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Helicopter Being Used In 
For the first time in the Uni ted 

States, a hel icopter is being used in 
all phases of construction of full
scale, high voltage, electric power 
transmission lines in an experimental 
program now under way in Virginia. 

This "first" is taki ng place on 
two power lines Appalachian is now 
bui lding--one in Bedford County 
and the other near Altavista. T he 
two l ines together will total about 
30 miles. 

Following a late August inspection 
trip to the site during which work 
was witnessed, Philip Sporn, presi
den t of American Electric Power 
Company and of our companies, said : 
"The helicopter is being utilized to 
determine if it can be completely 
integrated into transmission line con
struction and if the use of the ma
chine is more economical than con
ventional construction methods." He 
emphasized that the work is experi
mental at the moment and that the 
degree of success would determine if 

KINGSPORT UTILITIES. INC. September 1960 

Line Construction 
pany plant at Big Island and for the 
surrounding area. Use of the heli
copter, if successful, is expected to 
make this new power source avail
able to Owens-Illinois sooner than 
conventional methods. 

T he other line is to be built from 
Virginia Electric and Power Com
pany's Altavista station to the site of 
Appalachian's Smith Mountain Dam, 
under construction at Smith Moun
tain Gap on the Roanoke River. 

This line will provide construction 
power for the project; and, after 
completion of the dam, will become 
a permanent interconnection be
tween Appalachian and VEPCo. This 
13 8,000-volt line, also a combina
tion of steel towers and wood poles, 
will be about 18 miles long. 

Program of Work 

T he construction program utiliz
ing the helicopter was worked out by 
transmission construction engineers 
of the AEP Service Corporation, to-

gether with Petroleum Helicopters, 
I nc., of Lafayette, La., helicopter 
operators, and assisted by the con
tracting firms on the job. T he heli
copter is being used in three major 
phases of work. 

First, it is carrying all material 
from marshalling areas located along 
the pathway of the line to the con
struction areas of the individual struc
tures. T he material is being carried 
outside the machine, and 75 per cent 
of the bundles weigh 3,500 pounds 
each. T he other 25 per cent of the 
bundles weigh 3,750 pounds each. 
T hese bundles contain steel for the 
structures, insulators and all the nec
essary hardware. 

Second, the helicopter is picking 
up wood poles and setting them in 
holes already prepared for them. I t 
is also transporting to each pole loca
tion crossarms and the insulators and 
hardware to complete the structures. 

Finally, the helicopter is stringing 
(See Helicopter, Page 6) 

this method would be continued by ------------------------------

Appalach ian and throughout the Opens October 3 

The James River forms a scenic background for the helicopte r as it hauls 
an H-frame structure on the South Lynchburg-Big Island line. Out o f the 
picture to the left is the Owens-Illinois Glass Company plant. Photo courtesy 
Sikorsky Aircraft. 

AEP System. 
Among those accompanying Mr. 

Sporn on the inspection trip were 
H . A. Kammer, AEP executive vice 
president, engineering and con
struction; and R. E. H odges, Appa
lachian vice president and general 
manager. 

"It is hoped that by usrng the 
helicopter, construction of these lines 
will take a third less time than the 

---------------------- ------------"ctlmentional method," l\!Ir. Sporn 

Leesvl·ne Dam Construct1·on added. Construction of the two lines, 
which began August 15, is expected 

To Begin; Contract Is Let to take two months. 

Line Locations 
Work is to begin this month on 

the lower of two dams in the Smith 
Mountain Combination H ydro-elec
tric Project. A contract for construc
tion of the dam has been awarded S. 
J . Groves and Sons Company of 
Minneapolis. 

One line is running from a point 
five miles from Appalachian's South 
Lynchburg station to its Big Island 
station in Bedford County. This 
69,000-volt line will be a combina
tion steel tower and wood pole line 
almost 12 miles long and will pro
vide a second source of power for 
the new Owens-111inois Glass Com-

Earlier 
For 14 

Registration 
Educational 

Slated 
Awards 

Registration opens October 3, a month earlier than last year, for the 
seventh annual American Electric Power System Education Awards com-· 
petition for sons and daughters of employees. 

The earlier registration for the 
1961 awards is a convenience to 
those contestants applying for admis
sion at colleges which requ ire earlier 
receipt of the competitive test re
sults. 

Fourteen awards of $500 each 
will be given in 1 96 1, bringing to 
62 the number of awards since the 
competition commenced in 195 5. 
T his is the same number as in 1960. 

The competi tion for the awards is 
open to any son or daughter of an 
employee of any company of the AEP 
System who plans to enter the fresh
man year in a degree-granting in
stitution to follow a course leading 

to a baccalaureate degree. Each ap
plicant must take a competitive ex
amination: the standard College En
trance Board Scholastic Aptitude 
Test. 

The lower dam will be known as 
the Leesville Dam. I t is located ap
proximately 3 miles upstream from 
Leesville in Campbell County, and 
about 18 miles downstream from the 
upper dam at Smith Mountain Gap. 

Groves was the winning bidder 
""' among 12 construction companies 

seeking the contract. International in 
its operations, it has worked on a 
number of major engineering pro
jects, including the Thule air base 
in G reenland, the St. Lawrence Sea
way and several state turnpikes. The 
Smith Mountain Dam is being con
structed by Sollitt Construction Com
pany of South Bend, Ind. Work be
gan there in May. 

upper dam through the dam's tur
bines into the lower lake. A portion 
of the water will then pass through 
the turbines at the lower dam, while 
the major portion will be retained 
for temporary storage. When de
mand for power is low--on week
ends and at night-the pump tur
bines at the upper dam will be re
versed and, operatjng as pumps 
driven by electric power generated 
at Appalachian's coal-fired steam 
plan ts, will pump a portion of the 
retained water back into the upper 
lake. Here it will be used once again 
to produce more el~ctric power at 
the time of customers' maximum call 
on Appalachian's generating facilities. 

Employee's Son Saves Drowning Girl 
Using Mouth-To-Mouth Resuscitation 

Application forms and an informa
tion kit on the competi tion will be 
available from your personnel de
partment around the last week in 
September. Deadline for their re
turn will ·be Friday, October 2 1. I n
cluded in the kit will be instructions, 
an information bullerin with an ap
plication form, recommendation form 
to be submitted to the entrant's high 
school principal, and a form for ad
ditional information to be furnished 
by the entrant. 

T he 14 awards are distributed 
among the various System companies 
as equally as possible on the basis of 
the number of employees in each 
company, as follows: 

Leesville Dam, unlike the concrete 
arch dam at Smith Mountain Gap, 
will be a concrete gravi ty type struc
ture. It will be 920 feet long and 
90 feet high from river bed to crest. 

T he combination project will cost 
an es ti mated $ 5 0-million and is ex
pected to be in operation in 1963. 
T he two dams together will have a 
firm capability of 440,000 kilowatts, 
and the development will be the larg
est hydro-electric installation in the 
United States involving combined 
river flow and pumped storage. 

I n operation at Smith Mountain, 
water will do double duty. It will 
move from the lake created' by the 

Kingsport Leads 
At Halfway Mark 
Of Safety Contest 

Kingspor t, which hasn't had a 
disabling injury to an employee since 
the AEP System's division safety 
contest began over 5112 years ago, 
was in the lead for the 1960 award 
at the July 1 halfway mark. 

Six-month totals showed Kings
port had accumulated 1,265,702 
manhours since the contest began 
J anuary 1, 19 5 5. Running a close 
second, however, was Ohio Power's 
Muskingum River plant, with an 
accumulation of 1,21 1,89 3 man
hours since August 1 3, 19 5 7. 

Logan plant was in third place and 
the only other division in the mil
lion-manhour bracket with 1,049,-
2 16. 

T he few minutes that J ames Hale 
spent in reading a bulletin board 
probably saved the life of 12-year
old Carol Viers. 

James, a lifeguard at the Pali
sades Swimming Pool in Pineville 
this summer, gave mouth-to-mouth 
resuscitation to the girl seconds 
after he pulled her unconscious from 
the pool. H e said that he had seen 
charts demonstrating the method 
posted on the Pineville office bulle
tin board. It was the first time 
he had ever used the method. James 
is the son of Ralph Hale, W ekh dis
trict dealer sales representative, and 
is a rising senior in chemical engi
neering at the University of Mary
land. 

About 30 youngsters were in the 
pool at the time of the incident. 
James saw the girl dive in, and fail 
to come up. He immediately went 
in after her, and brought her to 
the surface. His first efforts at 
manual artificial respiration were 
having no effect so he swiftly switch-

James Hale was credited with saving 
o life at Pineville's Palisades Pool. 
He is the son of Ralph Hole, Welch 
district deoler sales representative. 

ed to the mouth-to-mouth technique. 
Results were noted in about two 
minutes. The Independent Herald, 
the Pineville paper, reported that this 
was the first time the new tech
nique had been used in Wyoming 
County. 

• Four to Appalachian; 
• Four to Oh io Power ; 

• T hree to Indiana & M ichigan 
Electric; 

• One to AEP Service Corpora
tion; 

• One to balance of AEP System 
companies, wh ich includes Kentucky 
Power, Central Operating (Philip 
Sporn plant), Wheeling Electric, and 
Beech Bottom Power; 

• And one add itional to either the 
AEP Service Corporation or the 
above balance of AEP System com
panies, based on an evaluation of the 
contestants from both, taken as a 
single group. 

T he principal of the Educational 
Trust Fund, the income from which 
makes possible the 14 annual awards, 
is now $151,000. It has grown from 
an initial $ 1,000 prize as part of the 
Charles A. Coffin Award received by 
AEP in 1954. 
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Living Symbols 
It somehow seems altogether fitt ing 

that a nation which stresses individualism 
should owe so much to individuals. 

Throughout t he history of this nation 
t he deeds of men, acting singly or as 
leaders of others, have done much to 
make us what we are. On this page, 
seven of our employees tell us who they 
think some of history's outst anding 
people have been. There are others, of 
course. Every generation produces its 
own leaders, its own individuals whose 
influence is felt down through t he years. 

There is no other proof so st rong that 
this nation is truly buil t on the premise 
t hat the individual is the focal point of 
our syst em of government and laws. 

If we think back through the pages of 
our school history books, t hrough the 
memories of our own lives, these living 
symbols of freedom and personal initi
ative should inspire us t o accept our 
responsibilities as citizens. T hey should 
inspire us to help preserve t he syst em 
that allows for the freedom, and t he 
greatness, of the individual. 

A Fable 
There is an old fable t hat relat es the 

t ale of a man who remarked to a friend 
that he didn't see that it made much 
difference whether he spent eternity in 
heaven or hell, from the things he'd 
heard. 

His friend was inst antly t ransformed 
into an angel, and offered to show the 
man heaven and hell, so that he could 
compare. The man agreed, and wit h one 
beat of the angel's wings, the man was in 
hell. 

He was horrified- the people were 
around a table heaped with delicious 
food, but t heir elbows were encased in 
iron bands and t hey could not get the 
food to their mouths. Many of the people 
were screaming and rolling on the floor 
in t heir agony and frustration. " Let me 
see heaven, quick," t he man shuddered. 

Another beat of the angel's wings, and 
he was in heaven. There also t he people 
were around a table of food, and their 
elbows were also encased in iron bands. 
But in heaven there was serenity, peace 
and fulfillment. " Now do you see the 
difference?" the angel asked. 

"Yes, I see", t he man replied. " I 
Rnow t his is heaven, not hell." 

The people were feeding each other. 
This fable seems to have a singularly 

appropriat e message for all of us. F rom 
Labor Day until Thanksgiving, in our 
communities, the annual United Com
munity Campaigns-the U nited Funds 
and Community Chests-will be asking 
for our help, for others. By helping our 
Campaign, we are helping others, our
selves and our communities. 
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Who is your favorite character in all 
American history and why? 

FORREST C. BROWN. Station Opera
tor, Welch 

It would be quite difficult for me to say 
who my favorite character in all American 
h istory is because there are several that I 
could name, but certainly one of them would 
have to be Benjamin Franklin. H e never 
claimed to be any hero but was an honored 
citizen in all the world. H e had the "golden· 
touch" which seemed to turn every mater ial 
thing to some human advantage. 

H e started at the bottom and worked his 
way to the top as a printer, a great diplomat, 
as well as a great scientist. Some of his funda
mental discoveries used for the well-being of 
mankind were the lightning rod, the Frank
lin stove, bifocal lenses and many other useful 
devices. This man was truly a great American 
of whom all Americans should be proud. 

character to admire, my subject is admirable 
characteristics typified through American his
tory. 

I admire the determi nation and courage 
wh ich were dominant characteristics of the 
early American settlers and pioneers, the de
sire and struggle for independence which 
separated America from England, the firm 
stand for bel iefs and ideals that the Constitu
tion builders took, a trust and fai th in America 
so strong that wars resulted in preservation of 
America. 

I admire the competi tive spirit exemplified 
by contemporary business men, the demand 
for equali ty shown through both women's de
mand for the right to vote and the integra
tion issue, the desire for knowledge and self
expression which j ointly are the cause of space 
exploration. 

All American individuals have these charac
teristics in their heritage and personality 
making them all my favori te characters in 
American history. 

WILLIAM H. DILLOW. Coal Con
veyor Operator, Glen Lyn Plant 

Every good citizen wants laws to be en
forced. H e knows that laws are made to 
protect him and h is family. Perhaps the 
most famous law enforcing officers today are 
the special agents who work for the United 
States Government. 

One reason for their unparalleled success 
is that they have a capable leader. T h is direc
tor of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
is J ohn Edgar H oover. 

This man, who is my favori te character in 
MIRIAM SHOPE, Stenographer, Ash- American history, has made people see how 

land important it is that laws should be obeyed. 
H e has made many of them want to help in 

One of the most famous signers of the law enforcement. Perhaps this is the most 
Declaration of Independence, he almost de- important part of h is work. 
fies classification because of the range and In this day when crime is on the increase, 
diversity of his interests and activities. A one must see the importance of the work 
rather silent man who had a distinct flair for done by this man who stands for law and 
paper work, Thomas J efferson drafted the orger. 
Declaration at the age of thirty-three. His -+_.:.~:.:.:..-----------------

career is an integral part of the history of 
our country. 

My favorite character in American h istory 
had freedom of the individual human being 
as his ever main concern. H e put th is theory 
to practice in his political and private life. 
His name is synonymous with the idea of 
freedom-the freedom to which we all ascribe 
and hold dear. 

JOY ALLEN, Clerk Trainee, Kingsport 

H aving no favorite Amer ican historical 

MARY T. DULANEY, Home Service 
Representative, Lynchburg 

From a heritage that boasts so many great 
men and women, I feel that Thomas Alva 
Edison, 1847-1931, stands out from all the 
rest because of h is great contributions to man
ki nd. It was he who invented the incandescent 
lamp in 1879, and three years later began 
operating the first central station for elec
tricity, marking the beginning of our modern 
elecy ical era. 
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Mr. Edison, who defined genius as "one 
per cent inspiration and n inety-nine per cent 
perspiration,'' received the fi rst of his ap
proximately 1, I 00 patents on the electro
graphic vote recorder with the invention of 
the phonograph, carbon telephone transmi tter, 
kinetographic camera, and radio tube follow
ing in rapid succession. 

When T homas Alva Edison was awarded 
the Gold Medal of Congress in 1928, the 
value of h is inventions to humani.ty was esti
mated at $ 15 ,5 99,000,000-a tremendous 
sum that would be an inconseq_uential estimate 
in our time of " Live Better Electrically" and 
the "Total Electric H ome!" 

DORSIE G. DRAKE. T&D Clerk, Logan 

One among the many outstanding Ameri
cans that we have studied is Thomas Alva 
Edison. 

I believe he contributed more to our h igh 
standard of living than any other individual. 

Although he had practically no formal 
schooling, he worked to gain an education 
by experience, sometimes working 20 hours 
a day. He once said "genius is one per 
cent inspiration and ninety-nine per cent 
perspiration." 

J ust a few of the things he invented are 
the electric ligh t bulb, the phonograph, the 
storage battery and motion-sound pictures. H e 
also made improvements to other peoples in
ventions; such as the typewri ter, mimeograph 
and the telephone. 

Let's try to imagine our modern day living 
had M r. Edison been just an average man. 

HUBERT K. SHABDUE, Heating and 
Builder Sales Representative, Charles
ton 

I t has been said "America's strength lies 
in its people,'' and no other nation on earth 
has produced the number of great statesmen, 
scientists, mili tary and industrial leaders as 
has our country. 

T . R . " T eddy" Roosevelt was a giant 
among men! H is battle to strengthen a weak 
body in childhood to t he charge up San J uan 
H ill was a test of character few men have met. 

Who can forget his love of the great out
doors, his unceasing struggle and victory over 

ammany H all, his courageous leadership in 
battle? 

As president, his leadership both at home 
nd abroad were instrumental in breaking this 
ountry out of the doldrums in to an era of 
xpansion which places America today at the 
innacle of the world. 

) 
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Sporn, Kentucky Officials See Big Sandy 
Stimulus To Area Industrial Development 

Kentucky Power Company's Big 
Sandy plant will go beyond provid
ing electricity for the company's 18-
county service area, according to 
President Philip Sporn. 

Speaking before 2,000 persons, in
cluding high state officials, at ground
breaking ceremonies early last month, 
Mr. Sporn said that "the coming of 
this plant will stimulate the develop
ment of chemical, electrochemical 
and electrometallurgical operations" 
in the area. " With such new indus
try there will come not only direct 
employment to hundreds of addition
al people ... but by the well-under
stood multiplier effect that one in
dustry has on related industries, its 
effect will spread over a much greater 
area, and its influence will be felt 
more deeply." 

Governor Bert T. Combs also un
derlined the industrial development 
impl ica tions of the new plan t, saying 
that "Other industries arc already 
coming in. They say, in effect, that 
what is good enough for American 
Electric Power and Kentucky Power 
is good enough for us." Governor 
Combs said the plant was a "monu
ment to progress." 

Work on the 265,000-kw plant 
officially started when Mr. Sporn, 
Governor Combs, F. M. Baker, vice 
president and general manager of 
Kentucky Power, Lt. Governor Wil
son Wyatt, Boyd County J udge E. 
K. Rose, Kentucky . Public Service 
Commission Chairman J. David 
Francis, and Lawrence County J udge 
Nile Ball each turned over a shovel
ful of dirt. 

In his remarks at the grou ndbreak
ing, Mr. Sporn ticked off several 
points as being of particular interest 
to the area. 

Points of Interest 

First of these, was the plant, cost
ing over $39-mill ion. "Eventually 
the plant may be at least double this 
size ( 265 ,000-kw). Second, it will 
burn Kentucky coal, at least 800,000 
tons of it, and "perhaps twice as 
much as time goes on." Third, peak 
employment during construction 
"will ce rtainly be well 01•er 500." 
Fourth, "the start of the work on 
the Big Sandy plant will bring the 
capacity under acti ve construction on 
the AEP system, to be completed in 
the next three years, to over 1,4 00,-
000-kw." Fifth, this figure, plus a 
475,000-kw unit just put into service 
in Indiana & Michigan Electric 
Company's Breed plant, and another 
475,000-kw unit now in the plan-

,,., ning stage for 1963, means that in 
the years 1960 to 1963, the AEP 
system will have brought in to service 
nearly 2,400,000-kw, enough to sup
ply the needs of three million homes. 
Sixth, the purpose of all this capacity 
is to meet the additional and growing 
demands of hundreds of communities 
served by member companies of the 

Digg ing with vigor despite the 90-degree heat at the Big Sandy plant ground
breaking were, from left, Boyd County Judge E. K. Rose; Kentucky Power Vice 
President and General Manager F. M. Baker; Governor Bert T. Combs; AEP 
President Philip Sporn; Lt. Gov. Wilson Wyatt and, partially shown at right, 
Kentucky Public Service Commission Chairman J. Dovid Francis and Lawrence 
County Judge Hile Ball. 

AEP system in Virginia, West Vir
ginia, T ennessee, Kentucky, Michi
gan, Indiana and Ohio. 

Luncheon Address 

Speaking later at a luncheon in 
Ashland marking the occasion, Mr. 
Sporn reca!Jed a speech he made last 
year to the Ashland Board of Trade. 
At that time he said that the growth 
of the Ohio Valley had apparently 
passed Ashland by. ow, he said, 
"signs are multiplying that a begin
ning has been made. Expansions 
planned at Armco, and begun two 
weeks ago at Ashland Oil, the great 
new plan ts being built by Monte
cattn1 and Pittsburgh Coke and 
Chemical Company, and the recently 
announced chemical plant to be built 
by Hooker Chemical Company arc 
all strong portents of the economic 
resurgence that this area can antici
pate." 

Because of th is, "the new power 
plant for which we broke ground this 
morning represents a solid confirma
tion of our fa ith ... that the great 
potentialities of this area will be real
ized; we are confident that the plant 
itself represents a major contribution 
to the realizations of these poten
tials." Available coal resources and 
advanced technology in electric pow
er supply combine in the Big Sandy 
plant, Mr. Sporn told his audience, 
and can, "we believe, stimulate a 
vitali zing chain reaction through its 
attraction for large energy-consuming 
industries which will locate in the 
nearby areas to take advantage of the 
opportuni ty such an energy complex 
offers, and these in turn w ill offer 
opportunities for satell ite industries 
and commercial establishments." 

Wyatt's Remarks 

Lt. Gov. Wyatt called the ground
breaking day "commencement day 

for Eastern Kentucky, a day opening 
a new era of economic development." 
Mr. Baker, in introducing Mr. 
Wyatt, noted that the state official is 
usi ng his entire time to improve the 
economic and social conditions of 
Eastern Kentucky. 

Area Advantages 

In Gov. Comb's remarks, he point
ed out the reasons for the plant's 
location. "They (Mr. Sporn, Mr. 
Baker and thei r associates) found that 
this area offered many advantages. 
Those advantages included an eco
nomical, long-range fue l supply, an 
adequate water supply, a definite im
provement in the area's future out
look, and the steady growth of the 
electric power load in eastern Ken
tucky. I was happy to learn that they 
were influenced too by the aggressive 
program of Kentucky's state govern
ment to improve the industrial cli
mate of our commonwealth." 

H e went on: "The breaking of 
ground today for this new power 
plant is a significant break-through in 
the de1·elopment of eastern Kentucky 
in particular. It represents a vote of 
confidence in the future of the area. 
It also represen ts, I feel, a vote of 
confidence in Kentucky's efforts to 
make itself more attracti ve to in
dustry through development of a 
sound tax program, reforms in gov
ernment, improvement of the welfare 
of its citizens with better schools and 
better highways, and the encourage
ment of loca l communities to wel
come new industry." 

Budget Billing 
Plan Replaced 
By New System 

For se1·eral years our three com
panies have had a budget billing plan 
for residential electric heating cus
tomers. This plan was changed Au
gust I to an Equalized Billing plan. 

Under the new system payments 
are spread 01·er 12 months rather 
than ten, as under the budget billing 
plan . 

"A monument to progress" is what Governor Bert T. Combs, shown speoking, 
called the Big Sandy plant at groundbreaking ceremonies. Seated at left is 
Mr. Sporn; in the center, Lt. Gov. Wilson Wyatt. 

The amount of the monthly pay
ment is based on the customer's past 
usage and estimated future demand. 
At the end of 12 months, the ac
coun t is settled, with. the customer 
or company paying whatever balance 
might exist. If conditions warrant, 
the size of the payment can be ad
j usted. The customer on Equalized 
Billing will continue to receive a bi
monthly statement of his account. 
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ECNG Proposes Program, Involving 
Beryllium, For Nuclear Power Plant 

A revised research and develop
ment program for the gas-cooled pro
totype nuclear power plant proposed 
by the East Central • uclear Group, 
brought about by a decision to use 
beryllium instead of stainless steel 
as the protective covering fo r the re
actor's fuel clcmen ts, has been an
nounced. Appalach ian is one of the 
member companies of ECNG. 

Originally, construction of the 
prototype had been expected to go 
forward at a Florida site this year, 
with completion about mid- 1963-if 
prel im inary studies had indicated 
that the project was feasible and that 
the operating cost was no more than 
1 V2 times that of a conventional 
power plant in that area. However, 
the reorientation of the resea rch and 
de1·elopment program is expected to 

l&M Will Dedicate 
475,000-KwUnit, 
World's Largest 

The world's largest turbine-gen
erator unit will be formally dedicated 
at ceremonies scheduled for October 
6. 

Rated as 40 per cent larger than 
the next largest power-producing 
machine now in operation is the 
475,000-kw uni t in Indiana & Mich
igan Electric Company's Breed Plant. 
I111·itations to the dedication ha1•e 
gone out to 400 guests, headed by 
Ind iana Governor Harold W. Hand
ley, from government, business, com
mun ity, and executives of the elec
tric industry. 

An open house for plant employees 
and their families has been set for 
October 2, and another for the gen
eral public October 8-9. 

The unit went into commercial 
operation J uly 3 1. A sister un it at 
Phi lip Sporn plant is scheduled for 
operation late thi s year. 

delay completion of the plant an
other one to two years. 

Revisions in the present project 
arrangements are expected to be sub
m i ttcd about January 1 to the Atom
ic Energy Commission by F.CNG 
and by the Florida West Coast u
clear Group, which would own and 
operate the plant. 

The 50,000 - kilowatt Florida 
plant, which would be fueled with 
sl ightly enriched uranium, would be 
a prototype of a full -scale plant ca
pable of operating on uranium. 

An objective of the revised re
search program is to resolve the tech
nical problems involved in the use of 
beryllium as the covering (cladding) 
for fuel elements before a decision 
is made to construct the prototype. 
A major advantage of the gas-cooled, 
hea1·y water moderated reactor con
cept is its ability to operate on na
tural uranium; howc1·er, natural ura
nium requi res the use of bcry!J ium 
or si milar material having low neu
tron absorption quali ties. 

American Electric Power Service 
Corporation is the principal design 
engineer for the project. 

Russell County COC 
Names Archer Head 

C. F:. Archer has been named 
president of the Russell County 
Chamber of Commerce by the organ

ization's board 
of di rectors. 

Mr. Archer 
is manager of 
Clinch Riv er 
plant. 

The Russell 
County group 
is engaged in 
the promotion 
of industrial, 

Mr. Archer business and 
agricultural de

velopment of the county. Mr. Archer 
is serving the 1960-61 term of office. 

Contractor Develops Way To Insulate 
Solid-Wall Home For Electric Heat 

This photograph is practically a cross-section showing how insulation was 
applied to the outside of a house in Charleston. Behind H. K. Shabdue, stand
ing at left, the house is covered with polyethylene with furring strips nailed 
over the plastic. Under the window a contractor's man is installing Fiberglas 
insulation, and to the right, the house is covered with building fe lt. A stucco 
finish went over that to complete the job. 

A Charleston electric heating con
tractor thought of a new way to solve 
the insulation problem not long ago. 

Mr. and Mrs. J ack Frost-Mrs. 
Frost is cashier in C harleston- want
ed to put electric h eat in their al
most new home. However, the house 
was cinderblock construction, and no 
insulation. 

The heating contractor, W. 0. 
Crandall, decided to approach the 
problem in a new fashion ... from 
the outside. 

H e wrapped the house in a sheet 
of polyethylene to form a vapor 
barrier. Then two-by- two furring 
strips, on 16-inch centers were 
nailed up vertically, and two-inch 
F iberglas insulation put between 
the strips. Black felt paper, for 
weather protection, went up next, 
followed by metal laths, and a stucco 
finish. 

Next, insulation in the attic and 
under the floors, and the result, a 
beautiful home, well-insulated, for 
living better-electrically. 
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Philip Sporn Pla nt 

Three employees are helping lead 
the New Haven Lions Club in its 
activities-Tom H offman, unit fore
man, has been named tail twister; 
and Robert Johnston, assistant re
sults engineer, and Jack Frey, assist
ant shift operating engineer, are new 
di rectors . . . Welcome is extended 
to three new employees: David Aaron 
Wolfe and H arvey F . Van Vranken, 
laborers; and Angus N. Howard, test 
engineer . . . James R. Hoffman, 
laborer, has resigned ... The women 
employees at the plant honored a 
former employee, Shirley Karr, with 
a garden party and baby gift. 

Kanawha River Plant 

Kenneth Webb, laborer, has re
signed. 

Point Pleasant 
With school about to open and 

football season almost on us, Point 
Pleasant H igh School is selecting its 
team and school supporters. Carolyn 
Miller, sister of Phyll is A. Miller, 
managerial clerk-stenographer, has 
been named majorette, and Linda 
Martin, daughter of Rose S. Martin, 
accounting clerk-stenographer, has 
been chosen apprentice cheerleader 
... Two other employees' relatives 
have been honored recently . . . 
J ohnny Murray, son of C. H. Mur
ray, Jr., line inspector, is a new first 
class scout in Troop 252 ... And 
Bernadine Gilmour, wife of W. C. 
Gilmour, administrative assistant, has 
been elected president of the St. 
Monica's Guild at Christ Episcopal 
Church. 

Charleston 

Employees welcomed back Carl 
Thomas, car washer, who has re
turned from military service . . . 
Judy H ackney, who had been out
standing in winter bowling, contin
ued her mastery with a second place 
finish in the Women's Masters Bowl
ing Tournament. The area develop-

ment stenographer won $20 for get
ting 1,487 pins in 9 games ... A 
social note - Montgomery office 
women employees held a baby shower 
recently in honor of Mrs. C. R. 
Metz and her adopted infant son ... 
D ick, son of Joe P . Gills, d ivision 
manager, and J ames, son of C. F. 
Casto, division radio engineer, at-

(Su Charleston, Pag~ 8) 

Pikeville 

H . H . Kincaid, district manager, 
was appointed a director of the Green 
Meadow Country Club. 

Ashland 

Civic honors came to Richard A. 
M acomb, Jr., son of Kentucky Pow
er's general residential sales super
visor, when he was named Jaycee 
of the Month by the Ashland Jay
cees ... J. W. Ellis, J r., engineer
ing, who is grand master, grand veil, 
of the Grand Chapter of Kentucky, 
RAM, is on the planning committee 
of the York Rite festival for eastern 
Kentucky Masons . . . 4-Her's at 
camps at Carter Caves State Park 
were taught electric cookery and 
etiquette by Mrs. Jean Toombs, 
home service representative. She in
structed for two weeks. 

Williamson 

Se,•eral scouting honors have come 
to Larry G. Corea, son of Mrs. 
Lorrayne G. Corea, secretarial-ste
nographer. At Camp Chief Logan 
at Chapmanville, Larry earned 9 
merit badges in canoeing, rowing, 
leatherwork, life saving, camping, 
bird study, home repair, stamp col
lecting and firemanship. The I 3-
year-old also won the Adventure 
Award at the Boy Scout Jamboree at 
Colorado Springs, doing such things 
as hiking, completing an obstacle 

New top officers of Bluefield's East River Amateur Radio Club include E. K. 
Chambers, left, president, and R. R. Hawkins, vice president. The club is 
organizing a new community Ser.vice program to cooperate with civic groups 
in the area to build a better community. The group meets every other Friday 
in the company auditorium in Bluefield. Mr. Chambers is system electrical 
engineer, and Mr. Hawkins is system engineering aide. 
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course, passing in marksmanship, ar
chery, angling, forestry and many 
others . . . Three employees were 
invoked with com·entions .. . Patsy 
H ackworth, cashier, will be regis
tration chairman for the Junior 
Woman's Club state conven tion in 
Williamson . .. Frances Keadle, PBX 
operator, attended the Republican 
Convention in Chicago . . . And 
George H airston, janitor, represented 
West Virginia at the National Elks 
Convention in Chicago. He is state 
vice president ... Judging came into 
the news ... Alberta Shelton, secre
tarial-stenographer, helped judge the 
M agnolia Fair beauty contest at 
Matewan . .. And Mrs. E. J. Clous
er, wife of the personnel supervisor, 
judged the style show at the same 
fair. 

Logan Plant 

Proudly wearing a one-gallon 
blood donor pin now is G . G. Bias, 
instrument maintenance mechanic, 
who recently ga\•e his eighth pint of 
blood to the Red Cross .. . Charles, 
son of J. S. Mc 1eely, mechanical 
maintenance mechanic, recently re
ceived his BS degree in business ad
ministration from the Bowling Green 
College of Commerce at Bowling 
Green, Ky .... Frank F.. H ay, test 
engineer, has resigned. 

Huntington 

Congratulations to Ted McCurdy, 
district personnel supervisor, who has 
been appointed chairman of the fi 
nance committee of the West Vir
ginia Chapter of the American So
ciety of Safety Engineers. 

Roanoke 

I t was a month of honors for the 
Claude L. Reynolds family. Claude, 
di,·ision commercial sales engineer, 
was named secretary of the South
west Virginia Engineers Club, and 
his wife was selected chairman of the 
Supporting Service of the Roanoke 
County Chapter of the Red Cross 
. . . Elaine Fringer, payroll, has re
si ned. 

Lynchburg 

Mrs. S. S. Gilbert, wife of the 
Reusens hydro operator, has been 
elected vice president of the Virginia 
Federation of Home Demonstration 
Clubs . .. Nealy Clay D avis is a new 
station man helper . . . Mrs. Colleen 
Z. Adams, home service representa
ti\·e, has resigned. . 

System 

William H. Jago, son of Mrs. 
Glenna Jago, system distribution, has 
completed requirements for a Ph.D. 
degree at VPI. He majored in 
chemical engineering and m inored in 
nuclear engineering physics a n d 
mathematics. He is now employed 
with Atlantic Research Corporation 
in Alexandria ... Dale F. Beaty is 
a new system accounting employee 
. . . Barbara S. Cantline has resigned 
from system accounting. 
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Sewing Winner 

Mrs. A. 0 . •Hatfield, wife of the Williamson stores supervisor, dis11lays the 
tweed jacket that won a blue ribbon for her at the Magnolia Fa ir in Matewan 
recently. She made it for her son, Gary. Drapes, slip covers, clothes for 
herself, her son and shirts for her husband have kept this accomplished 
seamstress busy since she took up sewing eight years ago. 

Bluefield 

Music, horses, c1v1c work, safe 
driving-they all played a part in 
employees' family activities recently 
... Teen Dri1·er of the Month in 
Princeton was Danny Farley, son of 
Clyde L. Farley, line inspector. The 
boy's award came from the Junior 
Woman's Club ... Jack E. Hawks, 
Tazewell lineman, has been named 
a state director of the Jaycees, while 
F.dward B. Gregory, Tazewell line
man, has been named to the local 
Jaycee board ... Polly Gatewood, 
system transmission clerk, and her 
horse have done well in recent shows. 
At Pulaski, they won fourth in the 
pleasure pony and three-gaited 
classes, and took third in the pleasure 
pony and fifth in the pleasure horse 
classes at the D ublin horse show ... 
Danny, son of James R. Bailey, gen
eral serviceman, has been awarded a 
Star Musician certificate to become 
the second recipient ever in Blue
field. He is the first Fairview Junior 
High pupil to win the award . . . 
Welcome to Myrtle P. Paxton, new 
building service employee. 

Clinch River Plant 

Mrs. Lillian Brooks is a new jun
ior clerk in the plant construction 
department's accounting office ... 

Kenneth H. Darnell, test engineer, 
has resigned. 

Abingdon 

Boards of a church and a hospital 
ha,·e acquired the services of two em
ployees ... Jack B. Frie r, d istrict 
personnel supervisor, has been elected 
chairman of the board of deacons of 
the Abingdon Baptist C hurch . . . 
F illmore McPherson, dist rict man
ager, has been elected to the board 
of trustees of the Johnson M emorial 
Hospital, and to this board's li ve-man 
executi1·e committee. 

Welch 
All types of activities have been 

keeping Welch employees and mem
bers of their families busy .. . W. T. 
Collins, Grundy office supervisor and 
Scoutmaster of Troop 43, watched as 
his troop won the Camporee Honor 
Award at the Elk Garden Scout 
Camporee in Russell Coun ty . . . 
Ruth, daughter of Frank B. Barns, 
line supervisor, attended a t raining 
course at Massanetta for youth leaders 
of the Presbyterian Church in Vir
ginia and West Virginia. She is 
president of the Anderson Memorial 
Church Senior High Fellowship 
Group ... Fred Adams, line inspec
tor, has completed di vision II of 
electrical engineering and Otho K. 
Mann, l1eating and builder sales rep
resentative, has completed di vision I 
of industrial engineering through 
correspondence schools . . . Bobby 
Doss, draftsman, has resigned 

(Ste Tl' elch, Page 7) 

King-Sized Coffee Pot 
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Visitors to Sears-Roebuck's Family Fun Fair promotion in Huntington lost 
month were offered free coffee from what was billed as the "world's largest 
coffee pot," a SO-gallon quick recovery electric water heater. In the course 
of the four-day sale, 260 major electric appliances were sold, and it was 
regarded as the biggest promotion in the company's history. 

) 

.)-
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New Tested 

A hydrostotic test pump to check the reliability of foam ond cartridge
operated water extinguishers has been put into service at Kanawha River 
plant. Showing how the tester is connected to on extinguisher ore F. W . 
Holdren, left, and C. W . Crawford. The National Board of Fire Underwriters 
Standard provides for a pressure checking of extinguishers periodically. 

50 Years Toqether 

The parents of John W. Griffee, Jr., 
Charleston division heating and 
builder sales representative, celebrat
ed their SOth wedding anniversary 
August 7. The couple, Mr. and Mrs. 
John W . Griffee, Sr., have lived in 
Charleston since their marriage in 
1910. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Nibert, parents 
of Frederick Nibert, T&D clerk, Point 
Pleasant district, celebrated their 
SOth wedding anniversary in July. 

Young Driver 

Wally Cornett proudly displays his new miniature Corvette, a prize he won 
in a Hazard Boosters Club raffle lost month. He is the son of Wallace E. 
Cornett, engineering aide in the Hazard district. 

Checking the Entries 

Mrs. James B. White, wife of the Abingdon district assistant manager, looks 
over entries in Abingdon's annual Highlands Arts and Crofts Festival. She 
was art chairman for the two-week-long event, and Poul Dunn, administrative 
assistant, was chairman of space arrangements. The company hos been one 
of the sponsors of the Festival since it was started in 1948. 

Vegetable Stories 

They grow vegetables big in Charleston. Look, in the 
left picture, at the squash grown by C. M. Johnson, right. 
Mr. Johnson, husband of Beulah Johnson, Charleston 
stenographer, is showing a 41-inch and a 44-inch squash 

to J. L. Twitty, meter supervisor. In the picture at right, 
Claude Smith, area serviceman, shows off a foot-long 
radish to Poul Good, district engineering aide. This 
radish measured 9 'V:t inches in circumference. 
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Smith Mountain Exhibit 

Displayed at various Appalachian offices in the Smith Mountain area was 
a cutaway working model of the pumped storage technique that is a part 
of the Smith Mountain hydro-electric project. Here, in Martinsville, W . R. 
Naff, center, explains the model to W. R. Mortin, publisher, "Martinsville 
Bulletin"; Mrs. Ester Ramsey, Mrs. Margaret Corter, and S. S. Flythe, all 
of the First National Bonk of Martinsville and Henry County. Mr. Naff 
is dealer sales representative in Fieldale. 

Beware of Tranquilizers 

Indiscriminate use of tranquilizers, and self-prescription, were the topics of 
a safety program presented in Charleston recently by Mrs. Chris Mitchell . 
Using flip charts she designed, Mrs. Mitchell hos given the program to five 
group safety meetings in the district. 

Complete Course 

Kermit W . Fisher, left, Charleston division station engineer, receives con
gratulations and a certificate for his completion of the one-year modern 
business management course of the Alexander Hamilton Institute. The 
presentation is being mode by L. K. Lewis of the Institute. 

Twin Models 

Vickie and Carolyn Jackson, twin daughters of William B. Jackson, were 
models in a back-to-school fashion show in Huntington recently. Mr. Jackson 
is janitor in the 'Huntington building service deportment. (Photo courtesy 
Huntington Publishing Company.) 
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Three major phases of work involving the helicopter are pictured here. At 
lett, the helicopter is leaving a marshalling yard adjacent to the Owens
Illinois Company plant at Big Island with an H-frame structure. Wood poles 
are being t ransported by the helicopter to their sites, where they are being 

lowered into holes already prepa red for them. In the center, the he licopter 
is leaving another marshalling yard with a bundle of steel . This steel will 
be de livered to a tower location. At right, the helicopter is shown stringing 
conductor on the Altavista-Smith Mountain line. 

Helicopter 
(Continu.ed from Page 1) 

conductors. One end of a conductor 
on a spool is attached to the helicop· 
ter; and, as the helicopter Ries over 
the towers, the line is laid on them. 
A total of I 0,000 feet of conductor 
is strung at a time, a d istance con
taining about 8 steel structures or 14 
wood poles. The line wi ll be pulled 
up to final tension by regular winch
ing equipment. 

The con tractors on these two 
jobs and Appalach ian and o ther AEP 
System personnel are working on the 
ground wh ile the helicopter is op
erati ng in the air. Crews are erect
ing towers and doing the final as
sembling on the wood poles. 

Collier Construction Company of 
Strongsville, 0., is contractor for the 
Altavista-Sm ith Mountain line, and 
Hoosier Engineer ing Company of 
Columbus, 0., is contractor for the 
Lynchburg-Big Island line. 

In addi tion to the regular con
struction, th ree phases of other ex
perimental work are also being car
ried out. The helicopter is attempt
ing the hauling of pre-assembled por
tions of steel for towers. It is setting 
one complete structure bui lt of alum i
n um and it is attempting field erec
tion from the air of a steel tower. 

In Dramatic Line Work Tests 

~ 

As furthe r tests of the capabilities of the helicopter in 
line work, these two experiments were successfully tried 
during construction of Appalachian's two new lines. At 
lett, an entire structure, made of aluminum, was picked 
u,p at a marshalling ya rd by the helicopter, borne to its 
site and placed. Here, crews on the ground tie in the 

tower's guy ropes as the helicopter hovers overhead, still 
attached to the aluminum tower. At right, in a phase of 
f ield erection from the a ir of a steel tower, the helicopter 
is shown bringing a steel panel off the ground and into 
place. The pane l at lett was also erected in the same 
manner. 

Bluefielders Visit New Service Building HendersonNam.ed 
To PJCE Post Community leaders, employees and 

their famil ies, and the general public 
were escor ted through Bluefield's 
new service building as part of open 
house ceremonies last month. Alto
gether 5 42 persons visited the fa
cility. 

Refreshments and a con tinuous 
movie program were offered visitors. 
I n groups of ten, they saw demon
strations of meter testing, rubber 
glove testing, rad io use, recloser op
eration, high pressure wash ing of 
insu lators, and explanations of switch
ing, transformer repair and hot stick 
room. 

Communi ty leaders went through 
the building August 12, preceding a 
special d inner. The next morning 
employees and their families had 
their turn, followed by a smorgasbord 
lunch. The general public was in
v ited for the afternoons of August 
13-14. 

T he building combines under one 
roof several Appalachian operations 
for the district which had previously 
been located at various points 
throughout the ci ty. In it are two 

During the public showing of the Bluefield service building, Fred Combs, 
lett, and K. A. Hayes of the syste m transmission deportment, de monstrate 
the high-pressure washing of insulators. Water pressure from the hose is 
750 pounds per square inch. 

storerooms, the service, appliance 
service, and d ivision meter depart
ments, and headquarters of the Blue
field line crew, substation crews, and 
transmission crews, and automotive 

equipment. It is heated and cooled 
by 11 heat pumps, has 40,000 square 
feet of space on two levels, and is 
built of steel-reinforced concrete and 
brick veneer. 

Ira Henderson, administrative as
sistant at Bluefield, has been ap
pointed chai rnun of the Science Fairs 
Committee of 
the Pocahontas 
Industri a l 
Council for 
Education. His 
assignment will 
be to coordi
nate sc i ence 
fairs in a six
county area in 
sou them W est 
Virginia an d 
sou th western 

Mr. He nderson 

Virginia. PICE is ~ponsored by the 
Smokt>lcss Operators Association, 
which operates in the six counLies. 

The purpose of the organization is 
to encourage stud en ts to study science 
and mathematics, and to take spe
ciali zed vocational training, and to 
encourage teachers to expand cur
ricu la in these subj ects. Such a pro
gram will enable students to find 
jobs locally, and to stimulate in
dustrial development. 
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H tington Vet 
Rei es From R/w 

W llian F.. Keck, Huntington di
v1s10 righ' of way supervisor, re
tired Septe 1ber I after 36 years 
with the co pany. 

H was employed as right of way 
agent for Interstate Power Company 
at C arleston July 15, 1924. He 
then loved with construction forces 
to V rginia and handled right of 
way la tters in West Virginia, Vir· 
ginia Tennessee and Ken tucky. 

0 April I , 193 7 he went to Roa
noke' system right of way office as 
actin assistant manager and chief 
right of way agent. In 1945 he be-

chief r ight of way agent for 
un ti ngton and Charleston divi 

sions, and on April I , 19 5 2 became 
H unt ngton division right of way 
super isor. 

A ati1•e of Cincinnati, he gradu
ated rom the University of Cincin
nati 1 ith a chemical engineering de
gree. e attends St. Joseph's Church, 
is ma ried and has one son. 

Philipson, 
Man, Dies 

Le n Phil ipson, head of the AEP 
Servic Corporation's Controllersh ip 
Depa tmen t, died August 19 in 
Newa k, Ohio, wh ile on a business 
trip f m New York. He was 33. 

W I-known throughout the AEP 
systen, Mr. Philipson h ad been head 
of th department since 1955. He 
j oi ne the service corporation in 
1950, and for two years was adm in
istrati e assistan t to President P h ilip 
Sporn 

Mr Philipson received his BS 
in mechanical engineering 

olumbia University in 1948, 
s MBA from Harvard Uni
Graduate School of Business 

is survived by h is w ife, two 
is parents and two brothers. 

Ch rleston Vet 
Di s A,t Age 82 

Mr. Jones 

A. P . Jones, 82, who had been 
retired from Appalachian for 1 5 
years, died July 23 in a South 
Charleston hospital. 

Mr. JoneE retired as Charleston 
accounting clerk in J 945, and had 
retired from the City of Charleston's 
Sanitary Board this past July I . Em
ployed in 1930 as a salesman, he 
moved to the accounting department 
in 1937. 

A veteran o f the Spanish-American 
War, he was a member of the Ran
dolph Street First Advent Christian 
Church, where >ervices we re held. 
Burial was in Tyler Mountain Mem
ory Garden.~, with graveside services 
conducted by C harleston Lodge No. 
15 3 AF&AM, of which Mr. Jones 
was a charter member. 

Survi1•ing 
daughters, a 
dren. 

Mr. Jones are two 
son and six grandch il-

) 

.. 
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40, 35-Year Pins 

Emblems Representing Total Of 330 Years 
Of Service Awarded Appalachian Veterans 

Nine l'cterans of Appalachian have 
observed an niversaries representing a 
total of 3 3 0 years of service with th e
com pmy. 

Three of them arc marking their 
4-0 th ~nnivcrsarics : Bruce H ogan and 
W. F. Keehne of system, and J esse 
G. Brittain of Roanoke. 

Six arc observing their 3 5th anni
,·crsa ries: H . A. Clarke and M ark L. 
Burdette, svstem ; Mrs. Lucy S. H ill, 
Roanoke; . T. F.. "F cl ix." Reed, 
C harl eston; and Miss Sallv Pollock 
and J. W. M cCarthy, Lyn~hburg. 

Bruce Hogon 

Mrs. P. H. Steenbergen forgets the cares of the day at her loom. In the 
foreground are place mats she wove. She is also an accomplished cook and 
seamstress. 

Mr. H ogan, system station opera
tor at the Ficlda le station , j oined the 
compan.1 in 1920 at Roanoke's Wal

nut Avenue 
steam p lan t. H e 
was transferred 
to system oper
ating in 1929, 
and worked at 
the Turner sta
tion in C harles
t on and the 
D anville station 
before going to 
Fieldale. 

Mrs. Steenbergen 

Original Recipes, Weaving 
Make Her Unusual Wife 

A wife has been described vanous
ly as a social secretary, cook, house
keeper, chauffeur and valet. Mrs. 
P. H. Steenbergen, w ith all of these 
duti es, has added another that few 
wi ves can claim: she's a weaver. 

L earning the technique from her 
mother, and using a hand loom that 
has been in her family for t hree 
generations, Mrs. Steenbergen, whose 
husband is Poin t Pleasant district en
gineer, has woven cloth for Mr. 
Steenbergen 's sports jackets, her own 
suits and coats, and place mats. 

The mats are m ade in one of the 
oldest patterns in the history of hand 
weaving. It's called w hig rose, and 
requires more than 600 threads to be 
run through the heddles on the loo1ri. 

For Mrs. Steenbergen, weaving is 
more than util itarian. It's also a 
means to wind down from the day's 
worries. "Some people like to fish 
to forget the cares of the day," she 
says. "To Ill&, we:iving serves the 
same purpose." 

But that's only part o f her acti vi
ties. She is also an accomplished cook, 
and enjoys developing original reci
pes. Around Christmas she usually 
en terta ins the district supervisors and 
engineering section, the menu con
sisting of turkey, country ham, lima 
bean and mushroom casserole, corn 

_...,pudding, cranberry relish , chocolate 
.,,, pie and whole wheat rolls. 

The latter two items are favorites 
of hers, her husband's and her guests'. 
The roll recipe is her own, the p ie 
came from Richard H ougen, of 
Boone T avern, Berea, Kentucky, and 
author of Look N o Furtht!r, a col
lection of old recipes. This recipe is 
used here through the permission of 
Mr. H ougen. 

Chocolate ·Pie, Torgo 
J cups hrown rngar { 1 lb. bo.t) 

0 cup hutter 

J eggs 

Vi cup coffu cream 
I teaspoon vanilla 
I squart mtlted ch.ocolate 

1 . Cream tlu b11.tter and sugar together 1tn

til well bltnded. 

2. Add the eggs and vanilla and beat all 

t ogether. 

3. Add tlu cream and mix. 

I · Add the meltt d chocolate and blend to
gether. 

5. Pour into an unbaked .Pastr.v shell. 

6. Bake at 3 50 ° F. for .10 minutts, then 

redua temptrat1lrt to 200 F. for 50 

minutes. 

7. When pie is cooled, save with whipped 

crenm. Strt•ts 8 

W.hole Wheat Rolls 
1 f11p r:ri1co 
~ C11 p n1.gn r 

r 1t1blr1poon salt 

r cup boiling 11Jaln 

r ft:g-bn1ten 

2 rakn yuat {or 2 pkg. tlry yeml) 
1 rup rold water 

2 ni ps wh ole wheal .Rour--u111i/t ,rl 
J nips while flour 

Pour hoilinJ! watu over Cri1ro, n1gar trnd 
salt. Blend a11d cool. Add beaten rgg. L et 

yfaJt Jtand in cold •u:ater for 5 minutes. Stir 

and add to fi rst m iYture. Add flo•tr, blu1d well. 
Co11tr and plarr in refrigerator for at least 4 

hours. Dnugh will riu in bo'!lll. Abo11t 2}4 
ho1irs bl'.fore u rving, roll nut tfou gh-plare in 
huttunl pans anti allow to rise. Bake in hot 
oven 425° F. for 15 mi111dts. 11/akts 4 r.'.oun 

rol/J. 

Mr. Hogan 
A na t ive o f 

Vin ton, Va., he served wi th the Navy 
for two years during \Vo rld War I. 
A member of the Fieldale M ethodist 
Church, he is married and has two 
sons. 

W. F. Keehne 

Appabchian's assistan t secretary 
and assistant treasurer, Mr. Keehne 
_ioi ned an Appalachian predecessor, 
the W est Virgi ni a Water & Electric 
Company in C harleston September 
1, 1920 . H e was transferred to R oa
noke in 1926. 

Mr. Keehne is also accounting 
manager for Appalachian , and assist
ant secretary and assistant treasurer 
of Ki ngsport Utilities. 

H e attend <:d Capital City Com-

Appalachian Power Company 
Ablnqdon District 

OLEN G. QUILLEN from head material clerk to engineering aide. 

Bluefield District 

JACKSON E. BOYD from merchandising order and billing clerk, senior. to 
customer service representative; ED\\'IN D. COOPER from T&D clerk to T&D 
clerk, senior; J AMES II . KISER from lineman B to station man B. 

Clinch River Plant 

GEORGE W. ABSH IR E from junior maintenance man to maintenance man; 
ARNOLD E. BOYD from helper to junior ma intenance man : R . C. BURNETT 
from I&M's Breed generating station to mechanical supervisor, plant construction 
department; KENNETH SHIELDS from I&M's Breed generating station to 
assistant mechanical engineer, plant construction department: JOHN SIMR ELL 
from I&M's Breed generating station to assistant mechanical engineer, plant 
construction department. 

Lcqan District 

HAROLD E. GARRETT from meterman B to metcrman A. 

. Lynchburg District 

W. E. CROUCH from meter service helper to lineman A; C. E. SANDERSON 
from groundman to meter service helper. 

. Pulaski District 

G. F. SHRADER. JR., from meter serviceman B to meter serviceman A. 

Philip Sporn Plant 

JAMES C. PAULEY from Ohio Power Company timekeeper to laoorer; WIL
LIAM D. WINEBRENNER from junior maintenance man to maintenance man. 

Welch District 

]. S. CAPPELLARI from merchandise order and billing clerk, sen ior, to T&D 
clerk, senior; M. C. SLUSS from T&D record clerk to stores clerk. 

Mrs. Hill Mr. Reed 

mercial College and La Salle Exten
sion University, and is a graduate of 
the Ad va nced M anagement Program 
at Harvard U niversity. H e is treas
urer of the Public Utilities Associa
tion of the Virgin ias, form er chair
man of the acc9unti ng section of the 
Sou theastern Electric E xchange, and 
a board member of the Shenandoah 
Club. H e is a member of the Na
tional Office Management Association 
and the Virgi nia and Roanoke Cham
bers of Commerce. 

M arried and t he fa the r of a son 
and a daughter, J1e is a member of 
C hrist Lu theran Church. 

J . G. Brittain 

Mr. Brittain, R oanoke merchan

Miss Pollock Mr. McCarthy 

Mrs. Lucy Hill 

On August 25, 1925 Mrs. Lucy 
S. Hill j oined R oanoke district's ac
counting departmen t as a cashier. 

Since then she has been head 
cashier and petty cash clerk and is 
now utili ty clerk. 

She is a native of Henry County. 

T. E. Reed 

Felix Recd , Charleston line fo re
m an, began his continuous servi ce 
August 4-, 1925. He also has six 
years of broken service from 191 9 
to 1925. H e was a l ineman before 
becom ing l ine foreman in 1947. 

Mr. Reed is married and lists h is 
hobbies as h unting, fish ing and farm 
machinery. 

dise bookkeeper, joined the compam-uyrl--------------------1-
in Roanoke August I , 1920 in the 
loca l accounting depar tm ent. 

A nati ve of H enry County, he 
attended National Business College. 
H e is active in U ni ted Commercial 
Travelers of America, church and 
scouting. 

He is married and has a son and 
a daughter. 

H. A. Clarke 

H. A. Clarke, system station super
intendent, joined the company at 
Logan p lant in 1925 as an electrical 
eng ineer. I n I 927 he headed the 
system relay department and was pro
moted to his present position in 
19 4-5. 

A native of Pennsylvania and a 
veteran of World War I , he is an 
electr ica l engineering graduate of 
U nion College. H e is a registered 

Sally Pollock 

Miss Pollock of Lynchburg ob
served her 35th anniversary with the 
company on August 8 . She was em
ployed on that day in 1925 as a 
cashier at Lynchburg. 

Among her activities she l ists her 
work in the Court Street M ethodist 
C hurch, of which she is a member. 

J. W. McCarthy 

J. W. M cCarthy, Lynchburg as
sistant local office m anager, joined 
the company at Reusens hydro as an 
operator August 3, 1925. H e was a 
compfaint adjuster and credit super
visor before going to his present 
po$ition. 

M arried, he is a member of the 
Court Street M ethodist Church . He 
lists as hobbies fish ing, gardening and 
woodwork. 

engineer in Virginia and -w-·vesto-¥tT'•1'-i-------------------!-
ginia and has served as chairman of 
the Mountain Section of the Amer
ican Institute of Electrical Engineers. 
In 1959 he was awarded the grade 
of "Fellow" in ATEE in rccogni ti on 
of his contribu tions to the electr ical 
ind ustry. H e is married and has one 
son. 

M. L. Burdette 

H ead of system accounting's op
erating ledger section, Mr. Burdette 
completed 35 yea rs on August I. H e 
joined the company on that date in 
I 925 as a clerk in the main office 
of the old Appalachian Power Com
pany at Charle5ton. 

H e came to Roanoke m i 929 as 
a m ember o f system accounting to 
head the operating ledger section. 

A 32nd D egree M ason and a 
member of Kaz.i m Temple, he is a 
director of both the Shrine Band and 
the Rajah T emple DOKK Band. H e 
is marr ied. 

Welch 
(Continued from Page 4) 

Several employees have completed the 
American Red Cross advanced first 
aid course, includi ng G. E. Adams, 
C. H . McVey, A. K. Miles, C. D . 
K inzer, B. C. W allace, G. B. Gen t, 
Russell Sanderson, C. E. D angerfield, 
G. T. Lineberry, J . E. R eynolds 
and R. D. W idener. 

Pulaski 

H. B. Newland, district personnel 
supervisor, has completed a 20-hour 
class of instruction in industrial safe
ty, sponsored by the Virginia Manu
factu rers Association and the Vi r
ginia Department of L abor and In
dustry . . . F red M. Benn ington, 
Galax heating and bu ilder sales repre
sentative, has been appo inted deputy 
distr ict governor of District 24--F, 
Lions International. 
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J. B. Whitmore 
Roanoke 
25 Years 

J.M. Loyd 
Bluefield 
25 Years 

H. F. Rotenberry 
Pulaski 

20 Years 

A. S. Pullen 
Roanoke 
25 Years 

T. W. Abolin 
Glen Lyn 
20 Years 

A. G. Mehlman 
Sporn Plant 
20 Years 

Q·uail Hunts Top 
Retiree's Agenda 

Mr. Baker 

Quail hunting in California 
that's one activity on the retirement 
agenda of Cecil L. Baker, Charleston 
auto repairman. 

Mr. Baker reti red September I 
after 17 years with the company. He 
and his w ife plan to move to Engle
wood, Calif., where in addition to 
hunting, h e will continue his hobby 
of tinkering with radios and tele
vision sets. They will also include 
visits to West Virginia in thei r plans. 

H e joined Appalachian on July 
5, 1943 as a mech an ic, after em
ployment with Mahana Coal Com
pany at Gallagher and Odom Duco 
Plant at Montgomery . He is a native 
of Kentucky, having been born eight 
miles from Lexington. He is a mem
ber of the Montgomery Baptist 
Church. 

.• ~·;r -· ~;;e 

B. Q;·sharp 
Pulaski 

25 Years 

J. L. Bryant 
Kanawha River 

20 Years 

W. K. Shelton 
Logan 

25 Years 

Arlie Wright 
Pikeville 
20 Years 

Veteran Retires 
After 36 Years 

Mr. Williams 

Homer C. Williams, system work
ing foreman in th e system station 
department, retired July 1. He h ad 
completed 36 years of service . 

Mr. Williams was employed by 
W est Virginia Meter and Electric 
Company, a p redecessor of Appala
chian, as a salesman in 1924. He 
was promoted to operator in 193 5, 
and to e lectrician at Turner Station 
in 1939. He became system working 
foreman in 1947. 

Mr. Williams is a nati ve of Ka
nawha County, and a veteran of Navy 
service during the firs t World War. 

H e and his wife will continue 
to make thei r home in Nitro, w here 
his retirement p lans m far include 
mainly hunting and fishing. 

Cabin Creek Man 
Dies At Age 75 

Ogie 0. Lucas, 75, retired Cabin 
Creek plant employee, died J uly 26 
after a shor t illness. 

Mr. Lucas was born August I 0, 
1884, and was employed at the plant 
November 15, 191 8. At the time of 
h is retirement on August 1, 1949, 
he was a boiler operator. 

Surviving are h is wife, four sons 
and one daug hter. Funeral services 
were held at the Valley Grove Naza
rene Church and burial was at Hall 
Cemetery at Big Chimney. 

THE ILLUMINATOR 

Appalachian Power Company 

Bluefield District-ZS YEARS: J. M. LOYD, local office manager. 10 YEA RS: 
MARGARET F. KELLER, sec.reta rial stenographer. 

Cabin Creek-15 YEARS: C. L. NEY, electrical maintenance mechanic. 

Charleston District-3S YEARS: T. E. REED. line foreman. 15 YEARS: TOM 
H. IIARDMAN, groundman. 10 YEARS: RALPH H. BAUGHAN, JR., meter 
reader; WESLEY G. KIRBY, JR .. groundman; ROBERT W. PALMER, station 
foreman; FELIX E. PORTER, lineman. 5 YEARS: MAXINE URWI N, contract 
clerk. 

Fieldale District-IS YEARS: W. R. NAFF, dealer sales representative; A. L. 
ST. CLAIR, R/w agent. 

Glen Lyn Plant-20 YEARS: T. W. ABOLIN, plant manager. l S YEARS: 
RAYMOND K. McCLAUGHERTY, instrument maintenance mechanic; MARVIN 
L. \VILLS, maintenance man. 10 YEARS: ROBERT B. RATLIFF, results engi
neer. S YEARS: GEORGE L. EVANS, test engineer. 

Huntinqton District-IS YEARS: GEORGE H. BURNS, division service co
ordinator. 

Loqan District-25 YEARS: WALTER K. SHELTON, general serviceman. l S 
YEARS: SYREAN D. BAKER, assistant credit supervisor. 10 YEARS: MIL
DRED H. MAYNARD, personnel clerk. 

Loqan Plant-ZS YEARS: JOSEPH J. PEARL, electrical maintenance me
cha . ; JAMES R. WARREN, chief electrician. 

Lynchburq District-3S YEARS: J. W. McCARTHY, assistant local office 
manager ; SALLY K. POLLOK, cashier. 30 YEARS: E. V. PROEHL, station 
man. I S YEARS: G. R. GILLETTE, meter reader. 

Point Pleasant District-15 YEARS: W . M. PANCAKE, draftsman. 

Pulaski District-25 YEARS: BUFORD Q. SHARP, hydro maintenance me
chanic. 20 YEARS: HURLEY F. ROTE. BERRY. hvdro maintenance man. IS 
YEARS: CLARK W. ALLEY, meter serviceman; THOMAS R. DEBORD, line
man ; WILLIAM M . KING, lineman; JAMES B. NICKOLS, meter serviceman. 

Roanoke District-40 YEARS: J. G. BRITTAIN, merchandise bookkeeper. 3S 
YEARS: LUCY S. IIJLL, utility clerk. ZS YEARS: A. S. PULLEN, street light 
attendant; J. B. WHITMORE, division planning engineer. IS YEARS: G. E. 
HOLDREN, lineman; W. W. H OLDREN, working foreman: K. K. HUBBARD, 
engineering aide; R. E. LEFTWICH, meter serviceman; C. L. MUSSELMAN, 
engineering aide; G. E. POOLE, tractor-trailer driver helper ; R. D. TURNER, 
lineman. 10 YEAR S: J. K. HUTCHERSON, material clerk. 5 YEAR S: CHAR
LOTTE R. BOLLING, clerk-stenographer; W . S. WILLIAMS, JR., PBX operator. 

Philip Sporn Plant-20 YEARS: ALBERT G. MEHLMAN, plant manager. 
10 YEARS: WILLIAM D. BROWN, unit foreman; MARVIN G . BURT, 
master maintenance man; CHARLES B. CORNWELL, master maintenance man; 
CHARLES T. HOFFMAN, unit foreman ; GEORGE A. JEFFERS, unit fo reman. 
5 YEARS: CHARLES E. LESTER, test engineer. 

System-40 YEARS: BRUCE HOGAN, system station operator; W. F. 
KEEHNE, accounting manager. 35 YEARS: M. L. BURDETTE, head-operating 
ledger section; H. A. CLARKE, system station superintendent. 30 YEARS: 
MARGUERITE GREGG, accounts receivable clerk. 15 YEARS: R . L. CALD
WELL, system transmission man. 5 YEARS: B. A. WINGO, forms and office 
supply clerk. 

Welch District-30 YEARS: R. A. GILMORE, station operator. 15 YEARS: 
W. L. CROUSE, meter serviceman; G. T. LINEBERRY, meter serviceman. 

Kentucky Power Company 

Hazard District- IS YEARS: l\IIARVI N HOLBROOK, serviceman; ASTOR 
LEDFORD, instrument man. 

Pikeville District-20 YEARS: ARLIE WRIGHT, auto repairman. 

Kingsport Utilities, Inc. 

15 YEARS: \VILLTA'.\1 D. TRENT, meter serviceman. 

'Surprise' Title 

Outstanding laymanship work in the 
Baptist denomination has earned an 
honorary "Kentucky Colonel" title 
for Guy R. Mountse, Jr., here dis
playing his certificate. The Chorles
ton petty cash clerk was completel'y 
taken by surprise when the award was 
made to him at a cook-out recently in 
Ashland, Ky. The Kentucky Colonel 
award, conferred by the governor, 
dates back to the 1 SOO's. 

Plant Engineer 
Awarded License 

A professional engineer's li cense 

from the state of West Virginia h as 

been awarded to J ames P. G ilber t, 
results engineer 
at Philip Sporn 
plant. H e spent 
ten weeks of 
class work in 
the Marshall 
College engi
neering depart
ment, review
ing his engi
neering train-

ing and prepar- Mr. Gilbert 
ing for the pro-

fessional engineer's exam ination. 

Mr. Gilbert earned h is degree 111 

mechanical engineering from West 

Virgin ia University. H e joined the 

company as junior test engineer at 

Philip Sporn plant in 1951, and 

worked later as test engineer and 

assistant results engineer before tak

ing over his present assignment in 

February 1958. 

September 1960 

R.etirement Ends 
CalJ.ison Service 

Mr. Callison 

R. C. "Bob" Callison, Charleston 
groundman, retired September I 
af ter 28 years of continuous service. 

After several years of broken serv
ice, h e joined the company in No
vember 1932 to stay until retirement. 

Mr. Callison is a veteran of World 
War I , having served in England and 
France with the Allied Expedition
ary Force. Altogether he was in the 
Army 9 years and was disch arged as 
a sergean t in 1927. H e is a mem
ber of John Brawley Post 20 of the 
American Legion. 

H e plans to settle near F.lk R iver 
at a place where he can grow Rowe rs 
and to do a lot of fishi ng. His main 
amb ition, according to Mr. Callison, 
is to see his son, Robe r t, graduated 
from college. Robert w ill enter West 
Virginia State this fa ll. 

Kanawha Plant Man 
Heads Lions Club 

G. S. Farthing was elected presi
dent of the Chelyan .Lions Club re
cen tly . The Kanawha R iver plant 

assistant sh ift 
ope rating engi 
neer succeeds 
another em
ployee in t he 
office, J. A. 
Moore, C:ibin 
Cree k plant 
manager. 

Mr. Farth
ing, acti ve in 

Mr. Farthing community af-
fairs, previous

ly served as club president in 1957 . 
H e h:is twice been an officer in the 
Sou th C helyan PTA, and has worked 
in employee social activities. 

.I 

H e was first employed at Cabin 
Creek in I 9 3 7, and was transferred 
to the Kanawha River plan t in De- / 
cember 1952. He and his wife have 
th ree children. 

Charleston 
(Continued from Page 4) 

tended the Boy Scout J amboree at 
Colorado Springs .. . And the West 
Virginia Safety Council has h onored 
J ohn Frazier, d ivision safe ty super
visor, by naming hi m to i ts home 
safety committee. 

Beckley 

Congratula tions to Mrs. R . S. 
Brashear, w ife of the distr ict super
intendent, on her election as vice 
president of the Mountain Top Gar
den Club ... And to Eugene M. 
O'Neal, line inspector, wh o led his 
National All-Star team in the Babe 
Ruth L eague to a 2-1 vic tory over 
the American All-Stars. Mr. O'Neal 
managed the Bays Buick team du ring 
th e regular season .. . D. E. Mc
Ginnis, commercial, and J. M. Kirk, 
line, have resigned. 
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Wedding Bells Ring For Twelve 'Couples 

Married in recent weeks were the following : TOP ROW 
from left-Mr. and Mrs. Gerald G. Williams, Jr., Abing
don; Mr. and Mrs. Gene Ed Layne, Pikeville. SECOND 
ROW from left-Mrs. Charles Melson Pace, Huntington; 
Mrs. Frederick Lynn Hamb, Huntington; Mrs. Clarence W. 
Lilly, Jr., Beckley; Mrs. Bobby Keith Barber, Charleston. 

THIRD ROW from left-Mrs. Harry E. Altman, Pike
ville; Mr. and Mrs. Alvin F. Phaup, Jr., Huntington; 
Mrs. Mason Akers Vaughan, Jr.. Clinch River Plant. 
FOURTH ROW from left-Mr. a nd Mrs. Jack D. Ison, 
Pikeville; and Mr. and Mrs. James A. Duncan, Abingdon. 

Lykins-Ison 

Patricia Ann Lykins and J ack D. 
Ison were married August 20. Mrs. 
Ison is the daughter of Edward 
Lykins, Pikevi lle district draftsman. 

Freeman-Duncan 

The Smyth Chapel Church in 
Emory was the setting of the July 
I 0th wedding of Bettye Freeman 
and James A. Duncan. Mr. D uncan 
is the son of L. W. Duncan, Abing
don district T&D clerk. 

Vannoy-Hamb 

J oan Marie Vannoy and Frederick 
Lynn H amb were uni ted in marriage 
July 30 at the First Presbyte rian 
Church in Logan. Mrs. H amb is 
the daughter of Paul M. Vannoy, 
Huntington division power sales en
gineer. 

Cole-Barber 

August 20 was the wedding day 
of Virginia Louise Cole and Bobby 
Keith Barber, who were married in 
a double ring ceremony performed 
in the chapel of the First Presby
terian Church in Charleston. Mrs. 
Barber is the daughter of Ray H. 
Cole, Charleston transportation de
partment supervisor. 

Roseberry-Wi 11 iams 

Elizabeth J ane Roseberry and 
Gerald G. Williams, Jr., were mar
ried August 7 at the Abingdon Bible 
Church . Mrs. Williams is the daugh
ter of James J. Roseberry, Abingdon 
area supervisor. 

Mann-Lil ly 

Judith Kay Mann was married to 
Clarence W. Lilly, Jr., on July 24 
in the Daniels Communi ty Church. 
Mrs. Lilly is the daughter of C. H . 
Mann, Beckley district draftsman. 

Chapma n-Phaup 

A ceremony performed at the 
groom's home in H untington united 
Carolyn Chapman and Alvin F . 
Phaup, Jr. Mrs. Phaup is the daugh
ter of Clifton N. Chapman, H unt
ington district auto repairman. 

Sturgeon-Pace 

The First Christian Church m 
R ussell, Ky., was the setting of the 
April 16th wedding of Vivian Lee 
Sturgeon and Charles Nelson Pace. 
Mrs. Pace is the daughte r of V. F . 
Sturgeon, Huntington assistant local 
office manager. 

Hefner-Spradli ng 

A double ring ceremony performed 
J uly 16 in the Elizabeth Memorial 
Methodist Church of Charleston 
united Margery H efner and Chester 
E . Spradling. Mr. Spradling is a 
Charleston district commercial sales 
represen ta ti ve . 

Week On River 
Vacation Prize 
For Sterretts 

A leisurely and delightful week's 
trip on the Ohio and Monongahela 
Ri\'ers was the vacation prize of Mr. 
and Mrs. E. M. Sterrett of Point 
Pleasant. Mr. Sterrett is customer 
ser\'ice representative there. 

T he trip, from Huntington to 
West El izabeth, Pa., went to M rs. 
Sterrett because she had sponsored 
the state and national winner of the 
annual essay contest sponsored by the 
Propeller Clubs of America. The 
prize was offe red by the Ohio River 
Company of Cincinnati. 

The pai r traveled aboard the tow
boat OVEC. Mr. Sterrett, long a 
n ve r en thusiast, said the trip was 
ideal. "The boat accommodations 
were most comfortable, the scenery 
e\·er changing and interesting, the 
food delicious, and the crew 'the salt 
of the earth'." 

County 4-H Cites 
Virginia Black 

Virginia J. Black, Huntington di
vision home service representative, 
was awarded a special leadership 

monogram by 
the Lincoln 
Count y 4-H 
Clubs for her 
outstanding ser
vices to the 4-H 
movement. I t is 
the highest 
award that may 
be given by a 
county group. 
P resentation Mrs. Black 
was made at 

the final council circle of the Lincoln 
County 4-H Camp last month. 

Mrs. Wylene P. Dial, 4-H Club 
agent, said in making the award to 
Mrs. Black: "The committee of 4-H 
club leaders who selected Mrs. Black 
felt that she richly deserved this 
honor in recognition of her work at 
camp this yea r and 111 previous 
years." 

WILLENA WORKMAN to John Taylor. 
Mi" Workman is a clerk trainee in Ashland. 

PARTHENIA WINNER to C. S. Glover, 
Jr. Miss Winner is a stenographer in Beckley. 

CLAUDETTE POWERS to James Z. Tuck
er. Miss Powers is a clerk stenographer at 
Oinch River Plant. Mr.. Tucker, a temporary 
employee at Clinch R iver, is the son of J. B. 
Tucker, Clinch River Plant stores supervisor. 

BETTY LOU WOOD to George K. Roach. 
Mr. Roach is a Point Pleasant district meter 
reader. 
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Active Betty Smith 
Heads Civitanettes 

Mrs. Betty M. Smith, Mont
gomery cashier of the C harleston dis
trict, has been elected president of 

- -, the Montgome-

g ry Civitanette 
· Club. 

Mrs. Smith 
,..,; helped organize 
~ the group m 

Mrs. Smith 

1959, serving 
as secretary and 
chairman of the 
project and 
aims committee 
that year. Her 
husband, 

Claude's, membership in the Civitan 
Club stirred her interest in the for
mation of the ladies' auxiliary. H e 
is Montgomery area serviceman. 

Acti\•e in many other civic proj 
ects, she is a member of the Mont
gomery Woman's Club, charter 
member of the F. 0. Harris Park 
Auxiliary, which works with young 
people, a member of the Methodist 
Church, standing chairman of the 
Cancer Society and a Red Cross 
worker. 

An employee since 1948, she has 
been a reporter for THE lLLUM INA

TOR since it began publication in 
1949. 

Miss Kilowatt 

The first "Miss Kilowatt" of the 
Charleston district has been crowned. 
She is Carolyn Viars, accounting 
clerk-stenographer, center. At left is 
Jo Ann Asbury, engineering clerk
stenographer, second place, and t o 
the right is Mrs. Judy Hackney, di
vision area development stenographer, 
third place. Se lection was made at 
the annual girls' swim party of the 
district, where 20 entrants were 
judged by the other 35 attending 
the picnic. A buffet style dinner a nd 
door prizes fo llowed the swimming. 

Rt\\l grriual.s I 
Abingdon 

MR. AND MRS. HOWARD R. WARE, 
JR., a daughter, Nancy Lynn, July 30. Mr•. 
\Vare is a former home service representative. 

Charleston 
MR. AND MRS. HERNDON M. BAILEY, 

a daughter, T ammy Kay, July 31. Mr. Bailey 
is a lineman. 

MR. AND MRS. C. R . METZ, an adopted 
son, Joel Robert, born August 3. Mr. Metz 
is a Montgomery area serviceman. 

MR. AND MRS. JAMES E. WEBB, a son, 
Mark Linden, July 26. Mr. Webb is a meter 
reader. 

Kingsport 
MR. AND MRS. ROBERT L. TIPTON, a 

son, Robert Lee, Jr., August t. Mr. Tipton 
is a PBX operator. 

Lynchburg 

Roanoke 
MR. AND MRS. KYLE EUGENE 

FRENCH, a daughter, Susan King, August 4. 
Mr. French is a T&D draftsman. 

Philip Sporn Plant 
MR. AND MRS. EUGENE H. GLOSS, a 

son, Eugene Eric, August 6. Mr. Gloss is 
assistant plant manager. 

MR. ANO MRS. CARL D. KING, a •on, 
Dale Anton, August 4. Mr. King is a mainto
nancc man. 

System 
MR. AND MRS. P. W. MILLER, JR., a 

daughter, Linda Faye, July 26. Mr. Miller is 
a system station operator. 

MR. AND MRS. DOUGLAS E. PETERS, 
a son, Robert Eugene, August 6. Mr. Pete ... 
· smission man. 

MR. AND MRS. M. E. CAMPBELL, a Welch 

Buchanan-Vaughan 
daughter, Leona Gay, July 26. Mr. Campbell MR. AND MRS. BERNARD E. FRENCH, 

-
-l-is_a_ g_ro_u_n_d_m_an_. __________ -t--::a _,d';'"ughter, Debbie J ean, June io. Mr. French 

1s a station man helper. 

M ary Anne Buchanan became the 
bride of Mason A. Vaughan, Jr., on 
July 23 at the Lutheran Church in 
Burkes G arden, Va. Mr. Vaughan is 
a chemist at Clinch River Plant. 

Lowe-Altman 

H elen L. Lowe and Harry E. Alt
man were married on August 6. Mrs. 
Altman is the daughter of Ked Lowe, 
Pikeville district serviceman. 

Hunt-La yne 

Phyllis Hunt and Gene Ed Layne 
were married on August 14. M r. 
Layne is the son of John Layne, 
Pikeville district janitor. 

Pikeville 
MR. AND MRS. F. D. COLLIER, a son, 

Stephen Wayne, August 16. Mr. Collier is a 
stationman. 

Point Pleasant 
MR. AND MRS. ALAN JOHNSON, a son, 

Mark J ustine, J uly 6. Mrs. Johnson is a 
former home service representative. 

MR. AND MRS. D. E. MEADOWS, twin 
sons, Dwight David and Morris Dean, July 
zo. Mr. Meadows is a Pineville meter reader. 

MR. AND MRS. WILLIAM G. RICHARD
SON, a son, Michael Dane, August 3. Mr. 
Richardson is a lineman. 

MR. AND MRS. HOBART S. WHITE, a 
daughter, Dana Robin, August 1. Mr. White 
is a lineman. 
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Are You Registered? Can You Vote? 
Tuesday, o,·ember 8 , is a big day throughout the country. That 

is the day of the G eneral E lections, the day we vote for our choices 
for president and ' ' ice preside nt of the United States. 

In addition, in our four sta tes, voting will be held fo r U. S. Senators, 
and W est Virginians will vote for a gm•ernor. T ennesseans and W est 
Virginians will also cast votes for members of their state legislatures. 

Between now and November 8 we must all conside r the candidates, 
we igh their merits, decide whom we shall vote fo r. And we must also 
make sure we can vote. Below are the minimum vo ting ages and 
registration information for the four states in which our three com
panies operate. Check the in fo rmation for your sta te, then make sure 
you are registe red to vote. 

Minimum Register For 
State Voting Age General Election By: Register With : 

Kentucky 18 September 10 county cle rk 

Tennessee 2 1 Oct. 19 -- counties coun ty election 
m·er 25 ,000 pop. commission 

O ct. 29 -· others 

V irginia 2 1 O ctober 8 county or 
city registrar 

W est Virginia 2 1 O ctober 8 clerk of 
county court 

Employee-Customer Contact Problems 
Met In Class By Would-Be Instructors 

J. A. Mundy, standing, watches as a conference group arrives at solutions 
to employee-customer contact problems. From left are Gordon Moir, Ed Braid, 
Don Newman, B. W. Clay, Charlie Simmons and Lenzie Hedrick. Also in the 
class were, from Charleston: J. A. Whitlock, P. W. Burks, G. W. Unangst, 
J. D. Walters, K. P. Counts, G. C. Smith, F. 0. Helm, J. R. McGinnis, J. M. 
Kauffman, R. H. Cole, J. L. Twitty; from Beckley: H. K. Evans, C. R. S. 
Garten, J. M. Gates; from Point Pleasant: W. C. Gilmour. 

T wenty-one Charleston division 
employees have completed a training 
course, qualifying them for instruct-

Hunting and Home 
In Retiree Plans 

Mr. Martin 

H un ting on land he owns in North 
Caroli na and remodeling his Kings
port home arc the retirement plans 
of H orace P . M artin. 

Kingsport j anitor, Mr. M artin re
tired September I after 23 years of 
se rvice. H e was born at Mooresboro, 
N. C., and owns the home place, con
sisting of 5 'l'2 acres, mostly timber 
land. 

H e was employed September 13, 
1 937 as a laborer in the line section, 
and later became a groundman. H e 
was also considered an expert in the 
handling of dynamite. When the 
new service building was completed, 
he assumed janitorial duties. 

H e is an active member of the 
E lks Club in K ingsport. 

ing in the field of employee-customer 
relations. 

T aught by ]. A. M undy and Bill 
I rving of system personnel, the classes 
we re aimed at qualify ing these 21 to 
present the program to other em
ployees, especially those who contact 
the public. Following fi lmstri ps and 
recordings on training, filmstrips pos
ing hypotheti cal problems in em
ployee-customer con tacts were shown. 

Welch Hand Grenade 
Mystery Settled, 
But Not Solved 

Who put a live hand grenade in 
Jack Green's basement ? Whoever it 
was, years ago, provided a real scare 
for the Welch meterman, his family, 
city police and N ational Guardsmen. 

Mr. Green h ad an urgent sum
mons to come home. H is children, 
playing in the basement, had found 
a hand grenade. Sure enough it was 
a real one, and the police M r. Green 
called carefully took it to the N a
tional Guard. Experts there discov
ered that the firing pin was pulled 
partially, and the only thing that pre
vented explosion was some rust. 
Guardsmen took it to an open area 
and exploded it . 

Mr. Green had no idea where it 
came from, and neither did the for
mer owner of the house, John D. 
D alton, a retired employee. Specula
tion was that the family who lived 
there before Mr. Dalton had put the 
grenade, probably a wa r souvenir, 
away in the basement and had forgot
ten it. 

Said M r. Green: " It aged me sev
eral years." 
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Anne Turner, Bluefield stenographer, 
holds the driver that won a driving 
contest for her during the West Vir
ginia Women's Amateur Golf Tour
nament. She got to the semi-finals 
in the tournament, and later last 
month, won the women's title at Blue
field Country Club. 

Golfing Anne Turner 
Wins One Title, 
Just Misses Second 

Blue field's Anne Turner won the 
Women's G olf Championship of the 
Bluefi eld Country Club last month to 
put a Ii tti ng close to a profitable golf 
month . 

For in addition to the t itle, M iss 
Turner also turned in one of he r 
best cards duri ng the tournament, a 
38-39-77. This was good enough 
to make her one of the tournament's 
medalists. 

F.arl ie r in the month, M iss T urner 
ad vanced to the semi- fi nals of the 
W est Virginia State Women's Ama
teur Gol f Championship at Wh ite 
Sulphur Springs. H er qualif.,·ing 
round of 84 fo r that tournament was 
good enough fo r third place in low 
gross. She also won a d ri\•ing con
test w ith a drive of 198 ya rds O\'Cr 
a wet cou rse. 

T he take for the month' s activi
ties : fo r the Bluefield Country Club 
title, a pair of hurricane lamps, and 
golf merchandise; fo r plac ing among 
the top 16 qual ifiers at Wh ite Sul
phur, a si lve r key chain; for w inning 
the d ri ,•ing contest, a ste rling silve r 
bowl. 

Tennis Champ 

Betty Skaggs holds a perfect record 
in her church league tennis compe
tition this year. Through the middle 
of August she was the only girl in 
the league who had not lost a match 
in the Charleston Church Recreation 
Association . She is the daughter of 
H. C. Skaggs, Jr., Kanawha River 
plant manager. 

Hiqh ASME Honor 
To Go To S. N. Fiala 

S. N . Fiala will rccci,·c the Prime 
Movers Committee awlrd of the 
American Society of M echanical En
gineers later this month. 

The AEP Service Corporation 
vice president and chief engineer 
will be presen ted the annual award 
for "outstanding contributions to the 
li terature of the rmal-electric station 
practice or equipmen t" . T he award 
will come at a joint confe rence of 
the ASME and the American Insti
tute of Electrical E ngineers in P hila
delphia on September 21 -23. 
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Player, Coach, Referee -
That's Sportsman Butler 

W hen sports are mentioned, you 
will usually fi nd H untington's J ack 
Butler close by, ·playing on a team or 
coaching others. 

P ractically all of the lineman's 
spare time is spent engaging in one 
sport or another. From J an uary 1 
to D ecember 31 of any given year, 
you will fi nd him playing basketball, 
baseball, softball and bowling, coach
ing baseball, spotting foo tball and 
refc rcei ng basketball. 

.Jack's sports ca reer began on the 
sandlots of H inton, W. Va. From 
there he played basketball and base
ball fo r H inton H igh School. l n 
195 1, he came to H untington and 
soon joined the St. George basketball 
team, which during the last nine 
.'·ea rs has adv·anced SC\'eral ti mes to 
the regional ton rnamen t at Colum
bus, 0 . 

H e has played baseball in H unt
ington for nine years also, and j ust 
to keep th ings moving, played soft
ball at the same time, includ ing a 

few years with Appalachian's team. 
Another team he played for, Elks, 
has advanced to the W est Virginia 
State Softball T ournament the last 
two years. 

J ack, interested in youth, includ
ing h is 9-year-old son, R icky, added 
coaching duties to his busy schedule 
three years ago--he's coaching Vau
ghan's Pharmacy's entry in the Little 
L eague this season. 

Fall and winter? W ell, during 
the fa ll he sen-es as a spotter for a 
local rad io station broadcasting foot
ball games. And when basketball 
season opens, he gets his whistle and 
striped shirt ou t to referee high 
school games, in add ition to his play
ing. And to top it off, he bowls in 
the Appalachian Power Company 
League. 

J ack says his motto is "you can't 
stay acti ve in sports forever." Rut 
his sports activities in just one year 
would keep most people busy for 
many. 

Showing two of his players how it is done is sportsman Jack Butler of Hunt
ington . Jack not only coaches, but is an active participant in many sports 
throughout the year. 

Lynda Sowers, 12, Is Champion Rider; 
Has Trophies and Ribbons To Prove It 

Four trophies, 61 ri bbons, cash 
and saddle equipment pri zes, all won 
in three years, demonstrate the eques
trian skills of 12-year-old Lynda 
Cameron Sowers, daugh tcr of Paul 
Sowe r~, Hillsville l ineman of the 
P ulaski district. 

It was in 1957, after attendi ng 
the Hi llsville horse show, that Lynda 
became interested 111 rid ing and 
shO\\ ing horses. H er father bough t 
a pon_,., built a stable and riding 
ring, and that began the ribbon-be
decked career. 

Since then she has shown in horse 
shows all through the area, in both 
Virginia and North Carolina, in the 
pleasure, equ ita tion and three-gaited 
classes. She does practice riding every 
afternoon. A typical show week end 
fi nds the whole fam ily camping out 
on the grounds with other entrants. 

ln H illsville, Lynda is a membe 
of: the Safety Patrol, G irl Scouts, 
band, HiJls,·ille P resbyteri:m C hurch. 

Post-high school plans are st ill un
certain, but fo r Lynda they have to 
include horses and riding. 

Shown up on three-gaited "Little Ella" is 12-year-old Lynda Sowers of Hi111-
ville. Arrayed in front are some of the ribbons and trophies she has won in 
three years of horse show competition. 
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Employees, Sons, Make Baseball News 

P: Providing youth baseball leadership in Logan are from left: Elba Sam
son, C. W. Broughton, Dotte Hanley, T. J. Hanley and R. D. Blevins. BOT
TOM: Playing Little League baseball are Jack Blevins, George Beckett, James 
Napier, Bruce Richmond and Doug Blevins. 

Leadership, Ability Spark Baseball 
In Three Logan County Youth Leagues 

Youth baseball in Logan County 
is getting a real boost from Appala
chian employees and their relatives 
this summer. 

Among those active from the 
Logan plant and district in various 
leagues this year are: 

Little League-C. W. Broughton, 
plant results clerk, coach fo r Rotary 
Wheels ; George, son of J . R. 
Beckett, plant shift supervisor, player 
for Beta Sigma Phi Yankees; and 

Emplo'yees' relatives playing Babe 
Ruth League ball in the Logan area 
include from leh: Richard Walls, 
Michael Hayner and Daniel Egnor. 

Grundy Man's Son 
Wins MVP Award 

Chucky Brown, all-star shortstop, 
.500 hitter, Most Valuable Player. 

Most Valuable Player in the Little 
League play around Grundy is 
Charles "Chucky" Brown, son of 
Charles ]. Brown, Jr., meter service
man at Grundy of the Welch Dis
trict. 

Chucky's Vansant team won the 
area championship with a record of 
11-2, and his booming bat accounted 
for many of the victories. A short
stop by trade, Chucky hi t over .500 
for the season, and played in the Aii
Star game in Bristol. I t was his play 
in this game that won the MVP 
award. The Grundy League had 
previously awarded him a trophy for 
season play. 

Chucky hopes to keep playing, and 
one day to make the major leagues. 

J ames, son of Orville Napier, plant 
mechanical maintenanc e helper, 
player for Rotary Wheels; T. J. 
Hanley, district heating and builder 
sales representative, president of Lo
gan Civic L ittle League; Dotte, his 
wife, secretary of league; C. E. Yea
ger, district engineering aide, player 
agent; Elba Samson, meter reader, 
umpire ; Doug and J ack, sons of 
R. D. Blevins, engineering aide, 
players for Rotary Wheels; a n d 
Bruce, son of ]. L. Richmond, dis
trict superintendent, player for C&O 
YMCA. 

Minor League - Mr. Blevins, 
manager of league activities; Larry, 
son of H. S. J imison, meter service
man, player for Dodgers; Mr. Sam
son, coach for Giants. 

Babe Ruth League-W. M. Walls, 
commercial sales represen ta ti ve, coach 
for Chapmanville Kiwanis; his son, 
Richard, player for same team; Tom
my, son of Mr. Hanley, player for 
Logan Moose ; M ichael, son of D. T. 
Hayner, plant maintenance foreman, 
player for Chapmanville Kiwanis; 
Daniel, brother of Elizabeth L. Eg
nor, plant stenographer, player for 
W. Va. Super M arkets. 

Bruce Richmond, Richard Walls 
and Michael Hayner made the all
star teams in their leagues. League 
champs were C&O YMCA in Little 
League, Giants in Minor and W. Va. 
Super Markets in Babe Ruth. 

Bobby Tillis Wins 
Spot On All-Stars 

I t's a case of "like fa ther, like son" 
in the R. D. Tillis family in Point 
Pleasant ... at least in sports. 

Bobby Tillis, 
1 I -year-old son 
of R. D. Tillis, 
Point Pleasant 
district collec
tor, was picked 
to the Ohio 
Valley All-Star 
Little League 
Baseball team. 
H e was one of 

Bobby Tillis 18 boys picked 
from 3 2 teams 

in Ohio and West Virginia in the 
Point Pleasant area. He has been 
playing Li ttle League ball for three 
years. 

Bobby comes by his interest in 
sports naturally. His father played 
for several years on various softball 
teams, including Appalachian's Point 
Pleasant team, and is presently a 
champion amateur bowler. Mrs. 
Till is is also a top bowler. 

Clinch River Boys 
N.amed All-Stars 

This Way 

Four of fonrteen sons of Clinch 
River plant employees playing L ittle 
League ball in Lebanon this year 
have gained all-star recognition. 

Selected to the honor team were 
Junior, son of Lovell H. McDonald, 
master main tenance nun; Bobby, 
son of Earl E. Farrell, unit foreman; 
Phil, son of Paul B. Blizzard, mainte
nance foreman; and Buell, son of 
Buell Cook, equipment operator. 
M c-Donald and Farrell were mem
bers of the J aycees team, which Mr. 
McDonald managed, Phil played for 
the Giants, league champs, and Buell 
pitched for the Dodgers. 

Also pb ying in the loop this year 
were these sons of employees: Bob 
Kiser, Joe Kiser, Mike McDonald, 
Tommy Bunton, Earl Cri~t, Jr., 
Ernie Cook, Lukie Houchins, Phil 
Senter, Tom Senter and Tommy 
Farmer. Gary Garrett, brother of 
employee H arold Garrett, also played 
in the league. 

Mike Garten sildes into second base during a practice session under the 
watchful eye of C. R. S. Garten, who is not only his father, but his coach 
as well. Mr. Garten, Beckley district assistant local office manager, helped 
manage the Braves in Beckley's Little League this year, and Mike played 
second base and centerfield. The Braves won the city championship, Mike's 
.406 batting average no doubt helping. 

Employees' Boys Pace Little League 

Here is Roy Gregory, coach of the Abingdon Little League All-Stars, and three 
of his brightest lights: his son Charles, David Hutton, and Leon Prater. All 
are sons of district employees. 

Sons of three Abingdon employees 
carried the Abingdon Li ttle League 
team to a district championship and 
to the state tournament. The three, 
Charles Gregory, David Hutton and 
Leon Prater, all were chosen on the 
Abingdon All-Star team. 

Charles, the shortstop, is 11 . His 
father is Roy Gregory, who coached 
the all-star team to its district vic
tory. Mr. Gregory is lineman in the 
Washington County crew. In regular 
season play, Charles was a member of 
the Jaycee team. 

David, also I I, is the son of A. C. 
Hutton, Jr., Abingdon d istrict deal
er sales representative. He was the 
third baseman for the Roundtree 
team. 

Leon, 12-year-old son of J am es E. 
Prater, district heating and builder 
sales representative, is the most ver
sati le player on the squad. H e was 
outstanding as a pitcher, but also 
played every other position on the 
Round tree team, and ended the sea
son with a batting average of .599. 

Competing Cousins 

Competition day and night between father and father, and son and son 
makes the summer interesting for sports fans in Pikeville. Here are David 
and Billy Collier (leh, center) on one team in the Little League, and their 
cousin J. Perry Cline (right) on another, and the game doesn't stop when the 
last out is made. The Collier boys' dad is Jess Collier, district lineman, and 
Perry's is Perry Cline, stationman, and both of them pla'y in the Pikeville 
Church Sohball League. 

Point Pleasant Man 
Manages Winners 

T . J. Rose is a baseball master
mind. Not only did he shepherd his 
Point Pleasant Pony L eague team to 
a first place tie, but also won the 
league ti tic in a playoff. 

M anager Rose, T&D clerk in the 
Point Pleasant district records sec
tion, has I 5 boys on his squad, 
from 12 to 15 years old. Among 
them is Andy W ilson, son of Bessie 
M. Wilson of the accoun ting de
partment. 

Mr. Rose has helped with the sum
mer baseball program in Point Pleas
ant si nce it started seven years ago. 
For six of those years he has managed 
a Pony L eague team, and has been 
secretary of the Mason County Little 
League Association for five. H e en
joys spending his after-work hours 
with the boys, :ind watching their 
abilities grow with the years. 

H e joined the company in 1949, 
and worked as clerk and meter clerk 

----before taking on his present job last 

Ray Langford Has 
Big Year In LL 

"Hold it this way, Ray," seems to be 
the advice Morris Langford is giving 
his son. It must have been good ad
vice, because Ra'y's Little League 
average this year was over .500. 

Lynchburg's Li ttle League Pirates 
owe their high second place finish 
th is ?Car in a large measure to Ray 
Langford. T he sixth grader, son of 
Morris Langford, l ine section, T&D, 
played shortstop, and hit well over 
.500 for the year; he also pi tched 
occasionally. 

Although it was h is first year in 
Little League play, Ray was asked 
to play shortstop for the All-Sta~ 
game August 30. 

H is father was one of the Pirates' 
coaches. 



12 

Mr. Munsey told his bees, "Don't work harder, work smarter," and put them 
to work bottling their honey as well as making it. 

Work Simplification Is Paying Off 
For Bluefield Beekeeper And His Bees 

Everybody knows that bees make honey, and that the beekeeper has to 
put the honey in jars. 

But Bluefield's Woodrow W. Munsey, applying the principles of work 
simplification to his beekeeping hobby, has come U£ with an arrangement 
that forces the bees to can the honey as well as make it. 

He bored sixteen holes sized for wide-mouthed jars in a board, and fitted 
it on top of the superstructure of the h ive. In order to prime the pump a 
little he put a piece of honeycomb in each jar as a starter, and he and the 
bees were in business. The bees took over and began filling the jars with 
honey. 

There's no shortage of supply either, because Mr. Munsey has provided 
his workers with a fi eld of buckwheat in full bloom near his hives. 

The jars he uses hold three pounds of honey each. So this h ive, when 
filled, will provide 48 pounds. Last year, his ten hives supplied 420 pounds; 
this year he expects 63 0 pounds from 16 hives. 

Mr. Munsey is Bluefield station operator. 

Pullen Promoted 
At Cabin Creek 

Joe W . Pullen was promoted J uly 
to the post of supervisor of main

tenance at Cabin Creek plant. 

Mr. Pullen 

A graduate 
of West Vir
ginia Univer
sity, Mr. Pul
len worked for 
Du Pont and 
Westvaco be
fore j oining 
Appalachian in 
March of 195 8. 
He is a regis
tered profes
sional engineer 

m the State of West Virginia. 

W. F. Machir Joins 
Blood Donor Club 

The exclusive Three-Gallon Blood 
Donor Club got a new member re
cen tly-W. F. Mdchir of Point 

Mr. Mochir 

1953. 

Pleasant. 
The 

T&D 
head 

clerk 
joined the club 
when he con
tributed hi s 
24th pint of 
blood to the 
Red Cross. An 
employee since 
1946, he went 
to his present 
position in 

He is a member of the AF&AM, 
Masonic Lodge and Loyal Order of 
Moose. He is married and has three 
daughters. 
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Vote Is A Weapon 

Battle For Freedom Still On, Says Survivor 
Of 1945 Sinking Of The 'USS Indianapolis' 

"Active combat has taken a recess, 
bu t we are still fighting the battle for 
freedom." 

That is the observation of a man 
who was aboard the "USS India
napolis" when it was sunk by a Jap
anese torpedo July 3Q, 1945. The 
man, Shalous E. "Shag" Kees, Ka
nawha River pfant maintenance man, 
was one of 316 survivors of the 
tragedy in which 784 d ied. 

Shag recently returned from In
dianapolis where the survivors of that 
fateful night had a reunion. The re
union, of course, reminded the men 
of that night. But it also gave them 
an opportunity to get re-acquainted. 
It d id something else too--it brought 
to the front a ci ti zen's responsibilities 
in time of peace. 

Shag remembers vividly that J uly 
night and the days following. It was 
84 hours before help arrived for the 
survivors-the ship sank so fast dis
tress signals weren't sent out, and 
normal regulations made no provision 
for reporting a combat ship when it 
failed to show up on time at its port 
of destination. An airplane on rou
tine patrol spotted the men and the 
ship debris. 

But let Shag tell it. "I was lying 
on my back three decks down. When 
the torpedo hit, I made my way to 
the mess and second decks onto the 
main deck and into the electric shop 
where I picked up a life jacket. By 
this time the ship was on its side. I 
had to climb the deck plates to get 
to the rail, where I found a friend 
hanging on. I put a horse collar l ife 
jacket on him and jumped into the 
water with him, but I never saw him 
again. 

"When I hit the water I blew up 
my life jacket and got with a group 
on a life ring. The time in the water 
was a struggle for survival. The 
heavy concentration of oil made us 
ill. Sharks moved ii). at dusk and 
dawn. It was necessary to sleep with 
our hands clasped and our arms 
around our legs to be less susceptible 
to shark bite. A shark brushed by me 
on two occasions. One by one men 
perished from exposure, fatigue, 
sharks and delirium. There was a 
horrible lingering death for many in 
the open sea. I lost consciousness on 
the third evening." 

On his return from the reumon 
Shag said : "Although we are at 

Shag Kees and his family reminisce over scrapbooks relating the sinking of the 
"USS Indianapolis" and the struggle of the survivors. With him ore from left: 
his son Gregory, his wife, his daughter Sheridon and his son Michoel. 

peace we still have a j ob to do in 
preserving our freedom. I t is up to 
all of us as good Americans to take 
an active part in doing all we can 
to preserve our way of life. By this, 
I mean taking an active interest in 
church, school, community and gov
ernmental affairs. 

"We have the freedom to say what 
we please without fear of reprisal, 
and most important, we can vote! A 
person who does not study the va
rious candidates and vote in accord
ance with his true convictions is aid
ing the communist cause." 

At the reunion the survivors heard 
their former commander, Charles B. 
McVay III, warn them that "today 
you will find freedom in jeopardy 
in many parts of the world. Today, 
your former ally, Russia, is attempt
ing to destroy freedom by teaching 
force and political chicanery. Don't 
be fooled by falsehoods and ma
licious propaganda. Be ever on the 
alert to show other nations that your 
country is strong and ever ready to 
fight to preserve the freedom of the 
people who believe as you do." 

And Shag adds: "Under Com
munism the loss of the ship and not 
the loss of the men would have been 
the national tragedy. Our govern
ment is dedicated to men-theirs to 
equipment and machines. This 1s 

what makes our freedom worth fight
ing for. I would fight for it again if 
necessary. All of us should be good 
soldiers for this cause. We can do so 
by exercising our rights as good 
ci tizcns." 

J.M. Spence Takes 
Early Retirement 

Mr. Spence 

Early retirement September 
closed out the 38-year company ca
reer of Johnston M. Spence, meter 
serviceman in Grundy of the Welch 
district. Poor health prompted his 
decision to retire. 

M arried and the father of one 
child, Mr. Pullen lives in South 
Charleston. He is a veteran of Army 
service, and is active in Boy Scout 
work. Ceremony Marks Energizing Of Station 

Mr. Spence started to work for 
the company in December 1922 as 
a groundman, and worked later as 
district serviceman, serviceman, aP,, 
meter serviceman. 

Lions Club Elects 
Engineer President 

Charles E. Lester, test engineer at 
Philip Sporn plant, has been elected 
president of the New H aven Lions 

Mr. Lester 

Club for the 
1960-61 year. 
He has a long 
record of club 
activi ty. 

He was first 
employed by 
the company in 
August 19 5 5 as 
a test engineer. 
He Was born in 
Spencer, W. 
Va., and earned 

his degree in electrical engineering 
at West Virginia University. He 
served in the Navy for nearly two 
years. 

Mr. Lester makes his home in 
New Haven with his wife and 
daughter. 

Civic officials, news media repre
sentatives and company personnel 
looked on as a switch was closed 
August 23 to energize the new West 
Huntington station. 

Frank Perry, assistant mayor of 
Huntington, and J. C. Hansbarger, 
assistant Huntington division man
ager, closed the swi tch during cere
monies that day. The station's 7 5 ,-
000 kva transformer is the largest 
single unit in operation in the dis
trict, and will provide for industrial 
and residential expansion in the city. 

The station is served by a two
mile 13 8,000 volt line from the 
Darrah-South Point line south of 
Huntington. It steps power down 
to 69,000 volts and 34,500 volts. 
It feeds two 3 4, 5 0 0 volt circuits 
now---one west toward Kenova and 
the other east toward Johnson Lane. 

Others attending the ceremony, 
in addition to those pictured, were 
E. C. Rankin, system supervising 
station engineer; G. F. Schwartz, 
district superintendent; G. N. Dog-

r 

Preparing to close the switch that energized the new West Huntington 
station ore these company employees and civic officials. In the picture are 
from left: H. D. Stillman, division manager; H. 0 . Buckland, regionol chief 
dispatcher; Fronk Perry, assistant mayor of Huntington; Harold Frankel, city 
councilman; Robert Ellis, city councilman; J. C. Honsborger, assistant division 
manager; and George Garner, city councilman. 

gett, station supervisor; T. R. Smith, 
service foreman; W. E. Keck, divi-

sion R/w supervisor; and C. M. 
Dunn, administrative assistant. 

H e was born in Dug Spur, Va. Hi; 
company service began in Switchback, 
and he moved to Grundy around 
193 5. He attends First Methodist 
Church in Grundy, but will make 
h is home nearer to those of his seven 
children. 

Kentuckian Honored 
By 'Colonel' Title 

G. C. Branson of Hazard has been 
honored by his home state with the 
ti tie of Ken
tucky Colonel. 

Mr. Branson 
is stores super
visor for the 
Hazard dis
trict. 

His commis
s10n as Ken
tucky Colonel 
came from 
Bert T. Combs, 
governor of the 

Mr. Branson 

state. For news of another Kentucky 
Colonel see page 8. 
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