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Th e best use f or !if e is 
to sp end it fo r som e
thi ng that outlasts life. 

- \V1L1. I AM ]AM ES 
The Illuminator 

fV orry is interest paid 
on trouble before it 
falls d ue. 

- DEAN I NGE 
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Plaques Presented 

Safety Recognition Given Kentuckians 
Worki ng safely brings its own re

ward, but national recognition is also 
achieved wh en an impressive safety 
record is made by employees of a 
company. 

Kentucky Power Company re
ceived this recognition recently when 
three national groups presented 
plaqnes to the company for safety 
records. 

<._; But perhaps e\·en more a reminder 
that it can be done were ind ividual 
key chains gi\•en each employee. On 
one side is worded: " Presented to 
the men and women of the Kentucky 
and W est Virginia Power Company 
for work ing 1,000,000 man-hou rs 
with no disabling injuries, between 
N ovember 25, 1952, and J anuary 
17, 1954 inclusi \·e." On the other 
Reddy Kilowatt is shown saying : 
" Please remember, any job can be 
done safely." 

T he company's outstanding safety 
record was recognized in recent pres
entations, held up unti l August be
cause of the company name change. 
The National Safety Council Electric 
Utility, Group D, winner award was 
presented R. E. Doyle, Jr., vice presi
dent and general manager, because 
Kentucky had the best accident fre
quency rate, zero, for 195 3 of any 
of the 45 competing electric utilities 
in the country. 

The I ,000,000 man-hours wi thout 
a disabling injury were recognized 
by the Aetna Casualty and Surety 
Company award plaque. And the 
Edison Electric Institute Accident 
F requency Reduction Award was 
gi\·cn " in recognition of the achieve
ment by its employees of a 2 5 per
cent, or greater reduction, in its 
frequency rate during the year 1953 
a:: compared with the preceding three 
rears." 

In addi tion, the National Safety 

Three Kentucky officiols hold national safety plaques presented the company 
recently. From the left : R. F. Millikon holds the Edison Electric Institute 
award, R. E. Doyle, Jr., holds the National Sofety Council award, and H. S. 
Scott holds the Aetna Cosualty and Sure ty Compony 1,000,000 Man-Hours 
oword. Mr. Millikan is general safety and employee relations supervisor, 
Mr. Doyle is vice president and general manoger and Mr. Scott is assistant 
general monoger. 

This is one side of the key chain pre
sented ea ch Kent ucky employee in 
recognition of their million man-hours 
without a disabling inju ry. 

Council has ad\•iscd the company that 
their 1953 record qualified them for 
the National Safety Council Award 
of M erit, and presentation will fol
low. The Council offers only one 
higher award, that for work ing three 

(See K entucky A uw·tls, Page 6 ) 

Appalachian Now. 
Leads AGE Sales; 
Huntington Tops 

T wo campaigns are complete but 
Appalachian commercial department 
hasn't relaxed any despite the present 
lead. Although the final results arc 
in on two Appalachian Sc\'Cn Months' 
sales con tests, there still remains five 
months in the rea r-long AGF. cam
paign. 

W ith the completion of the two 
sales con tests on July 31 Appalachian 
rose to fi rst place in the residential 
sales contest in the Generator di\·ision 
of AGE

0 

with 72 .9 percent of quota. 
Following are I ndiana and Michigan 
f.lcct ric Company wi th 68.7 pe rcent 
and Ohio Power Compan.v with 57.;. 

Appalachian holds down second 
spot in the ncw-in-19 54 Commcrcial
Industrial Sales campaign of AGF. 
with 92. I pcrccn t of quota . In first 
place is I&M with 97. 7 and Ohio is 
third with 80.5. 

New 132,000-Volt Wythe Station Put 
In Service; Glen Lyn Is Power Source 

In the Exci ter division, Wheeling 
E lectric Company holds the residen
tial lead w ith 78.5 percent, followed 
by Kingsport's 66.6 and K en tucky 
Power Compan,\-'s 60.9. I n th e C-I 
contest Kingsport leads with 120 per
cent, Ken tucky is second with 77.6 
and Wheeling third with 66.7. 

New Wythe station in the Pulaski district has been put int o service. On the 
left is the 88-kv section and on the right is the 132-kv section. The 132,000-
volt line from Glen Lyn comes into the st ation in the middle of the photograph. 

N ew 132,000-volt transmission 
station at Wytheville in the Pulaski 
district has been pu t into service and 
i> connected to the Glen Lyn plant 
by a new 34-mile transmission line. 

Wythe station w ill provide an add i
tional source of power for W ythe and 
Smyth County areas. T he main 
source of power for this region has 
been the W ythe 88,000-volt station 
from lines originating at G len Lyn, 
Buck and Byllesby. 

The new station, located on Route 

11 adjacent to the old station, in
cludes a 5 0,000-kva transformer 
which will step the 132,0 00 volts 
down to 88,00 0 or 33,000 volts for 
delivery to distribution stations in the 
area. Burgess & Ross, electrical con
tractors, did grading and founda tion 
work, while line construction was 
done by the Keystone Construction 
Company under the supervision of 
vV. P . Carter, system transmission line 
superintendent. J. G. T apley of the 
system substation department was in
spector on the job. 

Huntington di\·ision copped first 
place honors in both of Appalachian's 
Se\·cn Months' sales campaigns. 

Behind H untington in the residen
ti al contest were Charleston, Roanoke 
and Bluefield divisions. C harleston 
O\"Crcame a Huntington lead to take 
first place on t he district level. Wi 1-
liamson and Logan fit'1ishcd third and 
fourth. 

Claude Ward Becomes 
Lions Club President 

Claude W ard , area sa les representa
tive in the Williamson district, was 

Mr. Ward 

elected p rcsi 
dcn t of the 
I nez, Kentucky, 
Lions Club and 
took office rc
cen tly. 

H e also holds 
the office of post 
adj u t ant of 
American Le
gion Post I 7 3. 
H e was first 
employed by 

Appalachian in 1951 as a residential' 
sales reprcscn ta ti \'e. 

January Construction Date 

Multi-Million Dollar Plant Of Kaiser 
Aluminum To Be Built N.ear Sporn Plant 

K aiser Aluminum and C hemical 
Corporation will build a multi-million 
dollar aluminum sheet and foi l rolling 
mill on the Ohio Ri ver near Ravens
wood, \<Vest Virginia, it was an
nounced August 25. 

The plant will be located on a 
2500-acre site about eight m iles east 
of Philip Sporn plant. It is in the 
Point Pleasant district of Appalachian. 

Representatives of Appalachian, 
Ohio Power and AGE Service Cor
poration worked closely wi th Kaiser 
for many months in its selection of 
a site for the new plan t. A major 
fac tor in the decision to locate at 
Ravenswood was the unlimited supply 
of electric power, according to Phi lip 
Sporn, AGE president who was 
personally acti\•e in the negotiations 
with Kaiser. 

Construction is scheduled to begin 
around J anuary I with the first stage 
-400,000 square fee t-completed 
bv mid- 1956. This initial unit wi ll 
l;m·c a rated annual capacity of 72 
m illion pounds of sheet and foil and 
w ill employ more than 500 persons. 

After the first uni t is in produc-

tion, Kaiser plans to begin a second 
stage of construction-an expansion 
which will put some 32 acres under 
roof, provide employment for 2,000 
workers and result in a fully-inte
grated rolling mill wi th an annual 
capacity of more than 2 5 0 million 
pounds of commercial alumnium sheet 
and foil products. 

The company has not announced 
the cost of the project, but a certifi 
cate of necessity granted by the Office 
of D efense M obi lization amounted 
to $66 m illion. 

Initially the new plant will be 
supplied w ith heavy gauge coiled 
sheet from the company's Trentwood, 
vVashington, plant where excess hot 
rolling capacity is available. When 
the second stage of construction is 
completed and the mill is fully 
integrated, pig aluminum require
ments will be supplied from t he firm's 
Chalmctte plant on the Mississippi 
River near New Orleans. 

The Ra\·cnswood p roject is Kaiser 
Alum inum's first eastern sheet-and
foil plant. Production of this material 
now is concentrated on the W est 
Coast. i II~ 

Big Two-Hour TV Show On October 24 
Will Climax Light's Diamond Jubile_~ 

Emblem for Light's Diamond Jubilee emphasizes the theme af "Light For 
Freedom- Power For Progress." This design is being used to familiarize the 
public with the Jubilee and is appearing on an increasing number of advertise
ments, posters, displays and so forth . 

Biggest TV show of the year is 
coming your way O ctober 24 w ith 
the climax of Light's D iamond 
J ubilee. 

The J ubilee show from 9 to 1 1 
p. m . that Sunday will be aimed at 
the largest audience ever to witness 
any show in any medium in the 
history of entertainment. Purchase 
of coast- to-coast t ime on three net
works gives the show the most com
prehensive coverage ever given a 
sponsored TV presentation. 

T he show climaxes the 7 5th ann i
versary of the invention of the in
candescent lamp by Thomas A. 
Edison. Our companies are among 
the more than 3 00 major electrical 
manufacturing and u t ili ty companies 
participating in the celebration of 
Light's Diamond Jubilee. 

Directing the two-hour show will 
be David 0. Selznick, making his 
debut in the television medium. H e 
enters the field wi th a background 
of some 3 0 years of outstanding 
motion picture production. His 

" Gone With The Wind" amassed the 
biggest gross in the history of motion 
pictures. O thers of his productions 
include " Rebecca," " David Copper
fie ld," "A T alc of T wo Cities," and 
so on. 

Although little is known of the 
show's story or stars, it is not a 
variety show but one having dramatic 
un ity. Mr. Selznick has said that 
he hopes to introduce certain new 
t:c.hniques not yet util ized on tcle
n s1on. 

I n the four-state area served by 
our three companies, the following 
stations arc scheduled to carry the 
program: WS L S- TV, Roanoke, 
WLVA-TV, Lynchburg, and Dan
ville, H arrisonburg, Norfolk and 
R ichmond in Virginia; WCHS-TV 
and WKNA-TV, Charleston, W SAZ
TV, Huntington, and W h eeling in 
West Virginia; H enderson and Louis
ville in Kentucky ; WJHL-TV, J ohn
son City, as well as Chattanooga, 
Knoxville, M emphis and Nash ville 
in Tennessee. 



Paqe2 

The Illuminator 
Pub.lished monthly for employees of Ap

palachian Electric Power Company, Kentucky 
Power Company and Kingsport Utilities, Inc., 
and their families. Articles herein may be re
produced provided credit is given. 

EDITORIAL STAFF 
(ROANOKE MAIN OFFICE) 

G. S. D uNN .• .•.•.• ••• • Public Relations Director 
W. A. McCLUNC •.•.•.• .•.•.• .•.•. ..•. • . Editor 
L. E. J onNSON ....• .•.• .•.•.• • • Assistant Editor 
]. A. PALMER ••••••..••••••••• . Assistant Editor 
C.R. L ovECROVE •••••••••...•.. • . Feature Writer 

ASSOCIATE EDITORS 

C. B. YEAROUT •••••. .. •...• . • . Bluefield Division 
L. M . Coses ................ Cliarleston Division 
C. H. PRICE .••••••••.•.•.. . Huntington Division 
] . G. HARVEY ... •••.••• . •••.•. Roanoke Division 
R. F. MILLIKAN .•... . . Kentucky Power Company 
\V. Z. TRUMBO ••....•.. . Kingsport Utilities, Inc. 

The Three Great Factors 
(EDITOR'S NoTE: T his editorial by Dr. George 
S. Benson is one of the best on the funda
mentals of the American T1Va)' of Life. Dr. 
Benson is dii-ector of the Natioual Education 
Program in Searcy , Arkansas.) 

The three great pi llars in our American 
way of life are: ( I ) fai th in God; ( 2) constitu
tional governmen t; and (3) a private enterprise 
economy. Let's take them one by one and 
briefly examine how they fit into the fabr ic 
and the strength of our nation and way of life. 

Factor No. 1 

!. Faith in God. During all my years of 
educational crusading on the basic American 
principles, I have hen restating th is funda
mental as the basis on which freedom is built. 
I 've had perhaps a half-dozen letters from 
athe ists protesting that faith in God is not a 
fundamental in the structure of American 
freedom. I ha,·e always said, in reply: men 
cannot really be free unless they are controlled 
from within, and the Christian religion is the 
most effective means of controlling people 
from within. 

When our founding fathers came to America 
the desire for religious freedom was their 
great driving force. They were godly people. 
The first buildings erected as the Pilgrims 
worked their way gradually westward from 
Plymouth and J amestown were crudely con
structed church buildings. The people prayed 
to God for guidance and they placed their 
faith in God. Basic principles growing out 
of th is great faith were written into every 
governmental document wh ich went into the 
formation of our United States of America. 
The political structure gave people the right to 
be atheists, if they chose, but the structure it
self was built on faith in God and upon 
Christian principles. 

Factor No. 2 

2. Constitutional government. This is the 
second great fundamental factor in the Ameri
can way of li fe. Our founding fathers did not 
use one time the word "democracy" in either 
the Constitution or the Bill of Rights. They 
were buildi,µg something far better, a Consti
tutional R epublic. The Constitution guarantees 
certain rights for all people, minorities or ma
jori ties. They all have the same rights in 
America. 

Under a democracy the maj ori ty decides 
each issue and the minorities may find them
selves terribly neglected, ignored or steam
rollered. When the guillotine was taking heads 
off hundreds and hundreds of people in 
Europe, .many innocent people were victims. 
Why? T here was no constitutional safeguard, 
no constitution giving a lone citizen the right 
to challenge his government. The majority 
was in control. When someone in the ma
jority said, " Off with his h ead," off it came. 
In our country one man standi ng on his consti
tional J"ights can challenge his government, 
even su~ it. Minori ty protection is not a 
principfe of "democracy" bu t of a consti
tutional Republ ic. 

Factor No. 3 

3. Private enterprise economy. There are 

THE ILLUMINATOR 

What has been your narrowest 
escape? 

THOMAS C. DORTON, Lineman, 
Kingsport 

Although I had a num
ber of narrow escapes 
while in the service dur
ing the last World W ar, 
and was also wounded, 
the one I remember the 
most happened during 
the latter part of 19 5 2 
wh ile wi th this company. 

The line gang I was 
working with was in the 
process of converting the 

present 4-kv line to 12-kv. At the time of my 
narrow escape I was standing on a utili ty 
platform and had just completed covering all 
primary conductors. I star ted to remove my 
safety belt to assist a fellow employee, who 
was at the time installing a similar utility 
board on t he opposite side of the pole. At 
this point the metal fitt ing, attaching the 
board to the locking chain tightener, broke 
and the board fell immediately to the ground. 
If it had happened several seconds later, after 
remo1ring my safety belt, I would ha1·e come 
down wi th the board. 

FRANK A. HARRIS, Meterman, Roa
noke 

M y closest call came 
during W orld War II. 
I was a radio operator on 
a two-engined land based 
bomber doing anti-sub
marine work. 

I t harpened 01·er the 
ocean about 100 miles 
from land. Red lights 
began to flash in the 
pilot's cockpit, a few 
seconds later strong fumes 

of gasoline Ii.lied the inside of the plane and 
one of our engines stopped. My first thoughts 
were of fire and our plane all alone, I 00 miles 
out over the ocean. 

A gasoline line behind one of the engines 
had broken and by cutting the gas off to that 
engine the threat of fire was prevented. W ith 
only one engine we were rapidly losing alti
tude. T o lighten the plane the bombs were 
dropped. 

By the time these things were done we were 
only I 5 0 feet above the ocean. Tl1e next 60 
minutes were anxious ones. The plane could 
not gai n a foot of alti tude. I t seemed that the 
next big wave would reach up to us. W hat 
would a gust of wind do to us? What if the 
one overburdened engine should misfire just 
once? Yes, we made it back to our base, and 
Old M other Earth under my feet fel t m ighty 
good. 

two distinct types of economic systems which 
people may ha1•e. One is a government-owned 
economy, and the other is an economy owned 
by private individuals. There might be a 
combination of the two for a short time but a 
combination could not last long. Ultimately 
the government must own• the property, the 
factories, the farms, the businesses, and the 
homes; or the private citizens must own these 
things. 

As a result of our private ownership economy 
we have competition in a free market, we 
have dreamers who invent and develop, we 
have producers who astonish the world; and 
we have the greatest outpouring of material 
wealth the world has ever seen-and most im
portant, its distribution throughout the whole 
population is the most equi table yet attained in 
any country. 

In a world of chaos, Americans must 
strengthen these three great factors in our way 
of life through understanding, dedication and 
hard work. 

SUE CAREY, H o m e Economist, 
Hazard 

Reminiscent m eander
ings come to my mind 
with the question of my 
narrowest escape. Many 
such incidents bring a re
flec tive smile, w h i ch 
sometimes fades with t he 
sobering thought of what 
migh t have happened. 

My "closest call" was 
a traffic situation where I 
was meeting an oncoming 

car while another car was in the process of 
passing me. M y first though t was to get off 
the road, but the shoulder was narrow. There 
wasn't time for the passing car to pull ahead of 
me and I dared not slow down, lest the driver 
attempt to move in behind me. 

That narrow shoulder was my only alter
native. Quite miraculously, the oncoming 
driver had the same thought at the same 
instant. With t"'co wheels of each car on each 
shoulder, t he passing d emon-driver, abreast of 
the mid-stripe, zoomed along toward his desti
nation. There is but one destination for such 
a d ri1·er-six feet under. 

C. A. KENDALL, Shift Supervisor, 
Cabin Creek Plant 

About 2 5 years ago, 
was working No. 1 

turbine room here at the 
plant. Just outside the 
plant was a gas well 
which was used to supple~ 
men t the gas supply to 
the plant. A compressor 
was connected to the gas 
l ine to increase the flow. 
All of this was enclosed 
in a brick house where 

there was no 1·entilation to dispense any leakage. 

On this particular day I was on the 11-7 
shift, and I went out to this house to start 
the compressor. When I threw the switch, 
there was an explosion which threw me right 
out t he door. When I came to, my clothes 
were burning, but I was able to extinguish 
the fire. I fina lly managed to get back in the 
plan t where I was given treatment and sent 
to the hospital. In those days the trip to 
Charleston was an ordeal for a well man. 
H owever, after three months in the hospital 
and two months at home I was able to get back 
to work. I have worked at Cabin Creek for 
38 years but that explosion 25 years ago al
most terminated my employment here or any
where else. 

EDNA Z. McNIEL, System Accounting 
Department Roanoke 

my canaries. 

The most exciting 
t ime of my li fe was about 
9 on a stormy evening 
early this August when 
lightn ing paid a surprise 
visit to my home. I had 
just been in the kitchen 
to warn my mother that 
she had better get away 
from the sink, and when 
she did so I went to my 
dining room to look at 

Mother had no sooner gotten away from 
the sink when there was the loudest crack of 
thunder I have ever heard, and mother said 
it seemed there were balls of fire and shafts 
of lightning all over the kitchen. The light
ning had entered the room somehow and 
warped a section of the bracket around my sink, 
tearing up the l inoleum, followed the chrome 
and struck a wooden piece on the wall several 
feet away. Nothing in the window was dis
turbed and I still don' t know how the light
ning got in. 

• 
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H. H. HUTCHESON, Commercial Sales 
Representative, Bluefield 

M y narrowest escape 
as I recall happened 
when I was at the ripe 
old age of ten. Our 
family and big collie dog, 
Laddie, were camping on 
the Greenbrier Ri ver. 
We kids always took the 
dog sv,,·imming with th l 
and lie loved it as weli"---1 
as we. 

One morning I was 
swimming by myself 

when I saw the dog on the bank watching me. 
I called Ladd ie and he immediately jumped 
in the water and started swimming toward 
me. Usually he swam around us, but this 
time he came directly toward me and put his 
paws on me pushing me unde1. H e did it 
several times and getting short of breath, and 
not a champion swimmer, I was afraid I was 
a goner. 

Sudden!:· I grabbed his tail pulling h im 
under, and with that he set sai l for shore 
and towed me into the shallow water. 

WILLIE M. WALLS, JR., Commercial 
Sales Representative, Logan 

M y narrowest escape 
happened when I was 
aboard the USS l' or/.:
town, in the Pacific on 
June 4, 194 2. \Ve had \ 
been alerted for the at- i 
tack on Midway Island. j 
I was at a battle station 
nea r the bridge when we 
were att,1cked by J apanese 
planes. Five direct bomb 
hits were scored, and 

during one I recei1·ed se1·eral pieces of shrapnel 
in both legs and arms. 

A few minutes later while J:·ing on deck, 
enemy fighter planes strafed us and two ma
ch ine gun wounds in leg and arm were mine. 
After being torpedoed the sh ip was abandoned . 
Pu t in a life raft wearing a preserver, I drifted 
unti l p icked up by a destroyer. I t, in turn, 
was sunk within three hours after we had 
abandoned the Yorktown. A cruiser later 
picked survivors up and I was taken to a hos
pi tal wh ere I remained for seven months be
fore getting out of the Navy. 

CHRISTINE CHRISTY, Personnel De
partment Charleston 

I t was the time a boj ,.. 
frie nd and I stopped at _____,. 
a filling station to have 
a windshield wiper blade 
changed. A stranger sud
denly j umped in the 
front seat of the car and 
commanded J ack to start 
dri vi ng. 

I don't know if lie 
really had a gun or not, 
but I was not inclined 

to argue, for he held h is hand under his 
jacket, right next to me. Something kept 
telling me to act natural so I talked to him 
casually, but my mind was racing about 90 
miles a minute. I got very sentimental abou t 
it all, and wondered how many people would 
be sorry when my body was discovered. 

H e wan ted us to take him out on Fort 
Hill, but J ack stopped suddenly at the C&O 
bridge and told the man to do whatever h e 
intended there in the light. H e reflected a 
few minutes, apologized to me, and got out 
of the car, thereby spol!ing my chances of 
making a very dramatic departure in this 
nightmare that only needed the "dum-de
dum-dum" to make it just like a D ragnet 
production! 
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Appalachian Employees Become Actors In AGE Film 
T raditional sun glasses and loud 

sport j ackets weren't in sight, but, 
just the same, 27 Appalachian em
ployees turned to acting recen tly. 

Employees at Roanoke and Glen 
Lyn plant wer~ featu re players when 
a sound-slide series on safety to be 
distributed throughout th~ AGE 
systern was fi lmed in Appalachian 
terri tory du ring J uly and August. 

The series is a follow-up to others 
originating in Indiana and Michigan 
Flectric Company and Ohio Power 
Company terri tory. One called "Cus
tcmer Relations" was filmed earlier 
this year at I&M and in 195 3 "Better 
Communications" was made at Ohio. 

Like the other two, the new series 
is designed to stimulate d iscussion of 
problems that are presen ted. Each 
of the five sequences in the safety 

l.;eries presents a problem, aiming to
ward discussion and possible preven
tions and solutions. The program has 
been d esigned to present not only 
the main theme of the five stories 
but also possible sidetracking into re
lated problems. 

H. P. St. Clair, J r., of AGE public 
relations, directed the production and 
L. E. J ohnson, system public relations, 
did the photography. Working wi th 
them were D. C . Duncan, system 
safety director ; W. S. Kitchen, 
,ystem safety supervisor; T . A. Kirby, 
Roanoke district safety supervisor; 
R. A. Armistead, Roanoke district 
li ne and station supervisor ; R. G. 
Amos, Roanoke district line foreman, 
and C. E . Jones, Glen Lyn plant 
personnel supervisor. All photography 
was done in Roanoke and at Glen 
Lyn. 

" Do Exactly As I Say," one of 
the stories, concerns a foreman who 

Hamilton Promoted; 
Ferguson Succeeds 

Mr. Hamilton Mr. Ferguson 

H oward M. H amilton, a veteran . 
of 33 years service with Appalachian, 
has been promoted to the position of 
assistant d isbursing agent of the com
pany. H e succeeds H. P. Dodd, who 
retired on September l. 

Succeeding Mr. Hamilton as con
i\._Jsumers billing supervisor, is Lawrence 

E. Ferguson, who has been assistant 
consumers billing supervisor. 

Mr. H amilton was firs t employed 
as a cashier with the Indiana General 
Service Company in Muncie, I ndiana, 
in 192 1. T hree years later he became 
associated with the Indiana and Mich
igan Electric Company as a local 
office auditor. 

H e was transferred to Appala
chian as chief clerk in 1927 and be
c~me consumers bi lling supervisor 111 

193 1. 

M r. Ferguson began his career in 
the electric utility business as a part
ti me employee of the old Roanoke 
Railway and Electric Company, while 
st ill a student at Jefferson High 
School in Roanoke. In 1927 he as
sumed full time d uties with Appala
chian in the accounting office in Roa
noke. 

In 193 1, when the billing office 
v.;as established, Mr. Ferguson was 
transferred to that department and in 
1947 became assistant consumers bill
ing supervisor. He is a 3 0-year vet. 

does not like to have his judgment 
questioned and wants no questions 
from his men. His men act accord
ingly, although they know better, and 
the result is a substation explosion. 
Cast members include H. C. Arthur, 
W. S. J ones and H. A. H ale. 

"Wise Guy" exploits the familiar 
theme of an old-timer who resents 
having to teach a new man his job 
and the safety problems that are 
created. Characters are N. J . J essee, 
H. P. Johnson and R. B. Ratcliff. 

"And Be Careful" involves a sup~r
visor who means well when he breaks 
in a new man in the stores depart
ment but fa ils to go into detail on 
sde practices. R. E. Ratcliffe and 
B. H. M cKeever carry the acting 
load. 

A l ineman torn between doing 
what is safest and what seems easiest 
is the theme of "Now Or Safely." 
Presenting the problem are D. W. 
Plaine, L. G. Gregory, S. S. Snidow, 
P. B. Stump, W. E. Collins, A. R. 

F. G. Lloyd portrays a shaken trouble
man after a traffic accident in the 
safe driving sequence. 

Welch Operator 
On Retiring Gets 
Fishing Gear Gilt 

Mr. Derifield 

The first thing Lawr<.:nce Derifield 
planned to do after retiring the first 
of this month was to catch up on h is 
fishing and huntipg. The Baileysville 
station operator iii the W elch district 
was given new f1.shing equipment by 
fellow employees· at a di nner in his 
honor on August 26 at the "Cow
shed." 

H e says he plans to catch up on 
his favorite pastimes which have been 
badly neglected jn recent years. H e 
then plans to remodel his old fam ily 
fa rmhouse on Twelve Pole C reek in 
Wayne County where he is going to 
make his home. 

Employed in Sprigg plant on May 
22, 1922, he fired the boi lers and 
operated the turpines for 18 years. 
In 1939 he went to Fieldale as oper
ator of the 132 kv sta tion there and 
transferred to Baileysville station in 
1943. In his I 1 years there he not 
only operated the ·station but kept the 
grounds in tip-top shape. 

Mr. and Mrs. Derifield are the 
parents of six daughters and a son. 
Their youngest daughter enters Mar
shall College this fall. 

In the picture on the left, a briefing is held before shoot
ing begins on one of the scenes in the sofety slide 
series. Talking things over are, from the left: L. E. 
Johnson, system public relations, who did the photog
raphy; Harry P. St. Clair, Jr., AGE public relations 
and director of the film; T . A. Kirby, Roanoke dis-

trict safety supervisor; and Officer R. C. Padgett of 
the Roanoke Police Department, who helped in traffic 
sequences. RIGHT: A scene at Glen Lyn plant shows 
N. J . Jessee, H. P. Johnson and R. B. Ratcliff presenting a 
plant safety conflict in " Wise Guy," one of the sequences 
in the slide series. 

Vaught and J. C. Thomas. 
T he final sequence involves four 

separate driving cases. A power sales
man who disobeys a traffic sign, an 
impatient troubleman who passes on 
a hill, a preoccupied engineer who 

W . S. Jones and H. A. Hale debate a 
substa•tion safety problem in "Do 
Exactly As I Say.'' 

S. R. Pritchard Will 
Lead BSA Council 

S. R. P ritchard, H untington dis
trict manager, was sea ted recently as 
president of the r "
Tri-State Area 
Council, Boy 
Scouts of Amer
ica, at a Camp 
Arrowhead 
meeting. 

During the 
past year he has 
b ee n fina nce 
chairman of the 
Lawaca d istrict 
and prior to 

Mr. Pritchard 

that time he was a troop committee
man of Boy Scout Troop 2 for several 
years. 

When Mr. Pritchard worked for 
the company in Logan, he was a 
member of the executive board of 
the Logan-Boone-Mingo Area Coun
cil and when in Welch, a member of 
the Southern W est Virginia Area 
Council. 

Mrs. Louise Allison To 
Lead Kingsport B&PW 

Mrs. Louise M. Allison has been 
elevated to the presidency of the 

Mrs. Allison 

Kingsport Busi
ness and Pro
fessional Wom
an's Club for 
th e 1954-55 
term. 

Mrs. Allison, 
wife of Gus 
Allison, Kings
port stores de
partment, was 
vice president 
last term. The 

two recently returned from the club's 
national conven tion in St. Louis, 
where M rs. Allison represented her 
local chapter. She is assistant cashier 
of the Kingsport National Bank. 

doesn't pay attention to h is driving 
and a home economist who disobeys 
speed limits are involved. The super
visor faces the problem of what to 
say to each employee. 

Cast of the safe driving sequence 

' 

~l 
L. G. Gregory uses his two-way radio 
to talk things over with his boss in 
"Now Or Sofely." 

includes J. T. Goggin, H. E. Nash, 
F. G. Lloyd, D. M. Rusmisell, 
George Poole, M arshall Covey, L . A. 
Fulcher, Alma Obenschain, C. 0. 
Roberson, Lucy Hill, M ary Ann 
Grisso and C. R. Paxton. 

R. E. Ratcliffe and B. H. McKeever 
present stores deportment problems in 
"And Be Careful." 

·four Appalachian Employees1 Articles 
Featured In 1Monthly Operating Notes' 

Four Appalach ian employees con
tributed three articles to the J uly 
issue of AGE's M onthly Operating 
N otes. 

G. W. Unangst, Charleston dis
trict m eter supervisor, wrote "Heat 
Lamps Aided Splicing In ColJ 
Weather," in which he pointed out 
that he has found a l1eat lamp can be 
used successfully to warm joints, tape 
and splicers' hands when manhole, 
transformer vault or transformer plat
form work is required in the winter. 

vV. L. Wilshire, m ain tenance fore
man at the Kanawha River plant, con
tributed "Minimizing Duplicate 
Work Orders." The article states 
that green tags have been adopted for 
work orders and attached to the equip
ment, preventi ng men on different 
shifts sending in duplicate and var
iously worded requests. 

W. K. E vans, chief dispatcher, and 
J. A. Moore, maintenance supervisor 
at Cabin Creek plant, combined to 
author "Uncoupling Motor-Operated 
Disconnects With Modified Jack." 
The two poin ted out that much hard 
work and haza rds caused by fly ash, 
dirt, snow and ice were eliminated 
when a modified automobile jack was 
used to easi ly uncouple the disconnect 
switches. 

Brackens Creek Station 
Gets Major Rebuilding 

A rebuilt Brackens Creek substation 
with over seven times as much ca
pacity was put in se rvice August 13. 
It is located in the northern part of 
the Beckley district. 

Compared to the old station's ca
pacity of 40 0-kva the new station 
has 3000-kva capacity. In addition 
to rebuild ing the station, 19, 100 feet 
of distribution line was built and 
replaced. 

Mr. Evans Mr. Moore 

Kay Kirchman Elected 
Girls' State Judge 

Kay Kirchman was elected a judge 
of the Supreme Court at West Vir
gin ia's Girls' State at J acksons Mill. 

Kay Kirchman 

She is the 16-
year-old daugh
ter of Mrs. 
W. B. Kirch
man of the Wil
liamson district 
commercial de
partment. 

Kay was 
sponsored b y 
the K-Appa-K, 
girls' club of 
the Williamson 

district. A senior this fa ll, she was 
one of four juniors selected from 
her school to attend the meet where 
365 gi rls participated. She is a mem
ber of the Dash Club, treasurer of thG 
French Club and a cheerleader, 
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Pulaski District 

J. F . Spencer, Pulaski station super
, ·isor, and his wife arc the only man
wife team in Pulaski County who are 
members of the Red Cross Gallon 
Club. 

Recent blood donors include G. K. 
Smythcrs, distribution records, C. H . 
Rhett, engineering, and Roy L. 
Madison, meter. 

Major L. C. Angle, Jr., recently 
returned from two weeks at Fort 
Lee. The commercial department 
employee served as provost marshal at 
the post. 

W. H. Brodie, Claytor H ydro, has 
returned to work after several months 
illness. 

Glen Lyn Plant 

Sym pathy is extended . F.. E. 
Thompson on the death of hi s father
in-law. 

Bluefield District 

Billie Lee Bates, accounting, and 
H elen M aynard, commercial, have 
resigned to return to school. 

Robert Wimer, engineering, and 
Joe Ann Cantrell, accounting, arc 
new employees. 

Sympathy is extended G. C. Roach, 
li ne departmen t, on the death of 
his fa ther, and Harry J. Swecker, 
retired employee, on the death of 
hi s mother. 

Mrs. H enry Walk, wife of retired 
employee H. W. Walk , . is recuperat
ing at home after brcakmg her leg. 

Phil Fr.1·, P rinceton ien·iceman, 
has returned to work after a recent 
illness. 

Carol L. Shockey, personnel supcr
,·iwr, has been elected to a three-
1·car term on the Bluefield Chapter 
~\meri can Red Cross board of direc
tors. M rs. J. S. Dodd, wife of the 
commercial department employee, has 
alw been elected to a post in the 
Bluefield R ed Cross Chapter. 

Welch District 

Sympathy is extended M r. and 
M rs. H oward Bivens on the death of 
her siste r-in- law, and Mr. and Mrs. 
Louis D eFelice on the death of his 
sister-in-law. 

Sympathy is also extended Mr. 
:md Mrs. C . R. Settle on the death 
of her mother. 

Glen Jean Shepard of St. Peters
burg, Fla. , a former PBX operator, 
was a Yisitor in the W elch office re
cently. 

Thurmond Belcher, Grundy line 
gang groun<lman, has returned to 
work as a T &D clerk after four years 
in the Air Force. 

Thomas P. Lockhart, J r. , Grundy 
area representative, has been ap
pointed treasurer of the Buchanan 
Coun tv Fair Aswciation. 

W alter T. Lanter, head material 
clerk, has been appointed a member 
of the Community F.lection Com
mittee of the Agricultural Stabiliza
tion and Conservation program of 
the U . S. D ept. of Agriculture. 

Eleanor Knott, home economist, 
and Franklin Philpott, junior T &D 
clerk, have resigned. 

Employees resigning to reen ter col
lege are W . L. W eller, J r., Catherine 
Covington, Willis Robinson ·and 
Joseph Alvarez. 

Elmer Paul Shortridge, Grundy 
m eter reader, has resigned to enter 
~ollege. 

Who Needs A Fork? 

Real yummy! That's what these 
youngste rs thought of the watermelon 
served at the Roanoke district · picnic 
at Lakeside on August 7 . Walnut 
Avenue employees joined the district 
for the outing and swelled the number 
attending to about 500. In addition 
to the picnic, many enjoyed swimming 
and amusement park rides. 

Abingdon District 

Rc:idcntial and rural department 
employees held a hamburger fry at 
Back Bone Rock. Millie Edwards, 
home economist, w;ts in charge of 
arrangements. 

Shirley Grubb, residen tia l and rural 
dcpartmcn t, has rctu rncd to work 
after an extended illness. 

Bc1·erly Pi erson M arion, former 
home economist, visited the Abing
don oflicc with her husband. She 
lives in Indiana as a home demon
stra tion agent. 

Huntington District 

New cmp!oyccs include Nancy J o 
Cridd le, system billing, and J ames A. 
Shaffer, J r., T &D engi neering. 

Sympathy is extended M ary Lou 
Young on the death o f her fa ther. 
She recently resigned her position 
with the system bill ing office. 

Williamson District 

Patricia E isel, commercial, has re
tu rned to •..vork after a recent illness. 

Lawwn King, son of F.. E. King, 
played center for the East in the 
an nual East-'West H igh School foot
ball game in Lexington, Ky., August 
I+. The King family attended the 
contest. Lawson will enter the U ni
' ersi ty of Kentucky this fa ll. 

Sympathy is ex tended Burnice 
Sowell, transportation, on the death 
of hi s fa ther-in-law. 

Logan District 

T ennis C. Ferre ll , collector, re
signed to enter school. 

Also resigni ng were Faith D. 
H arris, who will accompany her hus
band to Alabama, and Lola D. Adkins, 
engineering. 

Mrs. Golden Clark of Gallup, 
New Mexico, recently visited em
ployees in Logan. She is a former 
commercial department employee. 

Appa-Lassies held a wiener roast 
and swimming party at H olden Au
gust 5. 

THE ILLUMINATOR 

. . 

~-t~-----~19,tj',;,:zl:! 
,,,- ~,:&~ 

~ .. =>:t.. ..":. ' ... , . '-:- ~ .,.... , .. 

Pikeville District 

Ira Smi th, lineman, has returned 
to work following an appendectomy. 

D avid R atcliff and T roy L ee have 
returned to work following fractu res 
received in softball games. 

M ar tha Rutherford is a new ac
counting employee. 

Sympathy is extended Tilden 
J ustice, meter reader, on the death 
of his mother, and Bruce P rater, 
meter record clerk, on the death of 
his father-in-law. 

Ashland District 

D a1·e Broughton, engineering, has 
returned to work after recoveri ng 
from a serious knee injury. 

S_vmpath~· is extended Emil Green, 
engineering, on the death of his 
Lither- in-la\\". 

Hazard District 

W ill ie J ones, retired employee, is 
recupe rating at his home at Dryhill 
after undergoing treatment al a Lex
ington hospital. 

Bob Bibb, commercial, attended a 
two-week Army Rescn·e training 
course at Fort Knox. 

Curiosity Killed Snake 

What happens to a five-foot black
snake when he becomes too curious? 
P ike1·ille district employees found out 
when they discovered the remains of 
just such a snake on a breaker in 
D raffin substat ion recently. The 
blacksnake was dead and badly burned. 

Cecil C. M cClellan, line section, 
has returned to work following a rc
cen t illness. 

J ake B. Sells, line section, broke 
h is ankle in a recent motorcycle ac
cident. 

I. W. "Bill" White, retired em
ployee, is now at home following 
hospital surgery. 

Fie ldale District 

I rene Adkins, clerk in the T&D 
department, resigned . 

Ammon Sears, Stuart office area 
supervisor, has returned from Cuba. 
H e accompanied a boy scout troop 
there as vice chairman of scouts in 
that area. 

Virginia H ancock, home economist, 
attended the home economist meet
ings at M yrtle Beach August 22 
through 25. 

The distri ct held its annual picnic 

Young Hoofers 

Peter Pan Follies in Welch featured 
daughters of three Weith district em
ployees. They are, from the left: 
Sarah Chaffins, daughter of W . A. 
Chaffins, merchandise order and bill
ing clerk; Francine Adams, daughter 
of Fred Adams, line inspector, and 
granddaughter of S. P. Bell, retired 
employee; and Carolyn Rhudy, daugh
ter of J . B. Rhudy, meter se rviceman. 

at Fairystone Park recen tly. Fried 
chicken and the trimmings were 
served. 

Lynchburg District 

F rcenun L. M oore, J r., junior 
PBX operator, has resigned. 

H arold W. Nelson is a new junior 
PB X operator. 

Four employees recently completed 
two weeks of summer encampment 
with the 29th Infantry Division, Vi r
gi nia Nation.il G uard, at Ind ian town 
Gap Mili tary R eservation near H ar
risburg, Penns_rh•ania. They include 
Captai n G. C. Wheele r, Lieutenant 
.J. F. Wilson, Jr., and Lieutenant 
H. M. F igg, J r., all of engi neering 
~cction, and Sergeant G. W. Stone, 
J r., stores. 

Edward F. Lacy, J r., meter, spent 
two weeks acti1·c duty at Fort Knox 
in the Army Reserve. 

Roanoke District 

M rs. H. L. Fr inger is a new em
ployee in the loca l accounti ng office 
contract department. She came from 
system accounting. 

Mrs. Lilli an Spradlin, who has re
signed from the contract department, 
was entertained at an August 9th 
di nner. 

S_rn1path_1· is extended Mrs. ]. 'vV. 
Stephens on the death of her father. 
Mr. Stephens is an employee in divi
sion engineering. 

System 

V. C. N elson, system control w ire
man, has retu rned to work after a 
recent illness. 

R. L. H all , system electronic engi
neer in Charleston, has retu rned to 
work after recovering from inj ur ics 
suffered in an automobile accident. 

M rs. \'. S. L ikens, wife of the 
system station department employee, 
has retu rned home from the Lewis
Galc H ospital. 

Women employees on the fourth 
floor, Roanoke office, honored M rs. 
Gerry LaPradd, who recently re
signed from system personnel, with 
a di nner August 20. 

M rs. Connie Smi th is a new system 
personnel employee. 

Ann Middlekau ff M anning, system 
accounting, has resigned. 
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Charleston District 

New employees .include J ame~ 
Fizer, engineering; Peggy T rail , 
commercial; Robert William Keene r, 
system meter; Leonard Sutherland, 
accoun ting; and J acquel ine Akers, 
Whitesville office. 

Employees who have resigned to 
return to school include: Carol Cole, 
accounting; R ichard Stoakley, mete r; 
and Bobby W atson, stores. 

Others who have resigned include 
M ary J ames, commercial; Carol Fer
guson, commercial; P. E. Thompson, 
line section; and Anna Lee Mullins, 
Whi tesvi lle office. 

Joe Burdette, commercial, scrrcd \ 
on the lighting committee for the"'-../ 
annual North-South All-Star football 
ga me played in Charleston August 14. 

Sympathy is extended F. B. 
T hompson, stores, on the death of 
his brother. 

Lois 'vVi lson, manage rial, was guest 
of honor at a bridal shower given by 
Ouida Miller, d ivision commercial, 
at her home. Women attending from 
the Charleston office included Roberta 
Sisson, D elores M cD owell, J uanita 
H ively, Thoma J arrell, Freda Ship
lc.1', Golda Johnson, Phyllis Rowe and 
Jane Abbott. 

Jo Snyder, senior cashier-clerk, 
Clendenin office, has been elected 
secretary of the Civic~ D epartment, 
Clendenin Woman's Club. 

Annual all-girls swim-di nner parr~· 
was held at Kanawha Country C lu b 
August 3. Attending were 80 women 
employees from the Nitro, St. Albans, 
Cabin Creek, Kanawha R ive r, M ont
gomery and C harleston offices. 

Philip Sporn Plant 

George Wolf, Clarence T ennant, 
Keith Arnold , Robert Gi lmore and 
Glen Cartwright ha\'e ente red Chester 
Hil l Country Club's annual golf 
tournament. 

Sympathy is extended Leslie In
ge ls, guard, on the death of his 
b1othcr, and Mr. and Mrs. D onald 
Ohlinger on the death of her father. 

Paul H uber, con1·eyor operator, has 
retu rned to work after recovering 
from a broke n leg. 

Beckley District 

Billie Ann Anderson is a new 
home economist. 

Mrs. Dorothy Barker has retu rned 
to work after se1·eral days' illness. 

William R. J essup, O ak Hill arc:. 
employee, has resigned to continue 
his schooling. 

Kanawha Fun 

These children are probably thinking 
that walking on eggs would be easier. 
They are part of the crowd that gath
ered recently at Beckwith 4 -H camp 
for Kanawha River plant's annual em
ployee picnic. The object of the game, 
one of several held for children, was 
to race with a balloon tied to each 
ankle. Sounds easy? Balloons have 
a likeness for getting under feet which 
can have disastrous results. Food was 
served ta 285 guests at the picnic; 
by members of the Service Club. 



September, 1954 

J. F. Spencer Gets 
35-Y ear Emblem 

J ohn F. Spencer, station super
visor in the Pulaski distr ict, com
pleted 3 5 years' service with the 
company on August I and was 

Mr. Spencer 

awarded h i s 
service pin. 

H e started 
with the com
pany in 191 9 
wi th the sub
station mainte-
nance c r e w 
with G. E . Cal
lahan. T h i s 
w o r k carried 
th em all ove r 
the old A. E . P . 

system, now the Bluefield and Roa
noke divisions with the exception of 
the City of Roanoke. 

( • In 1930 he transferred to the 
\_)Pulaski district. H e is married, mem

ber of the First Methodist Church, 
Elks Club and the Red Cross Gallon 
C lu b for blood donations. 

Weaver Believes Her 
Hobby Is Teacher As 
Well As Useful Art 

Mrs. R. G. :ik1nner prepares ta turn 
out onother line of fabric in on article 
she is weaving. The finished mats are 
being rolled on the beam beneath the 
loom. 

Mrs. R. G . Skinner is a wea\'er of 
patience. She is also a weaver of 
threads, and she believes tha t patience 
necessarily accompanies the weaving 
of threads into beautiful and useful 
ar ticles. 

Mrs. Skinner, who has become 
proficient in the art of weaving, found 
that it was a good teacher of patience 
and also taught her to finish what she 
starts. She attends weaving classes 
three nights a week, doing so for three 
years. 

The wife of R. G . Skinner, 
Charleston d ivision commercial man
age r, Mrs. Ski nner says that the 

'V weaver is lim ited in his designs only 
b_v the bounds of his imagination. 
When she carefully arranges differe nt 
colo rs of thread in preparation for the 
shuttl e on her weaver, she controls 
her patte rn with a foot paddle. One 
tiny line of fabr ic is produced at a 
time, bu t from the machine will 
emerge a beautifu l carpet, or perhaps 
an apron or place mat. 

Mrs. Skinner says that weavin~ is 
not as complica ted as it looks. H er 
comment on weaving is: " I t's worth 
while, it's fu n and it's fascinating." 

Scott Promoted Recently; 
1 llluminator1 Heeds Not 

Through an error last month, 
Mi lton W. Scott was listed as being 
promoted to residential and rural sales 
rcpresen ta ti ve in the Point Pleasan t 
distr ict. 

Actually Mr. Scott was promoted 
to residential and rural sal es super
visor in Point Pleasant. The story 
also carried promotions of four other 
Charleston men. 
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Hills Hamper Workmen .Roanoke Collector 
Retires Recently Pikeville Pole Replacement Is Not Easy Job 

Mr. Dearing 

H enry W. D earing, collector in 
the Roanoke local accoun ting depart
ment, was retired recently due to ill 
health. 

Mr. Dearing j oined the company 
August 2, 192 6, as an electrician and 
worked in various capacities until he 
became a collector. H is work has 
carried him to all par ts of the district. 

Replacemen t of poles is a d ifficult 
job under ord inary circumstances, 
but when the poles are located on a 
steep h ill the job becomes that much 
harder. 

T hat's the problem line crews in 
the Pikeville d istri ct face in most of 
their pole replacement jobs. Pi ke-
1·i lie country is moun tai nous, and 
when poles are loca ted on a hill the 
t ruck and w inch line med in the 
operation have to be operated from 
the bottom. Tram portation of too!s 
and the poles themselves becomes a 
problem in i tself and portable radios 
become a necessity. 

These problems were faced and 
overcome in a recent two-pole re
placement opera tion near D rift, Ken
tucky. Holes, which have to be ten
feet deep, were bh sted w ith dynamite 
because of the rocky terrain. T hen 
poles were brought to the area by 
tra iler from Pikeville and a winch 
li ne and careful ri gging transported 
them up the h ill. Duri ng the opera
tion the 44-kv line was de-energized 

LEFT: Jess Collier and Ireland Layne hong blocks in preparation for the 
setting of a second pole in the structure. RIGHT: Red Clark, Ira Smith 
an:f Hylton Williamson busy themselves on the ground while the linemen 
above prepare for sending up of the winch line. 

but the accompanying 12-kv line re
mai ned energized for customers. 

T ransfe r of conductors and material 
from the old to the new began and 
after careful work the job was com
pleted wi thout incident. Fi nal step 

was removal of the old poles to the 
pole yard . 

H e li ves in Roanoke and he and 
his wife have one son and four grand
children. M r. D ear ing expects to 
work around his ho111 <:: and plans to 
r:use a garden and w me chickens. 

Three Camp Counselors, Including Employee's 
Son, Land At Ashland After Long Canoe Trip 

Taking par t in this particular 
opera tion were D enver Layne and 
O scar H amilton, line foremen ; J ess 
Collier, Ira Smi th, D ennis Red 
Clark, H ylton W illiamson, I reland 
Layne, and Bob Cru tchfield, line
men ; Cecil D eboard and J ames 
Burke, groundmen; and J ames M c
Reynolds, Albert W ebb and Charles 
Ra tliff, truck dri ver-groundmen. Lucky Winner 

End of a 235-mile canoeing trip is in sight for these three comp counselors. 
They ore, from the left: Chuck McMullin, John Gordon and Jim Wieland. 

No, he wasn't so excited he climbed 
a pole. It's just that W . 0 . Settle, 
Charleston district area serviceman in 
the Clendenin office, was on the job 
when he was awarded this television 
set in a Charleston sales contest, 
" Watt's The Differenc.i." Bud Mur
ray, district commercial manager, con
gratulates Mr. Settle while C. V. 
Horris, Clendenin area supervisor, 
looks on. The contest, helping 
Charleston district to win the Appa
lachian Seven Months Sal.is campaign, 
ron from Aoril to July 16. Em
ployees turned in prospects to be eli
gible for the TV set, ond Mr. Settle's 
name was the one drawn in the lucky 
draw contest. Total of 932 prospects 
were turned in and 399 sales made. 
Mrs. Anno Lee Mullins of Whitesville 
and Mrs. Edith Wright and Russ 
Garten, both of Charleston, turned in 
the most prospects. 

Three camp counselors, one of 
them an employee's son, canoed 23 5 
miles down the O hio Ri ver to Ash
.land recently. 

M aking the lengthy, eight-day trip 
was J ohn Gordon, son of R. L. G or
don , Ashland district employee. 
When the three landed from their 
camp in W ashington, P ennsylvania, 
they fell to on steak, m ashed potatoes 
and chocolate cake at the Gordon 
home. They m ade the trip wi thout 
a ten t and carri ed mostly dehydrated 
food . T hey borrowed their equip
ment from Camp Buffalo, where they 
were counselors. 

J ohn, a studen t at VPI and director 
of the cra ft shop at Camp Buffalo, 
sa id they co1'ered ' 5 3 miles the first 

Real Pleasure To Eat Here 

Housewife's dream is the Mack D. Williams' kitchen in Kingsport. The Kings
port appliance repairman was not satisfied with the kitchen in a home he 
recently bought so he tore everything out and started with four bore walls. 
Using his wif·e's ideas and his own he gradually converted the room into one 
of complete.ly modern design. Cabine ts are mode of knotty pine with magnetic 
latches and open from both sides. Above, his wife, Mory Frances, serves 
Mr. Williams and son Johnny Mack from her built-in range. All other major 
appliances and the sink are also built in and the whole project is topped 
off with diffused lighting. 

day. Accompanying him were Chuck 
M cMull in of Wellsburg, W. Va., 
and J im Wieland, of Allison Park, Pa. 

Lynchburg Girl Writes 
Outstanding U DC Essay 

Sand ra H ooper recently won local 
and state awards in annual United 
D aughters of the Confederacy essay 
competi tion. 

The daugh ter of Robert G. 
H ooper, Lynchburg district meter 
rection, Sand ra took second prizes 
for her essay entitled "Jefferson 
D avis, Presiden t of the Confederacy." 

A senior this fall , she is president 
of the E ta G amma Chi sorority, liter
~ry editor of the school magazine 
and a member of the Assembly com
mittee and student council. 

Lynchburgers Take 
Cooking Classes 

What's cooking? Plenty-if the 
interest of Lynchbu rg women em
ployees is any ind ica tion. 

Sixteen of them comple ted a se ri es 
of cooking schools conducted by M rs. 
M ary T. DuLaney, home economist. 
She conducted the two-hour sessions 
after receiving a n umber of requests 
for a cooking school. 

Covered in the six sessions were 
oven meals, surface meals, broiling, 
canning and freezing, baking, prep
aration of salads and quick m eals. At
tending were Virginia G. D eaner, 
J oyce A. Brown, J eanette T. Almond, 
Bessie L. J ohnson, Doris D. Stanley, 
Sallie L. M oore, Sally K. Pollok, 
Agnes L . D illard, Anne C. Carson, 
J ane D. Armistead, June B. W ood
son, Joyce G. Via, Eli za M. Blanken
ship, J oan P. Smi th, Kay V. H udson 
and J eanne P. Ramsey. 

Gifts Presented 
Frank Drenner 
On Retirement 

Mr. Drenner 

Some people think of retiremen t 
as a time to si t in an easy chair and 
j ust relax, but not J. Frank Drenner. 
Frankly, Frank was surprised when 
one of hi s da ughters presented him 
an easy chai r and stool and told him 
the family was anxious for him to 
me it in hi s retiremen t. 

T he gene ral serviceman in the 
Logan d istrict retired August 31 af ter 
33 yea rs w ith the company. A group 
of employees honored him at a d in
ner on August 12 and presen ted him 
with a g ift . Other employees also 
presen ted a g ift to this popular old
timer. 

Frank fi rst wo rked for the com
pany in 1914 and la ter in 1919. H e 
started as a lineman in 192 1 and 
remembers working with a team of 
g ray mules through mud and brush 
to install lines in the mountainous 
te rr itory. 

H e started trouble shooting in 
1925. Since that time he has been 
on call 24 hours a day and worked 
33 yea rs w ithout any d isabling 111 -

j ury. 

M r. and M rs. Drenner are the 
parents of six children, five of whom 
are living. Fran k says he has been 
getting ready for re tirement for 
several years and plans to remain in 
Logan, working around hi s own home 
and some ren tal property h e owns. 
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Veterans Receive Service Emblems 

I 

These company veterans received service pins for 20 or 
more years' se rvice in recent weeks. TOP, from the left : 
A. C. Fife, Logan, 30 years; 0 . M. Jones, system, 30 years; 
V. W . Hinton, Pulaski, 30 years; B. H. McKeever, Roa
noke, 30 years; Earle Wood, Bluefield, 25 years; and 
Helen Sue Spangler, Bluefield, 25 years. MIDDLE, from 
the left : C. D. Weight, Ashland, 25 years; A. L. Heldreth, 

Charleston, 25 years; Waddie E. Crouch, Lynchburg, 25 
years; Paul Johnson, system, 20 years; and C. E. Martin, 
system, 20 years. BOTTOM, from the left, all 20 years : 
A. R. Barber, Hazard; Charles D. Turner, Hazard plant; 
Reginald P. Jackson, Welch; A. J . Wilk inson, Charleston; 
L. E. Jones, Charleston; and Raymond Ray, Logon plant. 

Appalachian Electric Power Company 

ABINGDON DISTRICT 
JAMES R ICH ARD W ARDE 1 from engineering aide to commercial 

sales engineer; W. L. SMYTHERS from lineman to engineering aide. 

BECKLEY DISTRICT 
EUSTACE ROBERTSON from meter serviceman C to meter serviceman 

B; P AUL E. PAULEY from material clerk, stores, to head T &D clerk, 
T &D department. 

BLUEFIELD DISTRICT 
ALICE H. COALTE R from office messenger, local accoun ting, to clerk 

typist, T&D records section; RO BERT M. COOPER from rodman, T&D 
<·ngineering section, to material clerk, stores; ARNOLD E. G ILLESPIE 
from junior draftsman, T&D engineering section, to junior T&D clerk, 
T &D records section; D . J. WYSOR from junior T&D clerk, T&D line 
section, to meterman C, T &D meter section. 

CHARLESTON DISTRICT 
R. W. PALMER from station man B to station man A, T&D station 

section. 

HUNTINGTON DISTRICT 
ALICE D . G ILCHRIST from stenographer to secretarial stenographer; 

W ILLIAM H. LOCKH ART from meterman C to meterman B ; TROY W. 
H ATFlELD from meter ten- ice helper to meterman C. 

KANAWHA RIVER PLANT 
J. W. MINDER, chemist, tramferred to K_vger Creek P lant. 

SYSTEM 
BEE W ARRE from system accounting to s_vstem station depa rtment. 

Kingsport Utilities, Inc. 

GEORGE W. GOTT from meterman C to meterman B, T&D meter 
~ection; LI D SA Y WADE, JR., from lineman C to lineman B, T &D line 
;ection; LOIS BLAKELY from authorization clerk to junior bookkeeper; 
ANGELA MORRISO from junior contract clerk to authorization clerk, 
~ccounting department. 

Joyce DeBusk Graduates 

J oyce D eBusk, daughter of John 
DeBusk who is Welch distri ct area 
serviceman, graduated from Johnson 
M emorial H ospital in Abingdon and 
is now a registered nurse. She en
tered Johns H opkins H ospital in Bal
timore to specialize in pediatrics. 

C. B. Shull, Retired, 
Dies At His Home 

Charles B. Shull, retired employee 
in the Sprigg area of Williamson dis
trict, died J uly 13 at his home. 

H e was employed as a carpenter 
and retired M ay 1, 1942. Survivors 
include hi s wife and three chi ldren. 

Kentucky Awards . 
(Continued f1·cm Page 1) 

All three Kentucky districts received 
plaques li ke this. At the bottom ore 
dates of the yeors that district worked 
without a disabling injury. 

million man-hours without a disabling 
injury. 

Recogn ition didn't stop there. In 
individual district meetings recently 
e~ch district was presented a plaque 
denoting the years they have worked 
without disabling injuries. The 
plaques were designed by 0. 0. H en
derson of Ashland. 

Finally, each employee who quali
fies is annually awarded a pin de
noting a year free of disabli ng in
juries. Presen tation of these awards 
:md plaques was handled by the Ken
tucky Power Company Accident P re
vention Committee, organized in 
1952. 

Welch Service Building 
Gets 75-Ft. Neon Sign 

New neon sign on the Welch 
se rvice build ing cut out a lot of 
questions. 

For the past eight yea rs people 
have been asking employees m the 
downtown Welch office how to get 
to the service building. As the 
building had no sign, directions neces
sarily got complicated. The new sign 
corrects this situation as it is 7 5 
f cet long. 

• 
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Appalachian Electric Power Company 

Beckley District- 20 YEARS: Charles Ellison, area serviceman; W. P. 
J ennings, area servicemrn; I 0 YEARS: Emma J ean Wi lson, senior merchan
dise order and billing clerk; 5 YEARS: R. R. Griffith, area supervisor A; 
Archie Ri ne r, J unio r T &D clerk, records section; R. W. M artin, engineering 
aide; Frances Jones, senior cashier-clerk; Pau I E. Pauley, head T&D clerk, 
records section. 

Bluefield District--25 YEARS: l•:arlc Wood, di1,ision residential and 
rural sales supervisor; H elen Sue Spangler, secreta ri al stenographer, division 
personnel. 

Cabin Creek Plan~- I 0 YEARS: George Perdue, boiler maintenance 
helper. 

Charleston District- 35 YEARS: F.. L. Smith, general foreman, line 
section; 25 YEARS: A. L. H eldreth, station foreman, station section; 20 \ 
YEARS: L. E . Jones, general scn' iccman; A. J. Wilkinson, general service-'-.,./ 
man; I S YEARS: J. B. Eplin, meter serviceman B; J. H. Basham, assistant 
credit supervisor; S YEARS: C. E. Sprad ling, commercial sales representa tive; 
R. L. Loudermi lk, comm ercial sales representative; W. G. McGraw, area 
sa !es represen ta ti ve. 

Fieldale District-S YEARS: F. D. Duckworth, meter supervisor; 
Virgin ia G. H ancock, senior home economist. 

Glen Lyn Plant-J O YEARS: C. E. Pennington, coal conveyor operator; 
B. M. Brown, electrical maintenance man. 

Huntington District- 1 S YEARS: George C. E verett, Jr., division 
residential and rural sales supervisor. 

Kanawha River Plant- 1 S YEARS: C. E. R ichards, as~istant control 
operator. 

Logan District- 30 YEARS: A. C. Fife, station foreman, T&D station 
section; S YEARS: R. M. Oakley, meterman C; G lenneeda V. Perry, 
junior petty cash clerk. 

Logan Plant-20 YEARS: Raymond Ray, boile r operator A; l S YEARS: 
M. F. Morrison, !ant office supervisor. 

Lynchburg District-25 YEARS: Waddie E. Crouch, lineman A, T&D 
line and station section ; IS YEARS: Robert L. H atch, hydro plant super-
1' isor, hydro production department, Rcusens; Leslie D . Wright, meter 
se rviceman A. 

Pulaski District-30 YEARS: V . W. Hinton, meter supervisor. 

Roanoke District- 30 YEARS: B. H. M cKeevcr, meter supervisor. 

Philip Sporn Plant-5 YEARS: Earl Q. Teaford, chemist. 

System-3 5 YEARS: W . P. Carter, system transmission line super
intendent; 30 YEARS: 0. M. Jones, system supervising electronics engineer; 
20 YEARS: P. J. J ohnson, system hyd ro supervising engineer; C. E. 
Martin, system control wireman A; I 5 YEARS: J. W. Kepner, assistant 
superintendent system operating; S YEARS: G. E. Elde r, system substation 
man B. 

Welch District-20 YEARS: Reginald P . Jackson, sta tionman A, Switch
back; I 0 YEARS: Otho J. Bragg, commercial sales representative. 

Kentucky Power Company 

Ashland District-2S YEARS: C. D. Weight. 

Hazard District-20 YEARS: A. R . Barber, district manager; Charles D . 
T urner, watch engineer, H azard plant. 

Kingsport Utilities, Inc. 

10 YEARS: F red P ierce, ground man, T&D line section; Clarence M. 
Carte r, lead draftsman, T &D engineering section . 

Huntington Crews Finish Aid Course 

Boyd Thompson demonstrates first oid on D. B. Dawson os part of a 12-hour 
advanced Red Cross first aid refresher course for Huntington district rural 
line crews of Milton, Hamlin ond Wayne. Included in the instruction was 
the arm lift-back pressure method of artificial resipration, transportation 
and splinting, wounds and their care and bleeding control. Shown wa tching 
from the left are : Carlos Akers, instructor, Samuel Spears, Ge.orge Akers, 
Ira C. Handley, E. C. Davis, E. C. Berry, W. H. Holly and Stonewall Fannin . 

Preston' s Address Missed 

Overlooked in retired employees 
featured last month in T HE I LLUMI

NATOR was S. T. P reston, former 
Charleston district manager. His 
address is 549 E ast French Avenue, 
Orange City, Florida. 

Chest X-Rays Made 

Chest X-rays to combat tuberculosis 
were made of 515 employees in the 
Roanoke area in early August. T he 
program, sponsored by the state and 
city heal th departments, was carried 
to ; .1dustries. 
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H. P. Dodd, Vet 
With 40 Years, 
Retires On First 

H. P. Dodd, assistant disbursing 
agent at Roanoke, retired September 
I after more than 40 years' service. 

A stag dinner was held in his honor 
August 30 by associates at Yearly 
Haven. H e was presented a set of 
wood golf clubs, a golf bag and golf 
balls. The Appa-Mo Club, of which 
he is a member, also presented him 
with a complete fishing tackle outfit. 

He was first employed in May, 
I 9 14, as a bookkeeper in the local 
accounting office of Appalachian in 
Bluefield. He transferred to the 
System accounting department in 
Roanoke in 1930 and was promoted 
to his present position in February 
1950. " 

Active in comm unity affairs, M r. 
Dodd is an elder of the F irst P resby
terian Church; a member of Lake
land Lodge 190, A. F . & A. M. ; 
York R ite Masonic Rodies, Bluefield; 
member of the Shrines' Uni Kedem 
Temple in Charleston and past master 
of M ercer Lodge o. 160 in Blue
field. 

Mr. and Mrs. Dodd have two 
children, a daughter who lives in 
Roanoke and a son who is a student 
at the Medical College of Virginia. 
They have two grandchi ldren. 

W. P. Carter, Of 
System T&D, Gets 
35-Year Emblem 

W . P. Carter, superintendent of 
system transmission line department 
in Bluefield, observed his 35th ann i-
1·ersary of company service and was 

presented h i s 
3 5-year pin by 
J. P. Cruick
;hank, general 
superintendent 
of system T&D 
department. 

Emp l oyed 
September I, 
19 19, in the 
construction de-

Mr. Corter partment, for 
the first seven 

years he rece ived extensive training 
and experience under the late 0. H . 
W hite in substation and highline con
struction and operation. H e was ap
pointed general superintendent of the 
Bluefield-Clinch Valley district in 
April, 1926, and served in that posi
tion until his promotion to h is present 
position in April, 1944. 

H e has been an active contributor 
to AGE Operating otes and received 
the Annual Award for the outstand
ing article of 1950 with " M echanical 
Clearing of R ights-of-W ay." H e is 
pre~endy serving on the line subject 
committee of the general safety com
m ittee. 

Born in F lorence, Alabama, in 
1899, he received his education in 
schools there. H is hobby is a work
shop in his Bluefi eld home. 

Roanokers Named To 
Al EE Posts As Three 
Go To Convention 

Several system and Roanoke dis
trict employees were installed as 
officers of the Virginia Mountain 
Section of the American Ins ti tu re of 
~lcctrical Engineers at a recent meet
ing. 

Mr. Clarke 

Henry A. 
Clarke, system 
station superin
tendent, w a s 
elected chair
man of the 
group. Serving 
on the execu
ti ve committee 
for the coming 
year are J . B. 
Whitmor e, 
Roanoke divi

sion commercial manager; E. W. 
'Woody, system substation department; 
and E. L. Munday, Jr., Roanoke dis
trict commercial manager. 

M r. Munday retired as chairman 
of the group and was presented a 
past chairman pin and certificate of 
recognition by Mr. Clarke. 

Mr. Clarke represented the Vir
ginia Mountain section at the na
tional meeting of the American In
stitute of Engineers at Los Angeles. 
T wo other Appalachian men also at
tended. They were Paul C. Kelsey, 
H untington district engineer repre
senting the Ohio Valley Section, and 
George W . Unangst, Charleston 
meter superintendent representing 
the W est Virginia Section. 

Three Cats 

Huntington division's three cats line 
up to have their picture token. They 
are, from the left, Pussy Cat, Petunia 
and George " Cot" Everett, division 
residential soles supervisor. Pet unia 
is of the skunk side of the feline 
family and hos proved herself useful 
in division soles promotion. It seems 
that the d istrict manager with the 
lowest percentage of soles quota be
comes Petunia's keeper until he can 
climb off the bottom of districts. Who
ever takes his place also gets Petun ia . 
Petunia hos some other names; among 
the mentionable ones ore Sweet Willie 
ond George Junior Cot. Whatever the 
name, commercial employees agree he 
has reol soles in-" scent" -ive. 
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Kingsport Veteran 
Retires To Farm 

_/ 
, 

Mr. Collins 

"Of course, l 'm looking forward 
to retirement, but 1'11 miss the old 
steam plant and all the fellows 01·er 
there," said B. S. " Doc" Collins 
se1•eral days before retiring Septem
ber I . The Kingsport Utilities em
ployee noted, "The company has been 
mighty good to me and you won't 
Ii nd a better place to work." 

Doc with 4 1 years of service is the 
last of the "old-timers" at the Kings
port steam plant which is now in 
"cold reserve." He began May I 0, 
1913, as a fi reman. H e served as 
su~station operator, boi ler room man, 
boiler room foreman and working 
foreman. 

Preparing for retirement, he sold 
his home in Kingsport and bought a 
brick home abou t six miles out of 
town. Surrounded by 22 acres of 

. land, Doc plans to raise cattle, pigs, 
some grain for winter feeding, plus 
a large garden each summer along 
with a big strawberry patch. 

T he best part of this work, ac
cording to Doc, is that "If I feel like 
working, I will; if not, I'll just sit." 
He gets good television reception 
and likes to watch the ball games and 
wrestling matches. 

H e was born September 5, 1889, 
at New Canton, T ennessee. The 
Collins have one daughter. 

Customer's Letter 
Makes Reddy Blush 

Reddy's face was red at work in 
the Pikeville district the other day 
after receiving a short poem from a 
customer, 

Reddy sends out his delinquent 
uotices in poetic fashion, begging for 
his wages, and a recent one backfired. 
The customer's answer came back: 

Dear Reddy Kilowatt, 
I believe you' re fakin' 
My range payments' been taken 
Your bookkeeper is not on the ball 
If she didn't give me credit at all. 

Wages paid $6.33 
Sincerely yours: 
:\ check found that the customer 

\\'as right. 

Unit Two At Sporn Ge.ts Overhaul 

Over~aul ~f Un!t 2 ~t Spor~ plant saw the low pressure generator opened fo r 
the first time since 1t was installed over four years ago. Fran k Titus, ma in
tenance foremo~ , is shown inspect ing t he huge sta tor which weighs 240 
tons. On the right can be seen the large rotor, weigh ing 75 tons, wh ich 
has been re moved from the stator. The unit was removed from service 
July 25 ond is scheduled to re turn to service early this month . 

Special Day 
Honors Retired 

Glen Lyn plant retired employees 
were honored recently with a Retired 
Employees Visitation Day. Sixteen 
attended the program which started 
at I 0 a. m. with checkers and card 
games. 

E. E. Thompson and F.. C. 
\Veatherly furnished music for the 
occasion. L. E. Turner, plant man
ager, welcomed the group at a lunch
eon and presented his collection of 
picture slides. 

C. F.. Archer, assistant plant man
ager, presented A. P. Whitt, A. H. 
H are and Samuel Hill, all retired this 
year, with gifts from plant employees. 
L. H. Saunders, Bluefield division 
personnel supervisor, was guest and 
made a talk. T he group toured the 
plant in the afternoon, taking special 
interest in jobs which they had done 
with the company before retiring. 

Others attending were J ohn A. 
Thornton, J. C. Neely, C. R. Wills, 
H arvey L. Clemons, H. G. Holdren, 
J. C. T hompson, R. Watson Wilkin
wn, Mitchell H . Wilkinson, George 
C. J ohnson, R . Ed H are, J. 0. Smith, 
Louis H. W iley and J. G. White. 

Freedom's Lamp In 
Dunbar Gets Assist 
From Reddy Kilowatt 

Freedom's Lamp in Dunbar now burns 
oll the time, thanks to Reddy Kilowatt. 

Thanks to Reddy Kilowatt, the 
firemen at D unbar are more at care 
these days. H e has taken over the ir 
task and trouble of keeping " Frec
<lom's H oly Light" burning. 

The Freedom Lamp was presented 
to the city by M ayor D. L. Sali sbu ry. 
Dedicated on Lincoln's birthday in 
I 9 5 3 in an impressive ceremony on 
the city hall lawn, the Freedom Lamp 
began as an oil burner. 

"Of course," Mayor Salisbury said 
"i t will have to be refilled often.': 
This job fell to the firemen. The 
mayor also said that when the lamp 
was li t "every effort will be made to 
keep it aflame forever.'' But the ele
ments stepped in and trouble keeping 
the lamp burning started . I t wasn't 
easy getting up in the early hours of 
the morning to refi ll the lamp when a 
gust of wind blew the flame out. 

So the firemen got permission to 
convert the oil burner to gas. The 
change was terrific! Terrifving too, 
mos.t of the time. F reedom's Lamp, 
at times, turned into a flame thrower 
that lighted the entire city hall: 

"The flame shot out all of li1·c 
feet," Fire Chief Dana Thumm said . 
" I suppose we piped too much gas 
to it." 

So, last Christmas Day the F ree
dom Lamp was converted once again, 
this time to electricity, and now 
everyone is happy. M ayor Salisbury 
and his firemen' are quite con tent to 
leave the job of keeping F reedom's 
Lamp burning to Reddy. And that's 
a job righ t up Reddy's alley. 
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Senter, Gilbert And 
Evans Receive Sporn 
Engineer Promotions 

Mr. Eva ns Mr. Gilbe rt 

Three Philip Sporn plant em
ployees have been promoted . Russell 
F.. Srnter has been moved up to plant 
engineer and Charles H. Evans suc
ceeds him as results engineer. In 
turn James P. Gilbert will replace 
Mr. F.vans as assistant results engi
neer. 

Mr. Senter is a nati1'e of Suffield 
Connecticut, where he attended 
Suffield Academy. A graduate of 
Rensse laer Polytechnic l nsti tu te, he 

Mr. Senter 

joined AGE as 
a test engineer 
in New York 
on June 21, 
1948. H e was 
transferred to 
Sporn May I, 
I 949, as test 
engineer an d 
became results 
engineer J anu
ary I 6, 19 5 I. 

Mr. Senter is 
married and has three children. H e 
is a deacon in the New H aven Luth
eran Church. 

Mr. Evans, a native of Pomeroy 
Ohio, attended high school there and 
graduated from Ohio University. He 
was first employed as a test engineer 
at Sporn on July 15, 1949. In 
Fehrnary, 1957., he hf>rame assistant 
results engineer. 

H e and. his wife reside in Pomeroy 
where he 1s a member of the Trinity 
Lutheran Church and the American 
Legion. 

Mr. Gilbert attended Monongah 
High School in his home town, Fair
mont, and is a graduate of West 
Virginia University. He joined the 
~o~pany Febru.ary 1, 1951, as a 
Junior test engineer at Sporn and 
later became test engineer. A mem
ber of the Federated Church and the 
American Legion, Mr. Gilbert re
sides in Pomeroy with his wife. 

Picnic Perils 

Oops! W ell, t hat's the risk you toke 
when you blow bubble g um. This girl 
hod a little bad luck du ring the bubble 
blowi ng contest ot Cabin Creek's an
nual employee p icn ic recently. Re
tired employees were among the over 
400 people a ttending t he picnic. 
U. G. Ellis wa s awa rded o prize a s the 
oldest re tired e mployee. He will soon 
be 82. Other re t ired employees a t 
tend ing were A. L. Co rnifax, J ohn T. 
Ferguson and S. M. Pickens. Mr. 
a nd Mrs. C. A. Kenda ll won the prize 
os t he longest ma rried couple, 40 
years, among t he a ctive e mployees. 
M r. and Mrs. C. R. Rogers have been 
married the shortest length of time, 
t wo years, and L. C. Williams, his 
wife and seven children represented 
the largest family. In addition to 
severa l rounds of food, the crowd 
also enjoyed many contests, swimming 
and o watermelon feast. 
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Cuts Travel Time 

West Virginia Turnpike Opens: Many Power Lines Moved 

Robert Johnston And 
Eight Others Named 
Lions Club Officers 

F irst 36- m ile section of W est V ir
g in ia's new $ 13 3-million turnp ike 
opens early this month between Beck
ley and P ri nceton. 

The 88-mile "highway in clouds" 
spli ts t he hear t of Appalachian terri
tory in W est Virg inia, ru n n ing from 
C harleston to Princeton . T hir ty- two 
of its m iles are in Ch arleston district, 
44 m iles in Becklev d istrict and 12 
miles in Bluefield dfst rict. T he entire 
turnp ike is sched uled to open by 
N ovem ber. 

W hen completed, eng ineers esti
mate t he toll road wi ll take less than 
half the time it now takes to travel 
between C harleston and P r inceton. 

Construc tion of the turnpike m ean t 
mountain tops had to be carved away, 
rivers and gorges spanned by 76 
bridges, a half-m ile tunnel bu ilt, fills 
made and streams d iverted. Along 
wi th all this work wen t the relocation 
by Appalachian emp loyees of many 
m iles of transm ission and distr ibu tion 
lines in the t h ree districts. 

I n th e Charleston d istrict alone, 
about 12 m iles of 4 4,000-volt l ines 
were re located to clear the new h igh
way. Marmet substat ion had to be 
com p le tely re located. At many places 
w here lines crossed th e new h ighway 
the number of c rossings we re red uced 
in h alf. Distribu tion li nes were re
located at 36 d iffe rent po ints. Some 
steel towers h ad to be relocated be
c;rnse of slides. 

Service to the h alf-m ile long Me
morial T unnel located between C abin 
C reek and the four-mile fork of 
Pain t C reek, was provided from 
G allagher and T om's Branch stations. 
T wo mi le> of n ew 2300-volt l ine was 
bui l t from Giles Station to provide 
emergency lighting service to the 
t un n el. 

I n the Beckley district, ni ne dis
tribu tion crossings over the new super 
high way were removed between 
C amp Creek and G hen t ; 54 crossings 
reduced to 11 in the G hent-Mossy 
d istr ibu tion ; ni ne crossin gs reduced 
to three in the M ossy-Milbu rn line. 
Four 4 4-kv crossings near M ilburn 
were rebu ilt and six 44,000-volt 
crossings in the Mossy-Mi lbu rn line 
reduced to two. 

In the Bluefield d istr ict, 27 dis
t ribu tion crossings were reduced to 
three in the O akvale R oad-Camp 
C reek section. 

Davis, Peirce Named 
To Legion Offices 

Mr. Davis Mr. Peirce 

T wo Bluefield distr ict employees 
h ave been elected to posts in Giles 
C ounty Post 6 8 of the American 
L egion. 

D avid M . D avis, working fore
man , was elected commander of the 
post while Ch arles A. P eirce, l ineman, 
was named to th e board of directors. 
M r. D avis is a World W ar II veteran 
wh ile Mr. P eirce served in World 
W ar I. 

M r. D avis joined the compan y on 
Ap r il 1, 19 46, and through a series 
of p romotions worked up to his pres
ent p osition on J une 22, 1953 . Mr. 
Peirce joined th e compan y on August 
2 0, 1915. 

Sect ion of four tones in West Virginia Turnpike near Beckley shows the 
use of concrete creeper lanes for trucks. The highway hos two 12-foot 
concrete traffic lanes throughout with these added lanes on grodes to 
permit passing. Its three se rvice areas, restaurant and service station facilities 
are located at Bluestone, Beckley ond Morton . Interchanges are ot Prince
ton, Beckley, Mossy, Chelyan, Kanawha City ond Reed. 

J. D. Russell Is 
Promoted To AGE 

Mr. Russell 

Carl Phillips Heads 
Hamlin Fire Co. 

C arl L. Phill ips, H u ntington d is
tr ict area sales representative, h as 
been n amed president of the H amlin 
Volunteer F ire D epartment. 

Mr. Phillips 

R ecently the 
17 -man depart
ment has been 
com pletely re
organized. Land 
h as been ob
tai n ed on wh ich 
a new fire 
h ouse w ill be 
b uilt. Pl a n s 
h ave been com
p leted fo r a 
horseshow, pro

ceeds to go toward constrnction costs 
and new equipment. 

M r. P hillips has been an employee 
since November 22, 193 8, and went 
to H amlin as area sales representati ve 
July 17, 19 5 I. H e is m arr ied and 
has two chi ldren . 

Phil ip Sporn plant employees swept 
pract ical ly all offices when the New 
H aven Lions Club held recent elec
t ions. N ine emp loyees were vo ted 
into posts in the organization. 

R obert Johnston, plant test engi 
neer, was na med to th e p residency, 

Mr. Johnston 

\ilih i le fi rst, <ec
ond and th ird 
vice presidents 
elec t ed were 
K arl Wi les, pay
ro ll su pervisor; 
J ack F rev, sec
ond ass i stant 
sh ift operating 
eng ineer; and 
Lloyd H ennon, 
first ass i stant 
sh ift opera ting 

engineer, respectively. 
John D yer , test engi neer was voted 

secretary-treasurer and R obert Layne, 
maintenance d epartmen t h elper, was 
elected ta il twiste r. D irectors elected 
were Cla rence T en nant, shift operat
ing eng ineer; R ober t Cook, instru
ment m ai n tenance man A; and C lay
ton A they, first assistan t shi f t opera t
ing eng ineer. 

Mr. J o hnston was fi rst em ployed at 
the plant in 195 1 as a junior test 
engineer. H e is a troop commi ttee
man in th e Boy Scouts and a mem ber 
of the fire department. Ma rried and 
the father o f two daughters, h e is a 
graduate of th e Universi ty of Cin
cinnati w ith a M.E. degree. 

Montgomery Lions Tour 
Kanawha Plant, See Film 

D ispensing with their usual busi
ness, members of th e M ontgomery 
L ions Club paid a visi t to Kanawha 
R iver plant recently . 

Sixty members toured the plant, 
a te d in ner in the cafeter ia and saw 
the com pany fi lm, "What I s Elec
tr ic i ty? " H. C. Skagg, plant mana
ger, talked to the g roup about the 
sig nificance of the plan t in th e M on t
gomery area. 

J. D . R ussell has been p romoted 
to AG E System p lanning an d operat
ing d epartmen t as field engineer w ith 
headq uarters in N ew J ersey. H e h as 
been in the distribution records de
partmen t of th e Abingdon d istrict 
since 1950. 

H e recently completed 3 5 years' 
service wi th AGE p roper ties. H e h as 
w orked at H azard p lant, Cabin 
Creek plan t, Logan plant, T win 
Branch p lant, Charleston di vision and 
the AGF. valuation department. 

Waving At Passing Trains In Y·outh Has 
Led Mose Jackson To Railroad Hobby 

A graduate of two electrical train
ing schools, M r. R ussell is a native 
of C am pbellsville, Ky . H e is mar
ried and th e R ussells have two daugh
ters and four grandch ildren. 

H e is a veteran of W orld W ar I, 
a member of the American Legion 
and the 40&8. The R ussells are 
members of the Sinking Spri ngs P res
bvterian Chu rch. Mr. and Mrs. R us
ce ll planned to move to O range, New 
J ersey, early this month. 

C. B. Burner Elected 
Lions Club Leader 

C. B. Burner was installed recently 
as p resident of t he E ast Bank Lions 

Mr. Burner 

C lub. H e 1s 
personnel super
visor at C abin 
C reek plan t and 
h as been w ith 
th e company 
since 19 5 I. 

H e is a ch ar
ter member o f 
the club, h av
ing served in 
vanous offices 
and on several 

committees. A graduate of M orris 
H arvey College, Mr. Bu rner is also 
active in the Boy Scouts, the Baptist 
Church and other comm u ni ty activi-
ties. 

Mose Jackson's son Eddy checks an his father's engineering talent os the two 
exhibit their mode.I railroad. 

Trains have always played an im
por tant part in the life of M ose 
Jackson, Ki ngspor t jani tor. 

W hen he was a boy h e would wait 
fo r a train to pass so that h e m ight 
11·ave to the conductor or eng ineer. 
T he fascinat ion continued when he 
was a young man worki ng in the trai n 
;·ards. 

And today trains sti ll captivate h is 
interest, even though on a smaller 
scale. For now M ose has h is own 
trains, models w hich h e runs on 
tracks h e has arranged in his h ome. 
A t night he and his seven-year-old 
son put three complete models through 
their paces o n 8 5 feet of track on a 
4 by 1 3 ft. pla tforrn. 

H is son, Eddy , is an experienced 
operator and handles switch ing du ties 
just l ike h is father. 

The 36-year veteran with Kings
por t and h is trai ns were honored re
cen tly w hen E ast Tennessee D istrict 
Fair officials asked hi m to display the 

ra ilroad in K ingsport in r\ ugust. 

Employee Appointed 
Grand Page Of Star 

M rs. Neva Shepherd , Princeton 
o ffice cashi er , h as been named Grand 
Page in the Order of t he Eastern 

Mrs. Shepherd 

Star. 
She wi ll serve 

for the Grand 
C hap te r which 
wi ll meet in 
H u n t in gto n 
October 8-9. 
G rand P ages are 
named by the 
Worthy Grand 
M atron, and to 
ac h i eve t he 
honor the per

son m ust have been a \Vorthy M atron. 
M rs. Shepherd was W orthy M atron 
last year in P r inceto n . She has been 
active in the organization for the past 
11 years. 

• 
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Miles A. Steckel 
Of System Meter 
Retires On First 

Mr. Steckel u • 
Miles A. Steckel, system mete r 

super in tendent, retired September I , 
after more than 4 0 yea rs with the 
comp any. 

Dinner attended by close fri ends 
and fe llow workers from the Sou thern 
P roperties was held fo r M r. Steckel 
August 28 in Charleston. H e was 
p resented a g ift of ap p reciation and 
friendship. 

Mr. Steckel was employed by the 
Virginian Power Company at C abin 
Creek on M arch 1, 1914, as super-
1-isor of me:e rs and substations and 
helped in the const ruc tio n of the 
C:1bin Creek plant an d substation. H e 
was p romoted to genera l meter su per
intendent on September 1, 193 6 . 
On August I , 1946, he moved up to 
hi o present position , w ith headquarte rs 
in C harleston, and assig ned duties 
01-e r the So uthern Prope rties of AGF.. 

H e was born Aug ust 25, 1888, at 
F.gypt, Pennsylvan ia, w here he re
ceived his education and expe rience 
w ith various compan ies in th e elec
tri cal fie ld. 

O utside in terests include two hob
bies, stam p collecting and a home 
workshop. H e is an act ive young 
people's worker, an d includes among 
his accom p lishm ents assistance to the 
Order of th e Rainbow fo r G irls in 
C harleston , where h e resides. 

Kingsport Holds Picnic 

K ingsport em p loyees an d t heir 
fa m ilies en joyed the company' s an
nual p icn ic and outing at W arriers' 
State Park August 18. Total of 296 
persons p artici pated in boating, horse
back r iding, pony rides, bingo, horse
<hoe pi tching and ea ting . 

Reddy Artist 

Reddy Kilowatt has become the fa
vorite ort subject of Bill Bell ond his 
neighborhood friends. Bill, the 14-
yeor-old son of Claude Bell, Switch
back station man in the Welch dis
trict, hos always wanted to be a com
mercial artist. After completing on 
ort course this past school session, he 
got his chance. He points figures on 
the bocks of leather jackets for his 
friends and Reddy is in the most de
mand. Above he exhibits one of his 
recent paintings. He also collects old 
guns ond makes motlels of antique 
automobiles. 
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Charleston Safety Supervisor Has Developed 
Highly Effective Flannel Board Safety Story 

J. E. Vickers Has 
35 Years' Service 

John C. Frazier has received h igh 
;praise for a fhnnel board presentation 
·he has worked up on safety. 

Called "A Basic Accident Control 
J?]an," the pre,entation makes strong 
use of over 7 0 colorful cards and car
toons to illustra'e points in the talk . 
lMr. Frazier, Charleston district sa fety 
rnpervisor, has presented the 40-
m inute story before many groups, in
cluding the Virgin ia State Safety Con
ference, and more recently, the AGE 
Safety Directors' meeting in Roanoke. 

Primary poin t of the talk is the 
importance of close work between 
operations and safety for the em
ployee's safety. T he story is divided 
in to four parts, including the im
portance of cooperation, aids to be 
.. used in this integration, reminder of 
:accident sequence and the supervisor's 
;part, and procedures to cope with un
safe acts and condi tions. 

The presentation was recently fea
tured in an article appearing in the 
Public Utilities Association Reporter, 
a publication of the Public Uti li ties 
Association of the Virginias. 

Mr. Frazier has been with the 
company since 1946. H e became a 
line inspector in the line section upon 
employment and was promoted to his 
present position in 1952. H e is mar
ried and has two daughters. 

S. W. Whaples Dies 
After Lona Illness 

Mr. Whaples 

Sidney Wilson W haples, 75, re
tired C harleston district groundman, 
died August 5 at his home at Kana
wha Two Mile after an extended 
illness. Mr. Whaplcs has been re
tired since March I, 1939. 

H e began employment in 1904 
as a repairman in the water depart
ment of the West Virginia Water and 
Electric Company, later added to the 
Appalachian system. 

H e was the father of A. F. 
vVhaples, Nitro-St. Albans office area 
serviceman. Born November 23, 
1879, at Pocatalico, he was a member 
of the Starcher Baptist Church at 
North Charleston. 

He is survived by his wife, seven 
sons, three step-sons, three daughters, 
two step-daughters, three siste.rs and 
26 grandchildren. 

Point Pleasant Picnic 
Boasts Food And Games 

About 230 Point Pleasant district 
employees and guests attended the 
annual picnic at H armon Park on 
July 25. In addition to food, a 
wide assortment of games and contests 
were played. 

Arrangements were made by ]. K. 
Shinn, C. H. Murray, J r. , Anna 
Wetzel, Diana Reidler, Bernice 
Roush, Vonda Barnette, J. D. Spiggle, 
S. N. Johnson, F. H. Taylor, W . C. 
Gilmour, ]. L. Twitty, E. M. Ster
rett, ]. R. Ware, Elizabeth M attox, 
Judith Ray, Paul Rairden, J. V. 
Mann and G. E. Roberts. 

John C. Frazier illustrates a point in 
his flannel board safety prese.ntation. 

Azel McCurdy Heads 
Safety Engineers 

Azcl McCurdy, J r., H untington 
district personnel supervisor, was 

Mr. McCurdy 

elected chair
man of the 
West Virginia 
Chapter of the 
American So
ciety of Safety 
Engineers at a 
recent Hunt
ington meeting. 
H e was vice 
chai rman of the 
group last year. 

H e h ad serv-
ed as chairman on various commit
tees, including program and engi
neering. "T ed" was employed by the 
company in February of 1926. 

Turner And Cook 
Elected Officials 
In Our Companies 

H arold Turner and Donald C. 
Cook were elected vice presidents and 
d irectors of our three companies at a 
meeting of the board of directors 
in New York City. 

Mr. Turner, who is vice president 
of the Ohio Power Company and suc
ceeded Graham Claytor as executive 
vice president of the AGE Service 
Corpora ti on on July I, also was 
elected vice president and a director 
of Wheeling Electric Company and 
Indiana & Michigan Electric Com
pany. He is former general manager 
of Ohio Power. 

Mr. Cook, an executive vice presi
dent of the Service Corporation, also 
was elected vice president and a di
rector of Wheeling Electric, I&M and 
Oh io Power, in addition to being 
named to the board of directors of 
Central Ohio Light & Power Com
p:my. 

Cardox Story In Magazine 
Article describing Cardox Corpor

ation operations near Cabin Creek 
plant appeared in the August, 1954, 
issue of Plant Engineering. 

The article, taken from one ap
pearing in the March, 1954, issue of 
THE lLLUMINATOR , tells how flue 
gas is taken from Cabin Creek plant 
for conversion in to carbon dioxide. 

J. E. Vickers, Beckley district sta
tion operator A, celebrated 3 5 years 
with the company on July 17 and re
ceived his 3 5-year pin. 

Mr. Vickers joined Appalachian as 

Mr. Vickers 

a lineman on 
July 17, 191 9, 
when he was 
24 years old. In 
1933 he was 
promoted to 
utility man and 
in 1937 to a 
district service
man. In 1943 
he moved up to 
his present posi
tion. 

A native of Montgomery, where he 
received his primary education, Mr. 
Vickers is married and the father of 
one. H is favori te hobby is hunting. 

When given his 35-yea r pin Mr. 
Vickers stated that there "has cer
tain ly been a lot of changes and im
provements in the company since the 
time I was employed." He stated 
that the methods, tools and equipment 
with which to work are much better 
than they were when his experience 
wi th the company began. 

Breaker Changes 

Installation of the 330,000 kv sy.stem 
made necessary 18 circuit breaker 
changes at the Ph ilip Sporn plant sub-
station . Rupturing capacity of 
breakers has been doubled to 
10,000,000 kva. The lower roted 
breakers will be shipped to other sta
tions to replace still lower rated 
breakers. Other construction ot the 
substation includes the erection of 
two bents for sleet melt facilities on 
the Kanawha and Muskingum 132 kv 
circuit. 

Roanoker Writes Article 
E. M. Payne, Roanoke stores de

partment, recently had an article 
published in Electrical W arid. The 
article, entitled "Fork Lift Adapter 
Facilitates H andling Wire Reels,'' ap
peared also in the April M onthly 
Operating Notes and in part in the 
June issue of Tim lLLUMINATOR. 

Bell Article Features AGE 
Story on AGE system appeared in 

the August issue of Long Lines maga
zine, publication of the Bell Tele
phone System. The four-page story, 
complete with photographs of many 
of the AGE facilities, is one of a 
series appearing in the magazine en
titled "Our Interesting Customers." 

Williamson Employees Head P. T. A. Groups 

These three Williamson district employees were recently e lected presidents 
of P. T. A. groups. From the left: Mrs. Lorrayne Corea, accounting depart
ment, South Williamson grade school; H. W. Cerrato, eng ineering deportment, 
Belfry grade school in Belfry, Kentucky, and Mrs. Wilma Justice, commercial 
department, Williamson Main Building grade school. 

• 
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Growing Garden Of Roses Is Blooming Hobby 
Of Charles Kinzer, Welch District Lineman 

What would you say if someone 
told you about a rose garden in 
which 1,400 blooms came out during 
a year, an average of over three dozen 
a day? 

You'd probably wonder who the 
person was who spent all his time 
taking care of the flowers. 

His name is Charles Kinzer and 
he's a lineman at Pocahontas in the 
Welch district. His rose garden is a 
spare time hobby rising out of two 
plants his mother started 25 years ago. 
Those two and 3 3 varieties are flour
ishing in Mr. Kinzer's garden after 
six years of careful work. Plans call 
for adding a few more varieties each 
year until the garden is full. 

Mr. Kinzer says that his biggest 
pleasure comes when he gives blooms 

0. H. Gregory 
Gets CredU For 
Joe Witts' Talent 

"Don't know him!" 

That's the reaction you'd probably 
get from any employee at the North 
Charleston service building if you in
qui red abou t 0. Houston Gregory. 

Mr. Witts 

tors at the building. 

But what 
these employees 
don't know is 
that they have 
been working 
with him since 
February 23, 
1953. 0. Hous
ton Gregory is 
the pen name 
for song wr iter
poct Joe Witts, 
one of the j ani-

It's been 20 years since h e wrote 
his first lyric, and si nce that time J oe 
has turned out 3 0 0 poems, 96 song 
lyrics, eight complete songs and two 
patriotic songs. Highlight of his 
career came when Crown Publica
tions of New York in 1940 published 
his book of poems, "Contemporary 
Poetry From Here And There." 

" I always liked to write,'' Joe 
says, "and once aspired to be a poet." 
He won several high school liter
ary awards which spurred him on 
to the many poems and songs he has 
turned out since. H e's unable to 
read music so when he gets an inspira
tion for lyrics he approaches a pro
fessional song writer with his idea. 

Joe has never had a song published, 
but that doesn't worry him. Although 
he would like for one of his songs to 
be published and become popular, 
the sa tisfaction he gets from j ust set
ting down the words keeps him hop
ing. H e explains that Tin Pan Alley 
is hard to crack unless you have the 
name. Thousands of songs go un
published every year because pub
lishers arc always swamped. 

Joe is vice president of Song 
\Vriters Associated of Charleston, 
Inc., an organization with 40 mem
bers. Theme of his songs are love 
and nature. H e writes both "pop" 
tunes and hillbilly music. And he 
hopes to go into musical commercials. 

So watch out for the name 0. 
H ouston Gregory on a music sheet. 
When vou see it, you can say, " I 
know him-that's Joe Witts." 

Dental College Graduate 

Ola Melton, daughter of Arthur 
M elton, Hillsv ille lineman, recently 
passed the Virginia State Dental Ex
ami ners Board for Dental H ygiene 
given at the M edica l College of Vir
ginia. She graduated from the Uni-
1·ersitv of T ennessee School of Den
istry. 

to persons who are sick or who ad
mire beautiful roses. 

It takes careful work to produce 
blooms like the ones in Charles 
Kinzer's rose garden . 

Hudson Named 
To AGE Position 

Mr. Hudson 

Floyd E. Hudson, administ rative 
assistant in the general office of O hio 
Power Company, has been named 
operating manager of transmission, 
distribution and utili zation fo r the 
AGE Service Co1 poration. 

A native of Gardiner, Maine, he 
received his early education in Maine 
and then attended Wentworth I nsti
tute in Boston , where he was gradu
ated in 1924. 

Mr. Hudson began his 30-ycar 
career in the electrical field in 1924 
when he joined the W estinghouse 
Electric Corporation at East Pi tts
burgh, Pennsylvania. From 1929 
until 1948 he served as electrical, 
planning and rate engineer, respect
i11ely, and assistant to the general 
manager of the Bangor, Maine, 
H ydro Electric Company. For the 
next four years, he served as assistant 
1·icc president for Day and Zimmer
mann, lnc., consulting engineers in 
Philadelphia. 

H e joined AGE in October, 1952, 
as an administrative assistant with the 
I nd iana and Michigan Elect ric Com
pany and .a year later was transferred 
to Ohio in that same capacity. 

A Navy veteran of World War 11, 
he sen·ed from 1943 through 1945 
wi th th e rank of lieutenant com
mander in the civil engineering corps. 

Cabin Creek Boy Wins 
College Scholarship 

President's scholarship at Morris 
Harvey College was awarded Vincent 
Edward T yree, star athlete at East 
Bank High School for three years. 
H e is the grandson of Mr. and Mrs. 
G. C. Williams with whom he makes 
his home. Mr. Williams is boi ler 
operator at Cabin Creek plant. 

The scholarship was announced 
August 9. A 1954 graduate, he was 
a basketball star who was a member 
of the sectional, regional and all
tournament teams. H e also was a 
member of the baseball team and 
manager of the football team. 
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Ready For Fall 

Facing the fashion season with o 
bright new look, Norma Jeon Fields, 
Roanoke office cashier, models on 
ensemble in Roanoke' s Smortweor
lrving Saks. Her "Domino Suit" by 
Don Millstein in imported worsted 
flannel features interesting cuffs and 
collar of grosgrain ond velvet and 
the soft feminine touch of a velvet 
bow. There's interest in the texture 
of her comelcrest coot, fall 's fashion 
wonder, luxurious Strook camel's hair, 
for the first t ime in beautiful colors. 

Charlene Litchford Is 

Honored With Shower 

Party and miscellaneous shower was 
given Charlene Litchford, Lynchburg 
employee and bride-elect of F. W . 
Thompson, on J uly 26, at Mrs. 
Virginia G. Deaner's home. M rs. 
June B. vVoodson was co-hostess. 

Attending were Mrs. Joyce A. 
Brown, Mrs. Joan P. Smith, Mrs. 
Jeanette T. Almond, Mrs. Doris D. 
Stanley, Mrs. Eleanor B. Wood, M rs. 
Jeanne P. R amsey, Mrs. Eliza M. 
Blankenship, Nancy R. Roberts, J ane 
W. Plunkett, Kay V. H udson, s·ally 
K. Pollok, Bessie L. Johnson, J ane D. 
Armistead, Anna Lackey, Agnes L. 
Dillard and Anne E. Carson. 

Huntington Women Are 

Auxiliary Officers 

Two women employees in the 
Huntington district T&D department 
were recently elected officers in the 
American Legion Auxiliary. 

Mrs. Ethel H yldahl, draftsman, 
was installed as president of Unit 
16 wh ile Mrs. Laura S. Collins, 
stenographer, became sergeant at arms 
at the same meeting. 

Rt\\1 2lrri\1als 

CARTER CH ADWICK is the new son of 
Mr. a nd M,, . C. C. Self, born July 28. Mr. 
Sel f is an Abingdon distr ict employee. 

MR. AND MRS. C ITARLIE P. MAY an
nounce the arrival of a son, Darrell Keith , 
on July 30. Mr. l\1ay is employed at Kingsport. 

A daughter DONNA SIIERIAN, was born 
to Mr. and Mrs. Charles S. Lingar . Mr. Lingar 
is employed at King:)porL. 

MR. AND M RS . R . T. !TARDY are the 
proud parents of :t son, Joseph Terrance. born 
July 25. Mr. H ardy is a Kanawha R iver 
pla nt employee. 

DAVI D ANDERSO JT, son of M,r. and 
Mrs. 0. A. Mathews. was born J u1y _i.1. 
Mr. Mathews is employed at K anawha River 
plant . 

MR AND M RS. C. C. MURRILL are the 
proud ·parents of a son, Charles Curtis, Jr .• 
born July 19. Mr. Murrill works a t Kanawha 
River plant. 

A son , DAVID B RUCE. was born July 29 
to M r. and M rs. J. D . H unley. Mr. Hunley 
is employed at Kanawha River plant. 

L
. A daughter, SUSA L EIGH , was born 

ugust 7 to Mr. and Mrs. Raymond 0. W1~t. 
M r. \Vitt is employed in the Lynchburg d1s

ict line and station se:tion . 

DE BRA LYNN is the new daughter of 
Ir . :ind Mrs. James Collins, born August 17. 

Mr. . Coll in ~ is. cmplored in the Lynchburg 
1st n ct engineering section. 

A son R'YCANJ'.)'1 .. IR., was born to 
Mr. and 

0

Mrs. Ryland Y. Bai ley 01~ J uly 30. 
1\11.r. Bailey is area sales representative in t he 
Bluefi eld district. 

M R. AND MRS. ROBERT SHEFFEY, JR., 
arc the parents of a son, Robert Edward, born 
August 8. Mr. Shcfl ~y is elect rical engineer 
in t he Bluefield div ision T&D department. 

A son TI'!OMAS ANDREW, was born to 
Mr. and M rs. Emmet D. H icks on August 
Ii· Mr. Hicks is emµloycd in the Bluefield 
engineering department. 

MR. AND M RS. RUSSELL SENTER are 
the paren t s of a son, Eric, born Aug~1st 13. 
Mr. Senter is Philip Sporn plant e ngineer. 

M R. AND MRS. ROBERT G. H ART are 
the parents of a son, Bruce Edward, born 
July 30. Mr. Hart is a barge altendant at 
Phi lip Sporn plant. 

KATHY ANN is t he new daughter of Mr. 
and M rs. Charles N. Haley, born July 9. 
tvlr. Haley is an .1u:c:i liary equipment operator 
at Philip Spor n plant. 

MR. AND M RS. DONALD L. LANNI NG 
are the parents of a daughter, Connie J o, born 
J uly 2 4.. Mr. Lanning is a maintenance man 
at Philip Sporn plant. 

A son, JOSEPH E. II. was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Joseph E. Cullen July 16. Mr. 
Cullen is a mcmhe:r of the P hilip Sporn plan t 
labor depart ment. 

M R. AND M RS. JAMES H . BENNETT 
are the parent s of a son, Samuel Joseph, born 
July 16. l\.fr. Bennett is a cont rol operator 
at the Philip Sporn plant. 

MR. AND M RS. GAIL P. BUCK are the 
parents of a son, Jon Paul, born August 7. 
Mr. Buck is a junior maintenance man at 
Philip Sporn plant. 

A daughter, MAR Y LUCI NDA. was born 
July 27 to M r. and Mrs. S.1muel Sherman L . 
Vealey. Mr. Vealey is chemist at Cabin 
Creek plant. 

Mary Sperow Honored 

Mary Sperow, Beckley home econ
omist and bride-elect of Robert R . 
Griffith, was honored August 4 with 
a miscellaneous shower in the audi
torium. M r. Griffith is area super
\'isor of the Rainelle office. About 
2 S people ~t tended and played games. 

M R. AND M RS. N. PAUL CANTLEY are 
t he proud parent s of a daughter. Patricia 
Marie, bor n on August i4. Mr. Cantley is 
a Logan district commercial department em
ployee. 

MICHAEL LEE is the son born to M r. 
and M rs. H . C . Alderson on July 6. Mr. 
Alderson is employed in the Charleston T &D 
line section. 

A daughter, R UT H ANN, was born to Mr. 
and Mrs. Sidney Jean on July 23. M r. Jean 
is a general serviceman in the Charleston T&D 
line section. 

M R. AND M RS. DEWELL B. DUNLAP 
arc the parents 0£ a son, T homas Caroll , 
born August 1 . Mr. Dunlap is employed in 
the CharleslOn district commercial department. 

PAMELA JO is the name of a daughter 
born July 27 to M r. and Mrs. Bruce Schrader. 
Mrs. Schrader is the daughter of 0. B. Kidd, 
P ul:i. ski. 

M R. AND M RS. KERM IT JACKSON are 
t he parents of a son, John Scott, born August 
17. Mrs. Jackson is a former Pulaski em
ployee. 

MR. AND MRS. S. ] . COR N ETT are the 
parent s of a daughter, L inda Carol, born 
August 17. Mr. Cornett is a member 0£ the 
H azard district meter department. 

MARVIN LOWE, J R., is the name of a 
son born to M r. a nd Mrs. Marvi n Combs on 
August 17. Mr. Combs is a member of the 
H azard T&D depart ment. 

MR. AND MRS. JACK R. BLANKENSHIP 
arc the parent s of a baby son, Thomas R ichard, 
horn August 6. Mr. Blankenship is employed 
in the personnel department at Logan plant. 

A son, GREGORY ROBERT, was born 
August 3 to Mr. and M rs. Glen Phillips of 
KeysLone. Mrs. Phillips is a former Welch 
district meter department employee. 

T H ELMA RUTH is the daughter born to 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawre nce Lane on August 10. 

1\1r. Lane is a Welch district lineman. 

Twins, ELLEN KAY and CHARLES R AY, 
were born July 3 c to Mr. and Mrs. Charley 
Hefner. Mr. Hefner is senior T&D clerk in 
the Abingdon d istr ict. 

Leads Girl Scouts 

Six-year-old daughter' s interest in the 
Brownie organization seve ral years ago 
led Mrs. Dorcas Webster, standing on 
the right, to work in the Girl Scouts. 
Mrs. Webste r, wife of Bill Webster, 
Charleston office janitor, hos been o 
troop leader for the post five years. 
She plans to continue the work al
though her daughter was married lost 
month. In the above picture she and 
her assistant, Carolyn Nowlen, stand
ing on the left, stop with their troop, 
Troop 90, on the woy to o three-day 
comping expedition to the Burford 
form on Tyler Mountain. 
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Wedding Vows Solemnized For 15 Couples 

Brides and bridegrooms among company employees during 
recent weeks ore pictured above. TOP, from the left: 
Mrs. J . D. Higgins, Fieldole; Mrs. Robert L. Kosnoski, 
Beckley; Mrs. Conrod M. Powers, Cabin Creek; and Mrs. 
Joseph F. Cox, Beckley. M IDDLE, from the left : Mrs. 
Burt Cleveland Horne, Jr., Roonoke; Mrs. Ph illip Taylor, 

Charleston; Mrs. Poul D. Allen, Cabin Creek; Mrs. 
Jomes Albert Wheeler, Roanoke; and Mrs. Letcher A. 
Graham, Roanoke system. BOTTOM, from the left: Mrs. 
W illiam W. Walker, Charleston; Mr. and Mrs. Rolph Holl, 
Logan plant; Mrs. Robert Ross Griffith, Beckley; and 
Mrs. Fred William Thompson, Lynchburg. 

Kirchner-Horne 

Martha Kirchner and Burt Cleve
land H orne, Jr., were un ited in mar
riage on August 2 1 at the First 
M ethodist Ch urch, Pulaski. Mrs. 
H orne has been a home economist 
in Roanoke and will assume a similar 
position in Christiansburg. 

Wilson-Wal ker 
Lois Wi lson became:: the bride of 

William W. vValker in 3 ceremony 
performed August 28 at H umphrey's 
M emorial C hurch, Charleston. Mrs. 
Walker is secretary to C. B. Talley, 
Charleston district manager. 

Bond-Taylor 

Susan Bond became the bride of 
Phillip Taylor on August 2 1 at 
Weston. She is a former home econo
mist in the C harleston district. 

Meadows-Cox 

J anice Meadows and Joseph F. 
Cox were united in a ceremony per
formed August 14 in the St. Mary 
Methodist Church in East Beckley. 
Mr. Cox is contract entry and final 
bill clerk in the accounting depart
ment of the Beckley district. 

White-Hall 
Jacqueline White and Ralph Hall 

were united in marriage at the home 
of her parents in M atoaka on July 
16. Mr. H all is utility man at Logan 
plant. 

Stobart-Johnson I 
Phyllis Stobart became the bride of 

George R. Johnson on August 7 at I 
the Baptist Church in Racine, Ohio, 
in a single ring ceremony. Mr. 
Johnson is a member of the labor de
partment at Philip Sporn phnt. 

Campbell-Higgins 
Mary Campbell and ]. D. Higgins 

were uni ted in marriage at the Starl
ir;g Baptist Church, Martinsville, on 
August 2 1. Mr. Higgins is area rep
resen ta ti ve in the Fi el dale district. 

Moore-Wheeler 
Ethelyn Faith Moore became the 

bride of J ames Albert Wheeler on 
July 24 at the First Baptist Church 
of Roanoke. Mr. Wheeler is em
ployed as office messenger in the Roa
noke local accounting office. 

King-Compton 
Bonnie King and James Paul 

Compton were un ited in marriage on 
August 13 in Pi keville. She is em
ployed in the P ikevi lle district ac
counting department. 

Slack-Allen 

Barbara Ann Slack became the 
bride of Paul D . Allen on J uly 3 at 
the M ethodist Church in C hesapeake. 
Mrs. Allen is the daughter of George 
H . Slack, operator at the Cabin Creek 
plant. 

Smith-Powers 

Alva Mae Smith and Conrad M . 
Powers were united in marriage July 
20 at the Bassett Memorial M etho
dist C hurch. Mr. Powers is employed 
in the maintenance depar tment and 
Mrs. Powers in the laboratory at 
Cabin Creek plant. 

Litchford-Thompson 

Charlene Litchford became the 
bride of Fred Will iam Thompson on 
August 6 at the bride's home. Mrs. 
Thompson is a local accounting em
ployee in the Lynchburg district. 

Snead-Graham 
Geraline D. Snead became the 

bride of Letcher A. Graham, USAF, 
on Ju ly 22 at the Hollins Road 
Brethren Church Parsonage. M rs. 
G raham is an employee in the system 
real esta te and right-of-way depart
ment. 

Sperow-Griffith 
Mary Alvi ra Sperow became the 

bride of Robert Ross G riffith in a 
ce remony performed August 2 1 in 
the Beckley Presbyterian Church. 
Mrs. Sperow is home economist in 
Beckley and Mr. Sperow is Rainelle 
area supervisor in the Beckley district. 

J ones-Kosnoski 

Jo.\'CC Ann Jones and Robert L 
Kosnoski were united in marriage at -.__/ 
the Methodist Church in Pearisburg 
on July 3 I. She is employed as clerk
typist in the accounting department 
at Becklev. 

Williamson Picnic Held 

Annual picnic for Will iamson dis
trict was held at Sprigg Country Club 
on July 24. Games, golf, swimming 
and food were enjoyed by 225 em
ployees and guests. 

1rhc~'rc Engegrd 
J UANITA CAROL McLANE to Durward D . 

Duffield. Mr. Duffield is employed in the 
Charlest on dist rict ga rage department. 

BARBAR A WAGNER to B. M. Angelo. 
Ile is employed in the Charleston station section. 

RUTH CALDWELL to John Buchanan Kelly , 
Jr. She is a n Abingdon local accou nting office 
employee. 

NA _N_r_E_ R_. _R_O_B_E-· R_T_S- to- Milfred Grayson 1 
Beane. She is senior payroll clerk in the 
Lynchburg local accounting department. ----
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Sporn Beats Huntington 5-3 To Win Appalachian Crown 
Phil ip Sporn plan t's well balmced 

softball team won the 13th annual 
Appalachian softball tournament at 
Roanoke by de fea ting Huntington 5 
to 3 in the finals. 

Roanoke avenged a first round loss 
by handing Beckley a 17 to 8 defeat 
to win the consolation fi nals. 

The weatherman played tricks on 
the tournament and only on Saturday 
morning for the consolation semi
finals was the game played on a 
compara tively dry field. Thunder
storms Friday afternoon just before 
game time and again Saturday after
noon made the fi eld slippery in spite 
of the fine work of the Roanoke 
Department of Recreation workers 
who d id yeoman service in making 

the fi eld playable. 

Despite fall ing and threatening 
weather, attendance at the games was 
good. The championship game 
Saturday nigh t drew the biggest 
crowd bnt all games were played be
fore faithful rooting sections. Most 
valian t effort was made by a group of 
Reckley girls, some of whom cheered 
themselves hoarse. 

Umpires fo r the games were Fred 
Smith, John Cassell and Rex Mitchell. 
T he latter two are from the city's 
department of recreation while Smith 
is a local h igh school coach. 

Arrangements made by the local 
softball committee for the tournament 
included everything from programs to 
assistance in getti ng the field ready 

All-Tournament team includes eight men from the championsh ip Sporn team. 
Front row, left to right: Ralph Gibbs, Jr., Sporn, second base; Sonny Haggerty, 
Sporn, left field; Bob Gilmore, Sporn, catcher; Earl Wellman, Huntington, right 
field; Paul Baker, Huntington, alternate pitcher; and Dewey Henry, Roanoke, 
utility outfielder. Back row, from left: Marvin Tiller, Welch, center field; 
Eugene Hesson, Sporn, first base; Harold Marquis, Sporn, manoger; Buck 
Tennant, Sporn, third base; Cricket Searls, Sporn, pitcher, and Keith Evans, 
Beckley, utility infielder. Missing from the picture was Jack Collins, Roanoke, 
shortstop. The all-stars were picked by Jimmy Moynihan, N. & W.; Ernie 
Capito, Richardson-Wayland, and Bob Hunter, director of parks and recreation 
for the city. The first two are veteran softballers in the city A league. 
Announcement of the all-stars and presentation of awards to them was made 
by R. E. Hodges, assistant general manager of Appalachian. W . P. Booker, 
Roanoke district manager, made the opening remarks at the presentation 
ceremonies Saturday night. W. I. Whitefield, Roanoke division manager, 
presented trophies to Sporn, Huntington and Roanoke. 

fo r shape. A public address system 
was also provided. The committee 
was composed of J im Mundy, chair
man, W. P. Booker, Ira B. Peters, 
J. G. Harvey, T. A. Kirby, P. C . 
Ray, D. C. Duncan and W. A. M c
Clung. 

Scorekeepers were Bill Coleman 
and Raymond Taylor. Announcing 
the games were Sam Kitchen, Garnett 
Han-ey and Curly Paxton. 

Seventh Inning Runs 

Make Sporn Champions 

Two errors in the top of the 
seventh erased a one run lead and 
enabled the Ph ilip Sporn plant nine 
to defeat H untington 5 to 3 and 
successfu lly defend their Appalachian 
softball championship. 

Up to the seventh inning Sporn 
had battled val iantly against the 
outstandi ng pitching of Paul Baker, 
who struck out 15 men and walked 
only 1. 

A triple by Webster and a long 
fly to left by ·w ellman had given the 
Huntington team a 1 to 0 lead in 
the bottom of the fourth. Sporn 
came back in the fifth and tied it 
up on singles by Layne and Gilmore. 

In the bottom of the fifth the roof 
caved in on Stivers, Sporn's starting 
pi tcher and before he could be re
lie,·ed by Searls, Huntington had 
tallied two runs on two walks and 
singles by Baker and Porter. 

H aggerty hammered one of Baker's 
pitches o'•er the right field fence in 
the top of the sixth to make it 3 to 2. 

It was in the seventh that Hunting
ton got the big jitters and lost the 
g<ime. Baker gave up his only 

Pikeville Victorious In Kentucky Softball 
Pikeville district pushed across a 

run in the final frame to edge Ash
land district 5-4 for the Kentucky 
Power Company softball champion
ship Angnst 2 1. 

The final game was a fitting cli 
max to the two-day double elimina
tion tournament. During the course 
of the tourney Pikeville drew a first
round bye and t hen defeated H azard 
and Ashland. H azard beat Ashland, 
and was eliminated by losses to Pi ke
ville and Ashland. Ashland, by vir
tue of their opening loss to H azard 
and final-game loss to Pikevi lle was 
also eliminated. Games were played 
at Ashland's Central Park. 

Charles hurled the championship 
'-.)game for Pikeville, Hale catching. 

Callihan was the losing pi tcher and 
Wheeler was his catcher. Pikeville 
opened up a two-run lead in the 
initial frame but Ashland tied it in 
the third. Pikeville again went into 
a lead in the fourth, but Ashland 
went ahead 4-3 in the top of the 
sixth. Pikeville rallied for one in 
the bottom of the same inning and 
Charles sti fled the losers in the 
seventh. T he lead-off man for P ike
ville in the second half of the final 
frame walked and came around on a 
single, walk and error for the de
ciding run. 

Scorekeeper's tabulation showed 
that Pikeville collected 19 h its in two 
games, Ashland got eight in three 
games and Hazard drove out 22 hits 
in three games. 

First Game 

Pitching gem of the tournament 
came in the first game when Mosco 
Blackburn of Hazard set down Ash
land on no h its, 6-2. He faced only 
25 men in the seven innings. Two 

Pikeville district's Kentucky softball champions line up for the photographer. 
Team members include, front row, from the left : Hale, C. Ratliff, Zoellers, 
Lee, Justice and Charles. Back row, from the left: Newsome, Prater, Cline, 
Miller, Weddel, Collier and Rasnick. 

reached base on errors, one walked 
and another was h it by a pitched ball. 
Ashland's two tallies came in the 
seventh. Click started for Ashland 
but the firs t five men reached base 
safely and scored, and Callihan went 
to the mound. 

Blackburn led Hazard hitters with 
a home run and Strong tripled. 

Second Game 

Hazard pitching was not as effec
tive in the second game and the team 
lost 12- 3 to Pikeville. H udson started 
for the losers but after seven Pike
ville runs scored in the third Black
burn relieved. Pikeville blasted eigh t 
singles, two doubles and two triples 
for their 1 2 runs. 

Third Game 

Hazard was eliminated in their 
third straight game of the tournament 
when Ashland scored once in the 
sixth for a 9-8 win. Ashland had 
tallied seven times in the first inning 
and added another in a later frame. 

But H azard fought back with two 
in the third, five in the fourth and 
one in the sixth for a tie. 

Click went the route for Ashland, 
Wheeler catching. T rent absorbed 
the loss; Strong was his backstop. 

T he game se t the stage for Pike
ville's win over Ashland in the final 
contest. 

R. E. Doyle, Jr., Kentucky vice presi
dent and general manager, presented 
Newsome of the winning Pikeville 
team a championship trophy at a post
tournament banquet. Looking on at 
the right is Collier. 

Appalachian champions are these Sporn plant players. Front row, from left: 
Eugene Hesson, Pee Wee Wright, Darwin Clark, Chuck Stanley, Buck Tennant 
and Bub Stivers. Second row, from left : Cricket Searls, Gerald Clark, Bob 
Gilmore, Bob Layne and Ralph Gibbs, Jr. Third row, from left: Billy Woodard, 
bat boy, Gene Athey, Dwight Sayre and Sonny Haggerty. Fourth row, from 
left : Alfred Smith, coach; Peck Zerkle , assistant manager, and Harold 
Marquis, manager. 

walk to Clark, the first batter. Then 
Gibbs beat ou t an infield h it. H esson 
struck ou t. With the infield playing 
in, G ilmore punched one through the 
legs of H ogsett playing third for 
Huntington and Clark scored to tie 
it up. Then Searls struck ant. Sayre 
sbmmed one between first and second 
which got through Porter to tally 
two more runs and that was the ball 
game. 

Beckley Edges Roanoke 
In First Game 4-3 

Roanoke staged a last-minute up
rising in the seventh inning of the 
opening game before dropping a 
close 4-3 con test to Beckley on a 
slippery fi eld. Rain deb~ ·ed the open
ing game for an hour. 

Trai ling 4 to 0 as the result of a 
big fourth inning for Beckley, the 
Roanokers rallied strongly when 
Robert "Seabiscuit" Simmons led off 
in the se,·enth with a single. Brrant 
flied out, but Henry lashed a double 
which bounced over the fence in 
centerfield. Then Collins slammed a 
long home run over the left Center
field fence. M cGinnis took o,·er the 
mound chores from M arti n for Beck
ley and snuffed out the rall~- . 

The Beckley team got to Simmons 
in the fourth inning. T hev tallied 
their four runs on singles by Yost 
and Dwornick and a home run by 
Zopp. 

Welch Surprises Sporn 
But Loses 2nd Game, 4-1 

Defending champion Sporn got off 
to an early start in the first game 
Friday night against the scrapping 
W elch club. Two errors in the first 
inning gave the Sporn club a 1 to 0 
lead. 

The 195 3 champions were held at 
bay by Paul Hall, W elch pi tcher, 
until the third inning when a double 
by Tennant and a single by H esson 
resulted in another tally. 

W elch loaded the bases in the 
third inning when Stivers, Sporn's 
starting pitcher, ran into a streak of 
wildness and walked three m en in a 
row. Searls came on to take over 
mound chores and retired the side 
without any scoring. Welch gained 
a new lease in the fifth inning and 
pulled up to within one nm of the 
defend ing champions when T iller 
sbmmed a single and scored a minute 
later on Gibson's double. 

I t was to no avail; Sporn iced the 
game in the top of the seventh with 
a t\'liO-run outburst. 

Third Game Sees Beckley 
Beaten 4-2 By Huntington 

Paul Baker and Eddie M cGinnis 
tangled in a pitcher's duel in the 
nightcap as Huntington won 4-2. 

Baker, ace Huntington rnoundsman, 
J1eld the potent Beckley batsmen in 
check with only three hits, while 
McGinnis gave the powerful Hunt
ington club only four hits. Loose 
fielding hurt M cGinnis' sterling 
performance. 

Three errors on one play in the 
first inning resulted in W ebster tallv
ing the first Huntington run. That's 
the way the score stood until the 
top of the sixth inning when the 
Huntington club got three more runs. 

Beckley came to life in the top of 
the seventh to score two runs as the 
comedy of errors hit the Huntington 
infield. Brinkley got the only hit, 
a single, in the inning but three suc
cessive errors in the infield ahead of 
Brinkley's single resulted in the runs. 

Roanoke Defeats Welch 
In Fourth Game, 4-3 

A three-run second inning and 
good pitch ing by Ferguson enabled 
Roanoke to defeat W elch 4 to 3 in 
the consolation semi-finals Saturday 
morn ing. I t was a tigh t closely-con
tested game all the way. Welch took 
a one run lead in the fi rst inning 
when Gibson slammed a J10me run 
01•er the fence after two men were 
out. 

Roanoke came al i,·e in the second 
inning when Paul Hall weakened 
slightly and gave up a double to 
·w arrick, singles to Bryant and Henry 
and a walk to Peters to enable the 
Roanokers to take a 3 to 1 lead. In 
the third inning Roanoke got another 
run on two errors and a single by 
Bryant. 

Welch battled back gamely and 
added two runs in the sixth inning 
when T iller smashed a homer wi th 
Green, who had singled, on base. 

Roanoke Beats Beckley 
17-8 In Fifth Game 

Roanoke won the consolation finals 
of the tournament and gained a 
measure of revenge by handing 
Beckley a 17 to 8 defeat in the 
longest game of the tournament. 

Eddie M cGinnis started on the 
mound for Beckley, but h is per
formance against Huntington the 
night before apparently had taken 
too much out of him and he was no 
match for the Roanokers. Before he 
was taken out in the fourth inning, 
25 Roanoke men had been to bat 
and 13 runs had crossed the plate. 
H e was replaced by Wiseman. 

M eanwhile, "Seabiscuit" Simmons, 
whom Beckley had defeated in the 
opening game of the tournament, was 
holding the Beckley team pretty well 
in check, though he had a bad 
second inning. 

Collins hammered h is second home 
run of the tournament for Roanoke 
and O 'N eal got one for Beckley. 
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Durable Turbine Back On Glen Lyn Line 

Unit No. 5 at Glen Lyn plant was scheduled to go back into operation 
August 30 after two months off the line for an overhaul. In th-e picture 
above R. N. Wilkinson, lower left, directs the setting of the turbine wheel. 
Th-e unit was taken off the line at 12: 15 a. m. June 19. It was placed in 
service May 6, 1944, and since that time has recorded a net genera'tion of 
7,776,732,000 kw hours. It has been in service 98 perc-ent of the time 
since 1944, including the longest period of continuous service of 19,875 
hours and 16 minutes betwe-en December 22, 1946, and March 30, 1949. 
Since 1944 it has been in service 87,146 hours and out of service only 
1,541 hours. 

Poff Retires; Plans 
Poultry Farm 

Mr. Poff 

Posey L. Poff, material clerk in 
the Roanoke district stores depart
ment, retired September I , due to 
ill health. 

H e joi ned the company in August, 
193 7. Most of the years with the 
company he spent in the 'Walnu t 
Avenue steam plant in Roanoke, serv
ing as maintenance man and turbine 
operator. He also worked at Niagara 
H ydro and Stuart Diesel plant. 

He was transferred to the stores 
department in November, 1953 , 
when the W alnut Avenue plant was 
shut dO\'lrn. 

Although he lives in Roano,ke at 
present, he and his w ife plan to build 
in the coun ty where M r. P off can 
go in to the gardening and poultry 
business. He and his wife have five 
daughters. 

Charleston Line Vet 
Honored For 35-Y ear 
Service Span 

E . L. Smith, Charleston line vet
eran, completed 3 5 rea rs' sen-ice with 
the compan;· August 19 and rece ived 
his 3 5-year pin. 

The Charleston d istrict T&D line 

Mr. Smith 

lcgc in 1929. 

section general 
foreman joined 
th e Virginian 
P ower Com
pany in 1919 at 
Cabin Creek. 
H e worked as a 
groundman 111 

a trammission 
line crew until 
he recci1·ed a 
leave of absence 
to attend col-

After graduation from Tri-State 
College in Angola, Indiana, w ith a 
B.S.E.E. degree in 1932, Mr. Smith 
retu rned to the companr as foreman 
of a transmission high vol tage in
sulator testing crew. In 1937 he was 
promoted to inspector of d istribution 
and transmission li ne construction. 
H e was promoted to h is present posi
tion in 1948. 

A World W ar I vete ran, he served 
in the United States Navy from 191 7 
to 191 9. Prior to enteri ng service 
he was employed by the West Penn 
Power Company for two yea rs. 

Mr. Smi th is married and the 
father of a son, now in the Navy. 
An avi d hunting and fishi ng enthus
iast, he resides at Chelyan. 

New Look For Old Pole At Arts Festival 

Center of attraction is the piece of sculpture made from a discarded Appa
lachian pole. John Anderson of Abingdon was the sculptor. Robert Porter
field, founder of Barter Theatre on the 1-eft, was guide for these employees 
on tour of exh ibits during the Highland Arts Festival in Abingdon, August 
1-15. Employees looking on from the left : Carson Carmichael and Dick 
Ward-en, commercial; Ruth Dolinger, engineering; James Fleenor, meter; 
Doris Fleenor, managerial, and James Cole, commercial. 

THE ILLUMINATOR 

Logan Engineer Goes 
To OVEC Plant Post 

Bartlin Montiegel, supervising en
gineer at Logan plant, was transferred 
to the Kyger Creek plant of the 
Ohio Valley Electric Corporation 
August 16. 

Mr. Montiegel will assume duties 
of plant engineer at Kyger Creek. 

Mr. Montiegel 

H e came to 
Logan plant in 
April, 195 1, as 
resu lts engineer 
from Tidd 
plant of Ohio 
P ower Com
pany, w here he 
was assistant re
su lts engineer. 
H e later be
came supervis
ing engineer. 

Mr. Mon ticgcl attended Brown 
U ni1·crsitf, Tu fts College and Co
lumbia Uni1·crsity. H e was g radu
ated from Bro\\·n with an engi neeri ng 
degree. P rior to being employed in 
the AGE System he was associated 
with construction and sun·cying com
panies. He came to T idd plant in 
1948. 

Married, he is the father of t\\'O 
chi ld ren. He is a member of the 
Logan Lions Club and is a 3 2nd de
gree M ason. 

Time Grows Short 

Contrary to words in "September 
Song," it's a short, short time from 
May to September for youngsters head
ing back to school. The carefree youth 
flaunting a fishing pole in front of 
school is Philip Blizzard, son of Paul B. 
Blizzard who is mechanical eng ineer 
for Kanawha Valley Power Company. 
As vacation days dwindle down to a 
precious few, Philip g ets in every 
minute he can at his favorite pastime 
of fishing. Last time he went fishing 
with his dad he caught a 13-inch 
bass. He need-ed help to land his 
prize but his father, being too far 
away, shouted at him to "run with it.'' 
Philip did, dragging the fish through 
the water and onto the bank. Al
though his methods are unusual, he 
got r-esults. His father, meanwhile, 
didn't get a single bite. 

Jane Richmond Leads 
Team To Championship 

I t was more than just chance that 
the girls' team winning the Bluefield 
city softball championship boasted a 
member hitting .545 for the season. 

She is Jane 
Richmond, w ife 
of Fred Rich
mond of the 
Bluefield divi
sion commercial 
department and 
daughter of 
E. W. H ogg, 
Roanoke office. 

Jane was 

Jane Richmond catcher for the 
R ish Equip

ment Company girls' team which won 
17 out of 18 games and took the 
city championship. They beat a Roa
noke team during the season and 
went on to the state tournament where 
they won the first game. 

System Sub Engineer, 
28-Year Veteran, 
Retired On First 

Mr. Hoffman 

Ben Hoffman, srstcm breaker en
gineer in the system substation dc
partmcn t, rcti red the first of th is 
month after 28 years of service. 

Employed by E. A. Turner con
struction department in July, 1926, 
he helped build the original Turner 
substation located on the Kanawha 
Ri ver below Charleston. He traveled 
01·cr the system until he received 
serious injury by a hit and run driver 
in Roanoke in September of 1949. 
Since then he h as been working in 
the system station office in Roanoke. 

H e is a member of the Elks Lodge 
and a 1·etcran of World W ar I when 
he serl"cd with the Army in France. 
P rior to h is Army service he worked 
fo r the street ca r company in h is 
home town of Cincinnati. 

Abingdon Groundman Is 
Singing Group Member 

Harold M. Boothe, Abingdon dis
tr ict groundman, is a member of a 
singing quartet that is fast becoming 
famous in upper F ast Tennessee and 
Southwestern Virginia. 

Mr. Boothe si ngs soprano with the 
H olston Vi ew Quartet, which got its 
beginning at the Holston Vi ew 
Methodist Church in 1952. The 
quartet has appea red at man.1• churches 
and singi ng co111·c n tions and has made 
sci era! radio appearances. 

Mr. Boothe joined Appalachian in 
1948 as a member of the Scott Count)' 
line gang. 

Frederick H. Howell Is 
Promoted In AGE System 

Frederick H. Howell has been 
named ad m inistrative assistant to the 
president of AGE Service Corpora
tion. H e succeeds W. S. White, who 
was rccen tly appoin ted office manager 
of the Service Corporation. 

Mr. Howell, who \Vas graduated 
from Massachusetts Institu te of Tech
nology in 1947 with a BS degree 
in electrica l engineering, has scfl'cd 
as an engineer in the system planning 
and operation department since join
ing AGE in No1·embcr, 1947. 

• 

September, 1954 

Karl Wiles Of Sporn 
Is New Haven Mayor 

When the ma\'or of New H aven 
resigned after th.rec weeks in office, 
Karl Wiles was appointed by the op
position party as his successor. 

The payroll supervisor at Philip 

Mr. Wiles 

Sporn plant has 
been town re
corder for the 
past three years 
but his ticke t 
was defeated in 
reccn t elections. 
The winni ng 
party chose him 
to fi ll the two
yea r unexpired 
mayor term. 

Mr. Wiles is 
a nat i1·c of \.Vhccling and attended 
Elliot Business College. H e was first 
crnplo.1·cd by the company August I , 
1933, as a janitor at the Windso. 
plant. H e later became work order 
clerk, timekeeper, senior clerk and 
fi eld accoun tan t. H e transferred to 
Sporn as senior time checker on 
August I , 1947, and was promoted 
to hi s present position on J anuary I , 
1950. 

Married, he is the father of two 
chi ldren. H e is fi rst vice president 
of the Lions Club, member of the 
Bo!' Scout Troop Committee and 
St. Joseph Catholic Church and di 
rector of both the New Ha1·cn 
Recreation Foundation and the F.srn 
Fidcli s Association. 

Logan Man Re-Elected 
To Board Of Education 

\.V. E. " Red" Bi1·cns was re-elected 

Mr. Bivens 

to a six-year 
term as mem
ber of th c 
Logan County 
Board of .Edt;
cation. He is 
dealer sales rep
resen tati1·e in 
the Logan dis
trict. 

H e has been 
a member of 
the board for 

sc1·c ral rears. At present the Logan 
County school building program is 
one of the most ambitious in the 
state. 

Gate City Cashiers 
Work Without Error 

Six months without a mistakc
that's the record of Syh·ia Darnell 
and Mrs. Betty Rhea W ells, cash iers 
at the Gate City office of the Abing
don district. The two women han
dled 01•cr 20,000 transactions during 
this time. ;' 

During the fi rst six months of J 
th is year they handled $234,285.84 
in 20,389 transactions. Miss D arnell 
was employed in 1943 and Mrs. 
W ells in 195 3, both working in the 
accounting department at Gate City 
continuouslv. 

Lynchburg Cr.ed.it Union Olf.icers 

Lynchburg district employees recently climaxed the organization of their 
new credit union with the election of officers and a board of diredors. 
Officers are, from the left : Secretary Joyce A. Brown, clerk-stenographer; 
president Edward F. Lacy, Jr., head meter clerk; vice pre.sident George W . 
Stone, Jr., stor-es record clerk; and treasurer Joseph W. McCarthy, assistant 

I local office manager. Members of the board of directors include Lawrence G. 
Dougan, Charle.s W. McCarthy and Parks H. Snead. The credit union will make 
possible employee savings, loans and profits dividend paying to shareholders. 
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