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Sporn Plant To Get Giant 450,000 Kw Unit 
Unit Will Be 73% 
Than Any In World 

~arJer President Sporn Tells Managers 
0 

ay That AGE System Destined For 

Philip Sporn plant is the site of the new 450,000 kw unit. The Groham 
Station plant, largest on the AGE System and largest in West Virginia, will 
have a capacity of 1,050,000 kw when the new unit is completed in lote 1959. 

Pliilip Sporn plant has been 
selefted ~s the site for the second of 
two 4501000 kilowatt electric power 
g~neratil}g units-largest in the 
world. 

.Jtike its AGE System sister unit 
being built by Indiana & Michigan 
Electric Company on the Wabash 
River in Indiana, the new Sporn 
unit will be 73 % larger than any 
power-producing unit operating today. 
Cost of the Sporn plant project in 
the hear t of the rapidly-expanding 
Ohio River Valley is estimated at 
$ 5 8-million. 

President Philip Sporn's announce
ment of the new unit on November 
20 climaxed an unprecedented 
expansion program ini tiated this year 
during AGE's 5 0th Anniversary. 
The new unit represents the final 
450,000 kw of new power production 
facilities in the AGE System's $700-
million expansion program extending 
through 1960. 

Reasons For Site 

In commenting on the selection 
of the Sporn Plant for location of 
the second 450,000-kw unit, Pres-

U dent Sporn said, "Our decision was 
based on three important factors: the 
need for still greater generating 
facilities in the dynamic Ohio Valley, 
the fact that the plant is situated near 
the geographical and load centers of 
the AGF. System, and the plant's 
proximity to abundant low-cost coal 
reserves." 

Mr. Sporn went on to describe 
the revolutionary new un its as "new 
plateaus in power generation tech
nology." He stated that construction 
would be undertaken early in 195 7 
at Sporn plant which is jointly owned 
and operated by Appalachian and 
Ohio Power. Completion is scheduled 
for late 1 9 5 9. 

Annuol Coal Use 

The new un it will consume 1,300,-
000 tons of coal yearly. 

With a capacity equivalent to over 
600,000 horsepower, the unit will 
be theoretically capable of supplying 
all the residential electric require
ments of a city of 4,000,000. It 

will utilize close to 3,000,000 pounds 
of steam per hour at the above
critical pressure of 3,500 pounds per 
square inch. 

At present Sporn Plant with 600,-
000 kw capacity is the largest power 
station on the AGE System and th e· 
largest in West Virginia. It has four 
identical 1 50,000-kw units, the first 
of wh ich was placed in operation in 
January 19 5 0 and the last in Feb
ruary 1952. 

Over One Million Kw 

Completion of the new un it will 
raise the plant's capability to 1,050,-
000 kw. At present, only two pri
vately-owned power plants in the 
world have capacities in excess of 
1,000,000 kw. L ike the Sporn Plant, 
t hey also are located on the Ohio 
Ri ver : the 1,290,000-kw Cliftv Creek 
Plant at M adison, Indiana, ; nd the 
1,075 ,000-kw Kyger Creek Plant :it 
Cheshire, Ohio, a few miles down
stream from the Sporn plant. 

The AGE System's $700-million 
expansion program, extending from 
1956 through 1960, will include 

( See Sporn Plant Unit, Page 3) 

New Peaks Set 
Increased industrial loads 

and the onse t of winter weather 
were the chief reasons for a new 
peak November 26 on the Ap
palachian system. 

At 6 p.m. that day more elec
tricity, 1,427,000 kw, was used 
than at any other time in Ap
palachian history. In addition, 
the kilowatt-hours for the 27th 
was the highest e1·er, 28, 167,-
000 kwhr. And for the week 
ending November 2 1, the pro
duction was 177 ,68 7 ,000 kwhr, 
also a new record. 

November 2 7 was also a dar 
to remember all 01·er the AGE 
System- a new peak of 3,745,-
000 k>v.• was set at 6 p. m. 
Ohio Power also set a new peak 
of I , 5 06,000 kw in th~t com
pany at the same time. 

Even Faster Expansion Pace 
Although our American Gas and 

E lectric System in 1956 started the 
largest 5-year expansion program in 
t he history of the electric power in
dustry, this pace will be stepped up 
even more during 1961-75. 

P hilip Sporn, president of AGE 
and of our companies, made this fore
cast in his "State of the Company" 
address. His talk keynoted the Ninth 
Annual AGE System Managers' 
Meeting in Canton, Ohio, November 
14-16. 

Mr. Sporn said that the AGE 
System is adding 2,820,000 kilowatts 
of generating capacity during the 
period 1956-60. However, in t he 15 
years that will follow-1961-75- the 
System is expected to add another 
10-million kw of capacity. He 
pointed out, though, that " this is at 
an average rate of only 3,300,000 kw 
every five years-a not much greater 
rate than t he 1956-60 rate." 

Reasons For Expansion 

He attributed such expansion, 
and the special problems t hat always 
accompany it, to "the dynamic 
na ture of the company- in part due 
to the industry we are part of, some 
of it due to the territory we are 
operating in, and part of it due to 
t he company we are in- the com
pany we are." 

In way of pointing up the scope of 
the present and future expansion, 
the AGE president stated, "Even if 
t he international political situation 
became much more critical, I doubt 
whether any major change in our 
plans could take place. T he reason 
for that is t hat the service we are 
furnishing to the public is one whose 
expanded use we are now developing 
at a rate almost as great as the 
resources cf the country-technical, 
productive and material-permit." 

Describes Our Jab 

H e likened the job that the AGE 
System is performing as a special 
"covenant" made with its 2,300 
communities "to provide them with 
an indispensable commodity to mod
ern living- electric service-to pro
vide it adequately, in high quality, 
at the lowest possible cost, and to 
provide it in such a manner as to 
make it possible for all our com
munities to reach their maximum 
potential fo r growth and develop
ment." 

To continu e to carry out such a 
covenant and to achieve the AGE 
System's projected goal of a quad
rupl ing in power demand and faci li
ties by 1975, work must be intensified 
in a number of problem areas, Mr. 
Sporn said. 

Challenges To Be Met 

H e singled out some of these 
challenges as follows: 
1. Continuing area and load devel
opment. 
2. Obtaining si tes for generating 
plants needed to produce the in
creased power requirements. 
3. Obtaining the estimated annual 
coal requirements, by 1975, of 32.)/2-
million tons compared with today's 

These men pa.use between sessions at the recent AGE System Managers' Meet
ing in Canton, Ohio. From the left: M. C. Funk, Appalachian vice president; 
F. M. Baker, assistant general manager of Kentucky Power Company; J. P. 
Gills, Bluefield division manager, and C. J, Bryan, assistant general manager 
of Kingsport Utilities. 

annual burn of about 11-million tons. 
4. Raising the large quantities of 
capital required, somewhere between 
$3-billion and $4-billion. 
5. F inding, hiring, educating and 
developing skilled personnel to plan, 
engineer, design, bui ld and operate a 
system four times as large as today's 
that will give service to twice as 
many customers using four times as 
much energy as today. 

An Anniversory Thought 

In his closing and apropos of t he 
AGE System's current observance of 

Three More Scholarships 

its 50th Anniversary, M r. Sporn said: 
"Fifty years ago, a group of 

businessmen dreamed a dream, a 
dream of electric service to small 
communities and doing it profitably. 
I don't t hink they visualized the 
AGE System of today. Could they 
have done so, I think it might have 
proved disa~trous to the founding of 
t he AGE System. I think they would 
have been scared-scared of the 
magnitude, of the vision, and of the 
responsibility they were assuming, 
scared of their rashness in getting 

(See M anagers' Meeting, Page 3) 

Eight $500 Educational Awards Slated 
For AGE System Employees' Children 

With $500 college educational 
awards going to two top-ranking sons 
and daughters of Appalachian em
ployees, registration opens January 1 
for the th ird annual American Gas 
and Electric Educational Awards 
competition. 

A total of eigh t $500 awards will 
be presented in next year's AGE 
System competition. This compares 
to five awards given this year, one of 
them to an Appalachian employee's 
son, and to one award in 1955, the 
first year of competition. 

Deadline for entering the 1957 
competition has been set for January 
2 5. Competitors for next year's 
awards will be divided into five AGE 
System groups, based, as equally as 
possible, on the total number of em
ployees in each group. In addi tion 
to the two awards going to winners 
of Appalachian competlt10n, two 
awards will be given both Ohio Power 
and Indiana & Michigan; another 
will go to the top competitor among 
entrants from Wheeling Electric, 
Central Operating (Philip Sporn 
plant), Kentucky, Kingsport and 
Beech Bottom Power. The eighth 
$500 award will go to the top entrant 
from the AGE Service Corporation. 

Who Is Eligible? 
Any son or daughter of an em

ployee of any company on the AGE 
System who plans to enter freshman 
year in a degree-granting institution 
to pursue a couHe leading to a bac-

Luther F. McPherson Ill of Bluefield 
studies in the· Great Court of the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technol
ogy. The son of the Bluefield assis
tant district manager, Luther is a 
freshman at the school this year. He 
wo n o ne of five AGE educational 
awards early th is year. 

calaureate degree may compete by 
tak ing a competitive examination (the 
standard College Entrance Board 
Scholastic Aptitude Test). 

Future issues of THE ILLUMINATOR 
will carry more complete details on 
the awards and dates, times and places 
for the competitive tests. 
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1956-Quite A Year 
This has been a year to remember for 

our companies. Many accomplishments 
during 1956 were pointed out by Presi
dent Philip Sporn at t he annual Mana
gers' Meeting in Canton , Ohio, and 
listed elsewhere in THE l LLUMINATOR. 

There were a lso h igh spots in the lives 
of the employees of our three compan ies. 
Many things happened that employees 
w ill remember as long as they live. 

For instance, among employees and 
their families there were 126 weddings, as 
reported in Trrn lLLUMINATOR during the 
first II months of the year. There were 
a lso 49 engagements, and there were 230 

births to employees from J anuary through 
ovember. 
Nine employees were credited with 

lifesaving acts or acts of mercy. E lse
where, 66 employees contributed articles 
to AGE's Monthly Operating Notes. A 
total of 855 employees received service 
pins during the fi rst I I months, and 24 
company veterans retired. 

And these activities continue. Al-
though these events did not always make 
the headlines, each was very important 
to the employee concerned. So from 
both a personal and a company stand
point, 1956 has been quite a year. 

A Christmas Reminder 
Another year is almost gone and we 

are again caught in the rush of prepara
tions for the Christmas season. We are 
a lso caught up in a growing emphasis on 
"Christmas accou nting." 

Shopping for gifts, a simple p leasure in 
the past, is fast becoming too bu rden
some for many pocketbooks and family 
budgets. This distressing fact has 
lessened the pleasures of giving. 

What used to be a truly joyous feeling 
is too often subjected to self-doubt and 
fear of not doing enough . That conse
quently has meant a corresponding in
crease in t he feeling t hat Christmases 
past were so much more in keeping with 
the real meaning of the season. 

Whatever things may be t rue of this 
wonderful season, it's always true that 
Christmas spirit comes from the heart
not the pocketbook. Let's keep that in 
mind during the season ahead. Then we 
can add more to the joy that reflects the 
season's greetings in so many ways. 

Answers on this page to our question 
emphasize the many things that bring 
the Spirit of Christmas to each of us. 
Th is feeling of good will beccmes so 
strong that it is almost a tangible thing
something actually felt. This Spirit is 
like a bond that draws us closer together 
in a common goal of "Peace on earth, 
good will towa rd men." 

THE ILLUMINATOR 

What do people mean when they 
talk about "the Spirit of Christmas"? 

BALLARD J. INGRAM, Metennan, 
Kingsport 

Some people think of the Spirit of Christ
mas in terms of exchanging gifts, decorating 
and entertainment. 

The real Spirit of Christmas is inward. 
Giving aid to those who are less fortunate is 
an appropriate way to make known that 
Spirit. 

One of the experiences we enjoy most is 
that of making someone happy whether it be 
in presenting gifts or a kind word or deed. 
T his expression of happiness is best demon
strated when we see our children overjoyed by 
our efforts to please them. 

I enjoy going to church with my family to 
hear the Christmas programs and the singing 
of carols. 

EUNICE D. FITZGIBBON, Bookkeep
er, Logan 

The Spirit of Christmas has a number of 
meanings, and to me, it means sharing and 
making others happy. 

I t gives us an inner light that warms us on 
the inside and makes us glow on the outside 
and opens up a whole new world that makes 
life an exciting adventure. 

But the most important of all is that the 
Christmas Spirit comes from the celebration 
of a beginning, a great birthday, not an end. 
We shouldn't merely limit the Christmas 
Spirit to the holiday season, but it should 
last the whole year round. 

CHARLOTTE M. RINGLER, Engineer· 
ing Clerk-Typist, Roanoke 

After Thanksgiving is over and the last 
morsel of turkey has disappeared, you will 
be sure to hear someone mention the Christ
mas Spirit. 

To me Christmas means first of all that it 
is the Birthday of Christ. We read and hear 
of it in the beautiful poems and carols which 
come over the air via radio and in our churches 
telling us of his glorious birth and the wonder 
of it never ceases to make us marvel. We 
love to hear of the Shepherds who were told 
by the angels where they might find Him and 
we never tire of the mystery of this Little 
Babe of Bethlehem. Perhaps He sends us the 
s0-called "Spirit" at this time, as so many 
of us forget to retain that wonderful feeling 
the remainder of the year. 

At Christmas time, I like the happy 
fellowship of people; the niceness of them at 
that time and a realization that the world is 
really a wonderful place after all. I like the 
happy feeling of walking around after the 
day's work, hearing the bells ringing and 
seeing the glitter and glamour of the many 
multi-colored lights around our busy town. 

Christmas is such a lovely time-wish it 
could last all year round. Happy Ch ristmas. 

ANN BARTLETT, Home Economist, 
Point Pleasant 

The Spirit of Christmas is shown every year 
in a traditional manner; that is by decorating 
our homes, sending Christmas cards, singing 
our favorite carols, giving presents to our 
families and friends, watching Santa talk to 
the children seated upon his knee and helping 
others. These, however, are the visible aspects 
influencing the joyous season. 

There is another phase of this Spiri t of 
Christmas which is realized by many. During 
the Christmas season and on Christmas Eve, 
families and friends uni te to attend church. 
After hearing the familiar story of the birth 
of Christ, once more the meaning of Christmas 
is remembered. The spirit of peace and good 
will is renewed and lasts throughout the year. 

JESSE COLLIER, Lineman, Pikeville 

His three sons help express the Christmas 
Spirit to Jesse Collie r. His sons from lek : 
Jesse, Jr., William and David. 

The Spirit of Christmas is expressed in 
many ways in our free land. First, to me, we 
must not forget the reason for this wonderful 
time of the year-the birth of our Savior, 
Jesus Christ. 

Second, to me, it is a day of family cele
bration and a special day for the children. 
We have three sons in our family, and I get 
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much enjoyment in seeing them expressing 
thei r Spirit of Christmas by their sharing of 
gifts, hanging up their stockings on Christmas 
Eve and the decorations of the Christmas tree. 

Also, the Spirit of Christmas is expressed 
to me through the beautiful Christmas music 
and the participation of our children in their 
church pageant. 

WAYNE RUBLE. Christiansburg Area 
Serviceman, Pulaski 

Wayne Ruble, his son Richard and his daugh
ter Anne, check their Christmas decora.tions in 
preparation for the coming season. 

To me the Spirit of Christmas is the hap
piness the day gives to little children. The 
planning of the gifts tha t will bring the most 
happiness, t he mysterious doings around our 
house, the sparkle in my children's eyes when 
they talk of Santa and make their plans, the 
smell of good foods as they cook, and the 
opportunity to give and share with others less 
fortunate-this is the Spirit of Christmas. 

All of these, together with the wonderful 
knowledge that the birth of the Christ Child 
makes all of this possible, means Christmas 
at our house. 

R. H. WALTON, JR., Results Engineer, 
Glen Lyn Plant 

Have you ever del ivered a box of groceries 
to a needy family at Christmas t ime and 
experienced the blessings you received? 

The true Spirit of Christmas is the spirit of 
giving. However, this spirit is not symbolized 
by the type of giving to which most of us have 
become accustomed. The type of giving which 
portrays the true Spirit of the Christmas 
season was the giving of God's Own Son 
Jesus Christ, Whom He sent into the world on 
Christmas Day. It is this spirit, the giving of 
God's all, the giving of H is best, which each 
of us should attempt to imitate, not only as 
we approach this Christmas season, but every 
day of the year. 

This we can do by sharing not only our 
material blessings with those less fortunate 
than we are, bu t also by sharing the wealth of 
our spiritual blessings with those who are 
"Poor in Spirit." 
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It's A 'Pip' 

'Detective,' Resembling TV Set, At Work 
Finding Faults On Transmission Lines 

The "pip" on the left is being observed on the pulse
type fault finder ond analyzer used by A. B. Sneed on 
right. Mr. Sneed, system operating engineer, hos set 

the portable fault finder up in on automobile by means 
of o removoble platform. The irregulor marking in the 
otherwise normal pattern of o line denotes o fault. 

Locating trou hie on our trans
mission lines quickly and accurately 
has always been a real challenge. 
But system operating personnel are 
now running tests on what may be 
the answer to the problem. 

These tests are being made with 
an electronic pulse-type fault finder 
and analyzer. This instrument, 
about the size of a portable television 
set, is used to determine what section 
of line the fault is on or where sleet 
formations may be giving trouble. 

Sleet is especially menacing, be
cause so many of our transmission 
lines are located in mountainous 
regions. This makes foot patrolling 
slow and en tails a great amount of 
manpower. The total circuit mileage 
of the 330/ 132/88 kv transmission 
system in our three companies is ap
proxima tely 2,800 miles, varying in 
elevation from 600 to 4,000 feet above 
sea level. Keeping these lines in 
service is vital in providing depend
able service to our customers. 

Pip Tells The Story 

The analyzer resembles a small 
TV screen, and is surrounded by 
knobs. It transmits a signal similar 
to radar which is received on the 
screen as a line pattern. If a break or 
short circuit exists on the line under 
examination, a "pip" will~show up 
on the screen. This definite variation 
from the regular pattern on the 
screen can also tell the operator what 
kind of trouble there is. He can tell 
if there is a grounded conductor or 
an open circuit by the downward or 
upward direction the pip takes. The 

ON 

Pi\OOi\!S' 
operator must know, of course, what 
the line's normal pattern is. 

Also on the front of the analyzer 
is a selector dial, which is calibrated 
in miles. The operator can "look" 
at the entire section of line or can 
select any five-mile segment. 

Results Are Explained 
Results of tests that have been 

made with this analyzer were pointed 
out by H. E. McCormack, super
intendent of system operation, in an 
article in the July 1956 issue of 
Monthly Operating Notes. 

The value of the fault-finder is the 
time saved in locating a sustained 
fault, avoiding the opening of loops 
to test the line and the accurate 10-
cation of faults so loops can be 
opened on the correct side of tap 
stations to restore service. Mr. 
McCormack points out that before 
the analyzer was used it took almost 
16 hours to locate a fault on the 
Claytor-Fieldale 132 kv circuit in 
July last year, because the line had 
to be sectionalized and patrolled. It 
is believed this fault would have been 
found in 27'2 hours by the analyzer. 

A Look At Ice 
Ice got the analyzer's attention in 

J anuary this year. Equipment used 
now to detect ice does not tell 
whether the formation of ice is light 

U Gerald Kelly Builds El,ectric Ho,use 

It's ALL-Electric living for Ge rold Kelly ond his family, shown here in front of 
their new home which Ge rold just finished building himself. His wife, Bonnie, 
holds their daughter, Dorio, and their son, Dennis, is helping his father cut the 
grass. The Philip Sporn plant maintenance ma.n started his home lost August 
in Pomeroy, Ohio. He secured material for the ready-cut house and by April 
th is year had it ready except for walks ond a carport. The house with six 
rooms and a bath is heated with convection type electric heat. The only port 
of the house Ge.raid didn't have o hand in wos the laying up of the basement. 
All work wos done in the evenings ond on the week ends. 

over t he entire line or heavy in a 
short section. The analyzer pattern 
will indicate the area of heavy depos
its. More work is being done on this 
phase of the analyzer's usefulness. 
Once it has been adapted to ice de
tection, the noose will be drawn 
tighter on this menace. 

The pulse-type fault finder is just 
another of the many ways our three 
companies strive to maintain the 
best possible service to our custo
mers. In this, AGE's 50th Anniver
sary Year, it is another sign of "Prog
ress In E lectric Power". 

Sporn Plant Unit 
(Continued from Page 1) 

the addition of 2,885,000 kw of new 
capacity. This will raise the AGE 
System's total capacity to almost 
7,000,000 kw by the end of 1960 . 

Expect New Efficiency 

In discussing the efficiency of the 
two new units, M r. Sporn said, 
"Upon their completion, we expect 
both un its to show an improvement 
of 5 % in thermal efficiency over 
the world's best unit to date, as well 
as a 7 Yi% improvement in ca pi ta! 
cost per ki lowatt of generating ca
pacity. The latter will be brought 
about by economies due to larger size 
of unit, higher turbine speed, space 
reduction, elimination of boi ler house 
and many other factors. While these 
units will be capable of producing 
twice as much electric power as the 
largest-sized uni t now under con
struction on the AGE System- 225,-
000 kw- the space they require is 
only approximately one-third larger." 

According to Mr. Sporn, these new 
and much larger units evolved as a 
result of AGE's design and con
struction experience with the world's 
firs t super-critical pressure unit, now 
nearing completion at Ohio Power's 
Philo (Ohio) Plan t. The develop
mental Philo 6 unit will operate at 
4,5 00 p. s. i. and 1, 150 degrees F. 
tempera ture. These have been 
reduced to a more commercially ac
ceptable basis, however, on the Sporn 
unit, which will have a steam pressure 
of 3,500 p. s. i., well above the 
cri tical level of 3,206 p. s. i., and a 
steam temperature of 1,050 degrees 
F. 

General Electric Company will 
build the turbine-generator for both 
450,000-kw units, which will be 
cross compound in design. Babcock & 
Wilcox Company will build each 
unit's 23-story boiler, which will be 
of outdoor design and will exhaust 
to a stack with a height of more than 
500 feet. 
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Year's Highlights Cited 
In his "State of the Company" address which highl ighted the AGE 

System Managers' Meeting, President Philip Sporn described 1956 as having 
been "a year of great accomplishment" for the company. 

He then cited the following highlights of the year: 

e Completion of the Ohio Valley E lectric Corporation project. 
e t Conclusion of many years' work to bring the aluminum industry into 

the Ohio Valley. 
e Completion of the:" breaking-in" period of the AGE System's 345,000-

volt transmission network. 
e Breaking ground for three new power plants-Appalachian's Clinch 

River plant, Ohio Power's Kammer plant and I&M's Breed plant. 
e Decision to undertake construction of the Smith Mountain hydro

electric plant by Appalachian. 
e Making" real headway" in developing the residential electric heating 

load. 
e Decision to proceed with construction of two 450,000 kw generating 

units-the largest and most efficient in the world. 
e Undertaking a 345,000-volt transmission tie with a major neighbor 

utility, Commonwealth Edison Company cf Chicago. 
e Reaching a system input of close to 480-billion kwhr per week. 
e Seeing material gains in residential, commercial and industrial sales. 

Managers' Meeting 
( Co1t1inued from Page I) 

a thing like t hat started. 

"Now, today, we have taken that 
dream and we've made it good. We 
have enlarged its scope. We have 
broadened its social philosophy. We 
have deepened the place of that 
dream in the economic life and wel
fare of the entire area we serve. In 
doing that, we have provided an op
portunity for work and service, for 
accomplishment and achievement, 
for absorbment and satisfaction in 
performing well in a field that is 
inseparable from modern living, 
modern production, from a healthy 
and happy modern society. 

"And then we've done another 
thing. We've taken the dream of 50 
years ago, and we have re-dreamed 
it. We have re-dreamed it to heights 
and proportions qualified to fulfill 
great standards of performance, un
approached and even unthinkable 
only a few years ago. And, in 
dreaming this, we have opened op
portunities for work and for service, 
for growth and development, for 
achievement and reward for thou
sands of more people, opportunities 
simply impossible to visualize today. 

"I have confidence, and I hope 
you share that, that this new dream 
can be made good by us and by 
those who follow us. But to do that 
we must be true to our special 
character. We need to be enter
prising, we need to be responsible, 
we need to be efficient, and we've 
got to be sound and solid financially. 

" I think if we resolve now, we 
will each exert ourselves to make a 
substantial and a continual contri
bution to improvement in all of 
these necessary characteris tics. I 
think we'll not only make sure that 
d ream is brought into reality, but in 
that process make a great contribu
tion to the enhancement of our own 
welfare, to the welfare of our com
munities, the area we serve, and I 
believe, as earnestl y as I believe in 
my own existence at this moment, a 
great contribution to the safety and 
welfare of this great country of ours. 

"All of this needs to be done. I 
don't believe we can be true to our 
trus t unless we do. Let us do it. " 

Lynchburg Foreman Has 
Article In Publication 

John P. McDermott of Lynchburg 
was the author of an :irticle appearing 
in the November 12 issue of Electrical 
W orld. 

The working foreman of the gar
age wrote " Du:il-Duty Suburb:ins 
Save'', which previously appeared in 
M onthly Operating Notes :ind Trm 
lLLUM INAT OR. 

Basic Problems 
Discussed By 

AGE Managers 
Three basic problems which 

will confront our three com
panies and the AGE System 
during the years ahead took up 
the lion's share of the time at 
last month 's AGE System Man-· 
agers' M eeting. These were 
studied and discussed at length 
du ring special "workshop ses
sions." 

About 285 members of man
agement, divided into eight
man discussion groups, pon
dered three questions: 

I. How can improvement be 
made in the relationships be
tween the various company or
ganization components - the 
system dep:irtmen rs, division, 
district and the AGE Service 
Corpora ti on? 

2. W hat is needed to create 
an informed and productive 
state of "dollar awareness" on 
the part of every member of 
rhe company? 

3. How can our methods of 
selection, promotion and de
velopment of supervisory per
sonnel be improved? 

J. L. Gilbert Made 
Commission Leader 

J. L . Gilbert, Williamson local 
office manager, has been elected chair
man of the Civil Service Commission 
of the Williamson Fire D epartment. 

~ 
~I 

The commis
sion makes all 
appointments to 
and promotions 
in the fire de
partment, estab
lishes rules and 
procedures and 
governs the 
rights and limi
tations of de-

Mr. Gilbert partment em-
ployees. Mr. 

G ilbert was a commissioner last year. 
H e is also treasurer of the Wil

liamson Kiwanis Club, a post he was 
rcccn tly re-elected to, secretary and 
treasurer of the M ingo County Coun
try Club and a member of the enter
tai nment committee for the Elks 
Club. H e is a member of the Moose 
and a Mason and Shriner. 

M r. Gilbert joined the company 
in I 9 3 0 and was promoted to his 
present position in 194-7. H e is mar
ried and has one daughter. 
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!fdl!Uill 
Pulaski District 

Mrs. Bruce B. McCall, patient at 
Pulaski Hospital for two weeks due 
to a major operation, is recuperating 
at home. 

Sympathy is extended Guy C. 
Beasley, Byllesby hydro operator, on 
the death of his wife, and James N. 
Shepherd, co-op student engineer, on 
the death of his grandmother. 

Bluefield District 
A group of Appalachian girls re

cently toured the Bluefield plant of 
the General T elephone Company. 

Paul Parks presented the flannel 
board talk "The Right of a Free 
Vote" over WH IS-TV as well as to 
several civic clubs and organizations 
in the Bluefield area. 

Sympathy is extended Delorise 
Walls, Princeton office, on the death 
of her husband, and Mary Alice Nunn 
on the death of her brother-in-law. 

Abingdon District 
Employees and their guests from 

Dickenson County recen tly enjoyed 
a spaghetti supper in the Clintwood 
office. 

C. M. Wagner, Jr., heating and 
builder sales representative, and R. 
M. Bondurant, district superintend
ent, were elected treasurer and sec
retary, respectively, of the Civitan 
Club. 

The Abingdon district float won 
first prize in the commercial division 
of the Scott County Tobacco Festival 
parade. 

Paul S. Dunn, administrative as
sistant, was elected vice president of 
the Abingdon Kiwanis C lub. 

Abingdon and Clinch River plant 
employees living in Abingdon at
tended the district's annual H alloween 
party. 

We lch District 
Mrs. Ruth Caton, who recently 

resigned, was honored with a stork 
shower given by Frances Hulme, 
Grace Fizer, Helen Vermillion and 
Nell Nunnery. 

Sank Smith, personnel supervisor, 
attended the National Safety Council 
meeting in Chicago. 

Walter J. Thomas, meter service
man, recently joined the Gallon Club 
when he gave his eighth pint of 
blood. 

Employees who participated in the 
Veterans Day Celebration in Welch 
were J erry Clements, meter reader; 
0. J. Bragg, commercial sales repre
senta tive; J. D. Dalton, line super
visor; and W. C. Groseclose, ad
ministrative assistant. 

George A. Smith, area serviceman, 
served as a Grand Guard at the Star
light Session of the Eastern Star in 
Clarksburg. Dorothy M. Lawless, 
cashier clerk, also attended. 

W . T. Collins, Jr., Grundy local 
office supervisor, was re-elected treas
urer of the Kiwanis Club. 

J immy and Frances, children of 
B. M. Nuckolls, Grundy area super-

visor, participated in the annual band 
festival held in Bristol, Va. 

Marlene Keene, clerk and Grundy 
beauty queen in 1955, crowned this 
year's queen at the annual beauty 
pageant. 

William B. Belchee, power sales 
engineer and regional PTA director 
for McDowell and Wyoming coun
ties, attended the board of managers 
meeti ng of the state PTA at Hunt
ington. 

Mrs. Earl E. Belcher, wife of the 
Grundy area serviccnun, is improv
ing after being dangerously ill with 
some blood clots on her lungs. 

C. E. Dangerfi eld, Pocahontas 
meter serviceman, and B. C. Wallace, 
Pocahontas lineman, arc recuperating 
from dislocated discs in their backs. 

Sympathy is extended Ruth V. 
Belcher, Grundy cash poster, on the 
death of her grandmother, and Mr~. 
W . L. Mitchell, wife of the Grundy 
lineman, on the death of her mother. 

Sympathy is also extended F. L. 
Lineberry, Switchback station fore
man, and G. T. Lineberry, Keystone 
serviceman, on the death of their 
father and grandfather, respectively. 

Sympathy is a.lso extended Reba 
Banner, contract clerk, ~nd Joh n De
Busk, serviceman, on the death of 
their brother-in-law. 

Pikeville District 
Bill Barnett, district personnel su

pervisor, was the guest speaker at a 
recent meeting of the Big Sandy 
Electrical and M echanical Institute. 

The K. P. 0. Girls Club had their 
annual Thanksgiving banquet at a 
recent meeting. 

Ceci l DcBoard, groundman, who 
has been ill for several months, is 
much improved. 

Sympathy is extended H. H. Kin
caid, district manager, on the death 
of his father, and J esse Collier and 
Freddie Collier on the death of their 
mother and grandmother, respec
tively. 

Sympathy is also extended J erry 
Bartley, appliance serviceman, on the 
death of his grandfather. 

Hazard District 
A. R. Barber, district manager, 

attended the annual meeting of the 
Kentucky River Mi ning Institute in 
Lexington. 

J. W. Scholtens, assistant district 
manager, attended a C hamber of 
Commerce meeti ng in Louisville. 

Sympathy is extended N. W . Col
lier of Whitesburg in the death of his 
mother. 

Ashland District 
New employees include J o Phillips, 

personnel clerk; June H ackworth, 
local accounting clerk, and Carland 
R. Thompson, lineman. 

D. P. Wade, rural and residential 
sales supervisor, has been elected vice 
chairman of the Boyd County Chap
ter of the American Red Cross. H e 
has been board member for the past 
four years. 
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Ralph Evick, power sa les engineer, 
has been elected to the board of di
rectors of the Ashland Kiwanis Club. 

R. A. Macomb, commercial man
ager, was appointed temporary chair
man of the Rural Development Com
mittee for 12 northeastern Kentucky 
counties comprising the Ashl:lnd trade 
area. 

Huntington District 
Kenneth Adk'ins, husband of Betty 

Adkins, PBX operator, has been ap
pointed National Aide-de-Camp to 
the Commander-in-Chief of the Vet
erans of Foreign Wars. 

New employees include Patsy R. 
Roberts and Sue Ward, billing, and 
Glen C. Hicks, T&D meter section. 

A. ]. Darrah, retired division 
manager, wrote a recent guest edi
torial for The Advertiser. He is chair
man of the Huntington Charter 
Board. 

Shirley Dudley, Connie Nida and 
Anna Dale Bennett, system billing, 
have resigned. 

Sympathy is extended J. B. K line 
on the death of his mother and 
Maurice H . Cottle on the death of 
his mother. 

Sympathy is also extended Richard 
Baumgardner on the death of his 
wife. 

Logan Plant 
R. L. Boyd, retired employee, re

cently spent the day visiting at Logan 
plant. 

Sympathy is extended Charles T . 
Addair, plant janitor, on the death 
of his grandmother and grandfather, 
who died within 24 hours of each 
other. 

Sympathy is also extended Dallas 
Hayner, mechanical maintenance 
mechanic, on the dea th of his mother. 

Logan District 
Oretha Lambert, T&D clerk.

stenographer, was chosen the ideal 
sorority sister of Tau Phi Lambda 
Sorority. She also served as presidcn t 
the past year. 

B. ]. Brumfield, T&D line section, 
returned to work after a month's ill
ness. 

New employees are Frank Spears, 
accounting, and Frank Queen, T&D 
engineering. 

The W esleyaires choral group of 
t he Peach Creek M ethodist Church, 
directed by Mary Eli zabeth Davis, 
commercial department, presented the 
program at the Chapmanville Kiwanis 
Club recently. 

W. M. Walls, Jr., commercial sales 
representative, was elected vice presi
dent of the Chapmanville Kiwanis 
Club and 0. L. Bennett, area sales 
reprcsen ta ti ve was elected to the 
Board of Directors. 

P. M . Vannoy, commercial de
partment, directed the music, and 
G. F. Schwartz, engineering, and H. 
]. Collins, personnel, appeared in the 
recent Lions Club M instrel. 

{See W iNiamson, Page .5) 

System 
A. C. Rogers, assistant system 

substation superintendent, gave an 
illustrated lecture before the Salem 
Camera Club. 

Resignations include John H. 
Rodrian, system opera tions coordi
nator, and Edward W. Irving, Jr., 
regional dispatcher. 

Sympathy is extended Oral Lama
stus, Baileysv ille system station op
erator, on the death of his mother. 

Lynchburg District 
New employees are Otha D. Haw

kins, auto repairman helper; Charles 
B. Higgins, Jr., rodman; and Sarah 
H. Fauber, cash poster. 

Harry L. Candler, agricultural 
sales engineer, and Nicholas K. Lang
horne, material clerk, have returned 
to work following extended illnesses 
and hospitalization. Both employees 
were off nearly two months. 

Roanoke District 
Norma Kemp, home economist, 

has been elected president of the Roa
noke Alumni Chapter of the D elta 
Zeta Sorority. 

The Blair Trophy has been a
warded the Roanoke Rabbitt Breeders 
Association for its activities scrapbook. 
The national award was accepted by 
John T. McClain, air conditioning 
engineer and president of the club, 
at the ARBA Convention at St. Paul, 
Minn. T he scrapbook was compiled 
by Katherine Matthews of system ac
counting. 

Sympathy is extended to Mrs. Ruth 
Lucas, Roanoke division commercial 
department, and F. E . Bowman, Roa
noke district commercial department, 
on the death of their mother and to 
Marlene Lucas, Roanoke district com
mercial department, on the death 
of her grandmother. 

D. C. Duncan, system safety di
rector, presented W. P. Booker, Roa
noke district manager, and D. C. 
Kennedy, Lynchburg district man
ager, with safety awards from the 
Aetna Casualty and Surety Company 
at the Roanoke Division Managers' 
meeting. The awards were presented 
each district for having worked in 
excess of one million manhours wi th
out a disabling injury. 

bWIDll 
Philip Sporn Plant 

New employees are Myrtle M. 
Fife, accounting j unior clerk; and 
Quentin Kaylor, Charles R. King, 
James R . Proffitt, Carl J. Gibbs, 
J ames R. Hoffman and H erbert 
L. Clark, temporary laborers. 

Tom Hoffman, control operator, 
killed an albino squirrel on a recent 
hunting trip. 

Paul Huber and Kenneth Carter, 
who were injured in the plant ex
plosion, are recovering from their 
injuries at home. Kenneth expects 
to return to work soon. 

Sympathy is extended Samuel E. 

Holliday, maintenance man, and his 
wife on the recent death of her 
mother, and William F. Fry, main
tenance man, on the death of his 
mother. 

Gilbert C. H art, tripper operator, 
and his wife were injured when their 
car struck a buck deer near their 
home at Racine, 0. Mrs. Hart was 
scra tched when the deer came through 
the windshield and landed in her lap. 
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Gilbert's head struck the side glass 
and he was unable to return to work 
for two weeks. 

Charleston District 
Charleston district celebrated Hal

loween with a masquerade party held 
in the Virginia Street Garage. 

D ick Speas, Kanawha Valley Power 
Company hydro plant supervisor, re
ceived a prize for the funniest cos
tume at a Halloween party at Eleanor. 

New employees include Shirley 
Mac Humphries, miscellaneous; 
Kenneth D. H amrick, T&D line; 
Evelyn Garnett and Charles Johnson, 
accounting; Eldridge C. Blake, j m
i tor, Montgomery office; Robert H. 
Wells, coal procurement; Ellen Mc
Clung, record section; and Hazel 
Sampson, commercial. 

Guilford Smith is the new chair
man of the 2 1st annual W . Va. Farm 
Electrification Conference to be held 
at Jacksons Mill in April. , '> 

Resignations include Juanita John-\....../ 
son, record section; Pat Toman and 
Eddie Lovejoy, accounting; Sandra 
Waggy, personnel ; Dorothy Hall, 
Montgomery commercial; and J ohn 
Dolan and Bernard W. Whittington, 
commercial. 

Sympathy is extended H erman 
Summers, Kanawha Valley Power 
Company, on the death of his mother, 
and Roy Young, meter section, on 
the death of his brother. 

Kanawha River Plant 
Messrs. Tourey-Pilliat, Benet' and 

Weber, visitors from the Electricite 
de France Company in France, toured 
an:d observed plant operations re
cently. 

G. S. Farthing entertained several 
employees at a housewarming party 
at his home recently. Dinner and 
games were enjoyed by R. A. F ields, 
W . B. Moore, C. E . Farley, G. B. 
Kratz, F. McDaniel, C. E. Richards, 
Amos Workman, W. L. Wilshire, W . 
W. McColgan, W. F. Sampson, W. B. 
Abele, ]. W. Fore, T. H. Whited, 
C. E. All inder, C. 0 . Weise and Bob 
Vaught. 

Sympathy is extended ]. L. Oliver 
and family on the death of his 
brother. 

Beckley District 
Barbara Vines, daughter of J. E. 

Vines, line foreman in the Rainelle 
area, has been chosen to play one of 
the leads in the Rupert High School 
junior class play. 

]. E. Hammer, d istrict personnel 
supervisor, has been selected to judge 
a "Voice of Democracy" contest to be 
held by the Junior Chamber of Com
merce in East Rainelle. 

E. F. Eager, district commercial 
manager, has been appointed chairman 
of the Agriculture and Conservation 
Committee of the Kiwanis Club. 

Ann R. Lilly, T&D engineering, 
has been named co-chairman of the 
ways and means committee of the 
Beta Lambda Chapter of Beta Sigma 
Phi. 

New employees include Wesley 
Walker, T&D line section, and 
Robert Burnam, transportation. 

Donald Yarber, Oak H ill em
ployee, has resigned. 

John A. Thompson, T&D meter 
section, has been made a commanding 
officer of the Civil Air Patrol. 

H erbert H. Benton, line section, 
has returned home following a major 
operation at the Holston Valley Com
munity Hospital. 

Forrest W. Isley is a new employee 
in the engineeri ng section. 

I 
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World's 
Still In 

First Step-Voltage 
Service On Roanoke 

Regulator Is 
District Line 

The problem was on a Roanoke 
district line. An idea for the answer 
came to AGE engineers and the first 
step-voltage regulator was built by 
General Electric in 1932. 

This regulator, which has been lo
cated on the 20-mile Roanoke-Fin
castle rural distribution line, was re
cently removed to the shop for re
pairs. This was the fi rst time since 
its installation that other than routine 
wor~ has been performed on it. And 
when the regulator goes back in to 
service it will probably be useful 
another five to ten yi;:ars. 

It is the forerunner to today's step
voltage regulator, which has been 
slightly refined. GE officials say that 
80 to 85 percent of the regulators 
produced by industry are of this type. 

V What was the problem that led to 
the development? The Roanoke-Fin
castle line needed a simple and low
cost regulator. (The regulator's func
tion is to raise or lower voltage re
quired on a station or a line.) T he 
only ones available before 1932 were 
induction regulators, which had com
plicated mechanism, were heavy and 
expensive to install. 

AGE engineers, including Presi
dent Philip Sporn who was then chief 
electrical engineer, had an idea for 
add ing a motor to the tap changing 
device and having this motor con
trolled by a regulating volt meter. 
They used the outgrowth of the de
velopment of tap changing under load 
on transformers as background. 

(The following Items ore based on moteriol 
appearing In recent Issues of " Ele ctrlcol 
World.") 

Five Equals Fifty-One. Typical 
of the progress being made in the 
electric industry is that reported by 
Florida Power Corporation. I t took 
5 1 years to reach annual sales of one 
billion kwhr, only five additional 
years to top two billion. 

It's In The Groove. A new fluo
rescent lamp with grooves hollowed 
lengthwise along one side, said to 
double light output of present tubes 
of the same length, is being marketed 
this year. Slated mainly fo r com
mercial-industrial, outdoor and street 
lighting use, the tube is expected to 
"double lighting levels over the next 
I 5 years," a company spokesman said. 
Lamps will require special fixtures. 

Down On The Farm. By 1965 
rural customers, farm and non-farm 
combined, will be buying 2 Yi times 
as much clectriciry as todav. Farm 
customers, about the same 

0

in num
ber as today, will be using twice as 
much electricity. 

Our Climbing Climate. The 
weather isn't changing any more 
than it always has, but the climate is. 
This is the thesis of mcteorologi5t 
G. H. T . K imble in his book Our 
American Weather. (McGraw-Hill 
Book Co.) Defin ing climate as the 
average weather condition at a place 
over a period of years, he says our 
climate is getting warmer. H e notes 
that sub-zero temperatures in Mon
treal arc onlv half as common as in 
the I 890's .. Th~ mean temperature 
in Boston has risen 3.5 ° F, and the 
average snowfall in New England 
is about 2 5 percent less than in the 
I 880's. 

Walled In. An English firm is ex
perimenting with a new method of 
heating rooms-wallpaper containing 
electrical clements. 

The first step-voltage regulator ever built was recently token down in Roanoke 
for minor repairs. Here two employees work on the 24-year-old regulator. At 
left is W. P. Saul, station man, and at right, J . R. Tuck, station man. 

The idea was turned over to GF. 
and the result was the fi rst step
voltagc regulator. GE advertised it 
in Electrical World that year and the 
next vear T . F . Hildebrand, now 
AGE 

0

Service Corporation agricultural 
development engineer, wrote a 3 V2-
page article for W orld on the regu
lator. In 193 7 GE again advertised 
the regu lator, quoting in part Mr. 
H ildebrand's article. 

In this printed material the ad
vantages of the step-voltage regulator 

Williamson ... 
(Continued from Page 4) 

Williamson District 

The Williamson District's Em
ployee Chest Fund has contributed 
$420 this year to civic and charitable 
organizations. 

H. W . "Ace" Cerrato, head T&D 
clerk, prcsen ted the flannel board talk 
"The Right of a Free Vote" to serv
ice clubs, PT A's and other organiza
tions throughout the Williamson dis
trict. 

Barbara Nell Varney, daughter of 
F. E. Varney, line foreman, and 
a sister to Patsy R. Varney, com
mercial department clerk, has been 
elected one of the cheerleaders for 
Marshall College. 

The commercial department hon
ored W . R. "Bill' ' Peyton, who was 
transfe rred to the Logan district, with 
a farewell di nner and gift recently. 

W. F. Giles, district commercial 
manager, is confined to his home be
cause of an extended illness. 

Mrs. C. C. Darrah, wife of the 
district manager, is confined to the 
hospital because of illness and Mrs. 
G ladys Williams, wife of the station
man, is recuperating at home after 
hospitalization from virus pneumonia. 

E. E. King, district superintend
ent, headed the Boy Scouts' yearly 
drive fo r funds as Mingo County 
Chairman. 

C. R. " Dick" Wilson, Jr., district 
engineering supervisor and president 
of the Mingo County Chapter of the 
W est Virgin ia Society of Professional 
Engineers, attended the annual meet
ing of the state organization at White 
Sulphur Springs. 

George H airston, janitor, has re
turned to work after an extended ill
ness. 

Mrs. E. J. Clouser, wife of the 
d istrict personnel supervisor, served 
as chairman of the annual Charity 
Ball of the Tug Valley J unior Wom
an's Club and Margaret Carrico, 
daughter of Everette Carrico, served 
as chairman of publicity. 

Sympathy is extended H arold 
Akers, meter serviceman, and Jack 
Akers, station fo reman, on the death 
of their mother. 

were listed. I t was lighter in weight 
than other types, it could be mounted 
on an overhead platform, the control 
equipment was less complicated and 
the instalJed cost was about half that 
of other types. 

The step-voltage regulator is an
other example of how AGE and its 
operating companies have striven 
throughout their SO-year history to 
bring economical and dependable 
electric power to customers with the 
continual search for new and better 
ways to do things. I t has helped make 
the AGE Anniversary slogan of "Fifty 
Years of Progress in Electric Power" 
a reality. 

F. P. Claytor Of 
System Retires 

Mr. Claytor 

Francis Parr Claytor, system sta
tion engineer, retired October 31 
after over 27 years' service. 

A native of Bedford, he moved 
to West Virginia and was engaged 
in business several years before 
joining Appalachian as inspector in 
the Bluefield district in January 
1929. He was assigned electrical 
maintenance duties that took him 
over Appalachian property. In Feb
ruary 1945 he was transferred to 
system T&D as system ai r condition
ing engineer in the Southern Prop
erties. In June 19 5 2 he was pro
moted to system station engineer. 

He and his wife live in Bluefield, 
and they have two children, a son 
and a daughte r. He is a member of 
Christ Episcopal Church and for 
many years was active in Boy Scout 
work. A sports enthusiast, he belongs 
to the Mercer Anglers Club and the 
Tri-Angle Sportsman's Club. 

R ight before Mr. Claytor's re
tirement the system station employees 
honored him at a surpri se dinner at 
the Patrick H enry H otel in Roanoke. 
He was presented a rifle with tele
scopic sights and a hunting shi rt. 

Employees See .Film 
On AGE Anniversary 

A color film is being shown em
ployee groups as part of the obser
vance of the 50th anniversary of the 
American Gas and E lectric Company 
System. 

The film entitled "Our Fiftieth 
Anniversary" traces the origin and 
development of the AGE System 
through the years, placing special em
phasis on our in tegration as a con
solidated electric utility system. A 
camera tour of the AGF. properties 
shows many of the plants, offices and 
other fac il ities as well as activities 
of employees. 

The film concludes with an inter
view with AGE President Philip 
Sporn and the operating companies' 
vice presidents and general managers. 
They give an indication of the 
fu ·ure that lies ahead for our business 
before President Sporn pays tribute 
to employees for their contribution 
to "5 0 Years of Progress in Electric 
Power." 

Cabin Creek Man 
Gets Promotion 

Eugene F. Hannigan has been 
promoted to Cabin Creek plant main
tenance foreman . H e rises to the 
position from mechanical maintenance 
mechanic. 

H e was em
ployed at the 
plant October 
9, 1938 and 
has previously 
worked for the 
Kanawha Valley 
Power Com
pany. He be
came a me
chanical main
tc n a nce me
chanic in 1944. 

Mr. Hannigan 

Born in Montgomery, Mr. H an
nigan was graduated from Mont
gomery High School and took a 
special course in weldi ng at West 
Virginia T ech. 

Chill'leston District 

Pages 

Sporn-Kanawha 
Second Circu·it 
Is Energ iz:ed 

A silent sentinel on a West Virginia 
hillside is this steel tower, carrying 
both circuits of the Philip Sparn
Kanawha River plant 345,000-kw 
line. The new circuit was just en41r
g ized, paralleling the old. 

The second circuit of part of the 
na tion's highest voltage network has 
been energized between P hi lip Sporn 
and Kanawha River plants. 

The 345,000-volt circuit between 
the two plants was strung on existing 
towers and parallels the first ci rcuit, 
which went into operation in 1952. 
T he line is 62 miles long and runs 
between substations at Sporn plant at 
Graham Station and Kanawha at 
Glasgow. 

The second circuit was built to 
meet the increasing demand for e!ec
tric service in the area. It was begun 
December I 5, I 9 5 5, and Hoosier 
Engineering Company of Columbus, 
0., was contractor for stringing the 
line. 

Inspectors for the line were Ap
palachian employees of the system 
transmission line department. They 
included W. A. Jefcoat, C. E. Ruble 
and W adc F. Sage. 

The circuit becomes part of the 
grid of the nation's highest voltage 
transmission network located in AGE 
territory. Today there are 1,317 ci r
cuit miles of these super high voltage 
lines in operation or under construc
tion on the AGE System. 

J UDY POWERS from clerk-typist, commercial, to clerk-stenographer, 
personnel; CAROLYN SMITHERS from clerk-typist to clerk-stenographer, 
T&D records; CLIFFORD BANNISTER from lineman C to lineman B. 

Kanawha River Plant 
C. C. MURRILL frcm junior maintenance man to maintenance man; 

A. R. SCHLAEGEL from junior maintenance man to maintenance m an; 
C. C. BOSTIC from helper to junior maintenance man; R. S. JOHNSON 
from helper to junior maintenance man. 

Logan District 
WILLARD W. CHAMBERS from meter service helper, Madison, to 

meter serviceman C, Logan; MARJORIE V. PARKINS from junior cashier 
to senior cashier. 

Lynchburg District 
ARTHUR N . J ESSEE from Lynchburg electrical engineer to Legan 

plant test engineer. 

Roanoke District 
MARGARET ANN SMITH from clerk-stenographer to stenographer, 

commercia~. 

Philip Sporn Plant 
CLYDE T. CLARK from harbor boat operator to conveyor operator; 

KE NETH 0. ROLLINS from tractor operator to ha rbor boat operator; 
GLEN H UFFMAN from tripper operator to tractor opera tor; PAUL E. 
TAYLOR from barge a ttendant to tripper operator; FRANK M. HARRIS 
from janitor to guard. 

Welch District 
JAMES P. SUTPHIN frc m s tation man helper to station man C . 

Williamson District 
W. R. PEYTON from Williamson power sales engineer to Logan senior 

power sales engineer. 

j 
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Also Awarded $250 

Carnegie 
For Rescue 

Medal 
Of 

Logan Man 
Motorist 

Honors 
Drowning 

Robert L. Goff, cente r, shows o letter from the Carnegie Hero Fund Commis
sion to H. J . Collins, left, ond Lila Hinchman, right. The letter notified Mr. 
Goff that his heroic action earned him the Carnegie medal. Miss Hinchmo;n, 
executive secretory of the Logan County Chapter of the American Red Cross, 
called Mr. Goff's a.ct of courage to the attention of the Commission. She 
worked with Mr. Collins, Logan dist rict personnel sup-arvisor, in preparing re
ports of the incident for Commission study. The medal is now being made. 
When it is received, a ceremony of recognition is planned. 

T he dramatic rescue of a motorist 
from icy December waters two years 
ago has earned the Carnegie H ero 
Fund Commission bronze medal for 
Robert L. Goff. 

T he Logan meter reader will re
ceive the medal and a check for $250 
this month from the Commission, a 
national organization which recog
nizes outstanding lifesaving feats. 
The Carnegie Medal is considered to 
be the highest award made for life
saving. 

Mr. Goff saved the life of Mrs. 
W. T . Reed of Greenmont w!1en the 
car in which she was riding skidded 
off a snow-covered road and in to the 
G uyandotte River about 8:30 a. m . 
D ecember 20, 19 54 . After the car 
had floa ted downstream abou t I 00 
feet it began sinking in 12 feet of 
water. Mrs. Reed crawled into the 
back seat and called for help. Mr. 
Goff, throwing off his coat but ignor
ing his galoshes, leaped in after her. 
He swam 60 fee t in a heavy current 
before reaching the car. By the time 
he got there Mrs. Reed had rolled 
down the back window. He pulled 
her out by her coat collar, after brac
ing himself against the car. By then 
the car was in water only two inches 
below the w indow and it sank im
mediately. 

Mr. Goff towed Mrs. Reed 7 5 
feet to shallow water, where two 
others helped him get he r ashore. She 
was treated for brui,es, shock and ex-

posure. Mr. Goff, fatigued by the 
cold and winded, was given precau
t ionary treatment to ward off pneu
monia. H e was in the icy water 
eight minu tes. 

Last November Mr. Goff received 
the American Red C ross Certificate 
of Merit for his heroic feat. 

Driving Courtesy 
Brings Recognition 

Simple courtesy on t he road con
tributes a great deal to safe driving. 

And once in a while a courteous 
d river gets recogni t ion when he per
forms an act of courtesy. Such was 
the case recently wi th Paul Bryant, 
Ch a rleston air cond itioning engineer. 
Paul was driving a company station 
wagon and fou nd himself in a long 
line of slow moving traffic. 

At an intersection the car back of 
Paul was frantically trying to get 
out of line and onto a side s treet. 
Paul h alted traffic with his station 
wagon to allow the driver through. 

T he act resulted in a p hone call to 
t he C harleston office from the other 
d river commending Paul for his 
courtesy. Sol Padlibsky, columnist 
for the Charleston Daily Mail 
picked the item up and used it in his 
column, beginning wi th this p hrase: 
"This is what I like about my fellow 
C harlestonians." H e went on to tell 
the story. 

Storage No Problem For Koharis 
It seems no matter how many storage areas there ore around the house, there 
still aren't enough. Mike Kohori, Williamson auto repairman helper, ran into 
th is situation and decided to do something about it. Here he is shown with 
the kitchen cabinet he just completed fo r his wife. Mike hos done woodwork 
for four years. When his wife said something to him about a kitchen cabinet, 
he went to work with his electric saw and hand tools. The cabinet took about 
12 hours to build, and Mike e,njoyed it so much he plans to make all new 
cabinets for his home. 
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Carbide and Carbon Chemicals Co. 
of South Charleston has announced 
plans for a multi-million dollar en
gineering office build ing to house 
800 employees. The buildi ng w ill 
go up on the comp1ny's 5 00-acre 
hilltop site sou th of the city, where a 
research cen ter is now and where the 
company announced recently it 
would build a multi-million dollar 
development laboratory. 

T he Chesapeake & O h io Rai lway 
Company will spend $40-million in 
the Ashland area duri ng 19 5 7, la rgely 
for construction of 5,000 hopper cars 
at the Raceland car shops. 

Lone Star Cement Corporation in 
Cloverdale of the Roanoke district 
now has in operation additional load 
consisting of a fourth kiln, a raw 
mill with auxiliaries and an air com
pressor. This load has added approx
imately 1260 kw. 

Hundreds attended the formal 
opening recently of the K ingsport 
National Bank's new hui ldi ng. The 
bank has installed a six-un it heat 
pump job {39 kw), a modern electric 
kitchen { 11 kw) with a large as
sembly room for use by employees 
and the public, a 40 kw lighting load 
and 38 kw in miscellaneous equip
ment. 

H ospi ta! expansion 1s under way 
in Huntington. The $2-million ex
pansion at St. Mary's H ospital w ill 
result in a load i ncrea~e of 4 to 5 
hundred kva, se rved by a vault now 
being const ructed. Ground has been 
broken for the new 5 0-room $600,-
000 annex to the Huntingtun Ortho
pedic Hospital. 

The new $65,000 administration 
building of the Central Virginia Tele
phone Corporation at Amherst, 
Lynchburg district, has been com
ple·ed and is now in service. Out
standing features include the louver
all ce il ing in the general office and 
the electric heat pump. 

The value of building permits 
issued in Roanoke, amounting to 
$ 18,393,777 through November 13, 
is at an all- time high for the ci ty. 
It is expected to reach $20-million 
by year's end. Previous high was 
I 9 5 0 when the value reached $ 1 8,-
345 ,000. 

W est Vi rginia P ulp and Paper 
Company has announced that it will 
build a new wood concentration fa
ci lity at Wirtz in Franklin County 
of the Roa noke district, one of 11 
sites in the company's plans for ex
pansion. The woodloading point is 
near the site of the new Thompson 
products plant in Franklin County. 

Retired And Active Vets 
Of Pulaski Are Honored 

Retired employees and employees 
w ith 20 or more years' service were 
honored at a recent Pulaski district 
dinner meeting. 

Service pins were presented to 19 
employees by D. P . Minichan, d is
trict manager, who recognized the 
part these - employees have played in 
the d istrict's safety record. Five re
t ired employees attended and spo!:e 
on what they have been doing since 
retirement. Guests included L. W. 
Bates, assistant Bluefield division 
manager, and Paul E. H illiard, divi
sion station engineer. Mr. Bates de
scribed the old days of the company 
and pointed out w hat progress had 
been made and what part those at
tending had played in this growth. 
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relevised Program Highlights P.arty 

Live performances over real closed-circuit television highlighted the recent 
Bluefield district Halloween party. Here Elsie Heifner, ploying Miss Frances, 
does o toke-off on " Ding Dong School" for the camera, operated by Tracy 
Cooley, communications. Others wait their turn to go "on camera." The 
television studio. was set up in the lobby and those attending the party viewed 
the hour and a half show in the auditorium over several large TV screens. 
Other shows and performers the Bluefield employees parodied were Lawrence ) 
Welk's Lennen Sisters, Elvis Presley, Arthur Godfrey, Wolter Winchell, Steve'-./ 
Allen and "The $64,000 Question." A. L. Tyree, city treasurer and a guest 
at the party, won f irst prize for his Cove Man costume while Iris and Neel 
Rich were prize winners in the couples class. 

Appalachian Electric Power Company 

Abinqdcn District- JO YEARS: W. L. SMYTllERS, engineering aide; R. L. 
CARTER, area serviceman. 

Beckley District-30 YEARS: L. D. McGRAW, line foreman: 20 YEARS: 
E. A. BERGINNIS, area serviceman; 10 YEARS: WILLIAM BROWN, JR., 
meterman; 1-1. H. FARLEY JR., head material clerk. 

Bluefield District-30 YEARS: W. G. PECK, credit supervisor; 10 YEARS · 
LAMER SHRADER, groundman; 0. \V. ADAMS, electrical engineer; R. R. 
JONES, station man; IJARRY D. SMITH, meter reader. 

Cabin Creek Plant-20 YEARS: R. ]. RADER, boiler maintenance mechanic. 

Charleston District-20 YEARS: \V. W. CHAMPE, general serviceman; 10 
YEARS: C. E. BUCK, lineman; ELSIE WALKER, customer service clerk; 5 
YEARS: C. I. WALKER J R., area sales representa tive. 

Glen Lyn Plant-I S YEARS: WILLIAM COLLINS, maintenance man. 

Logan District-5 YEARS: RICHARD C. KUHN, meterman. 

Logan Plant-30 YEARS: BEE QUEEN, shift supervisor. 

Point Pleasant District-5 YEARS: K. G . ROUSH, area serviceman. 

Pulaski District-20 YEARS: S. H. BRYANT, a rea serviceman; 15 YEARS: 
W. L. DOTSON, truck driver-groundman; 10 YEARS: J . T. KEGLEY, linemari; 
]. ]. CASSELL, lineman. 

Roanoke District-20 YEARS: W. W. KREBS, district superintendent; R. J . 
SINER, meter clerk ; C. R. PAXTON, division electrical engineer; 15 YEARS: 
S. E. MURRAY, meterman; 10 YEARS: I. L. R. SPANGLER, PBX operator: 
R. C. SIMMONS, groundman. 

Philip Sporn Plant-30 YEARS: CLAYTON A. ATHEY, first assistant shift 
operating engineer; 15 YEARS: ELSfE E. MOSSMAN, second assistant shift 
operating engineer; 5 YEARS: PAUL E. STEWART, maintenance man; HARRY 
R. LAYNE, maintenance man; EARNEST L. DAiVIEWOOD, maintenance man; 
WILLIAM H. JONES, inst rument maintenance man; WlLLIAM R. DOOLITTLE, 
auxiliary equipment operator; EDGAR A. ARNOTf, maintenance man; PAUL E. 
ICARD, maintenance man. 

System-30 YEARS: L. E. JEFFERSON, system invoice and accounts payable 
supervisor; WADE F. SAGE, system t ransmission man; 20 YEARS: C. G. PRICE, 
JR., head cost accounting section; JOS EPH A GELL, draftsman; 15 YEARS: 
f. R. NOE, system utility helper, Holston station; 5 YEARS: JULIAN E. MOORE, 
system station man. 

Welch District-30 YEARS: P. R. GRUBB, working fo reman; 15 YEARS: 
F. C. BROWN, station operator. '-..,,/ 

Williamson District- JO YEARS: 1-1. S. KISER, JR., T&D clerk; L. W. 
JUSTICE, meterman; BURNICE SOWELL, car washer. 

Kentucky Power Company 

10 YEARS: JOH N I-I. TURNLEY, meter serviceman. 

Kingsport Utilities, Inc. 

10 YEARS: ALVl N B. PATRGIN, T&D clerk. 

Box Score 01 
ALL-Electric Homes 

in our 

Employees Customers Total 

Appalachian 120 686 806 

K entucky 9 46 55 

Kingsport 21 1488 1509 

Total 150 2220 23i0 
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IBM Electronic Equipment Starts 
Machines Provide 
For Growth Of 
Thr.ee Companies 

Some 30,000 bill s wi th a "new 
look" will be sent out this month to 
R oanoke customers. They are the 
first group of bills to be prepared by 
the new International Business Ma
chine electronic equipment on the 
sixth floor of the Roanoke office. 

Another 30,000 bills, to be sent 
out in J anuary, will have the new 
design and have holes punched in 
the stub. D istrict by district in our 
companies, customers' accounting 
records will be converted to a punch 
card system by late 1957. 

The IBM equipment, first of its 
kind in use on the AGE System, 
wilf"provide for the future growth of 
our three companies in the Southern 
Properties. By 1965 the system 
office expects to be billing 735,000 
customers, in comparison to the 
575,000 being J;ii lled today by our 
companies. This tremendous growth 
in customers will be paralleled by an 
even greater growth in customers' 
kilowatthour usage which is ex
pected to double within 10 years. 

Doing Big Job 

By late 1957 all billings, including 
final bills, will be processed through 
the new equipment. And all ac
counts receivable records that have 
been maintained in the 26 local 
offices of the three companies will be 
processed and posted by the custo
mers' accounting office in Roanoke. 
In addition to providing for future 
growth, the equipment will t ake on 
more jobs and help solve various 
engineering and other problems. 

The new machinery reduces more 
of the repetitive clerical chores to 
machine opera tions and frees em
ployees for more challenging re
sponsibi li ties. It also replaces many 
mechanized operations that were 
being performed by outmoded ma
chines. 

Machine Is No Broin 

Speed and accuracy are the two 
qualities that make the new ma
chinery so valuable. But W. F. 
Keehne, system office manager, 
cautions that the machine is not a 
brain . He points out that the IBM 
T ype 650 Magnetic Drum Data
Processing M achine (as it is formally 
known) actually does only what 
people tell it to do. The 650 cannot 
think. And some 26 uni ts will make 
up the electronic system. 

But it's a fact that this electronic 
marvel can read and calculate at 
speeds that defy comprehension. By 
the time you would be able to think 
a bout what the 650's doing, it has 
done it. 

Speed And More Speed 

J ust to give an indication of the 
650's speed, it will average 30,000 
additions or subtractions per minute 
-500 per second. Using 5 digit 

These three units make up the heort of the IBM system. Lawrence Ferguson, 
system billing supervisor, is operating the console unit of the 650 data-pro
cessing mochine. The reod-punch unit is ot right with the power unit behind. 
The three units are interconnected by cooxiol cables so they operote os one 
machine. Ducts above the units toke off the heat generated. 
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PLEASE RETURN THIS STUB 
WITH YOUR PAYMENT 

This is how the new bills processed by IBM electronic equipment will look. 
The holes in the stub ot right indicote the account number and amount of the 
bill. By late 1957 billing for all districts of our three companies will be con
verted to a punch card system. 

multipliers, the machine will average 
10,000 per minute-better than 166 
per second. With a 5 digit divisor, 
it averages 7,000 divisions per minute 
-about 116 per second. 

The machine's 2,200 tubes and 
3,600 diodes make it a marvel of 
engineering. The magnetic drum 
revolves at 12,500 revolutions per 
minute or 300 miles per hour. The 
magnetic drum will remember 20,000 
digits of information. 

As fa r as normal operations of 
billing are concerned, t he 650 has a 
capability of 100 card output per 
minute. On the average, it takes 
about 300 opera tions to compute a 
straight residential account with no 
taxes involved. That means the 
machine performs those 300 opera
tions in about 6/10 of a second. It 
also means the machine pu ts out 
about 20 times as many bills in the 
same time as the old system. 

Helping The Machine 

T he one thing the machine must 
know in any problem it is going to 
solve is the sequence of operations it 
must follow. This sequence is called 
the program which is fed to the 
machine by use of punched cards. 

This first step of designing the 
program for the machine took about 
a year. Working on this phase of 
the program were Glenn Calhoun, 
consumers accounting supervisor, 
Nelson Hamrick and Thomas H ub
bard, AGE auditors on loan to t he 
department. 

After the machine is directed in 
the sequence it is to follow, a second 
series of punched cards with the 
problems to be solved are put into 
the machine. T he answers are 
punched into a third set of cards by 
the machine. These cards are then 
transferred to another machine 
which prints the information. 

Makes Work Easier 

The new system makes the meter 
reader's work easier. He formerly 
wrote each reading and subtracted 
it from the previous reading while at 
the meter, giving the actual usage in 
kilowatthours. Now he marks the 
card with a mark-sensing pencil. 
These pencils contain a very high 
graphite content which permits the 
marks to conduct electricity. 

The cards, sent to the Roanoke 
office, are run through a mark
sensing reproducer which converts 
the marks on the card to punched 
holes in the same cards. Information 
on t he card includes geographical 
area, rate and revenue code, meter 
number, previous reading, account 
number, name and address. 

Can Give Worni•g 

T he card also provides for a code 
to indicate reading instructions or 
hazards. In other words, the meter 
reader can be warned about a 
dangerous condition or a dog that 
bites. 

These three men planned and programmed the billing problem for the IBM 
650. From the leh: Melson Hamrick, Glenn Calhoun and Tom Hubbard. 
Calhoun is consumers accounting supervisor while the other two are AGE 
auditors on loan to the department. 

A reproducing punch converts the 
marks to holes so the machine can 
recognize them. The reproducing 
punch detects any reading errors. 
The machine stops if there are two 
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Taking Over Billing 
marks in the same column or if a 
mark is omitted in a column. L ights 
on the machine's control panel 
indicate the reason why the machine 
refused to process the card. ext 
the collator checks the account 
number sequence of the cards. Then 
the accounts receivable card with 
its record of the customer's accou nt 
with any credi t or debit is merged 
with the meter reading card. 

The 650 At Work 

These reading cards are placed in 
the left hand of the 650 where the 
" fingers" feel or sense the holes in 
the cards and transmit all infor
mation by way of its nervous 
system to the machine's s torage 
cells. These cells have been con
ditioned by t he programmers who 
have told it just exactl y what is to 
be done with each and every ac
count for each and every possible 
condi tion that may exist. The holes 
in the reading cards have now set 
up a network of nerves that t hread 
their way through a maze of possible 
condi tions-coming out with prop
erly calculated bills. 

In the right hand of the 650 has 
now been placed all the data neces
sary to prepare the bill, and so a 
billing card is punched. Here's where 
the customer's bill gets another 
check. If the bill is unusually high or 
low in relation to past bills, the 
machine throws it out fo r a re-check. 

The 650 also accumulates infor
mation and punches out a card at 
the end of each district to show 
customers, kilowatthours and 
amount billed at each rate under 
each revenue account. A second 
accumulation shows similar infor
mation by geographical location. 

Producing The Bill 

The customer's bill is reproduced 
from the billing card, showing the 
customer's account number, amount 
of bill and other information gener
ally shown on the electric service bill. 
The billing card and the customer's 
bill are put into an accounting 
machine. The amount side of the 
bill is printed on the customer's bill 
from the holes punched in the billing 
card. The IBM numeric accounting 
machine prints at a speed of 75 
cards per minute, or a bill in less 
than a second. 

The address side of the bill is 
printed on an IBM alphabetic ac
coun ting machine. A punched 
address card again provides the in
formation for the IBM machine 
t hat reproduces the address. This 
machine prints at a speed of about 
33 cards a minute, or a bill about 
every two seconds. This step elimi
nates the old process of addresso
graph plates for each customer. 

The stub that the customer re
turns to the company when he pays 
his bill has holes punched in it. 
These stubs are processed through 
the IBM accumulating reproducer 
which reproduces the full size cash 
card and, at the same time, accumu
lates the total amount of the stubs 
to see if the cash s tubs are in balance 
with the amount reported by t he 
cashier. 

Never-Ending Job 

Thus, the cycle is completed for 
one billing period. But the 650 gets 
no rest. It continues on the never
ending job of sending bills to our 
customers. 

By starting this month on its new 
job, the 650 comes as a climax to 
the many steps in progress made 
during the AGE Anniversary year. 
And it's another reason why our 
companies can be proud of our part 
in "50 Years of Progress in Electric 
P ower." 

The 650 gets a check by this IBM 
representative before it goes into op
eration. He uses test equipment on 
the thousands of tubes where infor
mation is stored in the electronic 
marvel. It takes about six months to 
build the 650. At the present time 
there are only four 650's in opera 
tion by public electric utilities in the 
nation. 

These moving company men hod their 
hands full getting this 2 ,500-pound 
IBM accounting machine loaded on 
the freight elevator of the Roanoke 
office. It was o tight squeeze to get 
some of the equipment on the ele
vator at the second floor and then 
unload it on the sixth floor. 

Earl Robertson is wiring a control 
panel for one of the IBM machines. 
Each control panel is wired to make 
the machine do o specific job. But 
by changing the panels, a machine 
will do many jobs. 

Jack Whitenack is operating o col
lator to arrange cords in the o rder 
desired for processing. All of the 
machines have automatic check fea 
tures which can detect errors and 
coll for o re-check of the cord. 
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Sixteen Vets Get Pins 

P.R. Grubb 
Welch 

30 Years 

Bee Queen 
Lagan Plant 

30 Years 

Joseph Ange ll 
System 

20 Years 

E. A. Berginnis 
Beckley 

20 Years 

W . G. Peck 
Bluefield 
30 Years 

L. E. Jeffe rson 
System 

30 Years 

C. G. Price, Jr. 
System 

20 Years 

S. H. Bryant 
Pulaski 

20 Years 

Plane Strikes Lines And 
Disrupts Beckley Service 

Service was d isrupted and electric 
fac ili ties damaged when a small plane 
struck power lines and crashed at 
Coal Ci ty near Beckley recently. 

A I 0-year-old bo~' was killed when 
the two-scat plane hit the lines, an 
automobile and a cluster of trailers. 
Beckley crews rushed to the scene to 
restore service. R epa iri ng t!ic d amage 
took 4-;/i hours. 

Sixteen Complete 

L. D. McGraw 
Beckley 

30 Years 

Wade F. Sage 
System 

30 Years 

W . W. Champe 
Charleston 
20 Ye,ars 

C. R. Paxton 
Roanoke 
20 Years 

Clayton A. Athey 
Philip Sparn Plant 

30 Years 

R. J . Siner 
Roanoke 
20 Years 

R. J. Rader 
Cabin Creek Plant 

20 Years 

W.W. Krebs 
Roanoke 
20 Years 

Ashland Man Is Author 
Of National Article 

A four-page article by 0. 0. H en
derson , Ashland district supervising 
enginee r, appeared in the O ctober 29 
issue of Electrical W orld. 

The article, called "Transformer 
Loading Computed F rom Customer's 
K whr Use," was illustrated with sev
eral charts, tables and diagrams. H is 
article first appeared in the Feb ruary 
issue of Ope•·atittg N otes. 

Regulator Course 

Williamson employees recently comple ted a Westinghouse Regulator Course, 
climaxing it with a dinner in the company auditorium. Diplomas were pre
sented the 16 employees who took the six-week course. Shown above are 
front row from left: Fred Varney, instructor; Ernest Bailey, Jack Akers, instruc
tor, and Milton Cole, dinner chairman. Second row from lek: Bobby Pinson, 
Henry Kise r, Clyde Runyon and Joe Hatfie ld. Third row fram lek: Truman 
Smith, J . R. Barbour, Lester Cother, Millard Phillips and Eddie Solovey, course 
coordinator. Fourth row from lek : Kermit Eppe rley, Junior Stanley, Lee 
Compton, Rufus Meade and C. L. Miller. Not shown ore student Lat Bevins 
and instructors E. E. King, C. R. Wilson and G. B. Trent. 
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Employees Plan Annual Christmas Parties 
Plans arc under way for Christmas 

parties throughout our three com
panies. H ere is a brief roundup of 
activities planned in various locations. 

Beckley. An adult dinner-dance 
will be held D ecember 21 at 6:30 in 
the Beckley Elks Club. The ch il
dren's party, with entertainment and 
refresh ments, will begin at I 0 a. m. 
December I 5, a lso in the F.lks Club. 

Bluefield. A party for Bluefield, 
Princeton and Mullens employees is 
sla tcd for D cccm bcr 2 I at t he W est 
Virginian Hotel. Afte r the dinner, 
Santa w ill present gifts and a dance 
will fo llow. The date has not been 
set for the Narrows-Pearisburg em
ployees' and the Tazewell- Richlands 
employees' parties, but both will be 
the week prior to Christmas. C. L. 
Shockey, d istr ict perso nnel supervisor, 
is general cha irman of all parties. 

Charleston. The Shrine Mosque 
will be the scene D ecember 14- for the 
adult party. A banquet will be fol 
lowed w ith a variety show by the 
Stonewall Jackson High School. A 
dance is a lso scheduled. T he chil
dren's party w ill be held D ecember 
I 5 at I 0 a. m. at the State Thea t re. A 
professional clown, Santa Claus, 
movies and cartoons are slated fo r en
tc rta111 111g the children. W. R. 
Witzel, P au l Parsons, Chris Tardy 
and B. R. Currence are supe rvising 
all arrangemcn ts. 

Fieldale. December 21 is the date 
fo r the adult d inner-party at the Hut 
Restau rant in M ar tinsville. T he affa ir 
will begin at 7 :3 0 with Betty Romero 
as gen eral chairman. The children's 
party will be held the afternoon of 
D ecember 20 in the company audi
torium . A movie will be show n and 
San ta wi ll hand out gifts. 

Hazard. A turkev d inner wi ll 
begin the employee/ party Decem
ber 20 in t he company aud itorium. 
After the dinner the re will be a bingo 
partv and a square d ance. The annual 
kiddies' party is slated for December 
2 1 in the Memorial Gymnasium. A 
30-rninutc cartoon movie will be 
followed by Santa's appearance. He 
w ill take le tters from chi ldren who 
h ave them and o rders from those 
who don't. H e will also distr ibute 
gifts. A. R. Barber, C. A. Zocllers 
and M. J . Ozcc make up the gen eral 
planning committee. 

Kanawha River Plant. T he em
ployees' party is scheduled for the 
Mountainee r Room at Belle Decem
ber 7. A dinner will begin a t 6:30 
and dancing at 9. The teen-age 
children of employees w ill be g uests 
at a j ukc box dance a t the Chclyan 
Junior School gym D ecember 14- from 
8 to 11 p. m . The children's pa r ty 
will be held at the Palmer T heatre 
in Cedar Grove Decem ber I 5 at 10 
a. rn. M o,·ies and gifts from Santa 
wi ll be featured. 

Logan. The district and plant wi ll 
combine for an employees' party D e
cember 14- in the banquet room of the 
M asonic T em ple. A dinner starts 
things at 6:30, followed by Edythe 
Hill Brigodc, her songs and accord ion 
as part of a var iety show. The g rou p 
will move to Radio Station WVOW's 
audi torium ballroom for a danre and 
bingo party from 8 to 12. The chil
dren's partv is to be D ecem ber I 5 a t 
the C api tol Theatre. An hour and a 
half of cartoons, a visit from Santa 
and gifts for eve ryone is planned; 
teen-age sons and daughters of em
ployees wi ll assist the committee in 

Logan Youth Named Queen 

E lizabeth Ann, daug h ter of Floyd 
H ayner, L ogan employee, was chosen 
Queen of the Halloween Carnival 
at the Wh itman Central Grade 
School. The I 0-year-old is in the 
fifth grade. 

cond ucting the party. The general 
com mi ttec includes L. C. H ouchins, 
H. J. Collins, J ack Blan kenship, 
Eve lyn Rucker and Mildred H annah. 

Lynchburg. The O akwood Club 
w ill be the scene D ecember 2 1 of 
the ad ult party . A dinner at 7, door 
pri zes, group singing and other en
tertainment wi ll precede a dance to 
begin at 9. Children will have a 
party D ecember I 5 from 2 to 4- p. m. 
a t the Quality D airy Club Room. R c
freshrn cn ts, movies and su rprises, plus 
Santa and h is gifts, a rc on t he agenda. 
W. L. Booth , J r. is in charge of th is 
party . N egro employees will hold 
their pa rty D ecember 15 at the Elks 
R est. A d inner will be followed by 
music and awarding of door prizes. 
H ampton Davis and Clyde Brown arc 
co-chai rm cn for the event. 

Pikeville. Employees w ill break 
in to three groups for a dinner at 
selected restaurants, beginning at 7 
p. m. D ecember 14-. At about 8 the 
groups w ill assemble in the office 
bui lding for the p rogram , wh ich in
cludes group sing ing, entertainment 
by the district's R eddy Players, 
drawing for door prizes, bingo and 
othe r games an d dancing. The kid
di es' party is slated at the company 
D ecembe r 15 at 2 p. m. w ith movies 
an d cartoons, refreshments, games 
and Santa and his gifts. 

Point Pleasant. Adults will attend 
a buffet di nner at the Moose H orne 
D ecember 21 and w ill sec the AGF. 
50th A nni ve rsary fi lm afterward. 
Then group singing will be h eld and 
a three-hour dance wi ll follow. The 
children will be enter tained by car
toon movies and gifts on D ecember 
15. 

Roanoke District. Employees of 
the first and second floors of the gen
eral office building will hold a dinnc r
dancc at the Elks Club Decem ber 19 . 
The engineering and stores employees 
will have a dinner-dance Decem ber 
20 at the Elks Club and the mete r 
department will hold a di nner-dance 
D ecem ber 2 1 at M rs. Price's P arty 
H ouse. N egro employees w ill have 
a party D ecem ber I 5 at the Theron 
Willi ams Communi ty Center 111 

Salem. A dinner, program and 
dance wi ll be highlig hted. T wo 
parties for chi ldren of white em
ployees, including system, will be 
held in the company audi tori um 
D ecember 21. Children of Negro 
employees will be enterta ined at a 
party the afternoon of D ecember 
2 at the Orange Aven ue YWCA. 
Santa w ill visit all t hree parties, and 
re fresh men ts and movies will a lso be 
featu red. 

Philip Sporn Plant. Children of 
employees w ill be guests at the H aven 
T heatre in New H aven December 

22 at their annual party. A movie 
and Santa with h is gifts will be high
lig h ted. Paul E. Scally, Karl M . 
Wiles, R alph V . Gibbs, Jr., and Rome 
Will iamson are in charge. 

System. Employees of system 
accountin g wi ll hold a d inner-dance 
at the Crystal Ballroom of the P atrick 
H enry Hotel D ecember 18 at 7 p.rn . 
Margaret Haley is chairman of the 
party. Employees of the third and 
fourth floors of the general office 
bu ild ing will have a p arty D ecember 
21 at the F.lks Club. Jim Tapley 
is in charge of arrangements, w hich 
include a d inner and a dance. 

Welch. Six parties arc planned in 
the district. The Grundy employees' 
party is to be D ecember 14- a t 7 p.rn . 
at the Mason ic Temple while the 
chi ldren 's party will be held Decem
ber 1 5 at the local office at I 0 a.m. 
The Pocahontas-Switchback par ty for 
adults is D ecember 2 1 at 7 p.rn. at 
the Masonic T emple, and the chil
dren w ill have a party at 2 p.rn. De
cember 2 1 at the Switchback sub
station. The Welch-Pinevi lle em
p loyees' party is b ecernber 20 in the 
company aud itorium at 7 p. rn. The 
children w ill be en tertained D ecem
ber 19 at 4- p.m . in the auditorium. 

Williamson. A dinner at 7 p. m . 
D ecember 14- in th e Mountaineer 
H otel will begin the employees' party . 
Bingo, dancing and other entertain
ment wi ll follow at the company 
office. M ovies and singing will high
l ight the kiddies' party D ecember I 5 
at 2 p.rn . when Santa will hand out 
gifts. J. R. H artzog, J. L. Gilbert 
and Floren ce Murphy arc in charge 
of arrangements. 

Kiwanis Club Names 
Roanoke·r President 

W. S. Ki tchen, system safety sup
ervisor, has been elected president of 
the Williamson Road Kiwanis C lub 
of Roanoke. 

Mr. Kitchen 

He served 
the club as f irst 
vice president 
th is year and 
seco nd vice 
president last 
year. A mem
ber for four 
years, he has 
also been active 
on seve ral corn
m i ttees. 

M r. Ki tchen 
is chairman of the proj ect committee 
and on t he execu tive committee of 
the N ation al Safety Council. H e 
joined Appalachian at Bluefield as 
safe ty inspector in April 194-3 and 
moved to his present position March 
I , 194-9. H e is married and has one 
daughter. 

Civitans Honor Beckley M.an 

B. H. White, Jr., left, recently received two awards from the Beckley Civitan 
Club. The Beckley district local office manager is holding a plaque decorated 
with a gave l and naming h im to the position of Honorary President. He is re
ceiving from dub president Isadore Wein a certificate from Civitan Interna
tional . Both awards were presented to him for outstanding work as secretory 
of the dub for the past nine years. He is also ex officio member of all com
mittees. He has been with Appalachian since 1923 and is married and the 
father of a son and a daughter. 
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Bridge Built, .Rails Laid For Removal 
Of Tr.ansformers At P·ikeville Station 

Freddie Collier and William Zoellers prepare to move a tra nsformer from Elk
horn City station across a ravine so it can be put on a railroad flat car. 

A bridge had to be built and con
necting railroad rai ls laid when 
two transformers were recently re
placed at Pikevi lle's F.l klhorn Ci ty 
Station. 

Two 5,000 kva transformers were 
removed to make way for a 20,000 
kva transformer to enlarge the station. 
Usually this type job is not bad under 
ordinary circumstances, but a big 
problem presented itself in this case. 
T he station is located across a cree k' 
from the railroad line and a bridge 
to support each of the 40-ton trans
formers was needed . 

A rail road flat car was brough t 
to the site to haul one transformer 
to Charleston for repairs. The bri dge 
was bui lt and the rails laid. Then 
the "Big H ook" from the Clinchfield 

Railway Company moved in and 
lifted the transformer from the new 
tie onto the flat car. A reverse pro
cedure was used when the 20,000 
kva transformer was brough t in. The 
C&O Railway used i ts own crane for 
removal of the other 5,000 kva trans
fo rmer. 

The bridge and rail work was 
done by And rew Poulos, G . C. 
Bevins, Garnie Edmonds, I reland 
Charles, M aurice Keene, F reddie 
Col lier, R. C. Anders, H . M. Eagle, 
and W illiam W . Zoellers. The sec
tion crew of the C&O was on the 
project, too. 

The two transformers will be used 
elsewhere in the system. The new 
transformer was installed by district 
and system employees. 

Pearisburg Snow No Problem 

I . ~ 

There'll be no slipping and sliding from snow in front of the new Pearisburg 
office building of the Bluefield district. Electric heating cable, contributed by 
o manufacturer, has been installed under the concrete sidewalk. Here, John B. 
Kahle, left, and Archie Phlegar, with back to camera at right, are installing 
the cable as Jomes R. Boult, area sales representative, looks on . Mr. Kahle and 
Mr. Phlegar are heating and builder sales representatives. The 1600-watt 
cable is 582 feet long and covers an area of about 120 square feet . 
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Customer Makes 
Things Riqht 

A letter and $3 arrived in 
Roanoke's local accounting of
fice the other d:iy. 

A former Roanoker had 
written the letter, saying in 
part: " I am very sorry now but 
used a wire a. time or two to 
block the J mce from the 
meter." 

And, explaini ng the money, 
the person went on : " I feel I 
owe the company a dollar or 
two to make th ings right with 
God, so I am enclosing three 
dollars to make th ings right." 

Sporn Man To Head 
PT A County Council 

Earl H . Keefer has been elected 
president of the M ason Coun ty PTA 
County Council. 

The Phil ip 
Sporn plant 
chemist assistant 
has served sev
eral terms as 
president of his 
PTA and has 
been active on 
the Co u nty 
Counci l. P re
v10us to com-

Mr. Keefer pany ernploy-
men t he spent 

three years as a teacher in M ason 
County schools. 

Mr. K eefer was employed as a 
fi lter plant operator November 11 , 
1949. He later became a laboratory 
tester and was promoted to hi s pres
ent position J uly 1, 1952. He is 
married and the father of three chi l
dren. 

Plant Supervisors 
Complete Courses 

Thirteen Logan plant supervisors 
have recently completed courses in 
instructor train ing and employee de
velopment training. 

W. W. Winter, AGE Service Cor
poration supervisor of personnel re
search; ]. A. M undy, system em
ployee relations supervisor, and L. C. 
Houchins, plant personnel supervisor, 
were the instructors. 

T he 13 included Michael Babi
netz, R. D. Booker, S. D. Brinegar, 
C . H . Feizli, G eorge F rey, A. V. 
H annah, B. W . Lanthorne, C. E . 
M arshall , W . G . Matthews, R. G. 
McCom as, M . F. Morrison, Bee 
Queen and J. R . Warren. 

Trapped Doq 
Finds New Home 

Sporn-Kaiser Line Is Energized 

T he dog was on a ledge to 
be sure, bu t the men thought 
it would get back to solid 
ground. 

But when they returned two 
days later and the dog was still 
there, the men lowered a rope 
and pu lled the dog up. T h is 
happened w hen a Welch li ne 
crew was moving lines in the 
Coney Island section to make 
way for a new by-pass recently. 

The dog was h ungry when 
they got it to safe ty and acted 
l ike the men were long-lost 
friends. O ne of the men, Law
rence E . Lane, lineman, took 
the dog home after the crew 
tried unsuccessfully to find its 
owner. Mr. Lane has chi ldren 
who have made sure the dog 
has a home for keeps. 

Appalachian system employees cut in the first circuit from Philip Sporn plant 
to Kaiser Aluminum and Chemical Corporation's substation at Wilrow Grove. 
Shown above are from left: A. B. Purdy, system relay; Ken Martin, system 
meter; Kermit Ford, system substation operator; R. B. Greer, system relay, and 
L. B. Fe'foguson, system substation supervisor, who is throwing the switch . 
This line is the first of four that are planned to operate at 132,000 volts to 
supply power to the huge Kaiser plant. Ohio Power will supply the power 
through Sporn plant. The new line replaces a temporary 33 kv line. The 
Kaiser station was energized November 2 . 
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Fire Fighters Learn At Kanawha 

J. W. Paxton, Jr., labor department, extinguishes a fire as C. H. Yoho, AGE 
fire protection supervisor, looks on . The action came during a fire fighting 
school at Kanawha River plant where the latest fire fighting techniques were 
demonstrated . A surprise alarm was held during the school to test the alert
ness and efficiency of the fire fighters. New employees and the plant fire 
brigade attended the school, where they learned the operation of the fire truck 
ond accessory equipment, various extinguishe rs, use of a portable pump using 
the river as a source, and use of the Chemox breathing apparatus. 

Ben Bates To Lead 
Welch Kiwanis Club 

Ben E. Bates, Welch district meter 
supervisor, has been elected president 
of the W elch Kiwanis Club. 

A member for I I years, he was 
vice president this past year. H e has 

also served on 
~ the board of di

rectors for eight 
years and on 
several commit
tees, particu
larly those deal
ing with the 
Red Cross. 

Mr. B ates 
was employed 

Mr. Bates by the.company 
In Bluefie ld 

September 24, 1923 as a helper. He 
has served as assistant shop fo rema n, 
meterman and meter superintenden t. 
He came to Welch on June I, 1944. 

He is assistant Sunday School sup
erin tendent of the M ethodist Church 
in Bluefi eld, Va. H e has been a 
M ason since I 925 and is past master 
of his lodge, servi ng in both 1943 
and 1944. H e has been a Royal Arch 
Mason since 1926, and is also a 
member of the Americari Legion. H e 
is a member of the I nternational 
Association of Electrica l Inspectors 
and the Pocahontas Electrical and 
M echanical Institu te. 

G. S. Dunn Named To 
Head PUAA Region 

G. South Dunn, public relations 
director of our three companies, has 
been elected chairman of Region 5 
of the Public Utilities Advertising 
Association. 

The election 
came at a re
cent meeting 
at Lake James, 
N. C. Mem
bers of Region 
5 of the Associ
ation come from 
Alabama, Cuba, 
Florida, G eor
gia, Louisiana, 

Mr. Dunn 

M ississippi, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, T ennessee an<l Virginia. 

Two Roanoke Employees 
Write 'World' Articles 

Articles by two Roanokers appeared 
in the N ovember 26 issue of Elec
tt·ical W orld. J. Sherman Payne, 
meter sen' iceman, wrote "Service 
D rop Work M ade Safer, Easier." 
And J. L. White, division super
V1Si ng engineer, con tri bu ted " Re
closers On Feeders Pay Off." 

Fishing Planned 
By Cabin Creek 
R.etired Man 

Mr. Drenne n 

Floyd A. Drennen retired No
vember I after over 13 years' se rvice 
at Cabin Creek plant. 

The boiler mai ntenance helper 
joi ned the plant M ay 27, 1943 in 
the boiler mai ntenance department. 
Born at Drennen in Nicholas Coun ty 
November 12, I 89 1, he worked in 
coa l mines before coming with Ap
palachian. 

Fellow employees, knowing of Mr. 
Drennen's fondness for fishing, pre
$ented him with a se lection of fi s!iing 
equ ipment. His retirement plans call 
for an extended 1·acation in Florida 
where he will consider mak ing his 
home. Sam Pickens, a retired Cabin 
Creek man who l ives near Sanford, 
will be Mr. D rennen's fi shing partner. 

In addition to fishing, Mr. Dren
nen plans to devote a large part of his 
time to study of the Bible and church 
work. 

Mr. D rennen complimented his 
fellow workers and the company, say
ing he regretted leaving, and added : 
" I !lave gotten behind with my fish
ing and now I 'll have plenty of time 
to catch up." 

Lynchburg Vets Honored 
At Anniversary Dinner 

T en Lynchburg employees who 
have received pins fo r 20 or more 
years' service du ring 1956 were 
honored at a recent di nne r. 

T hey then atten.ded a play in the 
E. C. Glass High School audi torium. 
H onored were W. H. Key, L. L. 
C rock'er, F.. J. Rice, R. C. Reynolds, 
W. E. M etts, B. C. Cook, L. R . 
H udson, Mildred V. Marcus, B. L . 
Burnley and H. C . M etts. Wives 
and h usbands of employees also at
tended. 
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Ten Couples Married Rec.ently 

Recent brides among employees ond their families are pictured above. TOP 
ROW from left: Mrs. Norman Talmage Dial, Logan plant; Mrs. William Alex
ander Haddad, system, and Mrs. Jimmie Wayne Munsey, system. MIDDLE 
ROW from left: Mrs. Lawrence Edward Ferguson, Jr., system; Mrs. Ira Combs, 
Hazard, and Mrs. Paul Spaulding, Jr., Huntington. BO·TTOM ROW, fram. left: 
Mrs. Jomes W. Jackson, Logan plant; Mrs. Perry W . Miller, Jr., system, and 
Mrs. Paul R. Chapman, Weich. 

Keith-Dial 
Marcia C hristine Keith and Nor

man Talmage Dial were uni ted in 
marriage November 10 at the home 
of the bridegroom's sister in Chap
manville. Mr. Dial is a utility man 
at Logan Plant. 

Brinegar-Jackson 
Alice Rose Brinegar was married 

November 17 to J ames W. Jackson in 
a double r ing ceremony at the First 
Baptist Church of Logan. She is the 
daughter of S. D. Brinegar, Logan 
plan t coal handling foreman. 

Simons-Miller 
Betty Lou Simons and Perry W. 

Miller, Jr. were married O ctober 
16 at Sparta, N. C. H e is a system 
u tility helper at the Switchback Sta
tion. 

Ashley-Chapman 
Imogene A. Ashley and Paul R. 

Chapman were united in marriage 
O ctober 1 3 in the Sparta M ethodist 
C hurch of Sparta, N. C. Mrs. Chap
man is a junior clerk in the W ekh 
commercial department. 

Pratt-Combs 
Doris Ann Pratt was married 

O ctober 31 to I ra Combs. Mrs. Combs 
is a junior clerk in the H azard ac
coun t ing department. 

Wi 11 iams-Spau lding 
The Fi rst Presbyterian Church of 

Huntington was the scene Novem
ber 3 of the marriage of Martha 
W illiams and P aul Spauld ing, Jr. 
Mr. Spaulding is employed in the 
Hunting ton system bill ing office. 

Donaldson-Ferguson 
Patricia Sue Donaldson and L aw

rence Edward Ferguson, J r. were 
united in marri age at the T abernacle 
Baptist Church of Roanoke O ctober 
19. M rs. Ferguson is a system ac
counting employee and he is a VPI 
student, part- time local accounting 
employee and the son of L. E. Fer
guson, system consumers billing sup
ervisor. 

Blevins-Vernon 
Trula Ann Blevins was married 

O ctober 27 to James F. Vernon at 
the M arion M ethodist Church. Mrs. 
Vernon is a junior clerk at the 
M arion office of the Pulaski district. 

Wi 11 iams-Munsey 
Ferne Joyce Williams and J immie 

W ayne Munsey were united in mar
r iage October 8 at the Methodist 
Church of Sparta, N. C. Mr. Munsey 
is a system utility helper of the system 
operating department. 

Harpold-Haddad 
Norma Ann H arpold and William 

Alexander H addad were married 
November 3 in the Westminster 
P resbyterian Church of Charleston . 
H e is a system u tility helper at the 
Kanawha stat ion. 

1Chqf rr l!ngagrd 
BETIY J EAN M ERIWETH ER to Emory 

R. Miller. She is employed in the Beckley 
commercial department and he is Oak Hi ll are1 
sales representative. 

MARGIE RUTROUGII to Jack Flesh man. 
She is employed in the system accounting office. 
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Linda Bryan Chosen 
For College Honors 

Linda Bryan was recently chosen 
H omecoming Queen and a Cam pus 
Beauty at Carson-Newman College 
of J efferson City, T enn. 

The daugh
ter of C. J. 
Bryan, assistant 
Kingsport gen
eral manager, 
she was nam ed 
to the home
coming honor 
by the school's 
football team. 
H er Campus 
Beauty title was 
bestowed at the 

Lindo Bryan 

college ann ual H arvest Festival and 
entitles her to compe tition with seven 
others for the "Miss Appalachian" 
ti tie. Vice presiden t of the senior 
class, she has been a cheerleader for 
two yea rs. 

She is a member of the Calliopean 
L iterary Society and is majoring in 
Bible. She plans a teaching career 
after graduation. 

Meter Employees' 
Wives Form Club 

A new club, the Meter-Ettes, has 
been formed in the Ashland district 
by wives of meter department em
ployees. 

The organizat ion came at a 
Thanksgiving dinner g iven by Mrs. 
Dora Adkins of the meter department 
for wives of m eter employees. The 
group will meet four times a year in 
F ebruary, May, August and Novem
ber for the purpose of promoting fel
lowship and getting acquainted. 

Those attending the organizational 
meeting were Mrs. J ohn Kinney and 
Mis. J ack Pauley of Greenup; Mrs. 
Frankl Alexander, Mrs. Charles H ow
ard and Mrs. Clayton Wilburn of 
G rayson; Mrs. L incoln Bloebaum, 
Mrs. Donald Bolner, Mrs. W. S. 
Burchett, Mrs. John Caines, Mrs. 
Bob H ornbuckle, Mrs. Frank H uff
man, Mrs. Dan Lake, Mrs. J. B. 
Si mpson, M rs. Walter Venters, Mrs. 
Bill Watson, Mrs. J ohn Weidenheller 
and Mrs. Ray Click of Ashland. 

Anna Jackson Is Elected 
Queen Of High School 

Anna J ackson has been elected 
queen of the P eterstown High School. 

Sh e 1s t h e 
daughter of H. 
P . J ac kson, 
G len Lyn plan t 
employee. 

Anna 1s .a 
senior and an 
" A" student . 
She is the th ird 
member of the 
H. P . J ackson 

Anna Jackson fami ly to reign 
as queen or king 

of the Peterstown School. 

Anna hopes to become a com
mercial airline hostess w!ien she fin
ishes school. 

One Club 
Others In 

Has Two 
For Party 

The K-Appa-K Girls Club of Wil
l iamson was a Halloween party host to 
m embers of the Pikeville KPO Girls 
Club and the Logan Appa-Lassie Club. 

The W illiamson audi torium was 
decorated in traditional H alloween 
sty le and enter tainment included a 
fish pond, games and a ghost story. 
A skit enti tled "Shotgun W edding" 
was put on by H azd Farris, P at 
Dudley, Pat Varney, Betty Roach, 
Peggy Francis, Tina Davis and Fran
ces Keadle. 
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From Request To Hobby To Business 
Is Williamson Woman's Success Story 

Like Topsy, it "just growed." 
T hat would be an appropriate de
scription of the hobby-business of 
M rs. R. L. Carpenter. 

The w ife of the Williamson 
groundman was approached a year 
ago by neighborhood chi ldren to 
help them make a dress for a doll. 
She found several pieces of cloth 
suitable for the dress in her sewing 
kit and the fin ished product brought 
looks of delight from the children. 

Mrs. Carpenter decided that mak
ing doll clothes would be a good 
hobby. But it did n't take long for 
her skill to come to the atten tion of 
mothers in the surrounding area. 
The phone started ringing w itth re
quest for clothes for other dolls, and 
soon Mrs. Carpenter h ad a business 
going. 

Some of the clothes she has made 
include a majorette outfit w ith boots 
and matching hat, cheerleading cos
tume, a fur j ackbt, knitted swea ters 
wi th matching caps, evening gowns 
with stoles and evening bags to match 
and so on. So good are the clothes 
that she was recently asked to display 
some of them at the M atewan Fair, 
where they were an outstanding at
traction. And with Christmas coming 

I 
Abingdon 

MR. AND MRS. ARTHUR ALLAN COUN
T!SS. J R .. a son, Arthur Allan JI! , November 
16. Mrs. Countiss was formerly employed in 
the T&D record section. 

MR. A D MRS. H AROLD \V. COX. a 
daughter, Donna Gale, October 26 . Mr. Cox 
is a T&D clerk in Gate City. 

MR. AN D MRS. FLEECY NEAL, a daugh
ter, Kathy Lea, O:tober 15. ~fr. Neal is a 
construction inspector at Clinch R iver plant. 

Beckley 
MR. AND MRS. JAMES A. BAR KER, a 

c!aughter, Janet Lynn, November 18. Mr. 
Barker is employed in the T&D meter section. 

MR. AND MRS. E. R BIGGS, a son, 
Ernest Robert , Jr., November 20. Mr. Biggs 
is a material clerk. 

M R. AND M RS. JAMES A. KIRBY, a 
son, Frank R obert, October 24. Mr. Kirby 
is employed in the T&D meter section. 

Bluefield 
MR. AND MRS. J. E. BAILEY, a son, 

David Edward. October 24. rvrr. Bailey is a 
T&D clerk. 

MR. AND MRS. RYLAND Y. BAILEY, 
a daughter, Pencye Lynelle, October 26. Mr. 
Bailey is an area sales representative . 

MR. AND M RS. ARCHIE PHLEGAR, a 
son, Charles David, November 1 , Mr. Phlegar 
is a heat ing and builder sales representative. 

Cabin Creek Plant 
MR. AND MRS. H . II. CARRICO, a girl, 

D iana Leigh, August 10. Mr. Carrico is em
ployed in the mechanical maintenance depart
ment. 

Fief dale 
MR. AND MRS. EARL BULLARD. a 

daughter, M eryl Ann, November 17. Mr. Bul
lard is an instrument man. 

Glen Lyn Plant 
MR. AND MRS. R . B. RATLIFF, a son 

Gary T ., November 13. Mr. Ratl iff is a test 
engineer. 

Huntington 
MR. AND M RS. WALTER BOGGS. a 

daughter, Jane Ann, October 16. Mrs. Boggs 
was formerly employed in the T&D record 
section. 

MR. AND MRS. J ACK K. BUTLER, a 
son, R od Owen, October 1z. Mr. Butler is 
employed in the T&D line sect ion . 

MR. AND MRS. GEORGE T . McCLURE. 
a daughter, Pamela Ann, November 1 . M r. 
M cC lure is employed in the accou nting depart
ment. 

MR . AN D MRS. BE RNARD L. MOORE, 
a daughter, Gay Marie, October 30. Mr. M oore 
is employed in the commercial department. 

M R. AND MRS. CHAPMAN RUTLEDGE, 
J R. , a daughter, Debra Sue, October 28. Mr. 
Rutledge is employed in the T&D meter 
se:-ticn. 

Konawha River Plant 
MR . AND MRS. B. B. BRIGGS, a son. 

Keith Alan, November 10. M r. Briggs is a 
laborer. 

MR. AND MRS. W . E. VELLINES, a son, 
Jeffrey M organ, November 7. Mr. Vel lines is 
a test engineer. 

Kingsport 
MR. AND MRS. DEWEY BOWMAN, a 

daughter, Sharien K ay, October 30. Mr. Bow
man is a labor foreman. 

Logan Plant 
MR. AND MRS. ANTIIONY ADAMS. a 

son, D :i.na Paul, November 14. M r. Adams 
is a coal conve}'Or operator. 

M R. AND MRS. D . F. BRUMFIELD, a 
daughter, Sherry Leigh, November 12. l\1r. 
Brumfield is a utility operator. 

Mrs. R. L. Carpenter af Williamson 
displays some of the many clothes 
she has made for dolls. What was a 
hobby has grown into o business for 
her. 

Singer Sewing Machine Company 
of Will iamson has asked her to display J 
the clothes in thei r store window, 
where they will be offered for sale. 

H ow profitable has been this bus
iness? From proceeds she paid her 
son Bobby's tui tion to college this 
fall. She has a full time job as regis
tered nurse at a Williamson hospital, 
bu t she still fou nd 'time to win blue 
r ibbons at the fair for a qu ilt and a 
bedspread she made. 

I 
Lynchburg 

M R. AND MRS. GEORGE W. STONE , 
JR. , a gi rl , Martha Frances, October 25. Mr. 
Stone is a stores clerk. 

Philip Sporn Plant 

MR. AND M RS. GEORGE A. HOUT. JR., 
a son, George Andrew III, November 1 o. M r. 
H ou t is a chemist assistant. 

MR . AND MRS. GEORGE R . JOHNSON, 
a son , Barry Mitchell, November 3. Mr. 
Johnson is a laborer. 

Pikeville 

MR. AND MRS. IRELAN D CH ARLES, a 
son, I key Charles, November 3. Mr. Charles 
is a station man. 

M R. AND M RS. JAMES HOPSON, a 
dau.':"hter. T erri Lynn, November 8. M r. 
Hopson is a rodma n. 

Pulaski 

MR. AND MRS. JAMES T-1. BLOUNT, 
JR., a son, Steven James, November 4. M rs. 
Blount is a former employee in the Christians
burg office. 

MR. AND MRS. LANZY R . MABE, a son, 
Robert Eugene, N ovember 4. ~Ir. Mabe is a 
Galax meter reader. 

System 
MR. AND MRS. D. 0 . FRANGO, a daugh

ter, Bonita Gaye, October 28. Mr. Frango 
is em.ployed in the Roanoke section of the 
system stat ion department. 

M R. AND MRS. R . L. H ALL, JR., a 
daughter, Cathy Lynn, October 8. Mr. Hall 
is employed in the Ch.irleston section of the 
system station department. 

M R. AND MRS. ORAL LAMASTUS, a 
son, R ussell H oward, October 24. Mr. La
mastus is a system stat ion opera tor at Baileys
ville. 

MR. AND MRS. H . E. MOORE, J R .• a 
daughter, Ca rol Anne, October 1 . Mr. M oore 
is employed in the Bluefield section of the 
~ystem station department. 

MR. AND MRS. A. G. THORNTON. JR., 
a son, Joseph Dailey, November 17. Mr. \..__./ 
Thornton is employed in the Roanoke section 
of the system station department. 

Welch 
MR . AND MRS. THOMAS P. LOCK

H ART , JR., a daughter, Martha Jean, Oc
tober 16. Mr. Lockhart is employed in the 
Grundy commercial department. 

Williamson 

MR. AND M RS. BILLY WILLIAMS. a 
son, Billy Ralph, October 24. Mr. Williams 
is employed in the line depart ment. 

Costumes Win Prizes At 
Tri Fori Masquerade 

About 60 people attended a recent 
masquerade party sponsored by the 
Tri Fori Club of Roanoke. 

Bill Sheaff won the door pr ize 
and Scott H aski ns as Elvis Presley 
won a prize for most original costume. 
A division engineering employee, he 
is the husband of Loretta H aski ns, 
system personnel, who is a club mem
ber. Don Foutz, guest of Ru th Poin
dexter of public relations, won a 
pr ize for funniest costume. He came 
as an old lady in a night shirt. 
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Three Employees Off.iciate At Beckley 
And Rainelle Area Football Contests 

Officials at Rainelle and Beckley area foatball games are these three em
ployees. Fram left are J . W . Begley, R. L. Hardy and A. C. Altizer. 

The man who enforces the rules 
at Rainelle and Beckley area football 
games could very well be an em
ployee. 

has been officiating for four years. 
Mr. Begley played high school foot
ball and basketball and started of
ficiating in service. H e became a 
member of the Greenbrier Asso
ciation last year. And Mr. Altizer 
played both high school and service 
football, and went on to a year in 
semi-pro ball. H e also became an 
Association m ember in 1955. 
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Reddy Lends Hand At 
Football Concession 

Reddy Kilowatt recently came to 
the rescue of chilled football fans and 
the J unior W omen's League of 
Paintsville. 

The club operates concession 
stands at football games in the P ike
vi lle district, with the proceeds going 
to sponsorship of the annual Big 
Sandy Bowl Game. This year at
tempts were made to serve hot coffee 
and chocolate to spectators, but the 
project seemed doomed because of the 
problem of getting hot water at the 
concession stand. 

Chan dos T ackett and Chester 
Smith, Pikeville power sales engineers, 
came up with a solution. They in
stalled a 5 2-gallon water heater on 
a pickup truck and filled the tank 
with water. The truck was driven to 
the field and the water heater con
nected. By game time there was 
plenty of hot water- each time the 
tap was opened great clouds of steam 
rolled out to ad verti se coffee and 
chocolate that was indeed hot. 
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Bag Turkeys For Thanksgiving Dinner 

These company nimrods downed turkeys recently for their Thanksgiving din
ner tables. LEFT: Clifton B. Chapmon, Huntington transportation employee, 
shot this 20-pound wild turkey near Huntersville in Pocahontas County. 
RIGHT: C. A. Farley, Pineville area supervisor of the Welch district, also got 
his 10-pound turkey in Pocahontas County. His son, Freddie, accompanied 
him and the two also bagged their limit in squirrels. 

Tight Race Developing 
In Sporn Bowling Loop 

The Philip Sporn plant bowling 
league has d eveloped in to a tight bat
tle for top honors. 

Best Sportsman Three employees officiating at 
local games this year will continue 
through basketball season. Jennings 
W . Begley, groundman, and A. C. 
Altizer, truck driver-groundman, of 
Rainelle, and R. L. H ardy, Beckley 
lineman, are members of the Green
brier Valley Association, which means 
t hey have met rigid tests and have 
been approved by the W est Virginia 
Athletic Association as football and 
basketball officials. 

Collecting Milk Glass And Antique 
Furniture Is Hobby Shared By Peytons 

M aintenance No. 3 and the Pulver
izers are t ied for fi rst place wi th two 
weeks to go in the first half. Main
tenance No. 2 and Results are tied 
for th ird. J un ie G ibbs has high 
average of 186, Marvin Roush the 
high set of 63 7 and W yllis Davis the 
high game of 235. 

Mr. Hardy is also a member of the 
C oal Field Conference Association. 
H e played high school football and 

Accounting Streak Puts 
Team In Roanoke Lead 

Accoun ting, riding a winning 
streak, has climbed in to fi rst place 
in the Roanoke Bowling League. 

Employee Guides Annual 
Christmas Decorations 

J ames R. Burdsal took things in 
hand when it came time to decorate 
Pikeville's business section for Christ
mas. 

The team has a 22-8 record as 
compared to 19-11 for second place 
Stores. Leroy Gregory of Line and 
Station has h igh average of 11 3 and 
high game of 163, while T ommy 
Mitchell, Accounting, has h igh set 
of 395. Local Office h as high single 
of 606 and high set of 1,687. T he 
first half ends December I 7. 

Mr. and Mrs. W . R. Peyton are surrounded by pieces of furniture and milk 
glass they have collected and refinished. 

The d istri ct supervising engineer 
and member of the Rotary Club 
headed a committee of civic repre
sentatives that made elaborate plans 
for decorations and enlisted help from 
citizens including employees to carry 
them out. Funds were raised , a work 
schedule made, and work begun. 
Under Mr. Burdsal's leadership 
Pikeville has outstanding Christmas 
decorations. 

A trophy for the best sportsman of the 
Logan Businessmen's Softball League 
has been awarded Paul Cantley, Logan 
appliance serviceman. The coveted 
award was made at the league's re
cent annua.l banquet. Paul plays sec
ond base for the Kilowatts, company 
entry in the loop. 

State Winner 

Paul H. Adams is pic.tured with two 
trophies he and his bowling team won 
in the State Elks Bowling Tournament. 
The Logan station man rolled for the 
Logan Elks, which captured first place 
in the state tourney. Paul also rolled 
the high three-game series of the 
tourney with a score of 600. 

W.R. "Biil" and Nita Peyton have 
for many years shared a hobby-col
lecting milk glass and antique furn
iture. 

The Logan power sales engineer, 
who just recently t ransferred from the 
Williamson D istrict, and his wife 
have picked up many pieces for t heir 
collection during vacation trave ling. 
Bill's mJin function in the hobby is 
refinishing the antique furn iture they 
ncqui re. Some of these include a 
mantle clock, a solid red cherry table 
belonging to her great-grandmother 
and estimated to be I 5 0 years old and 
a Birds-Eye maple chai r. Bill has also 
wired for electricity two old oil lamps, 
one in milk glass and the other ame
thyst blue. 

One of their newest pieces of furn
iture is a goose-neck rocke r, which 
they saw on a porch and talked the 
owner in to selling. Bill refinished it 
;:nd added a reed back and bottom. 
They are now upholstering and re
fin ishing an old Captain':; chair which 
they estimate weig!1s 80 pounds. N ita 
will do the needle-work for the 
cushion of the chair. 

E ach piece of furniture takes about 

Pulaski Benevolent Group Officers Elected 

New officers were elecred as the Pulaski District Appalachian Employees 
Benevolent Associotion moved into its second year o~ operation. They are 
from left: G. G. Roseberry, chairman; P. C. Payne, director; J. L. Marshall, 
Jr., director; G. K. Smythers, secretary; A. D. Clark, directo'r; C. A. Schmidt, 
treasurer, and B. B. McCall, director. The Association proved successful in 
its first year of operation. 

~ix months to refinish. That doesn't 
d iscourage them because already they 
are looking for an ice cream table and 
chairs. 

Pikeville Youth Is 
Golf Tourney Champ 

Circuit Breakers Win Beckley's First Quarter 

Robert K. Flynn won a set of golf 
clubs as first prize in a recent handi
cap golf tournament sponsored by the 
Green M eadow 
Country Club. 

The son of 
Bob Flynn, 
Pikeville assist
ant local office 
manager, Robert 
won out over 
club m embers 
and their fam
ilies. The 72-
hole match took 
three weeks to 

Robert Flynn 

Wearing smiles of victory are these members of the Circuit Breakers, first 
quarter bowling champions of the Beckley district league. Team members in
clude from left: Bob West, Jim Crane, Elizabeth Scott, Jim Kirby and captain 
Clyde Marshall. The team compiled a 16-8 record for the title and will meet 
the second quarter champs fdr the first half title. 

complete because of the number of 
contestants. A sophomore at Pikeville 
College, where he is studying engi
neering, Robert is also a member of 
the school's basketball team. 

Coon Hunter 
The coons didn't mind one 

bit when H enry E. Farmer, 
Jr. took time off from hunting 
to read a meter one night. 

H enry, Welch meter reader 
in Grundy, went coon hunting 
one Saturday night and near 
Old H ouse Branch he came 
across a demand meter on one 
of the truck mines. H enry 
knew this meter had to be 
read on Monday and he also 
knew it would take consider
able time to get back to the 
mine to read it. 

So he pulled out his flash
light, read the meter and con
tinued on his merry way with 
coon hunting. 

Seven To Lead Bluefi.eld Group 

I\ 

These seven employees have been elected to offic-es of the Bluefield Employees 
Benevolence Association. They are, seated from left: Eulalia Footo, treasurer; 
Norma J. Longanacre, secretary, and Jack Boyd, chairman. Standing from 
left, all members of the board of directors, are: Bob Gilpin, Joe Whittaker, 
Mary Ruth Whittington and Heber Stafford. 
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Good Neighbor Policy 

Cinders From Logan Plant Help Fill 
Island For School And Recreation Facilities 

Underneath this school site is the lowly cintler, waste 
product of our plants. Cinders were pumped onto this 
island from Logan plant for four years, helping to build 

up and solidify the surface so that the high school, foot
ball field and other facilities could be built. Logan plant 
is at left and the Guyan River is visible around the island. 

T he lowly cinder, a waste product 
of our plants, has become most val
uable around Logan. 

F ive years ago Logan plant began 
a project in cooperation with The 
Gay Coal and Coke Company and 
Logan County officials that has led 
to a new high school, a football field 
and other recreational facilities. 

Scarcity of suitable land left Midel
burg Island, in the G uyan River, 
the only desirable recreational site 
in the Logan area . T he island, lo
cated next door to Logan plant and 
near t he en t rance to the city, was 
small wi th a slope at the south end 
in 195 1. H ard rains had resulted in 
disastrous erosion, which made future 
planning impractical, unless t he 

SEC Rejects Plea 
Against l&M Plant 

T he Securities and Exchange Com
m ission in Washington, D. C., has up
held t he right of Indiana & Michigan 
to construct a $ 5 8-mi llion power plan t 
in Southern Indiana. 

The Comm ission ruling in effect 
rejected the plea by the Public Serv
ice Company of Indiana for an in
vestigation of the proposed plan t in 
Sullivan County. Public Service in 
its p rotest action had contended the 
new plant, combined with transmis
sion lines to other I&M areas, would 
be an extension of the AGE Svstcm 
contrary to the 19 35 Public U tility 
H olding Act. 

In its opinion, the SEC said, " It 
observes no basis fo r concluding that 
the construction would constitute an 
expansion of the American Gas inte
grated utili ty system beyond lim its 
previously found permissible by the 
Commission." 

island surface was drastically changed. 
Then in July 1951 officials of 

Logan Coun ty and the Gay company 
met wi th J. A. Patterson, Logan plant 
manager, to plan developmen t of 
the site. T he coal company agreed 
to truck slate from its operation to 
help fill in the low area of the island. 
Logan plant agreed to pump cinders 
and soot on to the slate to solidify the 
fill. 

From J uly 195 1 until J uly 1955 
the plant pumped 55,000 tons of 
cinders and soot into the fill. T his 
amounted to 4 0,000 cubic yards of 
material. M any more tons of slate 

I&M Plant Honors 
Breed Family Men 

A family name long prominent in 
AGE affai rs has been chosen as the 
name of l &M 's new plant in Sullivan 
County, Indiana. 

Philip Sporn, president of AGE 
and our companies, has announced 
the plant would be called Breed 
Plant. T he plant will house a 4 50,-
000 kw generating unit, one of two 
of the largest and most efficient 
power prod ucing machines in the 
world. 

Three members of the Breed fam
ily were active in di rection of AGE 
for 48 of its first 5 0 years: R ichard 
E . Breed was one of the founders 
and I 5 original directors of the 
company in 1906, was president from 
I 9 1 0 to 1923 and chairman of the 
board from 192 3 until his death in 
1926; George Breed, h is brother, was 
elected a di rector in 1907 and served 
unti l h is death in 1939; and R ichard 
E . Breed III became a director m 
1939 and served until h is death in 
1954. 

Portable Sub Added At Kingsport 

This porta~le substation is the latest addition to Kingsport's equ ipment. 
S.hown moving the sub from a railway siding to the Holston transmission sta
tion are, foreground, from left: Edward Jones, James Spivey, James Murdock 
and Clarence Bryan. Coy Arnold is on the ru nning board of the t.ractor and 
Reese Scarlett is bock of Mr. Murdock. The 5,000 kva transforme r station 
con be moved from Holston ta lines or stations in a matter of minutes. As an 
emergency measure, it helps a ssu re dependable service in the Kingsport area . 
In addition, it will a lso be used ta handle unexpected loads, to replace dam
aged capacity and ta supplement existing capacity. It will be used for tem
porary service and maintenance work and will prove valuable in Kingsport's 
conversion from 22 kv to 33 kv. 

were trucked in by the coal company. 
And what does the once badly

eroded island look like today? A 
senior high school and modern field
house are going up at a cost in excess 
of $2-million. A football stadium 
seating 3,000 and an adjacent 
parking area are completed. A picnic 
area and three softball diamonds are 
also located on top of the fill. 

The lowly cinder is also doing 
other worthwhile civic jobs around 
Logan. Approximately I 0,000 tons 
have been given to municipalit ies, 
business concerns and homeowners 
to use as a base and filler. 

Roanoke First In 
1 Notes1 Activity 

Mr. White Mr. Janes 

Mr. Johnson Mr. Bailey 

Roanoke leads all other AGE Sys
tem divisions through N ovember in 
relative part1c1pation in AGE's 
M onthly Ope1·ating Notes. 

This was revealed in the November 
issue of the publication. A chart 
showing "relative participation by 
field divisions" pointed ou t that while 
Roanoke division is first, others high 
up in the list include Charleston, 
which is tied for third, and Blueii.e Jr! 
and Phil ip Sporn plant, tied for 
seven th . The AGE System is d i,·ided 
into 22 field divisions for "Notes" 
purposes. 

The chart also showed "relati,·e 
number of fi eld items by class," with 
power plants and distribu tion classes 
leading the rest. 

Four men have the responsibility of 
acting as field ed itors for Roanoke di
vision. They are J. L. White, Roa
noke division supervising engineer; 
]. E. J ones, Roanoke-Bluefield di 
vision area development representa
ti ve; P . J. Johnson, hydro supervising 
engineer, and P. L. Bailey, Lynch
burg district superi ntendent. 
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More Good Ideas 

10 Appalachian Employees Contribute 
Articles To 'Monthly Operating Notes' 

Seven of 11 articles in the Novem
ber issue of AGE's Monthly Op
erating Notes were written by Appa
lachian employees. 

H enry Altieri , general utili ty man, 
and R. A. Armistead, line and station 
supervisor, of Roanoke, co-authored 
"Safety Locks For H ydraulic-Ladder 
Controls." T he article describes a 
lock devised for use on controls of 
hydraulically operated ladder trucks. 
This safety measure prevents an ac
cidental releasing of the controls 
when a man is on the ladder. 

J. H . Grimes, Philip Sporn plant 
shift operating engineer, wrote "BFP 
Oil-Cooler Backwashing Method 
Saves T ime, Expense" in which he 
describes the use of a backwashing 
method to periodically clean the boiler 
feed pump oil coolers, thus saving the 
expense and time of mechan ical 
cleanings. 

"Safe Fold Away Load ing Ramp" 
was wri tten by Ralph J. Siner, Roa
noke d istrict meter clerk. Loading 
ramps are built for tractor-trailers 
so that they can unload meters and 
heavy equipment. These ramps are 
too high for service trucks, and an 
ordinary steel plate between the 
load ing ramp and the truck bed was 
unsafe as well as undependable. Mr. 
Siner designed a ramp that is hinged 
to t he loading ramp and can be 
pulled into the position desired. 

T wo Kanawha River plant men, 
C. W. Pannell, maintenance foreman, 
and W. J. Buchanan, J r., main tenance 
supervisor, contributed " Improved 
Sealing Of Pulverizer Spring-Ad
j usting Studs." The men stopped 
coal leakage around pulverizer spring
ad j usting studs by machin ing a 
groove around the stud flange and 
using a sealing ring. 

"Markers For H ot-Line Sticks" 
was written by F . E . W isc, Charleston 
station maintenance nun. H e advises 
using scotch-lite and scotch tape to 
mark the danger point of hot sticks 
rather than the old method of a rub
ber guard , which is hard to keep on. 
T he scotch-l ite is for n ight use and 
another layer of scotch tape, I / 8 
inch thick can be felt through 
gloves. T hus by feel and sight a man 
is warned agai nst holding the stick 
wi thin the recommended safe dis
tance from its "hot" end . 

" Reducing Maintenance Of Ash 
Hoppers By M inor P iping Change" 
was contributed by 0. A. H esson of 
Cabi n C reek plan t. T J1e piping 
change allows a continuous flow of 
cooling water which prevents sudden 
quenching of boiler l iners and extends 
their usefu l life. Previously, they had 
to be replaced almost every month, 
which proved costly and took from 
48 to 96 manhours. 

~ 

Mr. Altieri Mr. Armistead 

Mr. Grimes Mr. Siner 

Mr. Pannell Mr. Buchanan 

Mr. Wise Mr. Hesson 

Mr. Evans Mr. Ja rrell 

The final article was written by 
J. E. Evans, district station foreman, 
and J. K. Jarrell, stationman, of 
Huntington. Called "Cleaning Strain 
Insulators In 2-3 Mi nutes Per Uni t," 
the article describes a system of hose 
trickle and steel wool to clean stra in 
insulators of deposits. The machine "-.../ 
wh ich does this operation saves time 
and money. 

Welch Man Builds Own Home 

James P. Sutphin and his family stand in front of the house he built himself 
this year. The Welch station man helper at Switchba.ck station started in 
April and the family moved in during October. He worked evenings, holidays 
and week-ends to complete the six-room house, doing all the work except the 
plumbing and heating. He drew up his own plans, installed a full-size base
ment and worked at night when he got the house under roof. He bu ilt the 
house on a lot he has owned for severa l years. 
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