
People may doubt 
w hat you s a y , b u t 
they'll always believe 
what you do. 
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plain - and m ost f)f 
them do . 
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Stock Purchase Plan For Employees 0 'f 
All AGE System Companies Is Announced 

Student Trapped In Cave Rescued With 
Help Of Two Bluefield Line Employees 

I 
Announcement of a Stock Purchase 

Plan for employees of all companies 
of the American Gas and Electric 
System was made in late M arch. 

Under terms of the plan, regular 
full- time employees may purchase 
common stock of American Gas and 
Electric Company by either payroll 
deductions or periodic payments, or 
both. 

Employees Get Prospectus 

D etails of the plan were con
tained in a prospectus mailed to the 
homes of employees. Accompanying 
it were a letter from President Philip 
Sporn, a leaflet containing questions 
and answers relating to the plan, a 
copy of the 1956 AGE annual re
port, and two copies of an authori
zation form. 

In his letter, Mr. Sporn said: "The 
plan is one which we believe will 
provide you with a convenient, sys
tematic program for the purchase of 
common stock of American Gas and 
Electric Company, the parent com-

Flood Service 
Brings Title Of 
Kentucky Colonel 

Mr. Fugote Mr. Snodgross 

Outstanding public service brought 
commissions as Kcnrncky Colonels to 
two employees from Governor A. B. 
Chandler. Woody Fugate, H azard 
engineering aide, and G. E. Snod
grass, Ashland general accounting 
department, helped during the re
cent flood period as ham radio op
erators. 

Mr. Fugatc's station was set up 
in his home for four days. Mr. Snod
grass was one of a 3-man party that 
went to Hazard with radio and 
emergency power equipment that was 
used during the flood period. 

Governor Chandler's letter ac
companying the commission said in 
part: "My attention has been called to 
the outstanding work you did as part 
of the amateur radio network which 
kept communications open to the crit
ical areas during the recent dev
astating floods in Eastern Kentucky. 

"On behalf of all Kentuckians, I 
want to commend you for your tire
less and unselfish devotion to your 
duties in order to help your neighbors 
in this time of trouble. Your actions 
exemplified the Christian principles 
of charity, compassion, and the bro
therhood of man, and I firmly be
lieve that so long as we have this 
spirit in Kentucky, our Common
wealth's future greatness is assured. 

" Please accept the enclosed Ken
tucky Colonel's Commission as a 
token of my personal gratitude and 
the deep appreciation of the people 
of Kentucky." 

pany in our System, thus enabling 
you to share as an owner in the growth 
of the American Gas and Electric 
System." 

Payroll deductions (in whole dol
lar amounts) may be authorized by 
the employee from a minimum of $5 
per month to a maximum of I Oo/o 
of his regular salary or wages for the 
particular month. 

If the periodic payment plan is 
chosen, the employee may make pay
ments of not less than $ 10 (in whole 
dollar amounts) but no more than 
I 00 shares may be purchased in this 
manner in any 12-month period. 

Or the employee may choose to par
ticipate in the plan by both methods. 

Three Principol Points 

Mr. Sporn emphasized in his letter 
three principal points: 

I . T he Company is not attempting 
to induce any employee to buy its 
stock, and no member of the Company 
is authorized to urge any employee to 
participate; 

2. E ach employee should carefully 
consider his own personal financial 
obligations before deciding to par
ticipate in the plan, and, 

3. The employee should bear in 
mind that both the price of the stock 
and the rate of dividends paid on the 
stock arc subj cct to fluctuation, up 
or down, and that the Company can 
give no assurance as to the course of 
the stock price or the dividend rate. 

Under the plan, the purchase of 
stock will be handled by a custodian, 
R . 0. Whitman, treasurer of the 
American Gas and Electric Company 
and of its subsidiary companies. 

Actual price of each share of stock 
purchased by the custodian will de
pend upon movement of the stock 
market. At the end of each month, 
the custodian will determine the 
average price paid for all shares pur
chased by h im during that month 
and the employee will be charged 
this average price. All expenses in 
connection with the custodian's p ur
chase of the stock, such as commissions 
and brokerage fees, will be paid by 
the company. 

The employee will become 
owner of the stock as soon as it is 
purchased. When he has acquired at 
least one full share, the custodian will 
deliver to him a certificate for it. 
After that, a certificate will be pro
vided every time the employee has 
accumulated at least five fu ll shares 
(unless instructed to accumulate a 
larger number of shares) . A sta te
ment of the employee's account wi ll 
be furnished whenever a certificate 
is delivered and at least once a yea r. 

T he employee has voting rights as 
an owner of American Gas and Elec
tric Company as soon as one share of 
stock has been acqu ired for his ac
count. 

Employees may change the amount 

(Su Stock Plan, Page 3) 

a 
Holding the linemon's be lt thot he lped in the rescue of o VPI student from 
0 Tozewell County cove ore these key figures in the dromo. From the left 
they ore: I. F. Houston, Bluefield working foremon ; Thomos Buckner, VPI 
student; Hershel Wade, Jr., VPI student; and Todd Harris, lineman. The res
cued student was recuperating in a hospital when the picture was taken. 

A VPI student, trapped I 00 feet 
down in a cave in T azewell County, 
was rescued M arch 22 wi th the help 
of two quick-acting Bluefield district 
employees. 

I. F. H ouston, working foreman, 
and J. H . "Todd" Harris, lineman, 
both members of Dave Rowe's crew, 
rushed to the cave entrance after re
ceiving word of the student's plight. 
U sing the winch on their line truck 
and a lineman's belt, they were able 
to pull the exhausted student out of 
the cave. H e was suffering from 
shock and was taken to a Richlands 
hospital where he has recovered. 

H ershel W ade, Jr., of Covington, 
f;rst-year man at the school, told em
ployc:es what happened. H e and 
Thomas Buckner, of Bradford, Pa., 
also a freshman, and J ames Quinlin, 

second-yea r man from New York 
City, had planned on spending sev
eral days explori ng caves in the 
county. All three are members of a 
spelunkers club (cave explorers). 

Stream Swells Suddenly 

T hey entered the cave about noon 
of a sunny day, going around a small 
stream of water spilling into the en
trance. T he first ledge they reached 
was I 00 feet down, but they went 
on to the bottom, 45 0 feet down. 
After exploring for several hours, they 
went back to the I 00-foot ledge on 
their way ou t of the cave. Their en
trance was blocked by the stream, 
which had sw~lled to a falls. T he 
water was icy and there was no way 
of staying dry. Q uinlin got wet. 
Trying to climb back up the I 00-
foot rope, he became exhausted. 

Work Under Way On Clinch River Plant The other two ascended and man
aged to drag themselves out of the 
wa ter. They rushed to a nearby 
phone and notified Sheriff E. P. Mc
Glothin, who in turn called Appa
lachian. 

This is a partial view of the 45-acre site of Appalachian's 
new Clinch River plant. Foundation for the main build
ing is in the center of the picture, while the warehouse 

area is at left. In the right foreground is the concrete 
plant. At the right, out of camera range, is the cooling 
tower location and the ash storage area. 

Construction on several phases of 
Clinch R iver plant is progressing 
rapidly. Bridge, building and line 
work are under way as employees have 
started moving to the site for the $5 5-
million plant at Carbo in the Abing
don district. 

The initial grading and excava tion 
which began last J une 15 has been 
completed-4 5.53 acres of the plant 
site have been cleared and grubbed 
as 9 19,391 cubic yards of earth and 
7 5, 946 cubic yards of rock have been 
moved. 

An access bridge across Clinch 
River is being built. The rock back
fill on the foundation to the main 
building, the foundat ion for the cool
ing towers and construction of store-

room and warehouses arc in progress. 
Several phases are already complete. 

Railroad sidings throughout the plant 
area have been laid and the coal stor
age area and river banks have been 
seeded with grass. A cyclone fence 
has been erected around the entire 
plant property and a rock quarry has 
been opened. Concrete plants have 
gone up and construction offices, re
cently completed, are being occupied. 

Employment has reached 31 8 
workers, of which 50 are Appalachian 
employees under the direction of 
E arle Snodgrass, supervising engineer. 
A recent personnel development was 
naming J ohn A. Patterson, Logan 
plant manager, as Clinch River plant 
manager. 

A $5 0 -million l ine building pro
gram is under way. Surveying, map
ping and securing right of way have 
started on 132-kv double circu its from 
the plant to Beaver Creek station in 
the Pikeville district, Saltville station 
in the Pulaski district and H ill station 
in the Abingdon d istrict. Already 
complete is a line from W est Kings
port to Hill station to tic into the 
Clinch R iver-H ill line. A certain 
amount of change in equipment will 
be necessary at the three stations to 
handle the new circuits. 

The firs t of the plant's two 225,-
000 kw units is scheduled for com
pletion in the spring of I 9 5 8 and 
the plant will be in full operation la te 
that year. 

Employees Rush To Scene 

Our employees rushed to the scene 
from their homes-it was about 
5 a. m. M r. H ouston brought the 
truck with him. W ade volunteered to 
go back in the cave and was lowered 
by the winch line. H e strapped the 
lineman's belt under the exhausted 
Quinlin's arms and the latter was 
slowly hoisted to the surface. Dr. 
Jack Witten, well-known TazeweH 
County physician, was at the cave en
trance by this time and treated the 
unconscious boy on the spot. H e 
was then removed to the hospital. 

The other two students were both 
near collapse and T odd H arris took 
them home with him, where they 
got hot showers, breakfast and a warm 
bed. Undaunted, the two students 
planned to rescue their equipment 
from the cave and explore several 
others before returning to school. 

5% Wage Increase 
Effective April 1 
A 5 % wage increase became 

effective April 1 for employees 
of our three companies. The 
general wage increase was ap
plied in accordance with past 
practices. 

Management explained that 
the increase was the result of 
good progress last year and the 
promising outlook for 1957. 
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No Matter What We 
Call Him - He's Tops 

W e have less personal con tact wit h 
our cu stomers today tha n ever before. 
H ow d id t his happen? 

T e lepho nes, b i-monthly bil ling, m et ers 
located on t he outside of hou ses ra t her 
t han inside as in the o ld d ays, and b ills 
paid by mai l a n d at collect ion agencies 
h ave cu t down o n the numbe r of t im es we 
get to talk with ou r cu sto m e rs p erson a lly. 

This m ean s the re maining cu s tomer 
co n tacts a re m ore a n d m o re impo rt a nt. 
T he cu rren t E m p loyee Informatio n Pro
g ra m , "Employee-Cu stomer Con tacts", 
po in ts o u t t h at we must m a ke every con
tac t cou nt. W e s ho u ld consider t h e con
tact a special occasion wh en we get a 
cha nce to show o u r cu stomers t he kin d of 
folks we rea lly are. 

A customer may not be as impressed 
w ith the fact o u r genera ting pla nts a re 
among the world's best as he is when ou r 
serviceman leaves the kitchen clean 
after repairing a range. I t is the little 
thin gs we do, as employees o f ou r com
pan ies, t h at t h e custom er rem embers 
best. After a ll , cu stomers a re p eople 
an d are p rimarily in te rested in w ha t 
othe r people do. 

Our attitu de toward cu stom ers and 
t he a t ten tion we g ive them stick w it h 
t he cu stomer. H e expect s prompt a nd 
personal service. And w hen he pays h is 
e lectric bi ll, he expect s someth ing in re
t u rn. E lectricity is freq uen t ly taken for 
gran ted, so it is up to u s to make elec
tricity appreciated. Quit e often , h is 
opinion of o u r produ ct and o u r compan y 
is determined by t he treatmen t h e re
ceives as a customer. 

Someone once said: " T he hotel calls 
h im a g uest, t he doctor a patien t, t he 
educa to r a studen t , t he banker a de
pos itor, the politician a con s ti t uen t, t he 
re ta ile r a shopper. No matter w ha t you 
call hi m, he is always t he cu stomer, a nd 
he's t h e most important fellow in you r 
life." 

Safety Hits Home 
Safety really h its h o m e t h is issu e as 

children of employees tell why the ir 
dads' safety is impor tan t to t h em. 

With just a few words, t hay m ake t he 
story of safety come to l ife in t he ir 
answers to t he q u es tio n th is month. They 
a lso s how w hy safety is as importan t t o 
a ll members of t he fam ily as to t he e m
p loyee h imself . 

In case any of u s m igh t ever ten d t o for
get t he importance of safe t y- w he ther 
at work, w h ile driving, a t home or while 
p laying- t hen t hese children 's a nswers 
should serve as a rem inder. For safety's 
sake, read t hem . 

THE ILLUMINATOR 

Why do you want your Dad 
to work safely? 

CAROL, 10, Daughter of L. J. Mills, 
Lineman, Welch 

I wan t my father to work safely because, 
I know that safety is important in any ki nd 
of work. I love my fa ther and look forward 
to each evening when he "comes home. 

H e is a lineman and I ,know that his work 
can be dangerous if he is not ca reful. Often 
he goes out at night to work on the lines, 
when it is snowing or raining. 

I know by reading the paper and listening 
to the radios that many people are ki lled or 
hurt every day by bei ng careless. 

(Please be careful) 

DIANE, 12, Daughter of J. R. Crump, 
Line Foreman, Point Pleasant 

I want my dad to work safely because I 
like to do things wi th h im, and do not wan t 
him to get hurt. N obody wants an acciden t 
to happen. If he would have an accident and 
someone else would get hu rt too, it would 
be worse than ever. I wouldn't want him to 
get hurt because of the hardsh ips that the rest 
of the family would have to go through, and 
because of the suffering that daddy would 
have. And so that is why I want my Dad 
to work safely. 

HOPE, IL Daughter Of J. R. Wolford, 
System Transmission Line Foreman, 
Bluefield 

I want my daddy to work safely first, be
cause we need and love him. I know his 
job can be very dangerous, and if he isn' t 
careful at all ti mes, he m igh t get hurt, and 
get others hurt, too. I want to be proud of 
my daddy, and if he is a safe worker then 
I can be proud of him, because he is teaching 
others how to work safely. In this way he 

can help other girls and boys to have and 
keep a happy home. 

GEORGE, IL Son Of Owen Wilson, 
Mechanical Maintenance Man, Cabin 
Creek Plant 

I want my father to work safely at the 
Cabin Creek Appalachian Electric Plant so 
he will be able to go swimming, hunting, 
fishing, and on camping trips. H e needs to 
work so that he can help me to get an edu
ca tion. 

My father's fellow workers think that safe 
people are more interesting to work with 
than unsafe people. I want h im to work 
safely and insure safety for his fellow worke rs 
so that he and his buddies will live longer. 

T he key to a long life is to practice safety. 

BARBARA ANN, 10, Daughter of 
J. W. Peery, General Serviceman. Roa
noke 

I want my father to work safely because he 
is my buddy and I am his. H e means the 
world to me. He has been my buddy e1·er 
since I was a baby. He never forgets my 
birthday, Easter, and all of the holidays. M y 
buddy likes dogs and I like dogs too. W e 
talk about our dogs together. H e is a real 
pal to me. 

I n the summer we go swi mming together. 
W e go hunting together. He likes all animals. 
Buddy goes fishing and I go too. 

Father is a good man. I love to help my 
buddy in the garden. 

SANDRA, 12, Daughter of Hubert C. 
Greene, Kingsport 

Why I want my dad to work safely: 

April 1957 

The reason why I want my dad to work 
safely is because I love him and that he 
means so m uch to our family. Not only the 
food and clothing he provides for us, but, 
the happiness he adds to our home. 

Another is if he works safely he might help 
to pre1•ent accidents from happening to others 
as well as himself. 

I am thankful he has a safety meeting each 
week, that helps h im to be more thoughtful 
every day. 

By unsafe work there are many ch ildren 
today left without a daddy. So as we work or 
play we should do it safely. 

CHILDREN Of A. R. NeaL Jr .. Division 
Supervising Engineer, Huntington 

(The child ren answer the ~uestion in the 
order they appear, from left, in the picture.) 

Carolyn, 9: So he can help other people. 
We play with Daddy, baseball and football. 
All the time he teaches us the right way and 
the safe way. Children should learn to play 
safely too. 

Susan, 12: Our Daddy working safely is 
important to us because we love him. H ome 
wouldn't be any fun if Daddy got hu rt. 
T hat's why we want our Daddy and every
body's daddy to work safely. 

Butch, 7: So he can show me how to work 
safely. My Daddy helps me build wi th erector 
set that has a motor, and you have to work 
safely with that. I want him to teach me to 
do things the right way. 

BEVERLY, 12, Daughter Of Bearl Ewen, 
Hazard District Lineman 

My daddy is a lineman and I know h is 
job is very dangerous. I also know when he 
is working with live wires he must have h is 
mind on his work at all times. I try not to 
worry my Daddy. I try to stay well and avoid 
accidents so he won't be worrying about me. 

Good linemen aren't made overnight-so 
my Daddy must work safe for not only me and 
my mother's sake but for everyone else that 
uses electricity. 

I j ust couldn't think of growing into wo
manhood or celebration, holidays, especially 
Christmas, without my D addy. So see my 
Daddy must work safely for next to J esus my 
Daddy is the man in my life. 
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Full-Time Operation 

Small Railroad At Glen Lyn Does Big Job 
It's small as rai lroads go, but the 

Glen Lyn plant railway system is ~ 

beehive of activity. 
Actually two locomotives make up 

the railroad, but coal cars belonging 
to the Norfolk & W cstcrn and Vir
gin ian Railways pass through the plant 
yards all day. Coal is the number one 
reason for the railroad at the plant--
at least 3 0 cars of coal a cL1y are 
h auled to some poin t in the plant 
yards. The locomotives cover about 
eight miles a day, seven days a week. 

The N&W and Virginian Railways 
bring loaded coal cars to the poin t 
where their tracks meet Glen Lyn's 
three-mile track system. Then the 
Glen Lyn railroad takes over. Ei thcr 
the plant's 45-ton locomotive or 80-
ton locomotive will pick up the cars 
and move them to the unloadi ng 
center. H ere the coal is dum ped 
in to the coal crusher or moved to 
the coal storage lot. 

Winter operation of the railroad 
may mean extra work- w hen the 
coal is frozen in the cars it is thawed 
by moving the ca rs over oil-fired 
thawing pi ts. There arc eight such 
pits beneath the siding tracks. 

Help In Construction 
While moving coal is the major 

purpose of the railroad system, the 
larger locomotive was used to move 
pieces of equipment in construction 
of the plant's new unit No. 6. This 
engi ne was bought in 1944 afte r 
the railroad system at the plant was 
se t up. This happened when Unit 
No. 5 was completed at the plan t. 
The new, smaller engine was pur
chased last year to move coal whi le 
the other one was engaged in con
struction work, and as an auxil iary 

Pulaski Man Heads 
Management Club 

H oward B. N ewland, Pulaski dis
trict personnel supervisor, has been 
elected president of the Pulaski In
dustrial Management Club. H e has 
served as first vice president and treas-

Mr. Newland 

urer in the club. 
H e is also a 

member of the 
YMCA board 
of di rectors, of 
Pulask i BPOE 
Lodge 1 067 
and command
ing officer of 
the U.S. Army 
Reserve unit. 
H e holds the 
ran k of Lt. 
Colonel. 

Mr. N ewland joined the company 
in J anuary 193 7 as a payroll clerk. 

~ H e has been in his present position 
since August 1952. 

\ , 

Employee Officers 

New officers of the Abingdon Em
ployees Club have been elected. They 
are, seated from left : Olen G. Quillen, 
president, and Ruth Dolinger, secre
tary; standing from left : Glen Settle, 
treasurer, and Charles Bailey, vice 
president. 

locomotive. Both are diesel engines. 
Glen Lyn's new unit has also 

meant the layi ng of new track and 

relocation of several old pieces. Plant 
employees lay the track for the rail
road and perform maintenance on 
the track and locomotives. The loco
motives can be sent back to the fac· 
tory for repair of serious mechanica 
d ifficulties. 

The rai lroad is operated by nine 
men- D. T. Brown, C. H. Shumate, 
W. H. Dillow, R. M. Trent, K. E. 
Beasley, 0. L. Whitlow, Frank Agee, 
R. G. E lliott and T. E . D ent. The 
track is maintai ned by the labor gang 
supervised by C. M. Smith and the 
coal handling department is super
vised by J. 0. H eslep, coal handling 
supervisor, and D. T. Brown, coal 
and ash handling foreman. 

Pausing during operation of Glen Lyn plant's railway system are these em
ployees, part of the group responsible for the railroad. In the cab of the 
locomotive is O. L. Whitlow, locomotive operator. Standing from left are: 
T. E. Dent, brakesman; 'R. G. Elliott, brakesman; D. T. Brown, coal and 
ash handling foreman; and K. E. Beasley, locomotive operator. 

Stock Plan 
(Co11ti111ud from Page 1) 

of their payroll deduction or direct 
payment at any time, or they may 
withdraw from the plan at any time. 
In either case, written authorization 
is required . l n the case of with
drawal, the custodian will close out 
the employee's account, de liver to 
him a certifi cate for the number of 
full shares he ld by him for such ac
coun t, as well as a check for any un
invested fu nds remaining in the ac
coun t. 

Should an employee wish to sell 
all or part of his stock, he may do so 
through a broker. The Company 
will ne ither purchase such stock nor 
serve as a broker in connection w ith 
such a sale. 

Dividends will be paid directl,v 
to the employee on stock for which 
certificates have been received. On 
stock held by the custodian for the 
employee's account, the dividends 
will be applied to the purchase of 
addi tional stock just as are the pay
roll deductions or direct payments. 

In the prospectus, it was pointed 
out that the price range of the AGE 
common stock (as adj ustcd for stock 
splits and stock dividends) had var
ied during the past five years from 
a low of $ 17.89 in 1953 to a high 
of $43.50 in 1956. The price m 
mid-March was about $36. 

If You Have A 
Question 

For answers to questions 
which may arise about the Stock 
Pu rchase Plan, employees arc 
urged to con tact their super
visor. 

'-.!':::~I NEW DEVELOPMENTS 
r~··.~ IN THE 

l•f ~~ &~ 1~d«4t'Uf ... ~·<'lt 
(The following items are based on material 
appearing in recent issues of "Electrical 
World.") 

Water, Water Everywhere: 
T otal use of water by a steam gen
erating plant, according to a Federal 
Power Commission survey, is i 5 gal
lons per kwhr. O nly 0.2 ga llons is 
lost by evaporation. 

No Hot Seat: Northern States 
Power Co. in Mi nnesota is pu tting 
aluminum "pants" on wooden poles 
and tower structu res in areas where 
grass fi res are common. The pants 
are a thin sheet of aluminum ex
tending from the ground to I 2 fee t 
above. 

Coal By Pipe: Eastlake gcncrn t
ing station of Cleveland E lectric 
llluminating Company wi ll soon get 
80 per cent of its coll by pipeline. 
The coal is finely ground and mixd 
with wate r in a one-to-one ra tio. 
The slurry is then fed into the pipe
line at G eorge town, 0., I OR miles 
from Cleveland. About 3,500 tons 
a day w ill be ca rri ed . 

Scaredy Cat: Seattle Ci ty L ight 
linemen rescued 114 "scared" ca ts 
from poletops in 1956. 

Comes The Lull: There will 
be fewer hurri canes in the United 
States for years to come, predicts 
Gordon E. Dunn, U. S. Weather 
Bureau's chief hurri cane forecaster 
in the southern U. S. H e sa id a 
20-year hurricane cycle-which has 
brough t high storm incidence for the 
last few years-should be ending in 
19 5 8. H e foresees "one or two" a 
year during the lull. 
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Appalachian Electric Power Company 
Abingdon District 

ANDREW S. BUCHANAN from business administration trainee to 
junior contract entr~· and f inal bi ll clerk. 

Charleston District 

CHARLES F. CARUTHERS from clerk-typist to meter service helper, 
meter department; C. L. WILKINSON from lineman A to area service
man, T&D line section; J. P . SMOLDER from draftsman, junior, to 
d raftsman, senior, T &D engineering. 

Fieldale District 

AUBRE Y S. H ARLOWE from senior bookkeeper, local accounting, to 
stenographer, managerial; CLIFFORD F. OSBORNE from truck driver
groundman to lineman C. 

Lynchburg District 

J AMES R. DORMAN from meterman C to engineering aide; LF.WIS 
D. EVANS from area sales representative to heating and builder sales 
representa ti ve 

Point Pleasant District 

R. L. BARNETTE from ground man to lineman C ; R. D. M ILLER 
from l ineman C to l ineman B. 

Roanoke District 

B. T. BRYANT from mate r service helper to meter reader; W. E. 
COLLINS from groundman to truck driver-groundman ; J. A. DEYERLE 
from junior PBX operator, local accounting, to junior T&D clerk, T&D en
gineering; F. G. LLOYD from lineman B to li neman A; L. H. PRICE from 
lineman A to general serviceman, T &D line and station; R. J. SI F.R from 
junior meter clerk to senior meter clerk; D. N. SINK from truck driver
groundman to lineman C; J. R. SLA UGHTF.R from senior T &D clerk to 
engineeri ng aide; CONNIF. S. STRICKLAND from junior clerk to cle rk
typist, T&D engineeri ng; W . S. W ILLIAMS from junior clerk to junior 
PBX operator, local accounting. 

Philip Sporn Plant 

CARL J. GIBBS from temporary laborer to laborer ; KENNETH E. 
H ARRIS from laborer to helper; J AMES R . HOFFMAN from temporary 
laborer to laborer ; J AMES R. PROFITT from temporary laborer to 
laborer ; ROBERT G . RHODES from laborer to helper; VERG IL G. 
ROUSH from laborer to helper. 

Welch District 

C. E. SPRAKER from groundman to lineman C, Grundy; JOE L. 
MULLENS from business administration trainee to jun ior meter clerk. 

Williamson District 

EDDIE SOLOVEY from rodman to junior draftsman. 

Kentucky Power Company 
Ashland District 

JOHN A. SH UTT, JR. from laborer to meter reader. 

Kingsport Utilities, Inc. 

LENA HENSLE Y from clerk-stenographer to j unior T &D clerk. 

Geysers Turn Up 
In Strange Places 

Sometimes you j ust can't 
quite believe what you see. 

Such was the case with 
George Hairston, Williamson 
janitor. George was astounded 
recently when he noticed sev
e ral minia ture geysers spouting 
from the sidewalk in front of 
the local office bui lding. To 
compound the mystery, he 
fou nd nothing ou t of ord er 
when he checked water con
nections in and around the 
building. 

So back he went to the gey
se rs and n o t e d they were 
springing from the cracks in 
the walk. The city water de
partment finally cleared up the 
mystery. 

An ancien t unused pipeline 
which had been capped and 
forgotten long before Appa
lachian built at thi s site in 
1940 had sprung leaks. T he 
sidewalk was torn up and the 
water turned off. 

Members Appointed 
To Safety Committees 

A total of 22 employees from all 
over Appalachian have been appointed 
to the System-Wide Safety Subject 
Commi ttees for 195 7- 58. 

Appoin ted to each of the three 
committees were: 

Transmission and Distribution Sub
ject- George E. H ervey, Point 
Pleasant, chairman; J ohn J. Arm
strong, Roanoke system ; R. A. Armi
stead, Roanoke; C. M . J ackson, 
Abingdon; Paul E. H illiard , Blue
fi eld ; E. T . Gi lls, Bluefield system; 
and J. L. T witty, Poin t Pleasant. 

Miscellaneous Subj ects- C. C. 
Darrah, Williamson, chairman ; Earl 
Stone, Charleston ; Earl Goodbar, 
Huntington ; J ack Burnette, F ieldale ; 
F. M . Cloyd, Lynchburg; icholas 
Roomy, Logan; and J. M. Brown, 
P ulaski. 

Plant Subject-E. W. H ogg, Roa
noke system, chairman ; C. G. Cough
lin, Cabin Creek ; L. E. Turner, 
Glen Lyn; H. C. Skaggs, Kanawha 
Ri ver ; A. G . M ehlman, P hi lli p 
Sporn ; Paul Schneider, Logan; .J. A. 
Patterson, C linch River ; and P. J. 
Johnson, Roanoke system. 
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Welch District 
Cummings P. Wyatt, Jr., Grundy 

truck d river-groundman, has returned 
to work after a three months' illness. 

Clyde E . Dangerfield, Pocahontas 
meter serviceman, is back at work 
after an operation . 

Sank Smi th, personnel supervisor, 
presided as chairman of the Board of 
Review for Scout Troop No. 9. 

Thelma C. Taylor, Grundy con
tract clerk, h as returned to work after 
an illness of two months. 

Nell Smith, wife of the personnel 
supervisor, is recuperating at home 
after an illness. 

Will iam C . Groseclose, adminis
trative assistant, a trended the Sou them 
States Safety Conference in Rich
mond. 

William, son of A. F. H orne, dis
trict manager, has graduated from the 
Nav:il Officers Candidate School at 
Newport, R. I. 

Bluefield District 
Eva A. Walthall, Princeton office, 

and Lesl ie D alton, Jr:, engineering, 
have resigned. 

Leroy Poythress, d ivision civi l en
gineer, has returned to work after a 
three months' illness. 

Sam, son of Ivan French, system 
transmission man, and J effie, son 
of W. J. Gillespie, J r., Bluefi eld dis
trict manager, were delegates to the 
district convention of the Key Club 
at Old Point Comfort. Jeffie is pres
ident elect of the Club fo r the com
ming year. 

Arnold Crotty, Ray Eskew, Norma 
J. Longanacre, Dixon Jones, Robert 
Jones and J ack Spraker have com
pleted the Standard First Aid Cour~e 

given by the American Red Cross. 

Edna Ayers is a new employee in 
the Princeton offi ce. 

Sympathy is extended H arry Gar
ber on the death of his fathe r. 

Pulaski District 
Mrs. W . S. Johnson, w ife of the 

Marion retired employee, is im
proving at home after hospitalization . 

Mrs. D. P. Minichan, wife of the 
district manager, at tended the An
nual State DAR meeting at Roanoke 
as Regent from the Pu lask i chapter. 

Barbara Gayle, daughter of W . T. 
Simpson, Radford Arsenal Steam Plant 
maintenance mechanic, has been 
awarded the Good Citizenship Award 
of the G enera l Wi lliam Campbell 
Chapter, Daughte:·s of the American 
Revolution, for 1957. 

H. L . Honeycutt, Byll esby hydro 
operator, has returned to work after 
an illness of several weeks. 

Mrs. Gleason K. Smythers, wife 
of the T&D clerk, has been elected 
president of the Pulaski Council of 
Church Women. 

Mrs. Frank Lowman, wife of the 
appliance serviceman, is recovering at 
home after several man ths' ill ness 
and hospi talization. 

Mrs. Adelcne Newman, com
mercial, has been elected treasurer 
of the Pulaski Order of Eastern Star. 

Wives of Pulask i employees also hon
ored with offices are Mrs. J ohn 
Spencer, Mrs. John R. Hudson, Mrs. 
W. E . Mi ller, M rs. Stanley Smith 
and Mrs. Dorothy Shepherd, mother 
of co-op student, Jam es N . Shepherd. 

Sympathy is extended Posey C . 
Payne, transportation supervisor, on 
the death of his sister-in-law. 

Abingdon District 

Barbara Winter, home economist, 
and Nancy Caldwell, accounting, have 
retu rned to work after being in an 
automobile accident. 

J ack F rier, personnel supervisor, 
gave a safety presentat ion entitled 
"A Safety Treasure Chest" at the 
recent Vi rginia and Southeastern 
Safety Conference in Richmond. 

(See Abingdon, Page 8) 

Jimmy Anderson has resigned from 
the stores department. 

Samuel E. Russell, lineman, has re
turned to work after recoveri ng from 
an automobile accident. 

Mrs. Carl E. K ilgore, w ife of the 
line section employee, is recovering 
at home after an operation. 

Hazard District 
Mrs. Kay Begley has retu rned to 

work after being off three weeks for 
an appendectomy. 

Mary Lou Teague, who recently 
resigned, was honored with a buffet 
supper by the gi rls of Hazard district. 
T hose attending included Kay Beg
ley, Mary Franks, Tommy Jean Gab
bard, Clydia Combs, D oris Combs, 
Pauline Garrett, Pat Farmer, Levburn 
Cody, Nannie Faye H erd, Margie 
Wilder, M argaret Baker, Rita Barker, 
Dixie Lee Napier, La Redith Pratt, 
Wilma Combs, Eunice D ixon, Joyce 
Combs. 

Pikeville District 

Troy Gene Lee, meter serviceman, 
has resigned. 

Mrs. Winifred Marrs, wife of re
tired employee Ed M arrs, has re
turned home after hospital ization. 

Sympathy is extended V. A. Syck, 
li ne foreman, on the death of his 
father , and to Claude J ustice, area 
representati1'e, on the death of h is 
father- in-law. 

Ashland District 

New employees include J oe N eal 
Kessee, stores, and George Walter 
H all, substation. 

The Malo Club held a dinner 
meeting at the Patio recently. 

R. E. Conley, maintenance man, 
and Eddie Stewart, material clerk, 
have resigned. 

Sympathy is extended C lay C. 
Daniels on the death of his father. 

THI: lLLUMINAtOR 

Lynchburg District 

Robert Layne, organist-choir di
rector of W est Lynchburg Baptist 
Church, was in charge when the 
Lynchburg Choristers Guild presented 
its you th choirs. Robert is the son 
of Ernest D. Layne, meterman. 

Mrs. W. L. Booth, Jr. , wife of the 
electrical engineer, was installed as 
Worthy Matron of Lynchburg Chap
ter No. 54- Order of Eastern Star. 

J une B. Woodson, j un ior merchan
dise order and billing clerk, has re
signed. 

L. G . Dougan, district personnel 
supervisor, and J. R. Martin, line 
and station supervisor, attended the 
Southern Safety Conference in Rich
mond. 

Mrs. B. C. Cook, wife of the ma
terial clerk, has been elected treas
urer of the Lynchburg Association 
of Insurance W omen. 

Sympathy is extended William 
Davis, building service janitor, and 
J asper Davis, commercial janitor, on 
the death of their fa ther. 

Lynchburg district employees were 
presented a plaque from the Com
munity Chest for the h igh percen t
age of employee participation in the 
recent campaign. Lynchburg em
ployees contributed a total of $626.50. 

Sympathy is extended F. M. Cloyd, 
district commercial manager, on the 
death of h is sister and Earl R. Dris
kill, dealer sales representative, on the 
death of his fa ther-in-law. 

Fieldale District 

Richard A. Youngman, district en
gineer, was awarded a certificate fo r 
completion of the National Resources 
Conference conducted by the Indus
trial College of the Armed Forces. 

Virginia G. H ancock, home econ
omist, is a patient in a Roanoke 
hospital. 

Trudy, wife of J. W. Eanes, meter, 
is recuperating at home after recent 
surgery. 

Ronny, son of M. W. Brown, local 
office manager, was presented the 
highest rank of W ebelos in Cub Scouts 
recently, the f irst Cub Scout to re
ceive this honor in Fieldale. 

W. G. Gourley, district superin
tendent, and Ammon Sears, Stuart 
area supervisor, attended the Safety 
conference in Richmond. 

D ot Via, who recently resigned, 
was honored with a shower given by 
Betty Romero, Anita Few and Audrey 
H arlowe at Mrs. H arlowe's home. 

Betty Romero, who was transferred 
to Roanoke, was given a luncheon at 
the Chesapeake Restaurant by Anita 
Few, Virginia Mullins and Audrey 
Harlowe. 

Roanoke District 

T. A. Kirby, safety supervisor, 
attended the Southern Safety Con
ference in Richmond. 

About 3 5 0 district, division and 
system employees took the diabetic 
and serological blood tests given by 
the State H ealth Department. 

April 195'7 

Margaret Ann Smith, stenographer, ~ 
Mary Ann G risso, clerk-stenographer, ~ "'~' 
and Barbara Ann Boitnott, stenog- !llllJl'!l~IJ.,l 
rapher, attended the Secretarial _ ";!.r!~!~'!.J''/' 
Wo:·kshop sponsored by the National ••fllliiiiiliiM~ 
Secre:aries Association at the Patrick 
H enry Hotel. Beckley District 

John B. Whitmore, J r., son of the 
di vision commercial manager, grad
ua ted from N aval Officers Candidate 
School at Newport, R. I., and has 
been commissioned an Ensign. 

John M. Peck, Jr., area sales repre
sentative, has announced he w ill £eek 
re-election to the Botetourt-Craig 
seat in the Virginia House of Dele
gates. 

J. D. Lawrence, di vision manager, 
J. B. Whitmore, division commercial 
manager, J. L. White, division su
pervising engineer, E. L. Munday, 
J r., assistant district manager, and 
R. A . Armistead, line and station 
supervisor, attended the two-week 
National Resources Conference at 
H otel Roanoke. 

(See Roanoke, Page 8) 

Huntington District 

New employees in the district m
clude Duddie Thomas, Ann M. 
Kingrey, and Ruth Ann Mays, system 
billing. 

C. H. Price, division personnel 
supervisor, is recuperating at home 
after a hea rt attack. 

R. T. H ibner, records supervisor, 
is recuperati ng at home after being 
confined in the hospital due to illness. 

H arvey A. McGowan, lineman, 
is recovering from surgery. 

Roy M. Bates, instrument man 
who has been off four months, is re
cuperating at home from an injury. 

Rebecca C. Farmer and Sue Ward 
have resigned from system billing. 

Roy Birnbaum, engineering aide, 
has returned home from New York 
City where he went for surgery. 

Sympathy is extended George W. 
Akers on the death of his mother. 

Logan District 
M. A. "Sonny" Whi te, lineman 

A, has been elected Esteemed Loyal 
Knight in the Elks Club. M. R. 
Atkinson, administrative assistant, and 
T. L. H enritze, line foreman, were 
elected trustees. 

Gene Brooks, meter reader, is a 
new employee in local accounting. 

Sheffey N. Massey, J r., co-op stu
dent engineer, presented a program 
of several voice selections to the Logan 
Rotary Club. 

Alda H. Jones, contract clerk, at
tended a tea given by M rs. Cecil H. 
Underwood, wife of the Governor, 
at the executive mansion in Charles
ton. 

Logan Plant 

J. R. Blankenship, administrative 
assistant, presented a talk on recent 
changes in the American Red Cross 
Standard First Aid procedure at the 
monthly commercial department safety 
meeting. 

Albert J. Stowers is a new plant 
janitor. 

A supervisory dinner was held re
cently honoring C. M . Blevins, who 
retired as a plant guard, and J. A. 
Patterson, who has been appointed 
Clinch Rive r plant manager. 

Sympathy is extended R. L. Mc
Comas, senior time clerk, on the death 
of his aunt, and Bee Queen, shift 
supervisor, on the death of his step
father. 

(See Williamson, Page 10) 

J. S. H icks, li ne section, has been 
confined in the hospi ta] for several 
weeks. 

Lewis C. Jones, station section, is 
convalescing at home after recent 
hospi talization. 

Among the new employees are 
T obey A. Craddock, engineering; 
Billy C. Noel, line section; and Sam 
H. Williams, Jr., station section. 

Sympathy is extended J.P. Hughes 
on the death of his grandmother and 
L. W. Thorne on the death of his 
mother-in-law. 

Kanawha River Plant 

Approximately 4-0 members of the 
Appakan Club and their guests were 
entertai ned with Bingo games at the 
plant cafeteria recently. Mrs. Ken
neth Fr idley won the door prize of 
a Parker fountain pen. 

Mrs. N. D. Balliet, wife of the 
operations supervisor, won first prize 
in a recipe con test sponsored by the 
junior department of the Charleston 
Woman's Club. 

Sympathy is extended Mr. and 
Mrs. C. E. Richards on the death of 
her fa ther. 

Point Pleas.ant 
Phyllis Miller, personnel, and 

Richard L . Mayo; groundman, arc 
new employees. 

Flossie, wife of K. G. Roush, area 
serviceman, has been released from 
the hospi tal after a recent illness. 

Howard Selby, material clerk, has 
resigned. 

A thief stole some $600 worth of 
guns, clothing and jewelry from 
C. A. Burdette, stores supervisor. 

Bernadine, w ife of W. C. Gilmour 
d istrict personnel supervisor, has been 
elected president of the Pt. Pleasant 
Chapter of the Lambda Chi Omega 
Sorority. H e is serving as chairman 
of the committee for contacting busi
nesses during the Red Cross drive. 

R . D. Miller, lineman, has re
turned to work after a recent illness. 

Several employees have been ap
pointed on various committees in the 
Chamber of Commerce for 19 5 7. 
G . E. Hervey, district manager, is a 
member of the School Improvement 
committee; Floyd Taylor, commercial 
manager, member of the City Plan-
ning committee; Milton Scott, district 
manager of residential sales, member 
of the Organized Public Recreation 
commi ttee; W. C. G ilmour, district 
personnel supervisor, is Publicity com
mittee chairman, and C. H. Murray, J 
Jr., inspector, is Map committee chair-
man. 

Sympathy is extended J. A. Ferrell, 
administrative assistant, on the death 
of his mother, and J. R. Hoffman, 
area serviceman, on the death of his 
siHer. 

Philip Sporn Plant 

George A. H out, J r., chemist as
sistant, was recently appointed as
sistant district commissioner of the 
Boy Scout Meigs, Mason and Gallia 
County District. 

Oscar 0. Casto, maintenance hel
per, has returned to work after an op
eration. 

Norman Yauger, maintenance m an, 
and Roland 0. K arr, labore\ have re
signed. 

Sympathy is extended Mr. and 
Mrs. John Carpenter on the death 
of her fa ther. Mr. Carpenter 1s an 
auxiliary equipment operator . 

(See Charleston Page 7) 
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Employee Killed 
In Accident At 
Glen Lyn Plant 

James Burton Whi tt, 32-year-old 
auxiliary equipment operator, was 
killed March 5 when he fell down an 
elevator shaft at Glen Lyn plant. Mr. 
Whitt, working at night on the new 
Glen Lyn plant addition, opened the 
outside doors to the elevator and, in 

Mr. Whitt 

some manner, 
fell down the 
shaft. 

Born J an-
uary 25, 1925 , 
at Kelleysville, 
he attended 
public schools 
at 0 a k va l e. 
During con
struction of No. 
5 unit at the 
plan t he worked 

for the H azelwood Construction Com
pany. 

Mr. Whitt was employed by the 
company on September 28, 1944, 
and was in training for an operating 
job on the new No. 6 unit. H e was 
a resident of Glen Lyn and a member 
of the Methodist Church. 

Known as " Buddy" to h is fe llow 
workers, he was a member of the G len 
Lyn Softball T eam . H e had managed 
a community team and had served as 
a volunteer fireman at Oakvale. 

Surviving are his wife, five sons 
and his parents, all of Glen Lyn. 

Funeral servi ces were held at the 
Oakva le M ethodist Church with 
burial in Oakvale cemetery. Six em
ployees se rved as pallbearers. They 
were D ewey Law, J ames E. Brown, 
Hubert F. Davis, Dudley R. Clemons, 
James L. Wiley and Gordon J ackson. 

Roanoker Earns 
Trip To Pakistan 

J ack Good w ill go to Pakistan late 
this summer as an International F arm 
Youth Exchange delegate under spon
so rship of Roanoke's Times-World 
Corpora ti on. 

The son of A. J. Good, Roanoke 
lineman, Jack has been a standout 
4-H student for the past decade. H e 
will leave in August for an orientation 
course in Washington conducted by 
the State Department, Foreign Agri 
cu ltural Service and the U.S. D epart

Jack Good 

men t of Agri
culture. Then 
he will spend 
a bou t six 
m onths 1n 
Pakistan. 

This will be 
J ack's second 
trip ont of the 
country within 
a year. Last 
fa ll he was 
with a 60-

member delegation that toured part 
of Europe on behalf of the "Crusade 
fo r Freedom." 

Jack is a senior at F.mory and 
H enry College where he is a pre
ministe ri al student. He became a 
licensed preacher in 1952 and is now 
serving as pastor of several churches 
near the school. 

Two Transformers Out 
At Hazard For Repairs 

Two 45,000 kva transformers 
damaged in the recent Aood have 
been remo1·ed from the Haza rd 
switchyard and shipped out for re
pairs. 

The transformers were loaded on 
railroad cars and sent to W esting
house Electric Corporation's repair 
shop at Birmingham, Ala. 
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Two Men· Promoted 
At OVEC And IKEC 

Appointments of Bartlin Mon
tiegel, former Appalachian employee, 
and Ivan H awk as assistant plant man
agers of Kyger Creek and Clifty 
Creek plants, respecti1·ely, became ef
fect ive April I. 

Symposium Spotlights New Developments In 
Electric Air Conditioning and Heating 

Mr. Montiegel 

Mr. Montie
gel joined Lo
gan plant as su- · 
pervising en
gineer in 1951, 
after spending 
four years at 
Ohio Power's 
Tidd plant as 
assistant resu lts 
engineer and 
test engi nccr. 
A 1uti vc of 

Wheeling, he went to OVEC's Kyge r 
C reek plant at Cheshire, 0. 111 

August 1954 as plant engineer. 

Mr. H awk, who was operation 
supervisor at l KEC's Clifty Creek 
plant, M ad ison, Ind., sta rted in Aug
ust 195 3 as results engineer at the 
plant. H e has served as operation su
pervisor si nce M ay 1954. Prior to 
joining lKEC, M r. Hawk was chair
ma n of the results committee for Ohio 
Edison Co. 

Roanoke Reporters 
Honored At Luncheon 

Seventeen l ll11minator reporters 
were given iden tification desk signs 
at a luncheon last month in the Roa
noke aud itorium. About 40 employees 
attended the meeting honoring old 
and new reporters. 

E . L. Munday, Jr., assistant dis
trict manage r, presided. Also talking 
about the employee publication and 
answering questions we re: D avid F.. 
Trout, Roanoke district correspon
dent; ]. A. Palmer, editor and C. R. 
Lovegrove, assistant editor. 

T he first Electric Air Conditioning 
and H eating Symposium of its kind 
was held March 1 8- 19 in Roanoke. 
Sponsored by Appalach ian and eight 
of the nation's leading manufacturers 
in the fi eld, the Symposi um attracted 
over 170 architects and consulting 
engineers from nine states. 

N ewest developments were pre
~ented in electric heati ng and air 
conditioning for homes, schools, of
fices, factories and institutional build
ings. Engineers representing the 
manufacturers presented papers, and 
architects and con tractors expla ined 
some installations. 

Speakers included: G . L. F urr, 
Appalachian vice president and gen
eral manager who gave the welcome; 
R. E. H odges, Appalachian assistant 
general manager who served as gen
eral chairman; H arold T urner, AGE 
executive vice p resident; Paul D. 
B rooks, AGF. commercial vice presi
dent; H. L. Cushing, Appalachian 
commercial manager, and E. R. Am
brose, head of the AGE air condition
ing di1·ision. 

A featured speaker was W alter A. 
Taylor, director of the D epartment 
of Education and R esearch of the 
American Institute of Archi tects from 
Washington. H e told the group in 
his address on " T he Responsi bi lity 
of Archi tects" that the architect has 
the responsibility to realize that we 
are in a new era of building-the age 
of control. H e said they must design 
with the forces of nature and then 
work out the best installa tion for 
counteracting unfavorable aspects of 
the natural forces. 

M anufacturers associated with Ap
palachian in spomoring the Sympo: i
um were Edwin L. Wiegand Com
pany, E lectromode Division of Com-

Fly Ash From Sporn Plant Is Useful 
f'or Road Construction And Repair 

Under the giant coal conveyor at Philip Sporn plant six trucks are being 
loaded with fly ash and cinders. This plant waste product will be used on 
highways, roods ond ma.ny othe r places in surrounding communities. 

M otorists are benefiting directly 
from Ay ash at Philip Sporn plant. 

Hundreds of truck loads of the 
ash and cinders are being hauled 
away from the storage area at the 
plant to be used in road construction, 
repa ir and maintenance. In the re
cent weeks of ra iny weather, the fly 
ash has been used on roads to make 
them passable. The ash is used fo r 
fill on highway shoulders, fo r ice 
and snow control and for surfacing 
of secondary roads. This work is be
ing done by the State Highway 
D epartment. 

Private citizens are also using the 

ash on farm roads, driveways and 
parking lots. Towns use it on roads 
and sidewalks, and schools, mines, 
and businesses arc also finding va rious 
uses for the waste product of the 
plant. 

Anywhere from 20 to 200 truck
loads of ash and cinders are hauled 
away daily from the plant. And be
cause the plant burns large amounts 
of coal, thousands of tons of fly ash 
are available and the supply is never
ending. 

People living near our power plants 
are finding the "useless" cinder a 
valuable material. 

Walter A. Taylor, director of research and education of the American Institute 
of Architects from Washington, was the center of attention as a featured 
speaker at the Symposium. He is shown talking with H. L. Cushing, Appa
lachian commercial manager at left, and R. E. Hodges, Appalachian assistant 
general manager at right. 

Exhibits at the Symposium showed the latest developments in electric heating 
and air-conditioning equipment by the manufacturers represented on the 
program. About 17 S architects and engineers from nine states attended the 
two-day Symposium in Roanoke. 

mercial Controls Corp., Carrier, 
W orth ington, York, Westinghouse, 
Trane Company and General Elec
tric. 

Sessions were devoted to central 
plant motor driven summer ai r-con
ditioning equipm ent, self-conta ined 
summer air-conditioning units, elec
tric space heating (both commercial 
and residential}, determining dis
tribu tion and controlling the heating 
and cooling effect, heat pumps (both 
centra l plant systems and packaged 
units}, and electrici ty for heating and 
cooling. 

'llluminator' Survey Is 

Reviewed In Periodical 

A full -page description of the re
cent employee readership survey of 
T1rn lLLUM INATOR appea red in the 
M arch 4 issue of Electrical W orld. 

"Editor Gains Guide F or House 
Organ" described the 1956 survey 
of employees, listing methods used, 
findings and how these findings have 
inAuenced the content of the pape r. 
This information was covered in an 
article in the ovembcr 1956 issue 
of T 11E l LLUMINATOR. 

Appakan Choices 

New officers of the Appakan Club 
of Kanawha River plant have been 
named. Pictured above, top row from 
left, are: Jack Crist, president; and 
Paul Bernard, vice president. Bottom 
row from left: Jeonne Creasey, secre
tary; and Arthur Kraft, treasurer. The 
club sponsors various social activities 
through the yea.r for employees and 
participates in other activities in co
sponsorship with the company. 

Retired Official 
Of System Dies 

Mr. Hall 

Julius H all, Jr., 68, retired Appa
lachian commercial manager, died 
M arch 27 in Bluefield of a hea rt 
attack . H e was a veteran of 3 1 years' 
~ervice prior to his retirement in 
September 1956. 

A native of Annapolis, Md., Mr. 
H all was a graduate of the U. S. 
Naval Academy. H e was employed 
in Bluefield as an engineer in 1925 
and assigned to the commercial de
partment in 1927. 

H e was power sales engineer and 
distri ct commercial manager before 
heing promoted in 193) to Bluefie ld 
division commercial manager. In 
1947 he was promoted to Appa-. 
lach ian commercial manager with of
fices in Roanoke. H e also ee rved the 
company in an advisory capacity for 
the yea r prior to his retirement. 

While in Roanoke, he was a mem 
ber of Christ Episcopal Church, the 
Shenandoah Club and the Roanoke 
Country Club. H e was a member 
in Bluefield of C hrist Episcopal 
Church and the Bluefield Country 
Club. 

H e is survived by his wife, 
Florence Becker H all; two daughters, 
Mrs. W. A. McClung and Mrs. J. H . 
Pi ttman, both of Roanoke; a sister, 
Mrs. H. W. Hill of Annapolis, Md., 
and five grandchild ren. 

Funeral services were held March 
29 at the chapel of H awkins Funeral 
H ome w ith interment in M onte 
Vista Cem etery near Bluefield. 
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Veterans Earn Service Emblems 

Joseph T. Davis 
Lynchburg 
30 Years 

S. W . Woody 
Logan Plant 

30 Years 

G. W . LeGrande 
Lagan 

20 Years 

Ernest B. Pinkard 
Lynchburg 
30 Years 

George N . Doggett 
Huntington 
20 Years 

Fred S. Rosenbaum 
Abingdon 
20 Years 

James D. Butler 
Bluefield 
30 Years 

T. A. Gilkerson 
Huntington 

20 Years 

H. L. Webb 
System 

20 Years 

C. M. Bailey 
Bluefield 
30 Years 

K. L. Buckland 
Pulaski 

20 Years 

Lois C. Hart 
System 

20 Years 

Box Score Of 
ALL-Electric Homes 

Electric heat is being enjoyed in the 
following number of homes in our th ree-

~~==~~"i.. .. company area : 
Customers Total Employees 

Appalachian 

Kentucky 

K ingsport 

T ota l 

Roanokers Are Authors 
Of Magazine Article 

145 

17 

2 2 

184 

T wo R oanoke men con tri buted an 
article appearing in the Februa ry I 5 
issue of Electric Light A?td Power. 

W. W. Krebs, district supe rin
tendent, and J. E. J o nes, Roanoke
Bluelield division area de,'elopment 
representative, wrote "'Stove P ipe' 
Warns Pedestrians Against P rotrud
ing Anchor Bolts." The story first 
appeared in M ont!tly Operating 
N ote1, and a synopsis was later car
ried in 1'11E I L L UM I NAT OR. 

Welfare Officers 

These Beckley empl?yees have been 
elected officers of the district's Wel
fare Fund. Kneeling is Dwight Wil
liams, president. Standing from left 
are Kyle Ellison, vice president; and 
Bill Wiseman, secretary. 

8 19 964 

55 72 

1605 1627 

2 479 2663 

Logan Man Becomes 
Court Commissioner 

W. E. " R ed" Bivens has been ap
pointed Logan Coun ty C ourt Com
m issioner, serving two years of an un
expired term. 

Mr. Bivens 

The Logan 
district resi 
dential and 
rural sales su
pervisor resign
ed from the 
Board of Edu
cation to accept 
the new post. 
A member o f 
t he K iwa n is 
C lub an d Boos
ters C lub, he 

sings in t he cho ir and is a deacon in 
the F irst Presbyterian C hurch. 

Mr. Bivens joined the com pany in 
1946 and was promo ted to his p resen t 
position Ju ly I , 1955 . H e is married 
and has two daughters. 

Logan Pfont Engineers 
Featured In Newspaper 

Four professional engineers at 
Logan plan t were highligh ted in a 
recen t Logan Banner article com 
memo rating Engineers' W eek. 

P ictures and stories about P. T . 
Schneider, plant manager ; W. G . 
M atthews, .Jr., p lan t engi neer; 
M ichael Babi nc•z, resu lts engineer; 
and Arthu r N. _lessee, test enginee r , 
we;e ca rri ed in th e paper. 

L. L. Crowell 
System 

30 Years 

C. R. Ryan, Jr. 
Pulaski 

20 Years 

H. L. Mann 
System 

20 Years 

H. M . Lawrence 
Pulaski 

30 Years 

E. W. Smith 
Pulaski 

20 Years 

SERVICE 
These pins are 
awarded in 
recognition of 
years of faithful 
service. Each of 
these pins also 
recognizes the 
part the em
p Io y ee has 
played in the 
progress of the 
company during 
these years of 
service. 

Veteran Honored 
Upon Retirement 

Mr. Johnston 

D avid Alexander Johnston retired 
April I after more than 3 0 years with 
Appalachian. 

T he P rinceton area superviwr in 
the Bluefield distric t was honored at 
a dinner by members of his depart
ment and district supervisors. 

A na ti\'e of Mercer County, he 
received his education there . H e 
.ioined the company in 1919 and 
worked until the next .ve1r. H e again 
re-.:" me an en101ovec in 1922 an<l 
worked until 1924. R eturning in 
19 27, he began continuous employ
ment. 

H e has served as inspector, line 
foreman and area supen'iwr. P rior 
•o company employment he was line 
'oreman for Gibbs and H ill Con
rtruction Company of Brooklyn, . Y. 

D uring World War T he ~erved 

in the Army and had considerable ex
perience in telephone line work 
durin~ 1918 and 19 19. H e now live~ 
at P rinceton with his wife. H e is a 
member of the P rinceton Chamber 
of Commerce and is a board member 
of the M ethodist Church at P rinceton. 

H is chief hobby is farming, anrl 
he hopes to spend considerable time 
forming near P rinceton during re
tiremen t. H e says that he is going 
to take life eas_y and do all the th ings 
lie has been wanting to do all h is life. 

April 1957 

Appalachian Electric Power Company 
Abingdon District-20 YEARS: FRED S. ROSENBAUM, station man. 

Bluefield District- 30 YEARS: C. M. BAILEY, division R /w supervisor; JANLl.".S 
D. BUTLER, lineman; 10 YEARS: JA MES l L KLSER, lineman. 

Charleston District-15 YEARS: GRF.TIS RAINES, PBX operator; 10 Y EARS: 
W. H. MINSKER, area sales representative; R. E . GIVENS, collector; G. S. 
ROBINSON, lineman; R. TT. TAYLOR, truck driver-groundman; H. R. SUMMERS, 
Kanawha Valley Power Company hydro plant clerk; II. R. MILLER, Kanawha 
Valley Power Company hydro maintenance mechanic. 

Glen Lyn Plant- 15 YEARS: JOSEPII A. BOOTH, auxiliary equipment op
erator; 10 YEARS: PAUL J. WllLTrAKER. auxiliary equipment operator; PAUL 
11. MA 1N, auxiliary equipment operator. 

Huntington District-20 YEARS: GEORGE . DOCGE"lT, station supervisor; 
T. A. GILKERSON, draftsman; LO YEARS: TllOMAS R. T EMPLETON, auto 
repairman. 

Kanawha River Plant-JO YEARS: T. E. PEAY, master maintenance man. 

Lynchburg District-30 YEARS: JOSEPH T. DAVrS, street light attenda nt; 
l·:RNEST B. PINKARD, truck driver-groundman; 10 YEAR S: JOSEPH 0 . 
FRANKLI N, meter clerk; JEANNE P . RAMSEY, secretarial-stenographer. 

Logan District-20 YEARS: G. W. LEGRANDE, line foreman; 5 YEARS: 
M. A. WHITE, lineman; W. M . WALLS, J R., commercial sales representative. 

Loqan Plant-30 YEA RS: S. W. WOODY, control operator; 15 YEARS: 
.\. E. IIAYNER, auxiliary equipment operator; J. S. MCNEELY, mechanical 
maintenance mechanic. 

Point Pleasant District-IO YEARS: E. D. BOGGESS, area serviceman. 

Pulaski District-30 Yt:ARS: II . i\ I. T.AWRE CE, contract entry and final 
bill clerk; 20 YEARS: EVERETrE WYSOR SMlTlI, station man; C.R. RYAN, 
J R., area sales representative; KEL LY L. BUC KLAND, T&D clerk. 

Roanoke District- 10 YEA RS: EMMETl' WALKER, JR., car washer; J. D. 
ADAMS, lineman; J. I. MUNCEY, power sales engineer. 

Philip Sporn Plant-5 YEARS: W I LT.TAM L. ZERKLE, maintenance man; 
LUTHER 0. SMITH, maintenance man; CA RL D. KING, main tenance man. 

System-30 YEARS : L. L. C ROWELL, system operating engineer; 20 YEA RS: 
11. L. ~ANN, general clerk, system bill ing; LOrS C. l IART, secretarial-stenog
rapher, system Ric & R/w; 11. L. W l·:BB, lead draftsman, system R/ e & R/ w; 
5 YF.ARS: OTIIO V. MIDDLEKAUFF, system station man; MARVIN L. 
POLLARD, system station man; RO Al.D L. T UCKER, system station man. 

Welch District-5 YEARS: FRA CES E. BROOKS, home economist; IIE RY 
E. FARMER, JR., meter reader. 

Kentucky Power Company 
Ashland District- IS YEARS: IIUGII J. EADS; 10 YEARS: HILLARD 

LOWE, ELMER V. MUSSER. 

Kingsport Utilities, Inc. 
5 YEAR S: JOAN CLAYMAN, cashier. 

Logan Plant Returns After Flood 

Checking current on Generator A at Logan plant after the plant returned to 
service March 8 are C. E. Marshall, dispatcher at left, and Sam Woody, control 
operator. The plant has been off the line since the flood on January 29. 
During the work, 81 electrical motors that had been submerged were over
hauled and all operating equipment checked and cleaned. T wo shifts of 
10 hours each, composed of both maintenance men and operators, worked as 
units to repair the damage from the worst flood in logan's history . The plant's 
safety record was kept intact through the repair period. 

u 
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System Operating 
Veteran Retires 

Mr. Vest 

C. L. Vest, system operations co
ordinator, retired April I after almost 
3 7 years' service. f' Mr. Vest joined the company in 

'-tiarch 19 17 at Cabin C reek plant 
in the operating section. H e left the 
company in 1922 and returned in 
December 1925 as chief operator at 
Cabin Creek. H e was transferred to 
Kenova as chief d ispatcher in 1927 
and later went to South Point, 0 . 
In 193 7 he retu rned to the Charles
ton area and served at the Turner 
d ispa tching office un til his retirement. 

Mr. Vest is married and has three 
ch ild ren. One of his sons is em
ployed at the Clifty C reek plant of 
OVEC. H e and h is wife now live 
at St. Albans, where he has been 
active in civic affairs, bu t plan to 
move to Beckley this summer. 

Two From Roanoke 
Join Armed Forces 

Mr. Givens Mr. Layman 

Two Roanoke district employees 
left for mili tary service last month. 
G . 0. "Gill ie" Givens, clerk in the 
T &D engi neering sec tion , went into 
the Navy wh ile Ivy J. Layman, J r., 
Rocky Mount lineman, went into the 
Army. · 

G ill ie h as been a member of the 
Naval Reserves since September 1952. 
H e came to work for the company 
as a messenger in October 195 5 and 
transferred to his present job in 
January of this year. H e is married 
and a member of the H untington 
Court Method ist Church. 

'v Ivy, a graduate of F rankli n County 
High School, joined the company 111 

January 1956. H e is married . 

Trip Winner 

For the second year in a row, W . V. 
Hess, right, has wan a trip for out
standing work as an electrical deal
er. The Charleston line foreman, 
owner of Hess Electrical Company, is 
shown receiving ticke ts to Cuba from 
Irvin Looney, sales promotion man
ager of the Bluefield Supply Com
pany. M r. Hess earned the trip for 
outstanding work in selling Hotpoint 
"Hi-Vi'' television sets. Last year he 
won a trip to the Kentucky Derby. 

Fieldale: Virginia Glass P rod ucts 
Corpora ti on has started construction 
of its 90,000 sq. ft. building located 
south of Martinsville. T he $I -mil
lion plant with equipment is sched
uled for completion in June. 

Lynchburg: Babcock & Wilcox 
Company has announced expmsion 
which will double the size of the 
critical experiment laboratory. This 
is the second expansion for B&W at 
the plant-laboratory site si nce the 
mult i-mill ion dollar plant began op
erating in M ay of last year. 

Charleston: A multi-million dollar 
expansion has been anounced for 
Westvaco. 

Logan: C&P T elephone Com
pany has announced a $ 1,783,000 
improvement program for its exchange 
in Logan. 

Abingdon: T he Russell M anu
facturing Corporation's new building 
at Lebanon is almost complete. A 
total of 14 heat pumps have been in
stalled. 

Ashland: About $4 2-mill ion will 
be spen t immediately on the Ashland 
plant of Armco Steel Corporation. 
This expansion would increase em
ployees from 3,800 to 4,500 by 1959 
and would increase payroll, at present 
pay rates, from $20-mil lion to $24-
million per year. 

Fieldale: Uni ted Elastic Corp
oration has announced plans fo r a 
96,000 sq. ft . addition to its Rachell 
Di vision plant at Woolwine. 

Roanoke: U pon completion of its 
new I 0-acrc facili ty the N&W R ail
way expects to turn out 20 hopper 
cars a day. 

Charleston: Carbide and Carbon 
Chemicals Company at Institute has 
announced it will build another multi
mill ion dollar chemical plant at I nsti 
tute to produce SO-million pounds of 
fl uorocarbons per year. 

Huntington: A $ 1,8 00,000 ex
pansion of rolling faci liti es at the 
West Virginia works of the Connors 
Steel Division of the H. K. Porter 
Company has been announced. 

Charleston: Ground has been 
broken fo r the new barrel producing 
plant of Republic Steel Corporation 
in Nitro. 

Huntington: Announcement was 
made by the Chemore Corporation, 
American representative of the Mon
tccatini Company, that they were pro
ceedi ng to exercise options on the 
Neal site on the Big Sandy R iver 
about four miles above Kenova. The 
company has not decided the type of 
chemical to be m~nufactured but rep 
resentatives sa id they fe lt the site good 
for a chemical plant. 

Fieldale: Easthampton R ubber 
Thread Company's new plan t nea r 
Stuart is in operation. T he plant will 
process the rubber thread used in the 
other weaving plants of United Elas
tic, including its plan ts in Stuart and 
Woolwine. 

Pulaski: The Inter-Mountai n 
Telephone Company announced plam 
to spend $287,000 for improvements 
in the Marion exchange system. 
T hese improvements consist of new 
lines to rural areas around Marion 
and increased facil ities at the central 
office. 

Logan: The Omar Mining Com
pany wi ll build a $ I ;;,i'. -million ad
dition to the Dorrance Colliery for 
cleanirtg and drying "carbon". 

THE ILLUMINATOR Page 7 

Rou nd-T.he-Clock 

Re·ddy Keeps Mighty Close Watch On Time 
Your timekeeper-that's Reddy 

Kilowatt. And he keeps your electric 
clock spinning with remarkable ac
curacy. 

Radio-TV stations, trains and 
planes, and thousands of other busi
nesses operate on split-second timing 
because of electric clocks. And the 
electric clock at home or on the wall 
is one of the most accurate instru-

. ments in the world ... because of 
Reddy. 

Spinning Out Time 

In the 24 hours between alarms 
every day, your electric clock at 
home spins out 86,400 seconds. The 
tiny motor which nrns your electric 
clock spins in perfect synchronization 
with our plant's huge gencntors, 
wherever they may be. 

Generators sp in at the rate of 
1,800 or 3,600 times a minute, de
pending on the number of poles in 
the rotor. Both types produce the 
standard 60-cycle current. Since most 
appliances, motors and other electric 
devices arc designed to operate on 
60-cycle current, Reddy Kilowatt 
keeps a round-the-clock check to sec 

F. H. Lewis checks some telemetering 
equipment in the Roanoke office to 
see that system frequency is correct. 
The electric clock in the picture and 
your electric clock at home keep spin
ning right on time by that 60-cycle 
current. Mr. Lewis, system chief op
erations coordinator, is responsible for 
loading all generating plants on the 
Appalachian system. 

Retired Manager 
Dies At Huntington 

M ajor Thomas M cKinney Hays, 
78-ycar-old retired Huntington dis
trict manager, died February 26 at 
his H untington home after several 
vcars' illness. 
. Born in Pennsylvania, he grad
uated from Dickinson College in 
1898 . He came to Huntington in 
1902 as superintendent and treas
ure r of the Consol idated Light, H eat 
& Power Company. He se rved as 
d imict manager from 1934 until his 
re'ircment in 1942. 

A major in World War I, he was 
one of a group of American officers 
who later toured the battlefields of 
Frrnce under the auspices of the 
French government. His wife ac
co:11panied him on the tour. 

Mr. H ays was especiall.v well known 
for his civic activities. H e served as 
president of the Business M en's As~o
ciation, the Chamber of Commerce 
and the K iwanis Club; as commander 
of American Le15ion Post 16; as di
rector of the Guyan Country C lub 
and as a member of the Presbyterian 
Church, Elks Lodge, Guyandot Club 
and Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity. 
A Republican, he was elected in 1920 
to a six-year term on the Cabell 
County Court and was president of 
the court for almost two yea rs. 

Surviving are his wife, a brother 
and a niece. 

that those generators keep turning 
right on time. 

Does Reddy Goof? 

But doesn't thi s little clockwatcher 
who works for our companies ever 
lose any time/ Reddy admits he goofs 
from time to time-but he always 
makes it right. 

Suppose that yesterday your elec
tric clock only spun out 86,399 sec
onds. W hat happened to that "lost" 
second / 

Reddy with the help of our plant 
employees, had the generators turning 
exactly at the right speed, bu t several 
times the re were sudden jumps in the 
amount of electricity being used. In 
the spli t-second before the au tomatic 
machinery could compensate for 
them, your electric clock slowed up 
imperceptibly-losing almost a second 
through the 24-hour period. 

But Reddy points out that through 
the period of another 86,4 00 seconds 
between alarms he will probably make 
that correction of a second by speeding 
up your electric clock. Of course, 
you will never know it. 

Just Three Seconds 

If Reddy doesn't make your elec
tric clock exactly right after it gains 
or loses as much as three seconds, 
then a time correction is put through. 
This means almost all power com
panies east of t he Mississippi River 
together at the same time make a 
very, very slight correct ion in the 
speed of thei r generators. 

The system operating department 
in Roanoke is advised of this "time 
adjustment" ahead of time so that all 
plants on the line take part in time 
correction. The signal fo r the ad
justment originates at the Canton 
dispa tching office of Ohio Power 
Company where equipment is main
tained for monitoring time. 

So as a topnotch timekeeper, Reddy 
made this small time adjustment 185 
times last year while your clock was 
spinning out 3 1,622,400 seconds 
(another 86,400 seconds added be-

Logan Plant Vet 
Retires As Guard 

Mr. Blevins 

C . M . "Moss" Blevins, Logan plant 
guard, retired March 1 after more 
than 13 years' service. 

H e joined the company as a 
laborer August 18, 194 3, became J 

jani tor in June 1944 and guard in 
February 1956. 

A native Logan countian, he was 
born at Big Creek, the son of a 
pioneer family. H e served with the 
U. S. Army Expeditionary Force 
du ring World War I and was a 
timekeeper in building construction 
before j oining the company. 

Mr. Blevins is married and has 
I 3 children and 3 5 grandchi ldren . 
H e hopes to enter some business on 
a part- time basis during retirement. 

cause of the extra day in leap year) . 
Each of the corrections is usually 
spread ou t over a three-hour period, 
maki ng your appliances work just like 
al ways but allowing your electric clock 
to get righ t back on the right time. 
Your clock is set to the exact part of 
a second by standard time sources. 

Timely Service 

Our companies do not sell "cor
rect time" in the sense that we charge 
for this timekeeping se rvice. The fact 
that electric clocks are so accurate is 
an indication of the precision with 
which Reddy does his job-along 
wi th the help of other employees. 

Knowing that Reddy Kilowatt is 
keeping your electric clock running 
right on the most accurate time, you 
can rest relaxed tonigh t. And if 
you're worried about that ala rm going 
off ahead of time, don't give it a 
second thought. 

Charleston 
(Continued from Page 4) 

Charleston District 

Walter G. McGraw, Montgomery 
area sales representative, has been 
elected to the executive board of the 
Buckskin Council of Boy Scouts of 
America. 

T he St. Albans Kiwanis Club con
ducted a pancake promotion in the 
new St. Albans office, serving approx
imately 800 people. Don Loy, Joe 
Williams, Pansy Millard and Chester 
Spradl ing assisted the club in the 
preparation and operation of the elec
tr ic cooking cquipr{1ent. 

A demonstrated lecture on " T he 
Causes and Behavior of Fi re" was pre
sented to the supervisors of Charleston 
district at the monthly operating 
meeting by P. C . Van Natter of the 
U . S. Bureau of Mines. 

D. C. Duncan, system safety su
pervisor, presen ted Cleo J ackson, 
hydro mechanic at Kanawha Valley 
Power Company, a safety award for 
no disabling injuries during 1956, 
the fif th such consecutive award for 
the company. 

W. C. Tyler, meter department, 
and Bessie Hill, pe rsonnel depart
men t, have resigned. 

Beverly, daughter of P.H. Parsons, 
personnel assistant, was second in a 
beauty and talent contest at Dunbar 
High School, sponsored by Ameri
can Le~ion Post No. 27. 

F . L. Thompson, D. A. Allison 
and T. P. Hull have all returned to 
work after extended i llnes~es. 

R. H. Hively, Montgomery area 
supervisor, spoke on "Opportunities 
for Young Engineers in the Electric 
Utilities Industry" to engineering 
students at Montgomery T ech. 

M rs. Mary Pugh, retired home 
service supervisor, is recuperati ng at 
home following an injury. 

Thoma J arrell, accounting, visi ted 
the office for the first t ime since 
being in an automobile accident wh ile 
on vacation last year. 

Sympathy is extended K. P. 
Counts, local accoun ting office man
ager, on the death of his mother. 
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Hob by For 27 Years Becomes Profitable 
Business For Williamson Retired Man 

Two of the recent mountings of G. F. Spitzer ore ready for their owners to 
pick up. Note the mirror below the one on the leh and the use of the 
animals' hooves on eoch mounting . 

G. F. Spitzer can testify that a 
long- time hobby can be tllrned in to 
a profi table business. 

F or 27 years the retired William
son man enj oyed a hobby as taxi
de rmist. W hen he retired in O ctober 
19 50, he decided to make money 
from the hobby. The scale of his 
work depends on the season-during 
good hunting ti me he is particularly 
busy. 

F.ach animal that he mounts takes 
from two hours to six weeks, de
pending on its size and type. Aside 
from stuffing animals, M r. Spitzer 
enjoys hunting them and fi shing. 

Abingdon 
(Continued /rotn Page 4) 

Andy Skeen, line inspector, is re
cuperating after hospi tali zation. 

I. H. M ace, lineman, has been ap
poin ted Cub M aster of the Cub Scout 
Packs in Clin twood. 

M rs. F red Rosenbaum, wi fe of the 
station m an, is at home after major 
surgery. 

Sympathy is extended H. S. Fogle
man, records, on the death of his 
fa ther. 

1 Electrical World1 Has 
Abingdon Man 1 s Article 

An arti cle by L. C . Valley, Scott 
Coun ty area supervisor of the Abing
don d istr ict, appeared in the M arch 
4- issue of Electrical Wo,.ltl . 

The article appeared in the " H ow 
To" section and was enti tled "Test
ing For Line-F au lt Location F acil i
tated ." 

Lead In Lynchburg 

New officers were selected and a 5 .4 
per cent dividend declared at the an
nual meeting of the Lynchburg Appa
lach ictn Employees Credit Union. 
Seated from leh are : C. W . Hogan, 
president; and Jane W. Plunkett, 
secretary and ass istant treasurer; back 
row from left: G. C. Wheeler, vice 
president; and J. W . McCarthy, treas
urer. Also no.med to the board were 
L. G. Dougan, Kathleen V. Hudson 
and Raymond L. Davis. The super
visory committee is composed of 
L. R. Hudson, G. W. Stone, Jr. and 
Anne C. Showa1ter, and the credit 
committee is made up of Jack D. 
Harker, Anna lackey and J. O. 
Franklin. 

H e doesn't devote all h is time 
to taxidermy-lie is active with the 
welfare department in collecti ng 
clothes for underpr ivileged children. 
A 32nd degree M ason, he is also a 
member of the Lions C lub and the 
I.0.0.F. Lodge. H e is also a deacon 
in the Calvary Baptist C hurch of 
Iaege r, w here he and h is wi fe live. 

They have six chi ld ren and 12 
grandch ildren, and once a year visit 
a daughter in Florida and two sons 
in South Carolina. 

-Two Promoted To 
AGE Coal Posts 

Mr. Thigpen Mr. Eckhardt 

C . Knight Thigpen, Appalachian 
coal procuremen t agen t of C harleston, 
has been named m anager of coal pur
chas_ing for the AGE Service Corp
orauon. 

E rwin F rank Eckhardt, superin
te ndent of the M orris Creek mine of 
the Central Appalachi an Coal Com
pany, was named manager of coal 
min ing fo r the AGE Service Corp
oration. 

Both men assume their new po
sitions on April 1 to carry out respon
sibilities of W. ]. R ude, who is re
signing as coal manager for AGE. 

M r. T higpen is a veteran of 33 
years' service with the AGF. System. 
H e joined Appalachian in 192 4- as a 
clerk at the Glen Lyn plant. H e 
held several positions and was as
sistant manager of the pbnt when 
transferred to the Service Corporation 
in 19; I as a senior engineer. H e was 
appoin ted coal procurement agent at 
C harleston in 1952. 

A member of the Amcric1n So 

ciety of M echanical En1?incers, the 
Charleston Press C lub and the Bcni
Kedem Temple of the Shrine, he 
atte nded North Carol ina State Col
lege. H e is married and the father of 
a son. 

Mr. Eckhardt, superintendent of 
the Morris Creek m ine since 194-8, 
star ted with the AGE Svstem in 1952 
when AGE acquired Central Appa
lachian Coal Company, owner of the 
m ine. A graduate of O hio State Uni-
1•ersity with a deuce in civi l engi
neeri n ~, he is a registered professional 
engineer in W est Vi rg inia and a li
censed engineer and surveyor in Oh io. 
H e is married and the Cather of a 
daughter. 
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Roanoke . 
(Co>1ti11ued from Page 4) 

1cw employees include D. E . Mc-
1eil, Rocky M ount groundman, and 

0. L. T urner, groundman. 
H. P . Laughon, division residenti al 

and ru ral sales supervisor, has retllrned 
to work after an extended illness. 

Sympathy is extended R . L . U nrue, 
electri cal engineer, on the death of 
hi s mother. 

System 
J oyce A. Kidd, Thomas M. Robert

son, D ori s G . Culbertson and Jud ith 
E. Kennedy are new employees in 
system accounting. 

Barbara Powell, system RI e and 
Rl w; Rowena D illcnger, and J o Ann 
M c eer, system accounting, have re
signed. 

G. G . 1icholson has resumed his 
duties after an extended illness. 

Sympathy is ex tended R. S. Bur
dette, system purchasing assistant, 
on the death of his father and M rs. 
M ary Lou G raybill, secretary, system 
valua tion, on the death of her fathe r. 

G. S. Dunn, p ublic relations rl i
recto r, was one of th ree j udges in 
the Finer Carol ina contest sponsored 
by the Carolina Power & L ight Com
pany. T he judges awarded $6,7;o 
among the 1 8 prize-winning towns. 

Steve, son of R. F. . H odges, Appa
lachian assistant general manager, was 
"principal" of Roanoke's Woodrow 
W ilson J unior H igh School when 
students and teachers traded roles for 
the school's annual "Students' D ay." 

J erry, son of F . P . W ilburn, system 
transmission l ine foreman in Blue
field, has been appointed Sergeant 
At Arms fo r the YMCA M odel Gen
eral Assembly m Richmond this 
month. 

Ashland Engineer 
Heads Boyd County 
March Of Dimes 

R. W. Schweitze r, Ashland power 
sales engi neer, was co-chairman for 
19 57 of the Boyd County M arch of 
D imes. 

Mr. Schwe itze r 

H e 
cently 
to the 
19 55 

was re
elected 

post. In 
he was 

co-chairman of 
the Comm uni ty 
C hest and is a 
past president 
of the J unior 
C hamber o f 
Commerce, of 
which he is an 
active member. 

H e is also a deacon in the Fi rst 
Christian Church of Ashland. 

Mr. Schweitzer joined the com
prny September 1 8, 194- 1. H e is 
married and has one son. 

Ben Fracker 01 
Roanoke Retires 

Mr. Fracker 

Benjam in C. F racker, Roanoke d is
trict senior draftsman, reti red M arch 
31 after 39 years of service. H e was 
honored by employees at a dinne r on 
M arch 27. 

A native of Ohio, he moved with 
his family to Virg in ia after grad uation 
from Berrea High School in 19 10. 
H e taught a country school, worked 
at the ca rpentry trade at the N&W , 
C&P, and V irginia Bridge and I ron 
W orks prior to com ing with Appa
lachian in February 19 18 in the en
gineeri ng department where he spent 
his entire employment. 

When he came to work there were 
only two employees in the Roanoke 
engineering department: W . I. 
Whi tefield, retired Roanoke division 
manager, and W. S. Peek, reti red 
superintendent of substations. H e was 
hired by Graham Claytor, then su
perin tendent of light and power fo r 
the Roanoke Rai lway and Electr ic 
Company and now member of the 
AGE Board of D irectors and retired 
AGE executive vice president. 

H is hobby is worki ng with tools. 
H e says he enj oys maki ng things and 
rcpai ring h is home which he plans 
to sell. H e is goi ng to move in to a 
smaller one. F ixing the new home 
will keep h im busy for a w hile he 
says. 

M arried, he has two sons, a daugh
te r and four g randchild ren. H e has 
been a member of the Melrose P res
byterian Church since 19 1 8. An 
cider in t he ch urch, he was Sunday 
School superin tendent for 15 years 
and a member of the church choir 
fo r 3 5 years. 

1 Electrical World 1 Has 
Article By Bluefielder 

Clyde W ysor, Bluefield employee, 
had an article in the M arch 18 issue 
of Electrical W odd. 

The article, appearing in the D is
tribu tion- Construction section, was 
enti tled " P ulling Of Secondaries 
Aided By Block Support." 
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Roanoke Man Elected 
To Head Blue Cross 

J . L . White, Roanoke division 
supervising engineer, has been re
elected presi
dent of the 
H osp ital Serv
ices Association 
( Blue Cross) of 
Roanoke. 

T his will be 
Mr. W hite's 
third concccu
tive term as 
head of the 
organization. 
T otal member-

Mr. White 

ship now stands at 200,64-9, com ing 
from 24- counties of southwest Vir
ginia. At the same organi zation 
meeting L. G . M use, company at
torney, was elected to serve on the 
board as attorney for the association . 

Mr. W hite joined Appalachian i 
1926 at Lynchburg and the ne.x.._.I 
year came to Roanoke. 

Meter Supervisor 
Dies At Kingsport 

Mr. Randall 

J ohn Arthur Randall, Sr., 62-year
o ld Kingsport Utili ties meter super
visor, died at his home following a 
hea r t attack on Sunday, M arch I 7. 
H e was a veteran of 3 1 years' service 
with the company. 

A native of Syivania, O hio, M r. 
Randall was educated at Chattanooga. 
H e lived in Florida and K noxville 
before coming to Kingsport in 1926. 
J o in ing Kingsport Utilities as a meter 
tester, he was promoted the next year 
to meter superviso r, the position he 
held until his death. 

Survivi ng arc h is wife, a son, a 
da ughter and two grandch ildren, all 
of K ingsport, a brother in Californ ia 
and a number of nephews and nieces. 
H e was a member of the First Baptist 
C hurch and fu neral services were held 
March 19 with burial at Oak H ill 
Cemetery in Kingsport. 

Charleston Managers Initiate First Aid Course 

A 10-hour refresher course for management personnel 
kicked off a se ries of First Aid classes in the Charleston 
district. The current series will eventually include all 
employees. In the picture, John C. Frazier safety super
visor, leh front, served as instructor. Applying artificial 
respiration to S. C. Smith is Paul Bryant and applying 
a splint to Jo hn Shriver's leg is Joe Bedinger. In the 
back row, from left: F. R. Frishette demonstrates 
a digital pressure point to C. B. Talley, R. W. Speas 

applies a chest bandage to L M. Cobbs, Jack Lloyd puts 
an open head bandage on Joe P. Gills, E. C. Flannery 
applies a head and a palm bandage to C. W. Lovell, 
W. C. McMahon bandages the shoulder and foot of C. A. 
Pe rkins, and Frank Styles applies a hand bandage to 
R. G. Skinner. About 16 people will be in each class, and 
five or six of these will be chosen to go o n to advanced 
and instructor's courses. Each instructor will then teach 
at least one course a year. 
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1 'Fl ying1

' Transformer Lodges In Pulaski Roof 

The transformer embedded in the parch raaf at left got 
there after flying 30 feet through the air from the pale 
·hown in the picture at right. If transformers had feel-

gs, this one would probably be a nervous wreck. It 
spent some pretty exciting minutes recently. Jim Nickols 
and Bill King, Pulaski emp1oyees who answered the service 
call, reported the transformer was knocked fram the pole 
which was hit by the tractor trailer. The truck turned 

aver after going inta the ditch . Although it was hit hard, 
the pole was not broken. Actually, the only real damage 
was ta the primary and secondary leads which parted with 
their conductors. Even then, na line fuse blew. Even more 
amazing, when King and Nickols found the transfor.ner. 
which had gone through the roof bushing first, it was 
bleeding a few drops of oil, but its case and bush ing were 
intact and a check revealed na damage. 

Relic Of Past 

Most of the work in installing modern 
street light systems, like the ane 
going up now in Logan, is routine. 
But once in a while something unusual 
turns up. Here M. A. "Sonny" White 
and Forest "Bo" Browning, Logan dis
trict employees, show the tomahawk 
head they found when digging a pole 
hole next to the town office building. 
Logan is famous for its Indian his
tory-such greats os Chief Logan, 
Princess Aracoma and othe rs roamed 
this t e rritory before it was settled. 

Roanoke Youth Is First 
In District DO Contest 

Dallas Bryant has won first prize 
in the Diversified O ccupations spell
ing contest for District 4 schools. 

Son of J. W. 
Bryant, Roa
noke s t a t i on 
nun, D a 11 a s 
won against 
students com
peting f r o m 
s c 1• e n o ther 
high schools. 
H e topped 30 
other con res-

Dallas Bryant ta n ts in hi s own 
Wi lliam Byrd 

H igh School of Vinton to become 
el igible for the advanced contest. H e 
now goes on to the state meet. 

Under the DO plan, Dallas, a 
senior, works part of the day and 
goes to school part of the day. Next 
year he plans to attend business col
lege. 

--AiE CORNER 
(This is another in a series of facts and figures about the American Gos and Electric 

Company System.) 

Directors 
American Gas And Electric Company 

J O H N S. BATTLE- partner, Perkins, Bat tle & Minor law firm , 
Charlottesvi lie, Va. ( former gove rnor of Virginia). 

COURTNEY C. BROW --dean, Graduate School of Business, Colum
ia U niversity, ew York. 

G RAH AM CLAYTOR-retired vice president, American G as and 
Electric Company and subsidiaries. 

CHARLES V. GRAH AM - partner, Simpson T hacher & Bartlett law 
firm, New York (legal counsel to American G as and Electric Company). 

CH ARLES E. H ALL- partne r, H all, H amilton , Wainwright & Welsh 
law firm, Ph iladelphia. 

R. T. H ASLAM--consultant, New York (former president, United 
States P ipe Linc Company, former vice president, Standard Oi l Company 
of N. J.). 

WALTER 0. MENGE- presiden t, L incoln National Li fe Insurance 
Company, Fort Wayne, Ind. 

W. J. ROSE- vice president and secretary, American Gas and Electric 
Company and subsidiaries. 

PH ILIP SPOR - president, American Gas and Electric Company and 
subsidiaries. 

CH ARLES H. STOCKTON- partner, Choate, H all & Stewart law firm, 
Boston. 

JACOB B. TAYLOR-vice president, treasurer and business manager, 
The Ohio State Unive rsity, Columbus. 

HARRY A. W LNNE-rctircd engineering vice president, General E lec
tri c Company. 

Logan Man Ends 
Lengthy Service 

~ 

Mr. Henritze 

T. L. H enritze, Logan district 
line foreman, retired March 3 1, end
ing a long service record devoted to 
building and main tain ing transmis
sion and distribution facilities. 

H e joined the Logan district in 
1 9 1 5 and helped in Ii ne construction 
until 1919. F rom 1920 to 193 1 
he worked at Turner and Reusens, 
and from 1933 to 1935 he was at 
W clch. H e became Logan district 
line fore man J anuary 16, 1936. H e 
had broken service during the fi rst 
part of his career. 

A native of Marion, he attended 
school at Adwol fe. H e is married 
and has a son, daughter and grand
child. 

Mr. H enritze plans to work as a 
consultant and supervisor for Bouligny 
Construction Company. 

Fare well Party 

Cecil Taylor is an avid baseball fan, 
and Charleston mete r department em
ployees have brought the best in 
baseball into his home. Mr. Taylor, 
who retired recently, plans to watch 
the games this summer on this t e le
vision set given him by mete r em
ployees. Carol Blackburn, J ean Sturm 
and Beulah Johnson (from left) are 
kidding him about the little doll 
they added as a special present. The 
gifts were presented at a party which 
featured a cake, with candles, deco
rated to say " Cecil Taylor-37 years' 
faithful service." 

Abingdon Man Aids 
Injured Housewife 

A SC\'ere cut on her foot could 
have meant bad trouble to a W ash
ington County housewife if D onald 
Land reth hadn't been on the scene. 

Mr. Landreth 

The Abing
don d is tr i ct 
groundman was 
out on a job 
when he came 
upon the wom
an. She was 
alone with a 
small baby, and 
her right foot 
was bleeding 
profusely. The 
main artery had 

been severed when she acciden ta lly 
struck her foot with an axe. 

M r. Landreth stopped the bleed
ing and dressed the wound, using 
his first aid knowledge. After getting 
a neighbor to come care for the baby, 
Mr. Landreth then drove the house
wife to a doctor's office fo r fur ther 
t reatment. 

'llluminator' Reporters 
Of Beckley Make Plans 

Newly appointed reporters fo r 
T1IE lLLUM INATOR recently at
tended a half-day planning session 
in the Beckley auditorium. 

The new Beckley reporters were 
greeted by J. V. M ann, distri ct man
ager, who stressed the importance of 
T11E l LLUM INATOR. John H ammer, 
correspondent, then reviewed what 
makes news and a d iscussion followed . 
Reporters were given identifi cation 
ce rtifi cates to hang in their depart
ments. 

New Beckley reporters arc P. P. 
H ancock, T&D l ine; L. C. J ones, 
T &D sta tion; Patr icia M acAll istc r, 
commercial; R. E. Presley, stores; 
R. R. Smith, T &D meter; G eorgina 
Daniel, accounting; Jean Kay Brash, 
Oak H ill ; Bonnie Evans, Rainelle; 
Archie Riner, T&D record; J anet 
D odd, T &D engineering; and C. D. 
Fi tzpatrick, transportation. 

New System Position 
Filled By Hornbeck 

F. E . Hornbeck, Cabin Creek plant 
engineer, was promoted April 1 to 
proj ect engineer, a new system po
sition. Under supervision of E . W. 

Mr. Hornbeck 

H ogg, execu
tive assistant in 
Roanoke, Mr. 
Hornbeck w ill 
w o rk chie fl y 
wit h ste am 
plants. 

A graduate 
of W est Vir
gi nia University 
in 193 8 with a 
BS degree in 
chemistry, he 

came to work that year as assistant 
chemist at Cabin Creek plan t. H e 
held several positions before being 
promoted from senior results en
gi neer to plant engineer in J une 
1952 . H e has had several articles 
published in AGE M onthly• Op
erating Notes. 

A native of Binghampton, N. Y., 
he is married and the father of two 
chi ldren. His hobbies include music, 
photography and home improvement. 

New Street Lights Cut 
On In Downtown Logan 

New whiteway st reet lights on 
Main and Stratton Streets in Logan 
were placed in service March 5. 

The new system consists of 3 3 
1 0,000 lumen, eight 6,000 lumen 
and three 2,5 00 lumen lights. A 
special ceremony, with t he mayor 
and members of city council present, 
was l1eld. Mayor McGuire closed 
the switch that gave Logan a modern 
street lighting system. 
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Ref.ired Claytor 
Plant Man Dies 

Mr. Brodie 

William H. Brodie, 66-year-old 
retired Claytor hydro plant foreman, 
died March 12 at Marion after a 
lengthy illness. H e retired in June 
195 5. 

Born in H alifax, Nova Scotia, May 
20, 1890, Mr. Brodie attended the 
Richmond Academy at Hali fax. H e 
and his wife were living in Halifax 
when a French muni tions ship and 
a Belgian relief sh ip collided in the 
harbor in 19 17. The explosion killed 
1, 196 people, including their daugh
ter and 2 1 relatives. 

H e came to Appalachian terri
tory while supervising construction 
of the first nine-foot lock on the 
Kanawha Ri ver at London. H e 
worked in bui ldi ng power houses and 
embedded pa rts for hyd ro un its at 
Marmet and Wingfield, prior to being 
permanently employed in February 
193 7. H e became a maintenance man 
at C laytor in 1939 and mai ntenance 
foreman in 194-0. 

Mr. Brodie had many talents, in
cluding painting, making furni ture, 
buildi ng model sh ips and making 
decorative items. H e had been a 
member of the M asons, Shrine, Order 
of Eastern Star and had served as a 
Scout commissioner. 

H e is survived by his wife, one 
son, a grandson and a sister. 

Funeral services were held at the 
Christ Episcopal Church in P ulaski 
where he was a member. Interment 
was in Highland M emory Gardens, 
D ublin. 

Lynchburg Again Wins 
Industrial Safety Cup 

Lynchburg district for the second 
consecuti ve year has been awarded the 
Safety Cup for a perfect safety rec
ord by the I ndustrial Management 
Club. 

The cup is presented monthly 
during the year to organizations in 
the Lynchburg club. I t is given at the 
end of the year to the company 
having the best safety record . 

District Honored 

The Point Pleasant district has been 
honored by the Ripley Chapter of the 
Future Farmers of America . Here 
G. A. Costa, left, advisor and in
structor of the Ripley chapter, pre
sents a citation to C. R. Street, Rip
ley area sales representative, who 
accepts it on behalf of the district. 
The citation was the FFA Chapter's 
token of appreciation for encourage
ment, cooperation and assistance 
give n it by the district in helping FFA 
accomplish outstanding achievements 
in farming , leadership, citizenship 
and community welfare. 
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Four Couples Recently Married 

Recent brides among employees and their families ore pictured above. Top 
row from left: Mrs. Jock Hunter Livesay, system; and Mrs. George Joseph, Jr., 
Logan. Bottom row from left: Mrs. John A . 5hutt, Jr., Ashland; and Mrs. 
William Ostrom, Kanawha River plant. 

Cassel I-Livesay 
J ean Smi th Cassell and J ack H unter 

Livesay were uni ted in marri age 
March 9 in a doub.le ring ceremony 
a t the W indsor H ills Methodist 
Church of Roanoke. Mrs. Livesay 
is a private secretary in system com
mercial. 

Purdue-Ostrom 
Ruby Frances Purdue and W illi am 

O strom were married at the h ome 
of his sister in Longacre M arch 12. 
Mr. O strom is a maintenance de
partment h elpe r at Kanawha Ri ver 
p lant. 

Bolt-Joseph 
The Escambron Beach Hotel of 

San J uan, Puerto Rico, was the scene 
recently of the marriage of Sara J o 
Bolt and George J osep h, J r. Both 
are touring professional ice skaters. 
M rs. Joseph is the daug hter of R. B. 
Bolt, L ogan district assistant local 
office manager. 

Apelcoes Leaders 

New officers of the Lynchburg Apel
coes Club are pictured above. They 
are, front row from left: Nannie R. 
Beane, treasurer; and Jeanne P. Ram
sey, secretory; bock row from left: 
He1en W . Webber, a ssistant treasurer; 
and D. J . Thompson, Jr., preside nt. 
One of the year's projects was instal
ling three vending machines for 
coffee, pastries and candy in the 
drink room of the building. 

Ritchie-Shutt 
Yvonne R itchie and J ohn A. Shutt, 

Jr. were married Feb ruary 9 at th e 
First Baptist C hurch o[ Sou th Poi nt, 
0. Mr. Sh utt is an Ashland district 
me ter reader. 

Welch Association 

Heading the McDowell County Be
nevolent Association of the Welch 
district ore these new officers, from 
left : H. H. Bivens, chairman; Eliza
beth R. Powell, secretary; and J . J . 
Harmon, Jr., treasurer. Other officers 
ore John DeBusk, Steve Dudash and 
Hobart White, directors, and Fronk 
Borns, advisor. A total of 106 e m
ployees belong to the Association and 
hove p1edged $1,244. Already the 
Association hos contributed $230 to 
the Morch of Dimes and $60 to the 
Heart Fund. 

Williamson 
(Conti111ud fro11i Page 4) 

Williamson District 
Mrs. W. F. Giles, wife of the com

mercial manager, aided th e R ed Cross 
at the ir emergency headquarte rs in 
con nection with the re habili tation 
program after the recent flood. 

Patric ia G. Stepp, accounting de
par tment, has resi gn ed. 

T ed M cCurdy, H u nting ton d is
t ric t personnel su pei;visor, recently 
held a first aid instructors refresher 
course in the Williamson distri ct. 

Mrs. G eorge H arriston, w ife of 
the janitor, is recuperating at home 
after surgery . 

Clyde R unyon, Rl w agent, has re
turned to work after an extended ill
ness. 

]. E. Runyon, area sales repre
sen tative, and C. H. W ard, dea le r 
sales representative, h ave completed 
courses with the Interna tional Cor
respondence Schools. 
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Cashier Wins Prize 
On 'Claim To Fame' 

A Roanoke cashier recently 
won a watch on a loca l te le
v1s1o n program, "Claim To 
Fame." The panel of four 
was u n able to guess that Mary 
L ou Wirt was Roanoke's firs t 
gi rl elevator operator in 191 7 . 

Sh e came to work for the 
company in September 19 18. 

Fund Officers 

These Williamson employees were 
e lected to offices in the Employee 
Chest Fund. They ore from left: Jock 
Riddle, treasurer; Helen Honaker, 
secretory; Alberto Shelton, president; 
and E. E. Herold, vice president. The 
fund was organized two years ago 
and contributes to worthwhile chari
table organizations. In the picture 
Jack Riddle is making the organiza
tion 's first 1957 contribution to the 
Morch of Dimes. 

Abingdon 
MR. AND MRS. JAMES E. FIELDS, a 

son, Kirby Alan, March 15. Mr. Fields is a 
meter reader. 

MR. AN D MRS. BENJAMlN F. GILMER, 
JR., a son, Ben jamin F ranklin , III, ~1arch 1 1. 
Mrs. Gilmer is a former Leb:rnon accounting 
employee. 

Charleston 
MR. AND MRS. LYLE H UDSON, a daugh· 

ter, Mary Jo, February 19. Mr. Hudson is a 
meter tester. 

MR. AND MRS. FRANK SCHOLL, a son, 
Steven Ross, February 16. Mr. Scholl is a 
meter serviceman B. 

MR. AND MRS. H. K . SIIABDUE, a 
daughter, Pamela Sue, March 2. Mr. Shabdue 
is M ont gomery heating and builder sales rep
resentative. 

Fieldale 
MR. AND MRS. DILLARD F. GRAVLEY, 

a daughter , Heidi Lee, February 16. Mr. 
Gravley is a junior T&D clerk. 

Hazard 
MR. AND MRS. ADRIAN COMBS, a 

daughter, Greta Lee, March 5. Mr. Combs 
is senior distribu t ion engineer. 

Huntington 
MR. AND MRS. CLEDITI! II. M cCALL· 

ISTER, a son, Rodney Jay, March 2. Mr. 
McCallister is employed in the records section, 
T&D department. 

Teac.her Honored 

Mr. and Mrs. Tipton Hatcher of 
Kingsport show the Bible presented 
to her by former pupils of he r pri
mary department Sunday 5chool 
class. About 100 people of the First 
Christian Church attended a party 
honoring Mrs. Hatcher. Fifteen for 
mer pupils played out "This is Your 
Life-Glenna Hatcher" and spoke on 
how her t eaching, influence and de
votion prepared each for a Christian 
way of life. Mr. Hatcher is T&D 
c;lerk with Kingsport Utilities. 
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Crochets Many Items In Seven Years 

Displaying just a few of the many things she has crocheted, Mary Custis 
Bower shows how she relaxes ofter a day's work. The Welch record section 
cle rk-typist has been crocheting for seven years, after learning from a 
neighbor how to crochet, knit and embroider. So far she has crocheted 
over 75 pieces, including center pieces for tables, doilies for end tables, mots 
for glasses and edgings for handkerchiefs and embroidery pieces. At preser 
she is working on a bedspread she estimates will take eight months. In ht.-.._../ 
knitting she has done sweaters and socks. The best thing about her hobby 
is that the finished pieces make nice gifts, especially as wedding presents. 
Mary's other hobby is at the other end of the scale-she is an ardent sports 
fan and attends many types of sporting events. 

1rht~'rt l!ngagrd 
ELSIE RUTH HEIFNER to the Rev. 

Wallace Chesley Shields. Miss H eifner is a 
stenographer in Bluefield division commerc ial de
partment. 

BONNIE MEANS to Jack Jarrett. Miss 
Means is employed in the Charleston division 
payroll department and Mr. Jarrett is a hydro 
maintcn:ince helper, Kanawha Valley PO\\Cr 
Company. 

FRANCES E. BROOKS to Patrick 0. 
\Viuen. Miss Brooks is a senior home econ· 
omi~t in \Velch. 

PEGGY GROSS to P reston llorton. Mr. 
llorton is a Welch junioc T&D clerk. 

I 
Kingsport 

MR. AND MRS. HOYETT R. MORRISON, 
a daughter, Teresa Kay, February 28. Mr. 
Morrison is employed in the T&D line section . 

Logan 

MR. AND MRS. E. K. BIAS, a son, John 
Morgan, February 27. Mr. Bias is Madison 
area representative. 

Logan Plant 
MR. AND MRS. RUSSELL BUTCllER , 

JR., a daughter, Deborah Kay, M arch 3. Mr. 
Hutcher is a janitor. 

Lynchburg 

MR. AND M RS. J AMES COLLINS a son, 
Kevin Randall , February 2. Mr. Collins is a 
roclman. 

Point Pleasant 
MR. AND MRS. LEROY D. BALDING, 

a daughter, Mary Lynn, February 22. Mr. 
Balding is a utili ty clerk. 

MR. AND MRS. R . L . BARNETTE, a son, 
Raymond Lee, February 22. Mr. Barnette is 
a lineman. 

MR. AND MRS. H. J. PATTERSON, a 
daughter, Michelle Leanna, March 1 . Mr. 
Pauerson is a l ineman. 

MR. AND MRS. OWEN STEPHENS. a 
son, Owen Eugene, Jr., February 28. Mrs. 
Stephens is a former employee in the accounting 
department. 

Roanoke 

MR. AND MRS. C. L. MUSSELMAN. a 
daughter, Melda Jane, February 18. Mr. 
Musselman is an engineering aide. 

M R. AND MRS. J . R. TUCK, a daughter , 
Lisa Kay, February 18. Mr. Tuck is a station 
man B. 

Philip Sporn Plant 

M R. AND MRS. J OSEPH E . CULi.EN. a 
son, Mitchell Dean, February 15. Mr. Cullen 
is a laborer. 

MR. AND MRS. JACK FOWLE R, a <laugh· 
tcr, T a mara Lynn, March z. Mrs. Fowler is 
a former clerk-typist in accounting. 

MR. AND MRS. LEWIS R. GILi.AND, a 
son, Jeffery Lewis, February 16. Mr. Gilland 
is a laborer. 

MR. AND MRS. PAUL E . TAYLOR. a 
daughter, Deborah K ay, February 11. Mr. 
T aylor is a t ripper operator. 

Welch 
MR. AND MRS. PAUL MIANO, a daugh. 

ter, Kathryn Ann, February 16. Mrs. Miano 
is a former employee in the record department. 

MR. AND MRS. CLYDE WELCH, a daugh
ter, Gail Penny, February 27. Mr. Welch is 
a clerk-typist in the record department. 

Williamson 
MR. AND MRS. PAUL STEPP, a daughter, 

Linda Kay, March 8. Mrs. Stepp is a former 
local 3Ccounting employee. 

Home Economist 
Cooks Up Hobby 
Of Woodworking 

Gail F. Sk ibo polishes the coffee table 
she made as part of her hobby of 
woodworking. 

Gai l F. Skiba has an un usual hobby 
for a woman . The Pulaski h ome 
economist is an experienced wood
worker. 

When she was a freshman at R ich
mond P rofessional I nstitute, Gail had 
an opportun ity to develop her inte rest 
in woodworki ng . With the aid of 
the woodworking instructor, and per
mi ssion from the school to use its 
workshop , she began making small 
obj ects out of wood. H er first efforts 
were h orseh ead bookends, a salad 
bowl set and wall plaques. 

She has since graduated to pieces 
of furniture and turns out professional 
work. She is quite proud of her 
coffee table, patterned after Duncan 
Phy fe. She drew the plans herself 
and made it from solid walnut, rubbed 
to a soft g lowing finish . 

After Gail transferred to R adforr' 
College she h ad to discontinue he1 
hobby temporarily, but she is now 
back a t work. She is designing 
match ing end tables to complement 
her coffee table. 

To Direct Club 

Recently e lected to lead the Beckley 
district Appole isure Club ore these 
employees. They are from left : 
Maxine Prince, secretary; C. H. Buck
land, vice president; and Parthenio 
Winner, president. 

) 
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Popping Bugs, Flies He Made Himsell 
Mean Good Fishing For W. C. Gilmo.ur 

The fun is in making popping 
bugs and flies and the thrill is in 
catching fish with them. 

So says W. C. Gilmour, Poi nt 
Pleasant district personnel supervisor. 
Mr. Gilmour spends his winter eve
nings making the flies and popping 
bugs he uses as fishing lures during 
his summer fishi ng. Actually the 
hobby started when he considered 
the money it cost him when he lost 
lures he had purchased. By making 
his own he estimates he saves from 
20 to 60 cents on each popping bug 
and from 20 to 3 5 cents on flies. 

Modeling his own after manu
factured products and experimenting 
with his own designs, M r. Gilmour 
uses a variety of materials and tools 
to turn out the colorful lures. Most 
~mmonly needed are feathers, glue, 
uirrel tails, balsa wood, cork, thread, 

paint, hooks and small tools. Actually 
the hooks, paint, balsa wood and 
sometimes fea the rs arc the only things 
Mr. G ilmour needs to buy. The rest 
he secures locally. 

A popping bug has a cork or balsa 
wood body into wh ich a hook and 
the tail feathe rs (made of squirrel 
tails) are imbedded. It is scaled with 
plastic wood and sanded to a smooth 

Bluefielder Active 
As Sports Official 

Arnold Crotty was selected from a 
list of over 400 registered officials to 
officiate in the 195 7 W est Virginia 
State High School Basketball Tour
nament. 

The Bluefield draftsman was se
lected by the West Virginia State 
Board of Appeals, and he was one of 
four working the two-day tourney. 
Officials are selected on basis of char
acter, appearance, ability and rating 
of the coaches. 

Mr. Crotty 

This was Mr. 
Crott,\' 's third 
tournament
he also called 
them for tour
neys m 1949 
and 1954. H e 
worked 5 3 high 
school and col
lege games th is 
past basketball 
season with 22 
of these double-

headers. Approximately 65,000 fans 
viewed him in action during his three 
tournaments. 

Also well-known as a football offi
cial, he has called games for teams 
from W est Virginia, Virginia, orth 
Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, 
Kentucky, Pennsylvania and Ohio. 
\nd for several years he has umpired 
n the Appalachian Class D Baseball 

League. 
H e was employed by Appalachian 

in October 1946 in engineering. 

Using speciol tools ond material he 
hos gathered himself, W. C. Gilmour 
is making his own popping bugs and 
flies for summer fishing . Shown ore 
some of the lures he hos completed. 

finish. T he first coat of waterproof, 
quick-drying paint is appl ied, allowed 
to dry and covered with another coat. 
If you want spots, thi s is the' t ime to 
pain t them on, or paint the head a 
different color. 

H ackle and neck feathers from 
roosters are used to tic flies. The birds 
should be at least four years old. 
Feathers from grouse, pheasant, quail 
and other birds are used for wings. 

H e spends only 15 minutes mak
ing a fly and 20 making a popping 
bug, although the bug has to be left 
overnight so the plastic wood can set 
up. Mr. Gilmour lists the tools he 
finds most helpful in his hobby: fly 
tying vice, sharp knife, razor blade, 
bobbin for thread, whip finisher, 
scissors, tweezers and hackle pliers. 
H e advises black, green and yellow 
as the best color for paints. 

H e has had exceptionally good 
luck with the lures he has made 
himself, making this a hobby that 
shows results. 

Williamson Teams 
Fighting For Lead 

Williamson Bowling League teams 
are closely bunched as they head for 
the end of the second half. After 
seven weeks, the Bugs have a one
game lead over the Stators, Cycles and 
Hi-Volts-all tied for second place. 
The first half of play ended in a 
three-way tie. 

J. E. "Sonny" Runyon of the 
Stators has l1igh individual average 
of 149.3, just a fract ion ahead of 
Bob W aggoner of the Hi-Volts with 
149. 2. Allen Cross is running a close 
third wi th 148.2. 

J ack M aynard has the high game 
score of 22 4 and F red Varney has 
high 3-game series of 5 5 5. The 
Stators have high single team game of 
829 and high three games of 2,209. 

Help Make String Of 27 Victories 

These Huntington e mployees ore two big reasons why the St. George team 
went undefeated in 27 games in the YMCA League. At left is Jock Butle r, 
lineman, who averaged 18 points and 20 rebounds p er game from his for
ward position. Maurice Cottle, PBX operator at right, handles the fast break 
from his guard position and is one of the league's leading scorers, averaging 
31 points per game. Their team will represent the Huntington district of 
YMCA in the Eastern Division playoff in Columbus and then will compete 
in the AHEPA notional tournament in New York City. 
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Amps Named Champs 
Of Hazard Bowling 

The H azard flood put an end tn 
the bowling season as employees work
ed overtime repairing damage. The 
Amps were declared unofficial champs 
with a comfortable lead in the second 
half. 

Captained by Corbin Bobbitt, the 
Amps team also had J ackie Kidd, 
Vi rgil Carter, H erbert Kincaid, 
Chandos T ackett and H ollis Flan
agan. They lost only one game at the 
time the season was halted by the 
flood. 

Stores Still Leading 
Roanoke Bowling League 

Stores still holds onto top position 
in the Roanoke Bowling League, fol
lowed closely by Accounting. The 
Stores team has a record of 18- 1 2 
while Accounting has won 19 and 
dropped 14 games. 

Leroy Gregory, Line and Station 
team, continues with individual high 
average of 11 2 and individual high 
single game of 163. Tommy Mitchell, 
Accounting, has high 3-game set of 
395 . Accounting has team high single 
game of 6 12 while Local Office has 
team h igh 3-game set of 1 727, 

Charleston Retains 
Trophy Despite A 
Late Beckley Surge 

Top individual bowlers in the second 
Beckley-Charleston match ore pic
tured above. Front row from left: 
Judy P o we rs , Charleston, high 
women's series of 500 (she is hold
ing the division trophy won by 
Charleston); and Elizabeth Scott, 
Beckley, high women's game of 181. 
Bock row from left: Tom Croft, 
Charleston, high go me of 221; and 
Eddie Berginnis, Beckley, high se ries 
of 548. 

Beckley district bowlers took the 
second of two matches from Charles
ton recently, bu t Charleston's pin 
spread in the first match gave them 
the second annual Charleston division 
bowling trophy. 

Rolling at Beckley, the hosts de
feated Charleston by 27 pins, but 
Charleston had won the first match 
by 6 13 pins, making them season 
winners by 586 pins. The Reddy 
Kilowatt trophy will remain in 
Charleston another year and will be 
put up for possession again next 
season. 

Sporn Bowlers Top 
Windsor Plant Men 

Sporn plant bowlers took two of 
three team matches from Windsor 
plant employees at Wheeling on 
March 16. 

Cricket Searls and Jim Hart were 
captains of the winning Sporn teams. 
M embers were George Wright, Pee 
Wee Wright, Gerald Clark, Sonny 
H aggerty, John Ferguson, Charles 
Yeager, Doug Miller and William 
Winebrenner. 

Clarence Tennant's team lost to 
Windsor. They included Bob Gil
more, Karl Wiles, J immy Huffman, 
and Junie Gibbs. H oward Wagner 
of Windsor plant held an open house 
fo r all bowlers and the Sporn plants
men toured Windsor plant. A return 
match is slated at Pomeroy. 
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Boys Into Men Through Athletics One 
Of Russ Garten' s Chief Aims In Lile 

Mike and Skip, guards for the St. Agnes midget basketball team, get some 
pointers from their father, Russ Garten, team coach. Also on the team is 
Johnny Coughlin, son of Cabin Creek plant manager C. G. Coughlin . Skip 
also ploys on his father's Little League baseball team. 

H elping boys become men through 
athletics is one of Russ Garten's 
chief aims in life. 

The Charleston district credit 
supervisor is active as a coach and 
manager in both m idget basketball 
and Li ttle League baseball. Right 
now he is busy training Kanawha 
City's St. Agnes School midget basket
ball team. H e has been working with 
this school's athletic program since 
1950 and three years ago became 
manager and coach of the basketball 
team for boys from the third through 
sixth grades. 

He has between 18 and 20 boys 

Game And Fish Highlight 
Annual Charleston Dinner 

Game and fish furn ished by the 
members highlighted the ann ual 
Charleston Hunting and Fishing C lub 
dinner. 

Venison, coon, groundhog, rabbit, 
squirrel and fish were prepared by 
Sylbia Hinchman, home service su
pervisor, for the dinner. Vegetables, 
salad, coffee and brownies a la mode 
rounded out the meal, se rved to 5 0 
members and their guests. 

The club itself has done some re
pair work and a raft has been partly 
built at the Coal River camp. Club 
members hope to acquire a camp on 
Elk River this year. 

Skating Master 

Skating is o snap for 13-month-old 
Randall Mork Epling. The son of 
W. F. Epling, Rainelle employee in 
the Beckley district, hos mastered the 
art of roller skating ot the age most 
children ore just learning to walk. He 
skates through the house with ease 
since learning ofte r about three weeks 
of practice. His parents bought the 
skates os o gift for him when they 
were visitin9 in Baltimore lost Thanks
giving. 

on a team, which competes with live 
others in the Kanawha Valley 
Parochial League. This season's rec
ord was four won and five lost. 

Last summer Russ managed Bob 
Phillips' baseball team in the Little 
League and will take the same job 
this yea r. H e is also acfrre in other 
school and church acti\' ities, and is 
currently on the parish fund-rasing 
body of St. Agnes C hurch. He is 
also president of the Charleston Re
tail Credit Association. 

On And On 

Arnold Con1ey is on exception to the 
rule that basketball players re tire 
from the game early. The Logan 
plant auxiliary equipment operator is 
in his 28th year os o court star ond 
is still o constant threat to other 
teams in the Logan plant-district 
league. The 5- foot, 10- inch athlete 
specio1izes in o set shot from outside 
but often fakes his opponents with 
driving lay-ups, os in this picture. 
He alternates ot guard or forward 
with the Plant Operators and is the 
team's ploymoker. A strong odvo.::ote 
of clean living and active hobbies os 
keys to physical fitness, Arnold was a 
member of the 1932 Chapmanville 
High School team, reputed to be the 
first squad in the United States to use 
the fast break. He is also mayor of 
Chapmanville and admits these duties 
slow him down o bit. He hastens to 
odd that he believes he hos several 
good years left, and Logan opponent s 
will be the lost to soy diffe rent. 

Red Holmes Signs 
For Basketball Tour 

C harleston's basketball ace, R ed 
H olmes, is at it again. This time 
he led a team in a recent benefi t 
match and has signed for an exhi
bition tour. 

The groundman, one-time captain 
of the W est Virginia University 
team, was head of a team playing 
another with proceeds going to a local 
athlete whose wife recently died after 
an extended and costly illness. 

And Red will play for a touring 
exhibi tion team formed by W est Vir
ginia's All-American H ot Rod Hund
ley. Red will play when time and his 
work schedule allow. 
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Drilling Continues At Smith Mountain 

These two core drilling rigs are operating a t the Smith Mountain dam site. The rig at 1eft is 275 feet above 
Roanoke River at drill hole location number 16. The rig at right is working in the rive r. Both are cutting a 13/.i
inch cylinder of rock to a depth between 200 and 300 feet . Water is used ta lubricate and cool the diamond drill 
that cuts through t he rock and leaves a sample inside the core barrel. 

Core drilling continues at the site 
of Appalachian's Smith Mountain 
Dam in Bedford and P ittsyh-ania 
counties, about 40 miles downstream 
from Roanoke. This is one of the 
preliminary phases of work on the 
proposed $20-million dam on Roanoke 
River. 

D rilling that started December 18 
goes to a depth at each location be
tween 200 and 300 feet. So far, 
16 locations have been drilled, eight 
on the mountain and seven along 
the river's edge. The first drilling 
in the river itself started in mid
March. 

Drilling on the mountain is being 
done to invcstivte the quality of 
rock while drilling along the river is 
being done to compile necessary geo
logical information. Cunningham 
Core D rilling and Grouting Corp
oration of Salem has the contract for 
the core drill ing. 

Establishes Rock Pattern 

The drilling establishes the pattern 
cf the rock to b<.. us~J. for LLu11 foun
dations. The core samples arc in-

Lee L. Davis Named 
Vice President Of 
Service Corporation 

Mr. Davis 

Lee L. D avis, area development 
manager of the AGE Service Corpor
ation, has been elected a vice presi
dent of the Service Corporation. 

Mr. D avis, who directs the area 
and industrial development programs 
for the AGE System, joined the Serv
ice Corporation in 1939. H e began 
his area development work with 
AGE in 1946. This assignment has 
involved working with national, 
state and community industrial de
velopment groups and with industry 
in a continuing effort to attract new 
industry and the expansion of exist
ing industry in the territory served 
by AGE System companies. 

A graduate of ew York Uni-
ve rsity, Mr. Davis is active in the 
Society of Industrial Realtors and is 
a member of both the American In
dustrial Development Council and 
the Area Development Committee 
of the Edison Electric Institute. 

A drille r of the Cunningham Care Drilling and Grouting Corporation of Salem 
removes the core from the barrel ot left. At right, he puts it in o core box 
which holds 16 feet of core. These cores ore inspected by o geologist who 
identifies the various changes in the rock ond records the changes so that o 
map of the underground rock structure con be prepared. 

spected by a geologist who identifies 
the various changes in the rock and 
records the changes so that a map 
of the underground rock structure 
can be prepared. 

After a pattern of rock formation 
is established and the best location for 
the dam can be set, then clearing of 
trees and loose rock will be the next 
step. o plans can be made at the 
present, howcl'cr, until the core drill
ing job is finished . 

This core drilling is part of the 
work to be completed under the pre
liminary permit granted by the Fed
eral Power Commission in J anuary. 
When final approval to construct and 
operate Smith M ountain dam is re
ceived, then const ruction should get 
under way shortly. I t is estimated 
the project would take from 30 to 
36 months to complete. After com
pletion of the dam, it will take an 
estimated three years to completely 
fill. 

The prel iminary permit estimated 
the genera ting capacity would be 
60,000 ki lowatts, minimum. Plans 
call for a 200-foot high rock-filled 

1 Hoe Line Work 
Proves Shocking 

H ot line work proved shocking 
to a thief in the Welch district re
cently. 

The Keystone service crew found a 
pole cut down and 110 pounds of 
copper wire stolen from the secondary. 
The next day police caught the cul
prit-a teen.:age boy. 

H e said he had been knocked out 
when he came in contact with a "hot" 
line after cutting down the pole. 
Recovering consciousness, he took the 
copper from the line that then was 
"dead." H e confessed he took the 
copper because he needed money. 

This was his first offense. At the 
trial it developed the boy wanted to 
join the Navy. So the judge, with 
the consent of the in terested parties, 
agreed to free the boy- last seen on 
his way to sign up for Navy service. 

Rolph Mudgett, hydro construction 
engineer who is seated, points out the 
location of o feature in the under
ground rock to Poul Johnson, Appo
lochion hydro supervising engineer. 

dam which would cost considerably 
less than a concrete structure. 

C. C. Darrah Heads 
Industrial Group 

C. C. Darrah has been elected to 
his third consecutive term as presi
dent of the T ug Valley Industrial 
Corporation. 

H e is Williamson district manager. 
The organization is composed of 
business and professional men with 

Mr. Dorroh 

the purpose of 
attracting small 
industries into 
the area. 

M r. Darrah 
joined the com
pany in 1931 
as a me ter tester 
111 Charleston 
and has worked 
in Welch, 
Mon tgomery 
and H azard. 

H e served as assistant district mana
ger at Williamson and Beckley be
fore being named Williamson dis
trict manager in J une 1954. 

A graduate of VPI, he is a mem
ber of the Municipal Utility Board 
of the City of Williamson and the 
Rotary Club, is a Shriner and a 
director of the Tug Valley Chamber 
of Commerce. H e is married and has 
one daughter. 
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Articles By Kanawha River Plant And 
System Men Appear In 'Monthly Notes' 

Six articles wr itten by Kanawha 
River plant and system employees ap
peared in the March issue of M onthly 
Operating N otes. 

Three of the articles were written 
by W. J. Buchanan, Jr., Kanawha 
River plant maintenance supervisor. 
"Audible Ground Alarm Found 
Effective" describes an inexpensive 
circuit provid
ing an audible 
ground alarm 
for two con
trol-battery cir
cuits. It ac
companies a 
visual alarm sys
tem already in 
operation. T he 
audible alarm 
system, in oper- Mr. Buchanon 
ation for two 
years, has warned of grounds in 
equipment that might never have 
been noticed. 

Mr. Buchanan also wrote " T ur
bine-Valve Supplies Ma<le Readily 
Accessible" in which he describes a 
portable supply box made to carry 
all the equipment needed in periodic 
removal of turbine valves for in
spection and cleaning. T his box 
makes supplies readily available to 
the worker. 

The third article, "Traveling
Screen Maintenance Aided by Re
mote Control," describes a remote 
control built on traveling screens to 
be used when the screens are being 
greased. This eliminates the need 
of a man at the star ter to control 
movement of the screens, since wi th 
the remote control one of the two 
men doing the actual greasing can 
control them. 

Another Kanawha River plant man, 
T. P. Grady, barge attendant, was 
the author of " Barge Tie-Line 
H angers Speed Operations, Avoid 
Accidents." These hangers were 
built to hold tie lines for barges, so 
that a man on top of a barge could 
tie the barge without the need of 
another man to hand him the line. 
It also eliminated the unsafe practice 
of "fishing" for the line with a pike
pole, which involved leaning over the 
edge of the barge. 

G. M. Guill, system electronic 
engineer, wrote "Expect Increasing 
Interference Wi th 2-Way Radio." 
In it he reviewed the history of sun 
spots and their affect on rad io trans
mission. H e poin ted out an 11-year 

Officers Elected 
At Pikeville Meet 

Officers were elected and a 4.8% 
dividend declared at the annual meet
ing of the Power Employees Credit 
Union in Pikeville. 

The board of directors elected the 
following officers: William Ward 
Zoellers, distribution engineer, pres
ident ; H. M. Eagle, general foreman, 
vice president; Sibyl Keene, clerk, 
secretary; L. M. Newsom, record 
supervisor, treasurer, and Jess Collier, 
lineman, director. 

The treasurer's report showed the 
Credi t Union had total assets of $ 19,-
149.6 1 and a share balance of $12,-
925 .25 . Total membership for 1956 
was 85 . Sixty loans were made during 
the year to bring the undivided 
earn ings total for dividends to $547.-
66. 

Perry Cline, engineering aide, 
Winifred Miller, distribution en
gineer, and Mont Cline, senior gen
eral clerk, all were elected to the 
supervisory committee. Elected to the 
credit committee were Rodman 
Crutchfield, head T&D clerk, Bruce 
Prater, senior meter clerk, and Ed
ward Lykins, senior draftsman. 

Mr. Grady Mr. Guill 

Mr. Johnston Mr. Willhide 

cycle will reach its peak this year, 
when sun spot interference wi th radio 
transmission will be qui te strong. H e 
also explained how communications 
would be affected and suggested as 
one remedy the conservation of "air" 
time by operators. 

E . F. Johnston, system operating 
administrative assistant, and J. G. 
Willhide, system operating engineer
ing draftsman, were the co-authors 
of "Graphic-Chart Interpolator Saves 
T ime." They describe an acetate 
chart interpolator used in converting 
information on graphic-meter charts 
to numerical tabulations. T he in
terpolator speeds this work and 
eliminates errors that will sometimes 
occur with customary reading of 
graphic charts. 

System Operating 
Men Are Promoted 

Mr. Bernard Mr. Poff 

P. C. Bernard, system station op
erator at Kanawha, and W. B. Poff, 
Jr., system station operator at Roanoke 
have been promoted to regional dis
patchers. 

Mr. Bernard joined the company 
at Roanoke in April 1951 in the 
station operating section and went to 
Kanawha in February 1954. H e ha. 
received recogn ition for his musical 
talents and has played with both the 
Roanoke and Charleston Symphony 
Orchestras. H e is married and the 
father of a son. 

Mr. Poff joined Appalachian in 
J uly 1945 in the accounting section 
and transferred to system operating 
in J anuary 1951. His hobbies in
clude hunting and fishing. 

Appalachian Reaches 
Million Manhours 

Appalachian employees worked a 
million manhours without a disabling 
injury during J anuary and February. 

This is the fourth time in the 
company's 31 -year history the mark 
has been reached-the other three 
times were last year. Beginning Jan
uary 9, the newest record of 1,073,-
263 manhours was reached February 
28. An additional estimated 80,000 
manhours were worked in M arch 
before a disabling inj ury. 
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