
Help me to need no aid 
from men 

That I may help such 
men as need. The Illuminator 

There's no time like 
Spring 

///7 hen !if e's alive in 

everything. 
-RUDYARD KIPLING 
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Among 50 Entries 

'Boss Of Year' Title Awarded Furr By 
Roanoke Jr. Ch.amber Of Commerce 

Money-Saving Machine In Use On System 

"Boss of the Y car" was the title 
awarded G. L. Furr, Appalachian vice 
president and general manager, by 
the Roanoke J aycees at their annual 
Bosses' Night dinner. 

The award, first of its kind made 
by Roanoke J aycees who also choose 
a young man of the year, was pre­
sented at H otel Roanoke on February 

':__, 5. A judging committee. pic.ked 
"Fuzzy" from about 50 nommat1ons 
for the ti tie. 

The outstanding boss award is 
based on these qualifications: being 
well known in the community and 
well liked by employees, being ac­
tively interested in civic affairs and 
being qualified for his position. 

The mounted certificate was pre­
sented by E. Jackson Tice, a former 
president of the Roanoke Jaycee~. It 
was signed by E. L. Buckner, national 
Jaycee president, and J. T. Kirkland, 
Roanoke Jaycee president. 

Outstonding Activities 

A member of St. John's Episcopal 
Church where he is on the Vestry 
and a member of the finance com­
mittee, he is married and the father 
of two children. His work in behalf 
of the Boy Scouts merited special at­
tention as he is a director of the Roa­
noke Arca Council and chairmln of 
the council's finance committee. He 
is past president of the Roanoke 
Chamber of Commerce, a position he 
also held in Bluefield. He is chair­
man of new member induction of the 
Rotary Club. 

H e is a member of the Board of 
Visitors at V.P.l. ; a member of the 
executive committee of the Public 
Utilities Association of the Virginias; 
a director of the Southeastern Elec­
tric Exchange ; a member of the board 
of directors of Appalachian, of several 
AGE subsidiary companies, of the 
AGE Service Corporation and of 
OVEC. 

Compony Service 

A veteran of almost 40 years with 
the company, Mr. Furr graduated 
from V.P.l. in 19 16 and went to 
work as an operating engineer in the 
~luefield division that same year. His 
job called for meter reading, pole 
climbing, substation work and line 

M. R. Atkinson Heads 
Logan Shrine Club 

Merrill R. Atkinson, Logan distri ct 
administrative assistant, was recently 

Mr. Atkinson 

elected presi­
dent of the 
Logan Shrine 
Club. 

Active 1n 
c ivic affairs, 
Mr. Atkinson 
joined the com­
pany August 1, 
1926 and rose 
to his present 
position March 
1, 1945. Heis 

a member of the Kiwanis Club, Elks, 
Masonic Bodies and is president of 
the Sons of the American Revolution. 
H e is also on the board of the Logan 
County Communi ty Chest. 

G. L. Furr looks over some moil in his 
office where the "Boss of the Yeor" 
oword con be seen in the upper right 
corner. The oword wos the first mode 
by Roonoke Joycees who olso honor o 
"Young Mon of the Yeor" ot their 
onnuol Bosses' Night dinner. 

construction. 

He served m World War I and 
spent a year with General Electric 
on an exchange basis. H e was pro­
moted to assistant general superin­
tendent in 1923 and became division 
general superin tendent in 1934. In 
1936 he became assistant manager of 
the Bluefield d ivision. 

He was promoted to Bluefield divi­
sion manager in 1943 and became as­
sistant general manager of Appala­
chian in October, 19+6, when he 
moved to Roanoke. He became vice 
president and general manager on 

lovember 1, 1952. 

On the committee that selected 
John H. Thornton, Jr., attorney, as 
Roanoke's outstanding young man of 
the year was W. P. Booker, Roanoke 
district manager. 

A dial-studded penalty fac tor com­
puter, designed to save about 
$ 100,000 a year, is now in operation 
at the AGE System's production co­
ordination center in Columbus, Ohio. 

The computer determines instan­
taneously the correction factors to be 
applied in scheduling power plant 
loadings to minimize the adverse 
effect of transmission losses and thus 
achieve maximum operating economy. 

How It Works 

For instance, Kanawha River plant 
1 ~ the most economical producer of 
electric power in Appalachian. How­
ever, it is also the northernmost plant 
and must send power over greater 
distances to Appalachian 's southern 
load centers than other plants, like 
Logan and Glen Lyn. The penalty 
factor computer takes into considera­
tion the generating costs at each plant 
and the amount of power lost through 
transmission and then determines the 
amount of load to be taken up by 
each plant in the most economical 
way. I t also determines the most 
economical transmission routes for 

The lost of 18,000 soldered connec­
tions is mode prior to the instollotion 
of the penolty foctor computer. 

Accident Victim Recovering Nicely, 
Thanks To Actions Of Charleston Men 

Little Corol June Childs tightly grips the bunny doll given he r by the two 
Chorleston employees who treoted her when she wos struck by o cor. The child 
sits on her grondmother's lop. The employees ore Hermon Jones, left, ond 
J . P. McCormick. 

The recent actions of two Char­
leston employees probably means a 
young girl will walk again. 

J. P. McCormick and Herman 
Jones, line section, were making a 
routine check of street light circuits 
when they saw a 2}1i-year-old girl, 
Carol June C hilds, struck by a car. 
They rushed to her aid and found 

her leg broken. H er brother in his 
concern insisted she get up and go 
home. 

But the two men made her lay still 
and covered her with their coats. 
They summoned an ambulance and 
the girl was taken to the hospital. 
Today she is recovering nicely, thanks 
to Mr. M cCormick and Mr. Jones. 

You wouldn' t know it to look ot its 1,290 diols, but the penolty foctor com­
puter, recently instolled in AGE System's Columbus office, is relotively simple 
to operote. The diols ore connected by six miles of insuloted wire. The entire 
mochine is 16 feet long, four feet high ond weighs obout two ond o holf tons. 

power to be delivered to any point. 

Designed by engineers of the Serv­
ice Corporation and General Electric, 
the machine took two and a half 
years to construct. It cost $100,000, 
but expected savings the first year 
of operation are calculated to pay for 
it. 

As complicated as the machine looks 
it requires little special training for 
its operators. Personnel of the System 
p roduction coordination office will 
operate it, as well as load dispatchers 
and the billing people who figure 

$179 Million Is 
Slated By AGE 
For 1955-1956 

The system expansion program of 
the American Gas and Electric Com­
p~ny will continue unabated through 
1955 and 1956. 

President Philip Sporn says that 
the AGE System has budgeted over 
$80 million for expansion of its elec­
tric power production and delivery 
facilities during this year. And next 
year the expendi ture will be even 
higher--over $99 million. 

The $80,300,000 earmarked for 
this year's construction work includes: 
$17,500,000 for generation faci lities, 
$26,500,000 for transmission lines 
and stations, and $29,800,000 for 
distribution lines and stations. The 
figure for 195 5 is only slightly less 
than the 1954 construction expendi­
ture of $8 5 ,000,000. 

I n the I 0-year period 1947-56, 
inclusi,·e, the AGE System will have 
im·ested about $865,000,000 in its 
expansion program, including 2,8 15,-
000 kilowatts of new electric generat­
ing cap:1bility. A total of 1,075,000 
kw of this came into service during 
the past 20 months alone. 

Mr. Sporn said that the AGE 
System will add another 5 70,000 kw 
in the next two years in order to 
meet the load increase that is expected 
in the company's seven-state territory 
by 19 5 7. This will raise the System's 
total capability to 4,5 5 5,000 kw, 
more than double what it was in 
1949. 

"This new plant, as well as the 
tremendous capacity we already have 
added, is our answer to what we 
an ticipate the coming three years will 
bring," Mr. Sporn concluded. 

cost of power sold outside the com­
pany. The computer is used every 
day to prepare advance generation 
schedules, and then make on-the-spot 
revisions of the scheduling due to 
forced outages and partial breakdowns. 
This process of revision will be main­
tained on a 24-hour basis. Schedul­
ing can be changed from one minute 
to the next. 

The machine, first of its type, is 
anoth er step in the progress and de­
velopment which makes AGE one of 
the most efficient systems in the 
nation. 

L. M. Miller Officer 
In County Chamber 

Lloyd M. Miller has been elected 
treasurer of th~ newly formed Am­
herst County Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. Miller 

The L\·nch­
burg di s.tri c t 
residential and 
rural sales su­
pervisor too k 
office when the 
organization be­
gan functioning 
J anuary I. 

Mr. Miller, 
a re;iden t of 
Amherst Coun­
ty, has been 

with the company 16 years. H e is 
past president of the Ruri tan Club and 
a member of the Industrial M anage­
ment Club. H e is also Sunday School 
superintendent and an elder in the 
Elon Presbyterian Church. 

Scholarship Totals 
Final figures show Appala­

chian ahead of all other AGE 
companies among entries for the 
first annual AGE System $500 
Education Award. 

Appalachian h as 3 5 sons and 
daughters of employees regis­
tered for the test March 12. 
Next high was Ohio Power 
with 24. Indiana & Michigan 
had 16, Kentucky live, Wheel­
ing Electric and AGE Service 
Corporation three each and 
Kingsport one. The total for 
the AGE System was 87. 

Winner of the scholarship 
will be notified around May I. 
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In Cose You' re Asked 
Monopoly is a word people usually 

don't like. It suggest s having things 
sewed up tight-no competition . 

P ubl ic utilities like ou rs are monopolies 
in a sense because we have the only 
license to sell electricity in our service 
area. But does that mean we have no 
competition ? 

Some of our fellow employees answer 
that question on this page. They tell 
their reasons for saying we have plenty 
of competition . 

Our companies are granted licenses 
which strictly specify the conditions we 
m ust meet to get and keep that privilege 
of being the sole supplier. We must con­
stantly prove we are best suited for the 
job-able to better serve our customers 
than any other form of competition . 

We have plenty of competition from 
other sources of energy- gas, oil and 
coal are just a few. Then, too, some 
industrial customers can generate their 
own electricity where they think it is 
more economical. 

T o carry the point further, we are 
competing for our customer's dollar like 
any other business. vVe t ry to convince 
him that electrical equipment is a 
good investment- better t han the thou­
sand and one other products also in the 
market for his dollar. Our rates en­
courage him to use more electricity for 
more things. \Ve want him to believe 
he can live better- electrically. 

Finally, we and o ther investor-owned 
utilities have to meet t he challenge of 
government competition. Federal power 
projects, financed with taxpayers' money 
and not paying comparable taxes, sell 
power at a lower rate that is pa rticularly 
appealing to those living in areas sub­
sidized by the rest of the nation. This 
appeal of "cheap power" is a form of 
competition that must be met in ou r 
own service areas so that people 
will unders t~nd the fa llacy in public 
power reasonmg. 

D o we have com petition ? You bet we 
do! 

What Is Electricity? 
E lectricity is something which starts­

goodness knows where- and ends in t he 
same place. It is 1/ 63 second faster than 
its nearest competitor-backyard gossip. 

T urned loose in Europe, it will get to 
t he Uni t ed States five hours before it 
start s. Nobody knows exactly what it is 
because it has never stood sti ll long 
enough. 

Electricity is sometimes known as 
" science gone crazy with the heat." If 
you can understand its maneuvers you 
can do anything with it except open a can 
of sardines at a picnic. 

Elect ricity was locked up in ignorance 
until Benjamin Franklin let it out with a 
pass key. With it you can cook dinner, 
curl hair, press t rousers, blow up a battle­
ship, run an automobile, or signal Ma rs­
start a conversation or stop one per­
manently. 

-By an unknown author. 
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A friend soys, "Your company hos no 
competition." What do you soy? 

C. L. SPANGLER, Results Clerk, Glen 
Lyn Plant 

If a friend said to me, 
"Your company has no 
compe tition," he should 
be prepared to defend 
such a debatable remark, 
because I th ink we do 
have competition. Not 
only are we in competi­
tion with other sources of 
energy, such as coal, oil 
and gas, bu t our company 
is in competition wi th 

the largest power system in the country, the 
TVA. 

With the low power rates in the TVA area, 
industry has been encouraged to bui ld there 
instead of the area our company serves. As 
you can see, th is is competition since the TVA 
and other subsid ized Federal power agencies 
arc offering to ~ell electric energy tax free. 
The TV A pays no taxes. In a p revious year 
it paid 3% of its revenue to state and local 
go1·crnmen ts instead of property taxes. Our 
compan~· pavs in taxes abou t 22c;{) of its 
rc:,·cnuc. 

In m.1· opinion, thi s is stiff competition. 

MILDRED HANNAH, Personnel Dept., 
Logan District 

I defi ni tely bclic1·e our 
company has competition 
as far as promoti ng the 
sales of appliances is con­
cerned. The gas com­
pany is now, more than 
ever before, putting out 
wme " high-powered" ad­
,·ertising and in my opin­
ion it is effecti1·e adver­
tising. When an em­
plo:·ec of the power com­

pany thinks it is good, surel.v the general public 
thinks so. I bclie1•c, however, each time they 
ad1·crti sc something our company comes out 
wi th something just as good . Rut we shou ld 
tr.v to top them. 

On the other hand in the matter of pro­
ducing kilowatt hours, I don't bclie1·e there 
is any compet1t1on. Locally, the public is 
dependen t upon Appalachian and generally 
their opinion of m is \'ery high. To discourage 
competition from go1·ernment or public power 
companies, we must alwars impro1·e efficiency 
in operation. 

B. W. WHITTINGTON, Power Sales 
Engineer, Charleston District 

I would answer that 
compet1t10n not only 
exists bu t is very active 
and is sometimes fi erce 
in its efforts to subs ti tu te 
other forms of energ~· for 
elcctrici t:-. In my local­
i t:·, with an abundant 
supply of natural gas 
sell ing at an average of 
fifty ccn ts per cubic foot 
to the domesti c con­

sumer, there is indeed competition. 

I n the industrial classification we have the 
customer who, needing large amounts of pro­
cessed steam, merely steps the pressure up ;; 
Ji ttlc, passes it through a steam turbine driving· 
a generator, and then uses the discharge in 
hi s manufacturing process. Then there is the 
customer who thinks it is cheaper to use natural 
gas engine or diesel engine drive. All of these 
factors add up to quite stiff competition at 
times and require thorough salesmen to combat. 

VIRGINIA HANCOCK, Home Econo­
mist, Fieldale District 

111 this district. 

Most of us have 
friends who feel that be­
came we don't have to 
compete with other u tili­
ties in the area served by 
our company we have no 
com pct1 t1on . Actually, 
we're in daily competi­
tion with everything 
from the F ederal Gov­
ernment to the woodpile, 
the number one bogey 

Lighting is the only thi ng we can feel 
reawnably sure our customers will use elec­
tricity for withou t comparing installation and 
ope rating costs of othe r methods. We are 
constantly competing with natural and bottle 
gas, wood, coal and oil for the heavier load 
bui lding items such as heating, cooking, water 
heating, clothes dryi ng and power-driven 
motors and machinery. 

The most unfair of all our competition is 
government owned and operated power proj ­
ects, with whose rates we can't hope to com­
pete now or ever. 

T. E. PEAY, Master Maintenance Man, 
Kanawha River Plant 

To my knowledge 
there is no company that 
does not ha1·e some form 
of competi tion. I t may 
be the opinion of the 
average individual that 
an organi za tion, such as 
ours, has no competitors; 
howc1·er, a company gen­
erating and selling elec­
tricity to its many custo­
mers has as much, if not 

more, competition than most companies. 

Electric, gas, coa l and oil companies arc ou r 
rivals. Out of thi s group, I t hi nk government 
sponsored power plan ts are ou r chief ri 1•als. 
Being tax free and operating without a profit, 
these plants arc able to undersell our company, 
built at the cost of c1·cry taxpaver. Our com­
pany, of cour;c, pa~·s taxes and this money is 
being spent to finance such ente rprises which 
arc in competition with our company. 

This is competi tion in the deepest form. 

N. G. MARSHALL, System Account­
ing Dept., Roanoke 

I am happy to answer 
this question , because our 
competitors would be de­
lighted to have us th ink 
this. Cer tainly, we have 
competition, and it comes 
primari ly from two 
sources: first, method of 
sen-ice; second, desire for 
the consumer dollar. 

Our company is con­
tinually struggling to im­

prove service so as to attract customers from 
gas, oil and coal. This is competition for like 
service. 

N ext comes money, the consumer dollar. 
For this we arc constantl)' being challenged by 
every type of business. People ha ve money 
to spend, and it is our job to see that they 
spend it for an electric range, refrigerator or 
water heater, kilowatt hours, if you please, 
rather than an automobile, d iamond ring or 
fur coat. Yes, my friend, we have competition; 
and this fact, more than any other, makes ou r 
company strong and progressive. 
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RUSSELL COMPTON, Hazard District 

This question has been 
impn:ssed upon the 
minds of a great number 
of our employees and 
customers pr imarily be­
cause any uti li ty operates 
within a defi ned area. 
The fallacy of this as­
sumption becomes evi-
dent upon examination. '-._} 

Our company, operat­
ing under a franchise, 

must, above all, rende r adequate, satisfactory 
service to satisfy condi tions of the permit. 
Adverse public opinion may directly affect the 
boundaries of our service and in this respect 
is a keen competitor. 

Publ ic power growth w ithi n the past few 
years contradicts the disguised idea that all 
utilities are natural monopol ies. Uti li ty com­
panies of the free enterprise system manu­
fac ture and market their product in d irect 
competition with public power systems. Man­
agement of the lltter systems also specify the 
rules to which we must adhere. 

MAEBELLE GRACE, Local Accounting 
Dept., Abingdon District 

I say, "W c do have ." 

To say that we ha1·c 
equal competition seems 
hardly fa ir when we are 
compared by customers 
wi th a government oper­
ated company. Sti ll we 
do have competitive busi­
ness with companies such 
as gas, oil and coal serv­
ing the purpose of house 
and water heating, cook­

ing, clothes drying and e1·en opcnting motors. 

W e observe and recognize the fact that these 
companies arc competitors indirectly w hile 
they aren't across- the-street business competi­
tors. vVc ha1·c power lines adjacent to TVA 
territory. Yet, while v.:e can't even begin to 
compete with the cost of government con­
trolled power, we sti ll have the fact with us 
that we ha1·c indirect and d irect competi tion. 

JAMES L. KESTERSON, Appliance 
Serviceman, Kingsport 

vVhcn asked the ques-
tion that our company ,.. 
does not ha1·c any com-
pcti tion, my first thought 
is to ask this question­
"What makes you think 
we do not have any com­
petition i " We are al­
most su rrounded by 
public power with low~r 
rates. Good efficient 
sen-ice resulting in satis-

fied . customers is our best weapon to combat 
this type of competition. 

Natural gas and oil used to heat homes, 
cook with, heat water and other uses is an­
other type of competition. Then we h ave 
competition w ith ourselves .. . to do a good 
job each day, to give the best possible service 
and help build goodwill with our customers. 

Words And Ideas 

W ord; He often seen hunting for an idea, 
~ut idea; arc never seen h unting for words. 

- H . w. SHAIV 
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Electric House Heat Popularity Grows 
As Kingsport Adds 1,000th Customer 

The thousondth Kingsport home heated electrically is this new residence of 
Frank E. Brumit. 

February is remembered for the 
birthday of famous men and for St. 
Valentine's Day, but in Kingsport 
February, 195 5, will be remembered 
for the service installation of the 

.<L/ )housandth electric house heating 
-'customer. 

210 Added In Year 
The five-room home of Frank E. 

Brumit became the thousandth Feb­
ruary 8. It marked a trend in Kings­
port that began in October, 1946, 
when the first home converted to 

Sky High 

Like Topsy, Steve Bell's cactus plant 
"just growed." Six years ago when 
the retired Welch district employee re­
ceived this plont from a friend it wos 
only two inches high ond obout the 
size of a pencil. Since then it hos 
reached a height of seven feet, eight 
inches, outgrowing all sorts of con­
tainers on the woy. Mow it rests in a 
15-gollon galvanized bucket. It re­
quires almost no attention, but needs 
a mixture of sand, rotten mulch ond 
barnyard manure to grow in. Each 
year during the summer Mr. Bell 
moves it outside where it becomes 
quite a topic of conversation. While 
the cactus is Mr. Bell's pride and 
joy, he spends most of his spore time 
wiring ond hooking up ranges for 
friends. He wos a serviceman for the 
company and enjoys the work. He is 
a member of the Alosonia Masonic 
1-odge ond the Crumpler Methodist 

h1;hurch. He resides in Crumpler ond 
does quite a bit of traveling. 

electric heat. By J anuary 31, 19 5 4, 
7 5 8 homes had electric heat and 
2 10 were added during the year. 
This year started off with 32 installa­
tions in a little over a month. 

And why the growing trend to 
electric heating of homes? Mr. 
Brumit best explains it with his com­
ment: " Like many other Kingsport 
home owners, I am sold on electric 
heat. In my opinion, electric heat 
can't be praised too highly. It is the 
ideal solution to most house heat 
problems. The even temperature and 
zone control appeals to me." 

A three-day open house, involving 
local merchants and Kingsport Utili­
ties, will mark the occasion. 

Other Companies' Records 

Elsewhere in the Southern Proper­
ties, Appalachian had 3 5 0 electric 
home heat installations by January 
17, 1955, including 99 during 1954. 
Kentucky added four during 1954 
to bring its total to seven. 

In addition, Appalachian has 83 
commercial installations, 3 5 of them 
during 1954, and Kingsport has 17, 
four of them last year. 

The ceiling type radiant heat is 
the most popular installation in the 
Kingsport area. In addition, 11 cus­
tomers are using the heat pump not 
only to heat their homes, but for 
year-round air conditioning. 

Dante And Clinchco In 
Abingdon District Area 

Last two coal camps not being 
served by Appalachian in the Abing­
don district were recently added to 
the company's distribution system. 
They are the towns of D ante in 
Russell County and Clinchco m 
Dickenson County. 

T he Clinchfield Coal Corporation 
has owned and served the systems in 
both places since they were built 
about 1920. The Dante system has 
480 domestic customers, 5 commer­
cial customers and I power customer. 
Clinchco has 225 domestic and 3 
commercial customers. 

Gus Mirtz's Train Layout Is Annual Project 

The young ot heart olwoys enjoy the rumble, glitter ond movement of electric 
trains. That's why A. C. "Gus" Mirtz gets real pleasure in showing his 
train set-up to Bill Joseph, son of W. A. Joseph, Huntington district T&D em­
ployee. Mr. Mirtz, record section employee, assembles the layout each year. 
He hos about 125 feet of track and 225 feet of wire which toke core of 
the two freight ond one diesel passenger trains which make the rounds. It 
tokes him about 90 hours to set up the layout. He starts assembling it each 
November 15 ond tokes it down on February 1. His train hobby dates from 
1921 in Scranton, Po., ond he started his present layout in 1951 . 
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R. N. Wilkinson Gets 
Promotion At Plant 

R. N. Wilkinson, Glen Lyn plant 
working foreman, has been promoted 
to maintenance foreman. 

In his new job he will be in 
charge of all 
maintenance 
work with the 
excep t ion of 
general boiler 
repairs. H e 
joined the com­
pany as a 
laborer in 1926 
and became a 
working fore-

Mr. Wilkinson man in 1944. 
A resident of 

Pearisburg, he enjoys sports of all 
kinds, especially football, softball, 
baseball and hunting. One of his out­
standing achievements has been his 
driving record. H e comments: "Auto­
mobile accidents occur from careless 
driving. I have been driving to and 
from work for 29 years and have 
never been involved in a traffic acci­
dent." 

Homer Hagaman Heads 
Huntington Group 

Homer P. H agaman was elected 
president of the H untington Federal 

Mr. Hagaman 

Credit Union. 
T he T &D en­
gineering sec­
tion employee 
succeeds T. R. 
Smith. 

S. R. Pri tch­
ard, district 
manager, was 
re-elected vice 
president while 
R. T. Hibner, 
record super­

visor, was re-elected secretary-treas­
urer. A 5 % dividend was declared 
and business conducted at the meeting 
at St. Clouds Commons. 

Three Roanoke Men 
Join Gallon Club 

Mr. Jarrett Mr. Coldwell 

Three Roanoke employees became 
members of the Red Cross Gallon 
Club last month. Donating their 
eighth pint of blood were L. R. 
Buchanan, building supervisor, R. ]. 
Jarrett and R. H. Caldwell, both of 
the district T &D department. 

Buchanan gave his eighth pint of 
blood at the 
Roanoke Blood 
Center on Feb­
ruary 16. Em­
ployed in Feb­
ruary, 1944, he 
has been build­
ing supervisor 
since J anuary I , 
1949. 

Mr. Buchanan 

J arrett, elec­
trical engineer, 
became a mem­

ber of the Gallon Club on February 
9. A graduate electrical engineer 
from V.P.l., he came with the com­
pany in July, 1952. 

Caldwell, clerk in the T &D depart­
ment, got his gallon pin the same 
day. Employed August 14, 1947, 
he is a veteran wi th four years service 
in the Navy. 

F. W. Isley On Commission 
F. W. "Jack" Isley was one of five 

magistrates appointed to a new 11-
man Regional Planning Commission 
for Sullivan County, Tennessee. The 
Kingsport administrative assistant will 
serve until October 1, 1960. H e 
joins four other magistrates and six 
private citizens on the commission. 
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J. E. Beale 01 
Charleston Retires 

Mr. Beale 

J . E. "Shorty" Beale, Charleston 
district groundman, recently retired 
after 1 0 years' service. 

Employed in 1945 in a transmis­
sion line crew, he had previously 
worked with the New York Central 
Railroad and the Civilian Conserva­
tion Corps. Involved in a serious :iuto 
accident in 1945, he had both knees 
fractured and one knee cap had to be 
removed. These injuries forced his 
early retirement at the age of 51. 

Upon retiring, he said: "I have 
been with many good companies since 
starting to work at 16 years of age, 
but the Appalachian Electric Power 
company is the best one I ever worked 
for." H e added that "the company 
not only treats its employees well as 
employees, but also as individuals." 

Although he has no definite plans 
for the future, he is th inking of going 
in to the service station or restaurant 
business. H e and h is family live in 
Charleston. 

Charles A. Echols 
Ordained Minister 

Check For $25 Written In 1926 As Payment For 
Right Of Way Honored By Pikeville Office 

Charles Allison Echols was or­
dained a Baptist minister recently at 

the Coopers 
Cove Baptist 
Church at 
H ardy. H e is 
the son of E. E. 
Echols, Roanoke 
division engi­
ne er in g em­
ployee. 

A $25 check written April I , 1926, 
was recently honored by the Pike­
ville district local office. 

T he check for right-qf-way was 
recen tly found in the papers of the 
late T . E . Spradlin by his son-in-law 
and estate administrator, J. H . M os­
grove of Pikeville. Mr. Mosgrove 
brought it to H. R. Flanagan, local 
office manager, who wrote another for 
the same amount. Payment had been 
stopped in 193 5 on the old check. 
The 1926 check had been written by 
S. M . Moore, former Pikeville office 
manager. 

Dealers Are Guests 
At Charleston Meet 

About 275 electric appliance dealers 
were guests when the "Electric Liv­
ing l s Best" sales program was pre­
sented in the Charleston d istrict re­
cently. 

The program, an extensive Appa­
lachian-dealers cooperative plan, was 
explained to dealers, salesmen and dis­
tribution representatives. C. B. 
T alley, district manager, welcomed 
the visitors and E . A. Murray, dis­
trict commercial manager, presented 
a discussion of sales aids. A dealer 
sales promotion contest, with $400 in 
prizes, was explained by H. M . Sill­
ing, district residential and rural sales 
supervisor, while Guilford Smith, ad­
ministrative assistant, gave details of 
a seven-months contest with $ 1,000 
in prizes. 

T he dinner also kicked off the 
"Wife Saver" sales promotion part of 
the over-all campaign in Charleston. 

J. H. Mosgrove prepares to cash o 
$25 check replacing one he found in 
his late fother-in-low's papers, doted 
April 1, 1926. H. R. Flonogon, Pike­
ville local office manager, looks on. 

Mr. Echols 

A sophomore 
at Bluefield 
College, he is 
taking mm1s­

terial courses preparing him for 
theological school. H e has also 
preached at several area churches. 

He was recently tapped by Phi 
Theta Kappa, scholastic fraternity. 
He has made the Dean's list twice. 

Welch Benevolent Group Formed 

The Employees' Benevolent Association of McDowell County hos been formed 
in the Welch district to simplify choritoble contributions by members. Mew 
officers elected ore, from the left: Alice Spencer, treasurer; Bill Hulme, 
executive committee; Bertha Vecellio, executive committee; D. C. Wright, 
chairman; Ruth Coton, secretory, ond Calvin Sexton, executive committee. A 
total of 114 member employees hove pledged $1 ,444.50, or $12.57 each, to 
the association to be distributed among the various charities. This will 
eliminate individual drives. Sank Smith, personnel supervisor, wos the chair­
man of o committee that drew up the proposed Articles of Agreement under 
which the association works. 
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Abingdon District 

John 0. Rasnick, employee on mili­
tary leave, has returned to work in the 
T&D department. 

L. G. Smith, stores supervisor, was 
a delegate from the Abingdon Ma­
sonic Lodge to the Grand Lodge of 
Virginia in Richmond recently. H e 
is a 32nd degree Mawn, a Shriner 
and a past district Deputy Grand 
Master. 

V. 0. Armentrout has resigned 
from the T &D department. 

Mrs. Edith Garnand has returned 
to work after being hospitalized. 

The Abingdon line crew held its 
annual ladies night banquet February 
11. The meal was served by the 
Kiloettes. 

James White, commercial manager, 
has been made chairman of the Red 
Cross Roll Call in Abingdon. 

M rs. Ancel Hutton, Sr., wife of 
the serviceman, is recuperating after 
a recent operation. 

Recent blood donors include Jack 
B. Frier, personnel supervisor; A. C. 
Hutton, J r., senior general clerk; 
H . S. Fogleman, head material clerk; 
and R. M. Bondurant, district engi­
neer. 

Welch District 

Frances Brooks, home economist, 
has returned to work after an opera­
tion. 

Mrs. Patricia Smith and W. A. 
Perdue have resigned. 

Perry H atmaker, Jr., has been 
named chairman of the "Tag Day" 
committee of the J unior Chamber of 
Commerce in the interest of the H eart 
Fund Drive. 

Barbara Shaw Reed, former ac­
counting employee, now living in 
Rhode Island, visi ted the office re­
cently. 

Roy L. F ranklin, administrative as­
sistant, was recently elected vice presi­
dent of the M cDowell County Alumni 
Chapter of West Vi rginia University. 
H e also recently attended a Regi­
mental Staff Training School of the 
l SOth Combat T eam in Charleston. 

Bluefield District 

Letha Thompson, division substa­

Mrs. E velyn Buckland, records sec­
tion, has been named secretary-treas­
urer of the Belspring Presbyterian 
Church Sunday School. 

The new residence of Mr. and 
Mrs. J. B. Brillhcart, J r., at Clare­
mont, was recently featured in the 
local newspaper as " H ome of the 
Week." 

Pulaski office blood donors during 
recent weeks include W. M. King, 
J. B. Nichols, Vernon Hinton, C. A. 
Schmidt, G. K. Smythers and J. F. 
Spencer. 

Glen Lyn Plant 

E. J. Stalker, stores supervisor, was 
recently elected to his fifth term as 
secretary of the Giles County Fi re­
men's Association. H e has also been 
secretary of the Rich Creek fire de­
partment for the past six years. 

System 

Billy Neal Smi th, system operating, 
has returned to work as a substation 
operator at Roanoke station after four 
years in the Air Force. 

Frances T hrasher has resigned from 
system accounting. 

Algie Wilson and Phyllis Saunders 
arc new system accoun ting employees. 

Sympathy is extended 0 . A. 
Hawkins, system accounting, on the 
death of his father- in-law, and W. F. 
Keehne, system accounting, on the 
death of his brother-in-law. 

Reba Turner and Mabel Ferguson 
have returned to system accounting 
after recent illnesses. 

Fieldale District 

Nancy Kitts, meter department, 
attended the quarterly meeting of the 
Southwestern Club in Wytheville re­
cently. 

J ohnnie Wright, local accounting, 
was recen tly appointed vice president 
of the M artinsville and H enry County 
Life Saving Crew. 

Sons of two employees appeared on 
Roanoke's W SLS-TV recently as 
members of E xplorer Post 73 . They 
were M ax H arlowe, son of Audrey 
H arlowe, local accounting, and K. W . 
Duckworth, son of Forde Duckworth, 
meter supervisor. 

tion department, has been elected r===============, 
secretary of the Bluefield Business and 
Professional Women's Club. 

J ames Boult is a new Princeton 
office employee. 

M embers of the Girls Service Club 
and their guests enjoyed a potluck 
dinner February 11 in the office as­
sembly room. The social committee 
headed by Ann Williams, was in 
charge of the affair. 

A. B. Gregory and John W eaver, 
garage employees, have returned to 
work after recent illnesses. 

Lucille Shaw, commercial depart­
ment, has resigned . to join her hus­
band, who is overseas in the Army. 

Pulaski District 

Cecil Buckner, meter, and Fred M. 
Lawson, Saltville station, have re­
turned to work after illnesses. 

Mrs. Palmer D eH aven, wife of 
the substation employee, and Mrs. 
G. P. Williams, wife of the line sec­
tion employee, have returned home 
from the hospital. 

Sympathy is extended Margaret 
Collins, Wytheville home economist, 
on the death of two brothers. 

Lynchburg District 

C. W. H ogan, senior petty cash 
clerk, has returned to work after a 
recent illness. 

Ronald E. Brooks, son of H erbert 
A. Brooks, working foreman, is now 
attending technical school at Shepherd 
Air Force Base in Wichita Falls, 
T exas, studying ai rplane engine me­
chanics. H e enlisted November 22. 

Sympathy is extended David S. 
Gourley, Reusens assistant hydro oper­
ator, on the death of his mother, and 
H arry L. Chandler, agricultural sales 
engineer, on the death of his mother. 

Roanoke District 

T. W. Abshi re, meter department 
serviceman, has been on a two-week 
Naval training cruise to Havana. H e 
was in charge of the enlisted men on 
the voyage. 

B. H . M cKeever, meter supervisor, 
attended the state chapter of Electri­
cal Engineers' meeting in Richmond. 

Pvt. Melvin L. Good, son of A. J. 
Good, general serviceman, was re­
cently graduated from the Army's 
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band school at Fort Jackson, S. C. 
A graduate of the Shenandoah Con­
servatory of Music and N orthwestern 
University, he is clarinetist in the 
10 I st Airborne Infantry D ivision 
band. 

E.T. Jones, credit depar tment, has 
returned to work after a recent oper­
ation. 

Charlotte Ann Stump is a new 
switchboard employee, replacing Mrs. 
Rebecca Keenan, who recently re­
signed. 

Sympathy is extended 0. B. 
Murphy, appliance serviceman, on the 
death of his brother. 

Pikeville District 

William Curtis Charles, station­
man, and Cecil DeBoard, groundman, 
have returned to work after illnesses. 

Mary Lou D raughn, home econo­
mist, has resigned. 

Craig Fields, residential and rural 
sales supervisor, and Lynn J ennings, 
area sales representative, have re­
turned from an expense-paid, week­
long trip to Miami, Florida. They 
were awarded the trip as winners in 
a company-sponsored sales contest. 

Ashland District 

Mrs. J. W . Ellis, Jr., wife of the 
records supervisor, engineering de­
partment, is recovering from an ill­
ness. 

G. A. W eatherton was re-elected 
a director of the Kentucky State Pro­
fessional E ngineers. The general 
commercial manager is vice president 
of the local chapter. 

Sympathy is extended Mr. and 
M rs. H. S. Scott on the death of her 
sister-in-law. 

Hazard District 

Jesse Payne, distribution, has re­
turned to work after a recent illness. 

Sympathy is extended H ershel 
Adams, distribution, on the death of 
his grandmother. 

J . A. Randall, meter supervisor, 
William D. T rent, meter section, and 
Howard G . Brooks, line section, have 
returned to work after recent illnesses. 

M rs. T. C. Dorton, J r., wife of 
the line section employee, has re­
turned home from the hospi ta! after 
a recent illness. 

H elen H and, four-year-old daugh­
ter of H omer H and, line section, has 
returned home from the hospital after 
a recent illness. 

Sympathy is extended Cecil C. and 
Omer E. M cClellan, line section, on 
the death of their sister. 

Keene White, assistant payroll 
supervisor, has been elected director 
of the Kingsport H eart Association. 

Huntington District 

Employees who have returned to 
work after recent illnesses or injuries 
are H arold Ball, Guy Clarkson, Andy 
Gilkerson, W. W. Grim, J. R. 
H ughes, W. C. Rose, Jr., W. F. 
Kates, R. E. Preston, J. T. Russell 
and J. W. Swann. 

S. W. Mustaine, J r., local office 
manager, and Carlos J. Akers, safety 
supervisor, 1-\ave been appointed 
neighborhoo commissioners for the 
Boy Scouts of America. 

Sympathy is extended Marcus B. 
Falls on the death of his sister. 

Rebecca B. Farmer and Charles E. 
D erbyshire, system bill ing, and June 
S. Goodloe, junior home economist, 
have resigned. 

Logan Plant 

Sympathy is extended A. J. Conley 
on the death of his mother-in-law, 
and J. W. Frey on the death of his 
mother-in-law. 

Sympathy is also ex tended W. G. 
Matthews on the death of his father­
in-law. 

Logan District 

W. E. Bivens, commercial depart­
ment, was appointed to a five-year 
term on the Logan County Recrea­
tion and Playgrounds board. 

Ann Valley, daughter of T. F. 
Valley, local office manager, was one 
of 27 women students at West Vir­
ginia University who recently visited 
high schools to discuss life at the 
University. A 1952 graduate of 
Logan H igh School, she is a junior at 
the college. 

H oward L. Foglesong, electrical 
engineer, is a new employee. 

Miller Porterfield, Jr., son of the 
district manager, recently attended 
the fifth annual " Know our Govern­
ment Day" at Charleston. 

J ohn T . Shriver, commercial de­
partment, recently became a member 
of the Logan Kiwanis Club, and 
Frank D. Stone, Jr., accounting, re­
cently joined the Logan Lions Club. 

Williamson District 

J ay Runyon, C. R. W ilson and 
J ack Riddle, members of the Junior 
Chamber of Commerce, took part in 
erecting three crosses on a hill near 
W illiamson for the Christmas season . 
The crosses will remain through 
Easter. 

E . E . King, d istrict superintendent, 
was elected vice president and J. L . 
Gilbert, local office manager, was 
named secretary-treasurer of the 
Mingo County Country Club. 

C. C. Darrah, district manager, as 
president of the Tug Valley Indus­
tri al Corporation recently conducted 
the organization's first meeting. The 
group met jointly with the William­
son Kiwanis and Rotary clubs. 

Sympathy is extended Ford 
Muncy, engineering, on the death of 
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his grandmother, and Burnice Sowell, 
transportation, on the death of his 
son. 

Blake Oney, commercial depart­
ment, has returned to work after an 
extended illness. 

B. C. Roach, father of Betty Roach, 
meter department employee, is re­
cuperating after an extended illness. 

Kanawha River Plant 

Sympathy is extended W . B. 
Moore on the death of his mother. 

Beckley District 

R. W. Martin, engineering section, 
and D. H. Williams, line section, 
have returned to work after recent 
illnesses. 

R. D. Smi th, J r., son of the ac­
counting depar tment employee, is a 
patient in the Raleigh General H os­
pital. 

Philip Sporn Plant . 

Employees who have returned to 
work after recent illnesses include 
Edward A. Ryan, maintenance man, 
and Leo C. H ill, Joseph R. Bailey 
and William T . Soulsby, maintenance 
department helpers. 

Sympathy is extended Charles 
Haley, assistant control operator, on 
the death of his father, and Gerald 
Michael, filter plant operator and 
sampler, on the death of his father. 

Charleston District 

0. W. D abney, right-of-way agent, 
and H. C. Mathews, meter section, 
have returned to work after extended 
ilJnesses. 

New employees include Richard 
Bradley, William Tolley and Robert 
T hompson, T&D line section; and 
Ernestine C. Williams, Montgomery 
accounting office. 

Bryan Smithers, line section, ha~ 
resigned. 

Sympathy is extended F. E. H ar­
lowe, AGE auditor in the Charleston 
office, on the death of his fa ther, and 
Joe Burdette, commercial, on the 
death of his father-in-law. 

Sympathy is also extended S. H. 
J ean, line section, on the death of 
his father, and Gherlene Trusty, ac­
counting, on the death of her father­
in-law. 

David T. Crickenberger and Ralph 
Baughn, on military leaves of absence, 
have returned to work. Mr. Cricken­
berger, system meter, was in the Air 
Force for four years and Mr. Baughn, 
meter section, was in the Navy for 
four years. 

H elen Porter entertained the com­
mercial department women employees 
at an informal get-together recently. 
Attending were Sue Sheets, Juan ita 
H ively, Golda J ohnson, Jerry Rader, 
Wanda Ramsey and Ouida Miller. 

C. A. Perkins and George H ervey 
attended the recent D istribution 

{Su Charleston, Page 11) 
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10 Tell Me A Story1 

Ballads Of Early American Life Are 
Sung And Played By Gary Q.uesinberry 

'-./Gary Quesinberry plays back a ballad from his tape recorder while learning 
its words and music. 

A tape recorder and a guitar is 
all that's needed to keep Gary Quesin­
berry happy. 

learning and practicing" so he'll be 
ready if he gets the big break he 
hopes for in the musical world. 

THE ILLUMINATOR 

Dr. F. E. Wise1 Jr. 
Gets M .S. Degree 

Dr. F. E. Wise, J r., recently be­
came a Diplomate of the American 
Board of Radiology and had conferred 
upon him the degree of . Master of 
Science in Radiology by the Uni­
versity of Minnesota. 

Dr. Wise 

T he son of 
the station man 
in the Charles­
ton T&D sta­
tion section has 
been added to 
the N alle Clinic 
Staff of Char­
lotte in the de­
par tment of ra­
d iology. He is 
a graduate of 
Marshall Col­

lege and the Medical College of Vir-
ginia. 

H e served in the Navy as an officer 
and in 1951 was awarded a fellow­
ship in radiology by the Mayo Clinic 
where he remained until 1954. He 
is married and the father of two 
daughters. 

H e needs the guitar to accompany 
his singing and the tape recorder to 
capture part of early Americana, the 
ballad. For Gary is an ardent pursuer 
of old ballads that have come down 
through the ages by word of mouth. 
Tradegy is the main theme of most 
of the ballads, sung by early American 
cowboys, or on railroads and steam­
boats of old, or on the South's pic­
turesque plantations. 

Credit Union Ollicers Re-Elected 

Gary is a Charleston district T&D 
station section employee who spends 
just about all of his time off the job 
searching for and reading about bal­
lads. The tape recorder is an im­
portan t part of his hobby, because 
with it he can let an oldtimer, who 
knows an old ballad new to Gary, sing All 1954 officers of the Lynchburg Credit Union were re-elected far the 1955 
it the way it has been handed down. term. They are, from the left: Edward F. Lacy, Jr., president; Joyce A. Brown, 

secretary; Joseph W. McCarthy, treasurer; and George W. Stone, Jr., vice 
Gary then takes the tape home and president. Also re-elected ta complete the board of directors were L. G. 
plays it over and over until he can Dougan, C. H. McCarthy, Jr., and Parks H. Snead. Other officers include 
sing and play it. F. 0. Smith. E. T. Johnson and Jane W. Plunkett on the credit committee; 

Another important part of this C. W. Hogan, Kathleen V. Hudson and G. C. Wheeler on the supervisory 
committee; and L. G. Dougan, publicity. The union was organized in Lynch­

musical hobby is the research that it burg in May, 1954. 
entails. Gary spends a large part of~-..;...---------------------------­
the time in libraries and music stores 
fi nding a ballad he likes. Once he 
has learned it, he traces its history as 
far back as possible. Many ballads 
lose their magic unless their back­
ground is known. 

While he was in the Navy Gary 
won a talent contest at Great Lakes. 
H e appeared on a local radio program 
at Mount Airy, North Carolina, and 
more recently declined a job offer 
of a daytime program on Huntington's 
WSAZ-TV. Although he came to 
work for the company only two 
months before, Gary was on the pro­
gram of the Charleston district Christ­
mas party. 

Gary's answer to the future is 
" I'm going to keep reading, searching, 

Glen Lyn Plant Man 
Heads Ruritan Club 

Floyd F. Ferguson has been elected 
president of the 
East River D is­
t r i ct Ruritan 
Club. T h e 
u tility opera tor 
at Glen Lyn 
plant has served 
as secretary of 
the club since 
its organization 
three years ago. 

Mr. Ferguson 
A resident of 

Kellysville, he 
1s married and has three children. 

Molo Officers Elected At Ashland 
~ 

These new officers were elected when the Molo Club, made up of Ashland 
district women employees, held a business dinner meeting recently. They are, 
from the left: Iona Koriath. reporter; Bettye Parsons, president; and Amelia 
Parrish, secretary and treasurer. Outgoing president Alberta Gevedon pre­
sided over the installation ceremonies. Other members present included Helen 
Eaton, Virginia Lewis, Helen Davis, Felicia Billips, Amy Wotts, Lorayne Watson, 
Mimi Shope. Carolyn Slone, Haney Eads, Kathy Jenks, Mary Moore, Louise 
Woodie, Wilma Frazier and Marv Lee Jenkins. 

Service Pin Veterans 
Feted At Beckley Dinner 

A total of 29 employees were on 
hand when Beckley d istrict held its 
annual service pin dinner recently. 
T he 29 received service pins ranging 
from five to 35 years during 1954. 

Waldo S. Lafon district manager, 
was toastmaster and W. E . Zopp, 
senior personnel assistant, spoke on 
"Safety And I ts Importance To 
Everyday Living." 

H onored were Charles Flint, Paul 
Pauley, Clyde Marshall, Archie Riner, 
Elizabeth Scott, R. W . Martin, 
Charles Varner, J im McVey, Frances 
Jones, Bonnie Evans, Carl Smith, 
Tom H umphries, Pat Lowery, R. R . 
Griffith, Jake Abshire, Paul Elliott, 
Robert Duren, A. B. Lilly, A. B. 
Bailey, Emma Jean Wilson, Mr. 
Lafon, L. W. T horne, C. F. Ellison, 
\V, P. Jennings, J. 0. Graham, Vera 
Haynes; E. F. Eager, C. L. H onaker 
and J. E. Vickers. 

Lt. J. A. Allinder, Jr., 
Named To NATO Staff 

Lt. Joe A. Allinder, J r., has been 
selected for duty on the N AT O staff 
of Adm. Jerauld W right. The Cabin 
Creek plant employee on mi li tary 
leave is the son of the plant chemist. 

Lt. Allinder will serve as adminis­
trative officer for logistics, working 
with officers from the eight NATO 
nations represented on the SACANT 
staff. H e is married to Mary Jo H ill, 
daughter of J. C . Hill, system divi­
sion chief dispatcher at Kanawha 
River plant. 
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Pulaski.ans Complete First Aid Course 

American Red Cross standard first aid certificates were presented to these 
15 Pulaski district employees recently. Stanley C. Smith, far left, ond W . H. 
Spangler, far right, are shown presenting the certificates. Mr. Smith, engineer­
ing, was instructor for the 18-hour course, while Mr. Spangler, district safety 
supervisor, is first aid chairman of the Pulaski County Chapter of the American 
Red Cross. Those who completed the course are, from the left : R. D. Carson, 
J. B. Brillheart, Jr., Q. M. Harless, G. B. Chumbley, C. H. Rhett, G. P. Williams, 
D. B. Smith, W. F. Childers, Opal M. Newland, H. L. Morehead, B. B. McCall, 
K. L. Buckland, S. L. Johnson, C. P. Bailey and Dorothy N. Whitaker. All 
ore engineering employees except Dorothy Whitaker, who works in the per­
sonnel department. 

Phonograph With Four Separate Units 
Is One Result Of W. F. Giles' Talent 

j 
W. F. Giles' record collection, including the two high fidelity albums in the 
foreground, are shown with his homemade turntable. Other parts of his 
radio and phonograph equipment are located on the shelves. 

W. F. Giles' hobby has caused him 
to develop a most unusual and prac­
tical object for his home. 

Mr. Giles 

While pur­
suing his hobby 
of amateur ra· 
dio operator 
and bu ilding 
r ad io and 
phonograph 
parts, the Wil­
liamson district 
com merci a l 
manager came 
up with a 
phonograph 

built in four separate uni ts. While 
working on the units he figured that 
the phonograph that would prove most 
convenient and flexible, while pro­
viding the most faithful reproduction, 
would be one that had its parts lo­
cated where they were needed most. 

He located the turntable next to 
h is record collection. The pre-ampli­
fier was placed near the listening po­
sition and the power amplifier, which 

is bulky and has no adjustable con­
trols, is located out of the way. The 
speaker has a special enclosure and 
is pinpointed in the room for better 
acoustics. 

T he turntable is homemade from 
a 78 rpm motor converted to also 
play 33 1/ 3 rpm. The turntable 
proper is a Ford automobile flywheel. 
H e also uses a diamond point needle 
on the arm. 

H is hobby is considerably confined 
because of his many outside activities. 
H e is chairman of the program com­
mittee of the Williamson Rotary Club, 
president of the Layman's League of 
the Episcopal Church, county first 
aid chairman for the Red Cross and 
city chairman for the Red Cross fund 
drive. 

H e was co-chairman of the com­
mittee of the Tug Valley Chamber 
of Commerce that introduced the idea 
of forming the Tug Valley Industrial 
Corporation, and he is now a com­
mittee member of the Industrial Sites 
committee of the corporation. 

Abingdon Club Names 1955 Ollicers 

Ready to begin the first meeting under their reign are these officers of the 
Abingdon Employees' Club. They are, from the left: John S. Orr, T&D de­
partment, president; Maebelle Grace, accounting, treasurer; Peggy Johnson, 
accounting, secretary; and L. W. Duncan, distributions records department, 
vice president. The new board of directors includes Doris Fleenor, managerial; 
C. F. Hefner, distribution records department; James Cole, commercial de­
portment; A. C. Hutton, Jr., accounting; W. L. Smythers, engineering; J. S. 
Overbay, T&D; Edythe Garnand, stores; and Tom Crabtree, meter department. 
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Camera Self-Portraits Taken In Stride By 
Paul E. Hilliard. Photography Enthusiast 

When you get to the point where 
you can take an excellent photograph 
of yourself, then you've gone pretty 
far in photography. 

Taking his own picture is j ust one 
of many experiments by Paul E . Hil­
liard, Bluefield division station engi­
neer. Mr. H illiard is quite senous 
about h is hobby and has the equip­
ment to prove it. He has several 
cameras and all the extras that go to 
make it a flexible hobby. H e does 
all his own developing and when he 
takes a trip he records the scenery on 
color slides. Then he adds a running 
commentary, background music and 
sound effects on a tape recording to 
coincide wi th the slides. 

Mr. H illiard was recently elected 
vice president of the Bluefield Cam­
era Club, which is affiliated with the 
Photographic Society of America. H e 
succeeded Ira Henderson, Bluefield 
administrative assistant, in the office. 
Other employees belonging to the 
club are M. R. Callaway, J. P. Rose 
and T. W. Testerman. 

C. B. Yearout Goes 
To Division Post 

Charles B. Yearout has been pro­
moted to Bluefield division personnel 
supervisor. H e succeeds L. H. 
Saunders who retired. 

Born in Wil­
liamson, he at­
tended pu b l i c 
schools through 
Beaver H igh in 
Bluefield. A 
gr ad u ate of 
Concord Col­
lege in 1934, 
he did graduate 
work at Cornell 

Mr. Yearout Universi ty and 
the University 

of West Virgi nia, where he received 
his masters degree in 1939. 

H e was instructor and coach at 
Bramwell High School until 1942 
and then went to W ilmington as 
safety director and personnel super­
visor for the North Carolina Ship­
building Company. In 1946 he came 
with the company as safety supervisor 
and was assistant division personnel 
supervisor at the time of his promo­
tion. 

H e is a member of the Chamber 
of Commerce, University Club, 
American Academy for the Advance­
ment of Science, and on the execu­
tive board, area commissioner and 
vice chairman of the Greater Bluefield 
Boy Scouts of America. Married, he 
is the fa ther of two sons. 

Paul E. Hilliard poses for-Paul E. 
Hilliard. The Bluefield division em­
ployee is an experienced photographer 
and has done much experimenting 
with pictures. On the table is some 
of his equipment. At the lower left 
is a camera that's been in his family 
SO years. In the center is a Speed 
Graphic and at right a 35 millimeter 
camera he uses for color pictures and 
slides. A slide projector and tope re­
corder are on either side of Mr. 
Hilliard. 

]. L. Dorsey Made 
Building Supervisor 

James L. Dorsey, Huntington dis­
trict groundman, was promoted to 
building supervisor on February 1. 

J im began working for the com­
pany on Febru­
ary 1 9, 1 941, 
as a mainte­
nance man at 
Kenova plant. 
H e transferred 
to groundman 
m September 
1954. 

A graduate 
of Ceredo -

Mr. Dorsey Kenova H igh 
School and of the Frigidaire School 
at Columbus, he also graduated from 
H untington East Trade School with 
a certificate in weld ing. H e was a 
certifi ed welder at Kenova plant for 
14 years. 

M arried and the fa ther of a daugh­
ter, he is a member of the Kenova 
Baptist Church and the Masonic 
Lodge No. 110 at Kenova. His hobby 
is bowling and he rolls for the dis­
trict substation team. 

Welch Completes Meetings 
Introductory meetings for the 

"Electric Living" dealer sales pro­
gram were recen tly completed in the 
Welch district. Forrest L. Bocock, 
district residential and rural sales 
supervisor, conducted meetings in 
Grundy, Pineville and Welch for 
about 11 0 dealers. 

Credit Union Names New Officers 

-~;.;;;,,.""""'·­
Officers of the Charleston Elec Credit Union talk over some business at the 
annual meeting of the stockholders. New officers elected, shown above from 
the left, are: H. F. Fennell, board of directors; E. A. Murray, Jr., vice president; 
J. D. Walters, president (seated); W. R. Witzel, secretary-treasurer; ond 
C. B. Talley, board of directors. Other officers include G. B. Moir, Jr., F. C. 
Young and J. A. Allinder, members of the supervisory committee; E. H. Braid, 
A. R. Hoffman and C. R. S, Garten, credit committee; ond A. W. Brendel, 
assistant secretary-treasurer. During the past year loans totaling more thon 
$29,000 were mode to employees. An eight percent dividend was declared 
for the 450 employees wha are members of the arganizotion. 
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Five More To Go 

Cabin Creek's ·Dust Collector Working 
First of six dust collectors being 

erected at Cabin Creek plant went 
into service last month. The new dust 
collector went to work February 6 
when No. 9 1 boiler was returned to 
service after three weeks' outage. 

By midsummer all the collectors 
will be in service. The second is 
scheduled for completion by the 
second week in March by the con­
tractor, C. H. Jimison & Sons. 

About $ I ~~ -million is the cost for 
buying and installing the collectors 
and for constructing the disposal area. 
About 85 to 90 percent of the fly ash 
in the flue gases will be eliminated 
from the air as the result of the im­
provements. 

Of a total of 600 tons of steel 
needed on the project, about 400 tons 
has been erected. T o support this 
additional weight on the roof, 95 tons 
of reinforcing structural steel was 
necessary. The dust collector and duct 
work steel is raised to the plant roof 
by a guyed derrick wi th the mast 
secured to one of the stacks by a band 
or ring around the stack. About ~even 
tons is the maximum load to be lifted. 

The collected fly ash falls in to 
hoppers and is then sluiced by pipe 
line to the fly ash disposal basin, near­
ing completion. This basin, fo rmerly 
Cabin Creek Island, was constructed 
as a part of the project of fly ash 
collection and dosposal. 

The island was originally separated 
from the mainland by a channel. This 
channel was fi lled by excavation from 
the island and an earthern dike was 
built around the island. An area of 
about I 7 acres was created--enough 
to serve as a disposal area for the next 
I 5 years. 

Kingsport Award 

J. E. Wright, Kingsport Utilities vice 
president and general manager ot 
right, accepts the 1954 AGE Presi­
dent's Award from Philip Sporn, AGE 
president. Mr. Wright's company fin­
ished in top spot in the " Exciter" divi­
sion of the Commercial-Industrial soles 
campaign during 1954. Presentation 
wos made at a recent awards dinner 
in New York. 

C. M. Lee. Serviceman 
In New Castle. Dies 

Cyril "Cyke" M. Lee, part-time 
general serviceman in the N ew Castle 

Mr. Lee 

area of Roanoke 
d istrict, d i e d 
February 9, ap­
parently of a 
heart attack. 

As an em­
ployee since 
May 1, 1929, 
he was well 
known in the 
Craig County 
area. He solici­
ted new busi­

ness, wired houses and serviced ap­
pliances in addition to being service 
representative. 

A veteran of World War I and 
member of the Mountain View Chris­
tian Church, he is survived by his 
widow, two daughters and a grandson. 

!f 

Showing the fly ash disposal area for Cabin Creek plant, the dotted line is theV 
flow of fly ash from the plant's new dust collectors. Fly ash is sluiced from 
the plant by pipe line and enters the basin at the upper left orea near the coal 
storage yard. Three earthen dikes, the fourth under construction, form set-
tling basins for the dust particles. The x-mark line shows where the channel 
which formerly separated the island from the mainland was filled in . 

Fixing Sewing Machine Starts Sam Martin 
On Hobby; Result Is 1.118 Aprons. Five Quilts 

What would you do with 1, 11 8 
aprons? 

If you were Sam M artin you would 
sell them and give them to fr iends. 
For Mr. Martin, Welch district line­
man in Coalwood, has made that 
many aprons, plus five auilts, since 
his wife's sewing machine broke down 
six years ago. When he was fixing 
the machine he became fascinated 
with its inner workings and decided 
to experiment a little. 

H is first products weren't what he 
hoped they'd be. But as time 
went on, his aprons and quilts became 
the work of a professional. 

Doing all the work on the sewing 
machine, he turns all kinds of ma­
terials, including handkerchiefs and 
kerchiefs, into fancy aprons. His 
quilts con tain eight sections, each with 
seven colors, that form a star. One 
hundred tiny pieces go into each 
section and cotton and lining are 
added when the quilt top is com­
pleted. 

D espi te all his sewing, Mr. Martin 
still finds time to win shooting tro­
ohies in his area. He possesses the 
Twin City Skeet Club trophy for 
winning a match in Bristol and be­
lcngs to th e Welch Rifle and Pistol 
Club and the Coalwood-Caretta Skeet 
and Pistol Club. In addition he is 
a member of the Odd Fellows and 
the J unior Order United American 
Mechanics. H e has been employed 
by the company since June 23, 1922 . 

Two Elected Directors 
Of Service Corporation 

T wo men recently were elected di­
rectors of the AGE Service Corpora­
tion. They are George V. Patterson, 
assistant general manager of Ohio 
Power Company, and J ohn E. Geue, 
operating manager-production for 
AGE. 

Mr. Patterson, Ohio Power assistant 
general manager since last year, is a 
20-year veteran. Mr. Geue, starting 
on the AGE Svstem in 1922 at 
Windsor plant, also rose to his posi­
tion last year. 

Lovedale Almost Converted 
Conversion of Lovedale station in 

Kingsport from 22 kv to 3 3 kv is 
practically completed. Connected di­
rectly to the new W est Kingsport sta­
tion, which went into operation in 
December, t he Lovedale station has a 
new capacity of 18,000 kva. Two 
transformers brought the station from 
its old capacity of 4,500 kva. 

Som Mortin puts together one of eight 
sections that will go into his newest 
quilt. 

George Unangst Aids In 
AIEE Radio Discussions 

George Unangst, Charleston meter 
supervisor, was one of the parti cipants 
on a series of Charleston radio broad­
casts telling the story of the electrical 
engineer. 

As chairman of the local section 
of the American Institute of Electri­
cal Engineers, Mr. Unangst helped 
in the informal discussions between 
prominent electrical engineers and 
couples from the Charleston area. H e 
also mailed letters to schools in the 
area asking teachers to call "the series 
to the attention of their students. 

Roadside Find 

Ed Callihan, Abingdon district serv· 
iceman, is shown with the pocketbook 
he recently found and returned to its 
owner. He found the pocketbook and 
o pair of gloves on the highway on 
his way to work one morning. Inside 
he found oll the usual things a wom­
an's pocketbook holds, plus $48.07. 
Papers included the identification of 
the owner, whose address wos Harri­
man, Tennessee, and the name and 
telephone number of a lady at Natural 
Bridge, Virginia. A telegram sent to 
the Tennessee address could not be 
delivered, but a phone call to Natural 
Bridge found the pocketbook's owne;, 
visiting with a relative. The bag a"d 
contents were returned to the happy 
lady in the next moil. · • 
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1 Jack' Saunders, 
Bluefield Division 
Veteran, Retires 

Mr. Saunders 

L. H. "Jack" Saunders, Bluefield 
division personnel supervisor, retired 
the first of last month after 39 years' 
service. 

H e was presented a TV set by 
fellow employees at a luncheon in 
his honor at the West Virginian Hotel 
on February 4. Among the 100 pres­
ent was G. L. Furr, Appalachian vice 
president and general manager. 

Born in 1890 in Bedford, Virginia, 
he graduated from Randolph-Macon 
Academy in Bedford. He finished his 
education at National Business College 
in Roanoke in 19 11. 

Recalling some of his experiences 
at the luncheon, J ack said he came to 
Bluefield in December of 191 1 and 
waded snow above his knees to get 
his first job at the N&W. H e came 
to work for Appalachian in 191 5 as 
secretary to G eneral Manager Herbert 
Markle. At that time there were 
about 1 5 employees in the office on 
Prince ton Avenue. 

During the early years he filled in 
on many jobs--<me of which was 
motorman on the street railway 
owned and operated by the company. 
H e was a member of the first Aid 
Course given in Bluefield by the Red 
Cross. 

H e was made assistant to the 
division manager when Appalachian 
became a part of AGE. In 1 94- 1 he 
became administrative assistant and 
in 1949 was promoted to division 
personnel supervisor. 

A member of the College Avenue 
Baptist Church and the Chamber of 
Commerce, he is married and the 
father of four chi ldren. With garden­
ing, traveling, baseball and television, 
J ack finds plenty of activities for re­
tirement. 

Logan Plant Man Is 
Promoted To Kanawha 

T. H. Whited, Logan plant per­
sonnel supervisor, has been promoted 

to the same 
position at 
Kanawha River 
plant. 

Mr. Whited, 
a native of Lo­
gan, was em­
ployed in the 
Logan p 1 a n t 
office in August, 
1938. H e was 

Mr. Whited results engineer 
and administrative assistant before 
promotion to personnel supervisor. 

While at Logan he was vice presi­
dent of the Kiwanis Club and a 
deacon and a vice president of the 
M en's Club of the First Baptist 
Church. Married, he is the father of 
two children. 
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Twelve Employees Write For Two 'Notes' Central Ohio Merged 
Into Ohio Power 

Twch-e Appalachian employees 
contributed 13 articles to the J anuary 
and February issues of AGE's 
M onthly Operating N otes. 

J. L. Kern, Kanawha Ri ver plant 
maintenance department employee, 
\\'rote two articles for the January 
issue. I n "Calibration Of Tempera­
ture Recorders Aided By Plug-In 
Connector" he told how a plug-in 
connector saved time and trouble 
when electronic temperature recorders 
were calibrated. His second article, 
" Pocket-Size Checker For Capacitors, 
Circuit And Voltage," explained how 
a pocket-size checker could be used to 
advantage when checking and repair­
ing electronic recorders. 

W. M. Mills, Roanoke district 
meter department employee, contrib­
uted "Quick, Safe, F.asy Cleaning Of 
Glass Meter Covers," in which he told 
how a vat and simple household de­
tergent cut meter cover washing time 
by 85 percent. 

The final J anuary article was writ­
ten by A. R. Neal, Jr., Huntington 
division supervising engineer. Called 
"Breaker Experience With And 
Without Shielding," the article con­
tained an analysis of breaker opera­
tions with and without shielding. 

Last Issue All Appalachian 
Every article in the February issue 

of Monthly Operating N otes was 
written by Appalachian employees. 
.Jack B. Frier, Abingdon district per­
sonnel supervisor, contributed " Im­
proving Operating Meetings," in 
which he described ways his district 
is handling operating meetings. 

Several pictures illustrate the "Re­
ducing Storage Area, Material Hand­
ling And Inventory Time," by C. H. 
Murray, Charleston division stores 
supervisor. H e particularly pointed 
out the advantages of fork lift trucks 
in handling stores. 

Another Charleston employee, 
George E. Hervey, district supe rin­
tendent, contributed "Another Use 
For Rubber-Cone Traffic ·warnings." 
He told how the cones had been 
successfully used when line crews were 
working along busy roads and where 
new street light poles were to be m­
stalled. 

Mr. Kern Mr. Mills 

Mr. Murray Mr. Hervey 

Mr. Gilbert Mr. Rottgen 

R. W. Speas, K anawha Valley 
Power Company hydro plant super­
visor, was author of "Pump-Packing 
Maintenance Reduced By Mechani­
cal Seals." The increased life and 
savings of this type seal make them 
advantageous in an au tomatic plant. 

0. W. Bond, Glen Lyn pbnt re­
sults engineer, in "Simple Work­
Schedule System P revents Forget­
ting." explains how routine but im­
port:mt operations in servicing equip­
ment are not forgo tten because of a 
work schedule set up fo r each piece. 

T wo Philip Sporn plant men also 
contributed articles to the February 
issue. E. M. Rottgen, yard foreman, 
wrote "Increasing Conveyor-Belt 
Life," telling how a self-vulcanizing 
patch satisfactorily repaired a badly 
gouged conveyor belt, increasing i ts 
life. 

Accident Victim Pinned In Wreck Is Freed 
By Wayne Area Line Crew With Truck Winch 

Wayne area line crew that freed a motorist pinned unde r an auto wreck are, 
from left: George W. Akers, Clarence Copley and E. C. Berry. 

Three men in the \.Vayne area 
line crew made a friend for life re­
cently. They freed a motorist pinned 
under an auto wreck. 

Claude Spurlock of H untington 
was driving toward the city on Spring 
Valley Road when his car skidded and 
overturned. Twenty minutes later 
the Wayne crew came upon the 
wreckage. 

G eorge W. Akers, working fore­
man, E. C. Berry, lineman, and 
Clarence Copley, truck driver-ground­
man, found the victim pinned under 
the car with a broken hand. The 
hand was securely fouled in the car 
door. 

Working with extreme caution, the 
men hooked their truck winch to the 
side of the car, setting it upright and 
freeing the victim. After giving first 

aid, they rad ioed the Huntington 
office which called add itional help for 
the victim. 

Mr. Neal Mr. Frier 

Mr. Speas Mr. Band 

Mr. McCalgan Mr. Broyles 

J. P. Gilbert, Sporn assistant re­
sults engineer, was author of "Cali­
brating Raw-Coal M eters In P ulver­
izer Feeders," in which he described 
a device that would check the amount 
of coal passing through the feeder and 
establ ish a relationship between the 
counte r differences and the calculated 
volume. 

"Calibrating Pneumatic Relays" 
was contributed by W . W . M cColgan, 
Kanaw ha River pbnt resul ts engineer. 
H e told of a portable uni t constructed 
to cali brate pneumatic relays while 
they are mounted in operating posi­
tion. 

And G. H. Broyles, Roanoke dis­
trict service foreman, wrote "Check­
ing Series-Ligh ting Current To Pro­
long Lamp Life," telling of an adap­
tor that maintenance crews could use 
to check series lighting ci rcuits. 

Employees Serve Pancakes 

T hree Huntington district em­
ployees served over 3,000 platters of 
pancakes and sausage during the re­
cent "Pancake Festival," sponsored 
by the DAV. Aun t Jemima attended 
the occasion, helping Dick Mallory, 
Paul Baker, Bob Kuster and Reddy 
Kilowatt serve up the hotcakes. 

Central Ohio Light & Power Com­
pany, serving about 25,000 customers 
and 47 communities, has been merged 
into Ohio Power Company. The 
merger became effective February 1. 

Both companies are subsidiary oper­
ating companies of AGE and their 
power generation and transmission 
facilities are physically interconnected 
and in tegrated. Terms of the merger 
were approved by the U. S. District 
Court at Toledo on January 21, fol­
lowing previous approval by the Se­
curities & Exchange Commission in 
Washington and the state's Public 
Utilities Commission in Columbus. 

Central Ohio served the Findlay 
area in the northwestern part of the 
state and the Wooster area in the 
north-central section. Ohio Power's 
territory now includes parts of 5 3 
of Ohio's 88 counties in the north­
western, central, eastern and southern 
areas of the sta te. T he merger in­
creases Ohio Power's number of cus­
tomers to about 4-3 3,000 and the 
number of communities served to 585 . 

J. E. Gibbs Plans 
Active Retirement 

Mr. Gibbs 

Retirement is just the beginning 
for .John E. Gibbs, Logan plant guard. 

T hat's the way M r. Gibbs, who 
retired M arch 1, looks at the end of 
his company employment. Rather 
than relax, his plans call for more 
activity than ever. H e plans to buy 
a small fa rm, where he will raise 
chickens and do some gardening. And 
he also wants to spend some time 
fishing and hunting. 

A native of M urray, Kentucky, 
where he attended school, he spent 
most of his early life on his father's 
farm. H e later was a school bus 
driver and a salesman, and joined 
Appalachian at Logan plant as a guard 
November 13, 194-2. 

M arried, he is the father of two 
children and has one granddaughter 
and three grandsons. 

Mud Depth Checked At Byllesby 

Actions af these Pulaski district employees bring back memories of the steam­
boat days af the old South. G. B. Chumbley, seated, and D. B. Smith are 
sounding for mud depth at the Byllesby dam while G. P. Williams takes the 
reading. All three are instrumentmen. King Mustord, Byllesby plant fore­
man, looks on. Sounding for mud depth so that eventually the mud can be 
removed ta make way for more water is s imilar ta the sounding done from the 
decks af the old steamboats. Steamboat men used lead weighted strings while 
these modern day sounden use a pole, but both groups shouted their f indings to 
a recorder. . 
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Twelve Vets Reach Service Milestones 

Appalachian Electric Power Company 

Abingdon District-5 YEARS: LEWIS E. WRIGHT, accounting 
department (returned from military service); J AMES W. CALLAH AN, T&D 
line section (returned from military service); JOHN 0. RASNICK, T&D 
line section. 

Beckley District- IO YEARS: J. S. H ICKS, T&D line section; 5 
YEARS: E. F. PIOCH, T&D engineering section. 

Cabin Creek Plant-25 YEARS: D. E . JOHNSON, assistant shi ft 
supervisor; L. C. HURST, boiler operator. 

Charleston District-20 YEARS: R. W. SPEAS, Kanawha Valley 
Power Company hydro plan t supervisor; 15 YEARS: G. W. SUMMERS, 
Kanawha Valley Power Company utility man; W . H. JONES, lineman ; 5 
YEARS: H. R. H ILL, meterman. 

Fieldale District-5 YEARS: H AROLD MARTI , R/ W department. 

Huntington District-I 0 YEARS: LAURA S. COLLINS, T&D records 
section; JAM ES F. HICKS, T&D engineering section ; 5 YEARS: RALPH 
M. M ILLER, division T &D department; LEAH C. WAGNER, accounting 
department. 

Kanawha River Plant-20 YEARS: D. E . EVERSON, assistant shift 
operating engineer; 5 YEARS : W. W. M cCOLGAN, results engineer. 

Logan District-IO YEARS: FRANK D. STONE, JR ., accoun ti ng 
department. 

Logan Plant- 20 YEARS: J. B. BUSKIRK, turbine operator; J. P. 
KIRK, assistant boiler operator; 15 YEARS: D. T. HAYNER, mechanical 
maintenance mechanic. 

Lynchburg District-IO YEARS: GEORGE W. STONE, JR., stores 
record clerk. 

Roanoke District- 30 YEARS: F. E . BOWMAN, commercial de­
partment; I 0 YEARS: C. L. PETERS, garage deparm1ent. 

Philip Sporn Plant-5 YEARS: FLOYD H. CAPEH ART, auxilia ry 
equipment operator. 

System- 20 YEARS: J. H. HORNE, system operating department; 
5 YEARS: B. N. SMITH, system operating department (returned from 
military service). 

Company vete rans rece1v1ng pins for 20 or more years' 
service during recent weeks are pictured above. TOP 
ROW. from the left : F. E. Bowman, Roanoke, 30 years; 
J . L. Gilbert, Williamson, 25 years; D. E. Johnson, Cabin 
Creek Plant, 25 years; and L. C. Hurst, Cabin Creek Plant, 
25 years. MIDDLE ROW, from the left: Mrs. Helen Eaton, 

Ashland, 25 yea rs; J. P. Kirk, Logan plant, 20 years; 
J . B. Buskirk, Logan plant, 20 years; and Ralph L. Evick, 
Ashland. 20 years. BOTTOM ROW. from the left. all 20 
years: John H. Horne, system; V. A. Syck, Pikeville; 
D. E. Everson, Kanawha River plant; and R, W. Speas, 
Kanawha Valley Power Company. 

Williamson District- 25 YEARS: J. L. G ILBERT, local office manager. 

Kentucky Power Company 

Ashland District- 25 YEARS: HELEN C. EATON, home service 
supervisor; 20 YEARS: RALPH L. EVICK, power sales engineer. 

Pikeville District- 20 YEARS: V. A. SYCK, line foreman ; I 0 YEARS: 
BETTY ROBINETTE ; 5 YEARS: TROY G ENE LEE. 

Kingsport Utilities, Inc. 

Kingsport- I 0 YEARS: ADELE W ILLIAMS, accounting department. 

Logan Employees Speak 

T wo Logan district employees re­
cently spoke before meetings in Logan. 
E. P. H ager, power sales engineer, 
addressed the Logan Community 
Council on "The Big Corporation's 
Attitude Toward Community Wel­
fare," and H. J. Collins used "How 
To Improve Public Relations" as his 
topic before a meeting of sanitarians 
from the southern part of West Vir­
ginia. 

Ro Club Visits Company Office 

The Ro Club of Huntington High 
School visited the H untington service 
building February 7. The tour was 
conducted by S. R. Pritchard, district 
manager and chairman of the Ro 
Club Committee of Rotary, assisted 
by C. J. Akers, safety supervisor. 
C. W. Dunlap, meter supervisor, 
showed the young men through his 
department. 

Refresher Course 

C. H. Buckland shows 25 Beckley em­
ployees how to tie a head bandage 
during a recent first aid refresher 
course. The " victim" is A. W. Bonds. 
The 25 members of t he T&D line a nd 
station sections received ref resher ce r­
t ificates on completion of the course. 
Othe r instructors were Elmer Wright, 
P. W. Burks, Russell Miller a nd J. E. 
Hammer. 

Pikeville, Hazard Credit Unions Elect Officers 

Credit Unions of two Kentucky districts recently elected 
officers. Pikeville district officers are shown in the left 
photo, from the left : Lawrence M. Newsom, treasurer and 
general ma nager; Ernest H. Brashear, director; Milford 
Layne, president; Harold Coleman, vice president; and 
Charles Sta yton, secretary. In the right picture officers of 
the Hazard d istrict Credit Union a re shown. They ore, from 
the left : J . W. Scholtens, secretary; Arnett Strang, treas­
urer; Talmadge Cornett, vice president; and H. J . Banta, 
president. The Pikeville group also heard financial reports. 

Mr. Newsom reported that a dividend of 7.2 pe r cent, larg­
est since the organization was founded in 1949. was de­
clared last year. The ninety members of the organization 
made 63 loans to bring the und ivided earnings figu re to on 
unprecedented $623.19. Total a ssets ore $1 4,266.34. Ap­
pointed to the Pikeville supervisory committee were Bill 
Barnett, Virgil Corter and A. H. Jopp. Named to the 
credit committee were J . T. McReynolds, J ess Collier, and 
Rodman Crutchfield. 

Smyth Station At Marion In Service, 
Providing Another Source Of Power 

General view of the new Smyth station near Marion shows the 132,000-volt 
structure in the foreground with the 33 kv section in the background. That's a 
10,000 kva transforme r, tap changing under load to regulate voltage, in the 
main station. 

The new Smyth station at Marion 
in the Pulaski district is now in 
service. 

Supplied by the new I 32,000 volt 
Wytheville-Saltville line, the new sta­
tion and line provide an additional 
source of power for the Smyth County 
area and allow for future growth. 

Smyth station is one of the final 
links in the 132,000 volt transmission 
line between Saltviile and Glen Lyn 
plant, which is being enlarged. The 
station will step down power from 
I 32,000 volts to 33,000 volts. 

The Wytheville-Marion section is 
28 miles long, while the Marion-Salt­
ville section is 14Yi miles long. 
Tower and line construction was done 
by Keystone Construction Company 
while foundation and other station 
work was done by the New R iver 
Construction Company. 

The station, put in service last 
month, provides the most modern 
operating and protective equipment. 
Switching at the station will be done 
by the local crew under the direction 
of J. S. Sutphin, local area supervisor, 

assisted by C. B. Sharpe, working fore. 
man, and W. B. McGlothlin, area 
serviceman. 

Final check out of the station was 
made by John Armstrong, system 
operating, and E. C. Rankin, system 
substation. F. P. Claytor and J. G. 
T apley were inspectors on the job 
from the system substation depart­
ment. 

Checking switch ing procedu re at the 
control panel at Smyth station are, 
from left, C. B. Sharpe, W. B. 
McGlothlin and J . S. Sutphin. 
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Perkins Moves Up 
To Division As 
Hervey Succeeds 

Mr. Perkins Mr. Hervey 

C. A. Perkins, Charleston district 
superintendent, was promoted to 
assistant division supervising engineer 
on the first of this month. He is 
succeeded by George E. Hervey, 
assistant district superintendent. 

Mr. Perkins, a native of Louisiana, 
joined the company in 1926 as 
superintendent of distribution. H e 
was promoted in 1936 to assistant 
general superintendent and became 
district superintendent in July 1948. 

He is a graduate of Southwestern 
Louisiana Institute and did graduate 
work at Carnegie Institute of Tech­
nology. He holds a B.S. degree in 
electrical engineering. 

A member of the Masonic Lodge, 
Chapter, Commandery, Shrine and 
Eastern Star orders, he is married. 
His hobbies are hunting, fishing and 
collecting stamps. 

Mr. H ervey, the new Charleston 
district superintendent, joined the 
company in June 1940 as an electrical 
engineer in the station section. He 
became distribution substation super­
visor in 1948, district supervising 
engineer in 1951 and advanced to 
assistant district superintendent in 
1953. 

A native of Morgantown and 
graduate of West Virginia University 
wi th a B.S. degree in electrical engi­
neering, he served in the army during 
World War II and advanced to the 
rank of major. As an active reserve, 
he completed 20 years for retirement 
and was promoted to lieutenant 
colonel in 1954. 

He is chairman of vocational guid­
ance in the West Virginia section of 
A. I. E. E. and is married, father of 
two daughters. His in terests include 
bridge, dancing, bowling, church 
work, auto maintenance work and he 
holds memberships in the Army-Navy 
Club, University Club, Pioneer Club 
and Masonic Lodge. 

Roanokers Win Sloga·n Prixe 

Two Roanoke district power sales 
engineers won $ 5 each for slogans 

I ~hey recently submitted in an electric 
V heat promotion contest sponsored by 

Electrified Industry. R. Lewis Mills 
and Jack M. Burnett received the 
money for having acceptable entries 
and are eligible for the grand prize 
of $250. 

Two AGE Men Get 
Awards From AIEE 

Harry A. Winne, member of the 
AGE board of directors, and I. W. 
Gross, engineering manpower coun­
selor for AGE, won awards at the 
winter general meeting of American 
Institute of Electrical Engineers in 
New York. 

Mr. Winne, a retired vice presi­
dent of engineering of General Elec­
tric Company, was presented the 1954 
John Fritz Medal "for service to his 
country in war and peace through 
his distinguished leadership in the 
electrical industry." He retired a year 
ago after 43 years' service with GE 
and joined the AGE board in De­
cember, 1953. 

Mr. Gross, long associated with 
electrical research work for AGE, was 
presented first prize along with two 
'f estinghouse Electric engineers in 
AIEE's power d ivision competition 
for their paper, " H igh Voltage Im­
pulse Tests on Transmission Lines." 
It described tests conducted at the 
Tidd test line adjacent to Ohio 
Power's Tidd plant. H e was pre­
sented a certificate and shares the 
$100 first prize with the co-authors. 

J. D. Wingfield Has 
Top Division Paper 

J. D. Wingfield won out over other 
supervisors in the Bluefield division 

in a recent com­
petition with 
his paper on 
"Suggestions 
And Re com ­
mendations For 
Improving The 
Monthly Oper­
a ting And Sup­
ervisors Con­
ference." 

H e is Blue­Mr. Wingfield 
field district sta­

tion supervisor. Mr. Wingfield was 
presented his award, a floor lamp, by 
J. P. Gills, division manager, at the 
division operating conference Feb­
ruary 4. 

E. 1. Clouser Given 
Williamson Post 

E. J. Clouser, Williamson district 
personnel supervisor, was appointed 
by Gov. William C. Marland as a 
member of the Williamson Police 
Civil Service Commission. His ap­
poin tment was to fill an unexpired 
term ending May 31. 

He also is active in the Kiwanis 
Club where he has been a director, 
is a member of the Chamber of Com­
merce, the Elks Club and the First 
Baptist Church. H e is married and 
has a daughter. 

J oining the company in 1945 in 
the stores department, he moved up 
to stores supervisor in 1947. H e 
became personnel supervisor in No­
vember of last year. 

New Officers Take Beckley Club Reins 

New officers of Beckley's Appoleisure Club are, from the left: P. E. Pauley, 
president; Shirley Johnston, secretary-treasurer; and Lloyd Pamykata, vice 
president. They were elected at the recent annual meeting of the employee's 
recreational organization. The club reviewed activities during 1954 and 
discussed coming activities, including the completion of their camp on Green­
brier River. 
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Pikeville Club Holds Coffee Break For Polio 

Coffee wasn't 10 cents a cup but dimes helped fight polio in Pikeville recently. 
The KPO Club, women employee's organization, made their contribution to 
the drive by serving pastries and coffee to employees. Shown in the picture 
above, from the left: Fannie Potter, Dorothy Ford, Mrs. Dorothy Cardino!, Mrs. 
Guialene Smith, Charles Stayton, Sibyl Keene and Mrs. Elizabeth Riddle, presi­
dent of the club. Employees bought the refreshments for whot they wanted to 
give to the March of Dimes. The club members made the coffee and pastries 
and served them ot 10 o. m., 3:00 and 4:30 p. m. They collected $47 
and the club brought it to $50. 

Appalachian Electric Power Company 

Beckley District 
WILLIAM H. LIVELY from inspector, junior, to line inpsector; 

EUGENE M. O'NEAL from inspector, junior, to line inspector. 

Charleston District 
WILLIAM H. BARKER from meter reader to groundman; EDWARD 

P. SMITH from senior clerk, Kanawha River plant construction, to junior 
bookkeeper, Montgomery. 

Fieldale District 
HARVEY L. AGEE from meterman B to meterman A. 

Huntington District 
F. W. LEMASTER from groundman to control operator; HOMER C. 

SMITH from meter serviceman B to meter >erviceman A; CHAPMAN 
RUTLEDGE, JR., from meter service helper to meter serviceman C; 
RALPH E. HENDERSON from meter service helper to meter serviceman C. 

Logan District 
ROBERT K. CRADDOCK, JR., from groundman to lineman C. 

Pulaski District 
W. W. BALLINGER from Christiansburg to Floyd, lineman C; E. A. 

MARTIN from Floyd to Christiansburg, meter serviceman B. 

Philip Sporn Plant 
EMMA M. VERNON from clerk-typist to junior bookkeeper; ARDISJ. 

SHIRLEY from junior clerk to clerk-typist; WILLIAM L. ZERKLE from 
helper to junior maintenance man; LUTHER 0. SMITH from helper to 
junior maintenance man; JAMES E. HAGGERTY from helper to junior 
maintenance man; GERALD E. CLARK from helper to junior maintenance 
man; SHIRLEY E. HESSON from helper to junior maintenance man; 
GERALD KELLY from helper to junior maintenance man; CHARLES B. 
GORDON from junior maintenance man to maintenance man; ARTHUR 
H. HILL from junior maintenance man to maintenance man; GAIL P. BUCK 
from junior maintenance man to maintenance man; JOHN W. TAYLOR 
from junior maintenance man to maintenance man; ELROY E. KAYLOR 
from junior maintenance man to maintenance man; LELAND C. BUM­
GARNER from barge attendant to helper, maintenance department; TROY 
S. SAYRE from helper, maintenance department, to results helper; EDGAR 
A. ARNOTT from helper to junior maintenance man; PAUL E. ICARD 
from helper to junior maintenance man. 

Welch District 
FRANCES BROOKS from junior home economist to se111or home 

economist; MILLARD GIBSON from lineman C to lineman B. 

Kingsport Utilities, Inc. 

LINDAL B. D ISHNER from junior clerk to junior contract clerk. 
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Youths Selected For 
School Honor Groups 

Several children of W ekh district 
employees were recently inducted into 
high school and junior high honor 
societies. 

April Lynn Vermillion, daughter 
of Helen and John Vermillion, was 
initiated into the Welch Junior High 
Honor Society. An eighth grader, she 
i~ active in Girl Scouts and is a 
cheerleader. Her fa ther is working 
foreman in the meter department and 
her mother a PBX operator. 

Raymond Lee Brown, Jr., a j unior 
at Welch High School, was chosen 
for that school's honor society. He is 
the son of Mrs. Elster Brown, ac­
coun ting departmen t. He is a track 
letterman and a knight in the West 
Virginia Order of the Golden Horse­
shoe. 

Judith Rae Hulme, daughter of 
William H ulme, head T&D clerk, was 
also selected for the high school or­
ganization. She is a member of the 
Thespians, Quill and Scroll and May 
Court. She was in the Tri-Hy-Y 
Stunt Show, is a Worthy Associate 
Advisor of the Rainbow Girls and 
does part time work for the W ekh 
Credit Bureau. 

Also inducted into the high school 
Honor Society was Eddie Matheson, 
son of deceased employee Edd Mathe­
son. Judy Harris, granddaughter of 
H. S. Harris, retired employee, was 
chosen for the junior high group. 

Profitable Hob by 

Hobbies become especially nice when 
they provide an additional source of 
income. Fred J. Mullins, Bluefield dis­
trict meterman, has turned his elec­
tronics hobby into on ofter-hours profit 
making venture. Here he inspects his 
self-built oscilloscope in the loboro­
tory he has set up in one corner of 
his apartment. There he repairs and 
services radio and television sets with 
this instrument and others, including 
a signal tracer, tube checker, tube 
tester ond vacuum tube volt meter. 
An employee of the company for 9 
yeors, Mr. Mullins has been interested 
in electronics os o hobby for 15 years. 

Bosses Feted In Williamson 

Bosses were in the spotlight when 
the K-Appa-K G irls' Club of 
Williamson met recently. Each mem­
ber brought her boss to the dinner. 
The bosses received comic gifts with 
appropriate poems, which they read 
to the gathering. The Valentine 
motif was used throughout. 

S. C. Halstead Reports 
To Army At Fort Knox 

Beckley Welfare Group Selects Officers 

Samuel C. Halstead reported to the 

Mr. Halstead 

Army recently 
for basic train­
ing at Fort 
Knox, Ken­
tucky. 

The Logan 
district lineman 
joined the com­
pany at Logan 
on October 14, 
1952, as a 
groundman. On 
December I , 

195 3, he moved up to truck driver­
groundman, and rose to his present 
position October 18, 1954. 

The report for 1954 wos given and these officers elected when the Beckley 
district Flower and Welfare Fund held its annual meeting recently. The new 
officers are, from the left: Archie Riner, secretary-treasurer; Vera Haynes, 
president; and E. F. Pioch, vice president. The reports showed that $1,200 
wos collected during the year for 12 national and locol charities ond that 
flowers were sent to several employees who had deaths in their families. Mrs. 
Haynes also appointed a budget committee. 



Paqe 10 THE ILLUMINATOR 

Company Couples In Marriage Ceremonies 

Recent brides and grooms among company employees are 
pictured above. TOP ROW, from the left: Mrs. Paul A. 
Whitehair, Charleston; Cpl. and Mrs. Kenneth Parsons, 
Ashland; Mrs. James Lee Thurston, Williamson; and Mrs. 

T. P. Grady, Kanawha River plant. BOTTOM ROW, from 
the left: Mrs. Ralph Greer, Pikeville; Mrs. S. L. Wright, 
system; Mrs. John Christian Ginther, Lynchburg; and Mrs. 
Hayes 

Harris-Whitehair Matney-Thurston Minnix-Grady 
On February 18, Rose Ann Minnix 

Bluefielder' s Daughter 
Heads School Club 

President of the Allegro Music 
Club of Graham High School for the 
coming term is Frances Wilburn. 
She is the daughter of George Wil­
burn, chief of party in the Bluefield 

\ 
Frances Wilburn 

engineering de­
partment. 

Al tho ugh 
F ranees is just 
a freshman at 
Graham, s he 
takes an active 
part in school 
activities and is 
very in tcrested 
m music. She 
has been a mem­
ber of the high 

school band for three years, a mem­
ber of the choral group and a member 
of the Music Club for two years. She 
also was president of the Dudley 
School music club. 

Smiths Married 58 Years 

Mr. and M rs. William Richard 
Smith, parents of Guilford C. Smith, 
Charleston district administrative 
assistant, recently celebrated their 
58th wedding anniversary. Mr. 
Smith four days later reached his 
90th birthday. The elder Smiths are 
parents of nine children and have 16 
grandchildren. 
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Bluefielders Start 
Third YWCA Terms 

Mrs. Moseley Miss Light 

T wo Bluefield employees have 
been re-elected for third terms to 
offices in the Bluefield YWCA. 

Mrs. Lena Moseley, home econ­
omist, was named president while 
Lina P. Light, secretary to the assist­
ant division manager, was elected 
treasurer. 

M rs. Moseley, a company employee 
since 1935, is a charter member of 
the YWCA and has also served as vice 
president and chairman of several 
committees. M iss Light also has been 
secretary to the board of directors of 
the YWCA. She has been president 
of the Bluefield Quota Club and the 
Bluefield Young Woman's Club. Miss 
Light has been with the Company 18 
rears. 

Polly Anne H arris and Paul A. 
Whitehair were united in marriage 
February 11 at her home in Clen­
denin. Mrs. Whitehair is the daugh­
ter of C. V. Harris, Clendenin office 
area supervisor in the Charleston dis­
trict. 

Lelia M. Matney became the bride 
of James Lee Thurston February 17 
at the East Williamson Baptist 
Church. The new Mrs. Thurston is 
employed in the Williamson district 
accounting department. 

and Terry Pat Grady were united in II ~ '11( I 
marriage at Belle. Mr. Grady is a n \\1 ct · 1~ 
Kanawha River plant employee. ~f ..Q.m\lQm 

' ~-------------=============================== ... 
McGinnis-Parsons 

June In March 

Krinn-Darby Bettye McGinnis became the bride 
of Cpl. Kenneth Parsons February 5 

The Ripley Evangelical J]nited at the bride's home. H e is stationed 
Brethren Church was the scene Feb- at • Fort Knox. Mrs. Parsons is an 
ru~ry 19 for the marriage of Eliza- Ashland district purchasing depart-
beth Ann Krinn and J ames L. Darby. T"""n_i_e_n_t _e_m..:p_l...;oy;...e_e_. ________ ---W 

Mr. Darby is an agricultural engineer 
in the Point Pleasant district. 

Cushing-Francis 
Madge Cushing became the bride 

of Ralph E. Francis at Wren Chapel 
in Williamsburg J anuary 3 1. The 
couple is residing in Bloomington, 
Indiana. Mrs. Francis is the daughter 
of H . L. Cushing, system assistant 
commercial manager. 

Johnson-Wright 
Elnora Jane Johnson was united in 

marriage with Sherril Leslie Wright 
February 12 at Virginia H eights Bap­
tist Church in Roanoke. She is the 
daughter of P. J. Johnson, system 
hydro supervising engineer. 

Via-Ginther 
•Joyce Gaynor Via and John Chris­

tian Ginther were married February 
7 at the Altavista Presbyterian 
Church. Mrs. Ginther is a clerk­
typist in the Lynchburg local ac­
counting department. 

Elswick-Greer 
Fayetta Elswick became the bride 

of Ralph Greer at Clintwood February 
12. She is a student home economist 
m the Pikeville district. 

Minichan-Thomas 
H arriet Byrd Minichan and H ayes 

• apier Thomas were united in mar­
riage February 12 at Pulaski's First 
Methodist Church. The bride is the 
daughter of D. P. Minichan, Pulaski 
district manager. 

Kiloettes Treat Bosses With Dinner 

Abingdon Kiloette Club members had their bosses as guests at the annual 
officer installation dinner recently. Shirley Grubb was toastmistress and Claud 
Kirkland, district manager, spoke. Ruth Dolinger, past president, installed 
new officers. They are, standing in the rear, from the left: Virginia Lester, 
treasurer; J erry Countiss, secretary; Shirley Grubb, vice president; and Mil­
dred Woody, president. Shown seated at the rear table, are, from the left: 
Charlie Wagner, Mr. Kirkland, Doris Fleenor, Rufus Bondurant and Miss 
Dolinger. On the left hand side of the front table are, from the front: Ed ith 
Godbey, Jahn Quillen, Maebelle Grace, Joe Collins, Jack Frier and Peggy 
Johnson. On the right, from the front, ore: Ruth Kelly, James Booth, Lloyd B. 
Lee, Clark Peck, Audrey Haga and George Wood. 

Lynchburg's June B. Woodson models 
an outfit especially designed for 
March weather. The black and white 
shadow-box check dress, made of 
paper taffeta, is of lighter weight 
than winter clothes. But the short­
fitted linen jacket with three quarter 
sleeves is protection against March 
chills. The dress, designed with snug 
bodice and cut with a bateau neck­
line, has a full skirt worn over crino­
lines. The jacket has a white pique 
collar and is tied in front with a bow 
of taffeta matching the dress. Mrs. 
Woodson, junior merchandise order 
and billing clerk, models the dress at 
The Vogue, a Lynchburg ready-to­
wear store. An employee since Decem­
ber, 1951 , Mrs. Woodson has ap­
peared on a television show modeling 
the store's clothes. 

t Lynchburg Youth Appears 
On Farm Television Show 

I 
H erman L. Morris, Jr., 14-year­

old son of the Lynchburg district 
meter reader, recently appeared on 
WLVA-TV's farm program, "RFD 
13 ." 

He and a fellow 4-H 'er alternated 
in presenting a talk with charts on the 
importance of keeping electric cords 
and sockets in good repair. After the 
talk both were asked impromptu 
questions by the announcer about 
their 4-H work. The program was 
in connection with the Bedford 
County 4-H Farm and H ome Safety 
Project. 

WILLIAM DAVID is the new son born 
J anuary 25 to Mr. and Mrs. William M c­
K innc)r. ~fr. M cKinney is an Ashland dist rict 
Eroundman. 

JAMES PAUL, JR., is the new son of Mr. 
and Mrs. J a mes P. Smolder . M r. Smolder is 
employed in the Charleston dist rict T&D engi­
neering section. 

A son, STANLEY EARL, was born Februa ry 
7 to Mr. and M rs. Bill Adkins. Mrs. Adkins 
was formerly employed in the Eieldale R / W 
J\;p.rtrueut. 

Mr. a nd M rs. B. L. H enderson are the 
proud parents of a son, BENJAMIN L., JR., 
born December 30. Mr. Henderson is a Roanoke 
dist rict meterman. 

WALTER LEE is the new son born February 
1 2 to Mr. a nd Mrs. Earl G. Robertson. Mr. 
Robertson is an employee in t he Roanoke local 
accounting office. 

A daughter, ANNA LEIGH, was born 
January 24 to Mr. and Mrs. J. E. J ones. Mr. 
Jones is a Roanoke division engineering de· 
partment employee. 

DEBRA BURD is the new daughter born 
February J to Mr. and M rs. C. R. Paxton. 
Mr. Paxton is a n employee of the Roanoke 
division eng.ineering department. 

A son, STEPHEN CARLTON, was born 
February 4 to Mr. and Mrs. M. E. Reed. 
Mr. Reed is an employee in the Roanoke 
division engineering department. 

ELLEN SPENCER is the new daughter 
born February 18 to Mr. and M rs. Guy Cromer. 
Mr. Cromer is a Roanoke R / W employee. 

M r. and M rs. Roy M . C rouse welcomed a 
boby boy, JOSEPH CARL, born January 21. 
Mr. Crouse is employed in the Beckley T&D 
meter section. 

A daughter, MYRA K ., was born January 
24 to Mr. a nd M rs. G. W. Gott. Mr. Gott 
is employed in the Kingsport meter section. 

RUSSELL LLOYD, JR., arrived at the home 
or Mr. and Mrs. R. L. Mullins January 22. 
Mrs. M ull ins is a former Will iamson stores 
department employee . 

A son, CHARLES WILLIAM, was born 
January 20 to Mr. and M rs. Will iam H. Kahle. 
Mr. Kahle is employed in the Princeton line 
crew in the Bluefield district. 

Mr. and Mrs. J . L . Bowling arc the parents 
of JACK DAVID, born January 19. M rs. Bowl­
ing is the former Anita Bailey, daughter of 
C. P. Bailey, Pulaski office. She is also a 
former Charleston d istrict home economist. 

BARRY DWAYNE is the new son born 
February 4 to Mr. and Mrs. William H. 
l!aulsee. Mr. l!aulsee is employed in the Marion 
T&D department of the Pulaski district. 

Mr. and M rs. Robert Dailey are the parents 
of a son, MARC ALLEN. M r. Dailey is 
Phil ip Sporn plant maintenance man. 

STEVEN T ERRY is the new son born 
J anuary 5 to Mr. and M rs. John A. Carpenter. 
Mr. Carpenter is an auxiliary equipment 
operator at Philio Sporn olant . 

GEORGE RODNEY arrived at the home 
of M r. and M rs. George E. Holman January 
20. M r. Holman is a member of the labor 
depart ment at Philip Sporn plant. 

A daughter, JOYcELEE, was born J anuary I 
20 to Mr. and Mrs. Clyde M. Brown . M r. l 
Brown is employed in the Lynchburg building 
service department. --
II 1:hqfrt Engagtd II 

WANDA C REASY to Knute Gieson. Miss 
Creasy is an employee of the Roanoke loe.tl 
accounting dcp.trtment. 

ELIZABETH HARRELL to Dr. W. B. 
Lowe. Miss H arrell is a senior payroll clerk 
in the Ashland district . 

AMELIA PARRISH to First Lt. Robert L. 
\Tidrick, United States Army. She is an Ash­
land district junior home economist. 

NORMA LEGG to James F i7.er. Mr. Fizer is 
a tracer in the Charleston T&D engineering 
section. 

NANCY DIXON to J . Clark Campbell. Miss 
Dixon is the daughter of Ray T . Dixon, Charles­
ton meter service foreman. 

BARBARA ANNE KOONTZ to Jack Wil­
liam Lawhorn. H e is the son of Mrs. Myrtle 
Lawhorn. Charleston accountine. 

NANCY JO CRIDDLE to Gary Bunn. M iss 
Criddle is employed in the Huntington system 
billing office. 

JO ANN ROARK to Donald C. Landreth. 
Mr. Landreth is material clerk in the Abingdon 
district stores department. 

EMOGENE ROSEBERRY to Douglas Ray 
Cullip. She is the daughter of Andrew M. 
Roseberry, Claytor plant, Pulaski district. 

Appa-Lassies Name 1955 Officers 

Logan district Appa-Lassies recently named new officers for 1955. Elected 
ta lead the woman employees' club, are from the left: Oretha Lambert, secre­
tary; Marjorie Parkins, president; Mary Eli:i:abeth Davis, treasurer; and Doris 
Atkins, second vice president. 
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J.M. Brown Spends Spare Time Landscaping 
Pulaski Country Club Grounds. Golf Course Well Qualified 

Reddywatts Eke Past Two Others For 
Charleston First Half Bowling Title 

Members of the Pulaski Country 
Club have J ames M. B rown to thank 
fo r the trees and shruhs that beau tify 
the club grou nds. 

Mr. Brown, Pulask i distri ct local 
office nu nagc r, spends much of hi s 
spare time landscaping the grounds 
and golf course . He has gotten several 
of the trees from the moun tai ns and 
othe rs he has purchased with the help 
of club members. 

Recently elected treasurer of the 
club, he is ako an avid golfer. He 
and hi s daughter, E lizabeth , arc on 
the couroe every week end , weather 
permitting. In addition to the many 
,hrubs and boxwoods he has set out, 
he also has p lanted 225 hemlocks and 
540 white pines along the fairways. 
T he landscaping is just one of many 
projects he has undertaken in his 20 
years as a club member. 

Mr. Brown came to Pulaski m 
193 5 and has been local office mana-

Larry Hemmings Is 
Tech Cage Starter 
In Freshman Year 

Larry Hemmings has earned a starting 
berth an the Virginia Tech basketball 
team in his freshman year. 

It's a big jump from high 
basketball one season to first 
college ,·a rsi t)' the next, but 
H emmings has made it. 

school 
string 
Larry 

The Charleston district co-op 
;tudent was clc,·atcd to the starting 
filoe at Virgin ia Polytechnic Institute 
early in Januar_v and has established 
himself as a regular. 

L arr.v was a key player on the 
Stonewal! J ackson High School team 
last year, averaging 18 points a game. 
Hi s team adrnnced to the semi-finals 
o f the state tournament. H e was also a 
top half-m iler and played baseball. 

During the fi rst part of the T ech 
season he wasn' t e\•en listed on the 
roster. But in J rnuary he got h is 
chance against vVest Virg inia Uni­
,·crsity and m ade good. 

Two Charleston Bowling 
Teams Enter Tournament 

The T urner and Divisioneer teams 
of the Charleston Kilowatt Bowling 
L eague recently en tered the annual 
Kanawha C oun ty Bowling Association 
h andicap tournament. 

M embers of the Turner team in­
cluded H erman Summers, Joe Cam­
polio, Pau l Blizzard, Lucien Bias and 
G. V. Loveday. M embers of the Divi­
sionccrs were Carl Murray, Dick 
Speas, Denny C aldwell, Cliff Flan­
nery and Paul Parsons. 

Who is better qualified to 
help d irect a country club's 

. policies t han a man who has 
made three holes- in-one? 

E vidently Oakwood Country 
C lub members thought the same 
th ing when they elected Roy A. 
Tibbs to the board of di rectors 
recently. T he Lynchburg dis­
tri ct power sales engineer has 
gotten the golfer's dream th ree 
times and is a six-handicapper. 

His other activities include 
membership in the Industrial 
Management Club and the Elks 
Club, and he is secretary of the 

James M. Brown admires one of the local chap ter of Royal Arcanum 

Members of the winning Reddywatts are, from the left : G. V. Loveday, Edith 
Wright, Paul Bli:z:zard, Ilene Akers and He~man Summers, captain. 

many trees he has planted at the and Sitting P ast Grand Regent Just half a game separated the fi rst 
Pulaski Country Club. for Virginia. and second-place teams when the 

ger since March, 1945 . H e is a L .'.===========:;:::;;;::::::==!J.. Charleston Kilowatt Bowling League 
member of the Baptist Church, a completed the first half recently. 

Mason, past presiden t of the Lions O'Neal Amos Leads The R cddywatts squeezed past the 
Club and a director of the Pulask i Game And Fish Club F ive K avees and the Cabin Creek 
Chamber of Commerce. P ulverizers to take the title, but not 

Pikeville Sportsmen 
Pick 19SS Officers 

Officers and other boud members 
were nam ed when the Pi kevi lle Em­
plo~·ccs Rod and Gun Club met rc­
ccn tl;-. 

O scar Hamilton was re-elected 
presidcn t, w h ile Bob FJ:' nn was 
cho:cn Yice prcsidcn t and Ernest 
Brashear secretary- treasurer. Di rec­
tors arc Leon H uffm:m, R odman 
Crutchfi eld and Chester Smith. 

P lans for the coming ,·ear include 
leasing of a camp si te on D ewey L ake 
nea r Prestonsburg and conti nu ing 
projects such as shoo ting matches, fish 
fr ies and fishing con tests. Annual dues 
were lowered to $ I to increase mem­
bership. 

Eleanor Winter Wins 
Two Bowling Titles 

It was a big bowling night for 
Eleanor J. \ Vinter when she entered 

the Logan C ity 
\.Vomans' Bowl­
ing Association 
Tournamen t re­
cent!:'. 

The Logan 
district mana­
gerial employee 
walked off with 
two ti ties. She 
was h igh roller 

Miss Winter with 644 pins 
in the singles 

e\·ent and came back w ith l i5 9 p ins 
to take t he All-E1•ent Wi th H and i­
cap cro\·\ n. 

She is a regular on the Royal 
Crown Bottling Company team in 
the Logan woman's league. 

Point Pleasant Wins 
First-Half Championship 

Poi n t P leasant keglers won the 
first-half crown in the Good F ellow­
sh ip League. One game provided the 
margin for their wi n. 

T eam members are F. H. T aylor, 
Jr., L. C. Bias, C. H. Murray, J r., 
R. D. T illis and T . J. R o3e. Tillis 
had hig h three game series with 603 
pins. 

0 ', eal Amos has been elected 

Mr. Amas 

presiden t o f the 
Pulaski County 
Game and Fish 
Club for 1955. 

The Pulaski 
district admini­
strati ve assistant 
h as b een a 
membe r of the 
board of di rec­
tors for se\·eral 
rears. The club 
has been acti ,·e 

111 cooperating with area 4-H clubs 
an:l sportsmen in plan ting bi-color 
lcspedeza to afford co,·cr for game 
birds. 

The special p rojects committee, 
under the d irection of D . P. 
JV1ini chan, distr ict manage r, has cut 
and anchored trees along Cla:·tor Lake 
to p rovide c01·cr for bream and 
crappie. One of the highlights of 
t he club's activities unde r Mr. Amos 
wil l be a county-wide meeting for 
s:ate and national wildlife specialists 
to report on comc1Tation on a national 
scale. 

Grimes' Shift Continues 
Torrid Pace At Sporn 

G rimes' Sh ift seems de termi ned to 
take all titles in sight in the Philip 
Sporn plant bowl ing league. 

They have al ready won the first 
half crown, and ca rry a l 1-1 record 
in the second half, good for a solid 
Ii rst p lace. L abor is £econd w ith a 
l 0)0-4_0 record and T ennan t's Shi ft 
is th ird with I 0-5. 

R alph G ibbs, Jr., of Grimes' Shi ft, 
is paci ng all bowlers with a 169 p in 
a,·crage. 

Bird Samaritans 

A covey of quail who use this area 
for cover will have a feast when Jim 
Nickols, left, and Bill King finish 
spreading this sack of bird food. The 
two Pulaski district employees keep 
bird food on their service truck during 
the winter months to spread in areas 
known to contain game birds. The 
food was bought by employees who 
want ta preserve game birds suffering 
for lack of food during cold or snowy 
weather. 

before some close roll ing on the fi nal 
n igh t. D uring a th ree-game set w ith 
the D ivisionecrs, the K ilowatts won 
the middle game by just one p in. 

Fi rst half standi ngs showed the 
R eddywat ts with a 33 )0-20,0 record. 
The two teams tied for second had 
3 3-21 records. 

L. 0. McKinney annexed both the 
high singles, actua l pins, and hig h 
seri es, actual pins, with scores of 25 0 
and 625. P auline Lanham took the 
women's titles, actua l pi ns with a high 
single of 220 and a high series of 
552. H and icaps honors were won by 
Gordon Moi r, who rolled a single of 
284 and a series of i2 I. Phyllis 
R owe took the women's handicap 

Makes Sports Den 

James J. Potts is shown in the "sports 
den" he made in a spare room in his 
home. The working foreman in the 
line section of Kingsport Utilities 
turned out the racks and cabinets to 
store his sporting equipment because 
he was tired of trying to keep up with 
his hunting and fishing gear stored in 
different parts af his home. Now he 
can sit back and dream of the big ones 
that got away. 

Company Cagers 
Romp In Tourney 

A basketball team of Ch arleston 
district cmplo:·ees was one of two to 
go o\·er the cen tury mark in the 
openi ng round of YMCA's Industrial 
Tournament recently. 

T he team romped over Uni ted 
Fuel G as Company I 06-36, Red 
H olmes scoring 29 points. The Appa­
lachian team was stopped in the second 
round by O wcn-lllinois, the eventual 
tou rney winners, 72-il , despite 38 
points by Holmes. 

Other team members included J. D. 
Porter, Gene W atson, Lindy Jividen, 
Bob Moss, Bryan Smi the rs and 
Donald Loy. 

with a single score of 227 and a 
£cries of i I I. 

Charleston 
(Co11ti11ued from Page 4) 

Equipment Conference school con­
d ucted by G eneral Electr ic Campany 
in Pi ttsfield, M ass. 

Erwin Rau, ca;h poster, has been 
elected vice president of the local 
chapter of the Artlrnr Murray Cen­
tury C lub. 

R. H. Hively, sen ior power sales 
engineer, was vice chairman and 
Frank Melton, distri ct engi neer, was 
secretary of the local observance of 
Engineer's Week, sponsored by the 
\.Yest Virg in ia Society of Professional 
Eng ineers. 

R ecen t blood donors include B. vV. 
Clay, Paul Skaff, G. W. U nangst, 
W. L. Turley, C . E. Buck, Glenn 
Cook, E . F. L anders, Leroy Stover, 
J im Fizer , J. J. F ain , Wilbur W est, 
J. C. Nutter, A. L. H eldreth, W . T. 
Burgess, F. C. H ammack, J. G. 
Powell, Richard F. Cook, M. E. 
Yo ung anJ Gan QL1esinbcrry. 

Point Pleasant District 

C. H. Murra.1-, Jr. , line inspector, 
has recently completed a school con­
ducted for Cub Scout leaders. 

T hree district emplo>·ccs ha,·e been 
named to posts in the Cub Scout Pack 
recen tly organ ized by the Ordinance 
School. W. H. Stricklen, l ine fo re­
m an, has been named committee 
chairman; W. M. Pancake, drafts­
m an, is assistan t Cub Pack leader, 
and C . D. Stalnaker, electrical engi ­
neer, has been named institu tional 
represen tati,·e. 

M rs. Bernadine F. Gilmour re­
cently became chai rma n of the Mason 
County Cancer Campaign for 1955. 
The wife of W. C. Gilmour, per­
sonnel superYisor, she is a member of 
the Poin t Pleasant Chapter of L ambdi 
C hi Om ega so rori t:-, dr i,·e sponsors. 

J. L. D arby, ag ricu ltural engi nee r, 
and \V. C. Gilmour, personnel super­
Yisor, ha1·c been named to the Sign 
Committee bv the Point Pleasan t 
Chamber of Commerce. The com­
mittee will work wi th civic organiza­
tions in p lacing \Yelcome signs in 
Poin t Pleasant. 

Cabin Creek Plant 

I. F. Wil liams, retired sh ift super­
visor, and his wife left recently fo r 
Lakeland, Flor ida, where they p lan 
to spend the rest of the winter. 

]. K. H odge, retired labor fore­
man, has been a patient in the 
Charleston M emorial Hospital. 

U . G . Ellis, oldest Cabin Creek 
retired employee, is conlincd to h is 
home followi ng recent hospitalization. 

L. A. W illiams, retired employee, 
is a patient in the Charleston General 
Hospital. 
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Bluefield 'Victims' Happy 

Shopper Stopper Proves Weather Topper 
Happiest "victims" of a new elec­

trical gadget can be found in Blue­
field. 

The "shopper stopper" or the Ra­
diant E lectric H eating Uni t is prov­
ing the answer to a window shopper's 
prayer on a cold, wintry day. It 
brings comfortable warmth to the 
shopper. 

And if Bluefield district engineers 
are even half right about the one they 
installed over the sidewalk at the 
Bluefield office, t hen comfortable 
window shoppers wi 11 benefi t mer­
chants, too. They will be helped by 
the extension of their display season. 

The pedestrian is encouraged to 
stop and look at the window dis­
play-perhaps encouraged enough to 
come in to buy. The merchant then 
has a chance to sell everyth ing from 
fur coats to swim suits. 

Frankly an experiment, the uni t 
is one of the first (if not the fi rst) 
to be installed in t he entire Bluefield 
area for this specific purpose. The 
"shopper stopper" was designed by 

"Come on out-the weother's fine." these Bluefield office girls seem to soy os 
they stand under the "shopper stopper" in 14-degree weother. Although they 
eot ice creom, note the icicles on the cor fender. Helping prove the point about 
comfort are, from the left : Elizabeth Munsey, Ann Williams, Mary Jane Davis, 
Alice Coalter and Ernestine Foresman. 

The "shopper stopper" is shown with 
the men who built it, John Kahle, left, 
and Vernon Kirk, The unit was hung 
above the window in front of the Blue­
field office with the outside sign call­
ing attention to it being in service. 

Service Pin Dinner 
Held For 1954 Vets 

All Philip Sporn plant employees 
who received a service pin during 

• 1954 were recently entertained at a 
d inner in Poin t Pleasant. 

Howard Andrews, plant manager; 
Paul Scalley, personnel supervisor; 
and Paul Schneider, assistant plant 
manager, gave short talks. 

Attending were Ralph Warner, 
Freeman Roush, Edwin Clarke, H arry 
Davis, H arry Hoffman, Frank Titus, 
Glen H ensler, Richard Roush, Charles 
Evans, Earl Rottgen, Marvin Roush, 
Paul Huber, Mark W ard, Glen Cart­
wright, William Wentzell, Robert 
Gilmore, Wyatt Chadwell, George 
MacKnight, Dwight Sayre, Earl T ea­
ford and Alfred Smith. 

commercial and power sales engineers 
in the Bluefield office and built by 
John Kahle, residential sales repre­
sentative, and Vernon Kirk, building 
maintenance man. 

The unit is made of three 1,800-
watt "RAD" heaters with polished 
parabolic reflectors which project the 
heat in a narrow beam from a height 
of about 12 feet to the sidewalk and 
three ruby-red infrared 2 5 0-watt 
heat lamps. The heaters are the type 
used in industrial plants for drying 
paint and for baking while the in­
frared lamps are used for brooding 
chicks, lambs, etc., or for easing 
muscular aches and pains. 

A feature of radiant heat that makes 
it practical for this purpose is that it 
does not heat tile air. Like the suns 
energy, it is released only when the 
rays strike an opaque object. 

Contract For Unit At 
Muskingum River Plant 
Is A warded Sollitt 

Con tract for construction to house 
a new 225,000-kw unit at Ohio 
Power's Muskingum River plant has 
been awarded Sollitt Construction 
Company of South Bend, Indiana. 

Excava tion for the $29,600,000 
unit is underway with completion of 
the new unit scheduled for late in 
1956. Upon completion, Muskingum 
River plant at Beverly will have a 
total generating capacity of 65 5 ,000 
kw-highest of any plant on the AGE 
system. 

General Electric Company will 
furnish the turbo-generator and Bab­
cock & Wilcox Company will supply 
the boiler. 

Joy Nash Wins Window Display Medal 

_[ 
W. P. Booker, Roanoke district manager, presents Joy J. Hash, promotional 
display arranger, with a bronze medal for outstanding window display work. 
The medal comes from "Display World's" International Contest of 1954 and was 
given Mrs. Hash for an electric range window display. She was a winner in 
the range division, one of 98 classifications. Mrs. Hash came to the company 
in April, 1927, as a clerk and later moved up to secretarial-stenographer. She 
rose to her present position when the new Roanoke office building opened in 
1949. 

Other nice features about the shop­
per stopper is that sidewalks would be 
free of snow and ice, meaning com­
fort and safety for the shopper and 
less work for the shop owner. Other 
applications could include warming 
waitresses and car hops at drive-ins, 
warming passengers at bus stops, 
warming traffic policemen and hun­
dreds of others. But the real break 
is still for that wandering shopper­
alone and cold-until t rapped by the 
comfort of the shopper stopper. 

McClung Raised 
To New Position; 
Palmer Is Editor 

I -, 
f 

Mr. McClung Mr. Palmer 

William A. M cClung, editor, has 
been promoted to the position of 
advertising and publications super­
visor. H e is succeeded as editor of 
THE ILLUM!NATOR by J ack A. 
Palmer, assistant editor. 

Employed in the public relations 
department in 1949, M cClung is a 
graduate of Concord College. Before 
joining the company, he worked on 
newspapers at Bluefield, W. Va., and 
Elizabeth City and Roanoke Rapids, 
N. C., and with the Associated Press 
in West Vi rgin ia . 

H e is a member of the board of 
directors of the Roanoke County 
Chapter of the Red Cross and a mem­
ber of the board of directors of the 
American Association of Industrial 
Edi tors. A navy veteran of World 
W ar II , l1e is m~rried and the father 
of three children. 

A graduate of Washington and Lee 
U ni versity in February 1950, Palmer 
was news edi tor of the Franklin News­
Post at Rucky Mount, Virginia, before 
being employed in July 1950 as a 
featu re writer in the public relations 
department. H e was named assistant 
edi tor in 1953. 

A member of the board of directors 
of the Roanoke J unior Chamber of 
Commerce and public relations com­
mittee chairman for the Roanoke 
Council of Boy Scouts, he is an army 
veteran of World War II. H e 1s 
married and the father of a son. 

'Operation Slide' 
Near Cabin Creek 
Keeps Service On 

Part of a mountain started moving 
along the new West Virginia Turn­
pike near Cabin Creek plant. The 
slide endangered one of the main lines 
in that area. 

Believing "a sti tch in time saves 
nine," the Charleston district T&D 
department conducted " Operation 
Sl ide" without interruption of serv­
ice to customers. 

A line crew opened loops in the 
l ine, allowing the section of the line 
in the slide to be de-energized while 
Chemical substation supplied 11 sta­
tions on this circuit. A survey party, 
a draftsman and an engineer surveyed 
the new location, plotted the profile 
of the new location and designed and 
located the new structure. This work 
was completed in a few hours. 

As soon as the new structures were 
located, the line crew started digging 
pole holes. A call to the North 
Charleston service center brought 
poles and materials for installing the 
structures. Three new poles were 
placed out of danger of the huge 
slide, then the 44 kv line was trans­
ferred to its new location and put back 
in service. 

A. R. Barber Heads 
Hazard Golf Club 

A. R. Barber, H azard district man­
ager, has been elected president of the 

Hazard Golf 
Club. 

M r. Barber is 
also chairman of 
the New Indus­
try Develop­
ment Commit­
tee of the Perry 
County Devel­
opment Associa­
tion. One of 
th e PCDA's 

Mr. Barber 
projects for the 

coming year is the remodeling of the 
golf club. 

Mr. Barber is also an active Scout 
worker and was recognized last year 
for his service when he was presented 
the Silver Beaver Award. H e is 
chairman of the finance committee 
and vice president of the Lonesome 
Pine Council of the Scouts. 

H e is also president of the H azard 
Chamber of Commerce and past pres­
ident of the H azard L ions Club. In 
add ition he is a deacon and Sunday 
School superintendent of the Presby­
terian Church and a member of the 
Salvation Army Advisory Board. 

March, 1955 

Vet 01 35 Y e.ars' 
Service R.etires 

Joseph E. Ladwig receives his 35-year 
service pin from D. C. Kennedy, 
Lynchburg district mnager, at a re­
tirement dinner honoring the meter 
department veteran. Mr. Ladwig re­
tired from the company the next day. 

M embers of the Lynchburg dis­
trict meter departmen t gathered 
J anuary 31 to honor Joseph E. Lad­
wig for two speci~l reasons. 

Mr. Ladwig, a meterman, retired 
from the company the next day. And 
he was also celebrating 3 5 years as 
an Appalachian employee. 

H e first joined the company on 
October 20, 1920, at Lynchburg. 
Four years later he went to Charleston 
and came back to Lynchburg in 1928. 
His company service was preceeded 
by duties with the Army during 
World W ar I. After his discharge 
he married Maude Lee Perrow in 
June, 19 19. 

For years Mr. Ladwig's hobbies 
have been fishing, hunting, gardening 
and raising bees, and he plans to con­
tinue them during his retirement. 

In commenting on his retirement 
Mr. Ladwig sa id, "My only objection 
to being retired is that I know I'm 
going to miss the fellowship of the 
men who have worked with me for 
so many years. If I get lonely, I can 
always come to the department and 
talk to them." 

New Lebanon Office To 
Be Occupied In June 

This summer will see the Lebanon 
office, Abingdon district, in new 
quar ters. The build ing is being re­
modeled and scheduled to be occupied 
by J une 30. 

The new quarters will house the 
accounting office, commercial repre­
sentatives, an auditorium, a demon­
stration kitchen and provide room for 
line crew headquarters, storeroom and 
vehicle storage. 

Spring Cometh For Hopeful Gardener 

Surrounded by all the equipment she needs, including a few originals, Mary 
Kirby, Pearisburg home economist, takes the first step toward her spring 
garden. She hopes to follow up her successful garden last year, when she 
raised ten bushels of tomatoes, four bushels of potatoes, and put away in 
her freezer 30 pints of limo beans, 30 pints of peas, 1 S pints of squash and 
20 pints of strawberries. That's not counting the fresh vegetables she ate or 
gave away all summer long. While Mary picks out her seeds, going by the 
vivid colors on the packages, she will also have to face the hazards at her 
back. Bugs, blisters, sore back and weeds are garden "musts." But Mary can 
still smile when she thinks of last year's garden. 

J 
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