
I've left the Past in God's 

keeping; - the Future 

His mercy shall clear. The 111.uminator 
Resolved, never to do any

thing w hich I should be 
afraid to do if it were the 

last hour of my life. 
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Sporn Unit 5 Now In Commercial Operation 
500,000-Kilowatt Facility 
Twin Of World's Largest 

The 500,000-kilowatt Unit 5 at Phil ip Sporn Plant went into com-
......._~ ----ial operation December 3 I . · 

~- ~ike its sister un it in I ndima & M ichigan's Breed plant, the new Sporn 
facil ity is larger than any other generating unit in commercial use today. 
It is capable of fulfill ing the elec
tricity requirements of more than a 
million average American homes. 

The new unit boosts the plant's 
capability to 1,100,000-kilowatts, and 
makes it the second largest power 
plant in the world bui lt by an in
vestor-owned public utility, the fifth 
largest steam-electric generating plant 
in the U . S. and the seventh largest 
of any type in the country. 

In producing its half-million kilo
watts the new Sporn unit uses steam 
at 1,050 degrees Fahrenheit and 
pressures of 3,500 pounds per square 
inch. This is well above the critical 
pressure level at which water becomes 
steam without boiling. 

In a pioneering move designed to 
increase efficiency, capacity and com
pactness the un it employs the world's 

Christmas, Cold 
Set Record Peak 
For AEP System 

The American Electric Power Sys
tem established an all-time peak de
mand of 4,877,000 kilowatts Decem
ber 2 1, reached between 6 and 7 
p.m . 

largest water-cooled generator. The 
turbine-generator unit, designed and 
built by General Electric Company, 
has its high and low-pressure sections 
located side by side in the turbine 
room. Each section weighs 875 tons, 
is 11 2-feet long, nearly 2 10-feet 
wide, and stands 150 feet above floor 
level. The only other water-cooled 
generator operating in the U. S. is 
the 40,000-kw turbine generator in
stalled in Appalach ian's Logan plant 
in 1937. 

The new Sporn plant turbine re
ceives its 3-m illion pounds of steam 
an hour from a 23-story boiler that 
contains 220 miles of piping. The 
boiler was built by the Babcock & 
Wilcox Company. Spent gases from 
the furnace exhaust through a 5 5 0-
foot concrete stack. 

Efficiency 

The design and equipment of this 
unit and its Breed plant twin put it 
among the most efficient units ever 
operated to convert fuel energy to 
electrical energy, according to Ph ilip 
Sporn, president of the American 
Electric Power Company and of our 
companies. H e said that the new 
uni t's heat rate is expected to be close 
to 8,5 00 Btu per kilowatthour, the 
lowest heat rate ever achieved in a 
uni t operating on a commercial basis. 
Heat rate is the number of British 

(Sre Sporn Unit, Page 7) 

This river view of Philip Sporn plant shows the new 
500,000 kilowott Un it S at right. The original plant is 

at le~. where can be seen the new stack being constructed 
for the plant's four original 1 S0,000 kilowatt units. 

Moore And Talley Are Winners 
ln ·Annual AEP 'Ideas' Contest 

Appalachian employees have won 
two of the five annual prizes in the 
1960 Operating Ideas competition 
among the American Electric Power 
System's operating companies. 

]. A. Moore, manager of the Cabin 
Creek plant won third prize of $150, 
and C. B. Talley, Charleston district 
manager, won fifth prize of $ I 00. 

Top award of $300 in this year's 
contest was won by E. P. Kreimer, 
superintendent of real estate and 
right of way for Indiana & Michigan 
Electric Company. His winning sug
gest ion, "Condemnation Awards Can 
Be Held To Fair Value,'' was pub
lished in the March issue of AEP 
Operating Ideas. 

the setting and operating condition 
of safety valves." He estimates an
nual savings at the plant by using 
the apparatus of $3,000. 

Notable in the many factors which 
contributed to the record wete cold 
weather and pre-Christmas activity. 
It was the second record peak in 
three days · for the system, the first 
being set Monday, December 19. 
Between I 0 and 11 a.m. that day 
the demand touched 4,753,000 kw. 
This was the greatest demand si nce 
the 1959 record peak of 4,730,000, 
~l·o set December 2 1 of that year. 

New Test Series Announced 
On Larger MHD Generator 

Second prize of $200 went to 
George J. Huber, manager of the 
Muskingum River plant of Ohio 
Power, for h is suggestion, " Improved 
Design Reduces Pipe Erosion." · It 
was carried in the June issue. Fourth 
award of $15 0 was won by T. ]. 
Harding, maintenance foreman at 
Muskingum, for his November story, 
" Improved Ash Gate Stops Leakage 
And W ear." 

The article that earned the fifth
place prize for Mr. Talley was an 
improved method for " H andling 
Peak And Off-Hours Phone Calls", 
and appeared in the January issue 
of the publication. The article de
scribes a system that has been de
veloped at the Charleston district 
office, and refined several times since 
its beginn ing in 1955, for handling 
phone calls at nigh t, on week-ends, 
over hol idays, and at particularly busy 
times of the day. 

_....,i multaneous wi th the system peak 
last month, two member companies 
also established record h ighs the same 
day: Appalach ian, 1,704,000-kw, 
from 5 to 6 p.m., and I ndiana & 
M ich igan Electric Company, 1, 160,-
000-kw, from 6 to 7 p.m. 

Cabinet Chief Picks 
Sporn For Committee 

Philip Sporn, president of Ameri
can Electric Power Company and of 
our companies, .has been named to 
membersh ip on the General T echni
cal Advisory Committee by U. S. 
Secretary of the Interior Fred Seaton. 
T he Committee is attached to the 
Interior Department's Office of Coal 
Research. 

T he 14-member group wi ll advise 
on spending the $I -million appropri
ated by Congress for research proj ects 
dealing with new uses for coal and 
mining and preparation techniques. 
Mr. Sporn's appointment to the 
group is for a total of two years. 

A new experimental electric gen
erator, using the revolutionary pr'in
ciples of magnetohydrodynamics 
(MHD) is undergoing tests at the 
Avco-Everett Research Laboratory in 
E1·erett, Mass. This uni t has a pos
sible power output much greater than 
a pre1•ious model. 

The present generator is an in ter
mediate step between the pioneer 
laboratory device announced last year 
by Avco Corporation and a group of 
I 0 electric utility companies, includ
ing American Electric Power Service 
Corporation, and an eventual full
scale commercial power stat ion. The 
original MHD generator weighed 
three tons and produced I 0 kilowatts 
of power for brief periods. 

Announcement of the first pre
liminary runs on the device were an
nounced last month at the winter 
meeting of the American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers. 

Philip Sporn, president of AEP 
and of our companies, said that "The 
past year's wor'k reinforces ou r belief 
in the great potential ities of M H D 
generation and its development as a 

more economic means of mass power 
generation than any of the existing 
systems." 

Dr. Arthur Kantrowitz, director 
of the Avco-Everett Research Labora
tory, made the announcement in 
"Progress Report of the Basic MHD 
Principles", a paper he read before 
the ASME group. 

The MHD power generator con
sists basically of a very hot ionized 
gas channeled through a powerful 
magnetic field. As the hot gas passes 
through the magnetic field, it gen
erates electri city. This is si milar to 
the well-known principle of genera
tion of electricity by passing a metal 
armature through a magnetic fi eld. 
T he MHD system is mechanically 
simpler than conventional steam gen
eration, because there are no moving 
parts. It promises greater efficiency 
of 25 per cent or more over existing 
power generators. 

Appalachian, Indiana & Michigan 
Electric Company and Ohio Power 
Company are three of the ten com
panies associated with Avco-Everett 
in the MHD program. 

Mr. Moore's third-place article, 
"Easy Way To Test Boiler Safety 
Valves", appeared in the December 
issue of Ideas. His article describes 
a "simple apparatus devised to elimi
nate the necessity of raising steam 
pressure above normal operating levels 
on boilers or other vessels to check 

Mr. Moore 

The system now in use has re
sulted in considerable savings in time 
and manpower, and in addition has 
provided a more satisfactory handling 
of customers' calls. 

In the separate competition for 
the AEP Service Corporation in New 
York, H arold L. Rarden, high-volt
age practices engineer, won first 

(See 'Ideas', Page 3) 

Mr. Talley 



Getting Our 
Name Straight 

vVhat's in a name? 
The general public is confused a bout 

what our companies and t he country's 
other electric utilities shall be called. A 
recent national survey of the public's 
reaction to t erms being used to identify 
the electric utility industry has shown t his 
clearly. The fact is that we are being 
misunderstood and misinterpreted by the 
public. 

Previously we have been referred to as 
"private power" companies. And many 
people, including ourselves, have been 
referring to government-owned power as 
"public power''. How do most people 
int erpret these terms? "Public means 
shares a re put on t he market for the 
public to buy and p rivate is owned by a 
small group or one person " are common 
interpretations . Another is "pu blic is 
something t he public as a w hole can 
enjoy while privat e is enjoyed by a fe~ 
individuals. " Obviously, we a re "Pub lic 
Utilities". 

As a result, our companies, and t he 
rest of the companies in t he AEP System, 
are now using two new terms, rather than 

. ,, d " bl' ,, "private power an p u 1c power. 
These new terms, as brought out in the 
su rvey, are easily understood in their true 
meaning. T hey a re : 

I NVESTOR- OWNED PUBLIC 
UTI LIT Y- Our companies are investor
owned utilities- utilities in which people 
from all walks of life have invested t heir 
money for a profit, in line with ou r free 
enterprise system. T he term also denotes 
that one of our chief a ims is service to 
the pub lic. 

GOVERNMENT POWER-Govern
ment-owned and financed power is called 
government power, a term in ~hich no 
mistake can be made. Cooperatives, such 
as REA, will continue to be referred to as 
co-ops. 

The Customer 
The following anonymou s piece seems 

particularly appropriat e, in view of the 
answers to this month's question, at 
right: 

"The cust omer is not an outsider to our 
'b1,1siness; he is part of our business . . He is 
not an interruption of our work; he 1s the 
pui;pose of it. We are not. doii:g him a 
favor by serving him; he is do.mg us a 
favor by giving us the opportumty to do 
·so. The customer is not dependent upon 
'us; we are dependent upon h im. 

"The customer is not a cold statistic; he 
is a flesh and blood human being with 
feelings and emotions like ou r own and 
with biases and prejudices. He is the 
most important visitor ever in our office, 

. whether he comes in personally or by mail 
or ·over the telephone." 

The Illuminator 

THE ILLUMINATOR 

What do you think you, as an individual 
employee, can do in 1961 to promote bet
ter custome!'.,_ relations for the company? 

W. Z. LEE, Utility Operator, Logan 
Plant 

As an individual employee, I think I could 
possibly help better the company's relation
ship with the public by just being proud of 
my job and passing on to my friends and 
neighbors the friendly association between the 
company and the employees. 

Sometimes just one good word to a friend 
about the company and our association could 
be the difference in his reaction toward the 
company. I also feel it is important that each 
employee whenever he is representi ng the 
company to always deal with the public fairly 
and honestly and give them good and friendly 
service. 

CLYDIA COMBS, Cashier, Hazard 

Promoting good customer relations is similar 
to driving a car. In driving, each occurrence 
requi res a different approach; the same is 
true with each customer. They, too, require 
individual attention whether their dealings be 
paying bills, complaints, or what have you . 

the changes that occur. This would enable 
me to give proper information to questions 
asked by our customers. 

Then, too, I should be helpful and under
standing in all my dealings whether in person 
or other'wise. If an unpleasant situation arises, 
I should be very tactful ; for as a Persian poet 
once said, "One thing that comes not back is 
the spoken word." 

Participation in community activities affords 
the chance of meeting and making friends for 
the company. 

Also, working in a spirit of co-operation 
with my fellow employees would create a 
mood of happiness that would be reflected in 
our attitude toward the public. 

t 

C, E. FRYE, District Collector, Logan 
I believe that each employee can promote 

better customer relations by striving to per
form his or her respective job more efficiently. 
We should also make every effort to better 
acquaint ourselves with company policy. 

In. my opinion, the greatest asset any em
ployee can use in dealing with the public is 
courtesy. A company is judged by the charac
ter of its employees an<;l the i;nanner in which 
they conduct themselves while on or off duty. 

To our neighbors,. whether on or off the 
job, we represent our company and are often 
called upon for information or advice con
cerning the service our company renders. 

A good guide for each of us would be to 
constantly strive to extend to each customer 
the courtesy which we ourselves would appre
ciate. 

It is my belief that I, as an individual em
ployee, can promote good customer relations 
not only on the job by being courteous, pleas
ant, prompt, and understanding but also off 
the job as well by being active in the different 
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BESSIE L. JOHNSON, Head Cashier, 
Lynchburg 

First, I believe I should know about the 
many services of the company and be alert to 

WILBUR WEST, Meterman, Charles-

ton 

I think the old adage, "Do unto others as 
you would have others do unto you," fits very 
nicely here. If I can l ive up to this during 
the coming year, I think I will have done 
much toward promoting good customer re-
lations. · 

I can conduct myself in such a manner that 
the people I meet, both on the job and off the 
·ob, will receive good impressions of me and 
f the company. On the job I can perform 
y duties to the best of my ability. I can 
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treat each customer as an individual and make 
him feel that his problems are my problems, 
and that I am just as interested in solving 
them as he is. 

F. S. RUSSELL, Line Foreman, Kings
port 

As an individual there are many things I 
can do to promote better customer relations 
for the company in 196 1. 

As a member of a line crew, I can respect 
the customers' property by not destroying 
their yards, trees, or flowers. In addition, to 
my friends, neighbors, and customers I meet 
on the job I can tell the company story-how 
we are regulated by government, the large 
amount of taxes the company must pay which 
directly makes our co.mmunity a better place 
to live. 

Just like every other employee, I am the 
company to many of our customers. If they 

·desire information or have a complaint, I can 
either ad vise, correct· or notify the affected 
departme,nt. 

I can continue to learn more about the 
company in order to be better qualified to 
tell our story to the customers. 

LORENE NESTER, Home Service Repre
sentative, Abingdon 

Each e1pployee has the responsibility of pro
moting better customer-company relations in 
1961. Quite often the contact that we, as 
employees, make with the public in our busi
ness and social life is the only contact that 
these people have with the company. Since 
we influence the attitudes and opinions of the 
customers, it is of utmost importance that our 
every action and deed promote good relations. 

As an em.rloyee, I should strive to treat each 
person with the same courtesy, consideration, 
respect and .fast service that I like to receive 
from others. And I should remember that 
service to the 'customer is our reason for being 
in business and that maintaining good customer 
relations insures the future expansion and 
growth of the company. 
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Gavin, Research Figure, 
Elected Director Of AEP 

Line Building - Then And Now 

Lieutenant General J ames J. 
Gavin, combat hero of World War 
TI , and president of Arthur D. Little, 
Inc., has been elected to the board 
of directors of American F.lectric 
Power Company. 

H e joined the Little organization 
in 19 5 8 after retiring from the Army 
with nearly 30 years of service. His 
first assignment with Little, an inter
na tional research and engineering 
firm, was as vice president. I n 1959 
he became executive vice president, 
and in March 1960, president. His 
principal field of interest has been 
···~gemen t research and research 
~nistration. 

General Gavin graduated from the 
U. S. Military Academy in 1929 
with a bachelor of science degree. 
He served at numerous stations in 
this country and abroad, including 
combat command during the invasion 
of France in 1944. His last assign
ments in the Army before retirement 
were in the Weapons Systems E valu
ation Group of the Defense Depart
ment, and as chief of Plans and 
Operations, Plans and Research, and 

Lt. Gen. Jomes Govin 

'Ideas' . • • 
(Cont. f rom Pa gr 1) 

place. His contribution, " Live Line 
Maintenance With Bare H ands," was 
published in the magazine's Decem
ber issue. 

Other Service Corporation wi nners 
were : second-Wayne H. J ohnson, 
distribution engineering section 
head; third- Ray Daley, fire pro
tection engineer; fourth- R. L. 
Retallack, transmission engineer; and 
fifth-E. S. Zobel, transmission en
gineering section head. 

Research and De,·elopment in the 
Department of the Army. 

H e is a member of the American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, and 
is active in the Council of Foreign 
Relations. H e serves on the U. S. 
Chamber' of Commerce's New Fron
tiers of T echnology Committee, is a 
delegate to the Atlantic Congress, and 
is a member of the National Council 
of the Atlantic Union Committee. 

H e is on the College Visiting 
Committee for the Department of 
Physics and the Department of Mili
tary, Naval and Air Science of H ar
,·ard University, a fellow of the H ar
vard Center of International Affairs, 
chairman of the Board of Visitors of 
the Fletcher School of Law and 
Diplomacy, and a li fe trustee of Tufts 
Uni1'ersity. 

General Gavin is the author of 
two books, "War and Peace I n The 
Space Age'', and "Airborne W ar
fare", and has published a number 
of techn ical papers on nuclear wea
pons and missiles. 

Booker To Lead 
Roanoke Chamber 

W. P. Booker, Roanoke district 
manager, has been elected president 
of the Roanoke 
Chambe r of 
Commerce. 

H e was vice 
president last 
year. H e is also 
a deacon in the 
Fi rs t Presby
terian Church, 
member of the 
board of trus
tees of the 
Uni ted Fund, 

Mr. Booker 

commissioner of the Roanoke Rede
velopment and H ousing Authority, 
member of board of trustees of 
Greenvale Nursery, a di rector of First 
Federal Savings and Loan Associa
tion, and a member of the Roanoke 
Country Club, G erman Club and 
Shenandoah Club. 

H e j oi ned Appalachian in 1929 
at Wi lliamson and came to Roanoke 
in 1946. H e became Roanoke dis
trict manager in 19 51. H e is a 
graduate electrical engineer of Le
high University. H e is married and 
has four children. 

These photographs provide o sharp 
contrast in the old ond new ways of 
building Appolochian transmission 
lines. Oxen hauled steel up moun
tains in 1924, when the top photo 
wos taken during construction of the 
132,000 volt St. Albans-Logan line . 
And at right, in 1960, o helicopter 
hauls on entire aluminum structure 
for the 138,000 volt Altavista-Smith 
Mountain line. Muscles provided the 
main force in 1924, as these three 
yoke of oxen illustrate. In one in
stance, 20 yoke of oxen, 40 animals, 
we re needed to drag steel tower mem
bers up a near-vertical mountainside 
through foot-deep mud. But times 
have changed - conside rabty. In 
1960, in the first such use of he li
copters in the U. S., the aluminum 
tower was completely assembled at a 
staging area one and a fifth miles 
from the transmission line path, air
lifted, erected on a concrete footing, 
guyed down and released in less than 
10 minutes after the "chopper" hook
ed on. The he licopter was also used 
in the construction of the South 
Lynchburg-Big Island line . 

Safety Record Earns 

Award For Bluefield 

A Certificate of Merit, in recog
nition of 500,000 consecutive man
hours without a disabling injury, has 
been presented the emplo~·ees of the 
Bluefield district. 

D . C. Duncan, system safety di 
rector, presented the award, which 
was signed by Phi lip Sporn , president 
of AEP and of our companies; R. F.. 
Hodges, Appalachian vice presiden t 
and general manager ; and Mr. 
Duncan. 

The manhour record was accumu
lated from October 16, 1959 to Oc
tober 20, 1960. It is the second 
time the 294 employees in the Blue
field area have won the Certifica te
the first came during a 195 7-58 
period. The latter year was one of 
a perfect safety record fo r the dis
trict. 

~tation Explosion Cuts Kingsport Service 
Christmas shopping by candleligh t 

was the fash ion in some Kingsport 
stores the Wednesday before Christ
mas after a 4-KV line circuit breaker 
explosion cut off electric sen-ice to 
the down town section at 3 :40 a.m. 

The explosion occurred at the com
pany's Cumberland station. Damage 
to the buildi ng centered around the 
upper front, which was pushed out 
about six inches by the blast. J. E. 
Wright, vice president and general 
manager, estimated the damage at 
$70-75,000. The cause was deter
mined through i111•estigation to be 
fa ilure of the breaker. 

H enry Gil reath, PBX operator in 
the service building next door to the 
station, immediately summoned sta
tion and line personnel after the ex
plosion. 

Working at temperatures that 
ranged from two to ten degrees, 
crews had restored the two circui ts 
t hat served the business district east 
of Broad Street by 8 :40 a.m. By 

Kingsport Utilities men surve y the damage c.oused by an explosion at the 
company's Cumberland station December 21 . The; mishap knocked out e lectric 
service in downtown Kings,port for o few hours. 

noon , the remaining two circuits were serv ice was restored by m id-after-
on wi th limi ted capacity. Normal noon . 

Employee Killed 

In Auto Accident 

Mr. Rasnake 

Carson Rasnake, 3 5, Abingdon 
lineman in the Dickenson County 
crew, was killed December 3 when 
his car plunged over a 11 0-foot em
bankment and landed in a creek south 
of H aysi. 

A native of Cle,•eland in Russell 
Coun ty, he was employed by Appa
lach ian in February 1958. H e had 
previously worked as a lineman for 
R. H. Bouligny and Floyd S. Pike, 
con tractors. 

H e is sun-ivcd by his wife, one 
son, one daughter, hi s parents, eight 
brothers and two sisters. Funeral 
seTl'ices were conducted December 6 
in the Hurricane Fork Baptist 
Church and burial was in Russell 
Memorial Cemetery at Lebanon. 

Kiwanis Of Narrows 
Headed By Abolin 

T. W. Abolin has been elected 
president of the Narrows Kiwanis 
Club and will 
be installed this 
mo" th. 

Th e Glen 
L~·n plant man
ager is also a 
member of the 
First Christian 
Church a nd 
Ad,·isory Board 
of the Indus
t rial Manage
ment Club and 

Mr. Abolin 

a director of the Giles County Cham
ber of Commerce. 

A Purdue University graduate, he 
joined the company in 1948 at Logan 
and was assistant plan t manager at 
Kanawha R iver before going to Glen 
Lyn as plant manager April I , 1959. 

H e is married and has five chil
dren. 

'World' Article Written 

By Two Kingsport Men 

An article by P. R. Dunn, general 
serviceman, and E. A. Clay, engi
neering aide, appeared in the De
cember 26 issue of Electrical World. 

The article, "Thermal Timer Pro
tects Graphic Instruments," appeared. 
in the Electric Utility M ethods Sec
tion. 
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Point Pleasant District 

H. E. Rhodes, Jr., co-op student 
from the University of Cincinnati, 
has returned to work after a session 
in school. 

Philip Sporn Plant 

Welcome to two new employees, 
both laborers - William L. Powell 
and Russell E. Few .. . Charles P. 
Coughlin, laborer, has resigned. 

Elections spotlighted the news in 
Kingsport .. . Joan Clayman, cashier, 
was elected president of the Kings
port Girls' Cotillion Club ... James 
T. Duncan, local office manager, was 
re-elected as secretary of the Kiwanis 
Club, h is 14th term in the office ... 

· Jimmy, son of Keene Wh ite, payroll 
supervisor, was elected president of 
the National Honor Society at Robin
son Junior High School. 

Pulaski 

A. E. Lemons, dealer sales repre
sentative, has been named chairman 
of long range planning in the Pulaski 
County Chamber of Commerce. 
Named as directors were A. F. 
Horne, district manager, Mr. Lem
ons, and Mrs. Earl Owens, wife of 
the local office assistant manager, who 
represents the Shiloh community. 

Abingdon District 

More honors flocked to Abingdon 
employees in several fields ..• James 
B. White, assistant district manager, 
was elevated to president of the Vir
ginia Highlands Dance Society, while 
Paul Dunn, administrative assistant, 
was named to the Society's board of 
direcr0rs ... Mr. White was also 
nam.~d vice chairman of the Ocanosta 

District of the Boy Scouts ... In a:i 
impr,:ssive ceremony, where 12 
southwest Virginians became United 
States citizens, F illmore McPherson, 
J r., cl.istrict manager, delivered th.: 
principal address. In his remarks he 
pointed to the new ci ti zens' responsi
bi lities ... Anne Poff Walsh, local 
accounting, has resigned. 

Welch District 

The First Presbyterian Church in 
Welch .has named two new deacons- 
W. C. Groseclose, admin istrative as
sistan t, and J. A. Barnes, district 
engi n.~er . . . David L. Kend rick, 
commercial sales representative, has 
been elected first vice president of 
the Grundy Chamber of Commerce 
... Mrs. Nancy Stover, Grundy 
contr:ict clerk, has resigned. 

Clinch River Plant 

Welcome to new employee J immy 
Lee Ferguson, laborer. 

Glen Lyn Plant 

Congratulations to I S-year-old 
Phyllis Jane Clemons, daughter of 
D. R. C lemons, and to 17-year-old 
Willie C. Weatherly, daughter of 
J. C. Weatherly, for their election 
to the National Honor Society at 
Oakvale H igh School. Miss Clemons 
is also a cheerleader .~. George A. 
Thwaites, utility man, has been 
elected secretary of the G iCoVa 
Wild!ife Association, Inc. 

Bluefield District 

Employees' children have been ac
tive in school and church activities 
during the past month . . . Ann, 
daughter of W. J. Gillespie, Jr., di>
trict manager, was a member of the 
cast of "Tne Purple Door Knob." 
The play was given by the members 
of the junior class of Graham High 
School, Bluefield, Va. _Ann was also 
recently chosen publicity chairman 
of the Y. W. A. at the College Ave-

Appalachian Power Company 

Bluefie ld District 
JOHN A. DANLEY from credit and collection clerk to contract clerk. senior: 

ALBERT B. HERALD, JR., from T&D clerk to lineman C: GRADY L. PARKER 
from district electrical engineer to division commercial sales engineer. 

Charleston District 

RICHARD ISNER from T&D clerk to material clerk. 

Clinch River Plant 

ARNIE A. NESTER from utility man to results helper. 

Loqan District 
COONlE HAGER, JR., from truck driver-groundman to lineman C. 

Roanoke District 

S. F. PLYBON from meter serviceman B to meter serviceman A. 

Philip Sporn Plant 

JAMES L. FRY from laborer to coal handler; CARL J. GIBBS from laborer 
to helper. 

THE ILLUMINATOR 

New Interest 

Alice Coalter, Bluefield division powe r 
billing clerk, has a new hobby to go 
with her sewing and painting : she 
has taken up ballet. Mrs. Coalter 
has taken lessons for the past year. 
She also enjoys painting in pastels, 
water colors and oils, but her biggest 
hobby is her eight-year-old son, Kim. 

high school consolidation in Patrick 
County, has also been appointed 
chairman of a committe to prepare a 
report on the findings and recom
mendations of the steering committee 
. . . D. F. Gravely, draftsman, was 
given a housewarming by fr iends and 
employees in the T&D meter depart
ments •.. Mac Romero, husband 
of Betty Romero, T&D clerk, was 
elected deacon of the Villa Heights 
Baptist Church ... Larry Beheler, 
son of A. B. Beheler, customer service 
representative, has enlisted in the 
Air Force and is stationed at Lak<!
land Air Force Base, Florida. 

Lynchburg District 

Several employees have been named 
to working committees of various 
groups .. . George D. Capito, stores 
supervisor, has been appointed to a 
committee of the Virginia Advisorv 
Legislature Council to study •h.e 
peaceful uses of atomic energy. From 
the study, recommendations will be 
made to the General Assembly . . 
F. M . Cloyd, administrative assistant, 
has been appointed to the farm show 
committee of the Lynchburg Cham
ber of Commerce . . . D'. C. Ken-
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Justice, meterman, had charge of the 
lighting and electrical work for the 
production ... Mrs. Corea has also 
been installed as a charter member 
of the new chapter of the National 
Secretaries Association (Interna
tional). 

Huntington District 

It was a month in which em
ployees' chi ldren received recogni
tion in several areas . . . Karen , 
daughter of P. M. Vannoy, division 
power sales engineer, was elected vice 
president of the Alpha Tri-Hi-Y 
Club at Huntington High School ... 
Tohn, son of B. C. Hoover, line engi
neer, was named treasurer of the 
Huntington East High School chap
ter of the National Honorary Torch 
Sociew . . . Sandra, daughter nf 
T. M. Payne, meter serviceman, 
elected vice president in charge ot 
recreation fo r the Future Home
makers' Club at Vinson High School 
. . . And as part of the Optimist 
Club's observance of Youth Apprecia
tion Week, pictures of 164 outstand
ing students from area high schools 

d isplay in the window 
of the company office. Among the 
pictures were those of Bari, daughter 
of Paul R. Baker, division commer
cial; Bill, son of W. F. Huss, AEP 
lab; and Phil, brother of Sharon 
Neff, AEP lab. 

Logan District 

J. Howard Rapier, who was certi
fied a first aid instructor only last 
year, is already putting his train ing 
to work-he is teaching, two nights 
a week, the standard course to mem
bers of the Logan Cathol ic Youth 
Organization. 

Logan Plant 
nedy, district manager, has been 

nue Baptist Church in Bluefield . . . rtamed chairman of the personnel 
Freda, daugh ter of Lewis C. Thomas, committee and L. G. Dougan, per-
division commercial sales representa- sonnel supervisor, has been named to M. F. Morrison, personnel super-
tive, has been installed as president the public relations committee of the visor, was elected president of the 
f h Y W A J d . h d h YMCA. Men's Bible Class at Logan's First o t e . . . . . . u 1 t , aug -

ter of Otto Bressler, retired em--t--'----------------.1-B_a.:_p_tiL..t- Church. 
ployee, has been chosen as a member 
of the chorus at Mary Washington 
College. Miss Bressler is a junior 
majoring in music ... Employees, 
too, have been recognized for their 
participation in area church work ... 
Willi :i:n L. Myers, Princeton mete1 

(Sec B luefield, Page 5) 

Roanoke District 

Charitable works by two employee 
groups highlighted the month .. 
Profits from the vending machines 
which sen-e the T &D engineering, 
meter-sen-ice, l ine and station, stores, 
garage, range service and system 
meter departments, amounting to ap
proximately $15 0, were turned over 
to the City Rescue Mission in Roa
noke to buy clothes for needy chil
dren . . . The Camavo Club, made 
up of employees on the first and 
second floors of the main office build
ing, donated $ 7 5 to the Salvation 
Army Christmas Basket Bureau . . . 
J. T. McLain, air conditioning engi
neer, has been elected president of 
the Roanoke Rabbit Club for the 
seventh consecutive year. His wife 
was elected secretary-treasurer. T. W. 
Jett, general serviceman, and his wife 
were elected to the board of directors, 
he for three years, she for one. 

Fieldale Dist rict 

A variety of activities kept Fieldale 
employees busy ... W. H. Kahle, 
Stuart lineman, one of a 30-member 
coun ty steering committee studying 

Williamson District 

Mrs. Lorrayne Corea, secretarial
stenographer, served as wardrobe and 
program chairman of the first pro
duction of the newly organized Tug 
Valley Community Players. Leonard 

Pikeville District 

The commercial department held 
its annual C hristmas get-together at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. A. H. 
Jopp. He is district commercial 
manager. 

Switchgear Discussions Highlight 

Annual Company Breaker ConferencP 

Studying some pictures and diagrams used in the circuit breaker conference 
were these employees, from left: G. S. Nease, Jr., Huntington; J. J. Harman, 
Jr., Bluefield; W. S. Shanks, Roanoke; J. E. Beehler, New York; R. C. Scarlett, 
Kingsport; W. L. Nuhfer, Cabin Creek plant; M. C. Clark, Point Pleasant; 
and G. W. Fernatt, Roanoke. 

Low and high voltage switchgear 
were the subjects for discussion dur
ing the annual circuit breaker con
ference held November 29-Decem-
ber I in Roanoke. -

Representatives from Appalachian 
system, divisions and districts as well 
as Kingsport and the AEP Service 
Corporation attended. A part1c1pa
tion meeting, discussions made up 

the main program, and several visual 
aids were utilized. 

Purpose of the meeting was the 
exchange of ideas, experience and 
knowledge to reach a mutual agree
ment and understanding of the meth
ods and procedures in the modern iza
tion, installation and maintenance 
programs of circuit breakers in the 
system network. 
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Prize Fish Catches Result In Prize Checks 4-H Group To Be Led Martin Promoted 
In Rocky Mount 

Winners in the Roanoke Rod and Reel Club prove that 
they are as good at catching prize checks as they are 
at catching prize fish. From le~ are C. 0. Roberson pre-

senting awards to F. F. Webb, W. A. Henley, R. S. 
Haskins, L. D. Price, R. H. McDearmon and K. K. Hubbard. 
The awards were for 1960 catches. 

Another successful year has been 
completed by the 142 members of 
the Roanoke Rod and Reel Club. 
Membership is made up of Appala
chian employees in Roanoke. 

Eight employees won annual prizes 
for catches during the year. First 
prize winners were: L. D. Price, 
draftsman, 8-pound, 6-ounce large 
mou th bass at Philpott Dam; R. S. 

Pioneer Retires 
From Williamson 

William H enry Stratton, who be
gan h is career as a teamster, retired 
December 31 as Williamson district 
·line and station supervisor. 

At retirement he had 33 contin
uous years of service, but broken serv
ice dating back to 1919 brings his 
total to 3 5 0 years. He first worked 
in the Pikeville district as a teamster, 
and was laborer, lineman and fore
man before going to Williamson in 
March 1943. There he was general 
foreman before becoming line and 
station supervisor. 

He was the third man in the 
American Gas and Electric Company 
(now American Electric Power) to 
receive the Samuel l nsull Award for 
saving human lives from electric 
shock. In connection wi th this award 
he was given a lifetime First Aid 
Certificate signed by H erbert 
Hoover, then president of the United 
States. During his entire service with 
the company he never lost time be
cause of an accident. 

Mr. Stratton was born at Johns 
l";reek, Ky. and attended school there. 

; is a member of the International 
-Order of Odd Fellows and is past 

Noble Grand of the local lodge. H e 
is a 32nd degree Mason and Shriner, 
and serves as color guard in the Big 
Sandy Patrol. His hobbies are garden
ing and raising flowers, berries of all 
kinds and poultry. H e is married 
and has four children and ten grand
children. 

Mr. Stratton 

Haskins, dra ftsman, 4-pound, 3-
ounce small mouth bass at James 
R iver; F. F. Webb, system control 
wireman, 2-pound, 5-ounce trou t, 
Floyd Count y (won't divulge 
stream); W . A. Henley, draftsman, 
3-pound, 4-ounce pike at Claytor 
Lake; K. K. Hubbard , engineering 
aide, 3-pound, I 3-ounce catfish at 
Roanoke River ; and R. H. McDear
mon, retirement cost clerk, I -pound, 
I-ounce crappie, farm pond. 

Second prizes went to Haskins, 
large mou th bass; Webb, small mouth 
bass; Hubbard, trout; J. H. Witt, 
l ine foreman, catfish; and R. G. Gar
rett, draftsman, crappie. 

Next year, club members decided, 
prizes will also be offered for striped 
bass. The 1961 con test will run from 
J anuary 1 to November 30. 

Officers for next year include L. D. 
Price, president; F . F . Webb, vice 
president; and E . M. Payne, secre
tary-treasurer. 

Opie Pridemore 

Retires At Plant 

Mr. Pridemore 

Opie Pridemore, Logan plant 
.i ani tor, retired January I after 17 
years of service. 

He joined the company February 
22, 1943 as a laborer, and has been 
a guard and janitor. Previous to 
company employment, he worked at 
a saw and stave mill for 20 years, 
and also worked on Logan plant con
struction . 

A native of Logan County, he at
tended the Barker School and served 
with the Army during World War I. 
He is a member of the Chapmanville 
Church of Christ and has a son, a 
daughter and five grandchildren. 

He plans to keep busy in retire
ment by working at his service sta
tion with his son and by farming 
during the summer. Raising horses 
is one of his interests. 

Use, Not Abuse, 
Health Insurance 
For Most Value 

Your family car is an investment. 
Naturally you want to protect anv 
investment you make. So, you play 
it smart. 

You don't burn up the motor, hot
rodding it around town. You take 
good care of that car. You know that 
if you do push the engine beyond its 
limits, you'll soon end up with a 
wornout vehicle you can't drive or 
sell. 

Your health insurance is an "in
vestment," too. Yet a lot of folks 
don't think of i t in that way. For
getting the real purpose of health 
insurance, they put it to uses for 
which it was not intended. Like the 
family car driven too hard and too 
fas t, the maintenance costs on insur
ance then climb and the overall value 
of coverage d iminishes. 

The secret of getting the most 
value for each J1ealth insurance dolla1 
you invest calls for USING, not 
ABUSING, your pol icy. To do this 
you need to know what insurance is, 
what it can and cannot do, and how 
to use it properly. 

(From a pamphlet of the Ameri 
can M edical Association.) 

New Safety Quiz 
Holds Interest 

K. C. Morris, engineering aide, 
Point Pleasant district, has applied 
television technique to safety by de
vising a quiz game for use during 
safety programs. 

Two teams of four employees each 
are chosen, and seated at tables, with 
a judge and a timekeeper in the 
middle. T eam captains draw num
bers from a box which correspond to 
numbered questions held by the 
judge. Each team is allowed one 
minute to answer, and the first an
swer is the final one. One point is 
awarded for a correct answer, and 
one taken away for a wrong one. 
The team wi th the best score after 
eight questions is declared the win
ner, and faces a challenge from a 
new team. Prizes are awarded each 
team member after every victory. 
Questions asked during the Point 
Pleasant safety program concerned 
safe driving and first aid. 

There were actually two winners 
at the meeting. Tommy Rose, Jim 
Barnette, Tom Jewell and Jim Mor
rison made up one team, and Paul 
Sayre, J. R. Crump, M. C. Clark 
and C. W. Jewell. 

Again By Ashlander 

His outstanding wc>rk with 4-H 
clubs has earned another honor for 
D avid Criswell. 

The Ashland 
district residen
tial and rural 
sales rcpresen ta
ti ve has been 
re-elected to his 
Ii fth te rm as 
president of the 
Carter County 
4-H C l ub 
Council. 

H e has serv-

Mr. Criswell 

ed two te rms as president of the Dis

tri ct 4-H Club Council comprising 

19 Kentucky counties, and lias twice 

been a delegate to the state 4-H Club 
organization. 

Samuel H. Martin, utility clerk, 
has been promoted to local office su
pervisor in the 
Rocky Mount 
office of the 
Ro-anoke dis
tri ct. 

Mr. Martin 
joined Appala
chian in Janu
ary 1949. H e 
has worked as 
cashier, general 
clerk and uti lity 
clerk before his 
present promotion . 

Mr. Martin 

A. native of Rocky Mount, he li1·es 
there with his fami lv. He is a grad
uate of Rocky Mo~nt High School 
and Nationai Business College in 
Roanoke. 

Bluefield District Personals • • • 
(Cont. from P age 4) 

reader, recently received his Certi fi
cate of Ordination as a deacon of 
the First Baptist Church in Prince
ton ... Charles B. Yearout, division 
personnel supervisor, and Willard A. 
f ohnson, Princeton meter reader, 
have also been installed as deacons 
in the f _irst Presbyterian Church in 
P rinceton ... Ray Nunnery, divi
sion meterman, has been elected 
treasurer of the M en's Club of the 
Westminster Presbyterian Church in 
Bluefi~ld ... Ernest W. L inkous, 
assistant stores supervisor, who is pres
ently high scorer in the Appalachian 
Bowling League and in the Bluefield 
City Bowling League, was a partici
pant in the Knights of Columbus 
Bowling Tournament held December 
4 in Roanoke . . . Congratulations 
to Harry H. Yost, summer employee 
and brother of Vernon B. Yost, 
laborer. Harry was presented the 
Jaycees' Little Eight Sportsmanship 
Citation by the Bedford J unior 
Chamber of Commerce. H e is an 

Service 

W . G. Gourley 
Fie Ida le 

30 Years 

H. J. Collins 
Logan 

25 Years 

R. E. Preston 
Huntington 
20 Years 

L. L. Koontz 
System 

30 Years 

Hurston Swiney 
Logan 

25 Years 

J . W . Frey 
Sporn Plant 
20 Years 

Emory and Henry halfback and a 
junior from Bluefield, Va . .. . Mrs. 
Lois K. Reunion, division secretarial
stenogr:ipher, and Mrs. Mary Ruth 
Chambers, system secretarial-stenogra
pher, were instrumental in the estab
l ishment of a National Secretaries 
Association (International) chapter 
in Williamson. Charter members of 
the Tug Valley Chapter of the 
N . S. A. were installed December 3 
by Mrs. Rounion, division v ice presi
dent, with Mrs. Chambers officiating 
as toastmistress . . . Mrs. Ray C. 
Heldreth, wife of the division dealer 
sales representative, was the red rib
bon winner of the H ouse Vines Sec
tion of the 1 960 Christmas Flower 
Show ·· entitled ' 'Our H eritage
Christmas." Mrs. Morriss M. Yost, 
wife of the station supervisor, and 
Mrs. Paul E. Hilliard, wife of the 
division supervising engineer, both 
representing the Cumberland H eights 
Garden Club, decorated the Christ
mas tree which won the blue ribbon 
award at the same show. 

Vetera,ns 

Boyd Thompson 
Huntington 
30 Years 

0. L. Bennett 
Logan 

25 Years 

J . E. Ford 
Kingsport 
20 Years 

P. C. Kelsey 
Huntington 

25 Years 

C. B. Dunn 
System 

20 Years 

H. R. Ballard 
Cabin Creek 

20 Years 
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It's His Hobby 

Teaching First Aid, Safety "Gratifying" 
All hobbies are entertaining, and 

some are even instructive, but the one 
James H. H aley, Jr., has is perhaps 
the most valuable of all: he is an 
instrument of mercy and aid. 

It's a gratifying pastime, says the 
Lynchburg customer service repre
sentative, to work with the Life
Saving Crew, and to teach fi rst aid 
courses, because he has "in my hands 
the power, with God's will, to relieve 
suffering and even restore life." 

" I started this hobby by accident," 
says Mr. Haley. "In the early I 930's 
the Lynchburg Life-Saving- Crew was 
formed. They were having trouble 
getting members, so I joined up to 
help things along, planning to stay 
for two or three vears and then re
sign." The "tw~ or three years" 
stretched to 15 , with Mr. Haley serv
ing the crew in various capacities and 
helping ou t wherever and whenever 
he was needed. 

When he joined he took the Red 
Cross First Aid Course. In 1940 he 
earned his instructor's certi ficate, and 
later took the Industrial Manage
ment Safety Course. During the war, 
as a Civilian Defense worker, Mr. 
H aley taught the standard course to 
22 groups, with membership ranging 
from I 0 to 3 5 persons, and requiring 
I 5 to I 8 hours of class time. Since 
the war he has taught another 19 
classes. 

H e has worked very closely with 
the scouting movements, civic clubs 
and the Lynchburg safe ty council, 
and held special classes and demon
strations on artificial resuscitation in-

J. C. Miller, 58, 
Dies In Roanoke 

Mr. Miller 

J . C. Miller, Appalachian senior 
appraisal engineer, died D ecember 
23 after a brief illness. H e was 5 8. 

Mr. Miller joined the I nterstate 
Power Company, an Appalachian pre
decessor, in Charleston in 1924. H e 
worked in the constr'uction depart
ment on 138,000-volt lines before 
transferring to Appalachian's valua
tion department in 1930. His job 
then was valuation and inventory. 
N ine years later he transferred to 
American Electric Power Service 
Corporation, and performed valuation 
duties all over the AEP system. In 
1948 Mr. Miller returned to Roa
noke and Appalachian as valuation 
engineer. 

He was a member of Lakeland 
Masonic Lodge, and was an elder in 
the First Christian Church of Roa
noke. 

He is survived by his wife, his 
father, two brothers, and four sisters. 
Services were held in Roanoke De
cember 25, and burial took place in 
Forest Lawn Cemetery in Logan, 
W. Va. 

Appalachian's James Haley explains body pressure points to an employee of 
American Cyanamid Company in Lynchburg. This was one of the classes 
in first aid Mr. Haley has taught over the years. Cyanamid's 10-year acci
dent-free record testifies that they take their safety and first aid work seriously. 

increasing numbers on the highway 
and in the home. Better safety edu
cation and wider first aid training can 

Appalachian Power Company 

Abinqdon District-IS YEARS: J . L. OSBORNE, heating and builder sales 
representative. 

Beckley District-IS YEARS: E. L. IlUTCIIINSON, area serviceman. 5 
YEARS: B. C. TllOMAS, lineman. 

Cabin Creek Plant-20 YEARS: H. R. BALLARD, coal and ash equipment 

Charleston District-15 YEARS: ARVIN I. BAILEY, lineman; LELAND \V. 
PRICE, line foreman; MARL D. PROWSE, line foreman; WILLTAM L. SALMONS. 
draftsman. 

Clinch River Plant-10 Yl..:A RS: BCELL COOK. equipment operator; ELWELL 
L. KIMMELL, junior maintenance man. 

Fieldale District-30 YEARS: \\'. G. GOuRLEY, dist rict superintendent. •11 

YEARS: A. L. BRADSHAW, meter service helper. 

Huntington District-30 YEARS: BOYD THOMPSON, groundman. 25 YEAR.3: 
PAUL C. KELSEY, division line engineer. 20 YEARS: ROY E. PRESTON, 
groundman. 15 YEARS: E. LAWSON BAILEY, division commercial and indus
trial sales supervisor; WOODROW HOLBROOK, division dealer sales co-ordinator. 
10 YEARS: SUE COLEMAN, secretarial stenographer. 5 YEARS: JAMES H. 
BLANCHARD, electrical engineer; THOMAS R. GIBSON, material clerk; 
WALTER HARRIS, lineman; A. LEE HODGES, lineman; E. C. HUGHES, J R., 
lineman. 

struction, bleeding control, and other 
aspects of first aid. Mr. H aley has 
for some time given his special talents 
to the Boy Scout Safety Commi ttee 
as a member. 

cu t down the toll. To do that- that's Logan District-35 YEARS: R. L. WIDNER, truck driver-groundman. 25 
my hobby." YEARS: 0. L. BENNETT, division residential and rural sa les development 

That there is a need for more 
people trained in first aid and safety 
work is obvious to him. "Each year, 
there are injuries and deaths in ever-

Long Service Ends 
With Retirement 

Mr. Matney 

H arry Matney, Ashland service
man and a 36-year veteran, retired 
December 1. 

He began his service with the 
Louisa Light & Power Company, 
Kentucky predecessor, in May 1924. 

Mr. Matney attended Louisa 
schools. H is hobbies are reading and 
h unt ing, and he is married and the 
father of three children. 

H e was presented a watch and 
sweater from the 25th Street sub
station employees at the district's 
Christmas party. 

Sporn Man Enters 
Military Service 

Larry C. Lieving, Philip Sporn 
plant auxiliary equipment operator, 

Mr. Lieving 

has e nt ered 
mil itary service. 

H e is sta
tioned at Fort 
Knox, Ky., in 
Compan y B, 
13th Battalion 
of the U. S. 
Army. 

H e was em
ployed as a la
borer M arch 
30, 1956. H e 

became utility operator before mov
ing to his present position in June 
1960. 

-----------------+re= r<"es""e.::.:n.::.:ta;:.:t;.:.;iv:..::e; H. ]. COLLINS, district personnel supervisor; M. M. DONOHOE, 
station man; HURSTEN SWINEY, work ing foreman. 15 YEARS: C. E. YEAGER, 
ngineering aide. Glen Lyn Plant Man 

Three-Gallon Donor 
total of 24 pints of blood has 

been given to the American Red 
Cross by E d
ward J. Stalker, 
who was re
cently awarded 
his three-gallon 
donor pin. 

The Gle n 
Lyn plant stores 
supervisor is the 
son of the late 
E. A. Stalker, 
former assistant 
manager of the 

Mr. Stalker 

Roanoke accoun ting department. He 
was employed February 9, 1942 as 
a maintenance man. 

H e resides at Rich Creek with his 
wife and is acti,·e in community 
affairs. 

Logan Retir.ee 
Is Florida-Bound 

Mr. Donohoe 

After 25 years of service, M. M. 
Donohoe, Logan district station man, 
has taken early retirement. 

Employed December 3, 1935 , h e 
has worked as a laborer, electrician's 
helper, maintenance man and station 
man. All of his service has been in 

a station crew. 
Born in W alton, W. Va., he at

tended P utnam County schools. Ac
ti ve in the M ethodist Church, his 
hobby is woodworking. H e is mar
ri ed and has one daughter and a 

grandson. 
His retirement plans called for 

moving to Ft. Lauderdale , Fla., at the 
end of December 1960. 

Lynchburg District- IS YEARS: C. \\/. HOGAN, utility clerk. 

Point Pleasant District-15 YEARS: P. II. STEENBERGEN, JR., district 
ngineer. 

Pulaski District-35 YEARS: \\/.JI. SPANGLER, line supervisor. 15 YEARS: 
. P. LAWSON, local office supervisor; E. A. MARTIN, lineman; C. S. SUTHERS, 
eter reader; \V. A. WILSON, meter reader. 

Roanoke District-15 YEARS: ]. E. FITZGERALD, groundman; MARY M. 
ACOBS, personnel clerk. 10 YEARS: \V. R. ZIMMERMAN, appliance scrvicc-

1 an. 

Philip Sporn Plant-20 YEARS: JACK W. FREY, assistant shift operating 
1gineer. 10 YEARS: DARRELL C. HOFFMAN, instrument maintenance man; 

EDWARD A. RYAN, maintenance man. 5 YEARS: ALTON F. ROUSH, janitor. 

System-30 YEARS: L. L. KOONTZ, supervisor of resident ial and rural sales. 
20 YEARS: C. B. DUNN, draftsman. 10 YEARS: KATHLEEN MARTIN, 
private secretary, junior. 5 YEARS: J. R. DAVENPORT, administ rative assistant. 

Welch District-35 YEARS: CARL J. PERRY, station operator. 15 YEARS: 
STEVE DUDASH, station man. 

Williamson District-10 YEARS: LEE COMPTON, groundman. 

Kentucky Power Company 

Hazard District- 10 YEARS: VERNON HURT, truck driver-groundman. 

Pikeville District-IS YEARS: RALPJ f DA~t!RON, dist rict ch ief of party; 
CHANDOS TACKETT, power sales engineer. 

Kingsport Utilities, Inc. 

20 YEARS: JAMES E. FORD, general serviceman. 15 YEARS: TIPTON 
HATCHER, T&D clerk ; HAROLD L. POWERS, PBX operator. 

Rull, Slade, Vermillion Named 
To Lead Welch "Ole Timers" Club 

The Welch "Ole Timers Club" 
last man th chose new officers to lead 
it during the coming year. 

Selected were R. H. Ruff, power 
sales engineer, president; Ralph 
Slade, station supervisor, vice presi
dent; and J. H. Vermillion, meter 
service foreman, secretary-treasurer. 
Sank Smith, personnel supervisor, is 
the retiring president. 

Rev. Raymond Adkins, W i 
Baptist Church, was the principar' 
speaker. Slides of the r.ecent Welch 
Veterans D ay Parade were shown. 

Among the long-service employees 
present were three retired men: Steve 
Bell, J ohn W. H ouse, and J ohn 
Ratliff. Over 5 00 years of service 
were represented at the meeting. 

New officers of the Welch "Ole Timers Club" following their election: Vice 
President Ralph Slade, President R. H. Ruff, Secretary J . W. Vermillion. 
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Briefing his crew in a tailboard conference before work starts is V. A. Syck, 
Pikeville line foreman, at right. His crew is made up of, from left: Raymond 
Scott, lineman; Shirley Ratliff, graundman; Wilson Tibbs, groundman; Albert 
Webb, truck driver-groundman; and Homer Helvey, lineman. 
..,, 

ailboard Conference Gets Sprucing 

To Make It Even Mor.e Valuable Tool 

The tailboard conference, long a 
useful tool for briefing line crews 
at the job site on the work at hand, 
has been made even more valuable. 

Glenn G. Brammer 

Of System Retires 

Mr. Brammer 

Glenn G . Brammer, system opera
tions coordinator and a veteran of 40 
years of service wi th the company, 
has retired due to ill health. 

Born at Rock Camp in Lawrence 
County, 0., he joined the company 
December 1, 1920 as an operator at 
Logan plant, then part of the Ken
tucky & West Virgi nia Power Com
pany. In 1926, he was transferred 
to Switchback as an assistant chief 
dispatcher. H e was promoted to chief 
dispatcher in 1928 , and in 1949 
0 111e to Roanoke as a system opera-

coord inator. 

~r. Brammer is married and has 
six children. He is a member of 
Raleigh Court Methodist Church. 
H is hobbies include gardening and 
woodworking. 

Sporn Unit . . . 
(Cont. /roni Page 1) 

thermal uni ts in the coal required to 
produce one kilowatthour of elec
trici ty. 

Sporn plant's total generating ca
pacity of I.I million-kw makes it the 
largest of the AEP system's 15 major 
plants, and increases the system's total 
capacity to 60-mill ion kilowatts. 

President Sporn said, "This figure 
is almost triple the system's capacity 
I 0 ~·ears ago," and added that the 
new unit "makes the system's terri
tory, particularly the Ohio Valley, 
more attractive to heavy energy-con
suming industry than ever before." 

Sporn plant's other generating 
equipment is four identical 150,000-
kw units. The first went into opera
tion in 1950, the last in 1952 . 

Foremen of Kentucky Power's 
three districts have recently com
pleted a briefing program that pre
sented to them the basic steps for 
doing a better job of communicating 
with their men. The two 2-hour 
sessions also included practice ses
sions stressing skill poin ts. The pro
,P"ram has been designed for presenta
tion throughout the AEP System. 

P resenting the program were D. V. 
Lockwood, district superintendent, 
and Gene Moore, general line fore
man, in Ashland; H . H. Kincaid, 
district manager, and C. A. M c
Kinney, district superintendent, in 
P ike,·ille; and A. R. Barber, district 
manager, md Gaine Stidham, district 
superintendent, in H aza rd. 

Foremen taking the course in
cluded: Ash land-Vernon Greene, 
L iew Osborne, L. B. Morris and 
H ansel Stratton; Hazard-Fred Bar
nett, Larue Neice and W. C. H ad
dix; Pikeville-Denver Layne, O scar 
Hamilton, V. A. Syck, R. C. Anders 
and H. M. Eagle. 

Burns Are Fatal To 

Sporn Employee 

Mr. Ohlinger 

Marion K. Ohl inger, 28, auxiliary 
equipment operator at Philip Sporn 
plant, died December I 0. 

H e had received critical burns the 
pre,·ious day when a tank full of hot 
solution spilled over him while he 
was assisting in an operation of the 
new U nit 5 at Philip Sporn plant. 

Mr. Ohlinger joined the company 
December 12, 1953 as a coal hand ler, 
and was promoted to utility operator 
in 1959 and to auxiliary equipment 
operator later the same year. 

Surviving are his w ife, two sons, 
a daughter and his parents. Funeral 
services were held at the New H aven 
Lutheran Church and burial was at 
the Graham Cemetery near New 
Haven. 
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Engineer Porter 

Retires From AEP 

After 34 Years 

Frederick M. Porter, who for 20 
years took part in various engineering 
projects at AEP System power plants 

Mr. Porter 

and substations 
in Kentu c ky 
and the Vir
gm 1as, retired 
December 3 I. 

At his retire
ment he was 
consulting elec
trical engineer 
for the AEP 
Service Corpo
ration . He 
joined AEP in 

1926 as a senior electrical engineer, 
and in 1945 became head of the sta
tion and equipment section of the 
Service Corporation. From 1954 to 
195 8, as chief electrical enginee r, he 
was responsible fo r the engineering 
of system transmission and distribu
tion projects. During this period, he 
contributed to the development of 
345 ,000 volt transmission lines and 
equipment. 

H e was named consulting electrical 
engineer in J anuary 1959. 

A newly elected Fellow of the 
American Institute of Electrical En
gineers, Mr. Porter received his elec
trical engineering degree from Le
high Uni,·ersity in 1920. He is a 
professional licensed engineer in New 
York and New Jersey. 

Heights Club Elects 
C. L. Robison Leader 

Chester L. Robison, Sr., of system 
accounting has been elected president 
of Roanoke's H eights Club. 

The civic 
club's principal 
interests are in 
youth and com
munity activi
ties of the 
sou th west sec
tion of the city. 
Mr. Robison is 
tax and statisti
cal supervisor 
in system ac-
con n ting. 

Mr. Robison 

H e is a member of the Evangel ical 
United Brethren Church, where he 
is general superintendent of the Sun
day School and a member of the 
board of trustees, and is a member 
of bkehnd Lodge of the Masonic 
Order. He is the father of two sons 
and two daughters. 
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One System Station And Six Plant Men 
Write 11 AEP Operating ldeas11 Articles 

Mr. Moore Mr. Robison 

Four articles appearing in the D e
cember issue of AEP Operating /tleaJ 
were written by seven Appalachian 
employees, six of them from plants. 

]. A. Moore, Cabin Creek plant 
manager, wrote "Easy Way T o T est 
Boiler Safety Valves." He describes 
a "simple apparatus" developed at the 
plant to eliminate the necessity of 
raising steam pressure abo1'e norm:il 
operating levels on boilers or other 
vessels to check the setting and oper
ating- condi tion of safety valves. With 
the instrument, testing and setting 
can be done without interfering with 

_normal operation, and the new meth
od is not as costly and time-consuming 
as the conventional method. 

"Better Way To G round Poten
tial D e1,ices" was written by C. L. 
Robison, Jr., system supervising 
breaker en~ineer. He describes a 
method being used in Appalachia?1 
stations to ground potential devices 
that is more effective, safer, neater 
and less costly than old methods. T he 
new method connects the potential 
de,·ice cabinet to the circuit breaker, 
which is connected electrically to the 
station ground. 

"Water Shows Atom izer Spray Pat
tern" was con tribu ted by C. M. 
Powers, F.. F.. Mamoran and E. E. 
Crist of Clinch Ri ver plant's mainte
nance department. Another article, 
"Check Reliability Of O il Lighter 
Electrodes," was written by Noel Mc
Mil lan, Cl inch Rive r maintenance, 
and J. F. Burke, former maintenanc<: 
employee. Both articles are related . 

In the first, the men describe a 
tool developed to make it easier to 
test the atomizing quality of fuel-oil 
atomizers fol lowing cleaning or re
pairing and before being installed for 
use in the boiler. This precheck of 
atomizers has saved much work and 
later trouble in operation. 

The second article describes how, 
at the plant, considerable trouble with 
o il lighters was experienced. D e
pendabilit1' was an unknown. In order 
to improve reliability, a procedure 
and de,·ice for testing was developed 
for adjusting and bench testi ng the 
electrodes. Si nce this test procedure 
began, praccicalll' no failures have 
been experienced. 

Mr. Powers Mr. Mamoran 

Mr. Crist Mr. McMillan 

Glen Lyn Foreman 

C. M. Smith Dies 

Charles McKinley Smith, 56, died 
November 2 1 after a three-month 
illness. H e was labor-janitor foreman 
at Glen Lyn plant. 

A native of Mercer County, 
W. Va., where he attended public 
schools, he worked for the Norfolk 
and Western Railway before joining 
Appalachian August 16, 1943. He 
worked in the labor gang and coal 
handling department before becoming 
foreman of the labor-j ani tor group 
August I , 1946. 

He is survived by his w ife, a 
daughter and three sons. Two of the 
sons, Gi lbert and William C., are 
maintenance helpers at Glen Lyn 
plant. Funeral services were held 
November 23 at the Glen Lyn 
Christian C hurch. 

Mr. Smith 

Father, Son Win Show Prize In First Try 
A fa ther-son combination, entering 

Huntington's annual model rai lroad 
show for the first time, came away 
with a cash award for a third-place 
finish. They are Byron W. H unt, 
.J r., util ity clerk, and his 12-year-old 
son David. 

They became interested in model 
railroading a little over a year ago, 
and together they built the layout 
pictured here. The two enjoy ocher 
forms of model-building, automobiles, 
planes and sh ips, but this is the fi rst 
time they have matched their talents 
against others'. 

The model railroad show has be
come an annual featu re of H unting
ton's Christmas season. It is designed 
to assist the Marines Corps Reserve 
in its "Toys For Tots" campaign. 
Admission is free, but visitors are 
asked to bring new or used toy~ to 
make Christmas happier for the un
derprivileged children. 

This model train layout was designed and built by David Hunt, left, and his 
father, Byron W. Hunt, Huntington utility clerk. The two entered it in the 
Huntington model railroad shaw, and earned third place. 
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Three ·Couples Wed 
Ande rs-McMan is 

Charlotte Ann Anders became the 
bride of 2nd L t. Kenneth McManis 
on December 3. Mrs. McManis is 
the daughter of R. C. Anders, Pike
ville district station foreman. 

Hai nor-Bledsoe 

Carol H ainor and Donald Bledsoe 
were united in marriage in a double 
ring ceremony performed at the 
bride's home on October 30. Mrs. 
Bledsoe is the daughter of S. M. 
H ainor, Logan Plant mechanical 
main tenance man. 

Canales-Smith 

The Grove M ethodist Church in 
R adford was the scene for the De
cember 9 wedding of M artha H elen 
Canales and Clifton Eugene Smith. 
Mr. Smith is a T &D clerk in the 
Roanoke district. 

Hazard Men Write 

Article In 'World' 
Two H azard employees wrote an 

article that appeared in the December 
19 issue of Electrical World. 

W. C. H addix, station foreman, 
and R. L. Adams, station man, wete 
the authors of "Job-Shop O ven Ex
pedites Transformer Coil D rying," 
which appeared in the Maintenance 
and Repair section of the magazine. 

Second Lieutenant and Mrs. Kenneth 
McMonis, Pikeville 

----~ Mrs. Donold Bledsoe 
Logan Plant 

J . D. Lawrence, Roanoke division manager, left, and W . A. Irvin, Jr., right, 
help D. E. Trout arrange a Red Cross award on the wall. It was awarded to 
Appalachian for its outstanding support of the blood program in Roanoke 
in the past ten years. Mr. Irvin gave his first pint of blood the first day the 
center opened, Dece mber 7, 1950, and his 32nd just ten 'years later. Mr. 
Trout is the blood donor recruitment coordinator for Roanoke e mployees. 

It took 11 baskets to hold all the proceeds from the admission fee to the 
Roanoke employees' annual Christmas program. The program was a Christmas 
play by the William Fleming High School dramatics club. James Wheeler, 
left, vice chairman, and Lowell Tinsley, chairman, right, sorted out the canned 
goods and turned them , over, with $29.00 In cash to the Salvation Army 
Basket Bureau for Christmas distribution.' 
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Charleston Girls 
Score In Meet 

Finishing in the top 20 per cent 
of the field, the live Charleston dis
trict girls who make up the "TaUey
Oops" collected checks for their 
bowling efforts in the Charleston Ci ty 
Bowling Tournament. There were 
76 teams entered in the competition. 

The T alley-Oops, named for C. B. 
Talley, district manager, got 2,566 
pins in the handicap tournament. 

T eam members are Judy H ackney, 
who tied for 17th in singles, Barbara 
Adkins and Chris M itchell, 14th in 
doubles, Jo Ann Asbury and Bonnie 
.Jarrett. 

Employee's Daughter 
Is Kentucky Colonel 

Edna Mae Aders, daughter of C . J. 
Aders, station operator, Pikeville dis
trict, has been named a Kentuckv 
Colonel on the staff rif Bert Comb~, 
Governor of Kentucky. 

M iss Aders, women's program di
rector for the Pikeville radio station, 
was chosen because of her outstanding 
record in public service work. 

She is a member of the P ikeville 
Women's Club, and a member of its 
executive board. She was instrumen
tal in organizing a J unior Woman's 
Club. Her radio program, " The 900 
Club", was instrumental in raising 
money for the local Methodist H os
pital, and she has been active in Pike
,-ille civic and charitable affairs for 
several years. 

It's really a Christmas tree . Kingsport 
Ut ilities set this up in the lobby. It's 
made of meta l hoops and red and 
green tape, and it was the bra inch ild 
of Arthur Stair, right, power sales e n
ginee r. Carl Bacon, left, heating and 
builder sales representative, he lped 
out. 

I 
Ashland 

MR. AND MRS. L. D. BRYAN, a daugh
ter, Tamara Lynn, December r. Mr. Bryan is 
an area sales representative. 

MR. AND MRS. GARY LAYNE, • son, 
Gary Mitchell, December 19 . Mr. Layne is an 
office messenger. 

Bluefield 
M R. AND MRS. TRUBIE PAUL DALTON, 

:i son, Ti mothy Mark, December 6. Mr. Dalton 
is an auto repai rman helper .. 

Huntington 
MR. AND MRS. TROY \V. H ATFIELD, 

a dau~hter, Kimberly Lane, adoPted November 
22. Mr. Hatfield is a mcterman. 

MR. AND MRS. KENT KELLER, a dough
ter. Mary Beth, December 6 . Mrs. Keller i1 
3 former. stenographer. 

Kanawha Rive r Plant 
MR. A ' D MRS. JOSEPH W. DAL TON, a 

dau~hter, Donn3 Jean, November 22. Mr. 
Dalton is a chemist. 

Point Pleasant 
MR. AND MRS. KEITH B. MULLEN, • 

dau~htcr. Debra Dawn, December 4. Mrs. 
Mullen is 3 former clerk-stenographer. 

Roanoke 
MR. AND MRS. B. P. COLEY, • son, 

Brian Long, December 19. Mr. Coley is a 
radio engineer. 

MR. AND M RS. P AUL THOMPSON a 
daughter, Melissa Louise, November 22. Mrs. 
Thompson is a former merchandise order and 
billing clerk. 

Philip Sporn Plant 
MR. AND MRS. JAMES H. BEARJIS, • 

son, Scott Alan, November 28. Mr. Bearhs is 
a maintenance man. 

MR. AND MRS. LEO C. HILL, a doughter, 
Sharon Elom, December 8. Mr. Ilill is a 
maintenance man. 

MR. AND MRS. ARLIN D. JIVIDEN a 
~on, Gregor>: Arlin, November 30. Mr. J ividen 
1s a test engineer. 

System 
MR. AND MRS. C. RICHARD LOVE

G ROVE, a daughter, Meredith Lynne, Decem
ber 16. Mr. Lovegrove is editor in public 
relations. 
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Sara G. Sweeney 
Is Now Retired 

Mrs. Sweeney 

I 

Mrs. Sara G. Sweeney, meter clerk 
in Charleston, retired December 31 
after I 8 years of service. 

She joined the accounting depart
ment in M ay 1942 and worked as a 
clerk, cashier and cash poster before 
going to the meter department in 
1957. P rior to her Charleston serv
ice, she had worked for live years in 
the company's office in Williamson. 

Born in Pike County, Ky ., she 
grew up in Mingo County, W. Va. 
She has no immediate plans for re
tirement, but enjoys sewing, cro
cheting and oil painting as hobbies. 

The meter department held a 
party for her December 22, present
ing her with sterling sih-er as a gift. 

This 10,000-kva, 69/ 43.5 -4/ 12 kv mobile substation was rece ntly acquired 
in Huntington. It is designed for use during emergencies and routine mainte
nance at the larger district stations, and will assure more depe ndable electric 
se rvice to the customers in the area . 

Garlin E. Hill, Bluefie ld district sta
tionman, discovered a bette r way to 
do his job. He found that the rubber 
syringes he uses to fill substation 
batteries corroded from the a cid. A 
used quart ink bottle with a pouring 
spout does it better. 

This pole in the Logan district stayed 
like th is fo r six hours afte r it was 
snapped by a speeding car. It carried 
a fou r-wire 12,000-volt circuit, a tele
vision cable, and two trunk-like tele
phone cables. Se rvice was interrupted 
only momentarily. 

New officers of the McDowell County Employees Benevo
lent Association are (left picture): Elizabeth Szabo, secre
tary; Bobby Stoker, chairman, and Mary C. Bower, treas
urer. The Bluefield Girls' Service Club, a t right, elected 

He len Sue Spangle r, secretary, Mildred Bishop, trea surer, 
and re-e lected Eulalia Footo vice president and Frances 
L. Brooks, president, All seven office rs were selected to 
serve 1961 t e rms. 
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Employees Kill or Catch a Variety of Game 
From the evidence around our 

chree-company terri tory, it has been 
a good hunting season. 

During the course of thei r outings 
employees have bagged everything 
from deer and turkeys to bears and 
wildcats. And one employee's son 
even captured a loon, a pretty rare 
bi rd in the area. 

Abingdon- Jess Overbay, line
man, got a 4-point buck early the first 
dav of the season in the Widener's 
v:lley section of Washington County. 

Ashland- T ed Lowe, lineman, 
tra,·eled to the Shenandoah Valley of 
Virginia to get a 7-point buck. His 
1'" ~·v of six hunters killed five deer. 
v ckley- Douglas Hughes, I 0-
,·ear-old son of ]. P. H ughes, elec
trical engineer, faced a charging loon 
with a paper box and captured it. 
The district forester, Carl ]. Lucas, 
said its natural habitat is the extreme 
northern coastal regions in win ter, 
and it must have been off course dur
ing its migration and fo rced down 
bv strong winds. Since loons must 
have a body of water to launch them
selves from, because their legs are set 
so far back on their bodies, Douglas' 
father took their loon to Little Beaver 
Lake near Beckley and released it. 

Bluefield- Bear, deer and wild 
turkeys were killed by Bluefield em
ployees. James H. "Todd" Harris, 
Tazewell lineman, dropped the bear 
at Catfish Lake near Jacksonville, 
N. C. A number of hunters were 
:ifter the 45 0-pound animal, and after 
JO hours Todd shot it. Four of his 
bear dogs were wounded by the bear, 
but they're recovering and Todd is 
inviting friends in for bear steaks. 

LEFT: Jess Overbay of Abingdon shot this buck in Washington County on the 
first doy of the season. MIDDLE: Shirley Hurd and Shelby Harrison admire 

hunting trip. 

In a Bath County hunting trip, 
three deer and five wild turkeys were 
bagged by A. H. Whi te, division 
photographer and reproduction man; 
R. R. Jones, station working fore
man; H. S. Meadows, distri ct engi
neer; C. B. Yearout, division person
nel supervisor ; C. M. Fletcher, line 

· supervisor; Junior E. Chapman, Mul- call, came searching for food. The 
lens lineman ; and Dave Rowe, Taze- largest measured 41 inches from its 
well area supervisor. head to the end of its tail, and was 

Fieldale-J. D . Puckett, PBX about 15 inches high. 
Oh yes, Mr. Chapman g<:H his 

operator, got his fourth deer in the 
d turkey too, a 16-pounder. 

last several seasons on opening ay. 
G 

Kingsport- James L. Kesterson, 
H e shot the 5-point buck in iles 

heating and builder sales representa
County. ti ve, ba ed a deer durin the season. 
( Huntington - It was a simple ync urg-His 12th deer in 
'wild turkey hunt for C. N . Chapman, 30 years was killed by Ben C. Cook, 
auto repairman, but three wildcats material clerk, on December 3. This 
complicated things a little. He was one had 9 points and weighed 2 1 O 
calling turkeys in Pocahontas County pounds. He is vice president of the 

fellow Kingsport employee J. L. Kesterson's deer. RIGHT: Fieldole's J. D. 
Puckett poses with deer he hos shot in 

when he heard a rumble in the bushes B k H C l b · B k" h d H · kl Lyn- uc' unt u m uc mg am LEFT: Ted Lowe of Ashland returned home 
aud the cats appeare · e quic Y County, where he got this ear's deer. "th this fine buck. MIDDLE: Williamson's Cecil Boll 

Douglas, left, ond his father, J. P. Hughes, of Beckley, 
made this unusual catch. Douglas captured the loon in 
o paper box. Photo courtesy "Beckley Post Herold". ~d them, theorizing that the·v-1--;;::.:~e~c::-i:-=-E;.;:-a:.;r r..i:?;iB,::e,:lc-:rh~e:...rr._, ~G~ru::.n"'d'fy-'-l-7b'"'ogged this 125-pound doe in Hardy County. RIGHT: 

"'"6e hungry, and hearing his turkey area serviceman, has apparently found 

Golfers In Hazard 
Tap Barber To Lead 

A. R. Barber has been elected 
president of the Hazard Golf Club, 
a post he also held in 1955. 

The Hazard 
district manager 
is also an active 
member of sev
eral other or
ganizations. H e 
is vice president 
of the Lone
some Pine 
Council of Boy 
Scouts, chair-

Mr. Barber. man of the 
Perry County 

Chapter of the Red Cross, chairman 
of the Perry County Religious Asso
ciation, past president of the Lions 
Club and a member and chairman 
of the Diaconate of the First Presby
terian Church. He is married and 
has a daughter. 

a good thing. T his is the four th sea
son he has gone to the same spot in 
Bland County to hunt and the third 
time he has come home with a deer. 
And all three were killed at about the 
same time. This one weighed 250 
pounds and had 6 points. 

B. C. Wallace is threatening Mr. 
Belcher's record. The Pocahontas 
lineman returned to the same spot in 
Bath County for the second year in 
a row, and for the second time bagged 
a deer. This one was a 160-pound 
doe. Claude A. Farley, Pineville area 
serviceman, killed a 12-pound turkey 
gobbler in the Camp Creek section of 
Mercer County. 

Williamson-Four deer and a 
turkey was the record of Williamson 
employees. Gene Hall, instrument
man, about summed it up when he 
said: "Hunting's no problem-if you 
want to get a deer it just takes one 
bullet and one day's vacation." He's 
hard to dispute-that's what it took 
him to get a 175 -pound doe at 
Dewey Lake in Floyd County. 

A 125-pound doe was killed m 

Hardy County by Cecil Ball, station 
operator, and Everette Carrico, li.ne 
foreman, and Mike Kohari, appliance 
serviceman, each got a spike buck 
deer weighing about 17 5 pounds. 
Harold Akers, meter serviceman, shot 
a 25 -pound turkey. 

Three Tie For Top 
In Roanoke Bowling 

"Three" tells the story in the Roa
. noke Bowling League. After three 
weeks of the second third of the sea
son, three teams are tied for top 
spot. 

The Coordinators won the first 
third, but Station, System and Serv
ice are tied for the lead with 7-2 
records in the second third. 

K. K. Hubbard has high average 
of 169, P. C. Bernard high set of 
573 and J. W . Whitenack high game 
of 263. Operations has the high team 
set of 2,633 and Accounting high 
team game of 924. 

Vets' Association 
Selects Officers 

Officers were elected and three 
new members inducted into the Cen
tral Operating Company (Philip 
Sporn plant) Veteran Employees' As
sociation at the organization's annual 

Mr. Wogenhols 

dinner. 
Howard F. 

W agenhals was 
named presi
dent, Kermit 
Ford vice presi
dent, and Harry 
Davis secretary 
and treasurer.. 

Inducted in
to membership 
were Albert G. 
Mehlman, plant 

manager; William G. Baronick, pay
roll supervisor; and Jack W. Frey, 
assistant shi ft operating engineer. 

Karl M. Wiles, president, con
ducted the meeting, which in addi
tion to the election and initiation 
included a business session. 

Ralph AIIen Elected 
County Commissioner 

Ralph B. Allen has been elected 
county comm1ss10ner of Putnam 
County for a term of six years. 

A collector 
in the St. Al
bans office of 
the Charleston 
district, Mr. 
Allen has been 
active in poli
tics for several 
years, and was 
co-organizer and 
chairman of the 

Mr. Allen Citizen's Party 
in the town of 

Bancroft. H e was also campaign 
d irector for the Putnam County 
.March of D imes. 

H e has been with Appalachian for 
I 7 years, and has been a collector 
since 1949. He has three children, 
and his hobbies are hunting and 
fishing. 
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Total Electric_ Developlllent Set 
For Lynchburg; Has 79 Units 

This is an architect's conception of the Greenbrier Apart- total electric and Gold Medallion, and will utilize heat 
ments in Lynchburg. The 79-unit development will be pumps. 

The largest total electric, Gold 
Medallion apartment development 
in Appalachian-the 79-un it Green
brier Apartments-has been an
nounced for Lynchburg. 

Work has begun on the three
bui ldi ng development, which when 
completed will have a total installed 
electrical load of 2, 161 kilowatts. 
Each of the apartments will have a 
two-ton hea t pump, plus supple
mental electric heat. In addition, 
each apartment will be equipped with 
an electric range, 5 0-gallon quick 
recovery electtic water heater, re-

Patrick Leader 
Dies In Stuart 

Mr. Hewitt 

C. J. H ewi tt, 66, who retired 
from the Fieldale district February 
1, 1959, died November 16 at his 
home in Stuart after an illness of 
several months. 

Born at Dover, 0., J anuary 2 1, 
1894, he came to Patrick County in 
1927 to work for the Stuart Ice and 
Cold Storage Company. H e joined 
the Virginia East Coast Utilities 
Company, an Appalachian predeces
sor, in 1930. When he retired he was 
meter service helper. 

H e was widely known throughout 
the county for his chari table, civic, 
fraternal and school work. H e was 
former chairman of the Patrick 
Coun ty Red Cross Chapter, the Polio 
Foundation and the M arch of Dimes. 
He was fo rmer president of the 
Stuart and Critz PTA organizations, 
and past master of Mountain Home 
Masonic Lodge at Stuart. H e was 
also a Ruritan and a member of the 
Providence M ethodist Church, where 
services were held. 

H e is survived by his wife and 
four daughters. 

frigerator and waste disposer. Each 
of the three buildings will also have 
a laundermat in the basement, 
equipped with two washers, two 
dryers and an 80-gallon water heater. 
All appliances are Westinghouse 
equipment. 

The apartment is to be located on 
Ri vermont Avenue in Lynchburg. 
The buildings will be constructed in 
a horseshoe, with provisions for off
street parking. There will be a 
recreational area fo r children, and 
towards the center of the three build
ings there will be a court. All apart-

' ments will have a balcony overlook
ing the court. 

Commercial department repre
sentatives from Appalachian's Lvnch
burg district, Roanoke division and 
svstem have been working with the 
owners, architects and others since 
May 5 in securing total electric liv
ing and assisting in the electrical 
planning of the apartments. 

G. V. Patterson 
Named Director 
Of Our Companies 

George V. Patterson, who last 
month was promoted to a post in 
N ew· York, has been elected a di
rector of our 
companies and 
several others in 
the AEP Sys
tem. 

Election as 
di rector came at 
meetings of the 
various boards 
of the com
panies Decem
ber 29 in New 
York. H e was 

Mr. Patterson 

named to the boards of Appalach ian, 
Ken tucky Power, Kingsport, Central 
Operating (Philip Sporn plant), 
Kanawha Valley Power, Captina 
Operating, I ndiana & Michigan, 
Ohio Power and Wheeling Electric. 

Mr. Patterson is assistant to the 
executive vice president fo r operation 
of the AEP Service Corporation. H e 
was promoted to that post December 
1 from that of assistant general mana
ger of Ohio Power. He j oined Ohio 
Power in 1935 . 

H e has been a director of the AEP 
Service Corporation since 19 5 5 and 
is ·a ·trustee of the East Central Nu
clear Group. 

Retiree Continues 
League Bowling 

Retirement from work but not from 
bowling-that's Frank C. Young's 
plan. A member of Charleston's Kilo
watt League for 23 years (he helped 
organize it), Mr. Young will continue 
league membership after retirement 
from the company. 

Frank C. Young, who has worked 
for Appalachian in Charleston for 41 
years, retired December 31. 

A T&D clerk in the record section, 
he joined the company October I, 
19 19 as a bookkeeper. H e went to 
T&D in 1944. He is a nati ve of 
Cedar Grove and worked for the 
New York Central Railroad Company 
prior to joining Appalachian. A 
World War I veteran, he served over 
a year in France wi th the 3 I 7th In
fantry, 80th Division. 

He helped form the Kilowatt 
Bowling League in Charleston 23 
years ago, and acted as its first secre
tary- treasurer for two years. H e plans 
to continue membership in the league 
during retirement. 

A member of the official board at 
Central Methodist Church, he is par
ticularly proud of his Sunday School 
attendance record - he has missed 
only a few Sundays because of illness 
in 46 years. He is a 32nd degree 
M ason and a member of the Beni 
Kedem Shrine Temple. He is also 
a member of the John Brawley post 
of the American Legion. 

Mr. Young plans to continue living 
in Charleston, where he resides with 
his w ife, although he will visit h is 
two brothers in California occasional
ly. The Youngs have two sons and 
fi ve grandchildren. 
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Three Welch, Logan, Pulaski Veterans 
Receive Service Emblems For 35 Years 

Three Appalachian veterans ob
served their 3 5th ann iversaries with 
the company in December. 

They are Carl J. Peery, W elch ; 
Robert L. Widner, Logan; and 
W. H. " Duck" Spangler, Pulaski. 

C. J. Peery 

Station operator at Coalwood in 
the W elch district, Mr. Peery joined 
the company in 
De ce mb e r 
1925 as an op
erator. 

A native of 
Tazewell , he at
tended Spring
ville schools and 
worked for the 
No rfo lk and 
W estern Rail-
way be f o re Mr. Peery 
joining Appala-
chian. H e also served in World War 
I. He is married and has a son and 

daughters. 

R. L. Widner 

Employed November 23, 1925 as 
a truck driver in the Logan district, 
Mr. Widner is now truck driv~r 

groundman. 
Born at Marion, he attended 

schools in Logan. During World War 
II he se rved in the Army. H e is 
married and has a son and daughter. 

Logan Men Share 
Elk Lodge Triumph 

Two employees shared in the 
triumph of the Logan Elks Lodge 
Ritualistic team which recently won 
the state championship; 

M. A. White, district working 
foreman, participated as leading 
knight, and R. B. Waggoner, local 
accounting office manager, as chap
lain. Tom Henritze, son of retired 
line foreman T. L. Henritze, also 
took part. 

The group, which lost out as state 
champions last year, has now set its 
sights on the national title. 

Mr. Widner Mr. Spongier 

W. H. Spangler 

Duck Spangler joined the company 
December I , 192 5 in line construc
tion, bui ld ing the wood pole line 
from Bluefi eld to Byllesby. ·· 
working in both states, he can. .0 
Pulaski as serviceman-lineman. H e 
has been line foreman, safety super
visor and general line foreman, and 
is now l ine supervisor. 

Active in the first aid and safety 
programs of the YMCA, Red Cro~s 
and Boy Scouts, he enjoys boating, 
fish ing, swimming and camping. H e 
1s a member of the Masonic Order 
and married. 

Wurno Club Selects 
Pulaskian President 

Winston E. Miller will serve the 
Wurno Community Improvement 

Mr. Miller 

Club as presi
dent d uri ng 
196 1. 

The Pulaski 
1 i n e inspector 
rises to the post 
from that of 
vice president, 
which he has 
held for two 
years. The 
Wu rno Club 
placed third in 

1960 in the annual Chamber of 
Commerce Community Club lm
provemen t Con test. 

A member of the First Methodist 
Church, he is on the Cub Scout Pack 
Committee, is past master of the Blue 
Lodge AF&AM, and is past high 
priest, Royal Arch Chapter. Mr. 
Miller is married and has four sons. 

Illuminator Honors Roanoke 

Roanoke district and its correspondent, D. E. Trout, have won the 11th annual 
"llluminator" Award. This is the first time Roanoke has won first place in 
the yearly competition . Here, Mr. Trout, left, accepts the first-place plaque 
from C. Richard Lovegrove, editor of "The llluminator". Also recognized 
for outstanding work during 1960 were these correspondents: C. L. Shockey, 
Bluefield; W. C. Groseclose, Welch; Luther Houchins, Clinch River plant; 
Paul Dunn, Abingdon; and W. C. Gilmour, Point Pleasant. Other winners 
have been: Point Pleasant, 1950; Abingdon, 1951, 1952 and 1953; Bluefield, 
1954; Charleston, 1955; Beckley, 1956; and Williamson, 1957, 1958 and 
1959. 
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