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AnnualAEPSystemManagersMeeting 
To Be Held In Roanoke November 10-12 

The 19 5 8 annual American Elec
tric Power System Managers Meeting 
will be held in Roanoke November 
10-12. 

This will be the eleventh such 
meeting. Last year it was held at 
Fort Wayne, Ind., the year before 
at Canton, Ohio, and in 1955 at 
Huntington. Sessions during the 
three-day meeting will be held at 
Hotel Roanoke. 

Philip Sporn, president of AEP 
and of our companies, will open this 
year's meeting with his annual ad
dress. Two main subjects will occupy 
managers during the three days: sales 
and operating economies. 

Making up the general arrange
ments committee for the meeting are 
G. S. Dunn, syHem public relations 
director, chairman; G. L. Furr, 
Appalachian vice president and gen
eral manager; R. E. Hodges, assistant 
Appalachian general manager; and 

AEP System 
Hits New ·Peak 

The Americ:m Electric Power 
System exceeded 4,000,000-kw 
for the first time in the company's 
history, establishing a new all
t ime peak demand Monday, Oc
tober 27. 

The new peak of 4, 132,000-
kw was set from 11 a. m. to 12 
noon. Earlier in the day, peaks 
of 4,012,000-kw, from 9 to I 0 
a. m., and 4,108,000-kw, from 
1 0 to 11 a. m. had been estab
lished. 

The previous all- time AEP sys
tem peak of 3,97 1,000-kw was 
hit September 29. 

F. G. Lippert, director of personnel 
administration for the AEP Service 
Corporation. 

Serving with these men will be 
C. 0. Roberson, Appalachian ad
m inistrative assistant, hotel reserva
tions; J. A. Mundy, system employee 
relations supervisor, meeting facilities; 
E. L. Munday, assistant Roanoke 
district manager, office facilities; 
J. G. Harvey, Roanoke division per
sonnel supervisor, and W. A. Mc
Clung, system advertising and publi
cations supervisor, transportation; and 
W. P. Booker, Roanoke district mana
ger, and Mr. Dunn, meals. 

New York Office 
Going To Move 

After half a century at the Hudson 
Terminal building at 30 Church 
Street in New York C ity, AEP system 
headquarters will move further down
town to a building under construction 
at 2 Broadway. 

The 900 employees of our parent 
company and the service corporation 
expect to be moved by June 195 9 
in to the 9th, 10th and 11th floors 
of the new 30-story building. 

In announcing the move, President 
Philip Sporn said the new offices 
would provide comfortable and utili
tarian quarters essential to the proper 
function ing and the carrying out of 
the service, management and ad
ministrative responsibilities of the 
AEP system for the years ahead. 

AEP system headquarters are now 
located in parts of nine floors in the 
Hudson Terminal building. The 
new offices will be about one-half mile 
further downtown near Bowling 
Green and Battery Park. 

All-Electric Hom.es Popular At Clinch 
As Three Employees Get M.edallions 

Receiving their Gold Medallion Home certificates from Abingdon district 
manager Claud K. Kirkland are two of the three Clinch River plant employees 
who recently completed all-electric homes. From left are Joines E. Prater, 
Mr. Kirkland and P. B. Blizzard. T. E. Peay is the third plant employee 
with a Gold Medallion Home. 

All-electric homes are extremely 
popular with Clinch River plant em
ployees. 

Three employees just completed 
Gold M edallion homes, and a recent 
survey of the plant showed that all 
employees who plan to build homes 
in the next year will heat them elec
trically. One employee who recently 
purchased a home has converted it to 
electric resistance heat. 

The Gold Medallion H ome owners 
are E . Page Ott, Thomas E. Peay 
and Paul B. Blizzard. Thei r homes 

contain electric heat, meet certain 
wiring and lighting standards, and 
contain only electric appliances. 
These homes are located in Lebanon 
Manor in Lebanon, a new subdivision 
where 13 other all-electric homes 
have been built and six others are 
now being constructed. 

The three Clinch River employees 
are the first in Russell County, and 
the first employees in the Abingdon 
district, to receive Gold Medallion 
Home certificates. 
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Work is progressing on many phases of the new unit 
being built at Philip Sporn plant. In this picture taken 
from the roof of the existing plant, most of the construc
tion area can be seen. Part of the stack, over half com-

pleted, is in the rear. A coffer dam at right, serving as 
a retainer wall to keep the river from the foundation area, 
was completed lost April, signaling the start of construc
tion of the new unit. 

Work Progresses On Sporn Unit. 
Work is progressing ~rapidly on the 

new 450,000 kilowatt uni t under 
construction at Philip Sporn plant. 

Concrete pouring on the $60-
million add ition is at the halfway 
point wi th 25,000 cubic ya rds of 
concrete already poured. I n addition, 
120,000 square feet of wood forms 
and 1,600 tons of reinforcing steel 
have been placed for the substructure 
( that portion below ground level) 
of Unit 5. 

Sla ted to begin soon is the erection 
of about 6,000 tons of steel for the 
superstructure. And rising slowly on 
its way to becoming a real landmark 
in the Ohio Valley is the new unit's 
60 0-foot stack, tall as a 5 0-story 
building on completion. Although 
half of the stack can be seen above 
ground at present, more than half 
of th e stack work is completed be
cause the base is 3 8 fee t below ground 
level. Diameter of the stack varies 
from about 42 feet at the ba~e to 
about 17 feet at the top. 

Million Kw 

Upon completion in 1960, the new 
unit will raise Sporn plant's total 
generating capability to 1,050,000 
kw. It is similar to another 450,000 
kw unit being installed at Indiana & 
Michigan's Breed plant. At the times 
of their completions, these uni ts will 
be the largest capacity machines in 
the history of the electric power in
dustry. The Sporn unit will be 
theoretically capable of supplying the 
residential electric requirements of a 
city of 4-million people. 

Coal Use 

At full load, the new Sporn plant 
unit will consume abou t 15 0 tons 
of coal for every one of the 8,000 
hours a year it is expected to operate 
--or almost 1.3-million tons of coal 
per year. This will raise Sporn plant's 
annual usage to almost 3-m illion tons. 

Construction of the new addition 
began in April 19 5 7. General con-

tractor is Salli tt Constrnction Com
pany, which carried out general con
struction work on Sporn plant's four 
150,000 kw units, the last of which 
was completed in 1952. 

Coffer Dam 

Pouring of concrete began in April 
19 5 8 after completion of a six-cell 
coffer dam that serves as a retaining 
wall to keep th e river from flowing 

into the foundation area. Most of 
the cells will be removed after plant 
completion. 

General Electric Company will 
build the turbine-generator fo r the 
450,000 kw unit, slated to have the 
nation's first water-cooled stator wind
ings (instead of oil-cooled). The 
Babcock & Wilcox Company will build 
the unit's 23-story boiler, which will 
be of ou tdoor design. 

Paul D. Brooks, Vice President, Dies 
Paul D. Brooks, 53, commercial 

vice president in chuge of sales for 
the American Electric Power System, 
d ied October 23 in the Englewood, 
l ew Jersey, H ospita l following a 
four-week illness. 

A 3 0-year ve teran in the electric 
util ity industry, Mr. Brooks was com
mercial vice president and a director 
of the AEP Service Corporation and 
also a vice president and director of 
the AEP System's six operating com
panies. 

Funeral services were conducted 
October 25 at the Presbyterian 
Church, Tenafly, N. ]. , and inter
ment was in Fountain City, Tenn. 
on October 27. Mr. Brooks, who 
resided at Tenafly, is survived by his 
wife, daughter, parents and two 
sisters. 

He was well-known as a sales execu
tive throughout the entire industry 
and had served on numerous national 
committees, including participation in 
activi ties of the Edison Electric In
stitute, trade association of the in
dustry. Prior to joining AEP in 
1954, he had been associated with 
Ebasco Services, Inc., of New York 
for 16 years and with Tennessee 
Public Service Company of Knox
ville for nine years. 

Mr. Brooks was born in Knoxville 
and was graduated from the Uni
versi ty of Tennessee, receiving h is 
BS degree in Electrical Engineering 

Mr. Brooks 

in 1929. He had joined Tennessee 
Public Service in 1928 as a commer
cial sales engineer. In 1929 he be
came supervisor of that company's 
rural department, in 1932, manager 
of an operating division, and in 1936, 
general sales manager. 

He j oined Ebasco in 1938 as a 
sales sponsor. H e became assistant 
manager of the sales and marketing 
department in 1944 and manager of 
that department in 1950. 

As commercial vice president for 
the AEP System, he directed the sale 
of electric power to 2,300 communi
ties and 5-million people in seven 
states. In 19 5 7, AEP power sales 
totaled 21.4-billion kilowatthours
an all- time record for a private utility 
system. 
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Freedom Or Socialism? 
\Vhether a person is directly engaged 

in business or not, an understanding of 
our productive system is essential to 
intelligent citizenship. o one can afford 
to be unconcerned about efforts to 
undermine our economic strength and 
well-being. 

One such effort in our country today is 
being made through socialism. Socialism 
is a political and economic theory of 
social organization based on collective 
or governmental ownership of the essen
tial means of production and distribution 
of goods. Socialism works on the prin
ciple "from each according to his ability; 
to each according to his need." In other 
words, the government will take more 
goods from those who are able to pro
duce more, and will give more to those 
who have the greatest need, regardless 
of their ability to produce. 

Socialism eliminates private ownership 
and operation of business; it eliminates 
competition, since government owns or 
controls all industry and no one is left 
the freedom to compete. For investment 
capital, socialism uses the taxes of the 
people instead of-as in a free economy 
like ours-the profits of tax-paying 
private enterprise. 

Symptoms of socialism are present in 
this country. We should learn to recog
nize them. 

Attempts to destroy private enter
prise in the electric power industry is an 
example. Such power groups as the 
Tennessee Valley Authority are socialistic 
in nature. Everyone in the country 
pays taxes to support TVA, which 
furnishes electric power to only a small 
portion of our population. 

David Lawrence, public affairs com
mentator, in speaking of what he calls 
"'galloping socialism," points ou t the 
great danger when one industry in a 
-country becomes socialized. He says: 
"If it is desi rable that the Federal 
Government knock private enterprise 
o ut of t he electric light and power busi
ness in America, it is just as logical for 
the Federal Government to take over 
.and operate the steel, copper, coal, oi l, 
.aluminum and other natural resource 
industries as well as automobiles, food 
and retai l stores, railroads, bus lines, air 
lines and all the other businesses now 
handled by pri vate enterprise and private 
investors." 

Back in 1878, Senator Benjamin 
Harvey Hill said: "I do not dread these 
corporations (privately owned corpora
tions) as instruments of power to destroy 
this country; because there are a thou
sand agencies which can regulate, re
.strain and control them; but there is a 
corporation we may all dread. That 
corporation is the federal government. 
From the aggression of this corporation 
there can be no safety ... " 

His warning then should mean even 
more to us now. 
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What ore the basic differences be 
twa:rn Socialism and Free Enterprise? 

BILL SCHWIETZER. Power Sales Engi
neer. Ashland 

There arc many differences between Social
ism and Free Enterprise. 

Perhaps the most fundamental difference is 
that in a free ente rprise system the tools of 
production arc owned by the individual people. 
In a socialistic system the tools of production 
arc owned by the government. 

Under the Free Enterprise system the 
wealth of the nation is produced and owned 
by the people and government is supported 
and controlled by the people. In the socialistic 
system the wealth of the nation is produced 
and owned by the government and the people 
arc supported by the government. 

INIS D. NEBEL. Commercial Stenogra
pher. Huntington District 

In order to understand this question, we 
would need a definition of socialism. Webster 
describes it as "A more equal division of 
property and the fruits of labor through com
mon ownership." 

Socialism aims to place ownership and conj 
trol of the principal means of production and 
distri bution in the hands of the pcoplc
usually through their government. 

Free enterprise, on the other hand, leaves 
each person free to make his own decision in 
economic life, places means of production in 
private hands and allows each man an income 
somewhat in proportion to what his labor and 
other resources produce. 

WINFRED H. HART. JR., Electrical 
Engineer. Roanoke 

Socialism is defined as a theory that land, 

industries, and goods produced should be 
owned, man.1ged, and distributed by a gov
crnmcn t rcprcscn ting the people; any system 
aimed to put these ideas into practical applica
tion. Our government today, complex as it 
is, would be simple as compared to such a 
many-headed H ydra. 

On the other hand, Free Enterprise as we 
citizens of the United States know it, is en
joying the liberty to undertake as an individual 
or in collaboration wi th others, a project or 
\'en turc, with only the necessary restrain ts 
which we must be ever vigibnt to keep reason
able. 

Under this system of Free Enterprise, we 
enjoy the highest standard of living in the 
world. What stronger recommendation could 
be g iven any system of government? 

C. S. LINGAR. Heating and Builder 
Sales Representative, Kingsport 

Scarcity, need, and desire for goods and 
services impose upon all societies the necessity 
to organize some type of economic system. 

Three primary decisions affecting available 
goods and services must be made. (I) Which 
of the needs and wan ts are to be satisfied and 
to what extent? (2) Who will produce the 
goods and services, with what resources and 
by which technological process? (3) H ow will 
the goods and scn·ices be distributed, i.e., who 
gets what and how much? 

In an economy based on Socialism, the 
people rely largely on policies drawn up or 
appro1•ed by the governing body in determin
ing the answers to these questions. 

ln a free-enterprise system prevailing markets 
and prices shape the decisions which are made 
by individuals or groups of individuals. 

CORRIE B. GRAFF. Cashier. Beckley 
The basic difference between Socialism and 

Free F.nterpri~c is that Socialism deprives an 
indi\'idual of incenti,·c, and Free Enterprise 
encourages it. 

Socialism is a doctrine and mo\'ement aim
ing at collccti,-c organization in the interest 
of the people as a whole, with collective control 
of production and exchange. The aim is to 
abolish all private income, rent, interest and 
proli ts from such sources. 

In sharp contrast to this ideology is the Free 
Enterprise system which emphasizes private 
initiative for indi,•iduals and the right to 
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organize industrial corporations and opera te 
for personal gain on a fa ir and competitive 
basis. 

ln substance, Socialism demands go,rern
mcn tal control and ownership-Free Enter
prise advocates and promotes an economv with 
a minimum of governmental rcgulatio~s and 
restrictions. 

LO G LIVE FREE E lTERPRlSE. 

BARBARA B. MARSHALL. Hillsville 
Cashier, Pulaski 

To me the basic difference between Socialism 
and Free Enterprise can best be described by 
comparing slavery to freedom. Socialism is 
Free Enterprise in bondage, bound by the 
constricting red tape of a bureaucratic govern
ment. 

A change from the Free Enterprise system 
to Socialistic form of government could lca<l 
to Communism. All present day communistic 
countries first accepted Socialism; none having 
made the transition directly from a govern
ment with Free Enterprise to Communism. 

We then must be on guard to preven t 
Socialism from creeping into our lives. We 
should use our influence to steer others from 
it when we see its signs at hand. 

A company such as ours could not, of course, 
exist under Socialism and the way of living 
which we enjoy would be impossible. 

KENNETH L. FINLEY, Investment Ac
countant, Philip Sporn Plant 

The basic difference between Socialism and 
Free Enterprise is that Socialism advocates 
public collective ownership of the means of 
prodnction, public collective management of 
all induotries and production for need and 
use instead of profit. 

Private en terprise advocates the r ight to 
purchase through private capital natural re~ 

sources, manufacture products derived from 
these natural resources in private industries 
for sale on the open market at a profit; thereby 
creating a competitive market. 

Through this competitive market private 
corporations are constantly experimenting with 
new ways and means of producing better 
products for less and in doing so are in 
reality helping the common man by enabling 
him to purchase more products cheaper and 
by creating better working conditions. 

i 



November 1958 THE ILLUMINATOR Page 3 

Second Unit At Kammer In Operation; 
February Target Date For Third Unit 

Company Honors 35, 40-Year Veterans 

T he second 22 5,00 0-kilowatt gen
erating uni t at Kammer plan t is now 
in operation. Unit 2 followed U n it 
1 on the line by about four months. 

P rogress continues m eanwhile on 
the 225,000-kilowatt U nit 3 at the 
Captina, W. Va. plant, slated fo r 
completion in February 1959. The 
$93 -million generating station pro
vides power fo r the Ormet Corpora
tion's new aluminum reduct ion plant 
at H anni bal, Ohio, about 10 miles 
down the Ohio R iver. 

Onn et G enerating Corporation, a 
subsid iary of Ormet Corpora tion, 
which in turn is jointly owned by 
Olin M athieson Chemical Corpora
tion and Revere Copper and Brass, 
Inc., owns the firs t two uni ts of 
Kammer plant. The third unit will 
be owned by Ohio Power, w hich wi ll 
operate all three un i ts. 

Construction began at Kammer in 
early 19 5 6, shortly after fi rst an
nouncement of the unique operation 
involv ing coal mining, electric power 
generation, alum inum production and 
fabrication of aluminum prod urts
all in one major industrial complex. 

Bulk of the generation of the first 
two un its suppl ies the Ormet plant 
and the new Olin Mathieson alumi
num roll ing mil l adj acent to it. 
Genera tion of the thi rd unit, and 

OVEC Executive 
Dies In October 

Mr. Shedd 

Fred R. Shedd, 59, executive vice 
president and general manager of the 
O hio Valley Electric Corporation, 
d ied October 22 of a hea r t Jttack . 
H e began his career in the utility 
fie ld in 19 19 with Appalachian. 

Mr. Shedd, who was stricken w hile 
attending a meeting of OVEC sponsor 
companies in Columbus, had recently 
re turned to work after a heart attack 
suffered on April 20. 

H e joined Appalachian's Glen Lyn 
plant in 191 9. After several pro
motions in enginee ring assignments 
th roughout the American E lectric 
Power system, he became superin
tenden t of plan ts for O hio Power in 
194 3. H e was later made an assistant 
d ivision m anager of Indiana and 
M ichigan Electr ic Company. 

In 195 3 he was elected a vice 
president of OVEC and three yea rs 
later was made execu t ive vice presi
d ent. OVEC was formed in 1952 
by l 5 private electric utility com
panies of the Oh io Valley region to 
build and operate a $400-m illion 
power project supplyi ng electricity to 
the Atom ic Energy Commission's 
Portsmouth, Ohio, project. Appala
ch ian, l&M and Ohio Power are three 
of the sponsor companies. 

Mr. Shedd was born in N iagara 
Falls, N. Y., in l 899. H e attended 
the University of M ichigan School 
of Engineeri ng. F uneral services and 
burial were in C hillicothe, Ohio, 
where he was a resident. He is sur
vi1·ed by his wife. 

the balance of the generation of the 
other two units, will be fed into the 
Ohio Power System. 

The three-unit Kammer plant is 
expected to consume about two-mil
lion tons of coal a year, all of which 
will be supplied by the new Ireland 
Mine of the Consolidation Coal Com
pany. Coal will be delivered from 
the mine's cleaning plant to the power 
plant site via a one- th ird mile con
veyor system. 

M. W. Scott Named 
PTA Council Chief 

M. W . Scott, P oint Pleasant rural 
and residential sales supervisor, has 
been re-elected president of the 
M ason County PTA Council. 

Mr. Scott 

During h is 
past year in 
office, the coun
cil has organ
ized a citi zen's 
steering com
mi ttee, and has 
pro m oted a 
" M eet Y o ur 
School Bo a r d 
Candidate" 
campaign. P lans 
are now being 

m ade to study the feasibility of hiring 
a teacher for the county's retarded 
ch ildren. 

Mr. Scott has served the North 
Poin t Pleasan t PTA as president and 
vice president. H e has been with 
Appalachian for 10 years, is married 
and has one daughter. 

Supervisors Tour 
Plants, New Office 

F ifty supervisors from Charleston 
district and Kanawha Vallev Power 
Company visited the Philip Sporn 
plant, Kaiser Aluminum's new Wil
low Grove, W. Va., plan t and the 
new Appalachian office at Poin t 
Pleasant recently. 

While at Sporn plan t, the group 
inspected the new 4 50-mw unit No. 
5 now under construction and the 
34 5-kv switchyard. 

N ine Appalachian ve terans recently 
received pins for long years of service. 

Awarded 40-year p ins were 
W. Peyton Saul, Roanoke, and A. J . 
T homas, Beckley. Receiving 3 5-year 
emb]ems were : George G. Nicholson, 
system ; W illiam E. M itchell, and 
Bernard H . White, J r., Beckley; 
M . J. Hartley, system ; Frank P. 
Styles, H oward C . Mathews and 
Benjamin R. Currence, C harleston. 

Mr. Soul 

W. P. Saul 
Roanoke sta

tion man W. 
Peyton Saul was 
employed as a 
line m an in 
19 18. Since 
then, he served 
in the l ine and 
station depart
ment as trouble
man before h is 
last promotion. 

A native of 
Pulaski, he is married and has one 
daughter. H is hobbies arc hun ting 
and fishing. 

A. J. Thomas 

Albert J. Thomas, Beckley station 
man, completed 4 0 years' service 
October I. After j oining the com
pany as a swi tchman in 19 18, he was 
promoted to station operator in 1937. 
H e was made station man in 1956. 

A nati ve of J effrey, W . Va., he 
attended schools at Kanawha Fork, 
W . Va. H e is a member of the Ma
sonic Lodge, is married and has one 
son. 

G. G. Nicholson 

In 1923, Mr. Nicholson joined 
the Ken tucky and West Virginia 
Power Company in H unti ngton. 
W hen Appalachian was formc<l in 
1 926, he was made district purchas
ing age nt and chief storekeeper. In 
1942 he moved to Roanoke as assistant 
purchasing agen t. H e has served in 
his present position as system stores 
audi to r since 1947 . 

A ruling Elder in the Presbyterian 
Church , he is a member of various 
Masonic Lodges in H untington and 
Roanoke. He has attended schools 
in England and Detroi t and the In
ternational Business College at New-

Modernization Of Distribution System 
In Hazard Completed With Cut-Over 

A new improved d istr ibution sys
tem serving the city of Hazard went 
in to operation October 12 when a 
fina l cut-over from the old system 
was made. 

T he new system provides elec
tr icity to meet present and future 
demands of customers in the city, 
and allows interchangeable circui ts. 
T his means that when one circuit 
goes off another can pick up its load, 
restoring power in a matter of 
minu tes. 

T he work began at the Combs 
station, six miles below Hazard, 
where regulators were installed . The 
line from Combs to W alkertown was 
rebuilt and voltage was increased from 
4,000 to 12,000 volts. The street 
l ighting system of W alkertown was 
also remodeled. 

T he business section of H azard is 
now being served from t he Blue 
Grass 1,500 Kva station by new 
voltage regulators, and the East Main 
Street and Woodland Park area are 
being served from the 3,000 Kva 
station at Lothair, th is circuit also 
getting new regulators. 

Another circuit serves the Baker 
H ill and Backwoods section of 
H azard . The new circui ts have m ade 
it possible to equal ize the load in 
H azard. 

Working on the Blue Grass circuit 
ot High Street during modernization 
of Hazord's distribution system are, 
on the pole from left: Clark Hays 
and Earnest Pennington; on the 
ground from left, Adrian Combs, H. C. 
Barnett and Earl Smith. 

Mr. Thomas Mr. Nicholson 

Mr. Hartley Mr. Styles 

port N ews. 
Married, 

daughter. 
he 1s the fa ther of one 

W . E. Mitchell 

Mr. Mitchell, Beckley line super-
visor, entered company service 111 

1923 as a li neman. In 1932 he was 
promoted to utility man and since 
then has served as fo reman, general 
foreman, line foreman, and assistant 
d istrict superintendent. H e rece ived 
his last promotion in 1947. 

H e is a member of the Beckley 
L ions Club, the Masonic Lodge and 
Shriners and the Beckley Elks Club. 
A native of Toronado, W. Va., he is 
married and has one daughter. 

B. H. White, Jr. 

Beckley local office manager Ber
nard H . W hite, J r. began his career 
with our company in 1923 as ledger 
clerk in C harleston. H e was pro
moted to chief clerk in 1934 and 
received his last promotion in l 945. 

A native of St. Albans, he attended 
the Capi tol City School of Commerce 
in Charleston. He is secretary of the 
Beckley Civitan Club and is act ive 
in the St. Francis deSales Ca tholic 
Church. H e is married and has two 
child ren. 

M. J. Hartley 

J oining Ind iana and M ich igan 
E lectric Company in 1923, Mr. 
Hartley, system meter superintendent, 
transferred to AEP system in 1946 
as meter engineer. He transferred 
to Appalachian as senior meter engi
neer and was later made assistant 
meter superintendent. H e rece ived 
his present position in 195 4. 

E n tering the armed services in 
1 941, he served as a test pilot for 
Glenn H . Martin Company. H e is 
married and the fa ther of three chil
d ren. 

F. P. Styles 

O n October 2, Mr. Styles, Charles
ton di vision sales analyst, compieted 
35 years with our company. Until 
1937 he worked in a clerical capacity 
in the com mercial departmen t. H e 
was then promoted to resident ial sales. 
In 194 8 he moved to the division 
sales office in residen tial and rural 
sa.les promotion. 

A native of West Virgi nia, he at
tended Charleston Busi ness Col lege. 
Among hobbies he includes hunting, 
fi sh ing, woodworking and fa rming. 
H e is married. 

H. C. Mathews 

H oward C . Mathews, Charleston 
d istrict meterman, has served his en
tire 3 5 years with the company in 
the meter department. H e joi ned 
the company as an electrician's helper. 
He was then made a meterman. He 
is married and resides in C harleston. 

Mr. Mitchell Mr. White 

Mr. Mathews Mr. Currence 

B. R. Currence 

Mr. Currence celebrated his 3 5th 
ann ive rsary with the company on Oc
tober 8. Throughout his employ
ment, he has worked in the Charles
ton meter department where he is a 
mete rman. H e first served as a helper 
and later became a meter tester. 

Prior to his employment with 
Appalachian, he was employed by the 
U . S. Postal Department. A native 
of Elkins, W . Va., he is marri ed . H e 
is a member of the Masonic Lodge, 
assistan t di rector of the Sh rine and 
active in the Scottish Rite. 

Contest Leader 
Sets AEP Record 

O hio P ower's Phi lo plant, which 
in October became the ~econd d ivision 
and firs t plant on the AEP System 
to work two-million man-hours with
ou t a disabling inju ry, still leads the 
annual AEP D ivision Safety Contest. 

At the three-quarter mark of this 
fou rth annual contest, September 3 0, 
P hilo was neari ng the coveted two
million mark with 1,982,176 man
hours since the last disabli ng inj ury. 
l&M's Marion-Muncie di vision is 
second w ith 1,2 51,707 man-hours, 
and O hio Power's Central d ivision 
jumped from seven th at the halfway 
mark to third with 992,802 man
hours. 

In fourth, fifth and sixth are the 
three divisions that have no disabling 
mJ ur ies since the contest began 
J anuary 1, 1955 . T hey are Kanawha 
Ri ver plant, Kingsport and Logan 
plant. Kentucky Power is eighth at 
the end of the third quarter. 

Scouter Honored 

An Ashlond district employee hos re
ceived the highest award thot can be 
given a volunteer Boy Scout worker. 
Fronk Alexander, servicemon in the 
metar deportment, is shown holding 
the "Silver Beaver" oward. He has 
been leoder of Grayson, Ky., Troop 
No. 160 since 1950. Mrs. Alexander 
hos also been octive in scouting, serv
ing as o den mother for Cubs. 
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Clinch River Plant 

Patsy M . Vanhook, clerk trainee; 
Stanley B. W agoner, laborer ; and 
Charles B. Hinchey, remits helper, 
<lre new employees. 

Abingdon District 

J ames f. McReynolds, Clintwood 
acwunting, is a new employee. 

A. D. Rosenbalm, retired employee 
now living in Washington, D. C., 
visited the office recently . 

Mrs. Larrie L. Bucklen, wife of 
the Scott County area repre:entative, 
agricul tural engi neer, is convalesci ng 
at home after hospitalization. 

Glen Lyn Plant 
The Kilowatt Klub held a H allo

ween cos tume party at the American 
Legion H all in N arrows. 

Sympathy is extended E . L. 
Knight, reti red employee, and 0. S. 
Knight, unit foreman, on the dea th 
of their wi fe and mother, respectively . 

Welch District 
Dorothy W. Lawless, Keystone 

cashier, attended the fall session of 
the Eastern Star held in Huntington. 

Nancy Stover, record clerk-typist, 
is a new employee. 

A. F. H orne, distri ct manager, ]us 
been appointed by Governor Cecil 
Underwood as a member of the De
partment of Public Assistance Council. 

Charles Brown, Grundy area serv
iceman, has returned home after hav
ing maj or surgery in a Boston hos
pi tal. 

Pulaski District 

Aulden E. Lemons, Pulaski dealer 
sales represcn ta ti vc, has been named 
second vice president of the Pulaski 
County Chamber of Commerce. 

Evelyn E. Buckland, records 
stenographer, has been elected to 
serve a two-year term as a director 
of the Pulaski County Unit of the 
American Cancer Society, Virginia 
Division. 

William M . King, area serviceman, 
has returned to work after an illness 
of several weeks. 

Mrs. E . L. Whitley, wife of the 
district commercial m anager, has re
turned home following operations and 
hospital confinement of four weeks. 

Andrew L. Graham, J r., electrical 
engineer, has been appointed finance 
chairman of the N ew River District 
for the annual drive for the Boy 
Scouts of America. · 

Sympathy is extended Fred M. 
Bennington, G alax area sales repre
sentative, on the death of h is fa ther 
and James L. Earles, Christiansburg 
meter reader, on the death of his 
fa ther. 

Bluefield District 

E. Vv. Meador, division rad io en
gineer, was runner-up in the Fay 
Ingalls M emorial Skeet Shoot and the 
All-Gauge Championship Shoot, an
nual events at H ot Springs, Va. 

M. E. Rich, records supervisor, 
has been selected general co-chairman 
of the Bluefield, Va., Uni ted Fund 
Drive. H e has also been elected a 
delegate to the fall conference for 
District 24-F of L ions International. 

Richard J. Wood, assistant district 
manager, has been appoin ted chai r
man of the science fa irs committee 
by the Pocahontas Industrial Council 
for Education. 

(See Bluefield, Page 9) 

Ha.zard District 

Kay McDaniel, commercial, is a 
new employee replacing Gayle 
Muncy, who resigned. 

T he girls of the H azard district 
honored Dixie Lee Napier, bride
elcct, and Gayle Muncy, who re
signed, with a dinner recently. At
tend ing were T ommy G. Bailey, 
Pauline Garrett, Louis Graef, Eunice 
Poore, Clydia Combs, Doris Combs, 
Carolyn Ccnt~rs, Leyburn Cody, 
Margie Wilder, Wanda Napier, Joyce 
Combs, LaRedith Pratt and Ri ta 
Barker. 

Pikeville District 

The girls of the Pikeville district 
held a going away party for Martha 
Rutherford who was transferred to 
Ashland. 

L . M. N ewsom, record supervisor, 
was selected to represent Pike County 
at the Southern States Cooperative 
Conven tion. 

A. H . ]opp, district commercial 
manager, served as a guide for a 
three-day tour made by several federal 
officials, members of Congress and 
industrial leaders to make a study of 
the industrial potential of eaHern 
Kentucky. 

Ira Smith, lineman, has resigned. 

Ashland District 
Paul B. Lumbard, district per

sonnel supervisor, was elected vice
chairman of the Boyd County Chap
ter of the American Red Cross. 

Benevolent Group Begins Year 

New officers of the Roanoke area Appalachian Employees' Benevolent Associa
tion a re pictured above. They are from left: Mary Lou Graybill, system ap
praisal, secretary; E. T. Jones, Jr., local accounting, president; and Vonice 
Gish, system accounting, treasurer. For 1957-58, a total of 636 employees 
paid $11, 109.32 into the association, an average of $17 .45 per employee, 
whic;h win c;ontributed to various c:horitoble organizations. 
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System 
Carolyn B. Stevens, Deanna D. 

Cooper and Nancy L. Belcher are 
new system accounting employees in 
Roanoke. 

M embers of the Appa-Mo Club 
held a dinner-dance at the Candle
li te Club. Following the dinner, 
these new officers were installed: Joe 
Schultz, president ; Phyllis H owell, 
secretary; W. L. Gordon, treasurer; 
and R. H . McDearmon, assistant 
t reasu rer. 

Alice M. Leffell, system account
ing, has resigned. 

Sympathy is extended C. C. L ance 
on the death of his son and F. H. 
Rouse on the death of h is sister. 

Lynchburg District 

C. Bryan Higgins, J r., rodman, 
has returned to work after six months' 
mili tary service. 

James H. Haley, Jr., customer 
service representative, has returned 
to work following hospitalization and 
eye surgery. 

Kenneth R. Brooks, groundman, 
and Emmett T . Kidd, Jr., ground
man, have resigned. 

Sympaihy is extended J oseph W . 
M cCarthy, assistant local office mana
ger, on the death of his mother-in
law and Jack D. H arker, electrical 
engineer, on the death of his father
in-law. 

Fieldale District 

H arvey L. Agee, meterman, is re
cuperating from burns received dur
ing a recent fire in his home. 

Mrs. J. W. Eanes, wife of the 
meter serviceman, is improving after 
an operation. 

G eorge W. Turner, Stuart area 
sales representative, has returned to 
work after an illness. 

Fifteen employees donated blood 
for the Bloodmobile on its visit to 
Fieldale. Ralph Naff, dealer sales 
representative, became a GalJon Club 
donor. 

Roanoke District 
Nancy H amlett, clerk trainee; 

Marion Shank, payroll clerk; and 
Ann B. Campbell, clerk trainee, are 
new employees. 

J ames Crouch, administrative as
sistan t, lu s returned to work after re
covering from a broken ankle. 

C. R . M ills, local accounting, has 
been confined to the hospital for a 
month. 

E. B. Ferguson, truck driver
groundman, and J . H. Witt, line 
foreman, have returned to work fol
lowing illnesses. 

J. I. Muncey, district commercial, 
has returned to work after an opera
tion. 

Mrs. C. E. Moore, wife of the 
commercial department employee, 
and Gary, wn of D. B. Stoner, local 
accounting, have returned to their 
homes following hospitalization. 

John B. Whitmore, division com
merci.ll manager, has been elected 
treasurer of the Roanoke District of 
the Virginia M ethodist Church. 

(See R oanoke, Page 11) 

Fund Officers 

In operation for a decade, the Pulaski 
Employees' Fund has selected these 
two as officers for .1958-59. B. B. 
McCall, power sales engineer, le~, 
has been named chairman, and 
Adelene Newman, stenographer, has 
been selected secretary-treasurer. On 
the board are G. G. Roseberry, R. H. 
Cornett, and P. T. Gress. The Fund 
was organized in 1948. 

Charles S. Lingar, co-op student, 
h as completed h is education at East 
T ennessee State College and returned 
to work as heating and builder sales 
representative. 

Lawrence Jones, line section, is a 
new employee. 

James 0. Addison, H olston station, 
and Jesse L. Williamson, lineman, 
have returned to work following hos
pitalization. 

Logan Plant 

Sympathy is extended George 
Frey, supervisor of maintenance, on 
the death of h is mother-in-law. 

M . F. Morri son, plant personnel 
supervisor, has been appointed to 
serve on the Logan County Commit
tee on Employment of the Physically 
Handicapped. 

Logan District 

Bill E. Bailey, janitor, is a new 
employee in the M an office. 

H. J. Collins, district personnel 
supervisor; W. E. Bivens, residential 
and rural sales supervisor ; J. A. 
Kovich, district engineer; and P. C. 
Gosney, area supervisor, attended the 
Foreman-Manager meeting at .Mar
shall College. 

Sympathy is extended Eleanor 
Cunningham, secretarial-stenographer, 
on the death of her father. 

Williamson District 
Landon, son of E . E . King, district 

superintendent, was a delegate from 
the Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity 
at the University of Kentucky to the 
Leadership Training Conference at 
Northwestern University. 

J ohn, son of H. M . Strong, local 
office manager, has been appointed 
one of the freshman basketball mana
gers at W est Virginia U niversity. H e 
also has been pledged to the Ph i 
Sigma Kappa National Social Fra
ternity. 

{See Williamson, Page 5) 
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Kanawha River Plant 
D. H. Brown, head material clerk, 

has returned to work after an opera
tion. 

Joseph ine Fultz, timekeeper who 
resigned, was honored with a fare
well dinner and gif ts at the Savoy 
Restaurant in Charleston. 

W. E. Childers, utility operator, 
has resigned . 

Sympathy is extended H. L. Bal
lard, yard foreman, on the death of 
his mother-in-law. 

Charleston District 

Barbara Thabet, home service 
representative who resigned, was 
honored with a luncheon at Wood-
rum's T ea Room. ) 

Ernie Williams, meterman who re- ... 
tired, was pre£ented a wrist watch 
and a drill set at a party in his honor. 
His hobby is fishing, so J ean Sturm, 
meter clerk, baked a cake in the 
shape of a straw hat and decorated 
it in yellow and green frost ing. 

C harli e Coughlin, T&D line sec
tion, is a new Montgomery employee. 

G. B. Moir, Sr., and E. A. Riehl, 
retired employees, are convalescing 
at home following hospitalization. 

Retired employees French Snyder, 
Walter Stricklen, Oscar Dabney, 
R. R. Lucas and L. F. N ichols visited 
the office recently. 

R. G. Skinner, retired division 
commercial supervisor, has returned 
to Charleston after spending the 
summer at his home at Lake Chautau
qua, N . Y. 

Cabin Creek Plant 

Sympathy is extended Eldin Roush, 
electrical maintenance helper, on the 
death of his father-in-law and Donald 
Raines, turbine auxiliary equipment 
operator, on the death of h is fa ther
in-law. 

Sympathy is also extended R. E. 
Larabee, Jr., transformer main te
nance helper, on the death of his 
mother. 

Beckley District 

J ames M. Gates, commercial sales 
representative, was elected president 
of the L incoln School PT A. H e was 
also elected vice president of the 
Presbyterian M en of the Church and 
secretary of the M en's Bible C lass 
of the Beckley Presbyterian Church. 

(See Beckley, Page 7) 

Snake Sandwich? 

For those who like rattlesnake meat, 
this 5-pound viper is worth about 
$50. It is displayed here by Henry 
Mosley, Charleston truck driver
groundman, who killed it on Scrabble 
Creek near Gauley Bridge. The going 
price for rattlesnake meat in Charles
ton is $1.95 for a 3-ounc;e con. The 
snake measured 46 inc:hes in length 
and sported 13 rattlers and a button. 

u 
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Moving Large Transformer Poses Problem 
Kingsport U tilities received rail 

shipment of the area's largest trans
former recently and, along with it, 
a transportation problem. 

For installation in the new Reedy 
Creek station, the 62~/:! -ton trans
former had to be hauled about five 
miles. A prediction by R. C . Scarlett, 
station supervisor, that the tractor 
would not pull the 60,0 00-kva uni t 
came true near H olston. 

It's with much pride that W . H. Stratton, Williamson district line and station 
supervisor, displays his flower beds to visitors. His gardening hobby, which 
hod o modest start, hos grown until his bock yard is o show place of the 
community. 

T he veh icle stalled on a d ight 
grade, and the help of two more 
trucks was requi red to complete the 
trip. 

Scheduled fo r completion next 
summer, the Reedy Creek station will 
cost about $45 8,000. It will serve 
the Kingsport area at 33-kv wi th 
add itional capacity for 69-kv. The 
station , wh ich is located on the 
Clinch River-H olston line, was started 
in October 1957. The steel structure 
was completed in J anuary 1958. 

Actions He Took To Stop Rain Damage 
Started Hobby For W. H. Stratton 

Because rain was damaging his 
property, W . H. Stratton terraced his 
back yard. This led to a hobby which 
takes up a great deal of his spare time. 

After the terraces were completed, 
the Williamson district line and sta
tion supervisor planted them with 

Two 11 Aid" Classes 
Held In Williamson 

Two Red Cross first aid courses 
were completed in the W illiamson 
district recently. 

T wenty-th ree employees took the 
course bringing the total of district 
employees who have completed the 
traini ng to 88 per cent. Instructors 
for the classes were C. L. Miller, 
electrical engineer, and H. \V. 
Cerrato, head T&D clerk. 

Completing the instruction were : 
E. E. King ; H . M . Strong, J r.; 
JV1yrtle Bevim ; Lorravne Core~; 

Naomi Can tees; F ranees Keadle; Vi r
g-i n ia Stafford ; Gleneda G ilman; G . 
B. Trent; J ack Riddle; Ernest Bev
ins; H azel Farris; Woodrow H ol
brook; Billy Williams; C. J. May
nard; Mary Kessinger; T. F. Valley; 
Ru th Windle; Alberta Shelton; 
M ichael Kohari ; Betty Roach; J. W. 
Robinwn, and Clyde Runyon. 

Pulaski Native 
Dies At Age 36 

Mr. Hudson 

John R. Hudson, 36, Pulaski di5-
trict material clerk, died October 12 
of a heart attack suffered the previous 
day. 

H e joined the company in 1945 
in the stores department, where he 
~pent most of his 13 years of service. 
H e was a native of Pulaski County. 

Mr. H udson was an active member 
of the First Methodist Church and 
a member of its choir, active in the 
Masonic Lodge and past worthy 
patron of the Eastern Star. 

H e is survived by his wife, a 
daughter, his mother and six brothers. 
Funeral services were conducted at 
the F irst M ethodist Church of Pu
laski, with burial in the H ighland 
M emory Gardens at Dublin. 

flowers. Gaining enjoyment from his 
gard ening efforts, he added three 
more beds, each 4 by 60 feet. 

His hobby developed until this 
yea r, he had abou t 1,500 feet planted 
with about 25 varieties of flowers. 
M any of his plants were from Florida 
and required special soi l treatment. 
These plants must be "taken in" 
during the wi nter to prevent freez
ing. 

Mr. Stratton plants h is own seeds, 
and when the flowe rs grow about six 
inches, he transplants them into 
permanen t beds. In the fall, he 
gathers seeds from his flowers for 
planting in the spring. 

Do these activities satisfy h is yen 
for gardening? Not quite. H e also 
has a strawberry bed which provides 
him with frozen berries throughout 
the win ter. 

Always Accurate 

A veteran of 44 years' service was 
retired in Roanoke recently-a vet
eran serving all those yeors on the 
bock porch of o customer. The vet
eran, o kilowatt-hour meter, is shown 
here undergoing finol testing by J. R. 
Loving, division meter deportment. 
The meter tested os accurate os its 
modern counterparts. 

Appalachian Power Company 
Abingdon District 

STACY J. GRIZZLE, JR., from Clintwood groundman to Lebanon meter reader.; 
KELLY K. NIPPER from groundman to lineman C; H AROLD PARKS from meter reader to 
T&D clerk; JOSEPH A . SELF fro m groundman to lineman C; JAMES R . WARDEN from 
commercial sales representative to power sales representative. 

Beckley District 
SAMUEL J . FARMER, JR., from general clerk to general clerk, senior ; MARGARET 

GARGES from PBX Operator to office messenger; HESTER LILLY from cashier to PBX 
operator; MARCENE SHAVER from clerk.typist to clerk-stenographer; M ARJORIE H . 
WILLARD from clerk-typist to cashier, Oak Hill; HILDA J. WINNER from merchandise 
bookkeeper, senior, to stenographer; LORETTA WISEMAN from credit & collection clerk 
to cashier , senior,, 

Clinch River Plant 
G ILES B. CARTER from rodman-cha inman engineer, construction department, to laborer 

production department ; J AMES G. KISER from t imekeeper, construction department, to laborer., 
prod uction department. 

Glen Lyn Plant 
R . C. BROWN from utili ty man to guard; J. F. JESSEE from ut ili ty man to guard; 

N. J. JESSEE, JR., from utility man to guard; M. L. L ESTER, J R., from utili ty man to 
jani tor; C. L. VIA from u tility man to jan itor. 

Huntington District 
E. LAWSON BAILEY from electrical engineer to power sales engineer. 

Logan Plant 
WILLIAM BRESCOACH from laborer to utility man. 

Point Pleasant District 
DONNA M. MULLIN from clerk-typist to clerk-stenographer. 

Roanoke District 
PATTY B. PARKEY, home service representative, from Roanoke to Bluefield. 

System 
BETTY LOU CARTER from clerk-stenographer to stenographer, public relations. 

Welch District 
EARL P . DOSS from meter ser.vice helper to meter servicman C. 

Kentucky Power Company 
Ashland District 

H ARRY C. DIXON from clerk trainee to payroll clerk; ELLA MAE ROLEN from clerk 
trainee to PBX operator. 

Pikeville District 
MARTHA RUTHERFORD, cashier , from Pikeville to Ashland. 

Kingsport Utilities, Inc. 
MACK D . WILLIAMS from appliance serviceman A to dealer sales representative. 

The 62 J/2 -ton transformer for Reedy Creek station near Kingsport was more 
than this tractor could handle. The tractor stalled on this slight grade, and 
two additional trucks were required to help complete the 5-mile trip to thi 
new installation. This 60,000-kvo transformer is the largest in the Kingsport 
oreo. 

Williamson 
(Continued from Page 4) 

The K-Appa-K Gi rls' Club held 
a candy sale to raise money to buy 
shoes and clothing for indigent school 
children. 

P rice Copley, T&D clerk, won a 
$75 U . S. Savings Bond in connection 
with "Crazy Days" sponsored b:v the 
Williamson Retail Merchants Asso
ciation. 

M embers of the commercial de
partment and the Williamson d i<trict 
supervisors presented W . F. G iles, 
fo rmer district commercial manage r. 
with a piece of lugga!!'e, robe and 
other items at a surprise dinner. 

E. E. King, district superintenden t, 
is con,,alescing at i home after hos
pitalization. 

Ben Scalf. retired emp]ovee, is able 
to be out after a broken lee-. 

Svmpathy is extended Cecil Ra1J. 
station operator, and Thu rman Ball. 
workin!!' foreman, on the death of 
their father. 

Huntington District 

Dorthy P. Rowsey, T&D meter 
section, has resigned. 

J ack B. Smith , T &D meter sec
tion, and Will iam T. Locke, T&D 
line, have returned to work after be
ing- off several weeks due to illnesses. 

Carlos T. Akers, safety supervirnr. 
Htended the N ational Safety . Council 
Conference at Chicago. 

Azel McCurdy, J r., perrnnnel 
supervirnr, acted as moderator on the 
panel discussion of the keynote ad
dres5 at the 7th annual H ealth Edu
cation Workshop. 

Oscar E ndicott, T&D line section. 
Boyd Rich~rdson, division T&D. 
Dorcas H . L indsey, accountin g-. and 
La Vee ta Peters, commercial, have re
turned home after hospitaliza tion. 

Sympathy is extended S. R. 
P ritchard, district manager. on the 
cleath of h is mother and Hollis E. 
H arrison on the death of his father. 

Albert Alley, T&D station, is re
cuperating from an illness at his 
home. 

Point Pleasant Hits 
High Heating Mark 

Point Pleasant has become the 
firs t Appabchian district to reach 
a residential heating saturation of 
two per cent. 

A total of 236 homes in the 
d istrict are heated electrically. 
D istrict employees account for 15 
of these installations with Sporn 
plant employees accounti ng for 31. 

T J1e district has 9 heat pump 
installations, 84 convector installa
t ions, 13 7 ceil ing cable installa
tions and 6 glass panel installations. 

Bushels of Beagles 

This 20-month-old mother beagle be
longing to Corl Mooney, Konowho 
River plant unit foreman, hos set what 
might be o record in the beagle breed
ing business. She hos given birth to 
11 pups shown here ot snack time. 
The overage beagle litter is about five. 

Electrical World Has 
Kanawha Man's Article 

An article by W . J. Buchanan, J r., 
Kanawha River plant maintenance 
supervisor, appeared in the September 
2 9 issue of Electrical W orld. 

The article was entitled "Schedule 
Board Shows Pulverizer Status." 

Hospital Groundbreaking Held 

Groundbreaking ceremonies were held recently in Point Pleasant os o kick-off 
for construction of the 40-bed Mason County hospital. Shown here is the 
architect's model of the $588,000 structure. The hospital features individual 
window heat pump units for each room and electric water heating and 
sterilizing equipment. 
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A Week With 
An engineer for our companies must be famil iar with 

just about every phase of our business. 
T o acquain t engineering trainees w ith company opera

tions, an Engineer In doctrina tion Program has been de
signed, covering from 12 to I 5 weeks and consisting of 
rotating assignments where he spends a short time in 
each of ~everal departmen ts. H e learns the department 
function, how it ties in with other departments and how 
it wi ll affect h is work. 

When he arrived at the plant Glen Reynolds, right, was 
greeted by C. E. Archer, plant manager, who outlined 
the plant's operation and traced its background. Glen 
next met C. L. Spangler, safety supervisor, who showed 
Glen the plant's safety equipment and checked him out on 
safety measures in the plant. 

The stores department, where materials are stored and 
handled, got Glen's attention next. Here, W. R. Fleshman, 
material clerk, shows him the gaskets used on Unit No. 6 
steam lines. Glen found out that large quantities of 
materials must be stored, and he learned the ordering 
and handling methods used at the plant. 

Playing an important part in our service to customers is 
plant maintenance, which keeps the plant in good working 
order. Among the many maintenance jobs Glen observed 
in this department was this one: D. L. Garrison, mainte
nance man, shows how fittings for firefighting equipment 
are made on a lathe. 

A~er seeing the operating department in action, where 
dispatching orders are received and carried out, he also 
sees how the boilers, turbines and auxiliary equipment 
are operated. Here Sidney Sarver, equipment operator, 
points out how the water level in main steam drums of 
Un it No. 6 is observed by television. 
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Engineer Trainee 
Among the departments he visits are accounting, store;, 

meter, power plant, distribution, commercial, system 
opera tion and system T&D. 

T he week an engineering trai nee spends at a plant is 
usually a full one, because he sees-and learns-the plant 
from begi nning to end. Glen Reynolds is an engineering 
trainee who rccen tly completed a week at Glen Lyn 
plant. The following pictures show many of the plant 
operat ions G len visited. 

Glen visited the coal yard facilities, where J. 0. Heslep, 
coal handling supervisor, explained the system to him. 
Mr. Heslep traced the system from the coal cars through 
the crusher over the conveyor belts to the storage bunkers 
in the plant, and from there to the pulverizing mills from 
where coal is blown into boilers. 

Important to every plant is the laboratory, where coal, 
oil and water are constantly being tested to make sure 
proper grades and types are being used in plant operation. 
Here, J. A. Saunders, chemist assistant, explains one of 
the coal testing procedures used in the laboratory to 
Glen Reynolds. 

Next Glen found that the instrument department is re
sponsible for the installation, mainte nance and calibration 
of measuring, indicating, recording and controlling de
vices used at Glen Lyn. J. M. White, instrument mainte
nance man, shows Glen haw a pressure gauge is calibrated 
at the plant. 

An engineering t rainee meets an engineer, as Glen 
Reynolds talks with R. H. Walton, Jr., plant engineer. 
This section is of vital interest to Glen-Mr. Walton ex
plains to him engineering problems that arise at a plant. 
Now Glen will go on to another section of the company, 
to continue his learning. 
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Two District, Two 
Write For AEP's 

Plant Employees 
"Operating Notes" 

E mployees from Roanoke district, 
Cabin Creek and Kanawha Rive r 
plants 1•11ere au thors of articles ap
pearing in AEP's October issue of 
M onthly Ope1·ating N ates. 

W. W. Krebs, Roanoke district 
superintenden t, and B. T . Stone, d is
trict engineer, co-authored "Better 
Way T o Apply Distribu tion Cutouts." 
The article explains a system for re
placing inadequate cutou ts. This 
system insures the gradual and eco
nomical replacement of inadequate 
and obsolete cu touts near h igh ca
pacitv distribu tion stations. 

" Passing the W ord on Costs" was 
written by R. E. Morrison, Cabin 
Creek plant. It expla ins a d isplay 
roard used to poin t out the co•t of 
' maller items med in quantity. T he 
display, called a material cost board, 
was built for about $ I 0. 

]. W. Fore, Kanawha Ri ver plant, 
wrote " Purchase Of Gas Cylinders 
P ays Off." In the ar ticle, he brings 
out that a savings in the rental of 
cylinders with gas to cali brate oxygen 

Philip Sporn 
To Co-Sponsor 
Engineer Week 

Philip Sporn, p resident of Ameri
can Electri c Power Company and of 
our companies, is one of I 5 nation
ally-known engi neers serving as spon
rnrs of National Engineers' W eek 
February 22-28. 

T heme for this special week will 
be "Engineering fo r the Age of 
Space." The I 5 sponso rs were se
lected to represent engineering in 
industry, education, priva te p ractice, 
government serl'ice and the military. 

O ther spomors are: W ernher Von 
Braun , d irector of the Development 
Opera tions Division, Army Ball istic 
Missile Agency; Allen B. DuMon t, 
cha irman, Allen B. DuMont L abora
tories, Inc.; T. Keith Glcnnan, p resi
dcnt-on- lca1·e, Case Institu te of T ech
nology, and administrator, National 
Aeronautics and Space Administra
tion; Mai. Gen. Emerson C. ltsch
ner, chief of engineers, U . S. Army; 
Charles F. Kettering, General Motors 
Corporation; James R. K illian, Jr., 
special assistan t to Pre~iden t for 
scicn re and technology; Clarence H. 
Linder. vi~e president, General Elec
tric Co111pon '' · 

Thom as E . Murray, consultan t, 
J oint Comm ittee on Atomi c F.nergy; 
Granville M. Read, ch ief engineer, 
E. I. d11 Pont de Nemours and Com 
pany; Rear Adm. H. G . Rickover, 
chief of nava l reactors, U. S. Atom ic 
Energv Com,,1i•sion; Roval W. 
Sorensen, California Institute of 
T echnology ; D avid B. Steinman. 
consulting enginee r ; Bertram D. 
Tallarnv. fe tleral highwav admin i~tra
tor. an1 Charle< Allen Thon11s, presi 
de n t, Mons~nto Chemical Comp~ny. 

Plant Employees 
Reac,h Safety Mark 

O n Tuesday, September 16, the 
employees of Logan plant com
pleted fou r years withou t a dis
abling injury. 

The last disabl ing injur.v oc
curred on September 16, 19 5 4 , 
and since then plant employees 
have worked more than 828,63 5 
manhours. At press time, the 
record was continuing. 

Afte r the mark was passed, em
ployees were congratulated at brief 
"coffee break" meetings, w here 
coffee and doughnuts were served. 

Mr. Krebs Mr. Stone 

Mr. Marrison Mr. Fare 

analyzers can be had by buying the 
cylinders outright. 

Districts Given 
Safety Awards 

T wo Appalachian districts recently 
received Edison Electric I nsti tu te 
awards for completi ng I-million man
hours withou t a d isabling injury. 

Certifica tes of achievement were 
presen ted to the Beckley and Roanoke 
districts. W. C. Duncan, system safe
ty supervisor, presented the Beckley 
award at a d inner held to celebrate 
the achievement. Roanoke's award 
was presented by G . L . Furr, Ap
palachian vice president and general 
manager, at the October supervisors 
meeting. 

Bcckley's last disabling miurv oc
curred August 27, 1955 . The million 
man-hour goal was reached last Sep
tember 22. The district has approxi
mately 170 employees who worked 
about 6,000 man-hours each to meet 
the mark. 

This was the fou rth ti me that Roa
noke distr ict employees have reached 
the mill ion man- hour record. The 
present accumulation, wh ich is still 
contin ui ng at p~c:s ti me, began D e
cember 22, 1956. 

Bluefield Man, 
J. F. Lewey, Dies 

Mr. Lewey 

J oseph Franklin Lewey, Pear isburg 
area serviceman in the Bluefield dis
tri ct, d ied October I 5 afte r a linger
ing illness. H e was 56. 

Born at White Gate, Va., Mr. 
Lewey joined Appalachian in I 936. 
H e had broken service dating from 
1920 to 1934. He has held positions 
of lineman, distr ict serv iceman, local 
representa ti ve and serviceman. 

H e is a member of the Masons, 
Kiwanis Club and the Presbvterian 
Church. Survivors arc hi s wifo and 
one son. Burial was in the Birchlawn 
Cemetery in Pearisburg. 
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Line Maintenance Work Involves 
Planning, Com110rdination Problems 

The co-ordination and planning of line maintenance work have become routine 
for our companies. Here, from left, linemen Earl Bellamy, Ira Smith and 
Auborn Helvey, Pikeville district, replace a cross-arm on a 46-kv line. 

An hour's service interruption for 
routine line maintenance im·olves a 
great amount of pre-planning and co
ord ination. 

An example is recent repair work 
done on a 46-kv transmission line in 
the P ikeville district. 

It was dawn on a Sunday morning 
when the line and station employees 
were given the final briefing on the 
replacement of some cross-arms. vVhen 
they arrived at the line, the crews 
had to ca rry materials and tools up a 
mountain to the towers needing re
pairs. 

Communications were by walkie
talkie. At the stations, switchmen 
w.:re standing by to do the necessary 
~w itching and grounding. When the 
"all clear" was received by the crews, 
the linemen scrambled up the poles 
to complete the work. 

Before the ope ra tion could begin, 
customers affected by the outage had 
to be notified, and tra,·el and work 
time had to be co-ordinated . Many 
days of planning were invo lved in 
the hour-long outage . Such 011tagcs 
have become typical and routine as 
our companies strive to impro,·e 
~ernce. 

System Station Hits 
500,000 Safety Mark 

The 76 employees of the system 
station department have worked over 
6,500 safe manhours each to com
pile a record of S00,000 manhours 
without a di sabling injury. 

The group was recently pre~ented 
a 500,000 nunhour ce rtihcate by 
D. C. Duncan, system safe ty director. 
The department has 20 employees 
in Charleston, two at · Sporn plant, 
one at Switchback, W . Va., and 12 
at Bluefield. All others are stationed 
111 Roanoke. 

William Collins 
Dies In October 

Mr. Collins 

William C . Coll ins, 55, C harles
ton dea ler sales representative, d ied 
October 3 in a Charleston hospital 
after an opera tion for n heart condi
tion. 

Mr. Collins joined our companr 
in 1928 as a salesman. In 193 7 he 
became an appliance se rviceman, and 
was made a rural sales representati1·e 
in 1946. H e became an area sales 
representati ve in 195 2 and recei1·ed 
h is last position February of this year. 

Born in C harleston, he was a l ife
long resident of Kan aw ha Coun ty. 
H e attended West Virg inia Uni
versity and Capitol City Commercial 
College. H e held memberships in 
the Perrow Memorial Presbyterian 
Church; Charleston Lodge No. 15 3, 
A.F.&A.M.; Scottish Rites Bodies; 
Beni Kedem Shri ne; Charleston Elks 
Lodge No. 202 and the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary. 

H e is survi ved bv his wife. Funeral 
services were in ;he Barlow-Bonsall 
Funeral Horn e with burial in the 
Sunset M emorial Park 111 South 
Charleston. 

Fillmore McPherson, Jr., right, assistant Pulaski district mana~er, makes ~h.e 
district's first Gold Medallion Home presentation. The medallion and certifi
cate are presented here to the owners, Mr. and Mrs. J. Q. Donnelly of 
Marion. Lorene Nester, home service representative, and Sarah E. Moore, 
home lighting specialist, helped plan the lighting. C. N. Robinson, home 
heating specialist, made the wiring diagrams and heating recommendations. 
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Beckley . 
( Co 11ti11 11ul fro m Page 4) 

L. D. M cGraw is off from work 
due to an il lness of ~e1•era l weeks. 

P. C. Elliott has returned to work 
after se1·eral weeks' illness. 

A . .J. Thomas, station man, and 
his wife arc recovering at their home 
from an automobi le accident which 
occurred w hile they were on va..:a
tion in Florida. 

S.vmpathy is extended J ohn 
Thom p:on on the death of his fa thcr
in- law. 

Philip Sporn Plant 

Homer R. Gordon, maintenance 
foreman, was appointed as~ istant 

scou:master of Troop o. 239 of 
the Sacred H eart Church of Pomeroy, 
Ohio. Edward Ryan, maintenance 
man, was appointed a committeeman 
of the troop. 

D onald F. Thomp~on, crane opera
to r, has retllrned to work afte r a 
six weeks' abzence due to a back in
j urv. 
. H arold R. Russell , tractor ope rator, 
has returned to work after being ab
~cnt for over two months while re
covering from a broken ankle. 

Point Pleasant District 

f. K. Sterrett, son of F.. M . Sterrett 
and a co-op engineering student, has 
been appointed ~ergean t of the 
Pershing Rifle~ at the University of 
C incinnati. 

J. L. D arby, hca tinl!' and builder 
~, •c5 represcntati1•e, and F. H. T aylor, 
Tr., d istrict commercial manager, at
tC'11'1cd the In ternational Convention 
of Lions Clubs as representati1·es of 
the Poin t Pleasant L ions Club. D arbv 
i~ past deput_1· district go1·ernor and 
T avlor is president of the local club. 

Four employ•ees arc in a _grou p of 
local engineers who 1re workinP. to 
orP"1ni7.c a local chapter of the West 
Virginia Socien· of P rofessional F.ngi
nC'e r5. They i.nclude F. H . T aylor, 
T .-.• •empora rv sccretarv of the group; 
P. H. Stecnbcr.P.e n, Tr., member of 
the stee ring commi t tee; G. F. 
H C'n'e,· : , n'1 0. C. Hall. 

D onn 1 M . Mull in . ro.,1m"rci1l 
clerk-stenographer. has returned to 
work after a week's illness. 

L. M. Miller Heads 
New Ruritan Club 

Lloyd M. Miller has been elcctd 
Ii rst president of the newly-chartered 
Elon Ruri ta n Club. 

Mr. Miller, 
Lynchburg dis
trict residcn ti al 
and rural sales 
supervisor, has 
served as presi 
dent of the Am
h e rst -Mon roe 
Ru ritan Club, 
the Ii rst such 
organization in 

Mr. Miller A m h e r s t 
Coun ty. The. 

Elon ciub is the sixth to be chartered 
in the county, the second this year. 

The purpose of the Ruri tan organi -
7.ation is to bring the ru ral and farm 
people in to a civic organization to 
promote community interests. 

Industrial Group Tours 
Point Pleasant Sites 

Industri al representati ves vi 2ited 
pro5pecti,·e sites in the Point P'c100 n t 
d ist rict recently as part of a 2-day 
tour by the Central Ohio Valley In
d ustri;I Council. 

M embers of the tour stopped 
briefly at the company's auditorium 
for coffee and rolls. Serving refresh
ments were Ann Bartlett, D onn:i 
Mullin, J o:in Baird, Rose Martin and 
Phylli s Miller. 
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Carol L. Shockey used an old washer to develop a new idea for shelling beans 
recently. The Bluefield district personnel supervisor found tha.t beans co~ld 
be squeezed from their pods by the wringer of an old-fashioned washing 
machine. 

The Shockey Method Pushes, Prods 
October Beans Out 01 Their Pods 

Folks said Carol L. Shockey really 
used the Old Bean recently in de
veloping his own work simplifi cation 
idea. 

W hen confronted with a garden 
full of Oqober beans to shell, the 
Bluefield district personnel supervisor 
thought awhile, rolled out the old 
w ringer washer and pu t the roller 
and Reddy K ilowatt to work. 

Mr. Shockey found that he could 
plr.cc the bean pods end-first into 
the wringer, and the beans wou ld be 
squeezed right out of the pods. T he 
pods went through the rollers, and 
the beans dropped in to the pan. 

A little experimentation showed 
that the system would work best if 
the beans were moist. 

The Shockey Shell ing Method runs 
a bushel thro~1gh in 20 minu tes as 
compared to about two hours by hand . 
M.r. Shode\' bel ic1·cs that his method 
could be m~d on all rnrictics of round 
and nea rly- rou nd beans. 

About 17 bushels of O ctober be.ms 
were harvested from the Shocke.v gar-

FACTS 

den this seas::in. I t was found that this 
han·est consisted of 19,380 pods with 
11 6,280 individual shelled beans. 

About the productivity of his gar
den, Mr. Shockey st~tes, "This has 
bean :1 good year." 

Hunlington: ACF Industries, Inc. 
has announced the awarding of a con
tract to the Ncig hborgall Constrnction 
Company fo r the construction of a 
$ 1,0 -million bui lding to house their 
paint shop. T his is par t of a $2,0 -
million impro1·cmen t program . 

Fieldale: Fieldale d istrict's first 
all-electric fac tory is nearing comple
tion . The Io. I tempering 01•en at 
\ ' i.rginia Glass Prod ucts Corporation 
in H enry Counr~· is now in use, 
joining No. 6, and it is expected that 
~II three of the plan t's ovens will be 
in operation 111 90 days. 

% Increase In Revenue For Conipany From 1947 
Compared With% Increase In Gross National Product 

Residential Commercial Industrial 
Appalachian 224% 164% 7 1% 
Indiana & Michigan 17 1 141 n 
Ken tucky 223 163 56 
Kin~sport 287 153 100 
Ohio I 58 1.ll 15 0 
Wheeling 99 86 266 
AF.P Svste m 186 146 104 

Gross National P roduct-42% lncreate During Same Period 
(Gr<'ss Notional Product-Value of all goods and services produced in U . S., adjusted 
to 1957 dollar value in this case) 

Basement In Spare Time 

Using spare time to do the work, Henry D. Hatfield, Williamson head material 
clerk has remodeled his basement. He now has a utility room and a game 
room: Here, he and his wife relax in the game room portion. Mr. Hatfield 
partitioned the basement, stuccoed the walls and finished the floor and 
ceiling in completing the work. 
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Vets Honored For Service 

W. P. Booker 
Roanoke 
30 Years 

f. W. Leamon 
Kingsport 
20 Years 

P. 0 . Goode 
Charleston 
20 Years 

G. B. Trent 
Williamson 
25 Years 

E. H. Hall 
Cabin Creek 

20 Years 

R. D. Kuster 
Huntington 
20 Years 

D. L. Buckingham 
System 

25 Years 

C. E. West 
Roanoke 
20 Years 

C. E. Green 
Kingsport 
20 Years 

G. S. Bruce 
Pulaski 

20 Years 

Burl Fewell 
Charleston 
20 Years 

SERVICE 
These pins are 
awarded in 
recognition of 
years of faithful 
service. Each of 
these pins also 
recognizes the 
part the em-
ploye e hos 
played in the 
progress of the 
company during 
these years of 
service. 

1957 AEP Annual Report 
Presented Two "Oscars" 

For the second time in two years, 
the annual report of the American 
E lectric Power Company has won the 
"Silver Oscar." 

The award is presented each year 
by Financial W orld magazine for the 
best annual report published by any 
utility company in the W estern 
H emisphere. The 195 7 AEP report 
was judged best of approx imately 500 
reports in the utilities ca tegory, in
cluding all electric power, gas, com
munications, pipeline, telephone, tele
g raph, municipal transit, water and 
utili ty holdi ng companies. 

In addition, for the fourth time 
in as m any year5, the A EP annual re
port also won a "Bronze O scar" as 
the best report published by a u tility 
holding company. 

More than 5 ,000 annual reports 
were entered in the 18th annual 
competition, and the AF.P repor t was 
one of only six to win the broad 
category "Silver O scar." 

Lighter Look 
( 

Pulaski district crewmen are shown 
here installing new street lights in 
the downtown section af Hillsville. 
Lighting in the business district has 
been converted to new enclosed-type 
luminaries on 10-foot arms. At the 
project's completion, the town has 19, 
1,000 candle power units, seven 600 
candle power units and six lights of 
400 candle light power. Also 20 
were -converted from 100 candle power 
to 250. 

The two "Oscars" and a citation 
were presented to AEP at a N ew 
York banquet on O ctober 27. They 
were accepted on behalf of the Com
pany by W. ]. Rose, vice president 
and secretary. Close to 1, 500 busi 
ness and financial executi ves attended. 

Chairnun of the jury maki ng fina l 
selections was Dr . . G. Rowland 
Collins, dean of the g rad ua te school 
of busi ness ad m in istration , N ew York 
Uni versity. H e was assisted b~· Paul 
H aafe, managing director, Controllers 
Institute of Ame rica; F.dna Beilenson, 
presiden t of the American Institute 
of Graphic Arts, and icholas F.. 
Crane, past-president, N ew York 
Society of Secur ity Analysts, Inc. 

The sc reening of reports was under 
the d irection of Ralph A. Rotnem, 
president of the ew York Society 
of Security Analysts, lnc., with the 
cooperation of 26 investment anal vsts, 
all members o f the N ew York Society. 

This Accident 
Not Like Others 

For the th ird time in a year 
Hubert King ha5 administered 
fi rst aid to an accident victim, but 
this one was differen t from the 
others. 

His son was the victim th is 
time. Hubert, Williamson meter 
serviceman, was referee ing a 
m idget foo tb:ill game when the re 
was a p ile-up on the line of 
scrimmage. When the boys un
scrambled, one was left on the 
field. 

H ubert discovered it wa5 his 
son, J ack, and that he had a broken 
arm. H e kept the boy still , calmed 
him and sent for his mother to 
take J ack to a doctor. Hubert then 
returned to the game. 

On two occasions earl ier this 
yea r H ubert used his knowledge 
of first aid to advantage in other 
accidents. 
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SERVICE ANNIVERSARIES 

Appalachian Power Company 

Abingdon District-10 YEARS: HAROLD M. BOOTHE, meter reader; CLETUS 
E. FIELDS, lineman. 

Beckley District-40 YEARS: ALBERT J. THOMAS, station man. 35 YEARS: 
WILLIAM E. M ITCHELL, line supervisor; BERNARD H. WHITE, JR., local 
office manager. 15 YEARS: SANFORD S. SCOIT, t ruck driver-groundman. 10 
YEARS: JOHN M. GATES, commercial sales representative. 

Bluefield District- IS YEARS: JAMES L. HALE, meter reader. 10 YEARS: 
LACY H. WALLACE. lineman; CHARLES E. HOWELL, meter serviceman. 5 
YEARS: EARL A. PROFFITT, auto repairman; ALICE H . COALTER, power 
billing clerk. 

Cabin Creek Plant-'.!O YEARS: E. H . HALL, turbine operator. 15 YEARS: 
W. R. BARTON. plant janitor; N. S. SEARLS, laborer; G. R. WALLS, plant 
janitor. 10 YEARS: J . K. DANIELS, assistant control operator; C. R. WHITf
INGTO i, assistant control operator. 

Charleston District- 35 YEARS: BENJAMIN R. CURRENCE, meterman; 
HOWARD C. MATHEWS. meterman; FRANK P . STYLES, division sales analyst. 
20 YEARS: BURL FEWELL, Win field hydro utility operator; PAUL 0. GOODE, 
engineering aide. 10 YEARS: DENNIS L. BLAKE, meter serviceman; KERMIT 
W. FISHER. division station engineer. 5 YEARS: BILLY L. CHASE, lineman; 
NORMAN YOUNG, station man helper. 

Glen Lyn Plant- 15 YEARS: OLIN \V. BOND, results engineer. 

Huntington Dlstrict-20 YEARS: ROBERT D: KUSTER. commercial sales repre
sentative. 10 YEARS: HAROLD L. BACK. lineman: JAMES R. DRF.NAN. line
man: GENEVIEVE R . TAYLOR, secretarial stenographer. 5 YEARS: DAVCD W. 
RITCHIE, lineman. 

Kanawha River Plant- 10 YEARS: C. H. MOONEY, unit fo reman. 5 YEARS: 
E. M . ARl\iiSTRONG, janitor; W. F. SAMPSON, assistant results engineer. 

Loqan Dlstrlct-10 YEARS: RICHARD D . BLEVINS, eng i nee ring aide; 
HAROLD E. GARRETT, meterman. 

Lynchburg Distrlct-20 YEARS: ELGA T. WRIGHT, lineman. 5 YEARS: 
LEWIS D. EVANS, heating and builder sales representative. 

Pulaski District-20 YEARS: GARLAND S. BRUCE, T&D clerk. 

Roanoke District-40 YEARS: W. P. SAUL, station man. 30 YEARS: W. P. 
BOOKER. district manager. 20 YEARS: C. E. WEST. JR., lineman. 15 YEARS: 
S. W. FISH ER, auto repairman. 10 YEARS: J. 0. BOWLING, groundman; D. N. 
SINK, lineman. 

Philip Sporn Plant-IO YEARS: CLAUD M. BUMGARNER, material clerk. 
5 YEARS: J OH N N. LEWIS, helper; GEORGE W. NASH, helper; BERL E. 
WALLACE, helper. 

System- 35 Yt.ARS: M. J. HARTLEY, system meter superintendent. 25 YEARS: 
DONALD L. BUCKINGHAM, system station foreman; WILLA BIRD TYREE, 
system operating analyst. 15 YEARS: J. D . MURRAY, assistant system office 
manager. IO YEARS: C. L. FULP, system accounting analyst; CARL H. HAGER, 
~vstem transmission man; VERNON S. LIKENS, system station clerk: MAR
CELLUS V. WAID. system station man. 5 YEARS: STANLEY E. LATHAM, 
system control wireman; DO ALD 0. WISSLER, system station man. 

Welch District-JO YEARS: JACK C. GREEN, mete rm a n ; CLOYD E. 
SPRAKER. lineman; BURNARD C. WALLACE, lineman. 

Williamson Distrlct- 25 YEARS: GILBERT B. TRENT, electrical engineer. 
J 5 YEARS: ERNEST SLATER, truck driver-groundman. 5 YEARS: AMOS P. 
ITE RY, area serviceman. 

Kentucky Power Company 

Ashland Dlstrict-10 YEARS: DAVE II. LEASURE, head co ntract clerk; 
CLAYTON H. WILBURN, meter reader. 

Kingsport Utilities, Inc. 

20 YEARS: FATN W. LEAMON, engineering aide; CLYDE E. GREEN. civil 
en~ineer. 15 YEARS: COY A. ARNOLD, station man. 10 YEARS: JAMES W. 
JOHNSON, groundman; ELBERT H. PRESLEY, lineman. 

"Do It" Dryer Display 

A photo-electric cell was used to attract attention to a clothes dryer display 
in the window of the Roanoke general office building recently. By placing 
a hand over the hole in the box lower left, a passerby could activate the 
dryer. The window wos arranged by Joy Nash, Roanoke district sales display 
arranger. G. H. Broyles, service foreman, prepared the photo-electric cell, 
which is the type used for cutting street lights on and off. 
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Welch Employee 
Retires Recently 

Mr. Carr 

W ill iam E. Carr, Pocahontas T &D 
clerk in the Welch di strict, retired 
October I. Ailing for abou t a year, 
he had been confined to his home 
since last February. 

Mr. Carr joined the company in 
April 1930 as a lineman. H e has 
worked as a truck driver, truck driver
groundman, lineman, distribution 
record clerk and fie ld ti me and ma
terial clerk. 

A fo rmer supervisor of his stated 
that he was an ou tstanding truck 
driver. The supervisor said Mr. Carr 
could estimate within 10 pounds the 
load a winch would pull. 

Born in Littlesburg, W. Va., in 
1896, Mr. Carr was a veteran of 
World War I. H e served in the 
m ed ical corps and was discharged a 
~ergeant. H e is a member of the 
Knights of Pythias. 

I. C. H ansbarqer 
Re-Elected To Post 

J. C. H ambarger, assistan t Hunt
ington di vision manager, has been re
elected chai rman of the Huntington 
Cabell Chapte r of the American Red 
Cross. Th is is hi s thi rd term as chair
man. 

A nati ve of 
P ete r s to w n , 
W. Va., Mr. 
H ansbarger at
tended W es t 
Virg inia Uni
versi ty and 
Eastman School 
of Business. H e 
joined Appala
chian at Welch 
in 1937 as an Mr. Hansbarger 
e l ec tr i cian 

helper. He has served as rural sol ici
tor, groundman, clerk, electrician, 
genera l superintendent and d istri ct 
superin tendent. H e was W elch di s
trict manager from 1946- 50. H e 
then served as Logan district manager 
and was promoted to his present posi
tion in 1953. 

A member of the Rotary C lub, 
Guyan Golf and Country Club, 
C hamber of Commerce and the 
Guyandot Club, he is also an E lder 
in the First Presbyterian C hurch. 
M arried, he is the father of two · 
children. 

Lynchburg Employees 
Given UF-RC Plaque 

United Fund officials recently pre
sented Lynchburg distr ict employees 
with a p laque for participation in 
last year's campaign. 

The award was presented to dis
trict employees on the basis.of partici
pation, average amount contributed 
per employee and increase ove r the 
p revious year. 

The district was the tops among 
Group IT companies, those having 
between 61 and 180 employees. 
D. C . Kennedy, distr ict manager, 
received the plaque on behalf of the 
employees. 
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Bluefield 
(Continued front Page 4) 

Mrs. Willard A. Johnson, wife of 
the Princeton meter reader, has been 
elected presiden t of the Princeton 
Council of Church Women. 

Carlos, son of William M. Haw
thorne, janitor, is convalescing at 
home following a bicycle accident in 
which he broke his leg. 

Michael, son of Frank B. Pearman, 
dealer sales representati ve, is recuper
ating at home after suffering a broken 
collar bone in a football game. 

Mary Lou, daughter of Ralph 
Smith, retired meter superintendent, 
has been chosen president of the Vir
ginia l ntermont Faculty Club. 

Jone Plunkett, Lynchburg T&D clerk, hos mode needlework her hobby. Here 
she displays two of her embroidered cross-stitc:h pictures. 

Mary Jane, daughter of William 
M. Hawthorne, janitor, was elected 
cheerleader at Tennessee State Uni
versity. 

eedlework, Threads, Designs Make 
11Excellent Hobby" For Jane Plunkett 

Beth, daughter of Howard S. 
Meadows, di~trict engineer, has been 
elected president of the Junior Debs 
of Fairview Junior High School. 
Freda, daughter of Lewis C. Thomas, 
commercial sales representative, has 
been elected secretary of the Glama 
C lub at the school. 

Needles, thread and intricate de
signs make "an excellent hobby," ac
cording to Jane Plunkett, Lynchburg 
T&D clerk. 

Miss Plunkett has been sewing, em
broidering, knitting and crocheting 
since she was 12. Afghans, bed
spreads, sweaters and cross-stitch pic
tures are among her repertoire of 
needlework. 

During the Christmas season, her 
knitting abilities are called upon to 
produce gifts for the family. Three 
years ago, she knitted 10 sweaters for 
gifts. Last C hristmas, averaging one 
per week, she completed six, each 
decorated by a Mother Goose char
acter. 

Miss Plunkett has completed three 
afghans, each about four by six feet. 
At one time for a wedding gift, she 
completed one of these large coverings 
in three weeks. 

She derives the most enjoyment 
from embroidering cross-stitch pic
tures. The many colors of thread and 
the complicated charts, she believes, 
are a real challenge. 

Among the many items of needle
work she has produced, her proudest 
accomplishment is a crocheted bed
spread. It is a white, full size spread 

Frank Campbell 
Dies Suddenly 

Mr. Campbell 

Frank H . Campbell, Kanawha River 
plan t labor-janitor foreman, died Sep
tember 27 of a heart attack. He was 
60. 

Mr. Campbell was employed by 
the Kanawha Valley Power Company 
in 193 5 and transferred to the Cabin 
Creek plant in 1942. He was named 
to his last position at Kanawha River 
plant in 1952. During his employ
ment, he had worked as a laborer, 
turbine operator and maintenance 
man. 

Born at Sandyville, W. Va., he is 
survived by his wife, a daughter and 
two grandchildren. Funeral services 
were conducted at Ravenswood, 
W. Va., with burial in the Ravens
wood Cemetery. 

with pink roses and green leaves. It 
took three months to complete. 

In spite of her many needlework 
activities, she still finds time to paint 
toleware, raise flowers and read 
novels. However, her favorite hobby 
is needlework, and she has this to say 
about it: " You can make it cost as 
little or as much as you like, and it's 
impossible to worry about small every
day problems when trying to follow 
an intricate pattern." 

Auxiliary Headed 
By Lorrayne Corea 

Lorrayne Corea, Williamson 5ecre
tarial-stenographer, has been elected 
president of the Mother's Auxiliary 
of Boy Scout Troop 79. 

This recent
ly-formed aux
iliary is one of 
the first in the 
area. Its func
tion is to help 
the Scouts with 
their projects. 
The auxiliary is 
helping make 
Christmas cor
sages, table and 
house decora-

Mrs. Corea 

tions and cookies for the Scouts to 
sell during the holidays. 

Mrs. Corea is also active in Cub 
Scouting. She is assistant to the dis
trict commissioner in charge of 
cubbing sessions at the monthly 
round table meetings. 

15 Lynchburg Veterans 
Feted For Long Service 

Fifteen Lynchburg district em
ployees who reached service anni 
versaries of 20 years or more in 1958 
were honored at a dinner recently. 

A total of 68--or 43 per cent-
of the district's employees have 20 
or more years' service. 

I. F. "Slim" Houston, T azewell 
working foreman; E. V. Dunn, Bland 
area serviceman; Jackson E. Boyd, 
merchandise order and billing clerk; 
J. Donald H aynes, Princeton general 
clerk; and D ewey Jessee, Richlands 
area serviceman, have returned to 
1~ork following extended illnesses. 

Sympathy is extended Irene Peery, 
T azewell cashier-clerk, on the death 
of her brother and Ira W. Hender
son, administrative assistant, on the 
death of his father. 

J erry R. Whitehurst, heating and 
builder sales representative, attended 
a meeting of the American Society of 
Agricultural Engineers. 

Samuel W. H ylton, Jr., account
ing, and Glenn H. Reynolds, elec
trical engineer, are new employees. 

Reti red employees Warren E. 
Brooks and L. H. "Jack" Saunders 
visited the office recently. 

H . P. Crabtree, retired employee, 
has returned to Osprey, Fla., for the 
winter months. 

Point Pleasant Vets 
Honored At Dinner 

Fourteen Point Pleasant employees 
who received service pins during 
1958 were honored recently at a 
banquet. 

Attending the dinner were the 
district manager, G. E. Hervey, su
pervisors and foremen. 

Employees receiving pins during 
the year were: T . A. Jewell; M . C. 
Clark; Bernice M. Roush; R. D. 
Miller; F. E . Wolfe; Lorain Crump; 
M. W. Scott; H . L. Chambers; J. W. 
Morrison; C. E. Fowler, Jr.; F. H. 
T aylor, Jr.; Joan Baird ; Mavis 
We:iver; H. E. Walters, and K . C. 
Morris. 

Bluefield "Association" Officers 

New officers for the Bluefield Employees' Benevole nt Association ore from 
left: Chalmers M. Bailey, chairman; Betty W. Farley, secretory, and Ryland Y. 
Bailey, treasurer. Members of the executive committee ore Jock Newland, 
Manderville E. Rich, Kyle B. She lton and Earl E. Sprinkle. 
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Rufus M. Bondurant, Abingdon district superintendent, energizes the new 
138-kv transformer at Hill station. Watching from left ore R. A. Sheffey, Jr., 
district engineer; J. J. Armstrong, system operations supervisor, and Edsel 
Johnson, dispatcher at Switchback. 

New Transformer -At-Hill Station, 
138-Kv Section Of Line Energized 

The new 138134.5-kv transformer 
at Hill Station in the Abingdon dis
trict was switched into service re
cently. 

Also placed into service wa~ the 
Clinch River-H ill section of the 
Clinch River-Holston 13 8-kv line. 

The new line and the 40,000-kv 

J. R. Burdsal Leads 
Christmas Committee 

James R. Burdsal, Pikeville district 
supervising engineer, has been select
ed to head the city of Pikeville's 

Mr. Burdsol 

Christmas light
ing committee. 

The commit
tee is part of an 
effort to plan 
a c t i vi t i e s for 
Pikeville during 
the holiday sea
son. Besides the 
lighting activi
ties, plans have 
been made for 
a parade, for 

decorating homes and stores and for 
other fes tivities. 

Mr. Burdsal is vice president of 
the )oral Rotary Club. This is his 
second year as chairman of the light
ing committee. 

Radio Amateur Wins 
Sweepstakes Contest 

Keith Chambers, Bluefield elec
tronics engineer, has just been noti
fied that he won the American Radio 
Relay League 195 7 sweepstakes con
test for the West Virginia section. 
This is his second consecutive win. 

Mr. Chambers 

The sweep
stakes con test, 
held annually 
on two week
ends 111 No
vember, tests 
the flexibility 
a n d efficiency 
of ham rad io 
operators . 
Throughout the 
United States, 
Canada and 

their possessions, radio operators com
pete on a sectional basis. For 40 hours 
air time, the amateurs carry out a 
high speed message exchange to con
tact as many different stations as they 
can. 

During the competition, Mr. 
Chambers contacted stations in 49 
states, Hawaii, the Canal Zone, 
Canadian provinces and ships at sea. 
He made 362 contacts in 69 of the 
73 international sections for a score 
of 65,070. 

His station, with call sign of 
W8SSA, consists of a receiver, trans
mitter and an all-band trap antenna. 
Normally run at 1,000 watts, he was 
using the prescribed 150 watts for 
the con test. 

transformer will feed the station di
rectly from the Clinch River plant 
about 15 miles to the north. A tie 
line to the Gate City-Sunbright line 
makes an alternate 34.5-kv source of 
power available for the Gate City 
station, fed presently from Kingsport. 

The Hill station was built in 1956 
and has been fed at 3 3-kv from the 
Holston station in Kingsport. The 
Hill station serves the 12-kv distri
bution in the north and western sec
tions of Scott County, Va., and the 
Foote Mineral Company at Sunbright. 

Ashland Man Heads 
Boyd County Drive 

R. F. Millikan has been named 
chairman of the 1959 Community 

Chest Red Cross 

Mr. Millikan 

Drive for Boyd 
County. 

He is gen
eral safety and 
employee rela
tions supervisor 
of Kentucky 
Power. 

The Boyd 
County Com
munity Chest 
Red Cross Drive 

has set a goal of $ 11 7,876 to meet 
budget needs of I+ participating 
agencies. 

Huntington Reaches 
500,000 Safety Mark 

Huntington district employees have 
received a safety award for complet
ing a half-million manhours without 
a disabling injury. 

The district achieved the 5 00,000 
manhour record on August 10, 1958. 
The last disabling injury occurred 
July 12, 1957. The award was pre
sented N. B. Kean, district superin
tendent, by W. S. Kitchen, system 
safety. 

Best Bike 

;] --' = 

Philip Hays, whose dad, Nolan, is o 
Hazard district substation man, was 
recently awarded o new bicycle as 
winner of the boy's division, annual 
Safety Doy Bicycle Parade. His cos
tume, slogan ond bicycle decoration 
were judged best among the boys' 
entries. 
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Nine Couples Wed 

Married in recent weeks were T OP ROW from left: Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd E. 
Busch, Ashland; and Mrs. Gary Rhudolph Holdren, Pulaski. MIDDLE ROW 
from left: M r . a nd Mrs. Robert Anders, Pikeville; M rs. Jimmy Preston Hard
wick, system. BOTTOM ROW from left: Mrs. Willia m B. Napier, Hazard; 
Mrs. Orren Richard Anderson, system; and Mrs. J ack S. Smith, Abingdon. 

~-...lo pier-Napier 
Dixie Lee Napier was married to 

William B. Napier in the Hull Me
morial P resbyterian Church of H az
ard on O ctober 12. M rs. Napier is 
an. ac.coun ting clerk-typ ist in Hazard. 

T hompson-Anderson 
Betty Jane Thompson and Orren 

Richard Anderson were united in 
marriage O ctober 4 at the Belmont 
Christian Church of Roanoke. Mrs. 
Ande rson is a srstem accounting em
ployee in Roanoke. 

Verburg-Holdren 
H clcn Verburg became the bride 

of Gary Rh udolph Holdren October 
4 at the Fredericksburg P resbyterian 
Church. Mr. H oldren is the son of 
Cl_vde R. H oldren, Claytor Hydro 
worki ng fo reman. 

Wins Beauty Crown 

~ 

An Abingdon district employee's 
daug hter has been crowned "Miss 
Dickenson Cou nty" for 1958-59. 
Peggy Sue Branham, whose mother, 
Vivian H. Branham, is a pa rt-time 
employee in the Clintwood office , won 
over 2 5 contestants. The judging was 
held during the Farmers' Fair in Clint
wood. Peggy Sue is a senior in Clint
wood High School . 

Lui her-Busch 

A double ring ceremony performed 
October 5 at the 13th Street Baptist 
C hurch united Carolee L uthn and 
Llovd E. Busch. Mrs. Busch is an 
Ash land clerk-typist. 

Burns ide- Hardwic k 
The wedding of Sylvia Sue Burn

side and J immy Preston H ardwick 
was solcmniz.ed at the Fi rst Assembly 
of God Church in St. Albans on 
September I 3. Mrs. Hardwick is 
the daughter of N. ]. Burnside, sys
tem operations coordinator at Turner 
Station, and Mr. Hardwick is a sys
tem stat ion operator at Cli nch River 
Piant. 

Kinney-Anders 
O ctober 8 was the da te of the 

marriage of Bobbie Ann Kinney and 
Robert Anders. Mr. Ande rs is the 
wn of R. C. Ande rs, station foreman 
111 P ikevi ll e. 

Smith-W hite 

Nancy Sue Smith became the bride 
of Richard L. White in a ceremony 
performed October 17 in the First 
Prc;byterian Church of Bluefi eld. 
Mr. vVhite is chemist at C linch River 
Plant. 

La mbert-Nee ly 
Agnes Lambe rt and Paul Neely 

were married O ctober 3 at Princeton. 
Mr. Neely is a utility man at G len 
Lyn Plan t . 

Grace-Smith 
The Baker's Chapel M ethodist 

Church was the setting O ctober 1 0 
for the wedding of Alice Maebelle 
Grace and Jack S. Smith. Mrs. Smith 
is a contract clerk in Abi ngdon. 
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Chloe Darrah Wins 
Kodak Photo Contest Rt\\1 9rri\lal.s i Chloe Darrah was recently named 
a winner in th e 1958 Eastman Kodak 
high school photo contest. 

C hloe, daugh
ter of C. C. 
D arrah, Wil
liamson d istr ict 
manager, was 
p r esented a 
merit certifi
cate, award cer
tificate and a 
cash prize at 
Williamson 
High School re
cently . 

Chloe Darra h 

A senior, she is a member of the 
F rench Club, Tri-Hi-Y and is active 
in church work. 

Electric Kitchens 
Seen In Williamson 

The Tug Valley J unior Woman's 
C lub and Appalach ian's Williamson 
distr ict recen tly co-sponsored a tour 
of loca l al l-electric kitchens. 

About I 20 persons visited the six 
homes open during the tour which 
was called "The Showcase of Kitchen 
L ivi ng." M em bers of the Woman'~ 

Club served 3S ho>tess, explaining the 
kitchen facilities. 

The tour st3rted at the company's 
aud itorium where Woodrow Hol
brook, residential and rural sales su
perviw r, made introductory remarks, 
and Louise Kessinger, home se rvice 
representative, served refreshment-~ . 

Coincidence Gives 
Employee Red Face 

An 8-year-old daughter, a perco
lator and coincidence combined to 
cause John Frazier, C harleston dis
trict safety supervisor, some good
na tu red embarrassment recen tly. 

At an employee sales promotion 
program at St. Albans, Mr. Frazier's 
young daughter, H arriet, was asked 
to draw names for the door prizes. 
Harriet obligingly dipped her hand 
into the pot to pick the winner of 
the first prize, an electric percolator. 

The name was drawn and read, 
and Mr. Frazier's embarrassment be
gan. Whose name had Harriet 
drawn ?-her mo ther's. 

1Chc~'rr ~ngagcd 

MARGARET AN SMITH to Earl R. 
Johnslon, J r. l\lliss Smith is a commercial 
stenogn:ipher in Roanoke d istrict. 

Abingdon District 
MR. AND MRS. ROY R. GREGORY, a 

son, George Robert, September 24. Mr. 
Gregory is a meter serviceman. 

Ash land District 
MR. AND MRS. JACK T . PAULEY, a 

daughter, Jacqueline Aun, October 5. M r . 
Pauley is a meter reader. 

Beckley District 
MR. AND MRS. L. C. JONES, a son, 

Robert Crandall, September 25. lv1r. Jones is 
a station man. 

Charleston District 
MR. AND MRS. SAM DUNN, a daughter, 

Sandra Jo, September 28. Mr. Dunn is a line
mat!. 

MR. Al\D MRS. REX W. HA YES a son 
Kevin Lee, O: tober 6. M r. Hayes is ; sta tio~ 
m,111. 

Clinch River Plant 
MR. AND MRS. GILES B. CA RTER, a 

son, Giles Allen, August 15. Mr. Carter is a 
bborer. 

MR. A 1D l'"IRS. DON JONAS a son Don 
Mi~hael, September 29 . Mr. J onas is chemisl 
as:;1.;tjnt. 

:v!R. AND MRS. GORDON W. UNDE R
WOOD, a son, Mark Alan, September z. 
Mr. Underwood is a test engineer. 

Huntington District 
MR. AND MRS. JAMES R. DRENAN, a 

son, J ames Bruce, September 30. M r. Drenan 
is a lineman. 

Employee's Wile 
Gives Book Talks 

Book reviews are the hobby of 
H elen K. Sterrett, wife of F.. M. 
Sterrett, Point Pleasant customer 
service representative. 

Mrs. Ste rrett 

appears before seem 
way. 

A high school 
E ngl ish teacher, 
Mrs. Sterrett 
claims that g iv
ing book re
views to various 
g roups is "right 
down my line." 
For reviews, she 
usually picks a 
book to report 
on herself since 
the groups she 

to prefer it that 

H er hobby also includes the time 
necessa ry for reading the books, but 
she considers this time well spent. 
"I love to read," she explained, and 
her favorites are historical novels. 

In other activi ties, she is president 
of the A8sociation of American Uni
versity W omen, recording secretary 
for the Woman 's C lub, vice president 
of the Reading Club and a member 
of the Presbyterian Church. 

The Sterrett's have one son, an 
electrical engineeri ng student at the 
University of Cincinnati w ho co-ops 
for Appalach ian. 

Bluefield Club Holds 30th 

Kanawha River Plant 
M R. AND MRS. J. W. KITCH EN, a 

daughter, Jean Ann, O.:tuber 15. Mr. Kitchen 
is a utility operator. 

Lynchburg District 
MR. AND M RS. FRANK D. GILES, JR., 

a daughter, Robbie Lynn, October 9 . M r . 
Giles is credit supervisor. 

MR. AND M RS. RICHARD H. MARTIN, 
J R., a <laughter, Catherine Darnell, September 
20. Mr. Mart in is area sales represenLative, 
agricultural engineer. 

Pikeville District 
MR. AND MRS. SHELBY KINCAID, J R., 

a daughter, Shelley Rose, O ctober 19. Mrs. 
Kincaid is a former clerk t rainee in the meter. 
depa rtment. 

MR. AND MRS. JOHN H. TURNLEY, a 
daught er, October 23. M r. Tur.nley is a service
man . 

Paint Pleasant District 
MR. AND MRS. R . D. M ILLER, t win 

sons, Mathew Greeley a nd And rew Dowell, 
October 15, Mr. Miller is a lineman. 

Philip Sporn Plant ) 
MR. AND MRS. CHARLES E. LESTER, 

a daughter, Jill Elaine, September 16. Mr. 
Lest er is a test engineer. 

System 
MR. AND MRS. L. E. FERGUSON, JR., 

a Jaughter, Kimberly Ann, October 15. Mrs. 
Ferguson is a former system accounting em
ployee in Roanoke. 

W elch District 
MR. AND MRS. EARL DOSS, a son, 

Mark David, September 1. Mr .. Doss is a 
Keyst one meter serviceman. 

MR. AND MRS. SAMUEL FAIN, a sot:, 
Samuel Kenneth, September 25. Mr. Fain is 
a Grundy meter reader. 

MR. AND MRS. DWIGHT W. MEADOWS, 
a son, Bradley Kevin, O.:tober. 17. Mr. 
rvle:l<lows is a groundman. 

Williamson District 
MR. AND MRS. RUFUS MEADE, JR ., a 

daughter, Rhonda Gail, September 19. Mr. 
·rvieade is a linema n. 

Spinner Winner 

Eight-year-old Anne McAlpine spins 
her h ula hoops to show how she won 
the bicycle behind her. Daughter of 
Louise McAlpine, Kingsport home 
service representative , Anne won three 
events in a contest sponsored by the 
Kingsport Jaycees and a local mer
chant. She competed among 40 en
tries in the division for childre n in 
the fi rst, second and third grades. 

Anniversary 

Helping ce lebrate the 30th anniversary of the Bluefie ld 
Girls' Se rvice Club are, f rom le tt : Pa lly Gatewood, 
t rea sure r; Anne Turner, preside nt; Nancy Tibbs, vice 
president; Frances Brooks, secretary; Maude McCulloch, 

retired home economist ; Marie Dunn, charter member, 
a ccounting department; Billie Bass, charte r member, who 
now resides in Roanoke, and Marce lle Saunders, charte r 
member, payroll department. 

The 3 3-member Bluefield Girls' 
Service C lub celebrated its 30th anni
versary with a commemorative lunc/1-
eon recently. 

At the affai r, ~pecial recognition 
was g iven charter members Billie Bass, 
who now resides in Roanoke; M ar-

celle Sau nde rs, payroll department, 
and M arie Dunn, accounting. Each 
was presented an orchid corsage. 

Supervisors of the members also 
attended the luncheon, and each was 
presented a bou tonn iere. Maude J. 
McCulloch, retired home economist, 

gave a history of the club. Closing 
remarks were made by J. P. Gills, 
executive assistant to vice president, 
and L. W. Bates, division manager. 

Scrapbooks and clippings of the 
club and its activities were displayed 
in the company auditorium. 
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A Cold, Wet 
Didn't Keep 

Rain Tournament Day 
Sporn's Golfers Away 

Philip Sporn plant manager Albert G. Mehlman, center, awards trophies to 
two winners of the plant golf tournament. Keith Arnold, left, took low 
gross honors, and Jack Johnson, right, tallied low net. 

A cold rain failed to put a wet 
J?lanket on the Philip Sporn plant golf 
tournament held recently at the 
Gallipol is Golf Club in Ohio. 

Among the 2 1 participants, Keith 
Arnold was awarded the trophy for 
low gross, and J ack Johnson was given 
a trophy for low net. Prizes were 
awarded to Albert M ehlman for the 
drive nearest the hole on No. 4 ; to 
Bill H ayes for the drive nearest the 
pin on o. 8, and to Bob Couch 
for the longc•t drive on o. 6. 

With Failing Eye 
It Hit The Guy 

A frolicsome, blind horse re
cently caused a service outage for 
I 5 ~ustomers at Dingess in the 
Williamson district. 

Checking the outage, Lineman 
B. L. Curry found that the horse, 
romping in a field, had run into 
a guy with a force that slapped 
two secondaries together. T h is 
blew fuses on a transformer. 

Service was restored in a-;; hour. 

Tennis Trophy 

~ 

Mrs. J. E. Runyon, whose husband 
is the Williamson heating and builder 
sa les representative, displays a cham
pionship trophy she won recently, Mrs. 
Runyon took first place in the annual 
Tug Valley Wome n's Tennis Tourna
ment. She toppled her opponent 6-4, 
6 - 1 in the finals to clinch the title. 

After completing the I 8 holes, the 
golfers were served :i buffet lunch 
at the clubhouse, and the trophies 
were awarded, 

Nitro Baseball Fans 
Know Lew ·Burdette 
As Home Town Boy 

Probably many baseball fans from 
itro, W. V:i., and vicinity are sup

porters of the Milwaukee Braves. The 
reason? i tro is the home of Braves 
pitcher Lew Burdette. 

P roud citizens have erected signs at 
the edge of town reading, "Nitro, W. 
Va.-Homc town of Lew Burdette." 
After the last series, however, the 
signs were draped in black crepe. 

J oe Donegan, St. Albans area ser
viceman in the Charleston district, re
members Lew as a boy of I 5 just 
starting to pitch for a chemical plant 
team. " H e was just a rookie in the 
game, but he had style and the abili ty 
to go places," Mr. Donegan said. 

Mr. Donegan is convinced that 
Lew worries his opposition by his 
restless, nervous actions. " H e always 
was high strung, and couldn' t stand 
still," Mr. Donegan said, "but even 
as a kid of 15, he tried to worry the 
opposing players every way he could." 

About Lew's future, Mr. Donegan 
speculated, "He's got enough confi
dence for 40 fellows, and baseball 
fans arc going to sec plenty from this 
boy yet." 

Keen Competition 
Peps Plant League 

Competition is keen in the 4-team 
Cabin Creek plant bowling league. 

After the fi rst three weeks of play, 
the Kool Kats arc leading the Pcppen 
by two games, while the Live Wires 
and H ot Shots arc only three games 
behind. 

H igh single in the first weeks of 
play was rolled by L. 0. McKinney 
with a 224. Mr. M cKinney also 
bowled high series of 565. 

T his season's officers of the league 
are: Mr. McKinney, chai rman; 
H annah Coleman, secreta ry-treasurer, 
and L. C. H artman, C. B. Burner and 
Ed J arrett arc members of the board. 

Bowling Underway At Sporn 

Spearheading the 1958-59 bowling season for Philip Sporn plant employees 
are these new officers. They are from left: Karl Wiles, treasurer; Horry Davis, 
president; Willis Dudding, secretory; and Melson Roush, vice president. 
Captains of the teams are members of the board of directors. A total of 63 
employees an 10 teams kicked the season off last month. Teams this year 
are Office, Substation, Laborers, Results, Maintenance Mo. 1 and Mo. 2, 
Grimes Shift, E Shift, Tennant Shift and the Pulverizers. 

THE ILLUMINATOR 

Engineering Takes 
Roanoke Kegler Lead 

Engineering I 3 wim against on!~· 
5 lo»cs, Di1·ision Engineering has 
taken the lead in the Roanoke Bowl
ing League. 

Not far behind, tied for second, 
arc the Meter-Distribution and Linc
Station teams with I 1- 7 records. 
L. G. Gregor.v of L-S has high aver
age of I 14 and is in a tic with G . M . 
Adkins, Stores, for high set of 364. 
B. T . Bryant, local office, has high 
game of I 3 5. L-S has high team 
game of 5 7 5 and high team set of 
1,6 11. 

James B. Yonts 
Marches With 1110011 

James Bradley Yonts, a freshman 
at the University of Kentucky, has 
been chosen a member of the school's 
famed M arching I 00 band. 

James Yonts 

The son of 
M. X. Yonts, 
H azard district 
engineering 
aide, James 
plays tuba with 
the band. He 
is majoring in 
engineering. 

In Ha7.ar d 
High School, he 
was active in 
the debate and 

glee clubs and served as president 
of the Hi-Y and Engineers clubs. 
A sports enthusiast, he coached a 
church basketball league his senior 
year. 

Kaye, Reggie Reynolds Earn 
For Entries In Area Cattle 

flH ID a I 
•IUID · uaj 
#a11,.e;f j n1 
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Awards 
Shows 

Ka ye and Reggie Reynolds proudly display their prize Herfords and the many 
ribbons their entries have won in cattle competition. Reggie and Kaye are 
the children of W . C. Reynolds, Roanoke division meterman. 

Reggie and Kaye Reynolds have 
collected an impressive array of rib
bons and prizes for ent ri es in cattle 
shows. 

Son and daughter of W. C. Rey
nolds, Roanoke division meterman, 
the two youngsters have ranged far 
from their F incastle fa rm to enter 
the ir cattle in shows. The ribbons 
they ha1·c won date from 1954, and, 
so fa r, Reggie has brought in most 
of them. 

In competition thi~ year, Reggie 
won, among others: Grand champion 
H ereford, at the Roanoke Fair, Lynch
burg Farm and H ome Show and 
Botetourt County You th Fair. Kaye 
won resen•e champion at the Roanoke 

Fair. 
Reggie has also scored riding Kaye's 

pony in several horse shows. 

Bradie Kidd1s 11Cat11 

/ 1 
I 

Three Beckley District Men Play 
On State Champion Softball Squad 

I I 

Members of the West Virginia state championship softball team are, from left : 
Jim Farmer, gene ral clerk, R. W . Martin, e ngineering aide, a nd Euge ne O'Meal, 
line inspector. The trophy at center was presented their team for its victory. 

T hree Beckley district employees 
were members of the state champion
ship softball team. 

About their winnings, the three 
had one comment. " Who sa id we're 
too old to play softball! " 

Brodie N. Kidd, Pulaski area service
man, thought he had snagged the 
bottom when he hooked this 22-
pound catfish . Seconds later he found 
out different. The 38-inch "cat'' was 
caught at Claytor. "If you have never 
had a 22-pound "cat" on a casting 
rod with ordinary reel and line," says 
Mr. Kidd, "you just haven't fished." 

Roanoke 
(Co11ti1111ul from Pag~ 4) 

Cadet Second Lieutenant Norman 
Shelton, son of Rocky Mount line 
foreman J . C. Shelton, has been 
elected to serve as a senior member 
on the H onor Court at VPI. H e is 
also 3rd Platoon Leader, athletic offi
cer, treasurer of Company No. 1, and 
president of the Franklin County 
Club at the college. 

Sympathy is extended W. P. Dan
forth, district credit supervisor, on 
the death of his father-in-law. 

Playing for The Smoke H ouse 
team in the Beckley city league were 
Jim Farmer, second base; R. W. Mar
tin, pitcher, and Eugene O'Ncal, left 
field. After clinching the city league 
title, the team won the state tourney 
held in Parke rsburg last August. In 
regional competition at Toledo, 0., 
they were beaten in the second game. 

Jan Schneider Takes Champs Ribbon 
At Ohio State University Horse Show 

Gold Medallion Home 
Of Employee Shown 

A 2-day open house showing was 
held at the Gold Medallion H ome of 
Fred H elm, St. Albans area super
intendent in the Charleston district. 

A total of 1,5 30 people went 
through the split-level house during 
the event. The home features a GE 
heat pump, "Medallion" wiring and 
lighting, built-in kitchen and Quick 
Recovery water heater. 

Builder and heating sales repre
sentatives were on hand to conduct 
the tours, and coffee and cookies were 
served by the home service depart
ment. 

.Jan Schneider, son of P. T . 
Schneider, Logan plant manager, re
cently demonstrated his abil ities as 
a champion horseback rider. 

A junior at Ohio State University, 
Jan won the Championship Ribbon 
at the school's semi-annual horse 
show. T he ribbon was awarded for 
most points accumulated during the 
event. 

In accumulating points, Jan won 
first place ribbons in bareback, ad-
1·anced western, "egg and spoon" race 
and "spin and ride" classes. In 
" model and grooming" and advanced 
English competi tion, he took two 
four th place awards. 

An animal science major, Jan is a 
member of the University's Boot and 
Saddle and Saddle and Sirbine clubs. 
H e spends many of his non-study 
hours at the school's horse barn look
ing after 2 3 riding horses. 

Jan Schneider is as much at home 
in a saddle as he appears to be. 
The son of P. T. Schneider, Logan 
plant manager, Jan recently demon
strated his horsemanship abilities by 
taking the Championship Ribbon at 
an Ohio State University horse shaw .. 
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A Dutchman's Opinion 

Co:mpetition Cited Better Syste:m 
A native of the Netherlands in 

Roanoke to study U. S. methods of 
electric appliance marketing and serv
icing said he prefers America's free 
enterprise system to his country's 
socialistic econom)' . 

C. J. "Boy" Van Leeuwen, 23-
year-old resident of The H ague, said 
he likes our system of competition. 
" It is good for the people who are 
buying," he said, " it gives them the 
best prices and makes them feel like 
they're getting a deal." H e said this 
is good for the seller, too. " It gives 
him a feeling of doing business." 

"Boy," as he is called by associates, 
was in Roanoke for six months with 
Holdren's, Inc., a local appliance 
dealer. During this time, he worked 
in all departments of the store. Upon 
his return to the Netherlands, he 
will take over the Frigidaire appli
ance section of his father's electrical 
business. 

During his stay in Roanoke, Boy 
became increasingly popular as a 
public speaker. One of his many ap
pearances was before the Roanoke dis
trict's October supervisors' meeting. 

In explaining why he came to Roa
noke, Boy said Frigidaire suggested 
H oldren's "out of all the dealers in 
America" as the best business for him 
to study. 

Comparing free enterprise to the 
type of socialism in the Netherlands, 
Boy said, "You have more oppor
tunity here ... you can start some
where and build up . . . everyone 
has the opportunity to be a big busi
nessman." 

It is not that way in the Nether
lands, he said. There, anyone wish
ing to enter business must apply to 
the state. Fi rst, an individual must 
be franchised , he explained, and this 
entails studying for a license exami
nation. After obtaining a license for 
a business, the person is ad vised by 
the city government as to where he 
should locate. 

After being approved and located 
by the government, the new business
man must join a "cartel," or associa
tion of dealers selling the same prod
uct. As a member of the cartel, the 
dealer must pledge not to undersell 
other dealers. This means there is 
no price competition. 

Upon his return to The H ague, 
Boy plans to experiment with the 
U. S. brand of price competition. 
There are a few items, such as small 
appliances, which are not under the 
control of cartels. H e thin ks his peo
ple will readily accept competition 
as we know it. 

Boy went on to say that in the 
Netherlands, radio, television, t ele
phone, gas, railroads, the equivalent 
of our banks and the electric industry 
are controlled by the government. 
Most of the electricity is purchased 
from Germany, he said, because the 
Netherlands has very limited generat
ing capacity. 

Much of America's high standard 
of living can be attributed to credit, 
Boy thinks. In the Netherlands, there 
is no similar credit system. "People 
may save for two years to buy a 

W. H. Stricklen Helps 
In Treating Snake Bite 

W . H. Stricklen, Point Pleasant 
line foreman, used his company first 
aid training to good advantage while 
on vacation recently. 

When a member of his party was 
bitten by a snake, Mr. Stricklen as
sisted in treating the wound. With 
no snake bite kit handy, a sterilized 
razor blade was used to make the 
incision over the fang mark. 

C. J. " Boy" Von Leeuwen, 23-yeor-old citizen of the Netherlands, pra ctices 
the American way of selling on e lectric clothes dryer. Boy was in this country 
for six months studying our country's methods of marketing electric appliances. 
He prefers U. S. competition to the socialistic-type economy of the Netherlands. 

refrigerator," he said, "and when 
they buy, they pay cash." 

They aren't trade-in conscious, he 
said. The typ ical Dutch consumer 
will use an appliance until it wears 
away withou t thinking of the "btest" 
models or "new" features. 

Boy, who has an education com
parable to the second year of college 
here, is a reserve second lieutenant 
in the Dutch army. H e served as a 
motor transport officer m the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organiza
tion of which the Netherlands is a 
member. 

Asked what things about our ap
pliance marketing system impressed 
him the most, he listed price compe
ti tion, trade-in policy and re-condi
tioning of used equipment. 

Broken Power Pole, 
Electrocuted Boy 
Mean Double Trouble 

A broken pole and an electrocuted 
boy meant a busy night for T. E . 
Reed's Charleston district crew, Sep
tember 19. 

About 5: 15 p. m., a pole in the 
Hurricane area was broken when hit 
by a car. The impact of the collision 
had torn the car in half-with the 
halves about 100 fee t apart-but the 
two occupants survived with only 
minor injuries. 

While crews worked to replace 
two spans of primary and secondary, 
an ambulance driver ran up to the 
scene explaining that his vehicle, en 
route to the hospital with a 10-year
old boy, had developed a flat tire. 
The driver asked that the crew radio 
for another ambulance. 

"While waiting for the second 
ambulance, Mr. Reed assisted in ad
ministering artificial respiration to 
the boy who had been electrocuted 
while swinging from a guy wire on 
a private distribution system. Other 
members of the crew assisted in the 
ambulance, holding the boy on the 
cot and helping trrnsfer him to the 
other vehicle. 

After the second ambulance was 
on its way and the hospi ta! had been 
aler ted, the crew went back to work 
on the line. Service was restored to 
the Coal Mountain area at 10:32 
P· m . 

The boy was pronounced dead 
upon arrival at the hospital, and 
physicians opined that he had died 
instantly. 

Several calls were received the fol
lowing morning thanking the crew 
for its aid in the emergency. Mem
bers of the crew working that night 
were: T. P. Hull, Grady Ramsey, 
Charlie Conner, Felix Porter, W. A. 
McClain and Sam Given. 

What about the American way of 
life impressed h im the most1 "A 
person here has much more responsi
bility than in my country,'' he said. 
"This gives him a feeling of being 
'somebody' . . . I like that." 

M. A. Steckel 
Of System Dies 

Mr. Steckel 

Miles A. Steckel, 70, reti red meter 
superintendent of the system meter 
department, died October 15 in a 
Charleston hospital of a heart ailment 
complicated by bronchial asthma. 

Born August 25, 1888 in Egypt, 
Pa., he was educated in Pennsylvania 
schools. H e came to West Virginia 
in 1914 as meter and substation su
pervisor of the Virginian Power Com
pany, Appalachian predecessor. He 
became system meter superintendent 
August I, 1 946, with offices in 
Charleston , and retired in 1954 after 
40 years' service. 

M r. Steckel was a member of the 
Evangelical Reformed Church of 
Egypt, Pa. H e had been an active 
worker for the Grand Assembly of 
West Virgin ia Order of the Rainbow 
for Girls, and was a member of the 
G rand Cross of Color of the group. 

H e was also a member of Chap
man Lodge of Northampton, Pa., 
Marion Commandery Knights T emp
lar at Lebanon, Ky., Mt. Vernon, 
Ky. chapter of the Royal Arch 
Masons, and Scottish Rite and Beni 
Kedem Temple of the Shrine at 
Charleston. H e was an honorary 
mern ber of the W est Virginia Chap
ter of the International Association 
of Electrical Inspectors. 

H e is survived by a daughter and 
two brothers. Services were con
ducted October 18 in the chapel of 
Christ Church Methodist, with burial 
in the Spring Hill Mausoleum. 
Graveside services were by the Ma
sonic Bodies of Charleston, and 
honorary pallbearers were district 
superintendents in our three com
panies and employees of Appalachian. 
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Work Completed At Sprigg Station 
To Handle Clinch· River Plant Load 

A recently-completed $32,000 im
provement project has enabled the 
Sprigg station to handle the increased 
load it receives from Clinch River 
plant. 

A portion of the Clinch River 
plant load passes through this Wil
liamson district station in to Logan. 

Modern irnpedence relays were in
stalled on the Beaver Creek No. 1 
and 2, 13 8-kv line breakers. These 
are the first irnpedence relays to be 
used in the district. 

In addition, relays were installed 
on the Logan No. 1 and 2, 13 8-kv 
line breakers and the transfer 13 8-kv 
breaker. The over-all proj ect, about 
12 weeks in completion, took the 
efforts of several sections of the system 
station department. 

I n over-all charge of the proj ect 
was S. A. Rich, system station relay 
branch. To remove the bushing cur
rent transformers, the circuit breakers 
were d ismantled by Ernest Bailey's 
crew under the guidance of C. N. 
O'Dell, circuit breaker branch. 

Then, averaging about one breaker 
per week, Richard McKinney and 
Jeff Bryant re-wound these 1 ,200-
pound transformers for the new relay 
scheme. 

New relay panels and switches were 
installed by Lewis Chittum and 
C. E. Ma.rtin of the switchboard 
branch, system station. They also re-

Lineman Promoted 
To Welch Foreman 

Clarence H. McVey, Pocahontas 
lineman in the W elch district, has 
been promoted 
to working 
foreman. He 
succeeds the de
ceased Joe C. 
Graham. 

Employed 
J an u ary 7, 
1 943 as a 
groundman, he 
has also worked 
as a serviceman. 
H e was born at 

Mr. McVey 

G lade Spring, Va., and attended 
schools in Beech Grove, Va. He 
worked for the Lincoln Furniture 
Company in Damascus before joining 
the company. 

His hobbies include hunting and 
fishing, and he is sergeant-at-arms of 
the Knights of Pyth ias. Mr. McVey 
is married and has three daughters. 

Lewis Chittum and C. E. Mortin, 
sy~tem station switchboard branch, in
stall new relay panels in the Sprigg 
station. The work, which enabled the 
station to handle the Clinch River 
plant load, took about 12 weeks. 

wired the control panels. 
T he 138-kv oil circuit breaker re

lays were calibrated by E. J. 'Vhi te, 
system station relay branch. 

Valuable Bridge 
Wasn't So Once 

This is the story of the bridge 
that used to not go anywhere. 
It's also the story of several em
ployees who Jud to work their 
ways home. 

The bridge is the Pauley Bridge 
in Pikeville, which was feltured 
in Ripley's "Believe It Or Not" 
column as the million-dollar bridge 
that went nowhere. During the 
depression in the l 930's it was 
built by WPA labor, and actually 
went nowhere. 

But today the bridge leads to 
the airport and two housing de
velopmen ts. Or rather, it did lead 
to them. A few days ago a truck 
sideswiped the bridge and plum
meted through it, rendering it 
useless for travel. 

Several Pikeville district em
ployees used th is bridge as the 
only way they could get home. 
So H. H. Kincaid, William Zoel
lers, Craig Fields, Tilden Justice 
and Arlie Wright had to. build 
their own bridge. 

The fi ve, working on a week
end, constructed a low water 
bridge they could use until the 
Pauley Bridge could be repaired. 
The bridge that used to ;ot go 
anywhere had proved itself ex
tremely irnportan t. 

Recording their portion of the November 1 Notional Form and Home Hour 
radio show o re, from left: Lee McConnell, l&M; Milton Bliss, NBC; Robert 
Derry, Ohio Power, a nd J. E. Collins, Appalachian. The three AEP system 
representatives discussed electric ity on the fo rm. 

J. E. Collins, Appalachian senior 
agricultural sales engineer, was one of 
the three American Electric Power 
system represen ta ti ves to appear on 
the Allis-Chalmers N ational Farm and 
Horne Hour radio show November I. 

Appearing with Mr. Collins were 
R. K. Derry, Ohio Power Company, 
and L. W. McConnell, Indiana and 
Michigan Electric Company. 

During their 6-minute portion of 
the show, the three discussed exan,iples 
of electricity on the farm and told 
how our companies promote electric 

farming. 
Mr. Collins spoke on electric irri

gation systems and how they have 
increased profits of fruit growers in 
Appalachian's area. Mr. Derry spoke 
on a heat pump installation in an 
Ohio hatchery. I&M's representative, 
Mr. M cConnell, told of "bubble 
barns,'' inflated polyethylene struc
tures being used as greenhouses and 
warehouses. The "bubbles" are in
flated and ventilated by an electric 
fan. The show was carried on many 
stations in our area. 

_) 
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