs. Edward Wood re­
cently visited Clarksburg. He is em­
ployed in the commercial department. 

Mr: and Mrs. M aywood Williams 

participated in the voice and piano 
recital at the Appalachian auditorium 
on November 12. She is employed 
in the commercial department. 

John Shriver, commercial depart­
ment, recently vacationed at Point 
Pleasant. H e was the guest of Billy 
G ilmore, manager of Appalachian's 
Point Pleasant office, who accompanied 
h im on a hunting trip. 

Mr and Mrs. C. F. Tyler, parents 
of Margaret Tyler of the line depart­
ment, have returned from Los Angeles 
where they visited their son, Charles, 
who was formerly employed by the 
company. 

Employees appearing in the Lions' 
Club Minstrel were W. H. Honaker, 
engineering department; P. M. Van­
noy, commercial department; H . J. 
Collins, district personnel supervisor, 
and W. F. Giles, commercial depart­
ment supervisor. William Kirchman 
whose wife is employed in the com­
mercial department also appeared in 
the show. 

Richard C. Kuhn is a new em­
ployee in the meter department. He 
was formerly employed during the 
summer of 1949 and 1950. 

W. E. Bivens commercial depart­
ment, was guest speaker at the No­
vember meeting of the Holden 22 
Grade School Meeting on November 
8. 

H . S. Trussell, engineering depart­
ment, was recently elected Legion­
naire of the month. 

Mr. and Mrs. Holmes Cassady and 
daughter vacationed with his brother 
in Fostoria·, Ohio. Mr. Cassady is em­
ployed in the meter department. 

Grafton over Thanksgiving. 
W. C. Groseclose, Marion office, 

hunted while on vacation. 
Mrs. Ruth C. Graham, Pulaski 

pay-roll department, attended the 
Legion Fall Conference in Richmond 
on November 24-25. 

R. E. H arriman, drafting depart­
ment, has resigned. 

0. B. Kidd, George Chumbley 
and G. P. Williams went deer hunt­
ing. 

I. R. Akers, R. N. Burnett and 
J. E. Wolford have returned to work 
after recent illnesses. 

Abingdon District 

J ames S. Barrett has returned to 
work after a recent illness. 

Rufus Bondurant and John Hort­
enstine, employees on military leave 
from the engineering department, re­
cently had a reun ion in Korea. 

Joe E. Collins, rural and residen­
tial sales supervisor, has been elected 
vice president of the Abingdon Ki­
wanis Club. 

Deer hunters on vacation: J. M. 
Orr, Ancel Hutton, Paul Rowe, 
L. W. Duncan, Dick Warden, L. G. 
Smith, Paul Lethcoe and Joe Quillen 
who also hunted for bear and wild 
boar in Tellico Plains, Tennessee. 

Vacationers: Mr. and Mrs. Clark 
Peck in Williamsburg and Rich­
mond; Mr. and Mrs. Paul Dunn in 
Gatlinburg and Mr. and Mrs. C. W. 
H ale in Detroit. 

Glen Lyn Plant 

H. L. Surber, Ira Dunn and N. J. 
Jessee have been ill. 

H . L. Clemons is recuperating 
after a recent illness. 

Sympathy is extended Studebaker 
Pennington on the death of his 
father. 

Roy M . Trent has returned to 
work after an illness. 

A. P. Whitt vacationed in Florida. 

Larry Dunn, son of Mrs. Patricia 
Dunn and a summer employee, has 
enlisted in the Navy Air Corps and 
is stationed at the Great Lakes train­
ing center. 

Transfer Of Customers 
Places Pulaski District's 
Line At County Boundary 

About 768 customers were recently 
transferred from the Roanoke dis­
trict to the Pulaski district in a move 
for greater customer convenience and 
improved operating conditions. 

The Pulaski district line, formerly 
about 7 miles east of Christiansburg, 
is now located about 15 miles east of 
Christiansburg at the Montgomery­
Roanoke County line. The line be­
tween the districts is about half-way 
between Roanoke and Christiansburg. 

Customers affected are closer to the 
Christiansburg office where they will 
pay their service bills. The new 
Pulaski district customers will also 
benefit by the improved service time 
out of Christiansburg because line 
crews are closer to their area. 

Also included in the transfer were 
84 miles of line and 285 transformers. 

J. A. Thornton Retires 

Leaving things spic and span, John A. 
Thornton hangs up his broom at the 
Glen Lyn plant and retires to his near­
by farm on his sixty-fifth birthday. 
Mr. Thornton was employed on Octo­
ber 24, 1944, as plant guard. He 
served as guard during the remainder 
of World War II and then transferred 
to the cleaning crew as janitor. 

Jack Lawhorn has been named 
"Student of the Month" at Stonewall 
Jackson High School in Charleston. 
Jack is the son of Mrs. Myrtle V. 
Lawhorn, who is employed in the 
Charleston accounting department. 

It is the second time that J ack has 

-: 1. 

received high 
honors during 
his school ca­
reer. While he 
was in junior 
high school, he 
was chosen 
"Student of the 
Week," by a 
Charl eston 
newspaper. 

Jack Lawhorn He is presi-
dent of the Student Council at Stone­
wall J ackson, a member of the Varsity 
Club and on the staff of the school 
paper. He was a member of the var­
sity football team, until he received 
a broken ankle in the Ashland-Stone­
wall game recently. He also is man­
ager of the track team. He hopes to 
be able to continue his athletics by 
playing basketball again this winter. 

KENTUCKY . .. 
(Co11ti1111ed from page 4) 

foreman, has returned to work after 
a recent illness. 

James Burke has returned to work 
following a brief illness. 

Hazard District 

K. C. Brashear, Bruce Muncy~ 
David Begley, Adrian Fields and 
Jack Caudill recently fished at Pigeon 
Creek. 

Hazard Commercial department 
employees gave Kenny Brashear and 
David Begley, who are entering the 
service, leather shaving kits as going 
away presents at a recent farewell 
party. Attending were Mr: and Mrs. 
A. R. Barber, Mr. and Mrs. C. A. 
Zoellers, Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Muncy, 
Mr. and Mrs. H. J. Bonta, Mr. and 
Mrs. Jack Caudill, Mr. and Mrs. 
K. C. Brashear, Jr., Mr. and Mrs. 
David Begley, Mr. and Mrs. C. B. 
Cornett, W. R. Peytan, Mary Franks, 
Kay Cornett, Faye Cornett, Leyburn 
Cody, Mrs. Denver Robertson, Sue 
Carey, Roy Miller and Gay Boyer. 

Corbin Breeding, line department, 
has been a patient in Mount Mary 
Hospital. 

G . C. Branson and wife went on 
a fishing trip to Wolfe Creek. 

Nell Buttram vacationed in Ten­
nessee and Georgia. 
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Sons Of H. W. Mitchell, Whitesville, 
Signed With N. Y. Giants' Farm Club 

H. W. Mitchell,.center, is shown with his sons, Bobby, left, and Billy. The bays 
ecently signed a professional baseboll contract with the New York Giants. 

Billy and Bobby Mitchell, 19 and 
18-year-old sons of H. W. Mitchell, 
signed contracts to play professional 
baseball. The brothers were signed 
by Jimmy West, a Charleston area 
scout for the New York Giants, and 
will be assigned to the Springfield, 
Ohio, club. 

Under present arrangements, both 
boys are scheduled to report to the 
spring training camp for rookies in 
Florida early in February. Should 
they live up to expectations, they will 
be assigned to Springfield in the fast­
stepping Ohio-lrldiana League. 
Springfield is a Class D club but is 
considered an important step toward 
the n1a j or leagues. 

Charleston Keglers 
Near End Of First 
Half Of Competition 

With but eight weeks remaining 
in the first half of the fast-moving 
Charleston District Bowling League 
race, five teams are within sight of 
the title. 

The Pinheads are leading the I 0-
team loop by a narrow margin over 
the Storeroom bowlers. Turner Sub­
station, Pulverizers, and Distrioff are 
but a short distance behind and all 
tied for third place. 

For individual honors, the com­
petition is keen. Carl Murray and 
Chet Talley are tied for high average 
honors. Each have a 176-pin count. 
Mary Alice Caudill leads all girl keg­
lers with a 172 single high game; 
479, three-game series, and a 141 
season average. Dick Speas holds a 
603 three-game series score and Paul 
Parsons claims the high single game 
honors with 225 pins. 

Together, the brothers form a bat­
tery. Billy is an able mound prospect 
while Bobby is considered an out­
standing man to have behind the 
plate. 

West indicated that he felt both 
of the Mitchell boys were good pros­
pects. As a scout, he held high hopes 
for their future in professional base­
ball. 

Mr. Mitchell, the boy's father, is 
a Charleston district troubleman as­
signed to the Whitesville office. 

Bob Muncy Is Named 
Leading Scorer For 
The Hazard Bulldogs 

Robert "Bob" Muncy, son of Rus-
sell Muncy, was named the high scorer 

of the Hazard 
Bulldogs' foot­
ball squad dur­
ing the past 
season. In five 
games, Bob am­
bled across the 
markers to ac-

• count for a total 
of 5 I po in ts. 

M'r. Muncy 

Bob filled a 
halfback slot for 
the Bulldogs 

and is a four letterman. He also 
lettered in track and baseball. Al­
though unofficial, Bob's prospects for 
being named on the All-State eleven 
are considered good. 

H e is vice president of the Key 
Club; active in the Mask and Gavel, 
Literary Club and Glee Club. H e is 
a senior and hopes to enter the Uni­
versity of Kentucky next year. 

Mr. Muncy is a district distri­
bution engineer. 

Ten Abingdon district employees ore sweeping the backboards regularly as they 
represent Appalachian in the Bristol Y. M. C. A. Basketball League. The Abing­
don quint plays twa games each week and is in competition with teams repre­
senting five ather southwest Virginia industries. Although the 1951-52 league 
race has been underway but a short time, the Abingdon cagers are expected ta 
give a good account of themselves. Members of the Abingdon squad shown 
above ore, left to right, front row: Tom Crabtree, Bill McFall, Ed Prater, Bob 
Sheffey, and Jimmy Lambert. Back row, left to right: Lauis Wright, John Orr, 
V. O. Armentrout, Fred Nicewander, and Richard Warden. 
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Eight Sporn Teams 
Start Bowling Loop 

Although the Philip Sporn plant 
Bowling League got off to a slow 
start because of the lack of alleys, 
there is nothing slow or short about 
their enthusiasm now. Eight well­
matched teams have been organized 
and are playing a full schedule at new 
alleys in Pomeroy, Ohio. 

Morgan's Shift team has taken an 
early lead in the opening rounds of 
play and Floyd Capehart copped high­
est individual average. Floyd has a 
162 season's average. Richard Lease 
accounted for the highest single game 
with 221 pins. 

Two Barnes Brothers 
Playing On Roanoke1s 
Championship Teams 

Jock and Dayle Barnes 

Officers of the Philip Sporn plant 
Bowling League are: Jack Givens, 
secretary and treasurer; Rome Wil­
liamson, treasurer; Charles Wilson, 
president; H arry Davis, Vice presi­
dent, and Karl Wiles, secretary. J ack and Doyle Barnes, sons of 

Mr. and Mrs. ]. F. Barnes, Roanoke, 
1 Hard Heads1 And 'Tubs' are members of the Raleigh Court 
Lead Pikeville1s Keg le rs Lions Club's 195 I Sandlot champion­

ship football teams. Both boys played 
The H ard H eads and the Tubs through the season's schedule and in 

captured the Pikeville bowling spot- the divisional play-offs. 
light during the past month. Both J ack, a ninth grader, has played 
teams are deadlocked for the league's four years of football and was a mem­
first place slot with identical records ber of the club's 115-Pound Division 
of I 0 victories and 5 defeats in league team. · He filled an end slot for the 
competition. Raleigh Court eleven. Doyle, a sixth 

The Disconnects with their 9 and grader, has played two years in the 
6 record hold a narrow edge over the organized Sandlot League. H e plays 
Short Circuits and the Hot Taps lead guard in the I 00-Pound Division. 
the A. C.'s in the six-team league. Mr. Barnes is a member of the 

The Disconnects hold both the srstem real estate and right-of-way 
single and series team hono~s while de artment. 
Prater's 220 is the highest single 
game score. Brashear's 479 pins claims 
the three-game series honors for in­
dividual bowlers. 

Roanokers Scramble 
For Top Standings 

Standings are apt to change fast 
in bitterly fought Roanoke District 
Bowling League matches. The league­
leading Substation team strengthened 
their position by handing second-place 
Local Office a two out of three defeat. 

To further confuse and threaten 
the leaders, the System Accounting 
bowlers moved into second place by 
hammering out a win over the Civil 
Engineers. The Local Office slid back 
to third but remain a serious threat 
to the leaders. 

The battle also rages for individual 
honors. For high average, Tommy 
Mitchell's 111.71 edges Leroy Greg­
ory's 111. 70. Gordon Broyles's 160 

.---.i;;.=.:.::o.-..=:.:_ ________ __ 

Tibbs Is Winner In 
Lynchburg Tourney 

Roy A. Tibbs, Lynchburg district 
pay-roll supervisor, recently was 

Mr. Tibbs 

ber. About 80 
participated. 

named winner 
of the "Ringer 
Tournament" 
which was held 
at the Oakwood 
Coun,ry Club. 
The tourna­
ment was in 

/ progress during 
the past season 
from May 
through Octo-

Lynchburg golfers 

Roy's gross score of 5 0 was 16 
under for the course. The tourna­
ment was played on week ends and 
holidays. 
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Cabin Creek Bowlers 
In Close Loop Race 

In the Cabin Creek Plant Bowl­
ing League, the Handy Cappers and 
the Tom Kats are tied for first-place 
position. Both teams have won 14 
games, lost 12, and tied I. 

The Boiler and Control Room keg­
lers are close on the leaders' heels as 
one evening of bowling could alter 
the entire league's standings. 

G. L. Loveday, bowling for the 
Kats, recaptured the "King of the 
Week" honors. C. 0. W eise is a 
close second and also copped the 
single game honors in November with 
183 pins. 

Hunters Open Season 
With Kills Of Deer 

Marvin E. Lester, Pulaski, and 
F. W. " Jack" Isley, Kingsport, were 
among the companies' sportsmen for­
tunate enough to bag deer on the 
opening day of hunting season. 

Lester, a member of the Pulaski 
meter department, killed a 160-
pound, six-point buck while hunting 
near Comers Rock in Grayson County, 
Virginia. Marvin had been hunting 
but twenty minutes when he shot his 
deer. 

Isley, A KUI employee, was hunt­
ing north of Bay City, Michigan. 
Before 8 :20, the opening day, Jack 
had claimed his deer. The five-point 
buck weighed about 200 pounds. 

Sporn Softball Teams 
Are Honored At Dinner 

M embers of the Philip Sporn plant 
softball team and players ·of the Re­
sults Department recently were hon­
ored with a dinner at the Lafayette 
Hotel, Gallipolis, Ohio. 

Paul Scally, personnel supervisor, 
acted as master of ceremonies while 
short talks were made by Paul Schnei­
der, assistant plant manager, and Al 
Smith. 

Others attending were: Harry Hoff­
man, Keith Arnold, Charles Stanley, 
Wyatt Chadwell, Robert Gilmore, 

obert Cook, Russell Senter, Ralph 
arner, William Cremeans, Norman 

auger, Floyd Capehart, Dwight 
ayre, Charles Wilson, Robert John­
on, Robert Eason, Richard Fisher, 

ene Athey, Gene Ellis, Carl Ten-
ant, Robert Johnston, Gerald Le­
asters, and Wallace Stewart. 

gained individual high game honors Ir-=-:~~~---=:--------,. ... 
and Gregory's 380 is the best three- xperienced Trapper 
game set. The Local Office won 
team recognition with 1,679 and 603 
pins. 

Deer-John: Thars 
AII She Wrote 

The State of West Virginia re­
cently had to bury one of its traffic 
casualties. 

John Frazier, Charleston distribu­
tion department, was riding near 
Crede with a supervisor of the Key­
stone Construction Company when a 
doe jumped into the front side of 
the car. Neither man saw the deer 
approaching. 

Stopping the car, they got out and 
saw the deer which had a broken 
neck. They bled the animal. 

As the State law forbids removing 
deer after a highway accident until 
the State Police have been notified, 
they called the Troopers who moved 
the doe to their headquarters where 
it was dressed. 

Usually the deer, after being 
dressed by the State Police or the 
Conservation Commission, is given to 
a local child shelter or some similar 
charitable organization. However, the 
meat was judged unsafe because a 
headlight had been broken and jhe 
doe was buried. 

To Dewey Bowman, Utilities' labor foreman, trapping is not anly a goad sport but 
a profitable hobby. He spends many of his early mornings and late evenings 
running trap lines along streams near Kingsport. Many of his catches are 
muskrat and mink. His first venture, when a youngster, accounted for a mink 
and the pelt netted him nine dollars. To a boy of seven, that incentive made 
him a confirmed trapper and the urge continued over the years. Dewey is shown 
with recent catches as he skins another "rat." The pelts in the foreground are 
stretched on drying frames for curing. Dewey recalled one rather unusual 
experience. He hod just skinned a muskrat and stretched its hide on a board. 
When he turned back, the animal he believed to be dead stood skinless and 
shivering in the cold winter air. 
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'Sooner' Keeps Sniffing 

Dog Mascots Le_ad Abingdon District 
Employees In Chase For Sporn Award 

Gate City employees pose with "Sooner" who is highly regarded in the Abingdon 
district for his keen sense of smell thot locotes sales prospects. Many give 
"Sooner" a major share of the credit for boosting Abingdon district into third 
place in the A. G. & E. range and water heater campaign. 

The big hunt is on in the Abingdon 
district. 

Four packs bay at the heels of the 
Sporn Award for range and water 
heater sales. Quotas are set for each 
county in the district and packs in­
clude every employee. 

Each county in the district has its 
mascot to lead the pack. "Scottie" 
represents Scott County; "Old Wash" 
{just plain dawg) helps Washington 
County; " Rusty" (a dachshund) leads 
Russell County wh ile "Dick" (a 
hound) paces Dickenson County. 

In addition to the mascots, a special 
dog named "Sooner" covers the field 
in the Abingdon district race. H aving • 
unusual qualities for sniffing out range 
and water heater prospects, he is as­
signed to help the county which has 
the smallest per cent of its quota each 
week. 

"Sooner" was so named because the 
sooner the county gets enough range 
and water heater sales, the sooner that 
county gets rid of their "helper." 

Keen-nosed Abingdon district packs 
have sniffed their way up to third 
place in the A. G. & E. race with 
129. 11 per cent of quota. Baying for 
all they are worth, they close in on 
Ashland district's 129.5 8 per cent and 
Sprigg's 138 .35 per cent. 

By November 16, each county ex­
cept Dickenson had had "Sooner" for 
one or more weeks. With "Sooner" 
making the rounds among the counties 
and sniffing out new prospects, Abing­
don district hopes to tree the coveted 
Sporn Award by the end of December. 

D. P. Minichan To Head 
Pulaski Community Chest 

D. P. M inichan, Pulaski district 
manager, was recently elected presi­
dent of the Pulaski Community Chest 
Fund for the 195 1-52 year. 

Mr. Minichan as president will 
head the effort for a "One Package 
Dr ive" to raise funds. This is the 
first undertaking of this kind by the 
Community Chest in Pulaski since its 
organization. 

Logan Student Attendant 
At Annual Grid Ceremony 

Miss Linda Kirchman, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. 'William Kirchman, 
was recently elected by the Logan 
High School student body to repre­
sent the junior class as an attendant 

to Miss L.H.S. 
The ceremonies 
took place be­
tween halves as 
Logan and Wil-
1 i am son grid­
ders clashed 
during the ir 
annual Thanks­
g 1v1 n g D ay 

Miss Kirchman football classic. 
Linda is also active in other student 

affa irs. She is a member of the N a­
tional Thespians, Glee Club, Topsy 
Turvy, Tri Hi-Y, and the Alpha Xi 
Soror ity. 

Mrs. Kirchman is a commercial de­
partment employee. 

Cabin Creek Youngsters In Majorette Contest 

These youngsters, who are all related to employees at the Cabin Creek plant, 
took part in a recent majorette contest held at East Bank. Receiving recogni­
tion for unusually fine performances were, front row, left to right: Betsey Cor­
nett, Barbara Harris, and Carolyn Smith. Second row: Helen Kunsman, Glenna 
Douglas, Mary Sue Russell, Shannon Grady, Carolyn Bryant and Barbara Car­
roll. Many other families were represented in the bands which participated in 
the festival. 
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New Oak Hill Office 
Under Construction 

A new local office with an aud i­
torium and demonstration kitchen is 
under construction on Main Street in 
Oak Hill in the Beckley d istrict. 

The new bui lding, 30 by 85 feet, 
is being built by a local merchant and 
houses facili tics for use by the com­
pany and by civic clubs, church groups 
and other organizations. 

Facili ties will be provided for the 
line crew, servicemen and other op­
erating personnel of the company in 
Oak H ill. M eters and maintenance 
equipment will be stored in a room 
at the back of the building. 

A display area will be available for 
use by local electric dealers. These 
features of the new building will en­
able personnel at the Oak Hill office 
to offer additional services to the pub­
lic which they are unable to do in 
their present location. 

Miss Goodloe Is 
Named VPI Queen 
For Home-Coming 

Miss Goodloe 

Miss June Goodloe, daughter of 
Mr. and M rs. W illiam T. Goodloe 
of Bluefield, recently was elected 
home-coming queen by students of 
Virginia Polrtechnic Institute. 

During the annual event, Miss 
Goodloe and her attendants were pre­
sented to the student assembly, alum­
ni, and friends. She reigned over the 
fest ivities of the day which included: 
A regimental review, a parade, the 
football classic between VPI and 
North Carolina State, and the Home­
Coming Dance. 

M iss Goodloe is a sophomore at 
Radford College. 

• 

December, 1951 

Eleven Men Report For Military Duty 
Mr.-Osburn Mr. Brashear Mr. Begley Mr. Ferguson 

Mr. Payne Mr. Davis Mr. Cavendish Mr. Donaldson .-..) 

Eleven men reported for military ginccr at the Charleston office, re­
duty last month. The Logan and turned to service on ovcmber 27 
H azard districts each sent two while and reported to Por t H ueneme, 
one left from Ashland, Pikeville, California. H e served three years 
H un tington, Charleston, Lynchburg, with the Sea-Bees in W orld War II 
Sporn plant and Cabin Creek plant. and came with the company in June 

John H erbert Evans, Logan dis- of 1946. 
trict accoun ting department, entered James William Ferguson, Lynch­
the Air Corps. He was employed in burg district distribution engineer, 
July of 195 1. Also entering the Air entered the Navy on November 16 
Corps from the Logan district was after serving three years in the Re­
J ames D. Moore, engineering depart- serve. H e was employed by the com­
ment, who was employed in June of pany in M arch of 1949. 
this year. ~--~y-rr1~s'""l",....~a-v1~s-, "°""r-.,~,n-a_1_n~te_n_a_n_c_e_"J 

William D avid Begley, Hazard dis- helper at Philip Sporn plant, enlisted 
trict commercial department, was in the Air Force and is stationed at 
called to mil itary service and left N o- Sampson Air Base in New York. H e 
,-ember 7 for the West Coast where started with the company in July of 
he will receive training with the 1949. 
Navy. H e has been with the company Robert L ee Payne, Cabin Creek 
since August of 1950. Also going to plan t utility operator, reported to the 
the \Vest Coast fo r Boot Training armed forces on ovcmber 27 . H e 
was K. C. Brashear, J r., an employee was employed in Augnst of 1948. 
cf the H azard commercial dep::rt­
ment who had been with the company 
since May of 194 7. 

Buford Frazier, Ashland main ac­
counting office, entered the Army on 
N01·ember 22 after being with the 
company since M arch of 1949. 

In the Pikeville district, Bill 
Donaldson, who was a meter reader, 
entered the avy on N ovember 19. 
H e has been employed by the com­
pany since September of 1948. 

L ewis Richard Osburn, Hunting­
ton district line crew member re­
entered the Air Force on November 
5 and reported to Camp Atterbury 
near Columbus, Indiana. An employee 
since December of last year, he and 
his wife, Ann, who is an employee in 
the commercial department, will live 
in Seymour, Indiana. 

Lynn Cavendish, distribution en-

Ferguson Will Head 
March Of Dimes Drive 
In Dickenson County 

vV. H. Ferguson has been elected 
chairman of the 195 I March of 
Dimes campaign in Dickenson 

County. 
A ru ral rep­

resentative in 
the Abingdon 
district, Fergu­
son has been 
employed by 
the co mpan y 
since February 
I , 1949. 

H e attended 
Mr. Ferguson the r·egio nal 

meeting of the M arch of Dimes in 
Greensboro recently and has begnn to 
lay plans for the campaign. 

Mr. Goodloe is a member of the 1-------------------------...... -....-­
systcm transmission department in 
Bluefie ld. 

Employee's Daughter 
Hazard High School 
Home-Coming Queen 

J ane H elen Ferguson, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Asa Ferguson, was re­
cently chosen H ome-Coming Queen 
at Hazard H igh School. She reigned 

at the high 
school's recent 
home-coming 
day celebration. 

J ane, a senior 
at the school, 
has taken part 
in many activ­
ities. She is a 
member of the 
M ask and Gav-

Miss Ferguson el Club, the 
Glee Club, the Y-Teens, and the 
Booster Club. She plans to enter the 
University of Miami next year. 

Mr. Ferguson is a main tenance 
m:vi at the H azard Plant. 

Lynchburg Men Study First Aid 

Members of the Lynchburg district eng ineering and distribution departments 
take their American Red Cross first aid training . seriously· as · they prepare them­
selves for any emergency. The current Lynchburg program is closely related with 
the Lynchburg civil defense organization. Employees attending the practice 
session are: kneeling, foreground to wall, G. C. Wheeler, R. D. Curtis, and R. C. 
Foster. Prone position, foreground to woll, J . . D. ' Karker, H. M. Figg, Jr., and 
A. A. Ferguson. Others toking f irst aid with this class are: J. B. Doss, S. M. 
Glass, T. B. Merryman, R. L. Smith and G. W. Stone. L. G. Dougan is instructor 
for the course. · 
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