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Tops In Size, Efficiency MHD Commercial Prospects 
Are Advanced In New Test Unit of 580,000 Kw Announced 

Prospects for commercial electric power generation through the revo
lutionary magnetohydrodynamics (MHD) system have been advanced signifi
cantly with the announcement that 205 kilowatts of power have been produced 
in a new MHD generator at the Avco-Everett Research Laboratory, Everett, 
Massachusetts. This is 20 times greater than the power output achieved 
when the project was first revealed 
late in 1959. 

At the same time it was disclosed 
that two additional leading utility 
companies have been added to the 
ten which originally joined Avco in 
the MHD power studies, and that 
the budget for the current year's ex
periments has been tripled to 
$1,200,000. 

Last month's announcement was 
made jointly by Avco Corporation 
and American Electric Power Service 
Corporation in behalf of the 12 lead
ing utilities associated with Avco in 
underwriting the MHD power 
studies. One of the 12 is Appala-
chian. 

Exciting Development 

Philip Sporn, president of Ameri
can Electric Power and of our com
pany sa id, "Magnetohyd(odynamics 
is probably the most exciting area 
of development in power generation 
today. A little more than a year ago 
ten utility companies, three of them 
in the American Electric Power Sys
tem, entered into an agreemen t wi th 
Avco for a research program for the 
appl ication of MHD to the mass 
generation of electric energy which 

could improve the efficiency of power 
plants by as much as 40 per cent. 

"This program," Mr. Sporn con
tinued, "has yielded results more 
favorable than we could have reason
ably expected at the end of 1959. 
T he original idea, first investigated 
by Michael Faraday some 150 years 
ago, has been carefully tested aga inst 
today's more sophisticated knowledge 
of high temperature gas properties 
as a result of Avco's intense space ex
ploration program. This exciting 
idea has stood up well in the analyti
cal and experimental work completed 
this year, and studies continue to 
affirm that the MHD power system 
promises considerably h igher effi
ciency at reasonable capital costs." 

Continuing Studies 

K. R. Wilson, Jr., Avco chairman, 
stated, "We are sure that the con
tinued studies, additional support of 
which is now being provided by an 
augmented group of 12 utility com
panies, and increased funds will yield 
important results." 
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For l&M's 
The largest and most efficient 

steam-electric generating unit ever 
built by an investor-owned public 
utility will be constructed at Indiana 
& Michigan Company's Tanners 
Creek plant. 

The 580,000 kilowatt, $73 -m il
lion unit will be the fourth at the 
plant. Construction will start th is 
summer and is expected to be com
pleted by the spring of 1964. 

Announcement of the unit was 
made March 15 at a joint press con
ference by Indiana Governor 
Matthew E. Welsh and R. E. Doyle, 
Jr., l&M vice president and general 
manager. The Governor termed the 
announcement "a tremendous boost 
for the economy of southeastern In
diana" and congratulated l&M for 
the company's "faith in the future 
growth and prosperity of the Hoosier 
state." 

The new facility will be designed 
to operate at an anticipated heat rate 
of about 8,500 British thermal units 
per kilowatthour of net generation
a new record in the efficiency of the 
conversion of the energy of coal into 
electrical energy. The unit is ex
pected to burn about 1,600,000 Lons 

Kingsport 5-Y ear PrograI11 Ends, 
Building For Future Continues 

A $4,Yi-million build ing program 
that began five years ago, aimed at 
giving Kingsport a plentiful supply 
of electric power from several sources, 
has been completed by Kingsport 
Utili ties, Inc. 

In making the announcement re
cently, ]. E. Wright, vice presiden t 
and general manager of the company, 
said: "With the energizing of our 
new Reedy transmission station in 
March, we bring to a close this ex
tensive program. But at the same 

..time, the completion of Reedy 
· "< heralds the beginni1?g .of another 

phase of our evcr-contmumg program 
of providing facilities to bring more 
electric power to the area. 

"The phase that begins this year 
will involve the expenditure of $2Y2-
million between now and 1963. One 
million dollars of that will be spent 
this year on various projects that 
will be announced later. To finance 
this expansion, the company was re
quired to borrow on open market 
sufficient funds to meet the growing 
requirements of Kingsport and its 
vicinity. Also, the company provides 
approximately $600,000 annually to 
meet our share of city, county, state, 
and federal taxes." 

Ring Around City 

Between 19 5 6 and 1961, con
struction work provided a ring of 
transmission lines around the city 
and surrounding area, and the build
ing of a number of new stations gave 
the area add itional sources of power. 
In addi tion distribution facil ities that 
bring the power into homes and 
businesses were strengthened . 

Four Kingsport and Appalochion men prepare to ' throw the switch e nerg1z1ng 
Reedy station, an historic moment in Kingsport's history. Energizing of the 
station marked the end of o five-yeor building program for KUI . From left 
are Lou Herr, regional chief operator at Kingsport; E. C. Rankin , system 
supervising station engineer, Roonoke; Fred Lawson, regional chief dispatcher 
at Clinch River station; and R. C. Scarle tt, Kingsport stotion supervisor. 

Among the major projects com
pleted were these: 

The new Reedy station, that steps 
power down from 13 8,000 to 69,000 
and 34,5 00 volts. The station has a 
60,000 kva transformer, largest in 
service in Kingsport ... 

A new Orebank station stepping 
power down from 13 8,000 to 12,000 
volts ... 

A 20,000 kva capacity add ition 
at Holston transmission station ... 

New 138,000 volt transmission 
lines from H olston station to West 
K ingsport station to the Clinch River 
Plant of Appalachian ... 

New l ines tying Reedy and Ore
bank stations into the network . .. 

New Rotherwood station m 
Hawkins County, stepping power 

down from 34,500 to 12,000 volts, 
and a new 34,500 volt line tying 
Rotherwood into the W est Kingsport 
Station ... 

Increased line capacities feeding 
the Cumberland and Lovedale sta
tions, thus reinforcing our facilities 
to take care of the downtown area ... 

Improved street l ighting in Kings
port's whiteway system ... 

Addition of a 5,000 kva portable 
substation for use in construction and 
for emergencies, such as the recent 
explosion at Cumberland station, 
where the portable substation took 
over the electrical load until repairs 
to the station could be made . . . 

And the completion of a number 
of 34,500 transmission li.ne and 
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Tanners Creek Plant 

A new 580,000 kilowatt generoting unit, lorgest ever built by an investor
owned public utility, is shown as it will look when added to the righthand 
side of the existing Tanners Creek plant of l&M at Lawrenceburg, Ind. Stock 
for the facility will rise about 500 feet above ground. 

of coal annually, all of which will 
be delivered by river barge. 

The private utility industry's larg
est units operating today are two 
generating machines with individual 
capabilities of 500,000 kw. One is 
at Philip Sporn plant, the other at 
l&M's Breed plant. The new unit 
at Tanners Creek will raise that 
plant's total generating capabil ity to 
1, 105,000 kw. At that level and at 
that time it will be the AEP System's 
largest power plant and one of the 
major plants in the i1westor-owned 
util ity industry. Only one privately 
owned plant in operation today- the 
1,300,000 kw Clifty Creek plant of 
the Indiana-Kentucky Electric Cor
poration- is larger. 

Plans also call for construction of 
186 circuit miles of 345,000 volt 
transmission line and necessary sub
sta tion facilities at an additional cost 
of over $ 12-million . 

Completion of the Tanners Creek 
addition will increase I&M's generat
ing capability to more than 2-million 
kw and that of the entire AEP Sys-

Annual Report 
Now Available 

Active and retired employees of 
our compatiies may obtain a copy 
of the 1960 Annual Report of the 
American Electric Power Com
pany by retu(ning the self-ad
dressed, postage-paid post card 
which is enclosed with this issue 
of THE ILLUMINATOR. 

Just fill in your name and ad
dress in the spaces indicated and 
drop the card in the mail. 

Any employee who is an AEP 
stockholder will automatically re
ceive the report and will not have 
to send the card. 

tem to more than 8-million kw. 
Tanners Creek's first two units, each 
with a capacity of 155,000 kw, were 
placed in commercial operation in 
195 1-52; its 2 15 ,000 kw third unit 
went into service in 1954. 

Roanoke Exceeds 

5 ,000 Kwh Use 

Per Customer 

Roanoke is the first district in Ap
palachian to exceed an average an
nual usage of 5 ,000 kilowatthours 
per residential customer. Use reached 
an all-ti me high of 5,015 Kwh dur
ing February. 

Only live years ago, usage in the 
district was 3,695 Kwh per resi
dential customer. During the past 
12 months, residential customers 
have averaged an increase of 367 
Kwh each. 

W. P. Booker, district manager, 
feels several factors have contributed 
to this growth. There are 904 elec
trically heated homes in the Roanoke 
district. Five years ago there were 
196. During the last twelve months, 
223 district customers installed elec
tric resistance heating in thci r homes. 
Another important factor, according 
to Mr. Booker, is that 8 out of 10 
residential customers in the district 
use electric ranges, I out of 2 elec
tric water heaters, and I out of IO 
electric clothes dryers. 

The second and third place dis
tricts in the company in arerage an
nual residential Kwh consumption 
are the Fieldale and Lynchburg dis
tricts-Fieldale with 4,809 Kwh and 
Lynchburg with 4,507 Kwh. These 
two districts, and Roanoke, make up 
the Roanoke division. The average 
residential customer in the division 
is using 4,833 Kwh annually as com
pared to the company average of 
3,790 Kwh. 
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Law Day USA 
"Respect for law is the key to preserv

ing our American heritage of freedom 
and}human dignity-a heritage that has 
showered more blessings and advantages 
upon more people than any other system 
of government in world history. The 
surest way to undermine this precious 
heritage and insure the triumph of 
tyranny is for free Americans to abandon 
their reverence for the law." 

This statement by John C. Cornelius, 
president of the American Heritage 
Foundation, keynotes this country's 
fourth annual Law Day USA on May I. 

Law Day USA is a unique citizenship 
education program established by procla
mation of the President of the United 
States. Its aim is to dramatize for 
Americans the values, to every citizen, 
of living under a system of laws and 
courts that protect individual freedom, 
dignity and opportunity. 

Many Law Day programs will be held 
throughout the country on May I. 

These programs give us an opportunity 
to renew our respect for the law and 
all its means to us. It gives us a chance 
to remember that the benefits of citizen
ship also entail individual responsibilities. 
And it gives us a chance, along with our 
fellow citizens, to demonstrate, both at 
home and abroad, the advantages of 
freedom under law as contrasted with the 
subordination of individual rights and 
opportunities under communist regimes. 

A Dubious Immortality 
On the fine spring day of May 30, 

1896, Miss Evelyn Thomas went bicycle
riding in New York. 

Mr. Henry Wells, a man from Spring
field, Mass., was riding along at the same 
time and place as Miss Thomas in his 
Duryea Motor Wagon. He ran into her. 
She was taken to the Manhattan Hos
pital and treated for a fractured leg, and 
he was taken to jail, where he stayed 
overnight until the extent of Miss 
Thomas's injuries was determined. 

Thus Miss Thomas passed into history 
as the victim of the first traffic accident 
involving an automobile. It's a sad fact, 
of course, that she wasn't the last. 

That was 65 years ago. A person born 
that day has lives a lifetime filled with 
violence, death and heartbreak. Literally 
hundreds of thousands of men, women 
and children have been killed or hurt in 
traffic accidents, more than the total of 
all those killed and wounded in America's 
wars.1 

In the 65 years since Miss Thomas 
achieved her dubious immortality, the 
automobile has been in turn a novelty, 
a luxury, and a necessity. Now it has 
become something else: it has become a 
lethal weapon, simply because the person 
who operates it has become its slave, and 
not its mast er. Safe driving can't be 
built into a machine. It has to come 
from the driver. 
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As a driver of a company vehicle, what 
advice could you give others about safe 
driving? 

MARY LOU SANFORD. Home Serv
ice Representative. Huntington 

T he ti rst and most important part of your 
job as a driver is to operate the car safely. 
Most of the time, we have control over cir
cumstances which lead to accidents. In my 
opinion, speeding causes more accidents than 
any other fac tor. As long as your car is going 
at a safe speed, there is less l ikely to be an 
accident. Nothing is so urgent that we cannot 
take time to drive safely. 

Avoid distractions and keep your eyes on 
the road; and, last but not least, drive de
fensively. Drive as if everyone else is crazy. 

WOODROW BALL. Groundman, 
Kingsport 

As a driver of a company vehicle, the advice 
I would give others on safe driving would be 
-first, to check the car or truck to make sure 
it is safe to drive. I would then discuss the 
various laws, rules, regulations, and signals in 
order to be a safe driver. 

In line with this, I would emphasize the 
speed in school zones, and in summer when 
kids are playing along the streets. 

M any accidents are caused by following too 
closely. I would discuss reaction time and 
braking distance plus various road conditions. 

I would conclude with driver's attitude and 
road courtesy. 

ASTOR LEDFORD. Transit Man. 
Hazard 

Safe driving must be learned, since we 
aren' t born with the knowledge or skill to 
drive. Most people who drive know the basic 
safety rules, yet they aren't safe drivers be-

cause they don't use this knowledge due to 
faultv and slothful habits. 

One factor for safe dri,•ing seldom men
tioned by the experts as a cause of accidents is 
smoking while driving. Many accidents occur 
when d ri vers attempt to retrieve lighted cigar
ettes, pipes, and matches when they have 
dropped in the seats and floor. 

T o drive safely is to drive defensively, men
tally awake, at a speed that is reasonable and 
proper to meet road and weather conditions 
and traffic regulations. Safe driving is the end 
result of all the safety rules having been fol
lowed. 

Frank Barns, right, points out a car inspection 
point to James R. Turpin, auto repairman. 

FRANK B. BARNS. Line Supervisor, 
Welch 

My first reaction upon being asked what 
advice I could give others about safe driving 
was, "It is an unfair question to ask a super
stitious man." Our Facts and Figures for the 
month of February devotes a full page or 
approximately 900 words on tips about how 
to avoid "rear enders". All of these tips are 
excellent and could be applied to other phases 
of safe driving as well. 

We have our lessons from experience that 
point out the errors of others. Insurance com
panies, traffic control agencies, safety councils 
and many other agencies are continually re
minding us to be safe drivers. To all of this 
wealth of information and good advice, I 
would like to add five tips which are certainly 
not original but will bear repeating. First, be 
sure of the mechanical condition of any piece 
of equipment you drive. Second, stay alert at 
all times when driving. Third, be a defensive 
driver, plan for any eventuali ty. Fourth, ad
just your driving speed to the conditions of 
the road and weather; and, finally, have a 
benign guardian angel. 

J, W. FAUCETTE. JR .. Electrical Engi
neer, Roanoke 

Be alert, defensive and courteous. These 
quali ties along with the development of other 
good driving habits will insure safe driving. 
Among the better habits to develop are: travel 
at a reasonable speed as dictated by road and 
weather conditions; allow plenty of time for 
your trips. A fatigued or irritable driver is 
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not a safe driver. 
Plan your moves in advance so as to avoid 

sudden turns, lane jumping and sudden stops. 
When you plan any turns or stops, notify other 
traffic well in advance with the proper signals. 
Be alert of other traffic around you so that you -
will be in a position to allow for any sudden 
moves on their part. Above all, give the con- ) 
sideration to other drivers that you would like 
to receive from them. 

JOHN H. RODRIAN. System Operat
ing Engineer. Roanoke 

Although it is the responsibility of the sys
tem transportation department to have com
pany cars inspected every 2,000 miles, it is 
the responsibility of the driver to keep the car 
inspected in the meantime. A thorough in
spection by the driver is not practical before 
a trip, but a quick check should be made of 
the instruments, headlights, tires, brakes, etc. 
The contents of the trunk should also be ex
amined to determine if a good spare tire, jack, 
lug wrench and chai ns are included. 

When returning the car, the driver is again 
responsible for promptly reporting any me
chanical difficulties he may have encountered. 
This report should be made on the form pro
vided by system transportation for this purpose. 
Failure to submit this report makes it even 
more important for a driver to check the car 
before a trip. 

KENNETH FRIDLEY. Material Clerk. 
Kanawha River Plant 

I think the vehicle should be in first class 
condition; and, if it is not, it should be 
reported. 

Obey all traffic laws. 
Give hand signals although you have di

rectional signals. If there is a line of cars be
hind you, it is possible that no one will see 
the blinker except the first car behind. 

Be courteous, and give the other driver 
every break possible. 

When someone passes you, break speed and 
be alert in case he cu ts in too short. 

Do not take chances on running yellow 
lights. 

H ave a clear vision through all glass before 
driving. 

If one is affected by bright lights from be
hind, put hand up in front of rear view 
mirror, this acts as a signal. 
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Substation On Wheels 

A mobile substation, Appalachian's first to travel by tractor-trailer, has been 
put in service. Based in Roanoke, the new 10,000-kva unit will be available 
for use anywhere by Appalachian, Kentucky Power, or Kingsport Utilities. It 
can be used to replace a substation during an emergency outage, or during 
a planned outage. Appalachian has three other 138,000-volt mobile trans
formers, all designed to travel on special railroad cars. 

AEP Studying 
Anti-Trust Cases 

Most of the employees of our com
panies have undoubted ly read of the 
recent anti-trust convictions of a num
ber of electrical equipment manufac
turers. You may be interested in 
knowing what is being done to de
termine whether these price-fixing 
,-iolations resulted in damage to the 
various companies of the American 
Electric Power System, and, if so, 
the extent of such damage. 

The accounting department of the 
American F.lcctric Power Service 
Corporation has been assigned the 
task of collecting the va rious necessary 
information on purchases by our 
co;·npanies and the other System com
pa 1ies of the equipment referred to 
in the indictments. In addition, the 
SeJvice Corporation's legal depart
ment is engaged in extensive research 
into all of the legal aspects of the case. 

Logan Plant To Be 
Placed On Reserve 

The Logan generating plant will 
be taken out of service on May 1 and 
placed on a reserve status. Th is an
nouncement was made on March 15. 

In making the announcement, 
R. E. Hodges, vice president and 
general manager of Appalachian, said , 
" l t is our si ncere hope that we will 
be able to place a number of the 
plant's 82 employees in jobs at other 
locations in the company." 

H e said that the company took 
the action because the requirements 
for power generation arc below what 
they had been expected to be at t his 
time and it was necessary to cut back 
power prod uction in some of the 
company's plan ts. 

The Logan plan t was placed in 
operation in 19 15 with a capacity of 
9,600 kilowatts. Additions to the 
plant were made in 192 1, 1923 and 
193 7, raising the capacity to the 
present 87,000 kilowatts. 
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Appalachian Employees Give Big Boost 
To Electric Home Heating Sales Campaign 

Sales reports continue to be out
standi ng in Appalachian's first con
centrated electric home heating cam
paign, with emphasis on the conver
sion market. 

But the big news is the way em
ployees h ave pitched in to make the 
growth of electric heating a "job 
for all of us''. Appalachian's fou r di
visions h ave set up Employee Home 
H eating Prospect Campaigns on a 
compeuuve basis withi n districts, 
plants and divisions. From February 
1, when the effort began, through 
M arch 22, the latest report date, 
employees in Appalachian had turned 
in 1,274 electric home heating pros
pects, already resulting in 98 sales. 

This number is part of the 233 
electric home heating sales made on 
the Appalachian system since Feb
ruary I. Of this number, I 34 arc 
new homes and 99 are conversions of 
other heating systems to electri c heat. 
Conversion sales during February and 
March were 4 7.8 per cent greater 
than in the same period of I 960. 

In the overall company program, 
Appalachian is worki ng with its 
Appalachian Reddy Kilowatt Recom
mended Electric Home H eating 
Dealers. Using the theme of "Switch 
To Flameless Electric H eat'', these 
dealers are offering special trande-in 
inducements to home owners con
verting to electric heat. Appalachian 
is working with the dealers in fur
nishing promotional aids and other 
special help. 

The employee campaign is be ing 
supervised by the division managers, 
worki ng with managemen t in each 
district and plant. Each division de
vised its own campaign. 

A break-down of the number of 
prospects turned in by employees, 
and the resulting sales, is as follows: 

Bluefie ld Division-Abingdon dis
trict and Clinch R iver plant com
bined: 65 prospects, no sales; Blue
field district {including division em
ployees) , and Glen Lyn plant com-

Employee interest in the electric heating sales campaign is exemplified by 
this bulletin board at Cabin Creek plant. Ronald Morrison, test engineer, 
designed it, Hobart Harrah, boiler maintenanceman, built it and Dan Hope, 
guard, painted the Reddy figure and sign. Note the information rack at the 
bottom, filled with literature on electric heating secured by Mr. Morrison 
from commercial department personnel. Discussing electric heating here are 
Don Ballard, boiler maintenance mechanic, le~. and Tommy Graham, boiler 
maintenance man. 

bined: 272 prospects, 4 sales; Pulaski 
district: 79 prospects, I 0 sales ; W elch 
district: 48 prospects, 1 sale ; division 
grand total : 464 prospects, I 5 sales. 

Charleston Division- Beckley d is
trict: 35 prospects, 13 sales; Charles
ton district {including division em
ployees): 238 prospects, 19 sales; 
Point Pleasant district: 4 5 prospects, 
I 3 sales; Cabin Creek plan t: 8 pros
pects, no sales; Kanawha River plan t: 
5 prospects, no sales; Philip Sporn 
plant; 4 prospects, 4 sales; division 
grand total : 3 3 5 prospects, 49 sales. 

Huntington Division - Hunting
ton district {including division em
ployees): 72 prospects, 6 sales ; Logan 
district: 129 prospects, 3 sales; Logan 
plant: 14 prospects, I sale; Will iam
son district: 79 prospects, 5 sales ; 

division grand total: 294 prospects, 
I 5 sales. 

Roanoke Division-Fieldale dis
trict: 39 prospects, 9 sales; Lynch
burg district : 3 7 prospects, 1 sale; 
Roanoke district {including division 
employees): 85 prospects, 7 sales; 
system {those living in Roanoke 
area): 20 prospects, 2 sales; division 
grand total: 1 8 I prospects, 1 9 sales. 

Kingsport ... 
(Cont. fro m Page 1) 

12,000 volt distribution line projects, 
and approxima tely 50 other projects 
related to the O\'erall program. 

Ahead of Demand 

A complete investigation of all 
phases of this matter is being made 
and, on its completion, such action 
will then be taken as appears nec
essa ry in order' properly to protect all 
of our interests. 

MHD Commercial Prospects . • • (Cont. from Page 1) 

The five-year program enables 
Kingsport Uti lities to keep ahead of 
fas t-growing demands for power in 
the area. This demand comes from 
three principal sources: an overall in_ 
crease in sales of kilowatthours 
growth of industry in the area and 
an increase of electric heat users. At 
the end of I 9 5 5, before this project 
began, K ingsport had 1,280 home 
owners who had electric heat in thei r 
houses. At the end of 1960, this 
number had grown to over 3,500. 
The average annual kilowatthour 
usage per residential customer has 
grown from a usage of 6,000 kilo
watthours at the end of 19 5 5 to over 
9, I 00 kilowatthours at the end of 
January, 1961. 

Hobbies Set For 
Roanoke Retiree 

Mr. Kingry 

Traveling, hunting, fishing and 
fly-tying, heretofore pastimes, will be
come a way of life for J ames B. 
Kingry, Roanoke district collector. 

Mr. K ingry retired M arch 31 after 
18 years of company service, and 
plans to spend considerable time to 
these hobbies in retirement. H e was 
employed as meter reader April 19, 
1943, and was promoted to collector 
in May, 19 54. A native of Roanoke, 
he attended National Business Col
lege, and served in the Army in the 
first World War. 

Mr. and Mrs. K ingry will mam
tai n their home in Vinton. 

New utili ties participating in the 
proj ect are the Boston Edison Com
pany, Boston, Mass., and The United 
IJluminating Company, New Haven, 
Conn. 

Original sponsoring companies, all 
of which are con tinuing wi th Avco 
in the MHD program are: Appala
chian ; Central Illinois Light Com
pany, Peoria, Ill. ; The Dayton Power 
and L ight Company, Dayton, Ohio; 
Illinois Power Company, Decatur, 
Ill. ; Indiana & Michigan Electric 
Company, Fort Wayne, Ind. ; India
napolis Power and L ight Company, 
Indianapolis, Ind.; Kansas City 
Power & Light Company, Kansas 
City, Mo. ; Louisville Gas and E lec
tric Company, Louisville, Ky.; Ohio 
Power Company, Canton , Ohio; and 
Union Electric Company, St. Louis, 
Mo. 

The new M ark IC generator now 
in operation at the Avco-Everett R e
search Laboratory is believed to be 
by far the most advanced generator 
in the coun try. Dr. Arthur Kan tro
wi tz, Avco vice president and di rector 
of the L aboratory, sa id the new gen
erator after further development wi ll 
be capable of producing upwards of 
500 kilowatts of power for the time 
periods necessary to evaluate engi
neering problems associated with the 
system. The proj ect is under the 
direction of Thomas Brogan, princi
pal research scientist at Avco-Everett. 

The basic difference between an 
MHD generator and the present 
conventional electric generator is that 
part of the costly steam turbine cycle 
would be eliminated and much heavy 

equipment would be unnecessary. 

The principle of M H D has been 
known since early in the I 9th Cen
tury when Faraday d iscovered that 
electrici ty could be made by moving 
a coil of wire with respect to a mag
netic field. This, in essence, is how 
commercial electricity is produced to
day. A moving magnetic field driven 
by a steam turbine generates elec
tricity in a fixed armature. Electric 
utilities today burn coal or other fuel 
to heat water' into steam which drives 
the turbine. 

In the MHD system the burning 
coal, oil, or atomic energy would heat 
a gas to such temperatures that it 
would become ionized and a conduc
tor of electricity. Th is hot gas 
would be forced through a magnetic 
fi eld and would produce electrical 
power directly in a static circui t. 

Avco has been studying M H D, 
both as a possible source of electric 
power and as a propulsion source for 
space veh icles, for the past three 
years. Some of the scientists at the 
Laboratory h ave been conducting ex
periments in these fi elds for more 
than 1 0 years. 

According to Dr. Kantrowi tz, the 
past year's studies are believed to 
have solved one of the major prob
lems facing commercial generation 
of power by MHD. 

This is the problem of material 
versus temperature. Temperatures in 
excess of 4,000 degrees F. are re
quired before combustion gases can 
become conductors of electricity. 
Wi th this requirement it was n eces-

sary in Avco's original power cycle 
to prehea t the combustion ai r in ex
cess of 3,000 degrees F. for effic ient 
operation of the MHD plant. M a
terials capable of withstanding tem
peratures high enough to preheat the 
combustion air have not been de
veloped. 

T o solve this problem, Avco 
scientists, in cooperation with AEP, 
studied power cycles where the com
bustion air is enriched with oxygen 
before being fed to the preheater 
and combustion chamber. The use 
of oxygen reduces preheat require
men ts to the point where a conven
tional material such as stainless steel 
can be used. The new cycle yields 
performance and economics compar
able to those of the original air cycle. 

This use of an "oxygen cycle" 
now means that regenerators {pre
heate rs) currently available commer
cially can be employed in the MHD 
system, and i t wi ll not be necessary 
to design a new regene rator. 

D r. Kantrowitz said , "Now that 
auxiliary components of the MHD 
power plant already exist, only the 
generator itself requires further de
velopment." 

In the generator now being used 
by Avco, the plasma, or hot gas, is 
provided by a combustion chamber 
similar to a rocket thrust chamber 
which burns a mixture of kerosene 
or alcohol and gaseous oxygen 
"seeded" with powdered potassium 
salts to make the plasma a better elec_ 
trical conductor. T he plasma enters 
the generator at about 5,000 de
grees F . 

The building program- the phase 
just completed and that work proj
ected for the future--is the resul t 
of the work done by Kingsport Util i
ties' planning section. This section 
continuously makes load growth 
studies of the area, predicting where 
and how much the growth in use of 
electric power will be, and how to 
best have faci lities ready to meet the 
growth when it arises. 

Flexible 

The program that is evolved, like 
the 1956-6 1 program, is flexible in 
that it can be stepped up if the need 
arises, or changes can be made in it 
with little trouble. 

This planning section foresaw 
Kingsport's present growth years ago, 
and today is working years ahead. 

" f.\,idence of the vitali ty of the 
communi ty is all around us when we 
look at the way Kingsport is grow
ing," Wright stated. " The city and 
its people deserve credi t for their 
fo resightedness and energy, and 
Ki ngsport Utilities is happy to be a 
part of this growth and to be able 
to grow with the commun ity." 
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Glen Lyn Plant 

C. L. Spangler, safety supervisor, 
taught a standard first aid class, com
pleted by F.. C. Weatherly, Raymond 
Compton, Jr., J. H. Witt, Jr., 0. L. 
Whitlow, W. R. J ohnson, L. K. 
Johnston, Jr., D. E. Brown, A. R. 
White, J. A. Johnston, 0. W. Bond, 
T . B. Skelton, W. H. Dillow, R. E. 
Johnson, A. J. Turner, H. P. Jack
son, Jr., N. J. Jessee, Jr., 0. S. 
Knight, ]. C. Drain, P. H. Mann, 
J. A. Saunders, A. H. Comer, R. K. 
McClaugherty, R. B. Comer, W. M. 
Woodyard, G. R. Whitt, and G. L. 
Evans. 

Pulaski 

I t was a time of elections, par
ticularly in fraternal organizations 
. . . 0. B. Kidd, area supervisor, 
was named worthy patron of the Or
der of the Eastern Star ... .J. B. 
Brillheart, Jr., draftsman, was elected 
esteemed loyal knight of Lodge No. 
1067, BPOE in Pulaski ... Mrs. 
Lois K. Collins, contract clerk, and 
Mrs. H elen C. Banc, petty cash clerk, 
were elected treasurer and corre
sponding secretary, respectively, of 
the Pulaski Junior Woman's Club ... 
Mrs. Mildred P. McCall, wife of 
B. B. McCall, division power sales 
engineer, was named president of the 
Madeline Harman Woman's Club. 
Reelected treasurer was Mrs. H. B. 
Newland, engineering stenographer 
and wife of the personnel supervisor 
... Stanley C. Smith, line inspector, 
attended the Grand Lodge of Vir
ginia, representing the Pythorgas 
Lodge No. 239, of which he is wor
shipful master. 

Bluefield 

Danny, son of James R. Bailey, 
general serviceman, who is the only 
West Virginia student chosen to par
ticipate in the 1961 European Con
cert Tour of the School Band of 
America, has again been honored. 
Danny, 15-year-old student at Blue
field H igh School, won third-place 
honors in the Physical Science-Bi
ology Division at the annual M ercer 
County Science Fair held in March 
... Congratulations also to Katherine 
H icks, daughter of Emmett D. 
Hicks, division draftsman, who was 
the third-place winner in the Gen
eral Science-Junior High Division. 
Katherine is a ninth-grade student 

at Princeton Junior High School •.• 
H erbert D. Lester, office messenger, 
has resigned . . . H arriett Helton, 
0 . B. supervisor at St. Luke's Hos
pital in Bluefield, recently attended 
the Convention of the American Col
lege of Surgeons in Philadelphia. She 
is the daughter of the late John 
Helton, Bluefield area supervisor, and 
the sister of Rex Helton, system 
transmission department . . • Mary 
Ruth Chambers, system sccretarial
stenographer, is the new Associate 
Conductress of Bluefield Chapter No. 
I 02, Order of the Eastern Star. Her 
mother, Mrs. Louise Whittington, 
will also serve as Page . . . Mrs. 
D. P. Minichan, wife of the assistant 
division manager, has been elected to 
a high State office in the Daughters 
of the American Revolution. She will 
sen·e as state magazine chairman . 

(Su Blttefield, Page 11) 

Point Pleasant 

Congratulations to K. C. Morris, 
engineering aide, and Frederick Ni
bert, T&D clerk, who have joined 
the Red Cross Gallon Club . . . 
Mavis J. Weaver, PBX operator, has 
resigned becau.se of pregnancy . 
N . L. Click is a new janitor ... 
W. C. Gilmour, administrative as
sistant, was reelected treasurer of the 
Christ Episcopal Church. 

Charleston 

Judy H ackney was a member of a 
team which participated in the West 
Virginia State Women's Bowling 
Tournament in Wheeling ... Fred 
Brown, commercial, spoke on con
cepts in lighting design to the Elec
tric League of Charleston. 

Beckley 

Welcome back to Thomas G. Al
len, electrical engineer, who has re
turned from a military leave of ab
sence ..• C. D. Fitzpatrick, working 
foreman, has resigned. 

Course Completed 

Another tough job is over for Isom Sergent, right, who accepts from A. R. 
Barber, Hazard district manager, a diploma signifying successful completion 
of an industrial engineering course offered by International Correspondence 
Schools. Mr. Sergent, meter reader at Hazard, enrolled in this course in 
August 1954, immediately after he had completed a 2 Y2-year course in 
electrical drafting. He finished both courses with outstanding grades. 
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Pikeville 

Two employees were recent guest 
speakers . . . Mrs. Guialene Smith, 
home service representative, spoke to 
the Pikeville Woman's Club on patio 
entertaining .. . And H. H. Kincaid, 
district manager, spoke to the Rotary 
Club on Rood control projects for the 
Big Sandy River. 

Ashland 

Mary Lynn, daughter of ]. W. 
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Old And New 

Scholtens, administrative assistant, was 
one of I 2 students elected to the 
Coles Junior High School H onor 
Society. 

A novel display, contrasting the old and the new way to heat, has attracted 
comment and sales in Logan. T. J. Hanley executed the display in the lobby 
of the Logan office, which showed clearly the advantages Cool By Wire holds ) 
over the pot-bellied stove. 

Smith Mountain Employees Fund 
officers, elected to serve during the 
coming year, are, from left, Bob 
Sodler, treasurer; Ross Newell, vice 
president; Hale Terry, secretary, and 
Jim Bauknecht, president. 

Logan Plant 

tion of "Arsenic and Old Lace". 
Mary E. Davis, managerial, was a 
prompter .. . Gallon pins were pre
sented to blood donors Richard C. 
Kuhn and Harold S. Trussell . . . 
]. A. Kovich, district engineer, was 
appointed a member of the Park 
Board Commission for the City of 
Mi tchell H eights. H e ;vas also a 
Science Fair judge at Logan High 
School. 

Williamson 

H . W. Cerrato, head T&D clerk, 
was elected Esteemed Leading 
Knight, and C. R. Wilson, Jr., di
vision power sales engineer, was 
named Lecturing Knight, of the Wil
liamson BPO Elks Lodge No. 1408. 

Huntington 

J ack Pippin, meter reader, and 
junior warden of Kingsport Masonic 
Lodge No. 688 F&AM, attended the 
Grand Lodge Session of F&AM of 
Tennessee in Nashville ... Ken, son 
of Frank Umberger, assistant district 
office supervisor, was one of six 
Dobyns-Bennett High School stu
dents awarded membership in Mu 
Alpha Theta, international mathe
matics club for high schools and 
junior colleges. 

Smith Mountain 

Welcome to new employee J udy 
Boswell, clerk stenographer in the 
resident engineer's office .•. Gene 
Spitzer, cost engineer, has been ap
pointed to the advancements com
mittee for the Boy Scouts of Rocky 
Mount ... J udy Snodgrass, a junior 
at Radford College, has been named 
to the school's May Court. She is 
the daughter of Earle T. Snodgrass, 
resident engineer. 

Roanoke Activities with the Red Cross made 
news . . . Corbin Miller and Joe The Scottish Rite Body, Degree 
DeGarmo, of the AEP Lab, have Team Association, has selected R. E. 

Review classes in first aid, taught each donated a gallon of blood to the Slaydon, heating and builder sales 
by R. L. McComas and L. D. Adams, blood bank ... Virgil Mautz, meter- representative, as its new president 
were attended by J. R. Beckett, man, a certified Red Cross first aid ... Reggie Reynolds, son of W. C. 
G. G. Bias, D. F. Brumfield, Russell instructor, is teaching a cou rse to Reynolds, meterman, played on VPl's 
Butcher, J r., T . A. Fender, W. E . members of the Spring Valley Fann freshman basketball team ... J. B. 
Fortune, S. M . Hainor, A. V. H an- Woman's Club and the Spring Valley Whitmore, division planning engi-
nah, E. M. Jeffreys, Jr., Norman Civic Association . .. H. D. Still- neer, attended the Senior Officers 
Johnson, Jr., D. D. Lambert, J r., man, division manager, has been Nuclear Weapons Employment 
W. Z. Lee, G . W . McAbee, J. S. elected a trustee of the Huntington Course at the U. S. Army Command 
McNeely, Orville Napier, A. V. Industrial Corporation ... Welcome and General Staff College at Fort 
Pack, J. H. Porter, Ray Pridemore, to Patricia Ann Williams, new home Leavenworth, Kan., Colonel Whit-

) 

Raymond Ray, I. B. Richard~W. ~~~~~~~rkes~e~n~t~at~~~e~·~~~~~~~~~~~~S~eLe ~R~oa~n~o~k~e~P~a~eL7LJ~~~~~~
Snider, A. ]. Stowers, A. G. White 
and W . C. Workman ... Monefre, 
wife of D. F. Woolcock, chief chem
ist, was initiated into the Xi Sigma 
chapter of Beta Sigma Phi . . . 
And Shelba, daughter of E. R. Crad
dock, guard, was initiated into the 
Alpha Xi Pacesetters sorority at Logan 
High School ... Bertha, wife of 
.J. R. Beckett, shift supervisor, and 
her partner finished fourth in the 
doubles competition of the annual 
Logan Women's Bowling Association 
tournament .. . M .. F. Morrison, 
plant personnel supervisor, is teaching 
first aid to members of Girl Scout 
Troop 73 of Justice Addition. 

Logan 

Congratulations to P. C. Gosney, 
Madison area supervisor, who was 
elected vice president of both the 
Madison Chamber of Commerce and 
the Madison Rotary Club ... R. B. 
Waggoner, accounting supervisor, ap
peared in the Little T heatre produc-

Lynchburg First Aid 

._ 
Lynchburg employees completed a standard Red Cross first aid course lost 
month. Twenty-six employees earned their certificates from instructors James 
H. Haley, Jr., A. M. Ward and M. A. Langford. Above is a scene from a 
recent class, showing N. C. Davis, W. E. Crouch, C. D. Ross, J . H. Ward 
(victim), J. A. Martin (applying first aid) and Mr. Langford. 
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Jesse Bussey 
System 

25 Years 

C. L. Farley 
Bluefield 
20 Years 

Moscoe Blackburn 
Hazard 

20 Years 

C. <H. Feiszli 
Logon Plont 

25 Years 

J. H. Nickels 
Kingsport 
20 Years 

P. E. Scally 
Sporn Plant 
20 Years 

Green Promoted 
To KU District Post 

Clyde E. Green was promoted 
March 1 to the post of district engi
neer, moving up from civil engineer 

Mr. Green 

engineer. 

of K ingsport. 
H e was em

ployed in O cto
ber 1938 as a 
cle rk m the 
engi neering de
partment. H e 
worked as rod
man and tran
si tman before 
he was pro
moted in April 
1942 to civil 

In his new posi tion Mr. Green 
will continue a number of his former 
duties and assume a portion of those 
formerly held by C. E. Holyoke, dis
trict superintendent. 

H e is married and has one daugh
ter. 
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Prese·nted 

C. W. Hale 
Abingdon 
25 Years 

Norwood Dingess 
Clinch River 

20 Years 

D. 0. B. Matthews 
Kanawha River 

20 Years 

A. C. Skeen 
Abingdon 
25 Years 

L. S. Caldwell 
Roanoke 

N, W. Collier 
Hazard 

20 Years 

Company Man 
Gives First Aid 

A man who happened to be at 
the right spot at the right time 
with the proper knowledge was 
H. M. Jones, Abingdon district 
lineman. 

He stopped at a service station 
near Drill, Va., one day recently, 
and saw a woman whose hand was 
bleeding severely. She had fallen 
on broken glass and suffered deep 
cuts in the palm, and blood was 
seeping through a ra~ wrapped 
loosely over the wound. 

Mr. Jones, who had company 
first aid trai ning and holds an 
advanced certificate, got a tourn i
quet from the first aid kit in his 
truck, stopped the bleeding, and 
insisted that the woman go to a 
doctor at once m a car that was 
available. 

L. O. McKinney 
Cabin Creek 

20 Years 

C. E. Richardson 
Roanoke 
20 Years 

J . T. Childress 
System 

20 Years 

W. N. Moss 
Cabin Creek 

20 Years 

J. E. Jones 
Roanoke 
20 Years 

SERVICE 
These pins are 
awarded in 
recognition of 
years of faithfu I 
service. Each of 
these pins also 
recognizes the 
part the em
p I oye e has 
played in the 
progress of the 
company during 
these yeors of 
service. 

W. J. Rose Named 
Director Of AEP 

W. ]. Rose, vice president and 
secretary of the American Electric 
Power Company, has been elected a 

Mr. Rose 

1954-58. 

member of its 
board of direc
tors. 

He joined 
AEP in 1938, 
was elected sec
retary in 1949 
and vice presi
dent in 1952. 
He previously 
served as a di -
rector 
the 

during 
period 

Mr. Rose, in addi tion, is vice pres
ident, secretary and a director of the 
AEP System's six operating com
panies, including our own three, and 
of the AF.P Service Corporation. 
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Appalachian Power Company 

Abinqdon Distrkt-25 YEARS: C. W. HALE, truck drivcr-groundman; A. C. 
SKEEN, line inspector. 

Beckley District-15 YEARS: H. H . CRAWFORD, collector. 

Bluefield District-20 YEARS: CLYDE L. FARLEY, line fo reman. 15 YEARS: 
CHARLES M. WAGNER, JR., division heating and builder sales coordinator. 

Cabin Creek Plant-20 YEARS: WILBURN. MOSS, boiler operator; LEONARD 
0. McKINNEY, transformer maintenance mechanic. 

Charleston District-35 YEARS: R. T. DONEGAN, T&D clerk ; S. H. ESKINS, 
area supervisor. 5 YEARS: CHARLES E. HAYMAKER, lineman; JACQUELINE 
HOTTLE, general clerk; RICHARD L. ISNER, material clerk. 

Clinch River Plant-20 YEARS: NORWOOD DINGESS, labor-janitor fo reman. 
5 YEARS: JAMES F. COMBS, auxiliary equipment operator. 

Fieldale District-20 YEARS: 0. A. KEENE, meter serviceman. 15 YEARS: 
R. A. YOUNGMAN, district engineer. 10 YEARS: D . A. MARTIN, T&D clerk; 
]. T. WILSON, appliance serviceman. 

Glen Lyn Plant-25 YEARS: HARRY P. JACKSON, assistant shift operating 
engineer; JAMES A. SAUNDERS, chemist assistant; GARNETT C. THOMPSON, 
unit foreman. 10 YEARS: FLOYD F. FERGUSON, instrument maintenance 
helper; THOMAS T. THOMPSON, auxiliary equipment operator. 5 YEARS: 
JAMES C. SUTPHIN, utility operator (coal); GEORGE A. THWAITES, utility 
man. 

Huntinqton District-35 YEARS: OPIE JACKSON, meter serviceman; WILLIE 
A. MOORE, janitor. 25 YEARS: JIM M. WYSONG, commercial sales representa
tive. 20 YEARS: PEARL LESTER, JR., PBX operator. 15 YEARS: L. E. 
PERKEY, line foreman; W. C. ROSE, JR., electrical engineer. 10 YEARS: 
NATHANIEL BOWEN, groundman; R. M. HOGSETT, JR., merchandise order 
and billing clerk. 5 YEARS: JACQUELINE B. LAYNE, janitress. 

Kanawha River Plant-20 YEARS: D. 0 . B. MATTHEWS, unit foreman. 10 
YEARS: G. C. FANNIN, ma intenance man. 5 YEARS: J. Q. BLAIR, helper. 

Kinqsport Utilities. Jnc.-20 YEARS: ]. H. NICKELS, JR., engineering aide. 
15 YEARS: C.H. HAND, groundman. 5 YEARS: R. L. FERRELL, T&D clerk. 

Loqan District-25 YEARS: PAUL C. GOSNEY, area supervisor. 

Loqan Plant-25 YEARS: CARL H. FEISZLI, supervisor of maintenance. 20 
YEARS: LESTER P. LUCAS, turbine operator; WARREN C. WORKMAN, 
mechanical maintenance helper. 

Lynchburq District-25 YEARS: W. H. KEY, meter serviceman. 20 YEARS: 
W. E. MOSS, linerr~~- 5 YEARS: MARGARET S. FLOYD, credit and collection 
clerk; C. E. SAl\:lJERSON, meter service helper. 

Point Pleasant District-15 YEARS: C. A. BURDETTE, stores supervisor; ]. D. 
SPIGGLE, commercial sales representative. 5 YEARS: ROSE S. MARTIN, cashier. 

Pulaski District-15 YEARS: MARTHA K. HORNE, home service representative. 

Radford Arsenal Steam Plant-10 YEARS: T. W. GOAD, coal conveyor operator; 
H. M. McCOY, coal conveyor operator; C. E. SMITH, JR., turbine and switch
board operator. 

Roanoke District-20 YEARS: C. R. BROGAN, meter service helper; L. S. 
CALDWELL, lineman; J. E. JONES, division area development representative; 
C. E. RICHARDSON, heating and builder sales representative. 15 YEARS: 
VIRGINIA]. AYERS, secretarial-stenographer. 10 YEARS: LAURA L. CLAIR, 
elevator operator. 5 YEARS: R. G. GARRETT, JR., draftsman. 

Smith Mountain Dam-10 YEARS: RALPH CLEETER, timekeeper; HOMER 
C. MARTIN, chief of civil engineers. 

Philip Sporn Plant-20 YEARS: PAUL E. SCALLY, personnel supervisor. 10 
YEARS: CHARLES M. HALEY, equipment operator; RAYMOND J . SMITH, 
unit foreman. 5 YEARS: LEWIS R. GILLAND, auxiliary equipment operator; 
MARVIN J. McFARLAND, auxiliary equipment operator; LARRY C. LIEVING 
auxiliary equipment operator. ' 

System-25 YEARS: JESSE BUSSEY, system senior personnel assistant. 20 
YEARS: ]. T. CIIILDRESS, working foreman. 15 YEARS: 0. 0. CLENDENIN, 
system station man. 10 YEARS: J . E. GLOVER, system station fo reman· E. E. 
JOHNSON, regional chief dispatcher; T. K. SHEPHERD, system senior p~rsonnel 
assistant. 5 YEARS: C. H. GLOVER, SR., system control wireman; B. R. 
LARSON, electrical engineer. 

Welch District-15 YEARS: CHARLES R. SETTLE, district superintendent. 
·10 YEARS: GARLAND B. GENT, lineman. 

Williamson District-15 YEARS: W. H . KING, lineman. 10 YEARS: C. C. 
THOMPSON, truck driver-groundman. 

Kentucky Power Company 

Ashland District-15 YEARS: THOMAS COGAN, engineering aide; HERMAN 
TAYLOR, lineman. 

Hazard District-20 YEARS: MOSCOE BLACKBURN, line fo reman; N. W. 
COLLIER, area supervisor. 15 YEARS: EVERETT BUSH, lineman. 

Pikeville District-15 YEARS: DAVID RATLIFF, material clerk. 

Jack Builds House 
For Logan PTA Group 

The 64th birthday of the Parent
T eachers Association movement was 
celebrated all over the country last 
month, and in Logan, J ack R. Beck
ett, sh ift supervisor at Logan plant, 
had a big hand in the observance. 

Children of the Logan Central 
Grade School presented a ski t for the 
observance meeting of the PT A, 
using a complete house, stage size, 
built by Mr. Beckett. The entire 
job, house, shrubbery, trees, flowers, 
flagpole, cross and star, was prepared 
in sections to be assembled by the 
children during the ski t. 

Employee's Help 
Draws Praise 

Kindness and courtesy always pay, 
as proved by a letter received from 
Ralph J. Overby, an official of the 
Grand Lodge IOOF of West Vir
gi nia. 

In his letter to the Williamson 
office he wrote " I appreciate the ac
tion of one of your employees, Mr. 
Hubert King (Williamson d istrict 
lineman ) when he stopped and help
ed start my car for me. It had stalled 
on a lonely section of the highway 
near Cinderella, W. Va. I felt the 
least I can do is send this letter of 
thanks." 
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Celebrating their 60th wedding anniversary March 12 were the parents of 
Frank J. Umberger, Jr., local office supervisor of Kingsport Utilities. The 
elder Mr. Umberger, 89, is still active in business in Kingsport. More than 
1 SO friends helped the couple celebrate the day. 

The first home in Huntington to have electric lighting 
has fallen to progress. The old mansion on Third Avenue 
was built in 1893 by Mr. ond Mrs. Ely Ensign, and in 
later years housed part of the Huntington Orthopedic 

Hospital. It is being torn down to make room for a new 
building. The razing is being done by Rabbitt Jarrell, 
whose father helped build the house 68 years ago. (Photo 
Courtesy Huntington Publishing Company.) There's a new breed of dog in Point 

Pleasant, developed by engineering 
department employees experimenting 
with connecting techniques. A cap 
insulator, a mid-span connector and 
aluminum crimpits were used among 
other things, to build this critter. 

Second place among more than 400 entries in the Huntington area Science 
Fair was won by Cynthia Warren, daughter of Wayne Warren, assistant stores 
supervisor at Logan. A seventh grade student at Logan Junior High School, 
she designed and built an electric motor. 

During a recent windstorm in Huntington a tree fell on a 4-kv line, and 
broke the No. 2ACSR conductor. The result was a strange compression 
pattern, examined here by Paul Harlan, left, line supervisor, and Fred 
Schwartz, district superintendent. 

Here is part of a refresher first aid course being offered at Clinch River plant 
for the 80 persons who have completed the standard course and "the 2S who 
finished the advanced course. Nine refresher classes, each three hours, are 
planned. 

E. V. Dunn, Bland area serviceman, was honored at the 
Bluefield supervisors' luncheon on the occasion of his 
retirement February 28. Attending the luncheon were 
ten retired employees. Their names and retirement years 
are, seated, I. to r., L. H. Sounders 'SS, H. E. Mattox 

'S 1, W. T. Elswick 'S5, H. W . Walk '49, and Otto 
Bressler '60; standing, D. A. Johnston '57, Larr'y Dunn 
'57, W. E. Brooks '58, E. V. Dunn, A. L. Wellford, Jr. 
'60, and J. P. Gills '60. 

New officers recently elected to head 
Huntington's Appalachian Employees 
Benevolent Association are I. to r., 
seated: June Deal and Wilma Mel
rose, board members; standing, 
F. C. Lake, vice president; L. A. 
Meador, president, and Cris Connelly, 
member of the board. 

Dedicated to the rehabilitation of the 
lame, a new electrically-heated and
cooled therapy center was opened in 
Logan last month. The $16,000 
building was built from public contri
butions to the Community Chest, and 
by Easter Seal sales. Howard Collins, 
Appalachian employee in Logan, is 
a member of the center's board of 
directors. 

Standard First Aid Certificates were 
presented to 19 Fieldale employees 
when they completed the standard 
course last month . Instructor J. W. 
Wright watches os A. B. Beheler ap
plies a splint to Audrey Harlowe's 
arm. 

Here's Fieldale's Audrey Harlowe 
again, this time minus the splint as 
she models an evening dress for the 
Martinsville-Henry County Woman' 
Club fashion show. Also modeling in 
the show were Jackie and Pamela, 
twin daughters of T. J . Shelton, dis
trict lineman. 

In Charleston division they start corollary reading at an early age. Nineteen
month-old Mark McMahon was photographed by Chris Mitchell as he sat 
engrossed in "Electrical World." His father, W. C. McMahon, Beckley district 
manager, was in Charleston for a meeting . Beckley and Charleston papers 
also used the story and picture. 

) 
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Clinch River: -Construction To Installation W. B. Bobbitt, Rock Expert, 

Huge pieces of equipment have begun flowing into Clinch 
River plant's third generating unit. At left, the low pres
sure stator rests snugly on a flat car in Roanoke after 

re-loading, and at right the 76-foot-long boiler drum is 
about to be hoisted into position at the plant. The ra il
road tracks were laid especially for the car. 

Arrival of the first generati ng 
equipment for Clinch River plant's 
Unit o. 3 sh ifted emphasis from 
construction to installation last month. 

Shortly after completion of the 
structural steel, the 192- ton boiler 
drum was brought into the uni t on 
a railroad flatcar over specially-laid 
tracks. The drum was hoisted into 
position 123 feet above ground level 
and secured in place by the perma
nent hanger U -bolts. 

In the first week of March the 

System Employee 
Dies Of Burns 

Mr. Latham 

Stanley E . L atham, system control 
wire man, system station depa rtment, 
d ied March 13 at Roanoke M emoria 
H ospital due to burns recei1·ed earlier 
that day at Saltville Station. 

M r. Latham was employed Octo
ber 5, 19 5 3, as system control wire
man. P rior to employment with the 
company he had worked for va rious 
engineering concerns as electrician, 
supervisor of line construction and 
foreman of substation construction. 

Survi1·ing are his wife, a daughter, 
a step-daughter and step-son and hi 
mother. Funeral sen•ices were held 
at Roanoke and burial was at H art
wood Presbyterian Cemetery, H art
wood, Virginia. 

stator for the low pressure section of 
the generating unit, shipped from 
the General Electric plant in Sche
nectady, was transferred in Roanoke 
from one flat ca r to another low 
enough to clear tunnels between Roa
noke and the plant. T he h igh pres
sure stator will follow shortly. 

By the time the equipment started 
arrivi ng, the general contractor's work 
at the plant was 85 per cen t com
pleted, and the piping, boiler, and 
electrical work from 1 0 to I S per 
cent. M ore than 300 men were 
working on the $ 30-million pro.iect 
at the start of last month. Starting 
date for work on the superstructure 
of the cooli ng tower was Apri l I. 

Roanoke . 
(Cont. from Page 4) 

more is commanding officer of the 
20 12th Logistical Command, a local 
reserve unit .. . A. M. Beatty has 
been elected second vice presiden t 
of the Civitan Club ... Congratu
lations to C . F.. Smith, T &D clerk, 
and L. D. Price, draftsman, who re
cently became members of the Red 
C ross Gallon Club . .. ]. G . Brit
tain, merchandise bookkeeper, has 
been appointed organ ist for the Roa
noke Lodge of Benevolent P rotective 
O rder of Elks for the third year. H e 
has also been elected to a new term 
on the board of deacons at the First 
Baptist Church . . . Charles W . 
Cromer, Jr., is a new ground man. 

Lynchburg 
Congratulations to D. C . Kenned~-, 

district manager, who has been named 
chairman of the Lynchburg School 
Board. H e has been on the board 
for a number of years . .. M rs. 
Ben Cook, wife of the material clerk, 
has been elected treasurer of the 
Lynchburg Association of Insurance 
Women . .. L. G. Dougan, person
nel supervisor, has been selected 
chairman of the nominating commit
tee for the Lynchburg Federation of 
the PTA . . . J oan Smith, personnel 
clerk, has resigned. 

Death Takes 
H. M. Sawyer, 69 

H arold M . Sawyer, 69, retired 
1•ice president of American Electric 
Power Company and of our com
panies, died March 5 after surgery. 
H e had also been a director. 

Mr. Sawyer retired in 1952 after 
a 41 -year sales career with the AEP 
Svstem . H e started in 1911 with 
Scranton F.lectric Company, a former 
system affiliate, following his gradua
tion from Cornell Unive rsity as a 
mechanical engineer. 

I n 1920 he was transferred to the 
New York office after holding posi 
tions with Atlantic City Electric 
Company and Wheeling Electric 
Company. He advanced from assist
ant contract agent to sales \'ice presi
dent, a position he held for 24 years. 

At various times M r. Sawyer served 
as chairman of the Sales Executive 
Conference, and as president of the 
Association of F.dison Electric Illumi
nating Companies. He also sefl"ed the 
Edison Electric Institute, trade asso
ciation for the nation's investor
owned electric utility companies, as 
head of se1'e ral committees. 

Sun•iving are a son and four grand
children. 

Why Your Doctor 
May Not Suggest 
Hospitalization 

T here are times when your physi
cian may not recommend that you 
enter the hospital for some proce
dures, even though your insurance 
stipulates that payment will be made 
only when you are hospitalized. 

Strange as this may seem, your 
doctor may be trying to keep your 
total costs down. (Remember that it 
is your money that pays for your 

---+-----------------+--..spitalization.) There are many, 

A. G. Adams, Roanoke truck driver-groundman, is another employee who is 
thankful for his hard hat. 'Here, W. S. Kitchen, assistant system safety direc
tor, left, presenis Mr. Adams with his membership certificate in the Turtle 
Club as J. C. Shelton, line foreman, right, looks on . Mr. Shelton is holding 
the one-pound spool insulator that fell 19 feet onto Mr. Adams' hard hat, 
which prevented a serious injury. He is the fourth Roanoke district employee 
to join the Turtle Club, mode up of people whose hard hats have saved them 
from death or injury. 

many professional procedures which 
can be done with equal safety and 
efficiency in your doctor's office at a 
much lower cost than in a hospital. 
One recent study showed that a pro
cedure costing $3 5 in a medical office 
could amount to $I 00 when done in 
a hospital because of the greater per 
patient costs inrnh•ed in running a 
hospital. 

So, don't pressure your physician 
into hospitalizing you unnecessarily 
when he thinks he can care for you 
properly in his office. When certain 
medical services can be more eco
nomically provided on an out-of-the
hospi tal basis the result can be lower
ing of overall medical costs. Further
more, it assu res that hospital beds will 
not be filled with persons not 5erious
ly ill and a bed will be more available 
when you really need institutional 
care. 

(From a pamphlet of the American 
M edical Association.) 

Going Strong Alter 50 Years 
You would have to look a long time to find a man who knows more 

about limestone than Radford 's Walter B. Bobbitt. H e has spent more than 
30 years of his life with the Radford L imestone Corporation, worked in the 
qua rry and office, quarried, crushed and sold the rock, and when necessary, 
collected for it. H e is now manager of the operation, and at an age when 
most men have long since retired, 
he is looking forward to more work. 

It was a happy choice that brought 
Mr. Bobbitt to Radford in 1930 
when the limestone company was ac
quired by the American F.lectric Pow
er Company. The operation was then 
known as Radford Limestone Com
panv, and continued under that name 
until it was sold early th is year. Mr. 
Bobbitt had been in the stone busi
ness since shortly after the turn of 
the century, and managed quarries in 
Wisconsin, West Virginia, and Vir
ginia and in various stone operations. 
He had already mastered that exact
ing trade, and had also spent se1·en 
vears working for a rail road in West 
Virginia as a roadrnaster before he 
came to Radford . On that ra ilro•d 
iob. he acqu ired the traits of strength, 
leadership, and authority that he has 
stamped on Radford L imestone Cor
poration. 

Leadership is what he gave the 
operation, wh ich had been quarrying 
and crushing stone under various 
names for nearly a half-century, and 
leadership is what he gave the entire 
industry when ~e developed a work
able stone sand. 

Long Search 

For years, construction men had 
searched for a workable sand that 
cou ld be made from stone. Such a 
find would reduce construction costs, 
increase efficiency, and create a 
stronger binding concrete. In 1935, 
five years after mo1·ing to Radford, 
Mr. Bobbitt had developed such a 
sand from the stone in the quarry. 
Word got around, thanks to the story 
that Mr. Robbitt wrote for the na
tional magazine, "Rock Products." 
(Mr. Bobbi tt has been a subscriber 
to this magazine for ha lf a century.) 
The industry realized it had some
thing big. A sample of the new sand 
showed the highest test results of any 
conventional sample for strength and 
bonding qualities. Requests for sam
ples and information came from all 
over the country then and since. lust 
this year, one man called from Win
nipeg to find out more about the 
sand. Last year, another construction 
man drove from Washington one 
Sunday just to get Mr. Bobbitt's ad-
1·ice on a project requiring large 
amounts of the sand, and spent most 
of the day with him. When he 
learned, in the course of the day's 
discussions, that Mr. Bobbitt was a 
dedicated church worker, he gave him 
a fi1·e dollar bill "for the plate". 

D evelopment of the sand came just 
in time to meet the construction needs 
of Claytor Dam, just a few hundred 
yards upstream from Radford Lime
stone Corporation's office. Into th is 
structure went 265 ,000 yards of con
crete made with Bobbitt's improved 
sand, all supplied from the company's 
quarry. T hey can say of M r. Bob
bitt and Claytor Dam what someone 
said of the architect Sir Christopher 
Wren's build ings in London: "If you 
would see his monument, look about 
you." 

AEP Career 

This achievement is what Mr. 
Bobbitt reflects on with the most 
pride as he looks back on more than 
a half-century in quarry work, and 
lie is proud, too, of the 30 years he 
has been a part of the American Elec
tric Power Company. For most of 

Mr. Bobbitt poses in front of the 
quarry where he has worked for more 
than 30 years. From here came the 
rock and sand used in Claytor Dam 
construction. 

those years, his boss was Graham 
Claytor, then an AEP vice president 
and now a company director, and the 
man for whom the dam was named, 
and who was responsible for bringing 
Mr. Bobbitt into the organization. 
The two have always worked well 
together, and of Mr. Claytor, Mr. 
Bobbitt has said that "he was a man 
you can admire and respect." 

Mr. Bobbitt himself is such a man. 
T he employees of the company re
spect h im because they know he knows 
his business. This is tlie man who has 
worked in stone for longer than many 
of them have lived. Mr. Bobbitt still 
keeps a close watch on everything that 
goes on in the quarry. He is on the 
job usually around seven in the morn
ing, getting th ings done; his blue 
pick-up truck bumping around the 
quarry is a familiar sight during the 
day. 

Weight Only Proble m 

Mr. Bobbitt is in first-class health, 
although he confesses that these days 
he is on a diet program in an effort 
to lose some weight. H e is not a man 
given to hobbies, having found that 
work was always enough to keep him 
occupied. H is major outside activity 
is church work. H e was made a dea
con in the Baptist Church in 1904, 
and has maintained an active mem
bership in the church ever since. H e 
is presently deacon emeritus. H e is 
vice president of the Virginia Aggre
gate Association, a Rotarian, and has 
been a member of the National 
Crushed Stone Association for 3 5 
years. 

H e is a friendly man, but not a 
back-slapper. H is sense of humor is 
good, and given to homey touches of 
speech, rather than broad jokes. For 
example, when a problem comes up, 
and Mr. Bobbitt believes that it will 
solve itself without people getting ex
cited about it, he advises his men that 
"there's no use waking the baby just 
to hear him cry." 

M r. Bobbitt and his wife, their 
daughter and family, all live in Rad
ford, the elder Bobbitts in a new 
house. In a way, his house reflects 
his stature as a company man: all of 
the mortar and concrete was made 
with his own stone sand. And an 
important thing is this charming 
house is a complete electric home. 



Page 8 

/ 

Mr. Dunn 

Fish, TV Await 
Retiree Dunn 

Retirement ended the 43-year 
ca reer of E verett Vance D unn, Blue
field area serviceman m Bland, 
March 1. 

Mr. Dunn began his employment 
at Bluefield in M ay 191 7. H e worked 
as lineman at Piedmont, did relief 
work at Switchback, and later moved 
to Welch. H e worked in Bland and 
Bastian, Va., in several capaci ties, and 
moved to Bland permanently in 1929. 
H e became area se rviceman in 1951. 

Active in all community activities, 
Mr. Dunn is a member of the Ki
wanis Club, the Masons, Eastern Star, 
and American Legion. H e is a mem
ber of the M ethodist Church, and 
chief hobbies are fishing and tele
vision, in both of which he claims 
proficiency, and he is a veteran of 
W "rid War I. He is married to the 
former Miss Josephine Burton, and 
he has two grown children by a for
mer marriage: Jack, also employed 
by Appalachian at Bland, and M rs. 
Mildred Ryan, Los Angeles. 

Roanoker Selected 
By Editors' Group 

C. R ichard Lovegrove, editor in 
system public relations, has been 

Mr. Lovegrove 

in Kingsport. 

elected presi
dent of the Ap
palachian In
dustrial Editors 
Association. 

H e rises to 
the AIEA presi
dency from the 
post of vice 
president. Elec
tion came at 
the grou p 's 
winter meeting 

The Association is made up of 
editors of employee publications of 
industries and businesses located m 
western Virginia, eastern Tennessee 
and North Carolina. 

Tillinghast Named 
New Unit Engineer 

John A. Tillinghast, staff engineer 
for the American Electric Power 
Service Corporation, New York, has 
been appoi nted proj ect engineer for 
the newly-announced 5 80,000-ki lo
watt unit to be built at the Tanners 
Creek Plant of Ind iana & Michigan 
Electric Company at L awrenceburg. 

Mr. T ill inghast was born and edu
cated in N ew York C ity. H e re
ceived his BS and M S degrees in 
mechan ical engineering from Co
lumbia University before joining the 
Service Corporation's mechanical en
gineering department in 1949. 

H e has had extensive experience 
in the engineering and design of 
major steam boilers and turbines. 
Since 1956 he has been responsible 
for the arrangement of equipment 
for such giant generating uni ts as 
the two 500,000-kilowatt machines 
now in operation in plan ts in l&M's 
Breed plant in Sull ivan, Ind., and the 
Phili p Sporn plan t. 

Retired Foreman 
At Kenova Dies 

Mr. Rowe 

Drue J. Rowe, 74, retired Ke
nova plant foreman, died March 17 
a few hours after suffering a heart 
attack. H e retired March I , 195 2 
after having completed more than 26 
years of service. H e was first em
ployed by the company in the fall of 
1925 as a repairman. 

Mr. Rowe was born in Fort Gay, 
W. Va., and spen t much of his early 
l ife in that section. From 1906 to 
19 10 he was in the Army, and served 
two years in the Philippines. 

His survivors include his wife, 
three daughters, fou r sons, and 20 
grandch ildren. 

Services were conducted at the 
Beard-Fisher Funeral Home in Hunt
ington, and burial took place in 
Boulevard Memorial Park. 

THE ILLUMINATOR 

C. J. Aders explains a switchboard he and two others made to help make 
their work at Beaver Creek station easier, safer and more efficient. 

Switchboard At Beaver Creek Station 
Makes Work Safer And More Efficient 

Just as line crews make use of 
the tailboard conference to familiar
ize themselves with a parti cular job, 
the operators at Pikeville's Beaver 
Creek station use a switch ing board 
to aid them in their work. 

Mr. Aders sums up the value of 
the board by saying: "The board 
helps to prearrange and check work, 
train switchmen, perform duties more 
safely, efficiently, accurately and 
promptly. It makes work easier, not 
harder. It is a matter of work sim
plification." 
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Employee Helps 
Badly Cut Boy 

W illard A. Johnson has done much 
for his fellow man. The manner he 
usually takes is giving blood to the 
Red Cross-he 
h as donated 
3 .)h gallons so 
far. 

But recently 
Willard, Prince.
ton meter read
er in the Blue
fi eld district, 
provided aid in 
another way. 
Several young
sters were sled

Mr. Johnson 

ding when one of them failed to make 
a tu rn and ran into a wire fence. The 
others were helping him home when 
Willard happened on the scene. 

H e examined the boy and found 
he had an eight-inch cut, one and a 
half inches deep, on his leg, and it 
was bleeding profusely. Using towels, 
W illard bound the boy's thigh tightly, 
treated him for shock, and got him to 
a hospi tal, where 150 stitches were 
required to close the wound. Hos
pi tal attendan ts later said the boy 
could easily have bled to death , ex
cept fo r Willard's firs t aid. 

The operators-C. J. Aders, Curtis 
Wallen and Bernard Little-con
structed the board themselves to use 
in the 138 ,000 vol t station. Mr. 
Aders recen tly explained the board 
and its use at the district's monthly 
safetv and operating meeting. 

Lighting, Plant Operations Subjects 
Of Articles In 'AEP Operating Ideas' 

The board contains a one-line 
diagram with the switches, oil circuit 
breakers, regulators, condensor and 
mai n feeds in and out of the station. 
I t utili zes lights, just as a main panel, 
and small blade switches to represen t 
the air break and disconnect switches. 
The operators use the board to set up 
actual problems and find the best 
solutions. 

At the meetin j\" Mr. Aders ex
plained the symbols and abbreviation<. 
plus the color codes on the board. and 
then went into standard procedures 
for sleet testing on 138,000 volt lines 
into the station, lockouts and other 
problems. 

Then each person at the meeting 
was given a typewritten sheet with 
a series of problems to be worked out. 
Some were asked to come before the 
group and solve problems on the 
board. 

1World1 Uses Article 
By Abingdon Employees 

An article by two Abingdon em
ployees appeared in the March 20 
issue of Electrical W orld. 

The article, " Binoculars Aid In 
Field Inspections," was written by 
H. C. Breeding, electrical engineer, 
and R. R. Gregory, lineman, and ap
peared in the Electric Utility Meth
ods section of the magazine. 

Suggestions from employees of the 
Huntington division and Logan, Ka
nawha R iver and Clinch River plan ts 

Mr. Kelsey 

were ca rried in 
the March issue 
of AEP Oper
ating I rleas. 

Paul C. Kel
sey, H unting
ton division line 
engineer, was 
the au th or of 
"Timer M eas
ures S tr ee t 
Light Burning 
H ours." H e de_ 

scribes an electric clock with an 
elapsed-time counter used to record 
cumulati1·e hours of actual lamp burn
ing for street lights in the city. The 
timer has proved more satisfactory in 
keeping an accurate check for group 
light replacement than previous meth
ods used. 

" Retracts Slag Blower W l1en Con
trols Fail" was written by P. E. 
E vans, auxil iary equipment operator, 
and Earl Adkins, maintenance fore
man, at Kanawha River Plant. They 
describe a device designed to retract 
the blower lance tube when the con
trols on a slag blower' air motor fa il 
to reverse the blower after it has com
pleted its full travel into the blower. 
The device makes removal safer and 
easier, and the method may mean the 

Mr. Evans Mr. Adkins 

d iffe rence between saving the lance 
tube and losing it. 

"Another W ay To Retract Stuck 
Slag Blowers" was written by five 
members of a slag blower class at 
Clinch River plant- E. C. Carr, 
R. G. Ferguson, E. S. Kees, C. M. 
Powers and P. N. Sutherland. These 
men approach the problem by using 
an electric pipe threader assembly for 
quick and easy removal of the slag 
blower. 

T he maintenance supervisors at 
Logan plant, Carl H. Feiszli and the 
late George Frey, were the originators 
of "Change Saves Repairs On Ash 
Hopper Walls." Original construc
tion of the ash hopper walls had not 
provided for daily startup-shutdown 
of boiler operation, causing the walls 
to break down. These walls, below 
the lower waterwall headers of boiler 
A, were modified to eliminate this 
maintenance problem. 

Ashland Youths Excel With Science Fair Exhibits 

Winning prizes in recent Science Fairs 
for their exhibits on e lectricity and 
bearings were these three Ashland 
youngsters, children of Ashland em
ployees. The two first prize winners 
wil,I go on to Marshall University later 

this year for the Tri-State Area Sci
ence Fair to compete against contest
ants from the area surrounding Ash
land, Huntington and Ironton, 0. 
LEFT: Bill Watson, son of William 
Watson, Ashland meter service clerk, 

won red ribbon second prize with the 
exhibit on the "Measurement of 
Electrical Energy," The exhibit was 
entered in the Putnam Junior High 
School Science Fair, where he is an 
eighth grader. CENTER: Tony Pope, 

i--,~-IC-: 
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daughter of Charles Pope, Ashland 
system accounting office, won the 
blue ribbon first prize at the same 
fair with her "From Coal To Elec
tricit'y" exhibit. She also is an eighth 
grader. RIGHT: Mary Lynn Scholtens, 

daughter of J. W. Scholtens, adminis
trative assistant, also won a blue rib
bon first prize, hers coming ot the 
Coles Junior High School Science Fair. 
Her exhibit is on the "Development 
of Bearings.'' She is an eighth grader. 
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Good Idea! 

Plants Lead In Work Proposals 
Ashland1s Sutphin 
Gets Promotion 

A total of 3 1 proposals in our companies' W ork Simplification Program, 
an unusually heavy number, received approval in the division of their origin 
during February. 

Of these, 2 1 came from plants, led 
by Clinch River with 8. The ideas 
involved many facets of company 
operations. 

Bluefield Division 

I n Abingdon, ]. J. Roseberry of 
T &D suggested a better way of re
fuel ing l ine trucks, and in Pulaski, 
J. ]. Duncan, also of T&D, suggested 
punching pre-print stores issue and 
credit records so they could be used 
on peg bars. 

Claude A. Farley, W elch T&D, in 
poin ting out that poles located in 
remote or inaccessible parts of the 
territory are sometimes damaged by 
forest fires, has suggested a blanket 
of insulation three feet high for them. 
His experiments have proved the in
sulation useful in preventing fire 
damage. 

Huntington Division 

Three ideas came from Logan. 
V. C. M auck and ]. A. Kovich of 
T &D proposed that, since it is no 
longer necessary to report electric 
utility property by magisterial dis
tricts within a county in W est Vir
ginia, the maps be discontinued. 

H. R. J ackson, W. E. Warren and 
L. J. Chatfield of Logan stores have 
suggested a plan involving the yearly 
cycle inventory by the storekeeper, 

saving him time and work. And ]. H. 
Rapier of T &D proposed attaching 
the service drop to an insulated clevis. 

From Huntington, T&D's W . H . 
Holley has suggested locating outside 
winch controls on both sides of trucks 
for easier, safer working. Roy Birn
baum, also of T &D, suggested that on 
field trips to gather data for street 
light locations in Huntington, all in
formation on the location, whetl1er 
needed then or not, be gathered and 
filed for future use, eliminating fu-
ture trips. 

Roanoke Division 

The division's one suggestion in 
February came from W. W. Krebs 
of Roanoke T &D, who suggested that 
poles and anchors be installed by a 
three-man crew using a truck equip
ped with a hydraulic hole digger and 
hydraulic derrick wi th a 270-degree 
rotation. 

Kentucky Power 

Ashland's Martha H ankins, man
agerial, suggested a method for re
ducing the reproduction costs of 
monthly reports. 

Plants 
Philip Sporn plant employees con

tributed four suggestions. R. H ern-

Four From Huntington And Charleston 
Celebrate 35 Years Each With Company 

Four veterans from Charleston and 
H untington have celebrated their 
35th anniversaries with the company. 

They arc S. H. Eskins and R. T. 
Donegan of Charleston and Willie A. 
M oore and Opie J ackson of Hunt
ington. 

S. H. Eskins 

Mr. Eskins, Whi tesville area su
pervisor in the Charleston district, 
joined the Montgomery Utility Com
pany March 22, 1926. When Appa
lachian purchased that company he 
continued at Montgomery, and be
came district serviceman in 193 7. He 
was a troubleman before transferring 
to Whitesville as local superintendent 
in 1949. He became area supervisor 
later. 

A native of Chelyan, he is a vet
eran of World War I , serving with 
the Navy for four years, including 27 
months in France. His favorite re
laxations are hunting, fishing and 
sports, particularly baseball. H e used 
to play in Charleston's T wilight 
League. 

H e is a member of the Whitesville 
Rotary Club, is a 32nd degree Ma
son, and a member of the Beni 
Kedem T emple of the Shrine and the 
Scottish Rites Bodies. H e is married 
and has one son and three grand
children. 

R. T . Donegan 

On March 8, 1926_ Mr. D onegan, 
now Charleston T&D clerk, joined 
the company as a helper. H e was a 
groundman before becoming a line
man in 1934. In 1940 he came in 
contact with an energized line, neces
sitating the amputation of both hands. 
H e was fitted with mechanical hooks, 
mastered them and returned to work 
the next M arch to work with the line 
crew and at the Slack Street Plant. 
H e later became a T&D clerk. 

Mr. Donegan is married and has 
two children. H e is a native of 
Bancroft. 

Mr. Eskins Mr. Donegan 

Mr. Moore Mr. Jackson 

W. A. Moore 

Mr. M oore, Huntington janitor, 
completed 3 5 years of service M arch 
1 o. 

A native of Columbus, Miss., he 
attended schools there. H e is a mem
ber of the Antioch Baptist Church 
and is Adult Bible Class teacher. 

Mr. Moore is married, has one 
daughter, three sons and ten grand
children. His hobby is fishing. 

Opie Jackson 

Mr. J ackson, Huntington meter 
serviceman, joined the company 
M arch 18, 1926 as a truck driver. 
H e has also worked as a mechanic, 
meterman, lineman and maintenance 
man. 

A native of Monroe County, he is 
a member of the Spring Valley Civic 
Club, an Elder in the Westmoreland 
Church of Christ and has two sons 
who are ministers in the same de
nomination. H e also has a daughter 
and 12 grandchildren. 

His hobbies are bowling and hunt
ing, and he owns two saddle horses. 

don, results, proposes that altering the 
water level on the ash tub seal skirts 
will prolong their life. E. Kaylor, 
maintenance, suggests omitting the 
plug weld in the ash tub seal skirts. 
M. McFarland, operations, says that 
safety will be provided if hand rail
ings are installed in the east side of 
trash rakes on all units. And B. Wal
lace of maintenance has a suggestion 
for li fting bracket aids in ash line 
replacement. 

The boiler maintenance depart
ment at Cabin Creek plant has de
signed an improved scaffold for burn
er and roof tube repairs. Because tur
bine room and boiler room alarm 
horns were needing excessive main
tenance during long shut-downs, 
G. E. Briers of production has sug
gested replacing them with air whis
tles. P. S. Rose of Cabin Creek's 
operations suggests a tic line between 
water supply lines and service water 
booster pump discharge lines to keep 
flyash lines from freezing during 
shut-downs. This method eliminates 
the need for using auxiliary power to 
keep the l ines from freezing. 

From Kanawha River plant, J. L . 
Kern, resul ts, suggested replacing 
recorder strings with nylon fishing 
cord, and C. L. Knight, results, de
vised a me thod of reducing the cost 
of coal counter flexible shaft assembly. 

]. L. Vaughan of Radford Arsenal 
steam plant's production department 
describes an ash system jet nozzle 
made in the plant shop by use of 
welding equipment and drill jigs. 
And Plant Manager E. L. Gofor th 
tells of a tool designed to align out
of-round, beat-up, rusted or other
wise mutilated couplings. 

Glen Lyn plant's H. H. Reed sug
gests ladders being purchased and 
hung on sides of boilers near the 
point of use to eliminate wasted time 
looking for them. And E. V. H arris 
suggests eliminating a recorder used 
for steam and feedwater samples, put
ting them on the condensate recorder. 

O f the eight suggestions from 
Clinch River, two came from F. M. 
Barr, operations. H e proposed chang
ing lights on the fan floor to a manual 
master switch so that they would be 

Mr. Fa irchild 

Fairchild Takes 
Early Retirement 

]. D. Fairchild, district chief of 
party in H azard, took early retire
ment March I after an extended ill
ness. He was on his way to work the 
morning of February 19, 1959 when 
he slipped and fell on an icy street, 
and broke his leg. Later he developed 
severe arthri tis. 

Mr. Fairchild came with the com
pany in July 1945 as a transitman in 
the engineering department. In 1949 
he was promoted to district chief of 
party. 

0. F. Sutphin, supervisor in Ken
tucky Power's general accounting of
fice in Ashland, has been promoted 
to administra
tive assistant. 

A veteran of 
3 5 years in the 
electric utili ty 
industry, he be
gan work in 
1925 with Ap
palachian's gen_ 
era] accounting 
office in Roa
noke. H e was 
assistant super-

Mr. Sutphin 

visor before transferring to Kentucky 
in 1939 as materials and supplies su
pervisor. In 1960 he was promoted 
to tax and statistical supervisor, the 
position he held ,prior to his promo
tion. 

A native of Pulaski, he attended 
public schools there before going to 
National Business College in Roanoke. 
A member of the Ashland Recreation 
Commission for six years, he has 
served as deacon, finance chairman 
and choir member of the First Chris
tian Church. He is married and h:is 
two sons. 

Appalachian Power Company 

Ablnqdon District 

W. H. CONNER, JR., from lineman B to lineman A; K. K. NIPPER from 
lineman B to meter serviceman B. 

Beckley District 

W. J. GROSECLOSE from groundman to truck driver-groundman; P. W. 
HATCHER, JR., from auto repairman B to working foreman; D. H. WILLIAMS 
from groundman to auto repairman helper; B. C. THOMAS from truck driver
groundman to lineman C. 

Bluefield District 

JACK S. DUNN from lineman A to area serviceman; HENRY D. JONES, 
JR., from T&D clerk to T&D clerk, senior. 

Fleldale District 

AUDREY E. HOPKINS from clerk trainee to merchandise bookkeeper. 

off when not needed, and suggests Huntinqton District 
installing hose connections to fire RONALD W. STILTNER from tracer to draftsman. 
hydrants in the basement, so that all--1'"""---------------------'--------------1--

the basement could be washed down 
with one section of hose. 

C. E. Murphy, operations, suggests 
a method, during pipe flume blow
down, of saving flume water. Carson 

Lynchburq District 

A. B .. CR~WS ~rom ground.man to me~er reader; HERBERT M. FIGG, JR., 
from engineering aide to heating and bmlder sales representative; KATHRYN 
JESSEE from clerk-stenographer to stenographer; JAMES K. REID from· fineman 
A to engineering aide; D. J. THOMPSON, JR., from heating and builder sales 
representative to commercial sales engineer. 

Rasnake, maintenance, suggests usi-n-:g-+--R-o_an_ o-ke_ D_is_tr_ic_t ________________________ _ 

a wink light, instead of flash bulbs, 
f JI . d . J. R. BRYANT from working foreman to division service representative. or a m oors pictures at the 
plant. C. F. H erbert, operations, 
suggests that the auxilia ry equipment 
operator be equipped with a master 
key for locked equipment used in as 
recircula ting water pump checks. 
Buell Cook, also of operations, sug
gests relocating barometer and con
denser vacuum gauges from behind 
the back of the turbine panel to save 
operator steps and time. 

E. P. Ott of production proposes 
relocating the shift operating engi
neer's office to the san1e elevation as, 
and near, the machine shop. To ob
tain clearance now, it takes five min
utes of walking and riding an elevator 
to and from the office to get a clear
ance on work. Finally, T. E. Peay, 
maintenance, suggests setting a timer 
on operating screens so that different 
baskets will be under water at differ
ent times, removing the need for so 
much greasing of the sc:reens. 

Smith Mountain Dam 

JIM ALLEY, payroll supervisor, from Philip Sporn Plant construction to Smith 
Mountain construction; DON BACHELOR, material clerk, from Muskingum 
River Plant construction to Smith Mountain construction; HOWARD HUCK 
assistant cost engineer, from Breed Plant construction to Smith Mountain con~ 
struction; HOM~R MART;LN, chief ~f civil engineers, from Kentucky Power 
Company to Smith Mountain construction; CHARLES SEIBERT, assistant con
crete engineer, from Philip Sporn Plant construction to Smith Mountain construc
tion; J. D. BUTLER, timekeeper, from Philip Sporn Plant construction to Smith 
Mountain construction; KEITH REDWINE, assistant concrete engineer from 
Kentucky Power Company to Smith Mountain construction. ' 

Philip Sporn Plant 

JAMES H. BEARHS from junior maintenance man to maintenance man· 
HAROLD A. EBERSBACH from temporary guard to janitor; BERNARD G'. 
IIOFFMAN from tractor operator to conveyor operator; KENNETH 0. ROLLINS 
from conveyor operator to tractor operator; LEONARD R. M. ROUSII from 
maintenance helper to junior maintenance man; CECIL A. SMITH from main
tenance man to master maintenance man. 

Welch District 

J. C. C. HUGHES, heating and builder sales representative, from Welch to 
Abingdon. 

Kingsport Utilities, Inc. 

SHELBY HARRISON from clerk-trainee to clerk-typist. 
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Wedding Bells Ring For Couples 

Hartman-Amos 
Faye Louise Hartman and Billy 

Glenwood Amos were united in mar
riage on March 3 at the Calvary 
Tabernacle Church in Roanoke. Mrs. 
Amos is a clerk trainee in the system 
accounting department in Roanoke. 

Harris-Waddell 
Patricia H arr is and Jerry Wad dell 

were married in a double ring cere
mony performed February 24 at the 
home of the bride's grandmother. 
Mrs. Waddell is the daughter of Vic
tor A. H arris, Williamson district 
area serviceman, and a niece of Ever
ette Carrico, Williamson line fore
man. 

Swiney-McClure 
The M adison Baptist Church was 

the setting of the February 25 wed
ding of Patricia Lynn Swiney and 
Boyd McClure. Mrs. McClure is 
the daughter of Hursten Swiney, 
M adison area working foreman in the 
Logan District. 

Altrusa Taps Leader 
For Its First Year 

Preparing for the first year's activi
ties, Bennett McAlpine and Louise 
Allison go over Kingsport Altrusa 
Club plans. 

The first president of Kingsport's 
recently organized Altrusa Club is 
Bennett McAlpine, home service rep
resen tative. 

Louise Allison, wife of the com
pany's stores supervisor, was named 
a director. Twenty-three charter 
members make up the service organ
ization for executive and professional 
women in different careers. The 
club's aims are patriotism, efficiency 
and service with a theme of "Make 
Service Your Business." 

Both Mrs. McAlpine and Mrs. 
Allison, who is assistant cashier at 
the Kingsport National Bank, are ac
tive in civic and local organizations. 

Married in recent weeks were, TOP ROW from left: Mrs. Robert Stewart Mus
grave, Jr., Huntington; Mr. and Mrs. G. C. Everett, Jr., Huntington; and Mrs. 
Billy Glenwood Amos, system. MIDDLE ROW from left: Mrs. Robert Donald 
Jones, System; Mr. and Mrs. Boyd McClure, Logan; and Mrs. Murphy G. 
Miller, Jr., Kingsport. BOTTOM ROW from left: Mrs. Jerry Waddell, Wil
liamson; ond Mr. and Mrs. Jomes L. Fry, Philip Sporn plant. 

Lowe-Everett 

Mrs. Katherine Ann Lowe was 
married to G. C. Everett, Jr., in a 
ceremony performed February 18 in 
the Second Presbyterian Church of 
Huntington. Mr. Everett is H unt
ington division residential and rural 
sales supervisor. 

Goad-Wright 

February 11 was the wedding 
day of Polly Goad and Pfc. Paul 
Wright, who were married at Alle
ghany Grayson Methodist parsonage 
in Sparta, N. C. Mrs. Wright is a 
T&D clerk in the Fieldale district. 

Coin Hoard Explained 

Couch-Stamper 

A double ring ceremony performed 
December 20 in the Lebanon Meth
odist Church united Esther Couch 
and Ray Stamper. Mr. Stamper is a 
coal equipment operator at Clinch 
River Plant. 

Bartram-Musgrave 

Mary Anese Bartram became the 
bride of Robert Stewart Musgrave, 
Jr. , on February 25 in the First Bap
tist Church of Kenova. Mr. Mus
grave is the son of R. S. Musgrave, 
Huntington di vision commercial 
manager. 

Wi 11 iams-Jones 

The wedding of Marjorie Estelle 
Williams and Robert Donald Jones 
took place in the Boones Chapel 
Church of the Brethren in Penhook 
on February 18. Mrs. Jones is a 
clerk-stenographer 111 the system 
transportation department in Roa
noke. 

Stiles-Fry 

Barbara Stiles and James L. Fry 
were united in marriage March 4 in 
the Church of Christ in Middleport, 
O hio. Mr. Fry is a coal handler at 
Philip Sporn Plant. 

Clayman-Miller 

Joan Clayman was married to 
Murphy G. Miller, Jr., on March 11 
at the Reedy Creek Presbyterian 
Church. Mrs. Miller is a former 
cashier in Kingsport. 

1Chr~'rt Engagrd 

SHIRLEY J. H URD to Robert F. Steadman, 
Jr. Miss Hurd is a pre-audit clerk in Kings
port. 

PATRICIA SOLOMON to Donald W. Sm;th. 
Mr. Sm;th ;s the son of J. Bernard Sm;th, 
Claytor Plant hydro maintenance man. 

BETTY WILLARD to Leo Hayes Robinson. 
Miss Willard is accounts payable clerk at Smith 
Mountain Dam. 

BIDDIE ELIZABETH WORLEY to George 
\Villiamson. Miss \Vorley is a home ser,vice 
representative in the Pikeville district. 

Abingdon 
MR. AND MRS. W. H. FERGUSON, JR., 

a daughter, Sarah Ellen, March I. Mr. Fergu
son is a dealer sales representative. 

MR. AND MRS. J. S. ORR, a son, Thomas 
Baxter, March 4, Mr. Orr is a lineman. 

Ashland 
MR. AND MRS. HUGH F. EADS, a son, 

Timothy Irvin. Mrs. Eads is a former cashier. 

MR. AND MRS. HUGH WARD, a daugh
ter, Catherine Corine. Mr. Ward is a material 
clerk. 

Beckley 
MR. AND MRS. JAMES A. BARKER, a 

daughter, Aniu Jean, February 9. Mr. Barker 
is a station man. 

Sallie Moore Is Not A Miser - She's A Numismatist 
To some, accumulating money denotes a miserly trait, but to Miss Sallie 

Moore, merchandise bookkeeper in Lynchburg, it's a hobby. 

You can take two routes to numismatism, the collecting of coins for their 
extrinsic value. One way is to get yourself .on a coin dealer's mailing list. The 
dealer lets h is customers know what coins are for sale, and buys them to order. 

To Miss Moore that method is not 
only too ~asy and too expensive, but 
it has a tendency to take the fun out 
of coin-collecting. 

Her preferred method is to decide 
which coins she wants for her col
lection, and then watch for them in 
ordinary business transactions. Every 
coin is different from every other 111 

some respect: in denomination, 111 

date, or in mint. 

She started her collection some 
years ago, and has been fortunate in 
picking up a number of her more 
notable coins by the " look-'em-over" 
method. Among these are several 
farthings, an English coin worth 
about a quarter of a cent. In years 
gone by a person could buy a seat at 
British coronations for a farthing, but 

high prices have just about wiped out 
the farthing's usefulness. The British 
government is now calling in the 
fa rthing,. and ultimately those the 
government misses will add certain 
value to coin collections. Among 
American coins, Miss Moore has sev
eral rarities, including the half-dime 
and the three cent piece. Mere age 
doesn't make a coin valuable. In Miss 
Moore's collection there is one coin, 
quite new, that stands out: an Alas
kan gold dollar. When Alaska be
came the SOth state, they minted 
several thousand gold dollars to com
memorate the event. Since no more 
will be minted, it's safe to assume 
that this coin too will increase in 
value far beyond its counter value of 
one hundred cents. 

There's this about coin collecting: 
when you tire of it, you can take your 
collection and buy a steak with it. 
That's more than matchbook collec
tors can do. 

.... _ 'im. 

-
Miss Sallie Moore looks over o new 
addition to her collection of coins. 
Age, rarity, and denomination are the 
factors to consider in selecting coins. 
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Golden Anniversary 

Celebrating their golden wedding an
niversary in February were Mr. and 
Mrs. R. N. Wilkinson of Pearisburg. 
Mr. Wilkinson retired July 31, 1956 _) 
as maintenance foreman at Glen Lyn , 
plant. He started work in November 
1926. Mr. and Mrs. Wilkinson have 
three daughters, two sons, 12 grand
children and one great-grandchild . 

Music Skill Earns 
Band Honor For Girl 

Skilled at playing a clarinet, 
Deborah Damron has been selected 

Deborah Damron 

to play in Ken
tucky's All-State 
Festival Band. 

The daugh
ter of Ralph 
Damron, Pike
ville dist r ict 
chief of party, 
Deborah 1s a 
j unior at Virgie 
High School. 
She will join 
other top mu

sicians in the state in the festival. 
She has played the clarinet for 

four years in her school band. She 
and her family live at Yeager. 

i 
Bluefield 

MR. AND MRS. REESE T. BOWEN, JR .. 
a son, Joseph Donald, February 21. Mr. Bowen 
is a lineman. 

Charleston 
MR. AND MRS. JAMES A. COOK, a 

daughter, Deidera Kay, March 6. Mr. Cook ;s 
a lineman. 

MR. AND MRS. 0. E. HAMMON, JR., a 
daughter, L;sa Marie, February 27. Mr. Ham
mon is a groundman. 

Clinch River Plant 
MR. AND MRS. J. HAROLD JESSEE, a 

son, John Daniel, March 1 . Mr. Jessee is a 
utility operator. 

Glen Lyn Plant 
MR. AND MRS. CHARLES B. KING, JR., 

a daughter, February 20. M r. King is a clerk
typist. 

M R. AND MRS. EARL C. THORNTON, a 
~on, March r. Mr. Thornton is a utility man. 

Kanawha River Plant 
MR. AND MRS. WOODROW McCLUNG, 

a son, Kevin Andrew, February 26. Mr. Mc
Clung is a maintenance helper. 

Roanoke 
MR. AND MRS. R. G. AMOS, JR., a son, 

David Ray, February 19. Mr. Amos is a 
groundman. 

MR. AND MRS. D. N. SINK, a son, Mark 
Sheldon, March 20. Mr. s ;nk is a lineman. 

Philip Sporn Plant 
MR. AND MRS. IVAN D. MI LLER, a 

daught&·, Amanda Jane, February 25. Mr. Mil
ler is a maintenance man. 

System 
MR. AND MRS. C. G. CALDWELL, a son, 

Floyd Harlan, March 18. Mr. Caldwell is a 
machine operator. 

MR. AND MRS. G. S. NEASE, JR., a son, 
Brian Stuart, March 4. Mr. Nease is an elec
trical engineer. 

MR. AND MRS. J. D. SAUNDERS, a 
daughter, Tw;la Lynn, March 16. Mr. Saunders 
is an invoice rtceipt clerk. 

Williamson 
MR . AND MRS. DON HONAKER, a 

daughter, Kathy Jane, February z3. Mrs. 
H onaker is a former clerk-stenographer. 
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Trophies for bowling excellence recently went to Money Royfield of Kingsport, 
left, ond to B. C. Connelly ond Jeon Harbour of Huntington. 

Skilled Kingsport, Huntington Bowlers 
Earn Trophies For Their Achievements 

Trophies for achie,·ements in bowl
ing have been presented to keglers 
from Kingsport and Huntington. 

H onored were Nanc~· Rayfield, 
wife of J. G. Ra~·field, Kingsport 
head T&D clerk, and J ean Harbour, 
clerk-stenographer, and B. C. Con
nelly, engineering aide, of Hunting
ton. 

Nancy was winner of the all-events 
trophy in Kingsport's Women's In
ternational Bowling Congress City 
Tournament. She won singles with 
193 actual pin average for three 
games, came in second in the doubles, 
and averaged 168 in the nine games 
rolled in the three e,·cnts. 

Later Nancy entered the WIBC 
state tournament at Chattanooga, win-

ning third place with a 186 average. 
She is carrying a 159 average in the 
Women's Classic Travel ing League. 

The H untington trophies came 
from a bowling alley. Miss Harbour 
earned hers, and membership in the 
"200" Club, when she spilled 2 10 
pins in a recent game. Mr. Connelly 
qualified for the "2 5 O" Club when 
he scored 25 1 in a league game. Both 
arc in the APCo Kilowatt League. 

The two also entered the Hunting
ton Publishing Company's Scotch 
Doubles Tournament, scheduled for 
the end of March. Their sponsor is 
another employee, Eugene Davis, who 
owns the Sherwood Drive-In Restau
rant in Milton. 

Sports World Happenings • • • 
Hunting, bowling, basketball and 

golf events invoh-ed employees re
cently. Thei r stories are told in the 
following sporting briefs. 

In Roanoke, T. D . Carroll, system 
relay engineer, scored the first ace of 
his golfing career, inspiring him to 
a 72-shot round . The shot came at 
the H idden Valle1· Countrv Club, 
where Mr. Carroll. was playi.ng with 
three others, on the par 3, 1 2 5-yard 
sc,·enth hole. H e used a 7 iron. 

Hunting in reverse is the story 
for awhile at least for one of D. F . 
uravely's beagles (see picture). The 
Fieldale T&D clerk's dog was more 
intent on the race than on traffic and 
ran into misfortune on a highway. 

"-"He's recovering, will be back with 
the pack again soon. 

Two employees' sons at Clinch 
Ri,·er plant excelled in basketball this 
season. Carl Richards, Jr., was named 
forward and Luther Trail, son of 
J ames Trail, was named guard on the 
All-Star Russell County Tournament 
~u~. . 

Robert Porterfield, son of M. C. 
Porterfield, Logan district manager, 
was a mainstay on the Catholic Youth 
Organization basketball team that 
won the Logan County Church 
League regular season, went on to 
win the post-season tournament. The 
team finished with a 16-2 record. 

Also in Logan, Connie Davis, sister 
of Mary Elizabeth Davis, managerial, 
was a member of the team that won 
the Logan Women's Bowling Asso
ciation championship. 

Huntington has an answer for the 
Point Pleasant hunters who bagged, 
and splintered, some decoy ducks re
cently. The incident of the "un
palatable" ducks was reported in the 
March issue of THE ILLUMINATOR. 

if the "ducks" were two mallard 
and one pin tail, if they were tied 

"See me? There's o lesson for every
one here," this beagle, property of 
Fie ldole's D. F. Gravely, seems to soy. 
Intent on game crossing a highway, 
the pup didn't see the cor until too 
late. 

together with a fly line and if they 
were in the vicinity of Salt Creek, 
chances are they belonged to Homer 
Bunn, Huntington district right of 
way agent. During J anuary Horner 
set out three such decoys and the 
next day he returned, hoping to find 
an eatable variety of ducks, only to 
discover his decoys, splintered. 

Even so, Horner isn't mad. He 
remembers two years ago, when six 
of h is decoys were fired on by 
hunters, injuring a companion and 
badly disfiguring his decoys. 

The grandson of Opie Jackson, 
Huntington meter serviceman, has 
been making his sports mark at 
Riverside Military Academy m 
Hollywood, Fla. Phil Jackson, a 
standout athlete at Huntington's Vin_ 
son High School, was named to the 
All Mid-South football squad this 
year and later paced his team in scor
ing in basketball. 

The 18-year-old wi ll soon transfer 
to his school's Gainesville, Ga. 
branch, and then will enter enter 
college. He already has received 
several football and basketball scholar
ship offers. 
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Bluefield Finds 
Beckley Bowlers 
Hard To Defeat 

At home or away, Beckley bowlers 
are hard to beat. Bluefield kcgler's 
will a ttcst to th is. 

The two district offices just com
pleted a home and away series, with 
Beckley winning both, the first by a 
193-pin margin and the second by 
7 1 pins. Each team used ten men 
and five women. 

In the first match, in Bluefield, 
W. C. McMahan of Beckley had 
high set of 5 87 and Eddie Berginnis, 
also of Beckley, high game of 226. 
For the girls, Beckley's J ennie Gazi
ano had high game of 1 8 3 and Thea
lia Belcher of Bluefield rolled high 
series of 421. 

In the Beckley home match, Ber
ginnis again showed the way, rolling 
high game of 228 and high set of 
5 7 1. For the gi rls, Polly Gatewood 
of Bluefield had high game of I 5 8 
and Emma J ean Wilson of Beckley 
had high set of 424. 

Flight Champ 

Golfers recognize no season. The Pu
laski Country Club is o good example 
-the club just finished its Club Han
dicap Tournament. 1Here, Robert D. 
Corson, right, receives o trophy from 
W. L. Tote, vice president of the club, 
for winning the fourth flight cham
pionship. 

Bluefield . 
(Cont. fro1n Page 4) 

Mrs. Earl Hager, wife of the system 
transmission foreman and treasurer 
of the Greenacre Garden Club, was 
that organization's delegate to the 
West Virginia State Garden Club 
Convention held March 20-22 at the 
Greenbri~r Hotel. 

Welch 
Fred Adams, l ine inspector, has 

been elected eminent commander 
of Welch Commandery 27, Knights 
T emplar ... Richard, son of R. H. 
Ruff, division power sales engineer, 
was a member of West Virginia Uni
versity's Pershing Rifles Drill Team 
which won first place in the St. 
Patrick's Day parade in Pittsburgh 
... Mrs. Claude Bell, wife of the 
system station maintenance man, was 
elected vice president of the West 
Graham Community Club .. . 
Twenty-five years of marriage were 
celebrated by Mr. and Mrs. Claud K. 
Kirkland March 1. H e is district 
manager. 

Clinch River Plant 
Congratulations to these sons and 

daughters of employees, chosen for 
superlatives at their schools . . . 
Larry, son of James A. Massie, "senior 
most likely to succeed"; Drannon, 
son of Eli D. Buskirk, "most in
tellectual" among seniors; Janie, 
daughter of Lon R. Brewer, "most 
popular girl" in senior class; Ronnie, 
son of W. H enry Brown, "junior 
most likely to succeed"; Michael, 
son of Norman E. Bass, "most in
tellectual" junior . . . Welcome to 
Robert L. Mitchell, new laborer, and 
to T homas D. Watson, test engineer, 
who has returned after a military 
leave of absence. 
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Pleased with their title of second third chomps in the Roanoke Bowling League, 
these ore the members of the Service team. In front from left ore T. W. Abshire 
ond J. R. Hubbard. In bock from left ore M. L. Waggoner, W. S. Shanks ond 
R. E. Leftwich. 

Service, With A Smile And Accuracy, 
Rolls To Roanoke Third-Season Title 

Service surged to the top to take 
the ti tie for the second third of the 
Roanoke Bowling League. Coordina
tors won the first third, and after 
four weeks in the final third, M eter 
leads the way with a I 0-2 record. 

A 223/i-103/i record enabled Serv
ice to beat out Proce~ing by 1 Yi 
games. Coordinators was third. 

In the sweepstakes, 54 bowlers 
tried their skill, with J. R. Hubbard 
rolling a top score of 6 17. M. G. 

Bragg's Team Cops 
LL's First Title 

H e's the father of two girls and 
his team was sponsored by the Madi
son Jr. Woman's Club. But his team 

Mr. Bragg 

was made up 
of boys who 
could play bas
ket b a 11 and 
Ralph Bragg 
has just coached 
them to the 
Li ttle League 
championship. 

The Madi-
son area meter 
serviceman in 
the Logan dis

trict decided on working with the 
team as a hobby, and it paid off as 
his boys took the newly organized 
Madison league's first title. 

Ralph has been an employee since 
1946 and moved to his present posi
tion in 1953. His wife, Elizabeth, 
is a former employee, and his daugh
ters are Laura and Mary Ann. 

Covey was second with 6 12 and 
G. M. Adkins finished third with 
599. 

Adkins leads the league with a 
169 average, and 0. A. H awkins has 
top set for the season of 599. J. W. 
Whitenack's game of 263 is high. 
For teams, Operations has high set 
of 2,633 and Accounting high game 
of 924. 

Head Man 

"Outstanding" wos the woy Clinton N. 
Robinson's performance os interlocutor 
of the Lions Club-Business & Profes
sional Women's Club minstrel wos de
scribed. Here, the Pulaski heating ond 
builder soles re presentative, chots with 
Ann Rutherford, top dancer. Clinton 
hos worked with the minstrel for 10 
years, but this wos his first os head 
man. Other employees ond their rela
tives working with the minstrel in
cluded Mr. ond Mrs. G. K. Smythen, 
R. J. Blair ond Cathy Sheets, daughter 
of R. E. Sheets. 

Booth Features Smith Mountain 

APPALACmAN POWER ca 

The Smith Mountain project highlighted Appolochion's booth ot the second 
onnuol Jo'ycee Boot ond Sports Show in Roanoke in Morch. Over 7,SOO people 
sow the show ond booth. Members of the Appolochion Rod ond Reel Club in 
Roanoke manned the booth. Here, one of the members, Bill Henley, system 
engii;ieering draftsman, left, talks about the disploy with Bob Yoboggy, assistant 
adve rtising supervisor, who wos generol choirmon of the show for the Jaycees. 
Also on the show committee were Dick Lovegrove, editor, who wos publicity 
chairman, ond Bob Kilgore, district e lectrical engineer, who wos manpower 
sub-choirmon. 
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Mavis and Charles Weaver pose proudly in their all-e lectric kitchen in the oll
electric home they just built. 

Mavis And Charles Weaver, Expecting 
First Child, Build All-Electric Home 

Mavis and Charles W eaver are 
providing the best possible home 
living for the child they are ex
pecting in a few nw nths. The two 
have just completed their own all
electric home. 

Mavis, who just resigned as Pqint 
Pleasant PBX operator, and Charles 

Company Equipment, 
Training Aid 
Man In Trouble 

lf it hadn't been for company 
equipment and company first aid 
training, one customer might have 
been in a bad way. 

It happened at Point Pleasant, in 
front of the Appalachian office. A 
panel truck, driven by the customer, 
caught Ii re, and the driver was at
tempting to put it out. L. C . Bias, 
local office manager, ran out with a 
li re extinguisher and did the job, 
and then Vonda L. Barnette, general 
clerk in the accounting department 
administered first aid to the customer, 
who had burned his hand in his 
efforts to put the fire out. 

Patterson Named VP 
And Claytor Returns 
To His Retirement 

did most of the house building them
selves, starting a year and three 
months ago. Mavis' father and 
brother provided help in block laying. 

Ceiling cable provides the electri c 
heat for the house, which has three 
bedrooms, a combination kitchen and 
dining area, living room, bath, full. 
size basement, large patio and double 
garage. Every night after work Mavis 
donned overalls and helped in 
shingling the roof, nailing sheeting 
and laying floor. She also did all 
of the inside painting. 

Station Jump Leaves 
Cat With Eight Lives 

Somewhere in Chattaroy, W. 
Va. there's a cat with only eigh t 
lives left. 

H e probably lost one at the 
Howard Collieries station in the 
Williamson district, wl1en he 
jumped from a tower footer to 
the t6p of a 46-kv transformer and 
contacted the high voltage bushing 
terminal. 

A customer nearby reported 
hearing a loud noise, and seeing 
the cat fall to the ground and 
crawl out of the station yard, drag
ging his hind legs behind him. 

They've looked, but nobody has 
seen the cat from that day to this. 

Appalachian's First 
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Dublin Firm Breeds Rats For Research 
In hospitals and research labora

tories all over the country dedicated 
men and women are working and 
studying to find methods of lighting 
cancer. Among the test tubes and 
microscopes they use, there is still 
another, invaluable ally: white mice. 
"Without these animals for experi 
mental purposes, cancer rcscarch
indeed, any medical research-would 
be seriously crippled. Tt is estimated 
that somewhere between .25 . and 30-
million white mice arc used each 
year in research. 

Where do they come from? 
One source is Dublin Laboratorv 

Animals in the Pulaski distric~, 
sta rted two years ago by two Dublin 
men, and accredited by the U . S. 
Government to supply research speci
mens. The first part of the opera
tion, dealing with mice, was about 
a year old before the animals met 
the strict cleanl iness - "parasite
free"-standards set by the govern
ment. 

3 ,000 Mice a Week 

Once that was accomplished, the 
two men, Dr. Lewis N. Springer and 
Steve Shelton, began producing about 
3,000 mice a week for sale to phar
maceutical research houses, medical 
college, clinic and hospital labora
tories. 

Shortly after the Ii rst of the year 
the owners began a rat-breeding 
operation that will produce 7 ,000 
specimens a week for the same pur
pose. 

This new operation is situated in 
a concrete block building, 64 feet by 
7 4, especially designed for sterility 
control. The breed cages are m a 
section closed to the public. I t is 
divided into two parts, with a clean 
corridor between the breeding rooms, 
and a "dirty" corridor on the ou t
side where used cages and equipment 
can be removed without contaminat
ing the sterile portion of the build
ing. T .he nine employees who work 
in this section pass through an in
tensive decontamination process: they 
leave their outside clothes in a locker 
room, pass through a shower, dress 
in sterile clothes, including caps and 
masks, before going into the operat
ing room, breeding rooms, feeding 
rooms or clean corridor. As further 

It's feeding time at Dublin Laboratory Animals. An attendant in the breeding 
room holds one of the white mice the company breeds and sells to research 
organizations. A high degree of non-contamination is maintained here : note 
the mask. 

safeguards, temperature is kept at 
72 degrees, humidity at 5 0 per cent, 
and no air is recirculated in the area. 

Employees' main duties consist of 
cleaning the cages, feeding the ani
mals, keeping records, and preparing 
the specimens for shipment. The 
cages and equipment are put into 
the dirty corridor, emptied outside 
the building with a vacuum, passed 
through a dishwasher with water 
heated to 200 degrees, and with a 
detergent sterilizing agent, before 
they are considered clean enough. 

Pathogen-Free 

"Specific pathogen- free" is the key 
phrase in this work. It mean's that the 
specimens are bred and live under 
condi tions so carefully controlled that 
no disease can enter their systems. 
A pathogen-free colony is fa irly diffi
cult to maintain, even when these 
conditions have been established. But 
to get one started, like everything 
else, requires patience and extreme 
care. First, "pure" breeders are ac
quired from other institutions, and 
bred. When the third litter is ready 
to be born, they are taken by Cae
sarean section, and foster fed by rats 
bred by Lobund Institute of the Uni
versity of Notre D ame. The Lobund 
rats are the purest-bred strains in the 
nation, and represent nearly a quarter 
of a century's work in germ-free Ii fc 

research at Notre Dame. T hrough 
the Caesarean sections, and the foster 
feeding, the clean-breeding stock is 
produced, and from then, the young 
arc born and raised by natural process. 

With customers located all 01·er 
the eastern half of the U nited States, 
delivery of specimens would normally 
present some serious problems. The1• 
arc largely overcome by the corr:
pany's practice of delivering as many 
as possible in its private plane. 

The company's building is 
equipped with a number of electrical 
aids, including five 5-ton air condi
tioning units, a 2-kw autoclave to 
sterilize equipment and clothing, a 
dishwasher, washer and dryer, and 
vacuum cleaner. 

These rats and mice go out from 
this sheltered bi rthplace to play an 
important role in medicine today. 
I t's not i nconccivable that the long
awai tcd cancer cure will be tested 
on these very animals. 

Two Communities 
Praise Citizenship, 
Aid Of Appalachian 

Letters of appreciation for em
ployees' and the company's efforts in 
assisting Abingdon, Va., and Madi
son, W . Va. during recent events have 
come to two district man~gers. Graham Claytor, retired executive 

vice president of the American Elec
tric Power Service Corporation who 
has been carrying out temporary du
ties in the New York office for the 
past eight months, returned to re
tirement effective M arch 3 1. 

Asphalt Plant Converted To Electric Heat 

Filln1ore M cPherson, Jr., Abing
don district manager, received a let
te r from H. T. Propst, Jr., president 
of the Trade Council of Washington 
Cou1Jty, and M . C. Porterfield, 
Logan district manager, received one 
from H. G . Shaffer, J r., mayor of the 
Ci ty of Madison. 

Last summer, when the serious na
ture of Harold Turner's illness be
came evident, President Philip Sporn 
asked Mr. Claytor to pick up Mr. 
Turner's duties. This he continued 
to do following Mr. Turner's death 
on October 24. Mr. T urner' was 
executive vice president for operating 
and commercial activities of the Serv
ice Corporation. 

Mr. Claytor's return to retire
ment followed the recent election of 
George V. Patterson as vice president 
of the Service Corporation. 

Mr. Patterson, formerly assistant 
general manager of Ohio Power Com
pany, was named late last year to the 
new position of assistant to the execu
tive vice president of the Service Cor
poration. H e was transferred to New 
York following 25 years of service 
with Ohio Power. H e had been Ohio 
Power assistant general manager since 
1954 and prior to that had served as 
assistant manager of the commercial 
and industrial department. 

Mr. Claytor, who is also a director 
and member of the Executive Com
mittee of the American Electric Pow
er Company, has been with the AEP 
System since joining a predecessor 
company of Appalachian Power Com
pany in Roanoke in 1907. 

Another first for Appalachian in 
the use of electric heat was recorded 
in Roanoke when the S. R. Draper 
Paving Company began operating the 
first electrically heated asphalt plant 
in our two-state territory. 

The installation of 48. 7 kilowatts 
of product heating equipment in 
March culminated 13 months of co
operation between Mr. Draper, repre
sentatives of the Roanoke division 
commercial department, notably 
H. M. Smythcrs, commercial sales 
engineer, and electrical contractors. 
The system replaces a fuel-fired steam 
heating system. 

With the exception of one burner 
used to heat crushed stone, this is a 
total electric industry with many 
modern operating devices. Actually, 
the enti re plant is a push-button op
eration, requirin$ one man's services. 
The electric heat, in addition to a 
one-ton heat pump in the office, is 
used in the I 0,000-gallon asphalt 
tank, in the 10,000 gallon oil tank, 
on the mixing mill, and on pumps 
and pipes. 

T he asphalt tank heaters are in
teresting installations- they are four 
7 .5 kilowatt tubular heaters extending 
16 feet into the 17-foot tank. There 
is a criti cal temperature over which 
asphalt must not be heated because it 

S. R. Draper (left), points out one of the 5-kilowott tubular e lectric heaters 
used in the 10,000 gallon volatile mix tank, to •H. M. Smythers, Roanoke 
division commercial sales engineer. Thermostats ore contained in the metal, 
water-tight box mounted to the right of the thermometer. Electric wire con
nections make it economically feasible to locate this tonk away from the main 
plant for safety. -

will char, called the char-point. Elec. 
tric heat is particularly adaptable fo r 
this operation since it can be so close
ly con trolled. 

Mr. D raper operates his plant the 
year around. H e has installed ;uch 
devices as an automatic d ump trip, 
which Jhe and Wilford Spangler, an 
employee, designed, and an un ique 
stone-handling arrangement. This 

consists of an elevated dump ramp 
which makes it possible to dump the 
stone coming in from the quarry, 
on adjacent property, into the storage 
bin, making it necessary to handle the 
stone only once. From there the 
push - button, electrically - powered, 
plant takes over. H e also utili zes radio 
dispatched vehicles for customer con
venience. 

Mr. Shaffer's letter read: " I hasten 
to extend to you and the employees 
of Appalachian our sincere and grate
ful thanks for the splendid job you 
did in assisting the volunteer firemen 
in combating the (recen t) blaze on 
Main Street. I personally witnessed 
the efforts of Ralph Bragg, H ursten 
Swiney, Corbett Brumfield, Don Cof
fey and Richard Atkins. 

"The assistance given by these men 
was most courageous and valuable, and 
without their assistance, this serious 
conflagration might have become a 
major disaster. It is comforting to 
know that the men of Appalachian are 
so willing to assist in time of need. 
Please accept our grateful thanks for 
the splendid work of these men." 

Mr. Propst's letter, in praising Ap
palachian for assisting Abingdon dur. 
ing the Christmas season last year lnd 
in years past, said in part: "The 
in itials of you r estimable firm, APC, 
might well be in terpreted to mean 
'Always P leased to Cooperate,' for if 
there has been any recent worthwhile 
community undertaking in which you 
have failed to supply needed man
power, guidance or financial assi~t

ance, then I am unaware of it." 
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