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Nineteen fifty-eight will be a 
good business year, members of 
management of the American 
Gas and Electric System were 
told at t he 10th annual managers' 
meeting in Fort Wayne on o
vember 6. 

Philip Sporn, president of AGE 
and of our companies, told his audi
ence of 300 that " 1957 will end up 
not as a year of boom business, but 
still good business, and ahead of 
1956." T hen he added, " 195 8 will 
also end up, I believe, with a slight 
increase above 1957. A part of that 
will represent the increase in the price 
indices, but there also will be some 
real increases in the national output 
and in the general welfare of our 
economy." 

Mr. Sporn said that next year is 
going to have "some uncertainties." 
H e listed these as: the international 
ballistic missile race, Sputnik, Mutt
nik, Mr. Krushchev, and a number 
of important elections. 

Offsetting Factors 
O n the other hand, he pointed 

out, factors offsetting these uncer
tain ties will be a continuation of a 
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Pausing during the AGE managers' meeting are these 
men, who helped represent our companies. They are from 
left : C. J. Bryan, assistant Kingsport general manager; 
D. C. Kennedy, Lynchburg district manager; H. H. Kin
caid, Pikeville district manager; C. C. Darrah, Williamson 

district manager; J. A. Patterson, Clinch River plant mana
ger; A. F. Horne, Welch district manager; J. V. Mann, 
Beckley district manager; and G. E. Hervey, Point Pleasant 
district manager. 

high-level national budget, including 
probably substantially greater defense 
expenditures; a continuation of capi
tal expenditure outlays "at least as 
great as in 195 7"; and a probable 
increase in consumer expenditures. 

"Under such a climate, the AGE 
System should do well," Mr. Sporn 
said. 

H e said that an unusually large 

increase in electric power sales in 
195 8, brought about principally by 
the beginning of operation of heavy 
power-consuming industries at several 
locations, would bring with it both 
"encouragement" and "problems". 
Among these problems will be in
creased interest charges, increased 
taxes, and increased depreciation ex
penses. 

Mr. Sporn also pointed to recent 
increased costs in various phases of 
operation which have compounded 
the problem of maintaining earnings. 
Specifically he mentioned hikes in 
the price of coal and major power 
apparatus. Steam turbines, for ex
ample, have increased in price 27 % 
since April 19 5 6; large boilers, over 
280% since 1955; and large power 
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Canton To Be Site 
Of AGE System 
Engineering Group 

In his "state-of-the-company" ad
dress at the AGE System managers 
mee ting, President Philip Sporn an
nounced that plans are being drawn 
for establishment of "a rather com
plete engineering group" at Canton, 
Ohio. 

The group, which will include 
engineers and draftsmen, will be a 
branch of the AGE Service Corpora
tion. It will carry out engineering 
work not only for Ohio Power Com
pany, which maintains its general 
offices in Canton, but for all other 
operating companies of the AGE Sys
tem as well. 

"As this office develops and as the 
affairs of the AGE System expand," 
Mr. Sporn said, " I would expect that 
other branch offices then would be 
opened in Roanoke, Va., and Fort 
Wayne, Ind." Roanoke is head
quarters of Appalachian Electric 
Power Company, and Fort Wayne is 
headquarters of Indiana & Michigan 
Electric Company. 

Principal offices of the Service Cor
poration are located in New York 
City. It also operates a system pro
duction coordination office in Colum
bus, Ohio, and a general chemical 
laboratory in H untington, W. Va. 

Huntington 
Boy's Lile 

Lineman Saves 
With First Aid 

Mr. Sporn explained that the in
creases in energy sales-because they 
will be to a large extent in the area 
of low-return indmtrial sale-will 
not be accompanied by comparative 
increases in operating revenues, and in 
turn this will require special efforts 
to protect earnings. If earnings do 
not keep pace, the system's ability to 
finance its current record-shattering 
construction and expansion program 
-now pegged at $800-million for 
the 1956-60 period-will be im
paired. 

January 1 Marks Start Of Registration 
For Education Awards Competition 

Lineman Harold Back, right, of the Huntington district talks over missing 
teeth and a few head scars with 16-year-old Skip Gaede. Lineman Back is 
credited with saving the boy's life by quick first aid action. Photo courtesy 
"Huntington Herald-Advertiser.'' 

-U Anyone might be called upon to 
save a life, but because first aid courses 
take time, the attitude that "it will 
never happen to me" is often too 
prevalent. H owever, 16-year-old Skip 
Gaede of H untington and H arold L . 
Back, H untington district lineman, 
will attest to the fact that "it can 
happen to me." 

L ineman Back was working atop 
a power pole when he saw young Skip 
thrown from his bicycle head fi rst 
into a culvert. After clambering 
down the pole, the lineman found 
skip lying face down in the mud un
conscious and bleeding profusely from 
head cuts. 

Mr. Back quickly took first aid 
measures. An emergency call via the 
service truck's two-way radio brought 
an ambulance and Skip's mother. Ar
riving before the ambulance, Mrs. 
Gaede found the lineman hOlding 
Skip and applying pressure to stop 
bleeding. 

Doctors later told Skip's parents 
that without prompt first aid atten
tion, Skip · might have bled to death. 
H owever, because of lineman Back's 

effective action the lad suffered little 
more than head lacerations and the 
loss of teeth. 

In a letter to Appalachian, Mrs. 
Gaede expressed praise for L ineman 
Back's "quick thinking" and "human 
kindness." "What really touched me 
more than his saving my son's life," 
she wrote, "was the fact that when 
he left work that n ight, he went to 
the hospital . . . to inquire about 
the lad who had the bike accident." 

M r. Back joined the Huntington 
district T&D department as a laborer 
in 1948 and was promoted to line
man in 1949. H e attended schools 
in H untington and served in the 

avy in 1945 and 1946. He is 
married and the father of two sons. 

The Huntington H erald-Adver
tiser carried a lengthy article in the 
October 27 issue praising Lineman 
Back and explaining how the com
pany's two-way radio system can be 
of value in emergencies. Accompany
ing the article were pictures of M r. 
Back and Skip and of Appalacjlian's 
H un tington communications· center. 

Therefore, he concluded, "We are 
going to have to watch the efficiency 
of our operations very carefully to 
assure that our earnings are pro
tected." 

Economy Needed 

H e cited a number of fields in 
which increased efficiency and econ
omy could be effected in the opera
tion of the system. As an example, 
he made this one point: In 195 8, 
AGE system steam plants are going 
to generate 27-billion kilowatthours. 
A reduction of 11/ 100 of a mill per 
kwh in average cost of operation and 
maintenance of these plants would 
reduce operating expense approxi
mately $3-million. 

New Peak Hit 
By Appalachian 

A new peak of 1,448,000 kilo
watts was hit during the hour 
ending at 6 p.m. November 13 
on the Appalachian system. 

This exceeds the previous high 
peak of 1,440,000 kw, hit at noon 
August 1 5. Still another peak is 
expected sometime this month. 

AGE, Ohio Power and Indiana 
& Michigan also hit peaks in o
vember, all on November 18. The 
AGE System peak of 3,835,000 
kw was established between 11 
a.m. and noon, while I&M's peak 
of 929,000 kw was hit the same 
hour. Ohio's new peak of 1,566,-
000 kw occurred between I 0 and 
11 a.m. 

Registration opens January 1 for 
sons and daughters of company em
ployees who wish to enter the fourth 
annual AGE System's Education 
Awards competition. 

Eight $500 awards will be given 
next year. The program, initiated in 
1955 with one award, grew to five 
awards in 19 5 6 and to eight awards 
this year. 

Deadline for entering the 1958 
competition is J anuary 24. 

Competitors for the awards will be 
divided into five AGE System groups 
which are based, equally as possible, 
on the total number of employees in 
each group. Two awards will be made 
to winners from each of the three 
larger companies: Appalachian, In
diana & Michigan and Ohio Power. 
Another award will go to the top 
entrant from the group made up of 
Kentucky Power, Kingsport Utili
ties, Wheeling Electric, the Philip 
Sporn and W indsor plants, and t~ 
smaller companies. The eighth $500 
award will go to the top entrant from 
the AGE Service Corporation. 

Any son or daughter of an em
ployee of any company of the AGE 
System who plans to enter freshman 
year in a degree-granting institution 
to pursue a course leading to a bac
calaureate degree may compete by 
taking a competitive examination 
(the standard College Entrance Board 
Scholastic Aptitude Test). 

Information and forms for enter
ing this year's competition will be 
available after the first of the year 
from the personnel supervisor at your 
office or plant. Each personnel super
visor , will have kits containing in
structions for contestants, a bulletin 
of information o~ the test, an· appl i- ' 
cation form, recommendation forms 

to be submitted to the entrant's high 
school principal and forms for addi
tional information on the contestant. 

Keehne, Garnett 
Elected To Posts 

Mr. Keehne Mr. Garnett 

W . F. Keehne, assistant secretary 
of Appalachian and Kingsport, and 
W. B. Garnett, assistant secretary of 
Kentucky, have been elected to the 
additional position of assistant treas
urer of their respective companies. 

Other assistant secretaries also 
elected to the additional position of 
assistant treasurer of their respective 
companies in the AGE System are 
the following: C. M. Mortenson, 
Indiana & M ichigan Electric Com
pany, and P. T . Cosway, Ohio Power. 

Mr. Keehne joined the West Vir
ginia Water and Electric Company 
in Charleston September 1, 1920. 
Playing a part in the formation of 
Appalachian, he was transferred to 
Roanoke in July 1926. He became 
system office manager January 1, 
1948. 

Mr. Garnett joined Kentucky at 
Sprigg February 19, 1920. When 
the company became a part: of the 
AGE System in 1922 he Weht to 
H untington and then went' 'to llda
noke i~ 1929. T en years later lie 
transferred1 to Ashland. I' .:-,. ' 
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What Is Christmas? 
Christmas is a lot of things. It's bigger 

than Santa Claus and it's brighter than 
a million lighted trees. I t reaches beyond 
the mailing of Christmas cards and the 
exchanging of gifts. It's warmer than hot 
mince pie and more inspiring than the 
aroma of golden brown turkey and sage 
dressing. 

The spirit of Christmas encircles this 
confused and tired world of ours every 
year, and neither war nor personal 
tragedy can dull its luster. 

It begins before December 25th and 
lasts as long as you have the spirit of 
Christmas in your heart. 

It begins along about the time small 
children with amazing intuition ask, 
"When's Christmas, mommy?" And 
the day you take the bedraggled 
Christmas tree down against their tearful 
protests doesn't really mark the end. 

Christmas thrives wherever men are 
free, for its roots are buried deep in 
human dignity. No dictator can ever 
entirely destroy Christmas because it is 
impossible to put barbed wire around a 
man's soul. 

Christmas is a magic t hing. It makes 
a family out of relatives, turns ac
qu aintances into friends. It changes 
houses into homes, makes bright lights 
brighter, makes snow more beautiful. 
Christmas even turns the music of chil
dren's laughter into a symphony of joy 
and praise. Christmas leaves on every
thing a touch of greatness and peace. 

Christmas is indestructible and ever
lasting because it is a state of mind-a 
way of thinking- a manner of looking 
at things-a belief in people-and an 
abiding faith in Christ the Lord. 

Mullins Press 

Safe Or Sorry? 
During Christmas common sense dic

tates of safe living must not be lost in the 
nostalgia of the season. The tree with its 
fascination to the youngsters, the heart
warming colored lights in the window, 
yule-time visits of good will can be lost in 
the sorrow of an accident. 

For a safe Christmas let's: 

1. Keep the tree in water to forestall 
its drying out too quickly. 

2. Check the wiring and bulbs before 
stringing lights on the tree. 

3. Make sure wall outlets aren't over
loaded with Christmas tree and window 
lights. 

4. Watch young children when they 
are around the Christmas tree. 

5. Be careful of falls when hanging 
decorations. 

6. Dispose of wrapping paper, a fire 
hazard, right away. 

7. And remember, although it's heard 
as often as the song "White Christmas," 
it still makes good sense to drive safely. 
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What Christmas do you remember best? 

JESSE L. ASHWORTH, Payroll Clerk, 
Roanoke 

A red wagon, that was all I wanted that 
Christmas. 

As a boy of eight my impression of Christ
mas was the giving and receiving of gifts. I 
knew t he real meaning of Christmas but up 
to that time it was secondary in my thinking. 

Christmas morning came and there, much 
to my joy, was my wagon. It was on this 
very morning while my whole world revolved 
around my wagon, d1at through the wisdom 
of my father, he led me to see for the first 
time that the wagon was secondary and that 
the birth of Jesus should be foremost in my 
thoughts at Christmas time. 

BESS JONES, Clerk-Stenoqrapher, 
Point Pleasant 

When I was first asked the question, "What 
Christmas do you remember best?", I had to 
stop and think. Memories of different years 
crossed my mind, each seeming to be the best. 
Every Christmas has been wonderful, even 
when money was not in abundance. There 
have been times when there wasn't a lot 
materially, but always the love of my parents, 
my brother, and two sisters. 

But the one that stands out in my memory 
as I write this is the Christmas of 195 5, 
maybe because it is more recent. This was 
the year my parents told me to select my 
pattern and they would start my sterling silver. 
This, I guess, is the dream of all young 
women. I know it was for me. 

JAMES E. BAILEY. T&D clerk, Blue
field 

My most memorable Christmas was in the 
year 1951. I returned with 4,000 others to 
the United States on December 2 1 after 

spending fourteen months in Korea and the 
Far East with the First Marine Division. 
E veryone had spent at least one or more Christ
mases in Korea. San Francisco declared open 
house for everyone, offering the finest Christ
mas spirit one could ask for. 

Arrangements had been made to have trans
portation available to rush the men to any 
point in the United States for the holidays. 
I was processed and released for a 3 0-day 
Christmas leave within four hours after land
ing in the States. Arriving home I found that 
some of the gifts that had been purchased for 
me for the Christmas of 19 5 0 that could not 
be mailed were still gift wrapped and waiting 
for me under a beautiful Christmas tree. 

This, I believe, is my most memorable 
Christmas. 

WILLIAM H. HOARD. Janitor, Kinqs
port 

The Christmas I remember best was when 
I was small and my brothers and sisters had 
gone to the church for the Christmas program. 
I stayed at home with mother while she was 
doing the last minute baking as I liked to 
scrape the cake pans. 

I was in bed when the others re turned and 
never saw what they brought me. The next 
morning I found that Santa had left me a 
shoe box of candy, apples, oranges, and nuts; 
along with a shiny pair of new boots-my 
first to own. 

I put them on and then discovered a deep 
snow had covered the ground. I spent the 
morning helping make a snow man. 

ELEANOR FRUTH, Clerk-Typist, 
Philip Sporn Plant 

The Christmas or perhaps I should say 
Christmases that I remember as being best 
were the ones that I shared with my brothers 
and sisters when we were small children. 

Christmas to most children seems more 
special than any other holiday or at least it 
did to me. There were so many things in 
which to look forward such as going tree 
hunting, being the first awake on Christmas 
morning to see what Santa brought and also 
going to church, not only to get a treat, but 
to take part in the church's Christmas pro
gram. 

Since I was the youngest and the last at 
home, I realize that my Christmases wouldn't 
have been nearly so enjoyable without some
one to share doing all those things. 
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R. J. STINNETT. System Civil Drafts
man, Roanoke 

To try to single out any one Christmas as 
the one to remember best is quite a task. There 
were many years when as a youngster growing 
up I thought each Christmas was better than 
the last. 

Since my two youngsters have become old 
enough to understand and enjoy the meaning 
of Christmas each one becomes more memorable 
than the one before. And the last was, I be
lie\•e, the best of all. 

Two things make it stand out-my son's 
fi rst participation as an acolyte in a very beau ti·· 
ful midnight Mass on Christmas Eve; and ~ 
secondly, Santa Claus' answer to his request
his very first shiny, new bike. Why do I 
think it the best? That is the way it happened 
to me-to relive it with my family makes it 
the best to remember. 

MARTHA RUTHERFORD, Cashier, 
Pikeville 

If l had to name one Christmas as being the 
best, I think it would be the Christmas of 
194 1-my last Christmas at home. 

World War II had just been declared and 
all the boys were volunteering or being drafted. 
My husband and brothers were no exception. 
At Christmas that year we tried to forget the 
war and what it might bring. I think we 
succeeded. Since then we have never all been 
together, but when any of us are together, 
we never fai l to recall our last Christmas at 
home. 

What we remember is mostly personal and 
humorous only to us. I am sure each of us 
left that day knowing that we had experienced 
a Christmas that we would always remember. 

Look Into 
A Child's Eyes 

Look into a child's eyes and see there 
the tremendous eternal miracle of Christ
mas. 

Discover t here what has made Christ
mas live when a thousand other customs 
have been t rampled under the feet of the 
passing years. 

Look into a child's eyes, listen to a 
child's laughter, and be humbly grateful 
that you are privileged to live in a world 
where Christmas lives. 

) 
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"G' won, buddy. Push it! What's a little rain, sleet and snow? You con 
see the nose of your car, can't you?" That's Tempy talking to a man who 
figures he doesn't hove time to stop and wait for the weather to clear up 
some. This man, with Tempy's encourage ment, is ignoring all common sense 
driving rules so he con save a few minutes. 

A few figures from lost year's traffic accidents might change this man's 
mind. But if he listens to Tempy he 'll never know that 5,000 fatal a ccidents 
and 306,030 non- fatal accidents occurred in foggy, rainy or snowy weather. 
Or to look at it another way, wet, snowy or icy rood conditions accounted 
for 6,580 fatal and 417,010 non- fatal accidents lost year. 

The smart driver will stop hi s car when the weather acts up. He'll be 
particularly careful whe n the roods ore bod. That way he will sa ve his life 
and the life of others . •. and will help Bock T he Atta ck on Traffic Accide nts. 

New Unit Operation Slated 
At Ohio's Muskingum Plant 

The 225 ,000-kilowatt turbine
generating U ni t 3 at Ohio Power 
Company's Muskingum R iver plant, 
Beverly, Ohio, was expected to be 
placed in commercial operation in 
late November. 

Operation of the new unit raises 
the Muskingum River station's total 
generating capability to 655,000 
kilowatts, maki ng it the largest power 

Charleston Vet, 
Retired, Dies 

Mr. Lave nder 

Ivan C. " Pi nky" L a1•cnder, 6 1, 
died at his Deland , F la. home No
vember 2, one month after his re
tirement from the C harleston d istrict. 

A native W est Virgi nian, he was 
born at M orris Creek February 13, 
1896. H e served with the Army 
Artillery during W orld W ar I and 
worked fo r the Lake Superior Coal 
Company and W heel ing Electric 
Company before joining Appalachian . 

H e came with the company April 
I, 1926 as a l ineman. In 194 5 he 
became a troublcman and mo1·ed up 
to line foreman in 1947. 

H e reti red early at the age of 6 1 
in October and he and h is wife 
bought a home in Deland, Fla. 

Survi1·ing M r. Lavender, besides 
his wife , arc three siste rs and three 
brothers. C harleston line fo remen 
were pallbearers at the N ovember 6 
fune ral at Bartlett F uneral H ome in 
Charleston. Burial was in T yler 
Mountai n M emorial G ardens. 

plant on the se1•cn-state American 
Gas and E lectric System. The plant's 
capacity wi ll be increased agai n- to 
880,0 00 kw- when U nit 4, an iden
tical 225,0 00 kw unit, is placed 111 

operation ea rly in 1958. 
U nits 3 and 4, each capable of 

supplying electric senicc to 6 50,000 
average homes, together wi ll cost an 
estimated total of $5 7-million. 

The Muskingum River plant's first 
two units, each with a capacity of 
2 15 ,000 kw, were placed in sen'icc 
in December 1953 and J une 195 4, 
respectively. 

U nit 3 at Muski ngum is the second 
in a series of eight 225,000-kw power 
machines to go into operation on the 
AGF. System; in addition, the System 
also is currently building two 4 50,-
000-kw uni ts, the world's largest 
upon their completion. U nit 3 also 
was the second O hio Power unit to 
be placed in se rvice in the past four 
months, Philo plant's historic I 07,-
000-kw Unit 6 having gone in com
mercial operation August I. 

Operation of Uni t 3 also increases 
the AGE System's total capabi lity to 
4, 57 1,000 kw. Remaining units 
under construction at five diffe rent 
locations in four sta tes on the System 
will raise total capacity to 6,365,000 
kw br 1960 . 

All told, the AGE System is in-
1·esting an estimated $800-million in 
new constrnction during the fi1•e-year 
period 1956-60. By the end of 19 57, 
approximately $293-mill ion of this 
total will have been spcn t. 

Fifth First Aid Class 
Completed In Charleston 

I n the fif th First Aid class held in 
the C harleston district, I 5 more em
ployees completed courses under the 
instruction of Clifford P icklesimer. 

I ncluded in the group were: 
F rank C. Young, Walter Tibbetts, 
F rederick C. Lawrence, E. R . Young, 
T. F. Jordan, Lake Turley, Earl E . 
Landers, F. L. T hompson, Mark M . 
Miller, William V. H ess, Dcnzil A. 
All ison, James P. Smolder, Rex 
H ayes, J. 0 . Bartlett and F.. C. 
H ammock. 
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Christmas Parties Planned 
One of the highlights of the 

C hristmas seawn in our companies 
is the gala employee part)'. And agai n 
th is year locations are busy planning 
for the biggest and best parti es yet. 

The following locations have an
nounced thei r plans for C hri stmas 
parties: 

Abingdon-Distri ct e mpl oyees 
will have their party D ecember 20 , 
beginning at 7 p. m. Children's 
parties will be held in Gate City 
December 16 at 3 p. m ., in Lebanon 
December 17 at 3 p. m., in C lin t
wood D ecember 18 at 3 p. m. and in 
Abingdon December 19 at 3 p. m. 

Beckley-T he Beckley F. lks Club 
wi ll be the scene December 20 at 
7 p. m. for the employees' partv. A 
di nner wi ll be followed by a dance. 
T he child ren wi ll be entertained D e · 
ccmber 14 at 10 a. m. in the E lks 
Club. Santa will highl ight the pro
gram. 

Bluefield- Bluefi eld district, divi
sion and svstcm employees and their 
g-ucsts will gather at the Bluefi eld 
City Audi torium December 20. A 
buffet dinner will be followed by a 
1·isit from Santa. An enterta inment 
program is next, and the eveni ng wi ll 
be closed with a dance. C. L. 
Shocke.~·, d istrict personnel supervisor, 
is in charge of arrangements. 

Cabin Creek Plant- A theater 
party for ch ild ren, with adults in
vited, is planned on December 2 1 at 
I 0 a. m. at Browns T heater. Santa 
Claus will ha1·e gifts for the young
sters. 

Charleston- T hree parties are 
slated . O n December 13 the ad ult 
party wi ll be held at the Shri ne 
Mosgue beginning at 6 :30 p. m. 
C harleston h igh school students will 
present a specia l show afte r di nner, 
and they will be followed by a dance. 
Teen-age children of employees and 
their guests will be entertai ned, be
ginning at 7 p. m. D ecember 19, at 
H umphrey's D ri ftwood Room. C hil
dren between the ages of I 3 and 19 
will ha1·e a buffet d inner and a dance. 
T he kiddies' party is scheduled for 
December 2 1 at the State Theatre. 
Mo1·ies and Santa arc planned. 

Hazard-December 13 is the date 
of the employees' party. A dinner 
will be followed by bingo. T he eve
ning begins at 6 :30. Chi ld ren will 
be entertained December 2 1 at 2 
p. m. with movies and Santa and 
his gifts. 

Huntington- T he district-divi
sion annual dinner-dance will be held 
December 6 in the main office build
ing beginning at 6 :45 p. m . A dance 

1nd bingo will follow the dinner. 
Carl M. Dunn, C. J. Akers, J. M. 
Scites, S. R. P ri tchard and T ed M c
Curdy arc chairmen of the party. 
Children will have a party the next 
day, December 7, beginn ing at 2 
p. m. Charles H oschar will sec that 
Santa gets to the party and bri ngs 
gifts for everyone. 

Kanawha River Plant-Three 
parties arc planned. The adu lts will 
visit the Mountai neer Room at Belle 
December 20 at 6:30 p. m. fo r a 
d inner-dance. T een-agers will go to 
the Chelyan Junior H igh School gym 
for a j uke box dance December 6. 
And the little ones will have thei r 
party at the Chelyan gym December 
13, beginning at 7 p. m. San ta will 
bring wi th him gifts and a magician. 

Kingsport-Employees and their 
g-ucsts will have a Christmas dinner 
December I 3 at the Ki ngsport Inn, 
and the children' s par ty is scheduled 
fo r the afternoon of December 2 1, 
with Santa Claus. A teen-age dance 
will be held after C hristmas. 

Logan District-The adult party 
wi ll be held December 20 and the 
children's party D ecember I 4. A 
!Cparatc party for teen-age rs is being 
planned. 

Lynchburg-The Oakwood Club 
will be the scene December 14, at 
7 p. m., fo r the employees' party. A 
dinner will be followed by singing 
and other entertai nment, and a dance 
wi ll cl imax the evening. C hi ldren 
wi ll 1·isit the Quality D airy Club 
Room D ecember 2 1 at 2 p. m. to 
rccei vc gifts from San ta and see 
movies. F.arl R. D riski ll is in charge. 
Colored employees will ha1•c a party 
December 14 at the Mecca Restau
rant. Din ner and music have been 
arranged by Wi lliam Davis. 

Pikeville-Employees will gather 
at th ree Pikeville restau rants at 7 
p. m. D ecember 13 for d inner, and 
will convene in the main office about 
8 :30 for singing, door prizes, a visit 
from Santa and a dance. The d is
trict's Reddy Kilowatt Players wi ll 
enterta in . The main office wi ll also 
be the scene December 14 at 2 p. m . 
for the children's party. Movies, 
refreshments, and of course, Santa, 
will highlight the day. 

Point Pleasant-December 14 is 
the day for the adults' par ty at the 
Moose Home. The Point Pleasant 
High School Band wi ll join em
ployees in p resenting a program , 
which follows a bu ffet dinner. A 
dance ends the evening. T een-agers 
wi ll gather December 20 at the 
Episcopal C hurch Parish H ouse fo r 
a record dance and refreshments. 
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Over System 
And the li ttle ones will have a party 
at the State Theatre D ecember 2 1, 
beginn ing at 9:30 a. m . 

Roanoke-D istrict, d ivision and 
system R/ e & R/ w employees will 
have a party December 13 at 7 p. m . 
at the H otel Roanoke. A d inner wi ll 
be fo llowed by a dance. The chil
d ren's parties will be held D ecember 
23 in the company auditorium at 
I :30 and 3:30. The plann ing com
mi ttee is composed of C. E . W est, 
M . G . Covey, Ruth Cummings, 
H elen Young, R. H . T homas, D . E. 
T rout and I. B. Peters. T he colored 
party will be held December 14 at 
H otel Dumas. I t will also be a 
dinner-dance. The colored child ren's 
party is slated for the Orange Avenue 
YWCA December 21 at 2 p. m. 
Elizabeth Sydnor, J ul ia Law and 
J. H . T erry are on the planni ng 
committee. 

Roanoke System-Employees 
on the third and fourth floors of 
the main office and in system meter 
wi ll have a dinner-dance at the E lks 
Club December 20. Employees on 
the fi fth and sixth floors of the main 
oflicc will have a dinner-dance De
cember 18 at the H otel Roanoke. 

Philip Sporn Plant-The Moose 
Club in Point Pleasant will be the 
scene December I I and 18 for parties 
fo r employees and their guests. Paul 
Scally, Ralph Gibbs, J r ., Karl Wiles 
and Bill Baronick and Rome Wil
liamson arc in charge of arrangements. 
Ch ild ren will be entertained D ecem
ber 2 1 at the H aven Theatre in N ew 
Haven. Santa will bring gi fts and 
movies with him. 

Welch-Six parties are sched uled. 
W clch employees will have a party 
December 20 in the Comm unity 
Room , the same place the child ren's 
party wi ll be held D ecember 2 I . The 
G rundy employees' party is slated for 
the T emple Motel December 13, 
and the children's party D ecember 
14 at the Grundy office. The Poca
hontas-Switchback employees' party is 
tentatively scheduled for D ecember 
I 8 at the Pocahontas office, and the 
children's party will be December 18 
at Switchback. 

Williamson-A turkey dinner at 
7 p. m. December 13 in the Moun
taineer H otel will begin the em
ployees' party. Dancing, bingo and 
entertainment will follow at the com
pany aud itorium. A visit from Santa, 
with gifts and movies, will highlight 
the child ren's party December 14 at 
2 p. m. J. R. H ar tzog, Woodrow 
H olbrook, Alber ta Shelton, Florence 
Murphy and E. J. Clouser are in 
charge of the parties. 

Two More Beckley Classes Completed 

Nearing the end of a planned program, Beckley employees 
hove complet ed t wo more first aid classes. One more 
class is scheduled . J . E. Homme r, W . E. Zapp, P. W . 
Burks and Clyde A. Marshall we re instructors. The two 
newest graduating classes ore shown above. TOP: Pictured 
during a session ore, front row from leh: Bill Lively, John 
Thompson, E. W . Vest, Emory McGuffin, Keith Evans, 
Lindo Bryant, Bob Biggs, Felix Fisher, Earl Snider and 

Joe Stanley; bock row from leh: Wesley Walker, Bill 
Brown, Eddie Berginnis, P. W . Burks, Homer Greene, 
John Steele, Herbert Mille r, John Gates, J ennie Gaziono 
and J . E. Agee. BOTTOM: Receiving instructions are 
from leh: J . V. Monn, B. H. White, Jr., C. L. Honaker, 
R. E. Presley, R. S. Brashear, P. W . Burks, B. 8 . Corker, 
Otis Lyons (Beckley fire chief) , W . E. Mitchell, P. E. 
Pauley and C. E. Pitsenberger. 
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Roanoke District 
Bernard A. Wingo, local account

ing office messenger, has returned to 
work after being on a six months' 
military leave of absence with the 
Army. 

D . N. Sink, lineman; Joy]. Nash , 
sales display arranger; Beatrice Eakin, 
commercial clerk-stenographer ; Lois 
Gordon, meter clerk; F. T. Mc
Lemore, meter service helper; G. T. 
Brown, meter serviceman; S. M. 
Musselman, groundman, have re
turned to work fo llowing extended 
illnesses. 

R. E. "Toby" Slaydon, area sales 
representa ti ve, attended the fall re
union of the Scottish Rite Bodies held 
in Roanoke. 

Lois Bond, local accounting clerk, 
is a new employee. 

C. T . Rader, l ineman, has returned 
to work after an illness. 

J. R. Slaughter, engineering aide; 
C. W. Hodges, groundman; A. G . 
Adams, truck driver-groundman ; 
\V. W. Scott, truck driver-ground
man; and 0. L. Turner, groundman, 
have returned to work after hospi tali
zation. 

Charlotte A. Stump, PBX operator, 
has resigned. 

Sympathy is extended R. W. Reese, 
T&D clerk, on the death of his 
father- in-law and St. Elmo Murray, 
meterman, on the death of his father. 

Lewis, husband of Elizabeth Syd
nor, elevator operator, has been asked 
to submit his biography for inclusion 
in the upcoming sixth edition of 
Who's Who in the South and South
wes t. Mr. Sydnor is principal of 
Booker T . Washington Junior High 
School. 

Lynchburg District 

W. Laybon Booth, Jr., electrical 
engineer, was one of 32 Virgin ians 
invested with the rank of Knight 
Commander Court of Honour by the 
Supreme Council of the Ancient and 
Accepted Scottish Rite of Free
masonry; Southern Jurisdiction. 

H elen E. W ebber, home service 
representative, was elected secretary
treasurer of District IV, Virginia 
Home Economics Association. 

New employees are Andrew B. 
Crews, groundman, and Charles R. 
Wooten, clerk-stenographer. 

Sympathy is extended Anne C. 
Showalter, commercial clerk-stenogra
pher, on the death of her grand
mother and R. C. Foster, record su
pervisor, on the dea th of his uncle 
and his father-in-law. 

Thomas M . Sandidge, hydro 
maintenance man, was elected vice 
presiden t of the Boonsboro Ruritan 
Club. 

Ashland District 

Carolyn Slone, petty cash clerk, 
has resigned. 

Ralph Evick, power engineer, was 
elected to the board of directors of 
the local Kiwanis Club. 

R. T. Nash, power engineer, 
served as chairman of the Lions Club 
old clothes drive. 

Hazard Distric(· 
Gayle Muncy is a new employee 

in the commercial department, re
placing Mrs. Mary Querry, who has 
resigned. 

Mrs. Querry was honored with a 
farewell party by the Volta Club. 

Pikeville District 

H. H. Kincaid, district manager, 
was elected as a di rector in an or
ganizational meeting for a Chamber 
of Commerce in Pikeville. 

Sympathy is extended Arlie 
Wright, auto repairman, on the death 
of his fa ther-in-law and Tilden 
Justice, meter serviceman, on the 
d eath of his brother. 

A. H. ]opp, district commercial 
manager, was guest speaker for the 
economics class of Pikeville High 
School. 

Bluefield District 
Okey B. Yost, assistant local office 

manager, has been appointed chair
man of the Bluefield, Va., Community 
Chest drive. H e has also been elected 
secretary of the Graham Kiwanis 
Club. 

Patty Ryan, former summer home 
service representative, has been se
lected as one of 21 outstanding honor 
graduates of Concord College. She 
will appear in "A Biography of 
H onor Graduates." 

Clifford M. "Tip" Fletcher, line 
supervisor, is the first man in the 
district to bag a deer this season. 

Joe Whittaker, Jr., meterman, 
spoke on safety at the Princeton Lions 
Club recently. 

W. C. " Happy" Dillow, retired 
employee, is recuperating at home 
following illness. 

Robert Dale Lawrence, accounting, 
and Charles S. Bowling, Jr., T&D 
station section, are new employees. 

Sympathy is extended I. F. "Slim" 
Houston, Tazewell working foreman, 
on the death of his sister and H arry 
S. Slocum, reti red employee, on the 
death of his wife. 

E. W. Meador, radio engineer, 
was a participant in the annual 
championship trap shoot of the Tri
Angle Gun Club and finished among 
the top five in this event. 

Lina Light, private secretary, spoke 
on "Lawns and Ground Covers" at 
a recent meeting of the Bluefield 
Laurel Garden Club. 

Rebecca Boyd , elevator operator, 
has returned to work after hospi tali
zation. 

Jo E . Brown, commercial clerk
typist, was given a party and gi fts 
by her fellow employees upon her 
resignation. 

Charles Yearout, d ivision personnel 
supervisor, has been selected as a 
deacon of the Princeton Presbyterian 
Church. 

M rs. ]. B. Roach, wife of the sta
tion operator, is recovering at home 
after surgery and hospitalization. 

The Bluefield district annual 
Halloween party was held in the 
company audi torium in the form of 
a round and square dance. About 
I 00 employees and guests attended. 

David R. Mann, Pearisburg 
groundman and outfielder for the 
Peterstown Vets Baseball Club, as
sisted his team in winning the Blue 
Grass Baseball League championship 
over the Sweet Springs nine. 
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Roy J. Kidd, meter serviceman ; 
Paul C. Kelley, Princeton l ine in
spector; Otto Bressler, appliance 
serviceman ; Thalia Mathena, meter 
clerk; and W. 0. Crawley III, jani
tor, have returned to work following 
illnesses. 

Ray C. Heldreth, dealer sales 
represen tative, addressed members of 
the Bluefield Kiwanis Club on "A 
New D evelopment In Armed Forces 
Logistics". 

Woodrow W. Munsey, station op
erator, has returned to work follow
ing an operation. 

Mary Kirby, Pearisburg home 
service representative, was guest 
speaker at a meeting of the Peters
town Woman's Club. 

Mrs. Archie G. Phlegar, wife of 
the Pearisburg heating and builder 
sales representative, is recovering at 
home after hospi tal ization. 

Abingdon District 

The Clintwood office employees 
held a dinner party in the office 
auditorium for their families and 
guests recently. 

Betty Mullins, Clintwood account
ing, is a new employee. 

Employees of the Abingdon office 
and their guests were entertained at 
a Halloween party in the office audi
torium. Costume prizes were won 
by James E. Fleenor, Jack B. Frier 
and Shirley Landreth. 

Sympathy is extended R. A. 
Sheffey, Jr., on the death of his 
father. 

Welch District 
William T. Collins, Grundy local 

office supervisor, has been re-elected 
treasurer of the Grundy Kiwanis 
Club. 

J ohn W. Vermillion, working fore
man, has retu rned to work after a 
month's absence due to illness. 

Billie J ean Combs and M arsha 
Nuckolls have been employed as 
junior clerks in Grundy accounting. 

J. C. Smith, Jr., district commer
cial manager, was the winner of the 
third flight in the Gary Country 
Club golf tournament. 

Perry H atmaker, dealer sales repre
~entati ve, and Sally Sutherland, clerk
typist, were judges in the Buchanan 
County beauty contest. 

Syble G. Hardy, j unior clerk, has 
resigned. 

Sympathy is extended B. E. Bates, 
meter supervisor, on the death of 
his father-in-law. 

Pulaski District 

Helen R. Cox, clerk, is a new em
ployee in the Pulaski office. 

Mrs. G leason K. Smythers, wife 
of the T&D record clerk, was a dele
gate to the Business and Professional 
Women's Club convention at Rich
mond. 

James N. Nickols, meter service
man, and Mrs. N ickols, were injured 
in a car accident when they were 
in a collision with another au to
mobile. Both were patients at Pulaski 
Hospital but are improving. 

Mrs. Robert H. Love, wife of the 
power sales engineer, was one of the 
models in the annual Junior Woman's 
Club fall and winter fashion show. 

(Su Pulaski, Page 9) 

Kanawha River Plant 

W. F. Gray, J. W. Kitchen and 
G len Douglas are new employees. 

Sympathy is extended A. F. Hann
ing on the death of his infant daugh
ter. 

J. D. Hunley, work order clerk, 
has resigned. 

Philip Sporn Plant 
Ferris Justice, maintenance man, 

was elected vice president of the 
Mason City Civic Council. 

I van D. Miller, maintenance 
helper, and Edwin H . Clarke, 
maintenance foreman, have returned 
to work after over a month's absence 
due to hospitalization and recupera
tion from operations. 

Donald L. Lanning, auxiliary 
equipment operator, and M arshall 
Fowler, master maintenance man, 
have resigned. 

H arold C. Johnson, assistant shift 
operating engineer confined to a local 
hospi ta! since early September, has 
been transferred to the University 
Hospital in Columbus, 0., for further 
treatment. 

Sympathy is extended Ira R. Mul
ford, auxiliary equipment operator, 
on the death of his mother and Ferris 
Justice, maintenance man, on the 
death of his father. 

Po'.nt Pleasant District 
M avis Weaver, PBX operator; 

Bessie Wilson, cashier, Rose Martin, 
clerk-stenographer; R. D. Miller, 
lineman; Darrell Boggess, area serv
iceman; J. R. Pugh, meterman; and 
Vera Stephens, cashier-clerk, have re
turned to work after illnesses. 

The Pat Wilson Shrine Club was 
the setting for the annual Halloween 
party with about 40 employees and 
their guests in attendance. 

James L. Darby, heating and 
builder sales represen tative, was pre
sented the Lion Club Master Key 
award. 

Beckley District 
W. P. Jennings, Rainelle area 

serviceman who has been off from 
work several months due to illness, 
recently underwent surgery at Char
lottesville, Va. 

J. V. M ann, district manager, has 
been appointed to the Area Develop
ment Committee of the Chamber of 
Commerce. 

Sympathy is extended E. R. Biggs 
on the death of his I I-month-old 
son and K. K. Keatley on the death 
of his father-in-law. 

Kermit D. Bridges, electrical engi
neer, and John V. Mann, J r., line, 
are new employees. 

Ard ith H. Ferrell, accoun ting, has 
resigned. 

W. E. Zopp and J. E. Hammer 
were appointed to the Miners Day 
Committee. 

Charleston District 
John Frazier and Paul Parsons, 

personnel, conducted a driver t rain
ing course for the drivers in the 
motor corps division of the American 
Red Cross. 

(Su Charleston, Page 8) 
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Logan Plant 

A. N . Jessee, results engineer, at
tended the annual results engineers' 
meeting in Huntington recently. 

Sympathy is extended P. T. 
Schneider, plant manager, on the 
death of his mother-in-law and C. T. 
Addair, j anitor, on the death of hiU 
grandmother. 

Sympathy is extended Buell Cook, 
boiler auxiliary equipment operator, 
on the death of his mother and W. J. 
Dingess, boiler operator, on the death 
of his brother. 

Sympathy is also extended C. H. 
Feiszli, assistant maintenance super
visor, on the death of his father and 
Tomie H . Johnson, retired guan"' J 
on the death of his wife. ...../ 

Huntington District 

Fred Preston is confined to the 
hospital following a heart attack. 

Albert Alley and T ed McCurdy 
are recuperating at home following 
surgery. 

T. A. "Andy" Gilkerson and 
Vernon Galloway are recovering at 
home from heart attacks. 

Sympathy is extended R. S. Mus
grave on the death of his mother
in-law and T. M. Payne on the death 
of his mother-in-law. 

W. E. Dillon has returned to work 
after a six weeks' absence due to ill
ness. 

J. K. Jarrell has returned to work 
after an eight weeks' absence due to 
su rgery. 

Betty T. Brumfield is at home re
covering from an illness. 

Sympathy is extended Monty 
Huffman on the death of his father 
and Paul E. Harlan on the death of 
his father-in-law. 

E. C. Berry and Roy M. Bates are 
recuperating at home following in-
j un es. 

Frank C. Lake has returned to 
work after being off four months due 
to an injury. 

Sympathy is extended G. W. Akers 
on the death of his stepfather. 

Williamson District 

H. A. Cross, commercial, has re
turned to work after an illness of 
four months. 

Patsy Ruth Varney, commercial, 
and Myrtle Bevins, accounting, 
served as committee chairman and 
decoration committee member, re
spectively, of the Charity Ball given 
by t he Junior Woman's Club. 

The K-Appa-K Girls Club gavr \ 
a Thanksgiving dinner in the ]oca.__./ 
office auditorium for their invited 
guests. 

(See Williamson, Page 10) 

Employees returning to work after 
illnesses include J. P. Smith, W. K. 
Bradshaw, H. H. Benton, F. S. 
Russell, C. C. McClellan, J. V. Bow
man, Wayne Matthews, C. G. Allison 
and John Faust. 

Sympathy is extended J ames 
Arnold, engineering, on the death 
of his brother, and Marjorie Seal, 
accounting, on the death of her 
grandmother. 

Mrs. F. W. Isley, wife of the su
pervisor of area development, is re
covering at home after hospital treat
ment. 

Tommy, son of T. C. Dorton, Jr., 
has recuperated after hospitalization. 
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Kentucky Has Display At College AGE President 
Receives Honors 

Red Cross Headed 
By Ashlander 

COMPANY 
Philip Sporn, president of Ameri

can G as and Electric Company and 
of our companies, has been selected 
as one of the nation's " Fifty Fore
most" business leaders in nation-wide 
balloting conducted by Forbes Maga
zine in connection with its current 
40th anniversary observance. 

The distingu ished businessmen and 
industrialists were honored at a ban
quet in N ew York on November 6. 

J ust a few of the other 49 honorees 
are: R . M . Blough, G eneral Lucius 
Clay, J ohn L. Collyer, Ralph J. 
Cordincr, H arlow H . Curtice, H enry 
Ford II , C. H . Grccnewalt, George 
M . Humphrey, H enry R . Luce, 
Richard K. M ellon, Frank Pace, Jr., 
General David Sarnoff, Gardiner 
Symonds, and T homas J . W atson, J r. 

D. P. W ade, Ashland residential 
and rural sales supervisor, has been 

Mr. Wade 

elected chair
man of t h c 
B oyd County 
Chapter of the 
American Red 
C ross. 

F or m er l y 
vice chairman, 
he is fi lling an 
unexpi red term 
m the chair
manship. H e is 
a I so co-chai r

m an of the Communi ty C hest and 
a member of the O ptimist Club. 
M arried, he has a son and a daughter. 

Mr. W ade joined Kentucky as a 
clerk in 1942 and went to his p resent 
position in 1950. 

Station Fore man of Welch District 
Has Many Activities For Spare Time 

This three-dimensional display was on exhibit by Kentucky Power at the 
annual Career Guidance Carnival, sponsored by the University of Kentucky. 
Over 22,000 people saw this and displays from 136 other firms during the 
three-day meeting. University students and students from Lexington and 
nearby high schools were the chief visitors. This display told the story of 
electricity from the cool pile to the consumer. 

Retiree Expects 
Profit From Hobby 

Mr. Vickers 

Retirement doesn't necessarily 
mean inactivity fo r retired Cabin 
Creek Plant boiler operator D. C. 
Vickers and h is wife. 

M r. Vickers, who retired Novem
ber I after 29 years of service, has 
a wood-working shop at his home in 
C hesapeake. Both he and h is wife 
are skilled in shop work, and they 
expect to make their shop a profi table 
hobby. 

M r. Vickers j oin ed the Cabin 
Creek staff November 24, 1928. H e 
is a veteran of W orld W ar I. 

Concerning the company's safety 
program, M r. V ickers said, " I be
lieve in safety on and off the job, 
'Ind I am happy to sec the many 

,fcty improvements which have been 
made fo r the employees." 

College Student 
Earns Two Honors 

Two college honors have recently 
been bestowed on J ames R . Stidham, 

Jomes Stidham 

a junior at the 
Un iversi ty of 
Kentucky. 

The son of 
Gainc Stidham, 
H azard district 
su perintendent, 
James was ini
t ia ted into the 
B ct a Upsilon 
C hapter of E ta 
K appa N u, 
electrical engi

neering honorary frate rni ty. 
H e has also been accepted for the 

advanced Air Force ROTC and has 
been appointed a Cadet Second Lieu
tenan t. J ames has worked during the 
summer in H azard's engineering de
par tment. 

Resident Reptile 
Was Cremated 

The p roverbial "snake m the 
grass" turned out to be a snake in 
the control house recently at the Wil
liamson district's T ierney 44 kv sub
station. 

The snake, apparently taking up 
win ter residence in the control house, 
met h is death when he touched a 
2.3 kv phase wi re to the metal con
trol house and shorted out the stat ion. 

The temporary power failure to 
a mi ne customer was ended when 
W . H. Stratton , line and station su
pervisor; R. L. Carpenter, rod man 
and W oodrow H olbrook, residential 
sales supervisor, on a timely inspec
tion tour, removed the toasted victim. 

Ben Martin Elected 
To Club Presidency 

Ben M artin, C harleston record 
section, has been elected firs t presi 
dent of the newly-organized Peqonia 
Lions Club. 

' Mr. Martin 

M r. M arti n, 
a T &D clerk, 
has I 9 years' 
service with the 
company. From 
194 2-46 he was 
o n m i li tary 
leave and rose 
to the ran k of 
staff sergeant in 
the Infant ry. 

A sports en
th usiast, M r. 

M artin l ikes football, basketball, base
ball, swimm ing and bowling. 

F. L. Lineberry, Bluefield district station foreman, stands on the doorstep 
of a cottage he built in his leisure time. 

F. L. L ineberry, W clch d istrict 
station fo reman, is a man with several 
leisure-time activiti es. Besides raising 
vegetables, fruits and chickens, M r. 
Lineberry, a skilled ca rpen ter and 
plumber, is constructing small cottages 
on his land near Bluefield. H e h as 
completed one. 

M r. L ineberry has two sons and 

a daughter. Both sons, Gene and 
William , work for our company, and 
both have built their own homes. 

Each yea r Mr. L ineberry expands 
his orchards by plan ting more trees. 

M r. Lineberry was employed by 
the company in 192 0 as a lineman . 
H e has nine years of service before 
retirement. H e is a M ason and ac
tive in community affairs. 

Fieldale Man Honored In Course 

L. W. Jenkins, ce nter, shows four classmates the bronze plaque he won as 
the highest honor in a recent Dale Carnegie Soles Course. The Fieldale 
area soles represe ntative was selected as the "one who did the most for 
the class." Looking on from left, all Fie ldole e mployees, ore W . R. Haff, 
Jock M. Burnett, J. D. Higgins and G. W. Turner. 

Instructors Finish First Aid Re-training 
1 

Hine employees of the Bluefield district hove been re
trained as first aid instructors by the American Motional 
Red Cross. The course, taught by Jomes M. Burns, right, 
field representative of the notional headquarters, con
sisted of a 9 -hour re-training program for those holding 
active instructor's certificates and 15 hours' instruction 
for holders of inactive certificates. The main purpose of 
the course was to familiarize instructors with the new 

first aid textbook revised in 1957. Front row from left: 
Annie Hubbard, maid; W. Arnold Crotty, draftsman; 
C. L. Shockey, district personnel supervisor and Okey C. 
Glover, lineman. Second row from left: Clifford M. 
Fletcher, line supervisor; Roy T. Eskew, station man helper; 
Clyde E. Wysor, lineman; Bob E. Crowder, lineman and 
Dixon Jones, T&D clerk. 

Paqe S 

Service Emblems 
For 35 Years 
Go To Veterans 

Mr. Spence Mr. Evans 

Mr. Rowland Mr. Hess 

Four Appalachian veterans have 
completed 3 5 years with the com
pany. T hey include J . M . Spence, 
W elch; W. K. Evans, Cabin Creek 
plant; K. R. Rowland, system ; and 
'vV . V. H ess, Charleston. 

J.M. 5pence 

M r. Spence was employed D ecem
ber I , 1922 at Switchback, and his 
story has been the story of construc
tion and maintenance of l ines in the 
W clch d istrict. H e began as a mule 
dr iver, when material was transported 
over roads and trails by mule-drawn 
wagons. 

H e came to W elch when line gangs 
were moved there from Switchback, 
and late r went to Buchanan Coun ty to 
work on construction. When that j ob 
was finished he returned to W elch 
where he joined the service gang. 

A native Virginian, he was raised 
in Carroll Coun ty near Hillsville. H e 
is married and has seven child ren . 
A resident of G rundy, he is a mem
ber of the M ethodist Church. 

W . K. Evans 

M r. E vans, Cabin C reek plant 
chief dispatcher, joined the company 
November 6, 1922 as an electrician 
at the plant. In 193 5 he became 
control room d ispa tcher and was pro
moted to chief dispatcher in 19 52 . 

A resident of Cabin Creek, he is 
married and has one dau!\'hter and 
six grandchildren. H e en joys flower 
gardening and is a member of the 
Masonic Lodge. 

K. R. Rowland 

Mr. Rowland, system station opera
tor, was employed in November 1922 
at the Kingsport plant as a main te
nance man. H e went to appliance 
serviceman in 1927 and 19 31 went 
to the H olston station as operator. 
H e became station operator in 1935. 

H e served in the N avy during 
W orld W ar I and is a member of 
the American Legion and the Kings
port Methodist Church. 

W . V. Hess 

Mr. H ess, working foreman in 
Charleston, joined the company No-
1•cmber 16, 1922 as a utili ty man 
at Burnwell and Gamoca. O n Tanu
ary I , 193 7 he became a district 
serviceman and in M ay 1948 a fore
man in the M ontgomery area. O n 
October 1 of this year he was trans
ferred to the Charleston area. 

Mr. H ess is married and has two 
sons. H is hobbies are hunting and 
fishing. 
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Engineers Active 
In Institute 

Examining the special gavel awarded 
the Virginia Mountain section of the 
American Institute of Electrical Engi
neers are J. B. Bewley, Jr., General 
Electric, left, and J. B. Whitmore, 
Roanoke division commercial mana
ger. The section received the award 
for membership gains. Photo courtesy 
"Roanoke Times." 

Thirty-two Appalachian engineers 
of the Roanoke, Lynchburg, Ficldale 
and Bluefield districts are members 
of the Virginia Mountain Section of 
the American Ins ti tu te of Electrical 
Engineers. This section was recently 
awarded a gavel by the national or
ganization for increased membership 
and attendance at meetings. 

Last year, J. B. W hitmore, Roa
noke division commercial manager, 
was section chairman, and E. C. 
Rankin, system station supervising 
engineer, was program chairman. 
This year M r. Ran kin is membership 
chairman. 

The institute, composed of quali
fied electrical engineers, is dedicated, 
among other things, to maintaining 
a high professional standing among 
members, encouraging research , de
veloping technical standards and pro
viding educational opporturn t1es 
through publications and meetings. 

Good Business . 
(Continued from Page 1) 

transformers over 2 7 % smce Sep · 
tember 1955 . 

Sales Balance 

Mr. Sporn also put in a plea for 
increased sales of energy in the resi
dential and commercial fields as a 
means of helping to offset the lower
ing ratio of revenues to sales. H e re
ported that 1957 sales of maj or elec
tric appl iances-ranges, water heaters 
and clothes dryers - probably will 
reach 171,650 units, compared with 
166,951 uni ts last year. H e aho re
ported 1957 electric home-heating 
installations will be in excess of 3,000 
uni ts, includ ing about 290 heat 
pumps. And average residential elec
tric usage is expected to reach 3,600 
kwh per year, agai nst 3,3 18 kwh in 
1956. 

Conversely, he said, it now appears 
that the system will not be able to 
beat its 1956 sales records in com
mercial lighting, cooking, production 
heating and air conditioning. The 
bright spot in commercial sales, how
ever, is in space heating, now running 
better than 40 % above last year. 

Records Predicted 

Mr. Sporn estimated that total sys
tem sales of energy will increase 
17.6% in 1958, compared with this 
year, and that industrial power sales 
alone will go up an unprecedented 
3 billion kwh. 

System peak load before the end 
of 195 7 is expected to reach 4, l 5 0,-
000 kilowatts and by 1960 will reach 
an estimated 5,700,000 kw. Gener
ating capability of the AGE system 
by 1960 will be 6,400,000 kw, thus 
creating a reserve capacity of 700,000 
kw, or about 12 % at that time. 

New Orebank Station To 
With 132 Kv Loop Around 

Connect 
Kingsport 

John Armstrong, system operating supervisor, switches Kingsport's new Ore
bank station into operation. Present when the 132/ 12 kv station went into 
service were from left: R. L. Herr, chief operator, Holston station; Mr. 
Armstrong; R. E. Wells, Kingsport station man and F. S. Russell, Kingsport 
line foreman. 

Kingsport's new Orebank station 
was placed in service November 13. 
T he station, which will step down 
current from 13 2,000 to 12,000 
volts, is se rved by a portion of the 
132,000 volt loop line being built 
around Kingsport. 

This l 3 2-kv loop will even tu ally 
connect with the Clinch River plant 
and wi th Holston station by way of 
West Kingsport. 

Located about six miles from 
Kingsport, the Orebank station has 
a capacity of 7,500 kva. T he station 
was built to relieve a portion of the 
Bloomingdale Road 12-kv l ine. 

At present one 12-kv circuit has 
been built to the new station. How
ever, it is designed for add itional 
ci rcuits when needed. 

Pulaski Man Heads 
ASAE Local Section 

R. J. Blai r has been elected chair
man of the Virginia Section of the 

American So
ciety of Agri
cultural Engi
neers. 

The Pulaski 
residential and 
rural sales su
pervisor w a s 
named to the 
office by t h e 
gro up 's 100 
m embers at 

Mr. Blair 
the i r annual 

meeting. H e has been employed by 
the company for 20 years. 
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Point Pleasant Open House Draws Over 1,000 

Over 1,000 persons attended the open house held recently at the new Point Pleasant office service building. The 
front of the bu ilding features white enameled brick with porcelain paneling. The 160 by 75-foot building is of 
split level design. 

An estimated crowd of more than 
1,000 persons attended the open 
home held recently at the new Point 
Pleasant Office and se rvice building. 

Favors were passed out to the 
lad ies and chi ldren ; refreshments 
were served and two door prizes were 
given away. 

I tems on display were an elect
ronic oven, heat pum ps and con
struction materials of the 345,000 
volt line. 

Employees were stationed through
out the building to expla in the var
ious departments and equipment. 

Construction on the 160 bv 75-
foot, two-level building began a 
little over a year ago. The build ing 
is of concrete and brick construction. 
T he front is wh ite enameled bri ck 
with porcelain panels. Heating and 

Ann Bartlett, right, shows visitors the electronic oven during Open House 
at the Point Pleasant office. Electric heat exhibits can be seen back of 
the visitors. 

Lineman Revives 
Victim Of Shock 

A construction company foreman 
owes his l ife to the first aid training 
of Point P leasant district lineman 
R. L. (Jim) Barnette and the qu ick 

Mr. Barnette 

action of a fel
low worker. 

Mr. Barnette 
was nearby 
when the con
struction com
pany foreman 
w a s knocked 
un co n sc i ous 
after touching 
a hot conduc
tor. A lineman 
working w i th 

the foreman brought the limp figure 
to the ground where M r. Barnette 
began administering artificial respira
tion. 

A radio call to the Poin t Pleasant 
base station via company short wave 
brought an ambulance. 

After 20 minutes of artificial 
respiration, the foreman responded. 

The accident occurred during con
struction of a 66,000-volt l ine be
tween the Leon and Ripley stations. 

cooling are furnished by an electric 
heat pump. 

Mrs. Hazel White, 
J anitress, Dies 

Mrs. White 

H azel Dickerson White, 47, jani 
tress in the Bluefield district, died 
October 22 after a l ingering illness. 

She was employed by Appalachian 
February 11 , 1952. 

Mrs. White was born in Bramwell 
where she received her early educa
tion. She attended Bluefield State 
College for three years, majoring in 
education and science. 

Mrs. White is survived by her 
husband, Thomas. Funeral services 
were held October 26 at the Mount 
Zion Church in Bluefield. 

Display Shows Unsafe Conditions 

A display depicting 20 unsafe office conditions was set up recently in the 
Roanoke office building lobby for one week. J. E. Hopkins, head T&D clerk, 
who is chairman of the Roanoke Office Safety Subject Committee, is shown 
preparing the display. In conjunction with the exhibit an eight-employee 
inspection team was selected to look for unsafe conditions in Roanoke offices. 

The accounting, commercial, en
gi nccri ng departments and district 
manager's office are located on the 
stree t floor, along with an audi
torium and ki tchen . The lower floor 
houses a garage, line crew and serv
icemen's quarters, the storeroom, 
meter department and service fa
ci lities. 

The bui lding consolida tes all dis
trict operations under one roof. 

Cabin Creek Plant 
Employee Retires 

Mr. Isaacs 

Leonard Isaacs, 65, Cabin Creek _) 
Plan t boiler maintenance helper, re
tired November 1 after almost 22 
years of company service. 

At a dinner honoring retiring em
ployees, M r. Isaacs made this com
ment about fellow employees: "Al
though I am anxious to retire, I'll 
certainly miss the fine people with 
whom I worked." 

Mrs. Isaacs concurred with her 
husband 's opinion of Cabin C reek 
plant employees. "Now I know why 
Leonard had such nice thi ngs to say 
about the people at the plant. Every
one seems so nice and fr iendly," she 
commented after a tou r of the plant. 

Born in Muncy, Kentucky, Oc
tobe r 18, 1892, Mr. Isaacs worked 
in the coal mining industry before 
his first employment with Appala
ch ian in 1934. After five years of 
broken service, he has been employed 
continuously since 1939. 

The Isaacs have a home in London, 
Ky., where t hey have a plot of ground 
which they expect to garden. 



December 1957 THE ILLUMINATOR Page 7 

Returned Souvenir 
Brings H.appiness 

O n Na,·y patrol d uring the battle 
of G uadalcanal, H ubert K ing, Wi l
liamw n district meter se rviceman, 
found a small J apanese army notebook 
floating in the water. Upon his d is
charge, M r. Ki ng sent the notebook 
home as a souvenir. 

Employees Who Maintain Street Lights Are 
'Ye Olde Lamplighters' With Modern Touch 

Mr. King 

Last yea r he 
read an arti cle 
in R ear/er's Di
gest concerning 
the grati tudc of 
a Ja p anese 
family for a lost 
1 o v e d one's 
diary that was 
ret u r n ed to 
them. 

M oved by 
the article, M r. 

King sen t his som·enir to the R earler's 
Digest to be returned to the famil~· · 
Recen tly, he received a letter trans
lated into E nglish by the magazine 
from the family of Chomatot1 Shimi
zee, the dead J apanese sold ier. 

E xpressing their g rati tude for the 
returned notebook, the family ex-

, plained that "there was sti ll some 
shadow of a doubt as to his o fficially 
reported death since no idcntif~· i ng 
items reached us at any ti me." 

Jn a letter from the R earler's Di 
gest T okyo office, M r. King was 
thanked by m agazine representa ti ves 
fo r "the great h appiness that was 
brought to this sold ier's fam ily who 
had nothi ng memorial of its dear 
member w ho had to d ie somewhere 
in a far-off and utterly unknown 
place." 

Winninq Costumes 

Costumes judged best at the annual 
Charleston district Halloween party 
were worn by, left to right, Bonnie 
Jarrett, Dave Matthews and Helen 
Chapman. Scattered corn meal over 
the floor made a smooth surface for 
dancing to the orchestra's music. 
Decorations of fodder and fall leaves 
further emphasized the autumn motif. 
About 150 attended. 

Mr. Morrison Mr. McComas 

Plant Changes 
Affect Loganites 

Luther C . H ouchi ns, J r., Logan 
plant personnel supervisor, has been 
named to the same position at C linch 
Ri ,rc r plan t, now under construction 
at Carbo. 

H e is succeeded at Logan plant b.' 
M an'in F. M orrison, office supcn'isor. 
R ichard L. M cComas, Logan pbnt 
ti me clerk, has mO\·ed up to office 
supcn isor. 

Mr. Houchins 

A nati,·c of 
H i n t on , 
W. Va., Mr. 
H ouchins is 1 

g rad uate of the 
New York State 
School of In
d ustria l a n d 
Labor Rclatiom 
at Cornell Uni
vc rsi t.v. D uring 
W orld Wa r TT 
he fCn'cd with 

the Army in Europe. H e was mana
ger of pe rsonnel and controls for the 
Guyan M achinery Compam• before 
coming to Logan plant in 1955 as 
person nel supervisor. 

M arried and the father of a son, 
he is a member of the P resbyterian 
Chu rch, the Masons and the VFW. 

M r. M orri son, new Logan plant 
personnel supcn·isor, is a nati,·c of 
M ilton and was emplo~·ed by the 
company J uly 28, 1939 in Charles
ton . H e came to Logan as plant office 
supervisor in 19 51. 

Married, he has two daue;h tcrs and 
is a member of Aracoma Lodge No. 
99, AF &AM, Lo~an Chapte r N o. 41 , 
RAM and the Fi rst Baptist C hu rch . 
H e graduated from M arshall College 
in 1939. 

Logan plant's new office supervisor, 
M r. M cComas, joined the plant in 
October 1952 as work o rder clerk 
and later became ti me cle rk. H c ir, 
a native of Bra nchland and grad uated 
from Logan H igh School in 19 5 I . 

M arried and the father of a rnn 
and a daughter, he attends the M c
Connell T abe rnacle. H e is a M arine 
veteran of the Korean W ar. 

Rccen tly lie completed the In
st ructo r's Traini ng Course in F irst 
Aid at Brevard, N . C. and is a mem
ber of the American Red Cross. H e 
is also president of the Logan AEP 
Federal Credit Union. 

Ci,·ilization has progressed since 
the days of the lamplighter. But the 
lampl ighter is still with us. 

The modern lampl ighter is quite 
d ifferent from the one of old, who 
walked his lonely rou nds lighting up 
the city. T oday, the lights come on 
au tomatically, so the modern lamp
lighter, patrol ing in his truck, is the 
man who secs that they stay on. 
M aintenance of street lights today 1s 

James E. Ford, Kingsport general 
serviceman, changes a residential 
street light during a service patrol 
at night. 

Young AGE Engineer 
Chosen One Of Best 

An AGF. Service Corpora tion engi 
neer was recently named one of the 
three outstanding young electrical 

Mr. Stagg 

engineers in the 
nation. 

Glen W. 
Stagg, 34, w ill 
rec e 1 v e h is 
honorable men
tion award at 
t h e February 
meeting of the 
American In
stitute of Elec
trical Engineers 
in New York. 

H is select ion for the award was an
nounced rccen tly by the award or
ganization committee of F. ta Kappa 
N u, national electrical engineering 
honor society. 
Tho~c eligible for the award must 

be under 3 5, and they must have been 
graduated not more than I 0 years 
from a regular course in electrical 
engineering. Selection is made on 
the basis of ach ievement in chosen 
field; service to community, state or 
nation; cultural and aesthetic de
velopment and professional acti,·ities. 

Bluefield Benevolent Group Names Leaders 

LEFT: Elected to offices in the Bluefield Employees' Be
nevolent Association were from left: Shirley A. Long, 
secretary; Robert D. Simmons, chairman; and Maney Tibbs, 
treasurer. RIGHT: One of Mr. Simmons' first duties on 
behalf of the organization was to deliver 60 Asiatic Flu 

shots to Mrs. Beulah Ann Bailey, Mercer County Public 
Health Nurse. The Association paid for the vaccine, 
which will be given needy persons. Members of the board 
include M. R. Callaway, J. Paul Rose, Earl Maynor and 
Ann B. Turner. 

a 24-hou r j ob-in the old days the 
lamplighter did not appear until it 
began growing dark . 

People still take lighting for 
granted, j ust as they d id in the old 
days. It was un thi n kable that the 
lamplighte r wou ld miss m ak ing his 
rounds, and it is unthinkable that the 
street lights won't come on. 

T hat's where our employees come 
in. ln Kingsport, for instance, several 
men are directly responsible for street 
lighting main tenance. 

Kingsport's general servicemen, 
J. W . Proffitt, J. E. Ford and E. R. 
Barrett patrol the city's 9 11 overhead 
and whircway street ligh ts. T he 
wh iteway ligh ts, including 2 10 that 
we re just installed, arc patrolled C\'cry 
night and burned out ones replaced 
the next morning by employees under 
R. C . Scarlett, station supervisor. The 
general servicemen fall under the 
supervision of J. W. Bolton, meter 
supervisor. 

T he remaining 70 I lights, placed 
along other commercial and re5idcn
tial streets, are inspected weekly. 
Last year 2,687 lamps we re replaced 
in the city. I t takes eight hours just 
to inspect the city's street lighting 
system. 

Ki ngsport's city lights arc con
trolled by a timing device , wh ile 
those in the suburbs arc controlled 
by photo-electric cells, which auto
matically turn the lights on when the 

light density reaches a low point. 
Paul Dunn, general serviceman, and 
E . A. Clay, meterman, install and 
maintain these devices. 

T he lamplighter of old has been 
d ressed up fo r modern living, and 
while he's still being taken for 
granted, his services mean people arc 
L iving Better . . . Electrically. 

A modern lamplighter, James D. 
Spivey, Kingsport station man, re
places a whiteway lamp using a hy
draulic lift ladder truck. 

Test Installations At Sporn Plant 
Studied By ASME Research Committee 

Test equipment, installed in the Philip Sporn plant in 1956, is examined by 
members of the ASME research committee . Kneeling in the foreground are 
Lyle Schueler of Diamond Power Specialty Corporation (left) and Philip Sporn 
plant manager A. G. Mehlman. In the background are representatives from 
our company, AGE and several other industries. 

M embers of the American Society 
of M echanical E ngineers resea rch 
committee on high temperature steam 
generation examined test installations 
at the P hilip Sporn plant ovember 
4. T he test equipment, installed by 
the ASME research committee in 
1956, had comple ted six mon ths of 
operation at design temperatures. 

In the research program se lected 
al loy steels in tubular fo rm were to 

undergo high pressure steam at tem
peratures of 1, 100 degrees F. to 
1,500 degrees F. for periods up to 36 
months. Th is would aid in determin
ing their resistance to internal cor
rosion, the effects of oxide films on 
heat conductivity, stability of the 
metal and resistance to repeated heat 
shock. 

Specimens which have undergone 
tests will be further studied at Purdue 
University. 

Box Score 01 
A.LL-Electric Hom es 

Electric heat is being enjoyed in the 
following number of homes m our three-

o .. 
~~:;:~;:Iii~~ company area: 

Appalachian 

Kentucky 

Kingsport 

T otal 

Employees 

2 36 

28 

22 

286 

Custom en 

1176 

90 

1765 

303 1 

Toto I 

1412 

118 

1787 

33 17 
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Byllesby Unit Out Second Time In 46 Years 

In 46 years of service the turbine and generator shaft of 
the No. 3 unit at Byllesby hydro, Pulaski district, has only 
needed repairs twice. It was recently re-installed after 
being sent to the Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock 
Company for straightening. The first time it was out was 
in 1933, when the shaft broke. LEFT: E. C. Porterfield, 
Cobel Littreol and 0. D. Rhudy help lower the straightened 
shaft down steps on its way bock to the hydro power
house. RIGHT: At right 0 . D. Rhudy and Frank Borger 

supervise the lowering of the shaft and turbine wheel 
bock into place. While the 24-foot long shaft was out, 
repairs were also mode to the runner, which for the first 
time was welded with stainless steel to fill cavities. 
Other repairs and changes were also mode to give longer 
life to the unit, installed in 1911 . Work was done by the 
Byllesby maintenance crew under the supervision of R. C. 
Littreal, working foreman, and F. E. Rotenberry, district 
hydro supervisor. 

Wins Twice 

When little Jomes David Honaker, son 
of Helen Honaker, Williamson district 
commercial deportment, was called o 
"skunk" he didn't mind it at all. 
In fact when o judge at the annual 
Jaycees Halloween Porty said, "We 
hove o skunk in the crowd. Will he 
please come up?" Jimmy was as 
thrilled as o nine-year-old could be. 
The skunk costume his mother mode 
hod won first prize. However, Jimmy 
wasn't finished collecting honors. His 
suit won first prize at o school party 
next day. 

Charleston . 
(Continued from Page 4) 

Retired employee Ray Smoot is 
ser iously ill in a hospital in Dunedin, 
Fla. 

New employees are Beulah Gross, 
Joan K. Bonham, Jo Anne Adams, 
accounting; Robert G. Harper, engi
neering; William T. Durrett, Jr., 
Montgomery line section; Conda 
Fisher, records; and Crystal Rogers, 
miscellaneous. 

J anet H ypes, stores, has returned 
to work after hospitalization. 

Sympathy is extended Bill Witzel, 
district personnel supervisor, on the 
death of his father and B. W. Clay, 
stores supervisor, on the death of his 
mother. 

Employees who have resigned are 
Joe Burdette, commercial; Shirley 
Hanson, coal procurement; Charles 
Leavens, engineering ; Carol y n 
Smithers, ,records; Robert E. Jones, 
Paul Moss, line; Roberta Dodrill, 
accounting; and William F. Smith, 
meter. 

Sympathy is extended Bill Salmons, 
engineering, on the dea th of his wife 
and infant son and Ralph Myers, 
engineering, on the death of his 
mother. 

Food, Fun Easy As 11 ABC11 

() 

The Appalachian Breakfast Club is a little unusual-it hos no officers or 
board of directors and no formal business matters. What it does have is 
food. Formed by employees of the Pearisburg office in the Bluefield district, 
the club meets once o month for breakfast. Here, David R. Monn, left, 
and Dove Davis turn out o botch of buckwheat cakes for the group, 17 strong. 
Mr. Monn is wearing rubber gloves and protectors because "of the high 
calorie count of the meal", and both ore smoking cigars because they've 
o.lreody eaten. The monthly meal begins at 7 o.m. in the company com
mercial kitchen, each member paying $1. Besides the fellowship enjoyed 
by members, they also toke this opportunity to discuss problems and iron out 
job details. 

111 Health Causes 
Janitor To Re.tire 

Mr. Jordon 

Augustus "Gus" M. Jordan, Roa
noke district janitor, retired Novem
ber 1 because of ill health. 

Mr. Jordan's continuous employ
ment with the company began in 
I 94 5. For the most part he has 
worked as a janitor except for two 
years as boiler operator. He was also 
employed by the company from 1940. 
44 as a fireman. 

Mr. Jordan's first job was with 
the Norfolk and W estern Railway 
where he was employed as a laborer 
at the age of 14. 

H e has four children and five 
grandchildren. He is a member of 
the Central Baptist Church. 

In retirement, Mr. Jordan plans 
to spend many leisure hours fishing. 
H e will continue to l ive at his home 
in Roanoke. 

Robert G. Bute.her 
Dies After 1 llness 

Robert G. Butcher, 79, retired 
Lynchburg district electrician's 
helper, died November 8 at h is home 
in M onroe, Va., following a long ill
ness. 

Mr. Butcher was employed by the 
line department in 1915 and retired 
in 1943. 

For 2 3 years he was active pastor 
of the Morning Star Baptist Church 
in Amherst and was also active in 
the Masonic Order. H e was born in 
Dinwiddie County. 

Mr. Butcher is survived by his 
wife and four chi ldren. 

Services were held November 11 
at the church where he was pastor. 
Burial was in the church cemetery. 

December 1957 

Appalachian Electric Power Company 

Abingdon District 

THOMAS E. BEAUCHAMP from junior contract entry and final 
bill clerk to junior general clerk. 

Beckley District 

LINDA K. BRYANT from clerk-typist to clerk-stenographer; SAMUEL 
J. FARMER, JR., from Beckley meter reader to Oak Hill junior general 
clerk; BILLIE J. MARTIN from clerk-typist to clerk-stenographer; HARRY 
A. WILTON, JR., from .1ppliance se rviceman B to engineering aide. 

Bluefield District 

JUNIOR F.. CHAPMAN from meter <erviceman B to meter service-
man A; EDWIN DALE COOPER from groundman to truck driver-ground-
man; CHARLES E. HOWELL from lineman B to meter serviceman A; 
JOHN E. M. SCOTT from groundman to lineman C; CLYDE E. WYSOR ...__,) 
from meter serviceman A to lineman A. 

Huntington District 

J. H. LOWE from station man C to station man B; BARBARA 
MARKIN from junior cashier to junior contract clerk; E. B. NORRIS 
from meter serviceman C to meter serviceman B. 

Logan District 

JIMMIE BUTCHER from lineman C to l ineman B; S. C. HAL
STEAD from lineman C to lineman B; GLENNEDA PERRY from junior 
petty cash clerk to junior general clerk; BETTY STEVENSON from 
junior contract entry and final bill clerk to junior cashier; JEAN WIL
LIAMS from authorization clerk to senior contract clerk. 

Logan Plant 

AVON G. WHITE from utility man to senior time clerk VIL 

Philip Spam Plant 

WALTER R. COUCH from maintenance man to auxiliary equipment 
operator; GLENN HUFFMAN from tractor operator to auxiliary equip
ment operator ; DONALD L. LANNING from maintenance man to auxiliary 
equipment operator; CARL L. TENNANT from maintenance man to 
master maintenance man; GEORGE A. WOLF from auxiliary equipment 
operator to assistant control operator. 

Williamson District 

GEORGE T. BOOTHE, JR., from meterman A to commercial sales 
representative; RUFUS MEADE, JR., from lineman C to lineman B. 

Roanoke Names Benevolent Officers 

New officers of the Roanoke Area Appalachian Employees' Benevolent Asso- _) 
ciation are from left : D. E. Trout, district personnel assistant, secretory; A. R. 
Main, Jr., system civil draftsman, chairman; and N. C. Turner, tax account-
ing clerk, treasurer. For 1957-58 o total of 610 members paid into the 
Association $11, 162 of which $10,668 was contributed to various charitable 
organizations. This is about 10 percent above lost year. 

'"Aif CORNER 
(EDITOR'S MOTE: This is another in a series of facts and figures about our American 
Gas and Electric Company System.) 

Pole Miles Of Line Serving AGE System In 1957 
Other Trans-

Company 345,000-Volt 132,000-Volt mlsslon-22,000- Distribution- Total 
Volt and Over Under 22 kv 

Appalachian 77 1,038 1,85 3 29,640 32,608 
I & M 166 722 1,051 10,393 12,3 32 
Kentucky 101 554 6,166 6,821 
Kingsport 5 24 660 689 
Ohio Power 245 1,334 2,063 15,818 19,460 
Wheeling 51 63 1,214 1,328 

AGE SYSTEM 488 3,25 1 5,608 63,891 73,238 
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Vets Honored Clinic And Motel Are Kentucky Milestones 

T. R. Mitchell 
System 

30 Years 

Oscar Hamilton 
Pikeville 
20 Years 

A. S. Morgon 
Pulaski 

20 Years 

Pulaski . 

R. C. Collison 
Charleston 
25 Years 

A. H. Jopp 
Pikeville 
20 Years 

C. C. Jackson 
Charleston 
20 Years 

( C onti111ted from Page 4) 

Marie G. Marshall, commercial 
stenographer, was a delegate to the 
Virginia State Convention of the Beta 
Sigma Phi National Sorority which 
was held at the Cavalier H otel, Vir
ginia Beach. 

J eanne K. Duncan, PBX operator, 
has resigned. 

Mrs. Posey C . Payne, wife of the 
transportation supervisor, has been a 
patient at Universi ty of Virginia hos
pital for ear surgery. 

Mrs. D. P . Minichan, wife of the 
district manager, attended the State 
Board meeting of the Virginia Daugh
ters of the American Revolution at 
the John Marshall H otel in Rich
mond. She is regent of the Count 
Pulaski Chapter. 

Vi rginia N. Roberts, m anagerial 
stenographer, is improving at home 
following major surgery. 

J ames D. Ryan, retired Wytheville 
employee, has been hospitalized but 
is improving. 

Mrs. C. E. Rosenbaum, wife of 
the Galax lineman, is recovering after 
surgery at a Roanoke hospi ta!. 

Gail F . Skiba, Pulaski home service 
representative, was honored with 
several parties upon her resignation. 
Marie Marshall and Adelene New
man, commercial, were hostesses at 
a dinner party at Blair House and 
presented her with a gift of crystal; 
Winifred B. Jackson gave a miscel
laneous shower and the girls of the 
Pulaski office held open house and 
presented the honoree a gift of silver. 

Bobby, son of Aulden Lemons, 
P ubski dealer sales representative, was 
injured in a sandlot football game 
and has returned home after hos
pitalization. 

B. B. McCall, J r., son of the power 
sales engi neer, is recuperating from 
surgery at a Roanoke hospital. 

Donna Jo, daughter of Maxwell L . 
Saunders, Pulaski lineman, received 
her Graduate Nurse D iploma from 
the Pulaski Hospi tal School of Nurs
ing. 

C. J . Meeley 
Charleston 
25 Years 

C. T. Roder 
Roanoke 
20 Years 

R.H. Lawson 
Philip Sporn 

20 Years 

W . 0. Sallaz 
Point Pleasant 

25 Years 

J . H. Roper 
Logan 

20 Years 

SERVICE 
These pins ore 
ow or de d in 
recognition of 
years of faithful 
service. Each of 
these pins also 
recognizes the 
port the em
p Io y e e hos 
ployed in the 
progress of the 
company during 
these years of 
service. 

New Switchboard 

Patricio Dudley, Williamson district 
accounting deportment, demonstrates 
the district office's recently installed 
PBX, cord-type switchboard. In addi
tion to other key communication 
points, this will permit dial communi
cation between the service building 
on the Kentucky side of the river and 
the office in Williamson for the first 
time. Also, the system will improve 
answering service for customers in 
case of trouble. 

Two new buildings going up in 
the H azard district represent major 
milestones in Kentucky Power's elec
tric heat sales. 

The new Hazard Medical Clinic 
is the largest heat pump installation 
in the Kentucky properties. And an 
all-electric motel being built on a 
hill w ill be the largest electric heat 
installation upon completion. 

The clinic, largest in Eastern Ken
tucky, will have four heat pumps. 
The bui lding will house 9 doctors, 
two dentists, a laboratory, a drug store 
and the business office for the or
ganization. 

T he Citadel Motel will make use 
of electric ceiling cable heat in each 
of its 39 units. I t is part of a large 
development on this hill near H azard 
-22 new homes are part of the de
velopment plan, and the seven homes 
of these 22 that have been completed 
contain electric heat. The motel, to 
open June 1, 195 8, will have air 
condi tioning in each unit. 

Point Pleasant: The first primary 
aluminum was poured last month at 
Kaiser Aluminum & Chemical Cor
poration's big Ravenswood works. 
Final completion date for the $200-
million works is slated for "early next 
year." 

Abingdon: The Columbus Mc
Kinnon Chain Corporation, Tona
wanda, N. Y., has signed a lease for 
3 0,000 square feet of floor space in 
the new Abingdon Tobacco Redry
ing Corporation plant. Production 
is expected to begin about March 1, 
1958, with employment from 150 
to 200. 

Fieldale: Two major industries 
have completed construction. A 
270,000 square foot addition to 
Stanley Furniture Company has been 
completed. Employment will be in
creased by about 500. And Bassett 
Furniture Industries, I nc., has begun 
production in its new $2-mi ll ion table 
plant at Bassett. This 300,000 square 
foot plant is Bassett I ndustries' sixth 
and is the world's largest table plant. 
About 500 people will be employed. 

Pulaski: Klear Kni t, Inc. of In
dependence has under construction 
a 15,000 square foot addition for 30 
sewing machines. 

Boult Board Boosts Electric Heat 

Each of the 56 electric heating installations in the Pearisburg oreo of the 
Bluefield district is represented on this display by o triangle. Called the 
Soult Boord, otter its designer, Jomes R. Soult, oreo soles representative, ot 
lett, the board is in the Pearisburg office lobby. It is 8 by 10 feet and is 
illuminated by the lighted "Live Better Electrically" sign ot the top. The 
triangles ore color coded to show the type installation. Mr. Soult was 
assisted by Mory Kirby, home service representative, and Archie G. Phlegor, 
heating and builder soles representative, in the board's sign work. 

TOP: The largest medical clinic in Eastern Kentucky is also the largest heat 
pump installation in Kentucky Power. The new clinic is almost completed. 
BOTTOM: Perched 1,350 feet above sea level is the Citadel Motel, to be 
completed next year. This aerial view does not show s ites for 22 homes, also 
port of the development. The motel will hove electric heat and air conditioning. 

Appalachian Electric Power Company 

Ablnqdon Distrlct-10 YEARS: AUDREY J. HAGA, stenographer; ANCEL C. 
HUTTON, JR., area sales representative; HENRY McDONALD JONES, lineman. 

Beckley District- 15 YEARS: MILDRED L. WEBB, meter clerk; 5 YEARS: 
TONEY C. PALLARES, area sales representative. 

Bluefield District-5 YEARS: NORMA JEAN LONGANACRE, petty cash clerk. 

Cabin Creek Plant-35 YEARS: W. K. EVANS, chief plant dispatcher; 15 
YEARS: E. E. WYATT, coal conveyor operator; 10 YEARS: MARJORIE 
CRAWFORD, clerk-stenographer; 5 YEARS: G. W. ABSHIRE, laborer; B. L. 
FERRELL, material clerk; J. H. VICKERS, boiler maintenance helper. 

Charleston Dislrict-35 YEARS: \V. V. HESS, working foreman; 25 YEARS: 
R. C. CALLISON, groundman; C. J. NEELEY, general serviceman; 20 YEARS: 
C. C. JACKSON, working foreman, Kanawha Valley Power Company; 15 YEARS: 
J. R. BOSTIC, stationman; 10 YEARS: C. B. BADGER, JR., groundman; 
J. K. BUSTER, Montgomery groundman; L. K. BUSTER, Montgomery truck 
driver-groundman; A. M. JONES, lineman; BARBARA SHREWSBURY, St. Albans 
cashier-clerk; 5 YEARS: D. E. CAVENDER, meter reader. 

F!eldale District-10 YEARS: J . L. INGRAi\11, meterman. 

Hunllnqton District-10 YEARS: C.H. McCALLISTER, T&D clerk; 5 YEARS: 
CARLOS J. AKERS, safety supervisor. 

Loqan District-20 YEARS: J. H. RAPER, line inspector. 

Lynchbuzq District-15 YEARS: KATI-ILEEN V. HUDSON, T&D clerk · 
JAMES 0. PULLEN, janitor; 10 YEARS: EDWARD L. BAKER, lineman; 
RAYMOND E. THOMAS, draftsman. 

Point Pleasant District-25 YEARS: W. 0. SALLAZ, line fo reman. 

Pulaski District-20 YEARS: ADIEL S. MORGAN, meterman; 15 YEARS: 
CLAUDE S. HALE, meterman; 10 YEARS: MARION A. DEHAVEN, T&D 
clerk; BRUCE J. STONEMAN, meter reader. 

Roanoke District-20 YEARS: C. T. RADER, lineman; 15 YEARS: J. D. 
PRATHER, appliance serviceman helper; 10 YEARS: C. W. HODGES, ground
man; E. M. PAYNE, head material clerk. 

Philip Sporn Plant-20 YEARS: ROBERT H. LAWSON, resident engineer; 
5 YEARS: JOSEPH R. BAILEY, helper; CLARENCE S. JORDAN, helper; 
NANCY G. SCALLY, payroll clerk. 

System-35 YEARS: K. R. ROWLAND, system station operator; 30 YEARS: 
T. R. MITCHELL, assistant electric plant accounting supervisor; 5 YEARS: 
ROY I. JENNELLE, maintenance man, Radford Arsenal; D. M. MINNICK, 
maintenance man, Radford Arsenal; VICTOR SEMONES, JR., utility operator, 
Radford Arsenal; JULIAN L. VAUGHAN, maintenance mechanic, Radford Arsenal. 

Welch District- 35 YEARS: J.M. SPENCE, meter serviceman. 

Williamson District-5 YEARS: JOHN R. BARBOUR, JR., lineman. 

Kentucky Power Company 

Ashland District-15 YEARS : VIRGINIA LEWIS, secretarial-stenographer. 

Pikeville District-20 YEARS: OSCAR HAMILTON, line foreman; A. H. JOPP, 
district commercial manager; 10 YEARS: JACOB P. CLINE, JR., engineering 
aide; T. E. STEELE, area supervisor. 

Kingsport Utilities, Inc. 

15 YEARS: HENRY GILREATH, junior PBX operator; 10 YEARS: JAMES L. 
KESTERSON, appliance serviceman. 
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Six Couples Married 

Among employees ond members of their families married in recent weeks 
are those brides pictured above. From left: Mrs. William H. Ferguson, Jr., 
Abingdon; Mrs. Charles D. Cooper, Huntington; and Mrs. Elmo A. Murray, Jr., 
Charleston. 

Also married were, from left: Mrs. James W . Callahan, Abingdon; and Mr. 
and Mrs. Billy R. Canaday, Beckley. 

Phillips-Dobbins 
Mary Kathleen Ph illips and Carlos 

]. Dobbins were united in marriage 
November 8 at the Memor ial Baptist 
Church in Beckley. He is a Beckley 
meter reader. 

Meadows-Canaday 
Virginia Carol Meadows and Billy 

R. Canaday were married November 
8 at the home of his parents in Crab 

Employe's Daughter 
Elected Key Queen 

Linda Thompson, daughter of 
Blanche Thompson, Kingsport meter 
clerk, was recently named Dobyns
Bennett High 
School's M i s s 
Key Club for 
1957. 

L inda was 
crowned by the 
club president 
during halftime 
acti vities of a 
football game. 
She was pre
sented a silver 
watch engraved 

Linda Thompson 

with her name and title. 
Voting was held by the entire 

student body, and Linda won over 
14 contestants. 

Ashland 
M R. AND M RS. RICHARD P . BUYALOS, 

l daughter, Kimberly P aige, October .z 1. Mr. 
Buyalos is a PBX operator and Mrs. Buyalos 
is a former purch asing depar tment employee. 

Beckley 
M R. AND MRS. LLOYD F. POMYKATA, 

a son, Gregory Lloyd , October 27. M r . 
Pomykata is Rainelle area supervisor and Mrs. 
Pomykala is a former Beckley engineering 
department employee. 

Employee's Daughter 
Honored By PT A Group 

Karen Sue Miller was recently 
crowned P rincess of the Roadfork 

PTAH a l lo -

Karen Miller 

ween Carnival. 
T he eight

year-old daugh
ter of C. L. 
Mille r, Wil
liamson electri
cal engineer, 
she is in the 
third grad e . 
H er father is 
presently presi
dent of the 

PTA and was instrumental in raising 
money for the purchase of a com
mercial electric range and other 
equipment for the school. 

Orchard . H e is a Rainelle area meter 
reader in the Beckley district. 

Lanham-Murray 
T he Chapel of the First P resby

te rian Church in Charleston was the 
scene November 8 of the double ring 
marriage of Pauline Lanham and 
Elmo A. Murray, J r. Mrs. Murray 
is a C harleston power bill ing clerk 
and Mr. M urray is Charleston dis
trict commercial manager. 

Selfe-Callahan 
Betty Selfe and James W . Callahan 

were uni ted in marriage October 19 
in Lebanon. Mr. Callahan 1s an 
Abingdon district lineman. 

Nye-Ferguson 
Sylvia Anne N ye and William H . 

Ferguson, J r. were married October 
26 at the Glade Spring P resbyterian 
Church. M rs. Ferguson is an Abing
don clerk- typist and M r. Ferguson 
is an Abingdon dealer sales repre
sentative. 

Buttrick-Cooper 
Stella F. Buttrick and Charles D. 

Cooper were united in marriage Oc
tober 12 in Russell, Ky. M rs. Cooper 
is employed in the H untington dis
trict T&D record section. 

I 
Cabin Creek Plant 

MR. AND MRS. D . T. BRILES, a daugh
ter, Corrina Sue, October 4, Mr. Br iles is a 
laborer. 

Charleston 
M R. AND M RS. JACK L. WILSON, a 

son. Craig Lee, October 25. Mrs. Wilson is 
a former home economist. 

M R. AND MRS. K. P. McCOY, a daugh
ter, Mary Allen, October 26. Mr. McCoy 
is a St. Albans area serviceman, 

Kingsport 
MR. AND MRS. SAMUEL E. RUSSELL, 

a son, Larry Samuel, November 6. Mr. 
Russell is a lineman. 

Logan Plant 
MR. A D M RS. ALBERT J . STOWERS, 

a son, Jerry Michael, November 4. Mr. 
Stowers is a janitor. 

Roanoke 
M R. AND MRS. W . E. COLLINS, a 

daughter, Kathryn Sue, October 3. Mr. 
Collins is a truck d river-groundman. 

Philip Sporn Plant 
MR. AND MRS. JOHN N. LEWIS, a son, 

Dale Wesley, Ootober 30. Mr. Lewis is a 
coal handler. 

System 
MR. AND MRS. HERSCHEL R. FIKE, 

:i daughter , Gayle Marie, November 13. Mrs. 
Fike is a former system operating employee, 
Roanoke. 

MR. AND MRS. HERBERT H. LEWIS, a 
son, Samuel Vaden, October 17. Mr. Lewis 
is a system operat ing employee, Holston Station. 

MR. AND MRS. C. C. BEARD , a daugh
ter, Bettina Louise, November 12. Mr. Beard 
is a system distribution employee, Roanoke. 
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Williamson 
(Continued from Page 4) 

T hirteen veteran employees were 
honored with a service pin dinner 
at the Mountaineer H otel recently. 
T he d inne r was climaxed with the 
presentation of se rvice pins by C . C . 
Darrah, d istrict manager, to these 
employees: Ford Muncy, Monroe 
H all, J r., P rice Copley, George N. 
H airston, Leroy Hairston, Rufus 
Meade, J r., Millard G. Phill ips, 
Claude F. Alley, Betty L. Roach, 
Lorrayne G. Corea, H iram Stollings, 
W ill iam H. Stratton and J ohn R . 
Barbour, J r. 

E. ]. Clouser, district personnel 
supervisor, was given a surprise "Pop 
shower" by the office girls the day 
his son, Joseph Kenton, was born. 

Logan District 

W. R . Peyton, power sales engi
neer, addresred the members of the 
Logan Rotary Club recently concern
ing the engineering approach to 
traffic safety. 

H. R. J ackson, stores supervisor, 
is recu perating at home after hos
pitalization. 

H . ]. Collins, personnel supervisor, 
is serving on the Essay Contest Com
mittee for the State Employ T he 
P hysically Handicapped group. 

G. W . LcGrandc, line foreman, 
is recovering at home following hos
pi tal con fi ncmen t. 

W . M. Walls, commercial sales 
representative, l1as been elected vice 
president of the Chapmanville Ki
wanis Club. 

R uby Walls, meter, and Mary 
Elizabeth Davis, commercial, have 
returned to work fo llowing il lnesses. 

W. E. Bivens, residentia l and rural 
sales supervisor, was elected to the 
board of di rectors of the Logan Ki
wanis Club. 

Top 10 Honor Goes 
To Retiree's Widow 

Mrs. Florence H astie, t he widow 
of a system operating department re
tiree, was recently named one of the 
10 top club women of the Charleston 
area. She was named from a list of 
500 women. Her husband, Jim, died 
in 1953 . 

Mrs. Hastie 
has held several 
offices in the 
C h arleston 
West Side 
Woman's Club. 
She is a past 
officer of the 
My r t 1 e Re
bekah L odge 
No. 97 and of 
t he L adies 
Auxiliary,Patri 

.. 
-~· .. ~ ..... · 

·~.· 

r 
Mrs. Hastie 

arch, Mili tant, a branch of the Odd 
Fellows. She is past state president 
of the Degree of H onors Protective 
Association and a fraternal insurance 
organization. She is also a past officer 
of the Charleston Woman's Civic 
Council. 

Spirit Spawning 

Anne B. Turner, Bluefield office clerk
stenographer, is her neighborhood' s 
first exponent of the 1957 Christmas 
spirit. The coach lamp decoration she 
recently placed on the front porch 
was the first Christmas light in her 
Princeton, W . Va., neighborhood. 

December 1957 

Surrounded by some of the many dishes they sa11nple during a Charleston 
cookbook contest are these home service representatives. At right Mary K. 
Hanley whips up a concoction from a contest recipe. At left she checks 
the weight of Barbara Thabet, one of the several home service representatives 
who are willing to help sample dishes in the judging. The dishes? In the 
top row from left are Yorkshire Hot Pot, Pecos Beef in Sour Cream Sauce 
ond Salt Rising Bread and Mush Rolls. In the next row are Apple-Sweet 
Potato Bake and Pumpkin Stack-Up. In the lower right the three dishes 
are Lasagne (beef, noodles, tomato and paramesian cheese casserole), Frozen 
Strawberry Cheese Cake and Real Squares (molasses candy). 

Judges 
Problems 

Cookbook Contest 
Have 1Weighty1 

Arc you one of the many Ameri
cans who has become "calorie con
scious"? Have you obtained calorie 
charts, starved yourself, taken pills, 
starved yourself, taken exercises, 
starved yourself-to lose pounds? 
Does the fight become a losing battle 
when a wedge of homemade apple 
pie is set before you? 

Take heart. Listen to the woes of 
Charleston's home service represcn ta
tivcs. 

These employees serve as judges 
in annual cookbook contests sponsored 
by Charleston's two newspapers. 
Sylbia Hinchman, home service di
rector, has regularly judged weekly 
recipes fo r the Charleston Gazette 
since 1949. She has also selected and 
tested en tries fo r the past four years 
in the paper's annual cookbook 
contest. And this yea r, Mary K. 
H anley, home service representative, 
is performing the same d uties for a 
contest sponwred by the Charleston 
Daily Mail. 

All entries are read carefully and 
the j udges select tho3e they want to 
test in the company kitchen. The 
recipe must be practical, the method 
stated clearly and it helps if the item 
can be prepared from " pantry shelf" 
ingredien t:. 

As many as 22 classifications of 
food arc covered in the con tests, and 
at least three recipes of each must 
be tested. 

And that's where the girls them
selves are put to the test. To properly 
judge a recipe, the result m ust be 
sampled. If it happens to be a 
Bavar ian cream glazed cherry pie, 
any really con sci en tious j udgc knows 
it often takes as many as 10 or 12 
bites to make sure whether or not 
it surpasses the Exquisite Chocola·c 
Mint Sticks. 

And so it goes. Breads, soups, 
pastries, salads, meats, sea foods and 

many other foods must be tasted. 
Even if she only takes a bite here 
and a couple more there, a cookbook 
judge consumes a great many calorics 
during the contest. 

But in Charleston the home service 
representative who judges cookbook 
contests is dedicated . She just shrugs 
her shoulders, picks up a fork, lets 
out her belt and decides the diet can 
begin the day after the con test ends. 

Coveted Title Given 
Employee's Daughter 

J oan Basham, 14-year-old daugh
ter of H oward Basham, Charleston 
district general 
clerk, has re
cci ved one of 
the most covet
ed honors of 
Woodrow Wil
son Junior 
H igh School. 
Joan was chosen 
head majorette 
of the school 
band's 9-mem
ber majorette 
corps. 

Joan Basham 

An honor student, Joan is presi
dent of the school's You th Group 
and is on the staff of the yearbook. 
She also works in the principal', 
office. 

~hr~'rr ~ngag£d 

CATHERINE E ILEEN DODSON to Bobby 
L. Wagner. Miss Dodson is a Princeton office 
clerk-typist in the Bluefield district. 

H ELEN WALLS to Cpl. Dennie L. Hoffman. 
Miss Walls is a St. Albans office cashier-clerk 
in the Charleston district. 

JUANITA BAILEY to Robert L. Goff. 
Mr. Goff is a Logan meter reader, 
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Emil Gore's brothers, Glenn, left, and 
Joe, pose with Mack, the black and 
tan coon hound largely responsible 
for the raccoon pelts pictured hang
ing on the wall. 

Coon Hound Mack 
Improves Record 

Emil Gore's coon hound, Mack, 
as a commendable reputation which 

was improved recently during a 
week-long hunting trip . 

Mr. Gore 

Mack was 
the only dog 
used on the trip 
by Mr. Gore, 
Point Pleasant 
district dealer 
sales represen ta
tive, and his 
t w o brothers. 
The trip yield
ed 2 1 coons. 

Mack, who 
is a black and 

tan hound, was purchased as a pup 
and trained by Mr. Gore. Mack has 
been treeing coons since he was a 
year old. He received national recog
nition when his picture appeared on 
t he cover of a coon hunter's maga
zine. 

During the Logan centennial, 
Mack was featured on Appalachian's 
float, and he was also winner of 
the centennial coon chase which won 
him $35 . As another honor, Mack 
was awarded a trophy for best of 
breed at a dog show held by the 
Logan County Sportsmen Club. 

Meter-Distribution 
Tops Roanoke League 

Meter-Distribution leads the 8-
team Roanoke Bowling League with 
a 22-8 record. The Stores team holds 
second place with a 17- 13 record. 

L. G. G regory, L ine and Station, 
has high average of 111 and high 
game of 149. K. K. H ubbard, 
Meter-Distribution, and P. C. Ray, 
Accounting No. 2, are tied for high 
3-game set with 3 77. Accounting 
No. I has high team game of 592, 
and Meter-Distribution has high team 
set of 1,628. 

Bags Turkey During Hunt 
~ L. C. Bias, office manager, was 

t he only Point Pleasant employee to 
bag a wild turkey this season. H is 
7-pound hen was killed in Pocahontas 
County. 

Mosco Blackburn 
Aids Youngsters 

Coaching a grade school foo tball 
team, a Hazard district line foreman 
has exerted a strong influence on 
careers of some of h is footballers. 

Mosco J. 
Blackburn, who 
this year 
coached Walk
ertown grade 
school to an un
beaten, untied 
season, had 
eight team 
members who 
did not intend 

Mr. Blackburn 
to re - enter 
school this sea

son. Counseling the boys, he per
suaded them to con tinue their school
ing. As a result, the boys will enter 
high school next year where they plan 
to play football. 

However, th is wasn't the first time 
Coach Blackburn persuaded team 
players to continue schooling. Two 
he encouraged to remain in grammar 
school will graduate from high school 
the end of th is term. Both boys are 
All-State football contenders, and 
both will receive college scholarships. 

Two Williamson Golfers 
Receive Tourney Awards 

Two Williamson district l inksmen 
won honors in the recent M ingo 
County Country Club's annual golf 
tournament. They are C. C. Darrah, 
district manager, and E . E. King, 
district superin tendent. 

Mr. King won first place trophy 
in the second flight and Mr. Darrah 
won first place trophy in the thi rd 
flight. T he trophies were presented 
at a banquet held in honor of the 
tournament winners. 

Moving A Giant 

This giant transformer, to convert 
voltage from 88 kv to 66 kv, was 
recently unloaded at the Grundy 
transmission station in the Welch dis
trict. Weighing 45 tons without oil, 
the transformer was unloaded by 
Switchback and Grundy crews, using 
a crane. Work is now in progress on 
the installation of the equipment. 
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Shades ol Robin Hood 

One broad head arrow brought Aubry C. Altizer, Beckley district truck driver
groundman, two trophies recently. One is this 1 SO-pound, 4-point buck 
killed at Watoga State Park; the other is a marksmanship trophy the Green
brier Field Archers of Rainelle voted to present him. At a range of 20 yards, 
Archer Altizer shot the deer in the neck. The buck traveled 150 yards 
before falling. This was the first deer killed in the park this year. 

Hobby Brings .Cash 
To Hazard Man 

G. C. Branson picks chrysanthemum 
blooms from one of his variety of 
greenhouse plants. Started as a 
hobby, the greenhouse has been ex
panded into a profitable business for 
the Hazard district stores supervisor. 

When G. C . Branson, store super
visor in the Hazard district, sold some 
surplus flowers to help bear hobby 
expenses, he in itiated a profitable 
pastime. 

Increased demand for h is flowers 
led to more and more expansion of 
the small greenhouse in his back yard. 
Now, M r. Branson is able to furnish 
flowers for most floral occasions and 
also such garden plants as tomatoes, 
cabbage and peppers. 

The expanded hobby has created 
a job for Mrs. Branson who is 
credited with doing much of the work 
involved in the enterprise. 

Mr. Branson joined our company 
as a temporary plant clerk in 193 0. 
Holding several positions, he was em
ployed as storekeeper and district 
stores supervisor before his present 
promotion. 

Cage Loop Starts 
For Logan Hoopmen 

Four teams are competing in the 
Appalachian Logan Plant-District em
ployees' basketball league which o
pened the season November 12. 
Thirty-six employees are vying for 
positions on the four league teams. 
Represented in the league are the 
Logan Plant Operators and the Logan 
Plant Office and Maintenance, while 
the district has. entries from the Meter 
Department and T&D. 

The league has a 12-game schedule 
with a tou rnament at the end of the 
regular season. 

An all-star group of league players 
is competing in the Logan County in
dustrial basketball league this season. 

Season's First 

Clyde L. Farley, working foreman, 
was the first employee in the Bluefield 
district to bag a wild turkey this 
season. Mr. Farley shot this 15-pound 
bird, along with several squirrels, in 
Pocahontas County. Accompanying 
him on the trip were his son, Danny; 
nephew, Freddie and brother, Claude, 
an area supervisor at Pineville. 

Williamsonians Finish First Aid Course Snow Halts Hunts 
Of Sporn Employees 

Twenty-six members of the Williamson district T&D de
partment recently completed the Red Cross standard first 
aid course taught by Fred Varney and Ernest Bailey, line 
foremen. Those receiving certificates were from left, first 
row: Roland Staten, Fred Alley, Henry S. Kiser, Jr., Kermit 
Epperly, J. B. Harris, Everette Carrico, Jerry Akers, Glen 

Felty, Second row: Rufus Meade, Calvin Thompson, Okey 
Taylor, Lester Cather, Joe Hatfield, Bobby Pinson, Lee 
Compton, Ralph Williams, W. H. Stratton. Third row: 
Jack Akers, Lat Bevins, Ernest Bailey, Ernest Slater, B. L. 
Curry, Truman Smith, Junior Stanley, J . R. Barbour and 
Fred Varney. 

Squirrels, turkey, grouse and deer 
have been sought recently by Philip 
Sporn plant sportsmen. H owever, 
heavy snowfalls ended two group 
hunts after the fi rst day. 

Both groups chose Hardy County, 
W. Va., as h unting grounds. 

After squirrels were Mark Ward, 
Glen Hensler, Stan Harbour, Keith 
Arnold, Clarence Tennant, Dallas 
Cadle, Tom H offman, Bill Gibbs and 
Bill Wentzell. Their one-day hunt 
yielded table meat. 

Turkey and grouse hunting and 
bow and arrow hunting for deer were 
Bill Roush, Bernard Hoffman, Ken
neth Rollins, Ed Carter and Joe 
Cullen. 
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All-League Honors 
Expected For Wood 

Jarrett " Butch" Wood, Jr., whose 
father is a Pikeville d istrict power 
sales engineer, is being considered for 
all-league football honors. 

Butch 1s 
Staunton Mili
tary Academy's 
first string cen
ter. H e is 
credited by his 
coach as being 
one of the best 
offensive block
ers i n the 
league. The 
180-pound cen
ter has started 

"Butch" Wood 

in all games this season except for 
one du ring which he was sidelined 
with a shoulder injury. 

Deer Jacket 

A. R. Schlaegel, Kanawha River plant 
maintenance man, wears the deer-skin 
jacket for which it took him 10 years 
to acquire enough material. The 
jacket, which features a satin lining, 
is made from the skins of three bucks 
and a doe which Mr. Schlaegel killed 
during the seasons of 1946, 1948, 
1952 and 1956. 

Williamson Teams Tied 
For Bowling League Lead 

Two teams, the Tap Changers and 
the Red i Watts, have tied for first 
place in the four-team Williamson 
district bowling league. Both teams 
have won six and lost three. 

Jay Runyon of the Regulators has 
high single game with a score of 202, 
and Ernest Bevins of the Breakers 
has h igh series with 544. 

Team captains are C. L. Miller, 
Tap Changers; J ack Maynard, Redi 
vVatts; Ernest Bevins, Breakers and 
Moir Nowlin, Regulators. 

Grand Gobbler 

Edwin H. Clark, Philip Sporn plant 
maintenance foreman, displays a 
record-size turkey gobbler he shot re
cently on a hunting trip in Hardy 
County, W . Va. The turkey was the 
second largest ever killed in that 
county, the conservation department 
reports. The gobbler's 12-inch beard 
was the longest many natives of that 
county had ever seen. 
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Two District And Three Plant Men 
Are Authors Of AGE 'Notes' Articles 

Two employees from Pulaski d is
trict and one each from Clinch River, 
Kanawha River and Phil ip Sporn 
plants contributed articles to the No
vember issue of Monthly Operating 
N otes. 

Earl M. Rottgen, yard foreman at 

Mr. Rottgen 

Sporn, was the 
au t hor of 
"Ba rge- Access 
Ladder, With 
Control F or 
Clean - Up 
Tractor." I n 
it he describes 
the use of a 
ladder, perma
nen tly attached 
to the floating 
dock for easy 

access to coal barges and the use of 
a control on the ladder fo r handling 
the barge clean-up tractor in a more 
efficient manner. 

Norfolk and Western railroad workers secure the low pressure stator at Roanoke after transferring it by locomotive 
crane to another special low-bed flat car. The stator, shipped by General Electric from Schenectady, New York, 
is one of the two recently received for Clinch River Plant's number one generating unit. 

J. S. Sutphin, area supervisor, and 
C. B. Sharpe, working foreman, both 
of the Marion area of t he Pulaski 
district, were co-authors of "Why 
Use Expensive Transformer Mount
ings?" In it they compare costs and 
effectiveness of mounting transformers 
on mounts and bolting them directly 
to poles, using a special stand-off 
bracket. As a result of their studies 
the two men recommend the latter 
method. 

Clinch River Plant Receives Stators Via N&W 
Special railway cars were required 

to ship two stators, weigh ing a total 
of 640,000 pounds, to the Clinch 
River Plant's Number 1 225,000-kw 
generating unit. 

Shipped by General Electric from 
Schenectady, New York, the two 
uni ts traveled only during daylight 
hours. At Roanoke the low pressure 
unit was transferred by Norfolk and 
Western locomotive crane to another 
special low-bed car. The high pres
sure stator was transferred at Elliston. 

Stators are units which change the 
direct current produced by the gen
erator into usable 60-cycle alternating 

Roanoker Re-Chosen 
For Legislature 

J. M. Peck, Jr., Roanoke district 
area sales represen ta ti ve, has been re
elected to the House of Delegates 
representing Botetourt and Craig 

Counties. Dur
ing h is first 
term Mr. Beck, 
a Democrat, 
was appointed 
to the agricul
ture, claims, en
rolled bills and 
privileges a n d 
elections legis
lative commit-
tees. 

Mr. Peck A member of 
the Masonic Lodge and Ruritan Club, 
he is a deacon in the Fincastle Presby
terian Church. 

Mr. Peck joined the company in 
1945. H e is married and the father 
of a son and twin daugh ters. 

"Old-Timers" Total 
2.000 Years' Service 

A total of 2,000 years of service 
was represented at the annual Pu
laski district "Old-Timers" dinner 
held November 14. At the affair, 
one pin was given for 3 5 years' 
service, three for 3 0 years' and 2 5 
for 2 0 years. 

Service pins were presented by dis
trict manager D . P. Minichan. 

Estimates of the total years' service 
represented was made by L. W. Bates, 
assistant Bluefield division manager, 
who spoke on the growth of the com
pany and the role of employees in 
creating good employee-customer re
lations. 

current sen t over transmission l ines. 
The stationary copper wirings 

Car Wreck Kills 
Glen Lyn Worker 

Mr. Roach 

J. P. Roach, 26-year-old main te
nance helper at the Glen Lyn plant, 
was killed instantly in an automo
bile accident November 3 two miles 
west of Glyn Lyn. 

Mr. Roach was employed by the 
company in 1954 after completing 
two years Army service. He was a 
graduate of Narrows, Va. h igh school 
where he played football. 

His brother, P. ]., was killed in 
an occupational accident at the Glen 
Lyn plant in 1951. 

A native of Tazewell, Virginia, 
Mr. Roach resided with his mother 
in Glen Lyn. 

mounted within the units are sealed 
in hydrogen. 

T he firs t of Clinch R iver's two 
225,000-kw units is expected to be 
in service by midsummer 1958. 
The $55,000,000 plant has been 
under construction since October 
1955 . Work on transmission lines 
and station facilities to link the plant 
to Appalachian's transmission system 
is progressing according to schedule. 

Stock Dividend 
Increased By AGE 

T he regular quarterly cash d ivi
dend on American Gas and Electric 
Company common stock, payable De
cember I 0, has been increased from 
36 to 40 cents per share. This action 
was taken recently by the AGE 
Board of Directors and was effective 
for holders of stock on November 12. 

The board also declared a 2 ,0 % 
stock dividend payable January I 0 
to holders of record December 9, 
subject to t he approval of the Se
curities and Exchange Commission. 

T he increase in the cash d ividend 
raised the annual rate to $ I .60 per 
share and is the fifth consecutive year 
that the rate of cash dividends has 
been increased. 

The stock dividend is the four th 
one declared in the past seven years; 
previous stock d ividends were 5 % 
in 195 1, 2,0% in 1953 and 2% 
in I 9 5 6. Also, the shares were split 
2 for 1 in 1953 and 1,0 for I in 
1956. 

"Continuous Reeving Of Coal
Crane Lines Saves Money" was writ
ten by H . L. Ballard, Kanawha River 
plan t yard foreman . H e estimates 
$2,250 is being saved annually at 
the plant on wire rope and time by 
a new method of reeving. 

And T. E. Peay, now Clinch River 
plant maintenance foreman but master 
maintenance man at Kanawha River 
plant when he wrote the article, was 
the au thor of "Checking Grounding 
Of Portable Electric Tools." He 

Kiwanis President 
Is Abingdon Employee 

Paul S. D unn has been elected 
president of the Abingdon Kiwanis 
Club. H e is Abingdon administrative 
assistant. 

Mr. Dunn 

He rises to 
the position 
from vice presi
dent and pro
gram chairman, 
and has been on 
t he club's board 
o f directors 
th ree years. He 
is also a mem
ber of the Se
quoyah Council 
of t he Boy 

Scouts, di rector of the Glenrochie 
Country Club, past president of the 
Abingdon J unior Chamber of Com
merce and on the official board of the 
Abingdon Methodist Church. 

Charlestonians Finish First Aid Course 

Charleston district's seventh class has completed Red 
Cross training for standard first aid certificates. Here, 
John C. Frazier, safety supervisor, demonstrates to the 
class the technique for removing o foreign object from 
on infant's throat. Kneeling from left are Dennis Blake 
and Joe Donegan. Standing from left, front row, are: 

Lucien Bios, Dick Reed, Oscar Meador, Pansy Millard, 
Collett Smith, Helen Walls, C. L. Mollohan, T. E. Reed, 
A. F. Whaples, Joe Williams, Rolph Allen and Bill Collins. 
Bock row, standing, from left, ore: Felix Porter, John 
Nutter, Charlie Connor, "Moc" McClain, C. E. Bunting 
ond Sam Givens. 

Mr. Bollard Mr. Peay 

describes a ground checker devised 
at Kanawha to check portable tools 
and their cords before they are 
issued. 

Carmen J. Grizzle 
Died In October 

Carmen J. Grizzle, 3 5-year-old 
Abingdon district meter servic_eman, 

died October 
3 1 following a 
short illness. 

Mr. Grizzle 
joined the 
company in 
1948 with the 
Russell County 
line crew. He 
was promoted 
to meter serv
iceman in 1951. 

Mr. Grizzle 
He was a mem

ber of the Honaker Kiwanis Club, 
the Masonic Lodge and the Baptist 
Church. 

Survivors include h is wife, two 
children and four brothers, including 
Worley H. G rizzle, a lineman with 
the Scott County line crew. 

Funeral services were held in the 
First Baptist Church of H onaker. 

PT A Council Headed 
By Point Pleasant Man 

M. W. Scott has been elected 
president of the Mason County PTA 

Mr. Scott 

Council, made 
up of repre
sen ta ti ves of 
several PTA's. 

The Point 
Pleasant rural 
and residenti; 
sales supervisor._/ 
was president 
of the North 
Point Pleasant 
PTA during 
1956 and this 

year was vice president of the Coun
cil. 

Sporn Vets Choose 
Members, Officers 

Four new members were initiated 
into the Ph ilip Sporn Plant Veteran 
Employee Association at the nin th 
annual meeting held November 6 at 
the Point Pleasant Moose Hall. 

New members are: Paul Theis, 
office manager; Kermit Ford , assistant 
regional dispatcher; Robert H. Law
son, resident engineer for Unit No. 
5 construction and Ralph Campbell , 
construction office manager. 

New officers elected for the com
ing year are: Frederick R. Emmert, 
president; Clayton A. Athey, vice 
president and Lindsey B. Ferguson, 
secretary and treasurer. 
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