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Abingdon Wins llluminator Award John Scholtens Leads 
Red Cross Drive 

I 

John W. Scholtens, assistant Haz
ard district manager, was chosen to 
head the 195 3 American Red Cross 
drive in Hazard. Active in Scout 

Mr. Scholtens 

work, he con
ducted a suc
cessfu l "Band 
Booster" cam
p a ign earlier 
this year. 

Following h is 
graduat ion a t 
V.P. I. in 1937 
he came with 
the Ken tu c k y 
Company as a 
groundman in 

Paul S. Dunn, Abingdon district correspondent for The llluminator, has won 
·the 19S2 llluminator award in recognition of outstanding work. It is the 
second time that the Abingdon district has won the honor. In the 1952 stand
ings Charleston district was a close second, followed by Kingsport and Pikeville. 
In the photo above from the left are W. A. McClung, editor of The llluminator, 
Mrs. Doris Fleenor, secretary to Joe P. Gills, Abingdon district manager and 
Mr. Dunn; Mr. Gills and Mr. Dunn. Mr. McClung presented the award at the 
.Abingdon Christmas party. 

the Pikeville district. H e was pro
moted to eni;;ineer the next yea r. In 
M ay of 1947 he was transferred to 
H :iz·ird as rnpervising engineer. H e 
bec1me assistant distri ct manager in 
April. 

Richard J. Wood Heads 
Society Of Engineers 

A. G. & E. System 
Biggest Electricity 
Producer In Nation 

" It is interesting to note that the 
American Gas & Electric System, 
which serves no large cities, is now 
t he nation's greatest producer of elec
tricity ." 

That's what the December 22 issue 
of Electrical W orld pointed ou t in 
listing nme classifications to de
termine the biggest electric utility 
systems in the United States. Whi.le 
our A. G. & E. System ranks fifth in 
customers with 1,23 1,690, it is first 
in total generation and in steam 
generation. Consolidated Edison Sys
tem leads the nation with 2,792,550 
customers. 

For steam generation, A. G. & E . 
had l 5 ,41 7 ,488,000 kw hrs. in com
parison with second-place Common
·wealth Edison System's 13 ,070,992,-
000 kwhrs. In total generation, A. 
G . & E . with 16,165, 194,000 kwhrs. 
led Niagara Mohawk Power System's 
13,2 15,485,000 and Consolidated 
Edison Syste m' s 13, 144,782,000 

whrs. 

A. G. & E. ranked fourth in elec
tric plant investment behind Pacific 
Gas & Electric Co., Consolidated Edi
son and Commonwealth Edison. In 
electric operating revenue, A. G. & E. 
was thi rd behi nd Consolidated Edison 
and Commonwealth Edison. 

In steam plant capacity, A. G. & E. 
was third with 2,416,040 kw. Con
solidated Edison was first and Com
monwealth Edison second. In total 
capacity, A. G. & E. was fou rth with 
2,607,23 l kw. Top three were Con
solidated Edison, P. G. & E. and 
Commonwealth Edison. 

In terms of averaging the above 
classifications and two hydro classi fica
tions where A. G . & E. does not place 
in the top 1 0 systems, A. G. & E. 
ranks fourth behind Consol ida ted 
Edison, P. G. & E. and Common
wealth Edison. 

In terms of the top 3 5 individual 
operating companies, Appalachian is 
nineteenth in the nation with 
458,091 customers. Ohio Power 1s 
thirtieth with 368,844 customers. 

C. C. Darrah To Head 
Mining Institute 

C. C. Darrah, assistan t d istrict 
manager at Beckley, recently was 
elected president of the New River 
and Winding G ulf Mining Insti tute. 

Mr. Darrah 

T he Institu te 
is an organiza
tion composed 
of foreman and 
engineers whose 
pr i mary and 
secondary in 
terests are 111 

m in ing. The 
group's program 
keeps members 
i n formed of 
new 

employed in the industry. 
techniques 

Richard J. Wood, W elch district 
commercial manager, was elected pres
ident of the Southeast Chapter of 
West Virginia Society of Professional 

Mr. Wood 

Engineers at a 
m eet i ng in 
Bluefi eld on 
December 6. 

Employed :n 
the Pulaski dis
trict in J une 
of 1938, he 
has se!l'ed as 
a groundman, 
draftsman, dis
tribution engi-
neer, engineer 

and power sales engineer. H e trans
ferred from Pulaski to Bluefield in 
March of 1941 and from Bluefield 
to W elch in September of 19 5 l. 

A Message From Mr. Furr 
The past yea r has been an eventful one for Appalachian Electric Power 

Company. vVe have met unprecedented demands for electric power, while 
during the same period we have continued to grow and prepare for the future. 

Our company has successfully completed its year's program of expansion. 
Splendid progress has been made on 
the construction of the Kanawha 
Ri 1,er Plant, with the first 200,000 
kilowatt unit scheduled to be placed 
in operation in the spring. 

We have continued to build new 
transm1ss1on lines. The 6 3-mile, 
330,000 volt line from Sporn to 
Kanawha River was completed in 
May. The new 65 miles, 132,000 
volt line from Glen Lyn to Roanoke 
was completed in December. Along 
wi th these major additions has gone 
the building of many new distribution 
stations, new service buildings and 
many mi les of distribu tion fac ilities. 

Much has been accomplished to 
make our service better. Perhaps even 
more important, we have ended the 
year a stronger and finer organization. 

Mr. Furr 

All of you can feel j ustifiably proud of the part you have played 111 our 
accompl ishments. 

I believe the outlook for the new year is encouraging. Prospects are good 
for a greater use of consumer goods and more economy in the operation of 
our government. W e will, however, be faced with many new problems which 
will require our best efforts and judgment. 

Let us all enter 195 3 with a spirit of brightness and encouragement. And 
may I wish you success and happiness in all that is dear to you th roughout the 
year. 

G. L. Furr, Vice P1·esident and Ge?teral Manager 

Construction Underway On Two Plants 
To Supply Power For Ohio Atomic Plant 

\ Ji~ 

At the Ohio plant site for the groundbreaking ceremony were, from left: G. L. 
Furr, vice president and general manager of Appalachian; M. C. Funk, vice 
president and director af the three southern companies; Harald Turner, vice 
president and general manager of The Ohio Power Company; Ohio Gav. Frank 
J. Lausche, who manned the machine ta turn the first earth, starting con
struction of the 1,000,000-kw Kyger Creek plant; Philip Sporn, our president 
and president of the Ohio Valley Electric Corporation. 

Go1·ernors of Ohio and Indiana 
broke ground last month to begin 
construction of two mammoth power 
plants destined to serve the atomic 
energy plant tmderway near Ports
mouth, Ohio. 

A. E . C. officials, representatives of 
the 15 electric companies, who have 
contracted to supply power for the 
new A . .E. C . plant, and several hun
dred spec ta tors from local comnrn
ni ties witnessed the ceremonies. 

Gov. Frank J. Lausche broke 
ground fo r the 1,000,000-kw Kyger 
Creek plant at C heshire, Ohio. Next 
day at Madison, Indiana, Gov. H enry 
F. Schricker performed similar du ties 
to start the 1,200,000-kw Clifty 
Creek plant. 

Philip Sporn, our president, who is 
also president of the 1 S-company 
Ohio Valley Electric Corporation and 
its subsidiary, spoke at both cere
monies and stressed the importance of 
electricity in making atomic bombs. 
H e said, "We need atomic bombs 
today because the world we l ive in is 
the kind of world it is." 

However, he expressed the hope 
that "this plant soon wi ll rise and take 
its place as a mighty weapon for de
fense, that out of its use as such will 
come an even greater use, so that it 
will eventually become a migh ty 
weapon for peace." 

E leven 200,000-kw un its will be 
installed at the two plants, five at the 
Ohio plan t and six at the Indiana 
plant. The fi rst of these units is sched
uled for opera ti on by January, I 9 5 5. 
A staggered schedule of completion 
dates will bring all 11 of them on the 
line at intervals up to June, 1956. 

Groundbreaking at the plants set 
in motion terms of a contract signed 
October 15, 1952, with the AEC by 
I 5 electric com panics for supplying 
all the electric needs of the new 
A. E. C. plant. Appalach ian, The 
Ohio Power Company and Indiana 
& Michigan Electric Company are 
the three AGE companies participa
ting in the con tract. 

The contract calls for supplying 
the largest single block of electric 
power ever supplied in this country-
1,800,000 kilowatts. By comparison, 
this amount of power would be 25 ro 
greater than that needed to supply the 
whole city of New York. 

Although the combined capacity of 
the two plan ts wi ll be 2,200,000 kw, 
the A. E. C. contracted for 1,800,000 
kw for a 25-year period. The balance 
of capacity is to make up for losses of 
power in transmission and the amount 
of reserve capacity fo r regular main
tenance and overhaul. Additional 
capaci ty, too, will be available from 
the ::i1Jonsurint; cu1np:1ui .... ~. 

National Award To 
Bradshaw Sets 
State Record In 4-H 

Aubrey is shown in the N. & W. sta
tion in Roanoke prior ta making his 
third trip to the National 4-H Club 
Congress in Chicago. 

Establishing a state record, Aubrer, 
Bradshaw for the third time attended 
the National 4-H Club Congress in 
Chicago. The Fieldale district meter 
department employee won a H enry 
Ford II 4-H Club Scholarship, JJre
rented by L. D. Crusoe, vice president 
of the Ford Motor Company. 

This year he was winner in the 
4-H ach ievement class. The award 
was given on club and community 
leadership as well as project results. 
No other 4-H Club member in Vir
ginia has won as many as three trips 
to the National 4-H Club Congress 
in the more than 3 0 years of its 
existence. 

Aubrey attended the Congress in 
1949 as state field crop champion. 
H e was national winner in 1951 in 
4-H Ji,'estock production. 
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Encouraging Signs For 1953 
Since the close of the war in 1945, we 

have been plagued with many disturbing 
things. While most everyone realized 
that winning the war would not mean 
the end of all our national problems, we 
did believe that it should mean the 
beginning of better da)'S. There is grave 
doubt now that such was the case. 

In 1953, more than seven years later, 
we are faced with many serious and 
a larming factors. Somehow, we find a 
war on our hands that is now in its third 

. year, with well over 125,000 casualties, 
and with no end in sight. Destructive 
inflation, which threatens to destroy 
our system of economy, is on our door
step. Evidence of dishonesty and cor
ruption among people in high places in 
government keeps pi ling higher and 
higher. The trend toward socialism in 
our everyday lives and the dangers 
from communists in our own country 
are real facts which cannot be brushed 
aside. 

Last November, a great majority of 
the people in our country indicated t heir 
belief that the solution to these problems 
could best be found by new leaders in 
our national government. This great 
majority appears convinced that there 
is a need to return to the fundamental 
principles of more freedom for individuals. 
They indicated, we believe, a desire to 
contain the functions of government 
to those responsibilities prescribed by 
the founders and return to private enter
prise those opportunities and rights 
which helped make this the greatest 
nation on earth. 

If this change means a turning point 
in that direction, we must first recognize 
that it cannot mean the immediate end 
to our problems. It would be folly to 
believe that all the proponents of cen
tralized power in government will now 
silently fold their tents and sneak away. 
We would certainly be gullible to think 
that all the " do good" social planners 
who have become so fond of spending 
other peoples' money, and who are 
obsessed with the idea of controlling our 
lives, wi ll now run up a white flag and 
repent of their ways. It would be down
right fooli sh for us, who are engaged in 
the electric utility bu siness, to entertain 
any ideas that the advocates of socialized 
power programs will give up their efforts 
to destroy priva tely owned companies 
without a last-ditch struggle. 

The signs which seems to point to a 
better era for private enterprise, and for 
what is generally referred to as "our 
way of life" are encouraging. We need 
to remember, however, that, as yet, they 
are only signs and t hat the final outcom,e 
is yet to be decided. It is surely no time 
for anyone, and least of all t he people 
in our business, to become complacent. 
It may sti ll be a good idea to keep our 
powder dry. 

THE ILLUMINATOR 

What major changes affecting the welfare 
of our country do you foresee for 1953? 

W. C. BUCHANAN, Agricultural Sales 
Engineer, Pulaski. 

The change that will 
affect the welfare of the 
country the greatest dur
ing 1953, will be the 
shift of our manufac
turer's efforts from de
fense to consumer goods 
as more critical materials 
are released. Greater 
production and more 
efficient methods will 
make consumer goods 

more plentiful. Prices will be lowered and the 
standard of living raised. 

The enactment of new, and modification of 
present laws, regulating labor and management 
will create greater harmony between these two 
groups, thus curtai ling the spiral of inflation, 
and stabilizing the country's economy. 

The new administration will adopt a more 
conservative policy of subsidizing various in
dustries, and the production of a vast number 
of products. This will be healthy for business 
and the fulfillment of the American way of 
life, free enterprise. 

KATHERINE V. KERR. System Ac-
counting, Roanoke. · 

L 

Since the desire for 
peace seems to be fore
most in our minds, I 
feel every effort will be 
made to bring this about 
and full support given to 
our defense program. 

Studies are now being 
made whereby govern
ment spending will be 
cut and efficiency in-
creased. Efforts will be 

made to clean out the corruption and get rid 
of the Reds in our government. 

W e should aim to stimulate world trade, 
mainly to ease the demands on the United 
States for aid. 

Taxes, no doubt, will be cut a little next 
year-more later, if needed, to remedy a busi
ness slump. 

The Taft-Hartley Act will likely be 
amended, but most unions will try to avoid 
big strikes lest they stir up anti-labor laws. 

HERMAN DENT, Mechanical Main
tenance Helper, Glen Lyn Plant. 

peace. 

The year 195 3 should 
not only be a year of 
"decision" but should 
also be a year in which 
many constructive 
changes will be made. 

First, I foresee a grad
ual end of the war in 
Korea. This cannot be 
accomplished overnight 
but will take many weeks 
to reach an honorable 

I also see a decline in the socialistic trend 
in our government with the possibility of a 
number of governmental projects being turned 
over to private enterprise. I do not think we 
will have . any gross unemployment and that 
business in general will level off and stop 
inflation. 

I can alw see where great strides will be 
made in the development of atomic energy 
where it will be available for industrial use. 
I am looking forward to 195 3 as being a very 
prosperous year. 

ELIZABETH RIDDLE, Managerial De
partment, Pikeville. 

armed forces. 

One of the ma J or 
changes I foresee, effect
ing our coun try during 
the coming year, is a 
renewed and more posi
tive effort being made to 
settle the Korean war 
ending the number of 
American casualities and 
possibly reducing the 
number of our boys and 
men being called into the 

I bel ieve we will see in the coming year a 
kindl ier governmental attitude toward our 
privately owned businesses and less trouble from 
government agencies. I also believe there will 
be a curtailment if not a complete reversal of 
the trend toward socializing a number of our 
more important industries. 

Another change I foresee are communistic 
influences · and those connected with Com
munism being removed from our government. 

R. CONNER FOSTER. Distribution 
Records Supervisor, Lynchburg. 

I look to 1953 with a 
feeling of optimism. 
There will no doubt be 
some major changes dur
ing the year which will 
affect the welfare of our 
country. While our gov
ernment is changing over 
to a new administration, 
some confusion is to be 
expected, but beyond this 
conversion period, I an

ticipate a more stable economic condition. 

I expect to see wage and price controls vir
tually eliminated and government spending 
reduced to a minimum. Present indications are 
that we will have a good business year with an 
increase in the production of consumer goods, 
which will enable us to m aintain a high 
standard of living. I believe 1953 will bring 
a feeling of greater security to our American 
people. 

CHESTER H. CAMPBELL. System Bill
ing, Huntington. 

Several changes affect
ing the welfa re of our 
country are foreseen in 
195 3. 

Reduction of taxes 
through curtailment of 
government expenditures, 
easing off of certain con
trols and regulations to 
induce business and in
dustry to expand their 
operations, providing 

more jobs, producing more and better goods 
at lower prices. 

A new Social Security plan to include all 
those who are not covered under the present 
plan. 

Also, a new approach to the Korean con
flict so that a successful conclusion will be 
realized. 

All of these changes will again bring happi
ness and prosperity to our country. 

The Bottom 

Self-respect is at the bottom of all good 
manners. They are the experssion of disci
pline, of good will, of respect for other peo
ple's rights and comfort and feelings.- £. S. 
;11. at· tin. 

January, 1953 

JOAN CLAYMAN. Accounting De
partment, Kingsport. 

The Korean War is 
over-if such an Armis
tice is made-in my 
opinion that will be the 
major change affecting 
the welfare of the coun
try in 1953. 

The governments of 
all nations have given th"-._) 
"go-ahead" signal for the 
expansion and construc-
tion of manufacturing 

plants, public utilities, recreation centers, 
churches and homes. 

No longer will our nation and all other 
nations use the strength of their people to 
build battleships, airplanes and other machines 
for war. Their strength wi ll be used only for 
things that will build permanent and ever
lasting peace. 

J. E. HOFFMAN, Work Order Clerk, 
Cabin Creek Plant. 

1953 b.rings with it 
hope for an America 
with an even higher 
standard of living based 
on peace and security for 
its people. W e look 
forward to a new ad
ministration with new 
ideas, a government free 4 
from corruption, wi th 
lower taxes, and higher 
standards of education. 

This year our biggest hope lies in the 
United Nations for a peaceful settlement of 
world problems. The United States, as the 
leader in world affairs, will set an example of 
democratic government to be followed by all 
nations that there might be freedom from 
oppression for all people. · 

In 1953 we see the beginning of a new era 
of peace and securi ty not only for our country 
but for the world. 

IMOGENE LEGG, Accounting Depart
ment, Charleston. 

This may be wishful thinking but indications 
are that things are looking up for the U. S. A. 
Signs point to a more vigorous and more 

sensible prosecution of 
the Korean affair ; after 
Eisenhower's inaugura- _) 
tion the stalemate should 
not last much longer. 
T he issue will be resolved 
one way or another. 

I also foresee a more 
real istic - less expensi1'e 
- dealing with Europe 
in the matter of economic 
aid. Industry and labor 

will begin to work out their problems between 
themselves without Uncle Sam overbalancing 
one side or the other. Execu ti ve and legisla
tive branches of the Government will work 
together with an atmosphere of trust and good 
feeling for the most part. Reduction of econo
mic aid to Europe should mean some tax relief 
in the not too distant future. 

Liberty 

Though most people shy away from talk of 
liberty, fearing, amid the confused uses of the 
term, that whatever they hear will be some
body's propaganda, they all know at what point 
liberty begins. It is the point at which they 
resent being shoved about.-Stanley Pargellis. 
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Heavy Snow Strikes Hard At Power Lines In .Two Areas 

·-,,,...._....:.,.,._· f 
~ .. 1 

"" 

Scenes like this were typical in the Kingsport area as linemen worked long 
hours to repair the damage. J. P. Smith is atop pole with J. J. Potts below. 
Groundmen, left to right, are James W. Johnson, George Morrison and Fred 
Pierce. 

Falling Trees Plagued Kingsport Crews 
Working In Worst Storm In Many Years 

H eavy rains started falling in 
Kingsport in the early morning hours, 
turning to snow about 6:30 a. m. 
E mployees goi ng to work N ovember 
2 I gave Ii ttle though t to the t re
mendous job ahead. 

At 9:2 1 a. m. the first trouble call 
was phoned in to E . A. Clay, meter
man, handling the base station of the 
two-way rad io at the time. Service 
wires were down at a residence. 

Seven m inu tes later a call reported 
the primary neutral wire down near 
the same location. F ive m inutes later 
the third call of lines down was re
ceived. Next report came by radio 
at I 0 :31 a. m. that the first two causes 
of t rouble had been cleared and serv
ice restored. 

T hen came the deluge. Beginning 
at ·I 0 :5 5 a. m. the four telephone 
trunk lines to the Utilities were kept 
busy. 

About then the power line to the 
transmitter station on top of Bays 
Mountai n wen t ou t. When the base 

( station wen t dead, E. A. Clay set up 
"-../headquarters in Car No. 27 which he 

called "home" for the following 36 
hours. This car was the nerve center 
for all operations. H ere instructions 
went out to all crews. C . J. Bryan, 
assistant general manager, and J. W . 
Bolton, assistant meter supervisor, 
grouped the damages and directed 
the course of operations for the crews. 

D amages were scattered over the 
entire K 0 1 service areJ. At one time 

Cecil C. McClellan, truck driver
groundman, reports by two-way radio 
on progress of repairs, 

Broken branches littered many Kings
port yards and streets on the day 
following the snow storm. 

or other, about 13,000 customers 
were affected by the storm. No 
damage was done to the 22 kv circuits 
or to the business section of Kingsport. 

Three d istribution line crews under 
foreman Loomis Nutter, W inston 
M orrison and Sam Russell worked 
continuously from Friday morning 
until late Saturday night without sleep 
or rest. After a few hours' sleep, 
they were back on the j ob cleari ng 
trouble. 

Sandwiches, donu ts and coffee were 
carr ied to crews on the jobs. All 
trucks and cars were operating, ac
counting for 20 organized groups 
repairi ng damage. 

N eeding help, the Pulaski district 
was contacted by two-way radio. As 
telephone lines were down, the emer
gency message was relayed to the Gate 
C ity office, Abingdon district, and 
from there on up the l ine un til re
ceived at Pulaski. 

Monday morn ing all the main 
feeder electric power lines in all ci ty, 
rural and suburban areas had been 
restored to service. Early Wednesday 
morn ing, Sam Russell and h is crew 
reported in from the last known 
trouble call. 

Old-t imers with KUI like Roy 
Cloud, " Doc" Colli ns, Mose J ackson, 
"Cap" W ilhoit, J. E . Wright and 
others said the snow storm was the 
worst to h it the Kingsport area in 
many a yea r. T he weatherman 
agreed. 

Employees Did 
Outstanding Job 
To Clear Trouble 

Snow started falling early Friday 
morning. L ines started fa lling a few 
hours later as one of the heaviest, 
wettest snows in many years hit the 
Abingdon district and Kingsport area 
on November 2 1. 

Before the resulting t rouble was 
cleared, 19,000 Abingdon district 
customers and 13,000 KU I customers 
were affected as the snow reached 
depths from 1 0 to 14 inches. 

H itting wi th silent fury in its 
deceptive, peaceful calmness, the snow 
stuck on power lines, causing them to 
break or slap together. I t weigh ted 
the trees, breaking branches which 
sometimes fell across power and tele
phone lines. Records ind icate that 
such a storm h it the area in the win
ter of 1866. 

No Injuries 

Crews worked round the clock to 
clear the trouble. Employees repre
senting all departmen ts, including 
office girls, were "on the job." Some 
answered phones, relayed messages, 
cooked and served coffee and snacks 
to the fatigued crews, transported 
materials and acted as groundmen. 

They all did an outstanding job
and did it safely. O nly one minor 
inju ry came when a lineman slipped 
and fe ll while walking down a h ill
side. 

The cold, drivi ng snow and weari
ness from continuous duty and loss 
of sleep were hazards overcome by 
employees talking safety, studying the 
job ahead and d iscussing hazards 
before proceeding on each job. Many 
of the men were in strange territory 
and worked at night under adverse 
conditions. 

T wo-way radio communication was 
a decisive factor in the speedy restora
tion of service as communications 
were snarled. Instructions went out 
to crews giving locations, damages, 
clearances and other vital information. 
Damages were grouped by locality to 
speed repairs and eliminate unneces
sary traveling. 

Help Comes 

H elp for the laboring Ki ngsport 
line crews came from Pulaski early 
Sunday morning. The Pulaski crew 
with heavy truck and equipmen t 
pi tched in for 24 hours of continuous 
duty before a few hours' rest. 

H elping in Abingdon d istrict were 
crews from Marion and Wytheville, 
Pulaski d istrict, and from Bluefield 
and Tazewell, Bluefield district, 
which were called around noon on 
Saturday. As conditions became worse, 
additional crews came from Bluefield 
and Princeton, Bluefield district, and 
from Grundy, Welch district. 

By noon Sunday the worst was over. 
By Sunday n ight most of the lines 
were back in service despite the fact 
that sometimes after getting lines back 
in service the crews had to return due 
to a breakage at another point. 

Many letters and calls were re
ceived from pleased customers, prais
ing employees for their work. Cus
tomers cooperated wonderfully by 
meeting crews, directing them to the 
trouble and keeping others away until 
the line crews arrived. 

One I 2-year-old girl saw a line 
down near her home. She placed a 
ladder in front of it, got a Ian tern 
and stood watch until a Util ities crew 
arrived. 

Local radio stations and newspapers 
were very helpful by informing peo
ple ?f the progress made in restoring 
service. 

....~ /" <;.; ... 
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J. M. Orr, substation department, surveys possible line damage before cutting 
the tree bent under the weight of the heavy snow, Such conditions were general 
throughout the Abingdon district area. 

Widespread Damage In Abingdon Area 
Forced Men To Stay On Job For Days 

Snow began falling over the Abing
don district area about 5 a. m. on 
November 2 1 and continued in a 
regular pattern until 5:30 p. m. 
Light fa lls continued until about 9:30 
P· m. 

A few calls reporting service off 
began coming in abou t 10 a. m. By 
noon a stead v stream of calls were 
pouring in, ~ontinuing as rapidly as 
disrupted communication lines would 
permit un til Sunday afternoon. 

Local crews were dispatched to 
trouble areas as soon as the calls were 
received. U ntil Saturday noon it 
appeared they would be able to handle 
the situation. H owever, recurring 
cases of trouble on the same lines 
made it necessary to get outside help 
from crews in other districts of the 
Bluefield division. 

I n add ition to the local and outside 
crews, all office personnel that could 
possibly be used to advan tage were on 
the job. Some men worked 50 to 60 
hours without sleep. 

Most customers were sympathetic 
and co-operative. Several invited 
employees into their homes to eat, 
get warm or drink coffee when they 
had jobs wh ich took qu ite a bit of 
time in one locality. A Scott County 
fam ily fed a crew of seven a big meal 
la te one evening. 

Employees' families did their part. 
In D ickenson County where em
ployees could not get food from 
restaurants, their wives cooked meals 
and made sandwiches for the men 
forced to stay on the job for days. 
The women set up a regular cafeteria 
in the service buildi ng. Five of the 
ladies stayed on duty at the office for 
the entire week end. 

J. J. Roseberry, line foreman at left, 
and H. S. Fogleman, material clerk, 
direct Woshington County line crews. 

Fred Rosenbaum on pole and Henry 
Pierce restore service ot a rural home 
where the wire was pulled down. 

Scott County was hardest hit. 
Trouble started early Friday morning 
and by noon Saturday every line (over 
700 m iles), with the exception of 
the main 22 kv feed, had been or 
was out of service. 

Crews from seven outlying offices 
as well as two contractor crews were 
brought in to Scott County. At the 
height of the trouble, about 50 men 
and 1 5 vehicles were working in the 
cqunty. 

As there is no telephone communi
cation in the county with the excep
tion of the town of Gate City, cus
tomers had to come into town to 
report interrup tions. 

T rouble started Friday morning in 
W ashington County. Before the 
emergency was over 625 miles of line 
had been ou t of operation. Service 
was restored to 98 per cent of the 
customers by 7 p. m. Sunday. About 
40 men and I I vehicles repaired the . 
damage. 

In Russell County, over ~00 m iles 
of line were affected. All main single 
and three-phase lines were back in 
service by late Monday afternoon. 

Fourteen inches of snow in Dicken
son County disrupted service on all 
600 miles of line with the exception 
of the main 12 kv from Red Onion 
station to Clin twood. All lines were 
restored by 6 p. m. Monday. 
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Cabin Creek Plant 

Sympathy is extended Estel Crist 
on the death of his step-father. 

Margaret Matheny, senior time 
record clerk, was honored by a dinner 
party given on her birthday by Mac 
Smith of the plant and Marie Sim
mons of the Charleston office. 

Sympathy is extended E . D. Work
man on the death of his mother. 

Beckley District 

Sympathy is extended ]. A. Barker 
on the death of his infant son. 

Bern· Frmces Yeager, accounting 
departi~ent, resigned. 

New employees arc F.thcl H. Mal
colm, transmission and distribution 
department, and Donald F. H odge, 
transportation department. 

]. E. dcVcnny, transmission and 
distribution department, resigned. 

Mrs. D orothy Barker was gi,·cn a 
surprise household shower by em
ployees of the Beckley office. Mrs. 
Barker, home economist, and her 
husband, J. C . Barker, who is a sales 
representative, recently moved into 
their new home. 

Mrs. Flora Bott, Oak Hill office 
accounting department, resigned. 

Cecil L. E vans, on military lea,·e 
since 1950, has returned to work in 
the Oak Hill office accounting depart
ment. 

The distribution records section of 
the transmission and distribution de
partment held a Christmas party for 
employees and for employees who 
have transferred to other departments. 
Gifts were exchanged and a gift pre
sented to ]. W. Muir, department 
head. A. A. Cesarato, local office 
represcntati,·e of the R. H. Bouligny 
Company, was a guest: 

Philip Sporn Plant 

cw employees are ancy G. 
Scally, accounting department; Mar
tin R. Carson and Joseph R. Bailey, 
labor department. 

H. S. Morgan, shift operating 
engineer, has returned to work after 
a tonsillectomy. 

William ]. Woods, barge attendant, 
resigned. 

Gerald Kelly, maintenance helper 
on military leave, recently visited the 
pbnt while on furlough. 

John T,1ylor, maintenance helper, 
is recovering from injuries received 
in an automobile accident. 

Charleston District 

C. R. Metz has returned to work 
after an operation. 

A/ 2c H arry Sweeney, who is sta
tioned in Alaska, spent Christmas with 
his family, Mr. and Mrs. C. P . 
Sweeney. M rs. Sweeney is an em
ployee in the accounting department. 

Mrs. Mildred Huey, Kanawha 
plant, resigned. 

Mrs. Virginia M cGraw and ]. C. 
Cloud arc new employees at Kanawha 
Ri ver plant. 

Sympathy is extended Kenneth 
Estep on the death of his father. 

The Charleston accounting depart
ment held its annual Christmas Party 
at the Eagles Club on D ecember 11. 
Thirty-seven attended. 

Sympathy 1s extended D. F. 

• 

Boggess on the death of his father. 

About iO people attended the 
Kanawha Ri \'Cr plant's construction 
forces Christmas Parn· and Dance on 
D ecember I 3 at the. Club Charlban. 

S>·mpathy is extended D. C. Par
rnns on the death of his wife. 

Sympathy is extended Ela Burford, 
Kanawha River plant, on the death of 
her mother. 

Fieldale District 

Mrs. Lois Sheppard, local account
ing department, has returned to work 
after an illness. 

Mrs. Joy Webster, accounting, 
visited her husband who is stationed 
111 Kentucky with the armed forces. 

System 

Sympathy is extended orwood 
Turner, system accounting, on the 
dea th of his mother. 

Estelle Stanley, accounting, re
signed. 

Sympathy is extended Jean Fergu
son on the death of her uncle. 

Joyce Griffin, accounting, resigned. 

Sympathy is extended S. A. Thomas 
on the dea th of his mother-in-law. 

Sally Eanes, accounting, has re
turned to work after an illness. 

Bettye Lugar, accounting, resigned. 

Joe Hubbard, billing office, was 
home on leave during the holidays. 
Joe has gained 30 pounds in the serv
ice and is transferring from Texas 
to Washington. 

Buddy Williams, stationed in 
Wyoming, visited the billing office 
while home on Christmas leave. 

D ennis Oyler, billing office, re
signed. 

Mrs. Clarence Brown, wife of the 
billing office employee, has returned 
home after an operation. 

Ilene Newman is a new employee 
in the commercial department. 

Girls of the fourth floor held their 
annual Christmas dinner party at the 
Shenandoah Club on December 22. 

Roanoke District 

W. C. Reynolds, meter depart
ment, has been selected as lieutenant 
governor to aid the work of the Natu
ral Bridge District of Ruri tan 
National. 

Tommy Abshire, meter department 
employee injured in a wreck in J uly, 
has returned to work. 

Charlie Williams, meter depart
ment employee on military leave, 
spent a leave during the holidays with 
his wife, Barbara, of the accounting 
department. 

Mrs. Jane Walker, cashier, re
signed . She will be replaced by Mary 
Nelson, local accounting. D ot M ason, 
mail room, r.eplaccs Mrs. clson in 
the contract department. 

Paul Iddings is a new employee in 
the mail room. 

Mrs. cllc Phillips, local account-
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ing, had her daughter, H elen, of the 
WAVES, and son, Woodson, of the 
Medical College of Virginia D ental 
School, home for the holidays. 

Recent donors for the Red Cross 
Blood Bank include: B. T. Bn·ant, 
garage; P. L. Bailey, line; H. F. 
Carter, line; T. M. Roberts, C. F.. 
Skeen, system civi l engineering; C. T. 
Rader, line; W. W . Krebs, distri ct 
superintendent; W. P. Booker, dis
trict manager; D. B. Roberts, mana
gerial; J. T. Goggin, local account
ing; R. G. Calhoun, system account
ing, ]. M. Burnett, power sales 
department, and J. E. Hopkins, divi 
sion engineering. 

A. R. Martin, Rocky Mount office,, 
has returned from Philadelphia where 
his wife is hospitalized. 

Collected from the Roanoke office 
building for the Christmas Basket 
Bureau was $186 and five baskets. 

Lynchburg District 

Sympathy is extended Kay H udson, 
distribution-line depar tment, and 
Lawrence Hudson, managerial de
partment, on the death of thei r 
father. 

Inez Hanenkrat, accounting depart
ment, has resigned. 

George D. Burford, meter depart
ment, returned to work after an 
accident. 

L. G. Dougan, personnel super
\' isor, attended a meeting of the 

ational Counci l of Industrial Man
agement Clubs in Philadelphia on 
December I l. H e represented the 
Industrial M anagement Club of 
Lynchburg, one of 1 I clubs in the 
nation to participate in an opinion 
poll of supervisors and foremen. 

Hazard District 

H unters include Bradley D ixon, for 
birds and rabbits; Adrian Combs, for 
deer with a bow and arrow; Fred 
Barnett, for deer, and Thomas Gri f
fin, for birds. 

Jqhn Scholtens, Thomas Bunton, 
H omer Combs and Gay Boyer were 
leading characters in a recent play 
given at Lothair School by the Lothair 
Homemakers. 

Rex Craft and Earl G . Bellamy are 
new employees. 

Sympathy is extended Robert Bibb, 
commercial department, on the dea th 
of his grandmother. 

Ashland District 

W. B. Garnett, general office man
ager, has returned to work after an 
extended illness. 

Local office employees held their 
Christmas Party in the auditorium on 
December 23. 

Don C. Scott, of the Air Corps, 
visited his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
H. S. Scott, while on leave. H ome 
after a year in Korea, h e reports for 
duty in W ichita, Kansas. 

Glen Lyn Plant 

Lon ]. Whitlow has returned to 
work after an illness. 

]. C. Neely, ]. A. T hornton and 
R. F.. Hare, retired cmplo.,·ces, 1·isited 
the plant. 

F.. C. Q uiscnbe rrr mm·cd into his 
new home at Rich c·reek. 

E dd ie DcHart, maintenance man 
on military leave, recently visi ted the 
plan t. 

About 25 0 children of plant em
ployees attended the Christmas party · 
at the Glen Lyn G rade School. 

The following employees were in 
charge of arrangements fo r the em
ployee Christmas dinner: R. B. Ra t
liff, chairman, R. Y. Woodburn,]. C. 
Hare, Raymond Thompson, A. R. 
White, D . T. Brown, Dixie Brown, 
Betsy H oldren, Basil \ 'est and 0 . S. 
Knight. 

Welch District 

Sympathy is extended Perry H at
maker, distribution department, on 
the death of h is grandmother. 

Jack Lee Morgan, line department, 
is a new employee. 

Edward H. Burton and Robert 
H atfi eld , line department at W elch, 
and Bud Leste r, Grundy line depart
men t, resigned. 

Bluefield District 

F red G albraith is a new employee 
with the suf\'C}' crew. 

Mary Alice Ad kins, distribution 
records department, resigned and 
moved to St. Petersbu rg, Florida. 

A. R. Grinstead, distribution 
records department, returned to work 
after an illness. 

Charlie G arrett, meter departmen t, 
resigned. 

Kathryn M ilam returned to work 
after an illness. 

Sympathy is extended L. H. Saun
ders, Bluefield di vision personnel 
supervisor, on the death of his father. 

Abingdon District 

A. D. Rosenbalm, lineman, has 
returned to work after an illness. 

Andy Skeen has moved from Gate 
City to Abingdon while D ave Powell 
moved from Abingdon to Gate City. 

R ufus M. Bondurant, district super
vising engineer, has returned to work 
after scn·ing in the Far East and 
spending over a year in Korea wi th 
the Eighth Army Signal Battalion. 
Capt. Bondurant was officer in charge 
of the Eighth Army Main Communi
cation Center. 

Scott County employees recently 
entertained their wives and h usbands 
with a pot luck supper at the G ate 
City office. 

Stoney J ackson, employee on mili
tary leave, has been discharged from 
the Army after serving in J apan. 

Russell Fleenor, employee on mili-
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tary lca\'C, has been discharged from 
the Army after two years' sen·icc. 

Sympathy is extended Fred Rosen
balm, maintenance man, on the death 
of hi s step-father. 

Mr. and Mrs. J oe P. Gills were 
gi,•cn a going-away d inner by the 
managerial and personnel departments 
in Abingdon. Attend ing were Mr. 
and M rs. C. K. Ki rkland, Mr. and 
M rs. Paul S. D unn, Mr. and Mrs. 
J ack B. Frier and Mrs. J ames Fleenor. 

Pulaski District 

And rew L. Graham, Jr., rural dc
partmcn t, was elected treasurer of 
the Lutheran Brotherhood, Woman's 
Memorial Lu thcran Church. 

W. H. Spangler, general foreman, 
gave a safety talk to employees of 
G eneral Company at Gossan Mines, 
I ron Ridge plant. 

F red R. Poe, rural sales represcnta
ti,·e, and Mrs. Poe recen tl v visited 
the ir son at T yndall Air Fo.rce Base, 
Panama Cit,r, Florida. Billy is a 
li eutenant. 

Sympathy is extended Josephine 
Akers on the death of her mo ther. 

Jane Eberle, infan t daughter of 
H enry Morehead of the P ulaski office, 
has been a patient at Radford 
Hospi tal. 

New home economists in the dis
trict arc: Anne Giles, Pulaski office; 
Dorothy Walton, Marion, and Eliza
beth Lynch, Galax. 

Sympathy is extended H. F. Roten
berry, Byllesby maintenance man, on 
the death of his sister- in-law. 

Mrs. H arold Lawrence, w ife of 
the Christiansburg employee, is re
cuperating at home after being a 
patient in a Roanoke hospital. 

Mrs. Clayborne W irt, wife of 
the Christiansburg employee, is re
coveri ng at home after be ing 111 the 
hospital. 

Charles S. Correll, son of A. B. 
Correll of the Christiansburg office, 
has been home on leave from the Air 
Corps. 

Williamson District 

Successful Jrnn ters in Pocahontas 
County were Ernest Bailey, Everette 
Carrico, Dick Wilson, Thurman Ball, 
Babe Akers, Ben Scaff and Harold 
Akers. 

Logan District 

Mrs. Mildred Shriver, wife of 
John of the commercial department, 
is recuperating from an operation. 

Eleanor ]. Winter, commercial 
department, was appointed chairman 
of the program committee by the 
Logan Junior Woman's Club. Ann 
Pozcga, home economist, was ap
pointed entertainment committee 
chairman. 

Edith Friend, M adison office home 
economist, won first prize in the 
Crosley Contest and recei\'ed a table 
model radio. 

Robert K enny Craddock, J r., is a 
new employee in the transmission and 
distribution d epartment, replacing 
W . J. Walsh. 

Hvntington District 

Sympathy is extended E. L. Stein, 
Kenova plant superintendent, on the 
death of l1is mother. 

) 
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New Transmission Line Under Construction In Kentucky 
Construction of a new 66,000-volt 

transmission line is underway from 
Morehead to H elechawa, K entucky. 
Undertaken by both the Pikeville and 
Ashland districts, the line will inter
connect all three districts of the Ken
tucky and West Virginia Power Com
pany. 

Other facilities required in connec
tion with the 33-mile line are sub
stations and switching fac ili tics at 
M orehead, Index and H clcchawa. 
Index substation will ha1·c a capacity 
of I 5,000 ha, transforming 66,000 
to 12,000 volts. I t will sen·e West 
Liberty, Salyers1·ille and su rrounding 
communities which are being served 
from the Paintsville substation . 

H elcchawa substat ion will se rve 
H azard and Pike1·illc d istricts while 
Morehead substation wi ll scn•c Ash
land and Pikeville districts. 

Right of way on the new line was 
cleared by Charles and Thompson 
Con tractors after a su n·cy by Ashland 
district employees. The line is being 

Index substation on the new 66 kv Morehead-Helechawa line begins taking 
shape . From left : Jesse Collie r and Bill Zoellers go over plans while Raymond 
Scott, Jim Lowe, James T. McReynolds and Homer Helvey assemble station 
switches. Poles are being set on the line, as seen in the background. 

built by H oosier Engineering Com
pany. Construction is being inspected 

by F. E. P hillips, P ikeville d istrict 
employee. 

Santa Claus Visits Children At Parties 

Old Saint Nicholas made early visits to many places in the 
Southern Properties last month. He attended children's 
parties in all of the districts. The llluminator camera 
man caught Santa in the pictures above at some of the 
parties. Top row, from le h : Santa listens to a little girl's 
desires for Christmas while other Kingsport children await 
their turns. In the cente r picture, Pt. Pleasant children 
not only saw Santa, but also heard Benjamin Franklin IV, 

a mag1c1an, Bobo the Clown and Texas Slim. In the last 
picture on the top row, these Roanoke colored children got 
stockings from Santa Claus. Second row from the leh, 
Santo Claus listens to some of the Logan district and plant 
children and Santa Claus gets an assist in d istributing gihs 
at the Sporn Plant children's party. In the bottom picture, 
Santa Claus holds a couple of the tiniest youngsters at the 

A. R. Barber Named 
District Scout Officer 

A. R. Barber, H azard district 
manager, has been appointed financial 
chairman of the K entucky R i1·cr Dis
trict of the Boy Scouts of America. 

Along with his church and civic 
duties, Mr. Barber has been imtru
mental in the advancement of Scout
ing in thi s district. H e was d istrict 
chai rman in 195 0 and recei1·ed the 
" F irst Award" for district achieve
ment in the 4-0th anniversary crusade, 
the only First Award received in the 
Lonesome Pinc Council that year. 

Abingdon party. · 

Hazard Volta Club Holds 
Its Christmas Party 

Members of the Volta Club of the 
H azard office entertained after work 
D ecember 1 I with a Christm as and 
canasta party. Gifts were exchanged, 
refreshments served and canasta 
played. 

Attending were Sue Carey, Kay 
Cornett, Le~·burn Cody, M ary 
Franks, G ay Bo~·cr, 1ell Buttram, 
LaRedith Pratt, D oshia Sizemore, 
Allene Smith, J oyce Combs, Peggy 
G ambrell, Eunice D ixon, H elen 
Robertson and Louise G raef. 

• 

Mrs. Lena Moseley Gives 
Hobby Night Program 

Mrs. Lena M oseley, Bluefield dis
trict home economist, presented a 
holiday cookery program to hobby 
night enthusiasts in the company 
aud itorium. H obby night is presented 
each week by the Y. W. C. A. M rs. 
Moseley serves as chairman of the 
hobby night activities committee. 

Each year since hobby night was 
started , Mrs. M oseley g ives a program 
on hol iday cookery and gives recipes 
and menus fo r the holiday season. 
Three electric ranges were used dur
ing the program. 
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Group Donates TV Set To Hospital 

Walnut Avenue employees of the Roanoke district have a habit of ployi ng 
Santa Claus. This year, this group of employees donated a television set to the 
Polio Word of the Memorial and Crippled Children's Hospital. Above, Marshall 
Covey, standing, leh, m et e r department, and Alfred Beatty, store department, 
deliver the set as one of the little patients looks on. Previously, the same group 
contributed two hundred dollars to the Hospital Development Fund. Proceeds 
for gih~ ore made up through individual contributions and profits from soft 
drink and candy machines. Employees taking part in this project represent the 
meter, stores, distribution, garage, line, range service, substation, service and 
steam plant departments. 

Hugh Stillman To Head 
Marshall College Group 

H ugh Stillman, Hun tington divi
sion mana~er, was appointed chairman 
of an advisory comm ittee to help 
M arshall College plan its second an
nual workshop on economic education. 

T he workshop for public school 
socia l ~c i c nce teachers and others will 
be held June 3- 19 in connect ion with 
the M arshall summer term. T he 
ad1-iwr~' committee will plan the pro
gram and will be in charge of arrang
in ~ •e1·c ral scholarships to be awarded 
teachers for study at the workshop. 

Stewart H. Smith, Marshall presi
dent who made the an nouncement, 
said, " W c are pleased to ha,-e the 
arlvicc and acti1·e leade rship of Mr. 
Stillman in planning and organizing 
thi s impor t?nt program." 

Gene Leeson Appointed 
To City Of Logan Board 

Gene Lec:on, Logan distri ct stores 
snpcn•iror. recently ins appoin ted a 
member of the Ci t_,- of Logan's threc-
111 111 board of sanitation . Mr. Leeson's 
appointment was made by Mayor 
Litz M cGuire. 

Mr. L eeson also is active in other 
affai r•. H e is a member of the Ro
tHY Club and has fcn-cd as a member 
or the board of d i rectors. H e also 
shares the club's projects in boys work. 

Gene managed the Logan district 
wftball squad for the past two years. 

R. A. Sheffey Gets 
Bluefield Promotion 

Robert A. Sheffey, Jr., Abingdon 
district electrical engineer, has been 
promoted to distribution engineer 

Mr. Sheffey 

in the B l ue
field division . 

A native of 
Bluefield, he be
gan work with 
the company at 
Abingdon short
ly after gradu
ation from 
Georgia School 
of Technology 
in 194-9. Serv
ing in the Navy 

during World War II, he is married 
to the former P atricia Edwards, a 
former home economist in the Bluc
fi cld district. 

J. M. Peck, Roanoke, 
Talks On Safe Wiring 

J. M. Peck, Roanoke district area 
sa les representative, presented a safety 
ta lk on "Adequate and Safe Wiring 
in the H ome" to 350 employees. 
Some of the topics covered were types 
of entrance equipment, layout of cir
cu its, proper fusing and adequate 
w iring. 

His talk was ill ustrated with the 
Candler Board, buil t by H. L . Cand
ler of the Lynchburg district. The 
board is designed so that demonstra
tions on adequate wiring, as well as 
poor wiring, can be illustrated. 

Logan Employees Erect Manger Scene 

This manger scene erected by Logan district employees received much comment 
throughout the city. The stable, crib, costumes and lambs were all made by 
employees. Nick Roomy, Jr., Mory Elizabeth Davis, Paul Hager, Caleb White, 
James Anderson, Mildred Hannah, Syrean Baker and Bill Bias worked in the 
evenings and on week ends to make the display. Lighted in soh blue, the 
window blended with outside decorations of strings of greenery and blue lights. 
A big blue star shone from atop the building. Ed Wood, Harold Trussell, Floyd 
Hayner, Bill Johnson and Bill Bias decorated the town office. T hey also 
e rected a Santa, fireplace and tree at the service building . 
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Highlights Of The Event 
Highlights Of Year's 
Construction Program 

The companies of the Southern Properties have experienced 
an extraordinary year in building. A number of large projects 
have been placed into service while others have moved into 
various stages of construction. All have been planned-three, 
live, and even ten years ago-in order to keep our companies 
well ahead of the rapid growth and expansion wi thin the areas 
we serve. 

One of the highlights of construction in 1952 was the com
pletion of the firs t link of the giant 3 30,000-vol t transmission 
line. This new 63-mile extra-high-voltage transmission line 
extends from the Philip Sporn Plant to the Kanawha River 
Plant. I t is the Ii rst link of th is extra-high-voltage system 
which wi ll eventually connect the major A. G. & E. generating 
plants wi th the principle distribution centers. 

Construction was continuing on the Kanawha River Plant. 
The first 200,000 kw unit is scheduled to go in operation this 
spring. 

Looking back through 1952, the fourth unit at the Phil ip 
Sporn Plant was put in service in February. A new office 
building was being built at Gate Ci ty, 
Va. March also was a big month. 
Roanoke's John H ancock Station was 
linked to the system and work was 
begun on the Charleston service 
building. 

In April, construction was started 
on the 90,000 kva addition to the 
Chemical City Station at Charleston 
and the Leslie Station was energized 
at H azard. Construction of the Glen 
Lyn-Hancock l 32 kv transmission 
line was reported underway in May. 

Tenit,e Experiment 

Kingsport Utilities, began an ex
peri ment, using tenite pipe for the 
Ii rst time in a section of Kingsport's 
underground d istribution system. This 
was the first plastic pipe used as 
underground condui t. Also in Au
gust, the Pulaski district office re
model ing was begun. Ashland's first 
132 kv line was brought across the 
O hio Rive r from the South Poin t
Portsmouth line. This line is rou ted 
through the recently enlarged Belle
fonte Station at Ashland. 

In September, a six-month con
struction project was completed at 
Claytor hydro plant and Kentucky's 
Morehead-Helechawa line was begun . 

T he Fieldale office remodeling was 
~ta rted in October and the Kanawha 
Valley Power Company's hydro plants 
underwent major maintenance in the 
same month. 

Mew Service Building 

During November, sites were 
selected for the world's two large<t 
steam electric generating plants which 
will serve the Pike Countv Atomic 
Project. Sites are located ~t C hesh
ire," Gallia County, Ohio, and Madi
son, Indiana. These plants will be 
built by a group of I 5 electric 
utilities, of which Appalachian is a 
member. The contract was let for the 
construction of a new Huntington 
district service building. The Charles
ton district service building was 
occupied during this period and the 
Cave Spring Station at Roanoke was 
completed. 

LaH month, excavation work at 
Cheshire and Madison had begun. 
Two 132 kv lines were rerouted 
through the Kanawha River Plant 
Station. Beckley district's Oak Hill 
office was opened. 

Construction wise, 19 5 2 has been 
a busy year for the companies of the 
Sou them Properties. 

Training Programs Covered Many Phases Of Our Business 

Training received increased atten
tion last year. Although concerned 
with train ing employees on the duties 
of their respective jobs, instruction 
alw covered other phases of our busi
ness and relations with the publ ic. 

Directly affecting our jobs, but alw 
benefiting the public, was the con-

tinued emphasis on first aid training. 
Classes were conducted in all the 
companies with many employees 
qualifying for Red Cross certificates. 
In addition, some of these same em
ployees went on to qualify as instruc
tors so they could teach classes in 
their communi ties. 

Keene White uses flannel board to illustrote Kingsport 
presentation of "This Is Our Problem." He, Prince Thorn
ton of Bluefield and other employees took this program 
and the "Vote" presentation ta many thousands includ
ing outside groups as well as employees. 

Sofety Stressed 

Men received special instruction 
in cooperation with the Red Cross 
in the new method of artificial 
respiration, taking the programs to 
employees of the three companies as 
an addition al part of the first aid 
program. Safety programs covering 
a wide range of subjects were regular 
features during last year. 

Employee Information Programs 
continued through the year as we 
learned more about our business and 
its relation to government and to our 
customers. Facts about our national 
economy and finances and a program 
about the power of our vote in elec
tions shared the spotlight of ETP 
schedulings. Many employees who 
acted as leaders of the sessions took 
the presentations before outside com
munity and civic groups interested m 
the same subjects. 

Some employees participated in 
drivers' programs stre3sing physical 
fitness, knowledge and attitude. Other 
groups were undertaking a public re
lations course to improve employee
customer relations with recommenda
tions which they themselves made, 
recognizing the need for improved 
relations. 

Teamwork Helps Bring Many Awards 
To The Southern Properties Companies 

Throughout the Southern Properties, 
pride and teamwork have been largely 
responsible for both companies and in
dividuals winning numerous awards 
during the past year. H ere are a few 
achievements which have given them 
outstanding recognition quring 1952. 

The Kentucky and West Virginia 
Power Company, for its outstanding 
range promotion program in 19 5 I, was 
named winner of the , George A. 
H ughes Award. The presentation was 
made at the Edison Eleqtric Institute 
meeting in Chicago. Appalachian won 
the Frank Watts Award for its educa
tional and promotional activities in 
agriculture. This honor was presented 
by the Farm Journal magazine. A 
Kingsport Utilities' home economist 
was named winner of the Laura McCall 
Award which is sponsored by the Mc
Call'1 magazine. 

• 

Kentucky, on a nation-wide basis, 
was winner of merchandising utili
ties entered in the H otpoint contest. 
Kentucky also won the Philip Sporn 
trophy for their work in 195 I while 
the Bluefield division and the Ashland 
district were named winners of the 
Graham Claytor Award. Bluefield di
vision also won the M. C. Funk Award. 
The Point Pleasant district and the 
Charleston di vision won top hone 1 

the over-all Seven Months' Sales l-...<t
paign. 

Individually, Carl E. Buck, Charles
ton district lineman, became the twelfth 
Southern Properties employee to re
ceive the Edison Electric Institute 
Medal for life-saving. 

There were many other commenda
tions but all point to the friendly com
petition and teamwork which has been 
displayed in the Southern Properties. 
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~ul Year 1952 In Review 
fhree Companies' Customers 
A.nd Load Increase In Year 

From a business standpoint 195 2 
ould be called a historic year. 

Probably the most historic event oc
urred in October afte r many months 
f preparation and study. On October 
;, 1952, the Ohio Valley Elect ric 
:orporation signed a con tract with the 
,tomic Energy Commi ss ion to supply 
,800,000 kilowatts of power to the 
ew AEC diffusion plant to be buil t at 
'iketon, Ohio. 

The Ohio Valley Corporation 1s 
:>m osed of 1 5 companies, one of 

is Appalachian. 

Company Film 

After several months of filming, our 
:impany movie made its debut in the 
outhern Properties. Entitled, " In 
lur Part of the Country,'' the film l1as 
een shown to all employees in the 
ou thern Properties and to many 
undreds of our customers. 

Wage Increase Given 

Announcement was made by man
~ement in June that a general wage 
1crease, the four th since J anuary, 
950, would be given. The increase 
•as retroactive to April 1. Part of it 
•as paid on June 5 and, in accordance 
•ith government regula tions, the re
tainder was paid in September. 

New Peak 

Our companies conti nued to meet 
eavy demands for electric power. N ew 
1dustrial customers accounted for a 
ortion of this with the remainder com-
1g from increased demands of existing 
ustomers. The peak load on the 
outhern Properties system reached 

new highs in January, August, Septem-. 
ber and N ovember. The November 
peak of 1, 17 6,400 kw was reached on 
Armistice day. On November IO, on 
the American Gas and Electric System 
a record. peak of 2,826, 10.0 kilowatts 
\itas set. 

Bi-Monthly Billing 

A new procedure of billing our cus
tomers on a bi-monthly basis, started in 
May, 1949, is now in operation in all 
d istricts in the Kentucky and West Vir
ginia Power Company and Appalachian. 
This billing procedure has resulted in 
an annual saving to the companies of 
about 85 cents a customer. 

Customer Growth 

The three companies continued to 
n\ake gains during 1952 in the num
ber of customers served. 

For the twelve months ending No
vember, 1952, a total of 16,702 cus
tomers were added. Kentucky and 
W est Virginia Power Company had a 
gain of 1,630 customers; Kingsport 
Utilities gained 435 customers and Ap
palachian had an increase of 14,63 7. 
Along wi th this gain has gone an in
crease m kilowatt hour sales. 

Plant Efficiency 

The Philip Sporn Plant set a national 
record for efficiency during 1950 ac
cording to Federal Power Commission 
reports, w hich were made public early 
in 195 2. 

These are only a few of the high
lights of an eventful year in the busi
ness cf furnishing electric power to 
customers in parts of four states. 

:hanges Take Familiar Faces To Many 
>faces Around Three-Company System 

During 1952 many changes occurred 
1 the personnel of the three companies. 
'or the most part familiar faces ap
eared in new places. 

A change in top management oc
urred with the promotions of G. L. 
'urr to vice president and general man
ger of Appalachian; the naming of 
~ - E. Doyle as vice president of Ken-
1cky and West Virginia Power Com
any and the appointment of J. E. 
Vright to the vice presidency of 
:ingsport Utilities. M . C. Funk re-
1·· "'d as a vice president and director 

three companies. 

The establishment of the system 
istribution department at Roanoke 
rough t the promotion of John Nash 
·om Bluefield to system distribution 
ngineer and the promotion of H. F. 
.ozier of Huntington to the post of 
;sistant system distribution engineer. 

Fill New Jobs 

Appalachian's system commercial de-

partment had some promotions and ad
di tions of personnel. H. L. Cushing 
was n amed assistant commercial man
ager and L. L. Koontz was moved up 
to svstem rural and residential sales 
supe~visor . B. D. Painter, Bluefield 
division commercial manager, was 
named to the position of system com
mercial sales1 supervisor and D. M. 
Miller of Huntington became the com
pany's first industrial agent. 

Both Appalachian and Kentucky and 
West Virginia Power Company got new 
purchasing agents. U. K. Vaught of 
Ashland was promoted to Roanoke as 
purchasing agent for AEP Co. succeed
ing M . T yle r Stowers who died. F. M. 
J enn ipgs of Pikevi lle became the new 
purchasing agent for the Kentucky 
Company. 

With the continuing process of as
sembling operating personnel for the 
new Kanawha Power Plant came the 
selection of J. B. H arreld from Phil ip 
Sporn Plant as assistant manager at 
Kanawha River. 

Outstanding Record Made By Employees Serving Area 
Communi ty service by employees 

rcfl...cted credit upon employees and 
upon the three compan ies. Activities 
ranged from dramatic rescues to 
simple but dedicated service in com
munity clubs and organizations. 

F.mployees attending to everyday 
du ties in their areas found many 
emergencies facing them during the 
year. Knowledge of first aid and 
judgment helped them meet severe 
tests when human li fe depended upon 
their action. 

Handling Eme rgencies 

T o give some indication of the 
varied types of emergencies they were 
called upon to handle, consider these: 
rescuing two men pinned under a 
car and giving them firs t aid; rescuing 
a woman from a burning home; 
rescuing a fellow employee from a 
hot line and applying pole- top resusci-

tation in time to save his life; at
tempting to rescue a truck driver 
trapped in 30 feet of water as the 
thermometer registered a cold 18 de
grees. These are but a few of services 
which employees performed during 
the yea r. 

M ore employees entered the mili
tary sen'ice during the year and 
several were decorated for bravery and 
service. Several returned to work 
after fighting in Korea. One gave his 
life in Korea. 

Several employees were rewarded 
by youth groups for their contribu
tions and others received distin
guished awards for community service. 
This work of employees included 
serving as blood donors, as life saving 
crew and volunteer fire department 
members, as first aid instructors, as 
flood wall crews, as radio operators 
during a sta te forest fire emergency, 

as construction crews to build ball 
fields for youngsters. 

Social and Civic Activities 

Socially, employees held parties and 
picnics. Sports received attention as 
company sponsored teams competed in 
civic leagues and against each other 
for championship honors. 

Serving in civic clubs, employees of 
the three companies held every pos
sible position. M any were officers in 
charitable organizations and assisted in 
fund drives; others served in fraternal 
and service organizations. Still others 
worked in scout organizations, in 
Chambers and Junior Chambers of 
Commerce, in you th groups and 
school organizations, in community 
development and church groups, in 
engineering societies and many, many 
others. 

Area Development Gets Boost From Companies' Work 
Development of our areas received 

attention throughout the year as we 
worked with industries, communities, 
towns and· groups in comprehensive 
programs aimed at improving area 
income and living standards. 

Personnel of the Kentuckv and 
W est Virginia Power Company com
mercial department cooperated with 
Chambers of Commerce, railroad in
dustrial agents and other informed 
oeople in joint efforts to solve prob
lems of community and industrial 
development of eastern Kentucky. 

Three Areo Programs 

In the Beckley area where an ex
tensive program is underway to en
co•1rage local industry, improve area 
income and ru ral communi ties, em
o1oyees were active. In two com
munity development programs in 
Virginia, employees worked withi n 
the competing communities in either 
the Roanoke or Bristol area con tests. 

Location of several big new in-

dustries in the territory gave indus
trial development added impetus. 
Along with this went the appoin tment 
of an Appalachian industrial agent to 
give further support to the program. 

In efforts aimed at improving me 
of electric service in rural areas with 
the resulting raised li ving standards, 
the companies presented educational 
exhibits at fairs, conducted vo-ag 
teacher train ing schools and cooking 

schools for youngsters and adults. 
They helped these youth by working 
with them on electrical projects re
lating to 4-H and FFA programs. 

Electrical schools taught by com
pany personnel offered many thou
sands of rural youth the opportunity 
to participate in regional, state and 
national contests. Both Kentucky and 
W est Virginia and Appalachian spon
sored 4-H contests. 
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R. R. Lucas Completes 
35 Years Service In 
Charleston District 

Mr. Lucas 

R. R. Lucas, a member of the 
C harleston district stores department, 
completed 3 S years of service with 
the company D ecember S. 

M r. Lucas began his career in 
the elect rical utility business with the 
W est Virginia W ater and E lectr ic 
Company in 19 17. At that time, 
Luke, as he is known to fr iends, was 
employed as a bookkeeper. H e re
mai ned in bookkeeping for about 
fiftee n years. In 1932, M r. Lucas 
was transferred to the stores depart
ment. 

M r. Lucas, a life-long resident of 
the Kanawha Valley, \\'as born at Villa, 
West Virginia, in 1893. 

Carman Is Named 
Resident Engineer At 
Kyger Creek Plant 

F red R. Carman has been named 
resident engi neer of the new Kyger 
Creek Pla nt of the Oh io Valley Elec
tric Corpontion. T he plant is under 
construction al Cheshire, Ohio. 

A native of Addison, Ohio, M r. 
Carman has been resident engineer 
for Appalachian in charge of con
struction on Units 3 and 4 at Phi lip 
Sporn P lant. 

C. J. Bryan Elected 
Treasurer Of Chamber 

Clarence J. Brpn, assistant general 
manage r of Kingsport U ti li ties, was 
-:lected treasurer of the Ki ngsport 
Chamber of Commerce H a meeting 
of the Board of D irectors on D ecem
ber 22. H e has se rved as a d irector 
in the organization. 

Active in other civic organizations, 
lie is chairman of the Kingsport City 
School Board and has served in many 
capaci ties on the Community C hest. 
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Appalachian Electric Power Company 

Abingdon District - 5 YEARS: J osephine L. P izzuto, accounting de
partment. 

Beckley District - 5 YEARS: R. V. West, accoun ting and F.loi€e D. 
P ierce, meter department. 

Bluefield District - 25 YF.ARS: Paul Shawver, commercial department. 
20 YEARS: George W ilburn, engineering department. 5 YEARS: Junior 
F.. Chapman, lineman and F.arl E. Gragg, l ineman . 

Cabin Creek Plant - IO YEARS: W. R. Robinson, E. C. Kingery, 
L. R. Brewer, W. H. Crowl and D . C. Casto, production department. 
YEARS: B. L. Cooper, production department. 

Charleston District - 35 YEARS: W alter Price, distribution department 
and R. R. Lucas, stores department. 15 YEARS: Brook Miller, garage de
partment. 10 YEARS: Anna B. Chambers, garage department. 5 YEARS: 
E1·elyn S. Lawrence, accounti ng department. 

Logan District - 15 YEARS: J. A. Kovich, transmission and distribution 
le.paUment. 5 YEARS: Eleanor vVinte1,;,i commercial department. 

Lynchburg District - 25 YEAR S: Robert D. Curtis, transm ission and 
istribution department. 15 YEARS: Aaron L. W ard, distribution depart-
1ent. 

Point Pleasant District - 5 YEARS: Bern ice Roush, accounting depart
ment. 

Pulaski District - 15 YEARS: W. R. Elkins and C. A. Shepherd, trans
mission and distribu tion department. 

Roanoke District - 15 YEARS: Louise M. Snyder, commercial depart
ment. 5 YEARS: B. T . H artwell, line department. 

System Office - 5 YEARS: Eula B. Bradford, perwnncl department. 

Welch District - 30 YEARS: Johnston M. Spence, sen·ice department. 

Kingsport Utilities, Inc. 

15 YEARS: C. E. H olyoke, d istribution department. 

Kentucky and West Virginia Power Company 

Ashland District - 1 O YEARS: T . M. Watkins, engineering depart
ment and Mrs. Marie Kibbey, accounting departmen t. 

Employee Left Stranded 
As Victim Takes Truck 

Sucker ! 
That's how D ean Jenkins felt after 

being a Good Samaritan on December 
14. D ean was left stranded when a 
m~n pulled from a wrecked car dro1•e 
off with his truck. 

En route t.o Logan late at ni~ht' to 
work the next da1·, the Huntington 
rli5trict emplo~·ee ~topped at Ferrell<
burg w11en he saw a car had run 01'er 
on embankment. H e went Ol'er the 
bank to pull two people ou t of the 
car. 

While he was summoning aid fo r 
one of the victims, the other got into 
the company truck and drove off. 
After much activitv bv local and state 
police, the "lost" tru~k was fou nd. 

The man who "borrowed" it was 
placed in jail. 

George J. Lineberry, 
Retired We lch Man, 
Died December 2 

Mr. Lineberry 

Thomas Substation Capacity Doubled 
George J. Lineberry, 62, retired 

Welch district employee, died follow
ing a heart attack on D ecember 2. 
Mr. L ineberry had been a patient at 
a Princeton, W. \ 'a., hospital for 
about a week at the time of his death. 

Capacity of Tho mas substation was doubled after the work of these men of the 
Grundy distribution department and the Welch district substation department. 
They installed three additional 500 kva transformers and three single phase 
voltage regulators at the station near Grundy, Virginia . The station serves some 
coal mines, a N&W yard and about SO miles of rural distribution lines. 

Mr. Lineberr~· , who retired July 
1, 19 5 0, was employed by the com-

pany in 19 19. At the time of h is 
retirement, he had completed about 
thirty-one yea rs of service. Shortly 
after retiring, he moved to Pri nceton 
where lie made his home. 

H e was a native of Carroll Coun ty, 
Virginia. H e was a member of the 
F irst Baptist Church, W elch; Moose 
Lodge I 094, W elch ; Knights of 
Pythias, Davy, and the Raj ah Temple 
No. 1 9 5, Roanoke. 

H e is sufl'i1·ed by his widow, Mrs. 
Ella Walls Lineberry; one son, 
Howard Lineberry, Galax, Virginia; 
four daughters, Mrs. Marjori e Flesh
man, Beckle;v; Mrs. Georgetta 
Thomas, Macon, Ga.; Mrs. Dolly 
Eunice, Lynchburg, and Mrs. H elen 
Young, of W elch. Also surviving: Mrs. 
Marjorie Mooney, Princeton, a sister, 
and one brother, Wilburn Lineberry, 
of P ulaski. 
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Four Veterans Get Service Pins 

These four men have worked for the company 20 years or longer. Top row 
from left are : J. M. Spence, Welch, J•t) years, and Paul Shawver; Bluef ield, 25 
years. Second row: R. D. Curtis, Lynchburg, 25 years, and George Williams, 
Bluefie ld, 20 yea rs. 

C. A. Zoellers Will 
Lead March Of Dimes 

C. A. Zoellers, H azard district 
commercial manager, recently was 
re-appointed chairman of the annual 
March of Dimes campaign fo r Perry 
County. 

Mr. Zoellers 

Mr. Zoellers, 
as head of the 
1952 d r ive, 
con du c t ed a 
campaign which 
exceeded its 
quota. 

Mr. Zoellers 
1 s active 
in other civic 
affairs. H e is a 
member and 
former presi

dent of the Hazard Kiwanis Club 
and a member of the Perry Count.v 
4-H Club Ad1·ison· Council. H e 
scn•ed as president ~f both organiza
tions last year. 

A graduate of the Uni1·ersity of 
Ke ntucky, Mr. Zoellers has been 
employed by the company since 1947. 

A. G. & E. Common Stock 
Split To Be Voted On 

American Gas and Electric Co. 
shareowners will vote January 27 on 
a proposed spli r-up of common stock 
on a 2-for-1 basis. 

Tf appro1·ed b;v the shareowners 
and the Securities & Exch an~e Com
mis~i on, this action would have the 
effect of reducing the pre•ent cost of 
a si ngle share of stock by approx i
matel.1r one-hal f, mak ing it possible for 
more people to purcha€e stock, an\l 
re<ulting in a more acti1·e ma rket and 
wider public ownership. P rice of a 
sha re now is about $6S.75. 

The proposed split-up would 
double the number of shares outstand
in~ but would reduce the par value 
of e1ch fhare from $I 0 to $5. Owner
ship percentagewife and total par 
1·alue of the stock would remain the 
same, onl.v the number of shares would 
change. . 

Recommendation that the spli t be 
l'Oted on bv the shareowners was 
made at a me~ti ng of the A . G . and F.. 
board of directors on October 29. 

Appa lachia n Electric Power Company 

Abingdon District - Carson Carmichael from area sales representative to 
commercial sales representative. 

Beckley District - E . R. Miller from transportation department to com
mercial department and J. C. Barker from area sales representative to dealer 
sales representative. 

Cabin Creek Plant - H arry L . Ballard, Frank H . Campbell, J eanne 
Creasey, D. E. Everson, B. D. M yers, G. S. Farthing, J. L. Bryant, C. E. 
Farley, R. W. Trail, Floyd McDaniels, J. E. M cClain, Eugene P roctor and 
R. L. Bias from Cabin Creek P lant to Kanawha River Plant. 

Charleston District - C. C. Harper from serviceman C to serviceman B. 
Logan District - Paul Adams from maintenance man B to maintenance 

man A and Forest Browning from lineman C to lineman B. 

Philip Sporn Plant - James F. Russell and Gerald E . Michael from 
laborer to maintenance helper; Edwin 0. Baldwin from coal handler to main
tenance helper; Eddie :-\.. Ryan from maintenance helper to maintenance man; 
Sidney P. Fitzgerald, William L. Will, Charles B. Gordon, 1orman L. Yauger, 
D em·er L. Rice, James H. Ball, William F.. Sti1'ers, Major F. Justis, Arthur 
H. H ill, Gai l P. Buck and Ra~·mond L. Cole from maintenance helpers to 
junior maintenance men; and Man·in T. Roush from assistant control opera
tor to control operator. 

Kingsport Utilities, Inc. 

H arold L . Powers from lineman C to PBX operatoi·, meter department. 
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Talent Show By Cabin Creek Families 

Four of the 18 performances at the Talent Show presented by Cabin Creek 
plant employees and their families are shown above. About 350 people at
tended the 2 J/2 hour show of music, singing, dancing, skits and other entertain
ment. Held in Chelyan Junior High School gymnasium, refreshments were 
served at intermission. Audience reaction was so complimentary that another 
Talent Show may be presented. TOP LEFT: Carolyn Bryant and Susie Steele 
present a dance du et, accompanied by Jean Hill. TOP RIGHT: Joe and Jeanne 
Creasey entertain with some songs. BOTTOM LEFT: Jess McClain and Gilbert 
Farthing get the audience laughing with their black face skit. BOTTOM RIGHT: 
Ella Mae Totte n presents a dance routine, accompanied by the West Virginia 
Ramblers. 

~ lRt\\l Slrribals 
JUANITA JOAN is • new arrivol at the 

home of Mr. and Mrs. Carlyn Byrd. She was 
born December 13, Mr. Byrd is e mployed at 
ll:izard. 

KATHERI NF. l.UCILLF. arrived at the home 
of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel E. R ussell on Decem· 
bcr z. ~tfr. Russel1 is employed at King~port. 
~IR. A'.':D MRS. G. 0. HOLLAND are the 

pttrcnu or a dau~htcr, Beverly Ann, born No
vember 2 Q . Mr. H olland is employed at Point 
Plca s.'.rn t. 

ARTllUR EVERETT is the new son of Mr. 
:tnd Mrs. George \V. Abshire. Arthur was born 
November 22. Mr. Abshire is employed nt 
Cabin Creek P lont. 

MR. AND ~IRS. B. L. COOPER arc the 
parents 0£ a daughter, Carolyn, born December 
;. Mr. Cooper is employed at Cabin Creek 
Plant. 

M ICHAEL DWAIN arrived at the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. M . 0 . D odd on December 2. Mr. 
Dodd is employed at Cabin Creek Plant. 

LOIS GAIL is the new doughter of Mr. and 
~1rs. Leonard C rum. Lois Gail was born De
cember 10. 1'1r. Crum is employed at Logan. 

Noka Carter Named 
Boosters' Secretary 

1oka J ane Carter, a member of the 
Beckley district personnel department, 
recently was elected secretary of the 
Woodrow W ilson Boosters Club. 

The Boosters Club is an organiza
tion founded to support acti1·ities of 
the high school. The Boosters obtain 
funds for the purpose of aiding in 
the expenses incurred in sports and 
other activi tics. 

MISS NELL ELIZABETH E LLER to P vt. 
Wayne 0. Neinke. Miss Eller is employed in 
t he system commercial department, R oanoke. 

MISS DORIS DOTSON to George Bruce 
J ones. Miss Dotson is employed at \Villiamson. 

MISS JACK IE WHEELER to Doc R ice. 
l\liss \\' heeler is employed at Ashland. 

THE ILLUMINATOR 

Joule Club Holds 
Christmas Dance 

Joule Club members of the Hunt
ington office entertained with a 
C hristmas dinner-dance on D ecember 
12 in the ballroom of the Governor 
Cabell H otel. About 70 members and 
guests attended. 

During inte rmission, specialty dance 
numbers were given by members of 
the Arth ur Murray School of D anc
ing. Stella But trick, a member of the 
club who is a graduate of the school, 
also performed. 

Mrs. Koiner Resigns 
And Is Married 
To C. W. Lovell 

Ann Louise Koiner is being presented 
a sterling silver punch bowl ladle by 
C. C. Darrah, assistant manager af 
the Beckley district, an behalf of the 
employees. The occasion marked the 
resignation of Mrs. Koiner after 25 
years af service as secretary to t hree 
Beckley district managers. She was 
married to C. W . Lavell, assistant 
manager of the Charleston division, 
on December l 0 in ceremonies at 
Beckley. 

Mrs. Ferrell Honored 
By Girls' Service Club 

Mrs. W . E. Ferrell, Jr., recent 
bride, was honored by the Bluefield 
Girls' Sen-ice Club ;t a tea in the 
company auditorium on D ecember 
16. About 40 members attended. 

Nancy Williamson, president, wel
comed the guests. The club pre
sented the honoree with a corsage of 
w hi te shattered carnations. Zelda 
Alderson presented Mrs. Ferrell with 
a gift of china on behalf of the club. 

Mrs. Lois Rounion played piano 
selections throughout the tea. Patsy 
M ahoney, social committee chairman, 
was in charge. PAUL ST E\'EN is a new orrival at the home 

of Mr. and Mrs. Lacy II. Wallace. Paul Steven 
w:u born December 5. Mr. Wallace is em
ployed at Narrows. 

MR. AND MRS. GEORGE BURNS arc the 
rents of a daughter, Cheryl June, born De

~mber 5. Mr. Burns is employed at Philip 
:lporn Plant. 

Girls' Service Club lnstaIIs Officers 

FRA 'CES ELANE is • new arrival at the 
home of M r. and ~1rs. T ommy Simmon!'. 
F rances was born December 5. Mr. Simmons is 
employed at Philip Sporn Plont. 

M R. AND MRS. GERALD CLARK arc the 
parents of a son, Gerry Gene, born December 6. 
Mr. Clark is employed at Philip Sporn Plant. 

MARY VAL!REE arri\'ed at the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Chorles W. Ponnell on No,cmber 
19. Mr. Pannell is employed at Philip Sporn 
Plant. 

MR. AND MRS. J . E. AGEE arc the p01ents 
of • son, J. E. Agee, Jr., born November 24. 
Mr. Agee is employed at Beckley. 

DENNIS WILLI AM arri"ed ot the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. William Brown, Jr .. No\cmber 
30. Mr. Brown is employed at Beckley. 

SUE ELLEN is the new daughter of ~Ir. and 
Mrs. George R. Smith, Jr. Sue Ellen w:l~ born 
November z3. Mr. Smith is employed :n Pulaski. 

MR. AND MRS. E . W. DEHART are the 
pa rents of a d:iughter born December :z. Mr. 
De!Iort is emplo)•ed at Glen Lyn Plant. 

MR. AND MRS. CHARLES STA YTO ' ore 
the parents of a daughter, Sharon Evelyn, born 

ovember 24. ?\1r. Stayton is employed at 
Pikeville. 

M R. AND M RS. ANDREW POULOS ore 
the parents of a son bOrn December 14 . Mr. 
Poulos is employed at Pikeville. 

LORENE SUSAN arrived at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. S. A. Thomas on December 3. Mr. 
TI1omas is an employee at Roanoke. 

MR. A D MRS. L. R. BUCHANAN are the 
parents of a son, Lewis Richard, born Decem
ber 19. Mr. Buchanan is employed at Roanoke. 

The Bluefie ld Girls' Service Club recently installed 1953 officers at a Christmas 
luncheon which was h eld in the company auditorium. The new officers from 
the left are : Virginia Howe ll, treasurer; Ola Adkins, secretary; Zelda Alderson, 
vice president , and Betty Farley, president. The installation was conducted by 
Nancy Williamson, acting president. Other members on t he program were : 
Lina Light, Helen Sue Spangler, and Lois Rounion . Patsy Mahaney and the 
social committee were in charge of the program. Alfred White, portraying 
Santa, distributed gifts to the membe rs. 

Page 9 

Eight Couples United In Marriage 

Here are some af the brides and a bridal couple who were married recently. 
Top row, from left : Mrs. Ernest C. Turley, Charleston and Mrs. D. N . Thomp
son, · Jr., Roanoke. Second row: Mr. and Mrs. Willis Dudding , New Haven, 
W . Va., and Mrs. D. P. Blankenbeckler, Kingsport. 

Roush-Andrews 

Miss Alice Ann Roush became the 
bride of Raymond Andrews ovem
ber 22. Lt. Andrews is the son of 
H oward Andrews, manager of Philip 
Sporn Plan t. 

Hatcher-Thompson 
Miss Mary Margaret Hatcher be

came the bride of D Lmn Newberry 
Thompson, Jr. , on December 6 at 
Roanoke, Virginia. Mrs. Thompson 
is empl9yed at Roanoke. 

Schwab-Dudding 

Miss Betty Joann Schwab and 
Willis L. Dudding were united in 
marriage on No,·cmber 2 1 at New 
H a1·en, W. Va. Mr. Dudding is em
ployed at Philip Sporn Plant. 

Sexton°'.'Blankenbeckler 

Miss Sadie H ouchins Sexton be
came the bride of D . P. Blanken
beckler on November 20 at Kingsport, 
T enn. Mr. Blankenbeckler 1s em
ployed at Kingsport. 

Danbury-Hesson 

Miss Shirley Lavern Danbury and 
Shirley Eugene H esson were united 
in marriage on D ecember 8 at New 
Haven, W. Va. Mr. H esson is em
ployed at P hilip Sporn P lant. 

Millard-Turley 

Miss Pansy Alice Mi llard became 
the bride of Ernest Cyril Turley 

Tovember 29 at St. Albans, W . Va. 
Mrs. Turley is e~ployed at Charles
ton. 

Mrs. Dorothy Barker 
Aids Red Cross Group 

Mrs. Dorothy Barker, Beckley dis
trict home economist, is helping the 
Raleigh County Chapter of the 
American Red Cross by givi ng in
structions to members of their Can
teen Corps. 

Mrs. Barker 1s instructing the 
members of the corps in the proper 
m ethods to prepare food for persons 
who have donated blood. 

The Canteen Corps is a group of 
1·olunteer women who prepare and 
serve food to persons donating blood 
at the Red Cross bloodmobile. 

Miller-Wellman 
Miss Marilynn Miller became the 

bride of Bill W ellman D ecember 5. 
Mrs. W ellman 1s employed at 
Ashland. 

W yatt-Eanes 
Mrs. Gertrude W yatt and John 

Walker Eanes were united in marriage 
on No,·cmber 27 at M artinsville, Va. 
Mr. Eanes is employed at F ieldale. 

Logan Club Olficers 

Appa-Lassie Club officers above were 
elected at the Christmas dinner party 
of the Logan club. Seated, from left: 
Margaret Tyler, president; Mary Alice 
Fowler, first vice president, and Mary 
Elizabeth Davis, second vice president. 
Standing : Birdie Messinger, secretary, 
and June Ann Abdoney, treasurer. 
About 20 members attended the party. 
Gifts were exchanged and two baskets 
were filled with canned goods and a 
turkey for two families . 

Hazard Show Model 

Sue Carey, Hazard district home 
economist, models for one of the lead
ing department stores in Hazard at 
the recent Home and Auto Show in 
Memorial Gymnasium. The two-piece 
wool dress features a black and red 
check skirt with the blouse of !"latch
ing red. Accessories are black. 



Page 10 

James Oxley Raises Ponies As Hobby, 
Much To The Delight 01 Three Sons 

Master horsemen are these boys, sons of James Oxley, who gives little Dannie 
Joe, 3, a slight assist. Jimmy, 8, and Dickie, 6, are a lot more experienced 
and a bit more confident. 

Any boy would like to have a 
father whose hobby is raising ponies. 
And the three sons of J ames Oxley, 
laboratory attendant at Glen Lyn 
plant, are just that lucky. 

Mr. Oxley not only raises ponies 
but teaches them tricks. Some of their 
stunts include shaking hands, parking, 
sitting down and hugging and kissing. 

H e has taught one of his present 
stallions to seesaw on a large board 
placed across a log. The pony puts 
two feet on each side and rocks back 

Son Of Huntington 
Man Is Given Honor 
At Marshall College 

J ames A. York, son of A. W. York, 
Huntington district assistant stores 
supervisor, has taken his place as 
representative of his Marshall College 
cfass. Senate members were elected 
last spring. 

James is a political science major 

James York 

at Marshall and 
hopes to enter 
law school fol
lowing his grad
uation. H e is 
president of Phi 
Eta Sigma and 
treasurer of 
L ife Pla nnin g 
Week for the 
coming year. 

While a stu-
dent at Huntington High School, he 
was the president of the senior class 
and was awarded a medal for out
standing work. 

Howard Hamilton, 
Roanoke, Elected 
To Office In Club 

Howard M. H amilton, system bill
ing supervisor, Roanoke, recently was 
elected secretary-treasurer of the Roa
noke Kiwanis Club. Mr. Hamilton 
will serve the Roanoke organization 
during the 19 5 3 term. 

Since becoming a Kiwanian in 
1932, H oward 
has worked on 
many projects. 
He was a mem
ber of the board 
of directors for 
two terms. 

Mr. H amil
ton also is active 
in church and 
civic affairs. He 

Mr. Hamilton is a member 

and elder of the Second Presbyterian 
Church, Roanoke, and serves as 
treasurer of the church's building 
fund. 

H oward is a 32-year veteran with 
the company. H e was transferred to 
Roanoke in April, 1927 from the 
Indiana & Michigan Electric Com
pany. 

and forth. 

H avi ng trained about 3 5 ponies, 
he has his teaching routine down pat. 
H e says: " I never give them sugar or 
anything as it distracts their attention. 
I t also teaches them to nibble on you." 

H e keeps from three to six ponies 
on hand at a t ime, selling them after 
they are trained. Confidentially
and this comes straight from the 
horse's mouth-two new arrivals are 
expected among the ponies in early 
spring. 

First Aid Work Of 
Williamson Workers 
Praised By Doctor 

First aid given an injured woman 
by W illiamwn district employees was 
recently commended by her husband, 
a doctor. 

The Jction of employees dates back 
to November 9 when a car driven by 
Mrs. Robert A. Lawson skidded off a 
highway and h it a company truck. 
M en from the truck were figh ting a 
fo rest fire near-by. 

Seeing the accident, they returned. 
G iving first aid, they applied a com
press to a head injury. 

Kermit Epperly, li neman, accom
panied Mrs. Lawson to the hospital, 
giving add itional assistance on the 
way. H e received a letter from her 
husband, Dr. Lawson of Lawson 
Clinic, Red J acket, West Vi rginia. 

In commending Mr. Epperly and 
other employees who helped, Dr. 
Lawson said in part: 

" I would like to take this oppor
tuni ty to thank you for the kindness 
you showed my wife and for the 
prompt undivided attention that you 
gave her. I fee l strongly that it was 
a great factor in her recovery and 
reduced the seriousness of the injury. 

"I have been unable to find the 
names of the people who drove Ruth 
to the hospital. If you have this in
formation would you please send it to 
me. 

"Again let me thank you from the 
bottom of my heart." 

Mysterious Case Of 
Missing Man Solved 

An Abingdon district office em
ployee was acting as a groundman 
during the trouble resulting from the 
snow storm. The li neman sent the 
fledgling groundman to the truck "to 
get clearance." (Clearance is a term 
used to hold the l ine open by con
tacting the radio dispatcher.) 

When the office employee didn't 
return, the lineman returned to the 
truck. H e found his " helper" stand
ing by the truck. 

The office employee explained, 
" I've been here all the time and that 
guy Clarence never did show up." 
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Beckley Employees 
Hold Annual Dance 

Members of the Beckley district 
Appaleisure Club recently were en
tertained at their Annual Thanksgiv
ing Dance. This affair was held at 
the Twin Oaks Country Club. 

I n addi tion to dancing, those at
tend ing also enjoyed a buffet dinner. 
Music was supplied by a local orches
tra. 

The Appaleisure Club is a recrea
tional organization for the employees 
of the Beckley district. 

Lighting Program Given 
For McDowell Educators 

A lighting program on student 
study cen ters was presented by Sarah 
Moore, Bluefield division lighting 
specialist, and Eleanor Dillard, Welch 
home economist, at · a meeting of the 
M cDowell County Principal's Associa
tion. School principals, home econo
mics teachers and others attended the 
meeting in the Welch High School 
au di tori um. 

George Bryson, school superinten
dent, introduced the program and 
reviewed progress made in classroom 
lighting. Miller Porterfield, son of 
the assistant Welch district manager, 
played the part of the student in the 
demonstration. 
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Chemists Discuss Power Production 
Methods During 11th Annual Meeting 

Chemists attending the Roanoke conference, front row, from left are: Walter 
Green, Woodcock Plant; W. A. Garrison, AG and E; W . B. Abele, Kanawha 
River Plant; J. W. Ruff, Tidd Plant; R. C. Riggs, Sporn Plant; E. B. Morris, AG 
and E; R. G. Call, AG and E; T. A. Miskimen, AG ond E; J. A. Allinder, Cabin 
Creek Plant; D. C. Brown, Logan Plant; and H. F. Ruth, Philo Plant. Back row, J 
R. J. Shepherdson, TannerS> Creek Plant; W. F. Huss, AG and E; E. E. Fontany, .__,I 
Windsor Plant; E. A. Childers, Kenova Plant; J. H. Leist, Glen Lyn Plant; and 
J. E. Rhoades, Twin Branch Plant. 

Seventeen chemists employed by 
the companies composing the Ameri
can Gas & Electric System recently 
held a two-day conference in Roa
noke, to discuss the chemical aspects 
of power production. 

The keynote subject of the con
ference revolved about the sampling 
and analysis of coal. Coal, over the 

A. G. & E. system, represents about 
two thirds of the cost of the produc
tion of steam electric power. It was 
poi nted out that the companies of 
the system bought more than nine 
million tons of bituminous coal dur
ing 1951 and about one th ird of th is 
amoun t was consumed by Appalachian. 

Picture Peeks At Christmas Parties 

Above are some pictures of Christmas parties in our areas. 
TOP ROW, LEFT: Pulaski office women's party. RIGHT: 
Some dancers at the Beckley party. SECOND ROW, LEFT: 
Dining at Huntington . RIGHT: Looking at presents ex
changed at the system accounting girls' party in Roanoke. 
THIRD ROW, LEFT: Pikeville district meter department 
party. IGHT: L nchbur iris sin in carols. BOTTOM 

ROW, LEFT: Distribution department men impersonating 
the Andrews Sisters at the Charleston party. MIDDLE: 
Welch district diners above and Fieldale district diners 
below. RIGHT: The Appalachian Quartet singing at the 
Bluefield party and below the Glen Lyn plant party is 
visited by St. Nick. 
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It Might Happen Once In A Lifetime 

Catching two large-mouth boss on the some plug ot the some costing would 
cause the overage fisherman to boost for years. But that's nothing. C. W. 
" Bill" Singleton, o Lynchburg district employee, did it twice. On two con
secutive costs, Bill hauled in four large-mouth boss. It was not all luck because 
ofter thirty minutes of fishing, Bill, right, and his friend, Raymond Walton, 
landed the above string of ten boss. All weighed from one and one-half to 
two and one-half pounds. In making his twin double catches, Bill used o John 
Dillinger plug. He was fishing in the Jomes River near Gladstone, Virginia. 

Roanoke Kilowatts Capture First Half 

Wallace Coffey, foreground, rolls for the Roanoke champions. Other Kilowatt 
t eammates, shown in background, from left ore: George Adkins, Burnley 
Stone, Poul Clower, Phil Roy and Tommy Bryant. 

The Roanoke district K ilowatts, 
captained by Phil Ray, won the first 
half of Roanoke District Bowling 
L eague competition. The K ilowatts, 
boasting a 28 and 14 record, finished 
the first half of the race five fu ll 
games ahead of their nearest rival, the 
Hi-Volts. 

E mployees composing the K ilo
watts and their season averages are: 
Phil Ray, captain, 104; Tommy 

Bryant, I 03; W allace Coffe~-, I 02; 
M elvin Bradley, I 0 1; Reed Carlton, 
I 00; Burnley Stone, 98; George 
Adkins and Paul Clower, 94. Other 
outstanding bowlers and teams in
cluded: Leroy Gregory, Amps, h igh 
average and high set with 114 and 
392; Billy Mills, H i-Volts, 160 for 
single high game; K ilowatts, single 
high game for team, 5 72, and the 
H i-Volts, team high set, 1,587. 
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Generous Hunter 
Brings Deer To 
Lewis Goeller 

H ere's a hunting stor~' told by 
Lewis Goeller, Charleston district 
personnel assistant, that's as different 
as it is pleasant. 

H un ting D ecember 5 on L ittle 
River in Pocahontas County, he 
jumped three deer. H e opened fire 
with no apparent results. Checking 
for blood and finding none, he ga,·c 
up in disgust and headed for camp. 

O n his way he met two hunters 
and told them what had happened. 
T hey decided to try for them, one 
man tracking and the other trying to 
head them. 

After L ewis had been in camp 
about two hours, a man approached 
and asked for him. Lewis said: " I 
went over and he said I had 'gut 
shot' one of the deer. H e said he had 
it with him. 

" W e went over to see it. H e said 
it was mine-after his tracking it for 
a half-mile, shooti ng it, dressing it 
and dragging it more than a mile and 
a half." 

T he man would accept no payment 
for his trouble. Lewis, thinking it was 
a story all sportsmen would enjoy, 
wrote of his experience to the editor 
of the Charleston Daily M ail. 

P ublished on December 11, Lewis 
concluded his letter by saying : "Carl 
Daniels of M ill Creek, Randolph 
County, I nom inate you for the 
sportsmanship award of the year-if 
there is such a thing. It makes me 
feel good to know that there are some 
people in the world who put some 
things over their own wishes. l hope 
you got your deer. Thanks again!" 

Williamson Bowlers 
Given Venison Dinner 

M embers of the Williamson Dis
trict Bowling League recently were 
entertained with a surprise d inner at 
the company auditorium. 

T he surprise dinner served the 
Williamson keglers was ,·cnison which 
was supplied by two district hunters, 
E rnest Bai le~· and F\·crettc Carrico. 
Following the dinner, the meeting 
was concluded with a short business 
scss10n. 

As the league bowlers near the 
close of the first half of the 1952- 53 
season, Fred Varncy's Amps hold a 
sl ight edge over the Circuit Breakers. 
J ack Maynard's 231 is the high single 
game while Allen Cross has 566 pins 
for the high series. 

Company sportsmen from o nu mber of districts shot d eer 
on recent hunting t rips. Above, left, o group of Bluefield 
district hunters ore shown with deer t hey killed while 
hunting in Both County, Virginia . The hunters, left to 
right, Douglas Lambert, o spike buck; Gorlin Hill, Jr., 
seven-point buck; C. M . Fletcher, t en-point buck; C. F. 
Mundy, on eight-point buck. Right photograph, left to 
right, E. J . Wood, Logan d istrict, 140-pound spike buck, 
and o friend, K. F. Weimer, o 125-pound doe. Their kills 
were mode in the Conoon Volley near Davis, W est Vir-

g1n10. Other hu nters who mode k ills but were not photo
graphed included : Point Pleasant; Jomes L. Darby, 85-
pound doe, and D. A. Nickell, Jr., o 95-pound doe. 
Fie ldole: David Puckett, 14'0-pound, 3-point buck; Billy 
Ha rlowe, 120-pound buck; J erry Sonde rs, o deer tha t 
tipped t he beam ot 190 pounds. Charleston: P. 0 . Bailey, 
S. C. Morris, W . H. Z inn, Nelson Ha mrick, John D. Bailey, 
G. V. Loveday, L. C. Shaffe r and L. A. Goeller. All Charles
ton hunters reported kills du ring the ir hunts in various 
sections of the state. 
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Pikeville Girls Third In City League 

These Pikeville employees, who ore bowling in the six-team Pikeville Cit y 
League, ore, front row, from left: Moe Nell Crum and Elizabeth Riddle. Bock 
row: Jackie Akers, Dorothy Cardinal and Guiolene Smith. The Pikeville dis
trict girls ore in third place in the league. They hove won t heir post n ine 
games and ore steadily closing the gap toward league leadership. Gherlene 
Brown, who suffered on arm fracture the first night of league ploy, is expected 
to rejoin her teammates for the remainder of the season . 

Teasers Win First Half At Beckley 

Beckley's first half bowling champions, the Split Teasers, ore shown as t hey 
were named winners in the Beckley District Bowling League. Members of the 
t eam, front row, from left ore: N. G. Ferguson and J ennie Goziono. Bock 
row, R. R. Meador, L. C. Mollohan and L. D. Mc<now. 

The Split Teasers won the first half 
of league play in the Beckley District 
Bowling League. The Teasers com
pleted the first half with a 280 to 
16 Yi season's record . 

The Black Balls, with 24 wins and 
2 1 setbacks, edged the Tear J erkers 
for second place. The Tear Jerkers 
completed the ir ha lf of the season 
with a 23 and 22 count. 

M. C. Dwornick's 236 pins won 
him the individual high single game 
honors for the season. Elizabeth H an
cock, with 206 pins, won the women's 
single game laurels. For first half 
team honors, the Tear Jerkers won 
both the single and series. They 

Gravy Trains Lead In 
Charleston's League 

As Charleston district bowlers enter 
the final stretch for the first ha If 
championship, three tc.1111~ arc within 
striking distance of the crown. 

The league is being paced by the 
Gra1'}' Trains who have a 3 2 and I 3 
record. The P uh·crizcrs arc a close 
second and the third place Di1·i
sionccrs are a threat to the curren t 
leaders. 

For individual honors, Pauline 
Lanham and R. W. Speas hold the 
edge in the three-game series highs 
with 479 and 574 pins. 

collected 867 pins in the single game 
and 2,3 8 1 for the series. 

The remainder of the 1952-53 
bowling season will be split into 
quarters. The winner of the first and 
second quarters will enter a play-off 
to determ ine who will compete in the 
finals with the T easers. 

Surprise Catch 

Not all fish ore landed with hooks. 
Bobby Clemons, o Glen Lyn Stea m 
Plant gua rd , displays o thirteen pound 
pike wh ich wa s trapped by the rotat
ing trash rakes ot the New River in
take building. 
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J. P. Gills Gets 
35-Year Pin At 
Christmas Party 

Huntington, Logan and Abingdon Changes 
Affect Hansbarger, Joe P. Gills, Kirkland 

A Letter About 
A Company Driver 
Th~ following let te r was received 

by Bruce Cox, manager of the Fiel
dalc d istrict, from the M artinsville 
Hotary C lub' s Courteous Driving 
Comm ittee. 

J. P. Gills, Bluefield division mono
ger on right, receives his 35-yeor 
service pin and congratulations from 
G. L. Furr, vice president and general 
manager. 

]. P. G ills, Bluefield division man
ager, was presented his 3 5-year pin 
at the Bluefi eld Cl}ristmas party by 
G . L. Furr, vice president and gen
eral manager. 

M r. G ills started work as fi eld office 
manage r fo r the C . W . H ancock & 
Sons Construction Company at the 
G len Lyn plant. I n J anuary of 19 18 
he was placed on the regular payroll 
of the Appalachian Power Company 
but soon left for service in W orld 
W ar I. Following h is d ischarge he 
returned to the com pany as purchas
ing agent, later becoming local man
ager. 

In 1926 when the company became 
a par t of the American G as and Elec
tric Company, he was made Bluefield 
d istrict manager. In 1943 he was 
pron1ot~d to :tss: 3t~-:.nt di·;ision n1:tn
ager. He became division manager in 
1946. 

Among his many activities, he is 
president of the Bluefield Chamber 
of Commerce, director of the State 
C hamber of Commerce, member of 
the Board of D irectors of the First 
National Bank of Bluefield and active 
in Boy Scout work. 

H e is a member of the College 
Avenue Baptist Church and past lieu
tenant governor of the West Virginia 
K iwanis Clubs. 

Mr. Honsborger 

J ul ian C . H ansbarger, manager of 
the Logan d istrict, has been named 
assistant manager of the H untington 
division. 

J oe P. Gills, manager of the Abing
don d istrict, succeeds Mr. H ansbarger 
at Logan. 

Claud K. Kirkland, assistant mana
ger at Abingdon , has been named 
to the d istrict managership. T hese 
changes became effective January 1, 
19 5 3. 

M r. H ansbarger, who started with 
Appalac hian in 193 7, has had a broad 
experience in practi cally every phase 
of the company's business. H e came 
to Logan from W elch on February 1, 
195 0. H e had h eld the position of 
assistant district manager in W elch . 

H e has been acti ve in civic affain;, 
in Logan. H e has served as president 

Johnson Named To 
A. G. E. Service Group 
Board Of Directors 

H arold R. J ohnson, public relations 
director of the American G as and 
Electric Service Corporation, has been 
electetl to the board of directors of 
the corporation. 

M r. J ohnson, who succeeded H . P. 
M egargee as director of public rela
tions, formerly was public relations 
director fo r Ohio Power Company. 

Took 16 Years To Even Election Bet 

LEFT: Harvey Merriman gets a ride as Lorry Beheler pushes in 1936. The 
Fieldole district employees agreed the loser would push the supporter of the 
successful presidential candidate in a wheelbarrow from the Fie ldole office 
building to the Fieldole bridge, a distance of obout o mile. Roosevelt beat 
London for the presidency and Merriman rode. RIGHT: 16 years loter brought 
a different- story os the bet on the presidency wos mode again. Beheler finally 
got even and gets to ride. Both be ing good sports, they laughed all the way. 

Mr. Gills 

of the Communi ty Concert Associa
tion, the community fund cal]lpaign, 
chairman of the Red C ross Blood 
P rogram and is a member of Rotary 
and the Presbyterian Church. 

Mr. H ansbarger, his wife and two 
children, plan to move to Huntington 
about J anuary 1. 

Mr. Gills h as been associated with 
Appalachian for 18 years. H e is a 
graduate of Virginia Polytechnic In
sti tu te and began work for the com
pany in P ulaski in 1934. H e served 
as a d istribution engineer, power sales 
engineer, commercial manager and 
assistant d istrict manager at P ulaski 
before being named Abingdon dis
tri ct manager in 1948. 

M r. Gills is a member of K iwanis, 
the American Legion and the Baptist 
Church. 

Mr. Kirkland, a graduate of Vir
ginia Polytech n ic Institu te, is a native 
of Southampton Coun ty. H e was 
employed by Appalachian in 193 7 
at M arion, Va., as a rural se rvice engi
neer. H e served in the P ulaski dis-

Walter Price, Line 
Foreman, Completes 
35 Years Of Service 

Mr. Price 

W alter P rice, Charleston district 
line foreman, completed thirty-five 
years of service wi th the company in 
December. 

Mr. Pr ice began his service in the 
electric utility business w ith the W est 
Virginia W ater and Electric Com
pany, predecessor of Appalach ian at 
Charleston, in 191 7. I n those early 
years, W alter was a member of the 
company's only line crew .. Later, he 
was made a t roublcman and in 1940 
he was promoted to foreman. 

W alter was born near Elb ·iew, 
W est Virginia, where he attended 
school. After being graduated from 
h igh school, he was employed in the 
oil fields as a wagon driver. Later, 
he :worked with the U nited Fuel & 
Gas .Company bui ld ing and maintain
ing telephone lines in Kentucky and 
Ohio. 

W alter is married and the Prices 
are the parents of two wns. 

Mr. Kirkland 

trier as agricultural engineer. I n 
1945, he was transferred to Abingdon 
and put in charge of the rural expan
sion program. Four years later he was 
named ru ral and residential sales 
supen ·isor of the d istrict and in 195 0 
H·as promoted to the position of dis
tr ict superin tendent. 

Mr. Ki rkland is a member of the 
Method ist C hurch ; the Abingdon 
Central School Board; the Retail 
M erchants Association ; the K iwanis 
Club and the Southwest Vi rginia 
\'. P . I. Alumni C hapter. H e is 
married and the fa ther of two chil
dren. 

" We of the Martinsville Rotary 
Club are looking for courteous drivers. 
Some of you r drivers h ave been ob
se n·ed b~· us and found to be very 
considerate of other persons whether 
they be motorists or pedestrians. W e 
congra tulate you fo r ha1' ing such 
drivers serving the public and bel ieve 
that the ir examples of courtesty and 
consideration will influence others. 

"Colonel Woodson, the head of the 
Virginia State Police, says, 'What the 
people of Virgin ia need is a change 
of dr iver attitude.' W e, of the Rotary 
Club believe that this 'change of 
dri1·er att itude' will be brought about 
by drivers l ike yours, serving the \ 
public." ...J 

The letter was signed by H amp 
O 'Neal , chai rman of the club's cour
teous driving commi ttee . 

The d river of the vehicle wh ich 
bore license number I 08-924 was 
H an ·ey L . Agee, a meterman. 

Waldo Lafon Named 
To New Civic Posts 

W :ildo S. La Fon, Beckley district 
manager, recently was appointed 
chai rman of the Ad1•ance G ift Group 
of the U nited Fund D rive of Raleigh 
Count\' . M r. Lafon also was elected 
to th ~ Board of Di rectors fo r the 
Raleigh Coun ty Chapter of the 
American Red Cross for the coming 
year. 

Roanoke's 1953 Appa Mo Club Oflicers 

Following a rece nt election conducted by the system billing and accounting de
portments, Roanoke, new officers, advisors ond departmental representatives 
were chose n to direct the Appo Mo Club activities during 1953 . The club is a 
social organization for system employees of the fifth ond sixth floors of the 
generol offices. Employees elected to head the group ore, front row, left to 
right: W. H. Coffey, Tido J. Long, advisors; Mary Fawcett, secretory; P. C. 
Roy, president; Lorry Fulp, assistant t reasurer; L. E. Jefferson, advisor. Bock 
row, left to right: Joyne West, Morguerite Gregg, W. L. Sutor, Mork Burdette, 
Elaine Ramsey, and Glodo Fleishman, all departmental representotives. Nor- } 
wood Turner, the club's treasurer, was obsent when the photogroph wos mode. -... 

Sporn Plant Veterans' Dinner 

Philip Sporn Plant Veterans hold their annual dinner ot the Mortin Restouront 
in Middleport, Ohio, on December 19. Officers elected for the next year ore 
Charles Corroll, president; Clore nce Tennant, vice president, ond Frederick 
Emmert, secretory. The Veterons group represents 267 years of service. From 
left : Howord Roder, plant e ngineer; Frederick Emmert, shift operoting en
g ineer; William C. Strain, office manager; Poul Schneider, ossistont plant 
manager; Scott Morgon, sh ift operoting engineer; Al Smith, mointenonce 
supervisor; Clorence Tennant, first ossistont shift operating engineer; Clayton 
Athey, first assistant shift operating engineer; Charles Corroll, shift operating 
engineer. Absent were Howard Andrews, plant monoger, and John Grimes, 
shift operating e ngineer. 
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